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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
WASHINGYON, 0.C. 28281

JAN 25 2006

The Honorable Bart Stupak

Ranking Member

Subcammitnee on Oversight and Inveastigarions
Committec on Energy end Commerse

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20513

Dear Mr Stupak-

Thank you for your leiter regarding concerns aboul the health and welfars of individuals
warking in thoroughbrad and quaneér horse racing. The issues sddressad by the Subcommiutee
on Oversight and Investigations refl=ct sericus concerns that wamani futher evalugtion.

In your letter, you requesied the National Insiitcte for Occupational Safety (NLOSH) 10
undertake a comprehensive inventory of safety hazards in the industry. You noled concemns
about the fallowiny issues: weights and body fay, rrack conditions, safety equipment, coadition of
the horses, 1rack work rules, and qualificatons of jockeys and nders, among others. This list
covers topics in the arva of occupational health, workplace safety, and labor law.

1 will direct NIOSH to d=velop a plan to respond to your concems. This will require
gssembling 2 leam of expents i diverse fields, researching currently available informanon,
defining the issues from a public health perspective, focusing on the highest priority prooiems
most appropriately addressed by NIOSH, developing an apprazch 1o gathering the necessery
data, and assessing and obiaining the resources that likely will b¢ needed. Fumher, as you
request, { witl instruct NIOSH to periodically bref the Commities staff on taeir efforts.

Thank you for bringing this issue to my attention. !appreciate your commitment 1o
ensuring a safs and healthy werk environment in the ra¢ing industry. If you or your swff would
lik= 10 discuss this further, please contact Jason Broghm in the Ceaters for Discase Control and
Prevention’s Washungton Office ar (202) 690-8598. [ also watl provide this response 1o
Congrzssman Ed Whitfield who co-signed your letter.

Sincerely,

0. L&A

Michael O. Leavit
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The Honorabic Joe Barton, Chairman
Committee on Energy and Commerce

The Honorable John D. Dingzll, Ranking Member
Committee on Energy and Commesce

Dr. Julie L. Gerberding, Director
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Dr. John Howard, Director
National lastituie for Occupational Safety and Health
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