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MAR 2 8 1988

The Honorable Frank R.:lLautenberg . ,

nited 3tates Senate

Vashington, D.C. 20510 DOCKET OFFICE COPY
Dear Senator Lautenberg:

Thank you for your letter of March 8 on behalf of your conmstituents
regarding the proposed regulations governing the certification of
respirators.

The current regulations under which the Mine Safety and Health
Administration and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health test and certify respirators (30 CFR Part 11) were originally
promulgated in 1972. During the last several yesrs, there has been a
growing consensus among the respirator manufacturers and user community
that these requirements need revision to reflect the technical advances in
the field and the increased knowledge regarding envirommental factors in
the workplace. ©Some of the steps taken to develop the proposed rule are
outlined in the enclosed preamble (52 FR 32402).

We are, of course, anxious to receive comments on both the technical and
policy elements of this proposed rule. Toward that end, in October we
announced two public hearings (52 FR 37639). The first took place in San
Prancisco on January 20, 1988, and the second was January 27-28, 1988, in
Washington, D.C. Enclosed is a copy of the opening statement from those
hearings which clarifies many of the misunderstandings of this regulation.
We have also extended the comment period until March 28, 1988 (53 FR 5595).

We look forward io hearing from all parties concerned, and I assure you
that #l1l comments received will be placed into the record and will be
carefully considered in any final rulemaking decisiom.

Sincerely yours, . .. Ciey
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*/ James O, Mason, M.D., Dr.P.H.
" Assiatant Surgeon-Geéneral
Director
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1 am enclosing a copy of a letter I have received
from Mr, George Johnston.

Please provide any information you might have
regarding this issue in order that I might be able to
respond to my constituent's inguiry. Please return the
enclosed correspondence with your repcrt and mark the
envelope to the attention of Tom Dosh.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

@m@ﬁ
FRL:tdb
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Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
{NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH™
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Reglster) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our Industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this Proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,(Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. oOtis Bowen, to reguest that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for yYour assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sipsrerely,

Vi
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Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

(609) 547-2122

January, 1988
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Washington, D.C. 20510 DQQ\(ET
Dear Senator: .

The National Institute for Occupatlional Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Assoclation of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
teels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
Just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFRB4 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on Your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,(Camden County district) labor
and industry. Wwe urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.
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ELMAR

Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.c. 20510

Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH} currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Reglister discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you conce you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincexely,

e
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Camden, New Jersey
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Safety Equipment Inc.

P.0. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100
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(609) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510 BQCKET QFFEGE GOPV

Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) requlations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
Just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Eguipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,(Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,

T M N
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Barrington, N.J.
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Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100
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January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
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Dear Senator: |

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regqulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
Just as lmportant as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
§700,000,000 which will threaten the very viabillity of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Eguipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,{Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed 1s a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,
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Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

(609) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510 | DGCKET OFHGE COPY

Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equlpment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
Just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,(Camden County district) labox
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to reguest that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem,.

Sincerely,

© TNl Cladc
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Saety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100
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(609) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building
wWashington, D.C. 20510
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Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1387, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) requlations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
Just as important as miners. I strongly belleve that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Ctis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,
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BELMAR

Safety Equipment Inc.

P.Q. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

(609) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

DOCKET OFFICE COPY

The National Institute for Occupational Health and safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

Dear Senator:

The safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,
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BELMAR

Safety Equipment Inc.

P.C. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

{609) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg

Washington, boo.- Jotrge oiiding DOCKET OFFICE COPY
Dear Senator: |

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On Auqust 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Reglister) requlations which will
have a disastrous Impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Egquipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical Interest tc New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which cutlines the propcsal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincergly,.
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Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

(609} 547-2122

January, 1988
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Dear Senator: '

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Assoclation of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United sStates that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as Important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,(Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
cbjectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,
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fety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100
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(608) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 1

PCKFT OFFiCE Copy

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Satfety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. oOn August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

Dear Senator:

The Safety Equipment Distributor's assoclation of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
Just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes wlll cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to reguest that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from You once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem,.

Sincerely,

g T oot

Marlton, New Jersey
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fety Equipment Inc.

P.0. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

{609) 547-2122

January, 1988
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Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to resplirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,(Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which ocutlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely, /




BELMAR

Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg

SH717 Hart Senate Office Building ‘
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Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Assoclatloen of whlich
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for Your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from you once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,
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BELMAR

Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

{609) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510 BQGKET OFHGE coPY

Dear Senator:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. oOn August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) requlations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. 1 strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viabllity of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed rullng be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and

I look forward to hearing from You once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,

QM’@

Audubon,
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fety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 08007-0100

(809) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg
SH717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator: | DQGKET OFFIcE COPV

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. On August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Safety Equipment Distributor's aAssociatlon of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
$700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey , (Camden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the proposal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from You once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sincerely,

O
Corre 3,




BELMAR

Safety Equipment Inc.

