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Docket Office Manager !
Division of Standards, Development & Technology Transfer (DSDTT)
NIOSH

4776 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnati, OH 45226

Re: Workers’ Family Protection Act Notice in MMWR, Vol. 24, #48, Page 943
Dear Docket Office Manager:

In the MMWR, you describe that on November 15, 1993 a request was published in the Federal
Register, asking for information relevant to implementing the Workers® Family Protection Act.
You asked for information regarding incidents of family poisonings or home contaminations by
substances inadvertently carried home by workers on their clothing, equipment, or person.

I would like to alert you to the National Data System, which is a joint computerized
epidemiologic effort of the American Association of Poison Control Centers and serves as a
computerized data base for the 3 million, or so, calls nationwide each year to the participating
certified regional poison centers. As such, it can serve as an immense resourceful data base for
information concerning your requests.

As a person familiar with your director in Cincinnati, Dr. Fine, I would like to vouch for the
credibility of this informational source, which can be facilitated through Dr. Krenzelock and Dr.
Litovitz of the American Association of Poison Control Centers, with the data repository being
at Dr. Litovitz’s location.

If T can be of further service in providing this information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Medic_a1 Toxicologist
TLK:at23
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Docket Office Manager
DSDTT

CC:
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Lena Day, R.N., B.S.
Manager

North Texas Poison Center
Parkland Memorial Hospital
Dallas, TX 75235

Larry Fine, M.D.

Mail Stop R-12

Robert Taft Lab, NIOSH
4776 Columbia Parkway.
Cincinnati, OH 45226

Edward P. Krenzelok, PHARM D
Pittsburgh Poison Center

3705 5th Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Toby Litovitz, M.D.
Georgetown University Hospital
3800 Reservoir Road, NW
Washington, DC 20007
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Flood-Related Mortality — Continued

or swiftly moving flood waters. In this report, 75% (27/36) of the drownings that oc-
curred during the summer and fall floods in Missouri were motor-vehicle-related.

The findings in this report underscore the importance of two strategies for prevent-
ing flood-related injuries and death. First, information about flood and post-flood
hazards must be disseminated rapidly and widely to groups at increased risk for in-
jury. For example, motorists should be warned not to drive through areas inundated
by flash floods, not to enter swiftly moving water, and that only 2 feet of water can
carry away most automobiles (7). In addition, recreational activities, such as wading
or bicycling, in flooded areas should be discouraged. Second, hydrologic studies and
hazard analyses should address potentiaily flood-prone tributaries. The hazard poten-
tial of such areas during flash floods should be identified, and appropriate warning
signs should be posted. MDH is continuing surveillance of flood-related martality to
monitor circumstances of death. :
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Notice to Readers

Workers’ Family Protection Act

On November 15, 1993, CDC's National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH) published in the Federal Register * a request for existing information relevant
to implementing the Workers’ Family Protection Act’. NIOSH is requesting informa-
tion on incidents of family poisonings or home contaminations by substances
inadvertently carried home by workers on their clothing, equipment, or person and on
regulations and methods for dealing with such incidents. Copies of the Federal Regis-
ter announcement are available from the Docket Office Manager, Division of
Standards Development and Technology Transfer (DSDTT), NIOSH; telephone (513)
533-8304. Additional information is available from the Deputy Director, DSDTT, v
NIOSH,; telephone (513) 533-8302. )

*58 FR 60202-60204.
t29 U.S.C. 5671a.




