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In early 1998, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) became
involved in efforts to prevent worker injuries in highway work zones. An important part of
this initiative was a workshop held in December, 1998, entitled “Preventing Vehicle and
Equipment-Related Occupational Injuries in Highway and Street Construction Work Zones.’
The workshop was attended by more than 50 individuals from federal government agencies,
labor, private industry, state departments of transportation, trade organizations, and academia.
Discussion at the workshop emphasized four topic areas: (1) safety of all workers on foot
around traffic vehicles: (2) safe operation of construction vehicles and equipment in highway
work zones; (3) planning for safe operations within work zones; and (4) special safety issues
associated with night work in highway construction. Input provided by workshop participants
has been synthesized with safety research and injury data to produce a draft NIOSH
document: Building Safer Highway Work Zones: Measures to Prevent Worker Injuries from
Vehicles and Equipment. In preparing the attached draft, our goal has been to describe injury
prevention measures that can be implemented by contractors, policy makers, and
manufacturers, offering practical, sound recommendations that will be broadly acceptable to
all with an interest in work zone safety.

You are receiving this draft document because you were unable to attend the December
workshop but expressed an interest in reviewing, or because you have been recommended by
others as a reviewer. We request that you review the draft and return your written comments
to Ms. Diane Miller, at the address below, by September 15, 1999.

Ms. Diane Miller

NIOSH Docket Officer
Mailstop C-34

4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45226-1998

Leroy Mickelsen, %
0'71, poc i) M
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Early in August, the draft document will be posted to the NIOSH home page for public
comment at this location: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/workzone.html. We would appreciate
your bringing this to the attention of anyone who may have an interest in providing comments.

Thank you for your interest and input in improving the safety of highway construction
workers. We look forward to receiving your comments. You will receive a copy of the final

document. We anticipate publication early in 2000. Please contact any of us if you would
like more information.
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Stephanie G. Pratt David E. Fosbroke

Suzanne M. Kisner

Attachment




Building Safer Highway Work Zones:
Measures to Prevent Worker Injuries From Vehicles and Equipment

Introduction
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within the confines of the work zone in the remaining 102 incidents. In all but seven of the
incidents involving a traffic vehicle, the motorist left the traffic space and intruded into the work
space, striking the worker. For 77 (70%) of the intrusion fatalities, the CFOI narrative denoted /W’W
the worker’s activity at the time of the incident. The most prominent work tasks were repairing ?
the road (33), flagging (21), and setting or moving traffic control devices (14). For intrusion
fatalities, the primary s:_@Rccs of injury were cars (45%) and trucks (42%).
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v Require consistency in traffic control devices within a single work zone area. Move
toward uniformity in the type and placement of traffic control devices within local
jurisdictions, at the state level, and nationally.
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v Look at system-wide ways to reduce traffic volume, such as flex-time and telecommuting.
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In early 1998, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) became A
involved in efforts to prevent worker injuries in highway work zones. An important part of
this initiative was a workshop held in December, 1998, entitled “Preventing Vehicle and
Equipment-Related Occupational Injuries in Highway and Street Construction Work Zones.”
The workshop was attended by more than 50 individuals from federal government agencies,
labor, private industry, state departments of transportation, trade organizations, and academia.
Discussion at the workshop emphasized four topic areas: (1) safety of all workers on foot
around traffic vehicles: (2) safe operation of construction vehicles and equipment in highway
work zones; (3) planning for safe operations within work zones; and (4) special safety issues
associated with night work in highway construction. Input provided by workshop participants
has been synthesized with safety research and injury data to produce a draft NIOSH
document: Building Safer Highway Work Zones: Measures to Prevent Worker Injuries from
Vehicles and Equipment. In preparing the attached draft, our goal has been to describe injury
prevention measures that can be implemented by contractors, policy makers, and
manufacturers, offering practical, sound recommendations that will be broadly acceptable to
all with an interest in work zone safety.

You are receiving this draft document because you were unable to attend the December
workshop but expressed an interest in reviewing, or because you have been recommended by
others as a reviewer. We request that you review the draft and return your written comments
to Ms. Diane Miller, at the address below, by September 15, 1999.

Ms. Diane Miller

NIOSH Docket Officer
Mailstop C-34

4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45226-1998
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Early in August, the draft document will be posted to the NIOSH home page for public
comment at this location: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/workzone.html. We would appreciate
your bringing this to the attention of anyone who may have an interest in providing comments.
Thank you for your interest and input in improving the safety of highway construction
workers. We look forward to receiving your comments. You will receive a copy of the final

document. We anticipate publication early in 2000. Please contact any of us if you would
like more information.

Stepiani Y, Prstt Loy e 7kl

Stephanie G. Pratt David E. Fosbroke

Suzanne M. Kisner
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