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February 24, 2023 

CDC’s Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) program is a critical source of funding, guidance, and technical assistance for 
state, local, and territorial public health departments to strengthen their public health preparedness capabilities and improve their 

response readiness. The Division of State and Local Readiness (DSLR) Friday Update provides information and resources for PHEP 
recipients and other preparedness planners. Please share the newsletter with your colleagues. 

For more information, visit the CDC State and Local Readiness website or contact us at preparedness@cdc.gov. 

 

 

 
Upcoming Deadlines 

• February 24 – PFA Host Site Applications 
• March 2 – No-cost Extension Requests for 2020 and 2021 Crisis Response COVID-19 Supplemental 

Funding Awards  
• March 6 – Updated Mpox Funding Budget Narratives and Work Plans 
• March 24 – PHEP BP5 Funding Applications 

 
PHEP Cooperative Agreement Updates 

• PFA Host Site Applications Due Today, February 24 
 

Emergency Response Activities 
• Crisis Response COVID-19 Supplemental Funding No-cost Extension Requests Due March 2 
• Updated Mpox Funding Work Plans and Budgets Due March 6 
• February 28 COCA Call Highlights Drug-Resistant Shigellosis 

What’s on the Calendar 
• February 28 – CDC COCA Call (2 p.m. to 3 p.m. EST) 
• March 8 – PHEP Connects Webinar (1 p.m. EST) 

https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/readiness/index.htm
mailto:preparedness@cdc.gov
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1609840852?pwd=SmlRM1VSdFo1OXJ5TzR2RTk4UGQwZz09
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1612411865
https://tools.cdc.gov/campaignproxyservice/subscriptions.aspx?topic_id=USCDC_1377&ACSTrackingID=FCP_2_USCDC_1377-DM93937&ACSTrackingLabel=%5BProof%202%5D%20Friday%20Update%3A%20November%2010%2C%202022&deliveryName=FCP_2_USCDC_1377-DM93937
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• March 15 – PHEP Recipient Call (2 p.m. to 3 p.m. EST) 
 

Preparedness and Response Resources 
• Health Affairs Journal Hosts March 8 Briefing on Public Health during COVID-19 

 
News You Can Use 

• NACCHO to Host March 21 Webinar on Preventive Services and Pandemic Lessons Learned  
• SOPHE to Host 2023 Annual Conference on March 21-24 
• AJPH Publishes Article on Judicial Review of Trends and Implications of Public Health Powers during 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

Online Resources 
• CDC MMWR Reports 

 
 

 
 

• February 24 – PFA Host Site Applications 
• March 2 – No-cost Extension Requests for 2020 and 2021 Crisis Response COVID-19 Supplemental 

Funding Awards 
• March 6 – Updated Mpox Funding Budget Narratives and Work Plans  
• March 24 – PHEP BP5 Funding Applications 

 

 
PFA Host Site Applications Due Today, February 24 
Today, February 24, is the deadline to submit applications to host Preparedness Field Assignees (PFAs). 
PHEP jurisdictions that are interested in hosting PFAs must submit PFA host site applications to 
dslrpfa@cdc.gov by 11:59 p.m. EST today, Friday, February 24. CDC is expanding the current PFA 
program to meet the growing preparedness and response workforce needs of PHEP jurisdictions. DSLR 
encourages PHEP jurisdictions that currently do not host PFAs to consider doing so. CDC funds the salaries 
of PFAs to develop their skills and field experience while at the same time helping to augment jurisdictions’ 
preparedness and response capacity. For questions regarding the application submission, contact Scott 
Tulloch at sdt2@cdc.gov.    
 

 

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/j/1607524717?pwd=czhra1pScTQrS3ptR3pjMVVSRzEwZz09
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h77069581,18785187,18786eb4&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18xMzc3LURNOTk5MDcmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1GcmlkYXklMjBVcGRhdGUlM0ElMjBGZWJydWFyeSUyMDE3JTJDJTIwMjAyMw&s=timKBH4k5nVnOTbvE2rGKS5Xv2HOx-MAA4We7_v2iu8
mailto:dslrpfa@cdc.gov
mailto:sdt2@cdc.gov
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Crisis Response COVID-19 Supplemental Funding No-cost Extension Requests Due March 2               
Next Thursday, March 2, is the deadline to submit no-cost extension requests for the COVID-19 supplemental 
funding awards issued in 2020 and in 2021 through the Public Health Crisis Response Cooperative 
Agreement. Recipients who need additional time to complete activities for either of these awards must submit 
no-cost extension requests to CDC via GrantSolutions no later than Thursday, March 2. Recipients should 
contact their CDC project officers for assistance in submitting these requests. 
                                                                                                                                                                 
