
 

 

 

Probability of Causation 
A Closer Look at the Research Behind Your Claim 

Fact Sheet 

Q: 
A: 

What is probability of causation? 
The probability of causation is the determination of whether or not the 
energy employee’s cancer was at least as likely as not related to 
employment at the work site. Department of Labor (DOL) is responsible 
for determining the probability of causation. 

Q: What information is used to determine the probability 
of causation? 

A: Specific information about the energy employee is used to determine the 
probability of causation. This includes the type of cancer, the energy 
employee’s age, the year the cancer was diagnosed, the type and level of 
radiation to which the energy employee was exposed, and many other 
details. 

Q: 
A: 

How will I know if I will be compensated? 
The probability of causation is expressed as a percentage between 0% and 
100%. A probability of causation of 50% or greater means your claim is 
eligible for compensation. DOL is responsible for determining 
compensation. 

Q: 
A: 

How accurate is the calculation for probability of causation? 
The calculation is a high estimate of the likelihood or “probability” that the 
cancer covered by your claim might have been related to the amount of 
radiation dose in your dose reconstruction. The calculation gives your claim 
a very large benefit of the doubt. 
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For more information on probability of causation, visit 

www.cdc.gov/niosh/ocas 
E-mail questions to: dcas@cdc.gov 

or call 1-877-222-7570 
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