P.O. Box 100
Barrington, NJ 0B007-0100

(609) 547-2122

January, 1988

Senator Frank Lautenberg

SH717 Hart t £fi i i ‘
Wgshingign,sgr.lg.e gosige Autiding DDCKET OFFICE copv
Dear Senator: |

The National Institute for Occupatlional Health and Safety
(NIOSH) currently certifies respirators for use in general
industry, mining and construction. oOn August 27, 1987, NIOSH
proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regqgulations which will
have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The safety Equipment Distributor's Association of which
Belmar Safety Equipment of Barrington, New Jersey is a part,
feels strongly that this proposal must be withdrawn. The workers
of the United States that use respirators are better provided
for under the current NIOSH certification procedures applicable
to respirators. The people working in non-mining operations are
Just as important as miners. I strongly believe that
NIOSH proposal 42CFR84 of the Federal Register discriminates
against 90% of the workers using respirators today.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to
§700,000,000 which will threaten the very viability of the indus-
try as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of Belmar Safety Equipment
trust that we can count on your support in this matter of
critical interest to New Jersey ,(Carmden County district) labor
and industry. We urge you to immediately contact Health and
Human Services Secretary, Dr. Otis Bowen, to request that the
proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheet which outlines the propesal, our
objectives and recommendations.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this matter and
I look forward to hearing from You once you have contacted Secre-
tary Bowen as we are very anxious about the resolution of this
problem.

Sinceraly, e
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ISEA Fact Sheet /
(NIOSH proposal to change certification process {or respirators.)

I. Current Situation:

The National Institute for Occupational Salety and Health (NIQSH)
currently certifies respirators for use in general industry, mining and
.construction.

I1. Proposed Changes:_

On August 27, 1987, NIOSH proposed (42 CFR part 84, Federal
Register) to limit it's certification activities to respirators used in mining,
thereby requiring manufacturers of respirators used in f;_neral industry a

fid
censtruction to “self-certify” their products. R G 'u.;jf ﬂujg . /éc./u‘
R R N A

Manufacturers will be required to 1est their owan respirators in the
workplace or a simulated environment. However, the proposed “workplace”
stipulation requires that all tzsling be conducted in mining operatjons.

All respirators currently in use will have to be re-certified under the
new process and manufacturers will be required to re-test any respirators
which are modifizd in the most minor ways.

I11. Concerns about Proposed Changes:
(1) Testing in znd for the Wrong Environment:

Ninety per-cent of respirators used in the United States are for non-
mining use. By limiting respirator testing to mining, NIOSH is ignoring the -

safety and health needs of the vast majority of respirator users.

. (2) Economic Impact:

The costs of developing new standards, re-certification of existing
respirators and vorkplace t2sting (with po proven protocols) would create
an unbearable burden on manufacturers and end users. The net effect

70Ul bE @ ajor set-Lack 10 worker saiety.

(3) Effects on Industries which provide respirator protection for workers:
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It is likely that modifications required to make general industry
respirators meey mine standards as well as the increased costs of the end
product wilj adversely effect worker safety, Em ployers who have workers
in marginal need areas, may no longer provide respirators. Morecover
workers may not be willing to use respirators which are potentiaily oo

- large, too unwieldy and uncomfortable.

(4) Requirement for Workplace Testing:

While the Industriag Salety Equipmen Association (represeming
eVery major respirator manulacturer in the Unjted States) is not in principal

Opposed 1o workplace lesting, consensys standards and procedures must first
be developed.

For examole, it js presently impossible 10 test the broad array of

dilferent respiraiors in the work place because the technology is not yet
devefoped.

Even if the technology for workplace testing existed, there are not
enough mines in the Unjied States in which the lests can be performed
without threatening the safety of workers.

(5) “Self-Certification” is g misnomer:
Given the fact that NIOSH wil] review Lests results, reserve the right to
re-test at its discretion and continue to have the ullimate say, manufacturers

will, in effect, not be certifying. Instead, they will be testing their products
for NIOSH.

“minor ruling” as porirayed by NIOSH. This Would cause hardship on
manufacturers and end users and be in conflict with Executjve Order 12291,

(7). No Proiocol issue = Will proposed regulation:



for them to respond to the proposal in a meaninglul way because it js not
complete.

IV. Recommendations:

1. The Proposed 42 CRF 84 must be withdrawn.

2. If NIOSH is to no longer Cerlily respirators for general industr)é and
construction, resources must be committed 10 developing a consensus

standard for all respirator certification for use in all industrial applications.

3. This consensus standard must then be certified through a non-
governmental third party.
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