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I am nurse epidemiologist, in infection control practice for
18 years, employed by the University of California Davis, Medical
Center. I am encouraging NIOSH to certify the Class C
particulate respirator for use in health care facilities for use
by employees to prevent exposure to TB patients.

The reclassification of respirators will allow for adequate
protection of employees without muffling or decreasing volume for
verbal communication with the patient. The HEPA filter
respirator interferes with verbal communication with the patient
and therefore interferes with patient care practice.

I recommend that fit-testing with Class C respirators be
eliminated.

Respectfully,

Parsha Kot

Marsha Koopman, R.N., MHA, CIC

Manager

Department of Epidemiology/
Infection Control

J
u 10 1,