Updated Mpox Funding Work Plans and Budgets Due March 6  
At the end of January, CDC awarded approximately $33.7 million in mpox funding to 52 jurisdictions through 
the Public Health Crisis Response Cooperative Agreement. This funding is intended to assist jurisdictions in 
responding to remaining cases of mpox, prevent future outbreaks by increasing vaccine accessibility, 
demand, and uptake among recommended populations, and to strengthen capabilities to prepare for, and 
respond to the potential reintroduction of mpox cases. 
 
Updated budget narratives and work plans are due in REDCap and GrantSolutions no later than Monday, 
March 6. Recipients should prioritize work plan activities that address their most urgent public health needs 
within the first year of the performance period. As these funds are provided as part of a public health crisis 
response, CDC strongly recommends recipients begin using funds and implementing activities as soon as 
possible. Specifically, in anticipation of upcoming social events this spring and summer, it is critically 
important to provide access to vaccines at low to no cost and to vaccinate those most in need.   
 
February 28 COCA Call Highlights Drug-Resistant Shigellosis 
CDC will conduct a Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) call from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. EST on 
Tuesday, February 28. CDC has detected an increase in extensively drug-resistant (XDR) Shigella infections 
(shigellosis) reported through national surveillance systems. During the call, subject matter experts from CDC, 
the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, and the United Kingdom Health Security Agency 
will provide updates on the current domestic and global epidemiology of XDR shigellosis, discuss its 
relevance for clinicians in the United States, describe infection presentation, explain the importance of having 
a detailed sexual and travel history, share approaches for clinical management, and review how clinicians 
should test and report shigellosis. 
 
Materials for the call will be available on the COCA Call webpage in the call materials section. The 
presentation slides will be available the day of the call, and the call recording will be posted a few hours after 
the live event ends. Continuing Education (CE) credits will be offered for this COCA Call. 
 
Participant Information  
Dial-In: (646) 828-7666 (Audio Only)  
Webinar ID: 160 984 0852 
Passcode: 204251 
Access Link: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1609840852 
 

 
 

• February 28 – CDC COCA Call (2 p.m. to 3 p.m. EST) 
• March 8 – PHEP Connects Webinar (1 p.m. EST) 
• March 15 – PHEP Recipient Call (2 p.m. to 3 p.m. EST) 

 

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00486.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2023/callinfo_022823.asp
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1609840852?pwd=SmlRM1VSdFo1OXJ5TzR2RTk4UGQwZz09
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1609840852?pwd=SmlRM1VSdFo1OXJ5TzR2RTk4UGQwZz09
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1612411865
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/j/1607524717?pwd=czhra1pScTQrS3ptR3pjMVVSRzEwZz09
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Health Affairs Journal Hosts March 8 Briefing on Public Health during COVID-19 
On March 6, the Health Affairs journal will publish several research papers focused on lessons for public 
health policy and practice arising from the COVID-19 pandemic experience in the United States. In 
conjunction with the publication, Health Affairs will host a virtual briefing, “Public Health during COVID-19,” 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. EST on Wednesday, March 8. During the briefing, the authors will discuss their 
research and the broad lessons from COVID-19 for the future of public health. Speakers include Beth L. 
Rubenstein, a CDC Career Epidemiology Field Officer (CEFO) assigned to the New York City (NYC) 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. She will discuss the findings of a study she led regarding COVID-
19 vaccination rate increases among NYC municipal employees after implementation of vaccination 
requirements. Registration for the event is available here. Online details will be shared with registrants 24 
hours in advance of the event. 
 

 
 
NACCHO to Host March 21 Webinar on Preventive Services and Pandemic Lessons Learned 
The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) and the HHS Office of Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion (ODPHP) will host a webinar from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. EST on Tuesday, 
March 21, on “The Importance of Preventive Services and Lessons Learned from the Pandemic.” Part of the 
Healthy People 2030 webinar series, the March 21 presentation will focus on preventive services and 
highlight progress to date on three Healthy People 2030 objectives: 

• IID-09: Increase the proportion of persons who are vaccinated annually against seasonal influenza 
(Leading Health Indicator) 

• MICH-08: Increase the proportion of pregnant women who receive early and adequate prenatal care 
• STI-04: Reduce congenital syphilis 

 
NACCHO will share its work with local health departments and lessons learned about preventive services 
uptake during the pandemic. Participants can register here to attend the webinar. 
 
