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Center for Regulatory Effectiveness
1601 Connecticut Ave, NW — Suite 500
Washington, DC 20009
Tel: (202) 265-2383  Fax: (202) 939-6969

www, TheC R com

April 23, 2010

via fax (513-533-8285) and cmail (nioshdocket@cde.gov

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
Docket Office, Mail Stop C-34

Robert A. Taft Laboratories

4676 Columbia Parkway

Cincinnati, OH 45226

Comments on Latest NTOSH Draft of
"Asbestos Fibers and Other Elongate Mincral Particles:
State of the Scicnce and Roadmap for Rescarch” (Version 4, Jan. 2010)
(NJOSH Docket 099A)

Dear NIOSH:

Like the previous drafls of the Roadmap, this draft contains numerous references to. and
discussions of] studics of the possiblc health cffects of talc mined in northern New York State.
The cover of the previous draft (June 2008) showed a USGS photograph of such talc that gave
the distinct impression that it is structurally similar to asbestos.

Although talc is a magnesium silicate, its structure, morphology, and physical propertics
arc very different from asbestos. [11 A great number of human health and toxicology studies of
talc also demonstrate that its biological eflects are very different from asbestos. In addition,
"talc" is marketed for many different purposes and has diflerent compositions. [/d.]' It oftcn
contains accessory mincrals (other than asbestos) in addition to pure talc that are uselul for
different commercial applications. "Commercial” or "industrial” talc is distinct from the talc
used in cosmetics, which is, of necessity, a very pure form of talc with a laminar or plate-like
[orm rather than an clongate or fibrous form. (Although sometimes talc that is laminar can
appear to contain elongate particles because those particles arc cither being viewed on edge or
are cleavage fragments.)

The "talc" mined in upstate New York (oflen referred to also as Gouverneur tale, R. T.
Vanderbilt (or "RTV") talc, or tremolitic talc) has long been recopnized as distinctive for its
considcrable fibrous-appcaring content, and it is not used in cosmetics.

' CRE is a regulatory and government imformation watchdog organization that is particularly interested

in regulatory and information issues that have broad implications. Talc health studics raisc many
controversial analytical issues and talc is of great commercial importance, being used in a widc varicty of
industrial and personal care applications (e.g., automotive plastics, ceramics, paints, paper,
pharmaceuticals, agricultural products, cosmetics and body powders).
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Our concern is that the frequent discussion of New York talc in the Roadmap might
reinforce the mistaken impression on the part of some (including some members of the scientific
community) that tale is generally similar 1o asbestos or contains asbestos. This distorted view
appears frequently, for example, in epidemiology studies involving talcum powder uscd as a
personal care product, in an attcmpt to provide a blologncally plausible explanation for an
apparent minor statistical association [2-8], and that view is often repeated on non-scientific
websites.[9)

Ln ordcr to avoid the possibility that the Roadmap could further contribute to this
confusion. we recommend that NTOSH add a comment, in a footnote or otherwise, to the effect
that mined talc varies from deposit to deposit, and that "New York State talc” is recognized as
distinctive for the elongate appearance of many of its particles and its composition, while pure
talc is laminar in form and very different from asbestos or other clongatc minerals.

Thank you for considering this matter. If you have any questions or need further
information, plcasc contact me at (208) 354-3050 or wokelly@silverstar.com

Sincerely,

25 47

William G. Kclly, Jr.
Western Representative and General Counsel
Center for Regulatory Effectiveness
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