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Dear I

Thank you for your request for an administrative review of the September 30, 2013,
determination not to add a class of employees from the Pantex Plant, Amarillo, Texas, to the
Special Exposure Cohort (SEC), established by the Energy Employees Occupational Illness
Compensation Program Act of 2000 (EEQICPA).

Pursuant to 42 CFR § 83.18(b), and because you filed a challenge to this determination,

a panel of three Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) personnel, independent of the
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), was appointed to conduct an
administrative review. The panel has now completed its review of your challenge.

In its final report and subsequent addendum, the panel concluded that HHS complied with the
regulatory procedures set out in 42 CFR part 83. However, with respect to internal exposures to
uranium, certain data and facts regarding the history of early operations at the Pantex Plant do
not exist, or are substantially conflicting in the administrative record. Accordingly, this
insufficiency in the record did not permit the Panel to confirm the factual accuracy of the
information supporting the final decision or the principal findings and recommendations of
NIOSH and those of the Board. Thus, the Panel concluded that your challenge has merit, and
they recommended that I revise the previous decision.

NIOSH agreed to provide a new designation comporting with the panel’s recommendation. 1
have approved that designation, and it is being sent to Congress, as required by the EEOICPA
regulations. You will be provided with additional information from NIOSH in due course.

[ 'am enclosing a copy of the administrative review panel’s final report and addendum, and the
NIOSH response, which I hope you will find helpful.

Sincerely,
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Sylvia M. Burwell

Enclosures

































Signature on File

Signature on File

Signature on File















Signature on File

Signature on File

Signature on File






	Letter to Petitioner in Reponse to Administrative Review Request
	HHS Administrative Review Panel's Final Report and Addendum
	NIOSH Response to Administrative Review Panel's Final Report