SOPHE to Host 2023 Annual Conference on March 21-24 
The Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) will host the 2023 Annual Conference from March 21 to 
March 24 in Atlanta. The theme of the conference is “The New Age of Civil Rights, Advocacy, and Equity.” 
SOPHE 2023 recognizes that the health and well-being of individuals in communities are dependent on the 
physical, social, environmental, and economic factors present in these communities. For more information, 
view the SOPHE 2023 Annual Conference webpage.  
 
AJPH Publishes Article on Judicial Review of Trends and Implications of Public Health Powers during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 
The American Journal of Public Health recently published an article titled “Judicial Review of Public Health 
Powers Since the Start of the COVID-19 Pandemic: Trends and Implications.” The article considers the 
implications of several judicial decisions for public health officials and their ability to exercise public health 
powers.  
 

https://healthaffairs.activehosted.com/f/214
https://health.gov/about-odphp
https://health.gov/about-odphp
https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/browse-objectives/vaccination/increase-proportion-people-who-get-flu-vaccine-every-year-iid-09
https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/browse-objectives/pregnancy-and-childbirth/increase-proportion-pregnant-women-who-receive-early-and-adequate-prenatal-care-mich-08
https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/browse-objectives/sexually-transmitted-infections/reduce-congenital-syphilis-sti-04
https://healthypeople.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=healthypeople&service=6&rnd=0.47227091370586005&main_url=https://healthypeople.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/event/eventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000051d62b2a0550724a26e4d2e36e9d35b0d0289ebc705878356e21a902929805a77%26siteurl%3Dhealthypeople%26confViewID%3D251214307248863305%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAV_N_mGKg5FHSCcKcFQpGiGbTqGbHLtk1_mG1sEB6wVOA2%26
https://www.sophe.org/
https://www.sophe.org/professional-development/conferences_events/sophe-2023-annual-conference/
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h76eb6ceb,1867db8a,1875f753&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yODktRE05OTYwNSZBQ1NUcmFja2luZ0xhYmVsPVB1YmxpYyUyMEhlYWx0aCUyMExhdyUyME5ld3MlMjBGZWJydWFyeSUyMDIwMjMlMjBpc3N1ZQ&s=pxtC3aqcge3bDhxUPkMfsoOLGfCk6kXv4-qryCL0T3g
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h76eb6ceb,1867db8a,1875f753&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yODktRE05OTYwNSZBQ1NUcmFja2luZ0xhYmVsPVB1YmxpYyUyMEhlYWx0aCUyMExhdyUyME5ld3MlMjBGZWJydWFyeSUyMDIwMjMlMjBpc3N1ZQ&s=pxtC3aqcge3bDhxUPkMfsoOLGfCk6kXv4-qryCL0T3g
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CDC MMWR Reports  

• Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, February 24 
• Interim Estimates of 2022–23 Seasonal Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness — Wisconsin, October 2022–

February 2023 
• Effect of Predeparture Testing on Postarrival SARS-CoV-2–Positive Test Results Among International 

Travelers — CDC Traveler-Based Genomic Surveillance Program, Four U.S. Airports, March–
September 2022 

• Notes from the Field: Aircraft Wastewater Surveillance for Early Detection of SARS-CoV-2 Variants — 
John F. Kennedy International Airport, New York City, August–September 2022 

• Notes from the Field: Epidemiologic Characteristics of SARS-CoV-2 Recombinant Variant XBB.1.5 — 
New York City, November 1, 2022–January 4, 2023 

• QuickStats: Percentage of Adults Aged ≥18 Years with Serious Psychological Distress in the Past 30 
Days, by Sex and Age Group — National Health Interview Survey, United States, 2021 

 
 
Christine Kosmos, RN, BSN, MS 
Director, Division of State and Local Readiness 
Office of Readiness and Response (ORR) 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/pdfs/mm7208-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a1.htm?s_cid=mm7208a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a1.htm?s_cid=mm7208a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a2.htm?s_cid=mm7208a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a2.htm?s_cid=mm7208a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a2.htm?s_cid=mm7208a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a3.htm?s_cid=mm7208a3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a3.htm?s_cid=mm7208a3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a4.htm?s_cid=mm7208a4_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a4.htm?s_cid=mm7208a4_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a5.htm?s_cid=mm7208a5_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a5.htm?s_cid=mm7208a5_w
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