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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
WASHINGYON. D C. 2023)

JAN 2 5 2006

The Honorable Ed Whitfield

Chairman

Subcommifies on Qversight ana Investigations
Comurmitte2 on Energy znd Commerce

U.S. House of Represensatives

Washington, D.C. 20513

Dear Mr. Whutileld:

Thank you for your letter regarding concerns zbowu? the healih and welfare of individuals
working in thoroughbred and quarter horse racing. The issues sudressed by the Subcommiues
on Oversight ard Invesngancns réflect concerns that warrani further evaluation.

In your letier, you requested the National tastitute for Occupational Safety (NIOSH) 1o
undertake 2 comprehensive inveatory of safely hazards in the industry  You noted concemns
aboul e following issues: weight and body far, track conditions, safety equipment, condition of
the rorses, track work rules, and quelificauons of jock2ys and riders, smong othiers. This hist
covers topics 1n the area of occupational health, werkplace safety, and labor law

[ will direct NIQSH 10 investigate your concems. Tlus would cntail assembling a rezm of
expens in diverse fields, researching currently avzilable informarion, defining the issues from 2
public nealth perspectivs, focusing on the highesi snority probiins most appropnately addressee
by NLOSH, developing 2n app:oach 10 gathening the necessary dald, and assessing the resources
that bkely will be needed. Fuzher, zs you request, | will tnstruct NIOSH 10 periodically brief the
Comminee staff on their ¢ffocis

Thank you for bringing this issue Lo my atiention. | ippreciale your commiineat 1o
ensuriag 2 safe and healthy work eavironment in the racing widusary. If you or your staff weuld
like o discuss this further, please contact Jason Breshm in the Centers for Diseasc Control and
Prevention's Washington Office at (202) 690-8598. [ alsu will provide this response to
Congressman Bzn Stupak whe co-signed your letter.

Sincercly,

Y
MO. M—i’ﬁ_
Michetl O Leavitt
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cc:
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The Honorable Joe Barton, Chairman
Comminee on Energy and Commerce

The Honorable iohn D. Dingell, Ranking Membzr
Commines on Energy and Commerce

Dr. Julie L. Gerberding, Director
Centers for Disease Cantrol and Pravention

Dr. John Howard, Director
Nartional Institute for Qecupational Safety and Health
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