Congress of the Hnited Stales
Heshingbon, BE 20515

Jamuary B, 2007

The Hosorable Blaine Chao

Secrewry of Labor

Department of Labor

Franees Pediing Building, Third Street and Constmgion Avenug, NW
Washington, C 20210

The Honorable Michael Leavin

Secretary of Healih and Humen Services
Depactment of Health and Human Services
206 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DO 20201

Paul L. Ziemer, PED., Chatrenan

Advisory Board on Radiation apd Worker Fealth
920 Southview Difve Norh

Lafaveue, IN 47000

Lewis V., Wade, PaD, Exeoutive Seeretary
Advisory Bosrd on Radistion and Werker Health
Hubert . Humphrey Bldg.

200 Independence Ave., 8%, Room 715H
Washingon, DO 202401

Drear Secretary Chino, Secrelnry Leavit, Dr. Zicmer and Ty, Wads:

O March 16, 2006, we wiotg to express our deop concem abeat the maplementation of the
Energy Employees Occupational Hiness Compensation Program Act (FEOICPA) snd the
operaticns of the Advisery Board on Radiation and Worker Health, Administration decuments
demonstrate beyond question that officialy of the Bush Admindstration bave songht to reduce
expendirres by measwres that would result in denying compensation to deserving workers under
the EEQICPA program. One proposed step wward that end was to appoint to the Advisory
Board oaly members who could be expeeiad w be hostile 1o Special Exposure Cohort petitions.

Special Exposure Cobort petitions are sllowed under BEOICPA 1w enable workers (o receive
benefits in circumstances where the tederal govenment, or its vontractors, Siled fo create or to
maintain religble records of the workers' exposwres to radiation. A recent study by an
irdependent consultant hes confirmed our view - which was the basis for proposed legisiation to
include Rocky Flats workers in the Cohort - that the exposurs recards of 2 sample of Rocky
Flats emplovess are grossly incomplets and unreliable,
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The response of National Institute for Ocvupational Safery and Mealth (NIOSH) to this repost
was {0 temporarily block acoess by this consubtant (o sny further relevant records - and while
some aecess bas evidently been restored - that response £t the patiem of resistance o making
payments in accordance with the intent of the Act,

I short, this Adminismation has acted to deny and disguise the madequacy of the exposure
rectrds of the Rocky Flats workers and then, when these workers exercised thew stamutory right
to seek nchusion in tie Special Exposare Cobont, the Administeation s sought to stack the
Advisory Board with relisble opponents of SEC petitiong, This conduet is shameful.

We have written o you and have comessated publicly oo numerous occasions, urging vou ©
stop delaying und impeding the Rocky Flats workers' petition, To demonsirate the depth of our
concern, on December 11, Senslor Salezer put o hold on the nomination of Leon Seguders o 8
Department of Labor position until the composition of the Advisory Board s adjusted so that it
will more faldy consider SEC petitions.

Since that aetion, we have been advised that the Administration has submitied 1o pominations
o the Adviscey Boand, We ackpowledge that this i & Significant step forward, b, even with
these two nominatdons, the Beard vill not be returned 1w the balance Intended by Congress,

The Advisory Board has also recently atmonnced s intention to mede a foal deferminadion on
the Rocky Flats SEU petition in February, despite $ie continuing isvestigation into the
inadequacy and mz"zkaiazizéy of the Rocky Flats exposue records and d{ﬁsgﬁzm the continuing
imbalanee of the Bosrd, Although we - and the Rogky Flats workers and their families - ave
apxious  reach g wm:?usmﬁ to this drawn oot administrative process, 13 would be wrong 1 rugh
0 fudgment in such clreumstances,

We therefore request that the Advisery Board not set on the Rocky Flats SEC petition st the
Board's February meeting, and should not act umil the independent investigation into the Rocky
Flats worker exposure records is concluded and the Advisory Board bas been restored o the
bakanve intersded by Congress,

L the event that the agenda for the Advisory Board's February meeting includes sction on the
Rocky Flats SEC petition, it is owr intention 1 sppear personally at that meeting to make our
position clear and 10 sot forth the Giets that have brought ug w0 this position.

Sinoerely,
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Ken Salazar Mark Udall Eg zmmtr
United States Senafor Member of Congress Member of Congress
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