




















































































































































Dr. John Howard
CDC/Niosh
395 E Street, S.W.
Suite 9200, Patriots Plaza
Washington, D.C. 20201
Phone (202) 245-0625
Fax (202) 245-0628.                                                                June 2, 2022

Dear Mr.Howard:

This is a request to add an addendum to my petition to add ALS to the WTC list of covered
illnesses. I am asking for a reasonable accommodation to add pertinent information that was not
available last July. Why did I have to wait so long to get a response?  People like suffering from
ALS are being ignored. This is a terrible illness please don’t waste any more time getting this
covered.

I am sick and it is no fault of my own that is a fact.

I have tested negative on genetic test to rule out this disease is genetically related

I have tested positive for the metal antimony (sb on the periodic chart) in my blood. The same
metal as the  NYPD officer Hanson  had in his brain fluid and tissue.
This metal was used in the Trade Center as a fire retardant.

If the FDNY average is 5 per 15,000…..let’s say 20,000 for members hired/retired……this
means we have 5 times the rate of ALS than the national average. This is an alarming number.

National Average for ALS is either 2/100,000 or 5.6/100,000 depending on which peer reviewed
article you believe. In any event this is exponentially greater than the national average.

Pubmed.gov
National Library of Medicine
National Center for Biotechnology Information

If you search on Pubmed.gov
ALS and Metals…..1,894 articles
ALS and toxins…….582 articles
ALS and diesel……13 articles



Point being there is plenty of data available plus the military precedent has coverage for ALS
and they have a much larger sample size. (Since 2009)

I have done the research…. You made a mistake not including neurological diseases…..please
fix this. ALS is a rare disease …..you will not have hundreds of people with ALS but myself and
many others are unfortunately suffering from it and are not covered by the WTC. The level of
care is very expensive and has put a level of stress on my wife and children.

If you search Guam/ALS…in Pub Med…..this article strongly relates metals with ALS and also
notes an incubation period of 18 to 20 years from exposure to illness. That’s the period we are
in now. (Footnote7)

The following FDNY members have ALS…..plus more guy’s showing signs of ALS but not yet
diagnosed.

Other rescue worker’s with ALS

Never Forget was the motto

Thank You




