
Prevent the sinking
• Avoid severe weather
• Ensure vessel is watertight
• Evaluate your stability

Train and drill
• Take a marine safety 

training class
• Conduct monthly drills

Maintain lifesaving 
equipment

• Immersion suit
• Life raft
• VHF radio/EPIRB
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Increase your chances of
surviving a vessel sinking

Here’s what you can do:

Vessel sinkings are the leading cause of
commercial fishing fatalities nationwide.
Learn what factors can improve chances
of survival for you and your crew.

Learn more about surviving a vessel sinking: 
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/fishing/vesseldisasters.html
Learn about our recommendations to fishermen:
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/fishing/default.html#recommendations
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