
 

 
Menu of Selected Tribal Laws Related to 
Mosquito and Vector Control 
American Indian and Alaska Native tribes are sovereign nations that maintain a government-to-
government relationship with the United States.1 There are currently 567 federally recognized tribes 
throughout the contiguous United States and Alaska.2 In addition to exercising political sovereignty, 
tribes exercise cultural sovereignty through traditions and religious practices unique to each tribe’s 
history and culture.3 Cultural sovereignty “encompasses the spiritual, emotional, mental, and physical 
aspects” of Native people’s lives and is a foundation to tribal exercise of political sovereignty.4  
 
As sovereign nations, tribes have inherent authority to protect the public health and welfare of their 
citizens and “to make their own laws and be ruled by them.”5 Thus, in the context of vector-borne 
disease control, tribes have the authority to engage in vector-control activities using methods most 
appropriate for their communities.6 Tribes have exercised this authority by passing laws related to 
mosquito and vector control and by providing mosquito and vector control services through tribal 
agencies and programs.7  
 
This menu offers examples of selected tribal laws related to mosquito and vector control. It can be used 
by jurisdictions interested in developing or updating their own vector-borne disease control laws to 
respond to vector-borne disease threats, such as the Zika virus.  Tribal laws provide examples of vector 
control laws in various settings, including solid waste management, nuisance control, and insecticide 
use.   
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For more information about the Zika Virus, visit CDC’s web page. CDC’s Tribal Support Unit also 
maintains a Zika Resources for Tribes web page.   

Solid Waste Management Laws 
One method of controlling mosquito and other vectors is by managing solid waste. Solid waste refers 
“mainly to non-biodegradable items of household, community and industrial waste.”9 Vector control 
laws require proper disposal, collection, and storing of waste in order to limit breeding grounds for 
mosquitos and other vectors.10 For example, the Swinomish Tribal Code requires that “[a]ll solid waste 
shall be stored so that it does not . . . [a]ttract rodents, flies, mosquitoes, or other animals that do or 
may carry disease.”11 
 
Similarly, the Cherokee Code of the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Nation requires that open dumps 
used for the disposal of solid waste be closed and that this waste be disposed of properly, as outlined in 
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the code.12 The code further authorizes “the Deputy Operating Officer or his or her authorized 
representative in coordination with other Tribal programs as necessary, [to request the implementation 
of] effective vector control . . . measures” at those dumps.13 
 
The Poarch Creek Indians Tribal Code incorporates federal disease vector control procedures for the 
operation of municipal solid waste landfill (MSWLF) units by reference. 14 The law applies to MSWLF 
units on tribal property.15 Specifically, the federal law stipulates that “[o]wners or operators of all 
MSWLF units must prevent or control on-site populations of disease vectors using techniques 
appropriate for the protection of human health and the environment.”16 
 

Nuisance Control Laws  
When a property becomes a hazard to the public, nuisance control laws may be used to require the 
property owner to mitigate the nuisance.17 For mosquito and vector control, laws are used frequently to 
require property owners to clear containers that are potential breeding grounds for mosquitos. The 
Yurok Tribe of California’s Tribal Blight Ordinance, for example, prohibits individuals or businesses from 
maintaining “a blighted property or cause or permit property to be maintained as a blighted property.”18 
The ordinance defines “property blight” to include conditions that “[c]reate[ ] the potential for the 
harboring of rats, vermin, vector, or other similar nuisances.”19 
 

Insecticide Laws  
Mosquito and other vector populations can be managed through chemical control measures as well.20 
Chemical control measures include the use of insecticides, a form of pesticide, targeting both adult 
mosquitos (adulticide) and mosquito larvae (larvicide)21 and should be used as part of an integrated 
mosquito management program.22 Mosquito and vector control laws can either allow for the application 
of insecticides or establish standards for insecticide applicators.23  
 
For example, the Navajo Nation Pesticide Act requires, as a condition of certification to administer 
pesticides on the Navajo Nation,24 that commercial and public pesticide applicators “demonstrate 
practical knowledge of vector-disease transmission as it relates to and influences application programs. 
A wide variety of pests [are] involved, and it is essential that they be known and recognized, and 
appropriate life cycles and habitats be understood as a basis for control strategy. These applicators shall 
have practical knowledge of a great variety of environments ranging from streams to those conditions 
found in buildings. They should also have practical knowledge of the importance and employment of 
such non-chemical control methods as sanitation, waste disposal, and drainage.”25 
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questions regarding the application of law to a specific circumstance. The findings and conclusions in 
this summary are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official views of CDC. 

 
This menu includes tribal mosquito and vector control laws collected from WestlawNext on March 10, 
2016. 
 
Published November 30, 2016.  
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