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January 20, 1988

The Honorable Arthur Ravenel, Jr. :
U.5. House of Representatives Sl g
Washington, D.C. 20515 T

Dear Congressman Ravenel:

The attached correspondence to Secretary Bowen regarding
the proposal by the National Institute for Occupational Safaty
and Health to modify the respirator certification process does
not represent the position of the Building and Construction
Trades Department of the AFL-CIO.

The Building and Construction Trades Department firmly
pelieves that the National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health is fully committed to improving the conditions under
which our members must work and seeks to achieve this through:
the - proposed modification of the respirator certification—-.
process.,

The proposed modification reflects a dedicated effort by
the professionals at NIOSH to improve the respiratory protec-
tion of the nation’s working men and women whose livelihood and
well-being depend, in one way or another, on such devices. The
Building and Construction Trades Department believes that this
modification of the respiratory protection certification
process is timely and reflects the best interests of the
construction tradesman and of all working people.

The Building and cConstruction Trades Department through
its Safety and Health Committee will develop an appropriate
position on the NIOSH proposal and may submit comments at the
January 26-27, 1988 hearings on this matter. However, in no
way should these remarks be interpreted to reflect opposition
or an endorsement of this particular proposal and most certain-
ly we do not endorse the notion that this proposed modification
would increase regulations or cause expensive bureaucratic
interferences mentioned in your letter.
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Should you need additional information regarding this
matter please do not hesitate to contact the Building and
Construction Trades Department’s Safety and Health personnel.

Sincerely,

;2‘,4,62’,.%_/.

Joe A. Adam
Chairman
Safety and Health Committee
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Enclosure

ce: The Honorable Otis R. Bowen, M.D.
The Honorable Strom Thurmond
The Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
Industrial cfafety Equipment Association
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Mine Safety and Health Administration
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the Honorakle Otis R. Rowan, ™MD ‘ﬁ“ﬂm

Secratary P9 G0 whe
Mﬁlrtnmt of Health and ..: o

unan Services ne

300 Independence Avanua, gs.W.
Wwashington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Bowen,

It has.comesto my attention that the-Nationel Inssitutasfer:
occupational Health and Safety has a;?pcl - lty-gn.g@rf“w-
Tes pator certification process. y in the-world would. FI0eNs
want to furthar impose restrictions on the Amerxican #a -
equipment induatry at grest expense to thet industry in £ -

of active opposition fromi
tndustrial Safety tquipment Association

3K
oceupational Safety and Health Administration
rrtudonbnrz :
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2040 of riorida
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Xnauf ribexr Glass
National Steel ard shippuilding Company
Rivaerside Camant Company
. puilding and Construttion Trade Group of the AFl~C10
FMC Corporation :
Hubbell, InG.
ACKMAT Corporation
calitornia state ?o!yt-chnieal-vnivuraity
Morton Thiekol, inc.
eWe Textren, Inc.
Xnaphelde Manufacturing Company

pPlease look into this matter and let me know your cheughiks,
1 thought our Repuplican administration was connitted to laan
regulations and axpensive pursaucratic interferanca.
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