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Description

Data entry into NHSN can be performed in several ways including manual entry, data upload by CSV, and data upload by
CDA. When entering or uploading data into NHSN, there can be opportunities for entering extreme outlier values, which
is allowable, but may not necessarily be accurate. This document will focus on reporting and reviewing for height and
weight data on procedure records.

In the NHSN SSI Event protocol, height is defined as: The patient’s most recent height documented in the medical
record in feet (ft.) and inches (in.), or meters (m).

In the NHSN SSI Event protocol, weight is defined as: The patient’s most recent weight documented in the medical
record in pounds (lbs.) or kilograms (kg) prior to or otherwise closest to the procedure.

How to Enter Height and Weight data: Manual Entry

Height can be entered in feet (ft.) and inches (in.) or meters (m).

Procedure Details

Qutpatient *: Duration (Hrs:Mins) *:l:l:l:l

Wound Class *: | ~| General Anesthesia *: T
AsAScore: | v It is important to enter
Emergency *: Trauma*:[ V| Scope*:[ | height as either feet and
Diabetes Mellitus *: Closure Technigue *:| | M inches or meters. Only one
Surgeon Code: hd .
E— height should be entered
Heghtss| || Jor m o
T e R - for each procedure record.

Weight can be entered in pounds (lbs.) or kilograms (kg).

Procedure Details

Qutpatient *: Duration (Hrs:Mins) *:l:l:l:l

Wound Class *: | V| General Anesthesia*:[  v|
ASA Score: | v It is important to enter
E *: Ti *; S *: . .
mergency rauma cope Welght as elther pounds
Diabetes Mellitus *: Closure Technique *:| v| .
Surgeon Code: | V] or kilograms. Only one
Height *: | [ L or | |m WEight should be
Weight *: | 1bs or | | ke [eMI — entered for each
procedure record.
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How to Enter Height and Weight data: CSV Upload

For importing procedures by CSV files, the options for entering height include: height in feet and inches OR height in
meters. For every record, users must select one or the other. For weight, the options are weight in pounds or weight in

kilograms.
W X Y Z AA
htFeet htilnches htMetric wtEnglish wtMetric
5 6| 167
5 8 234

I 1.8 . 89.2

How to Search for and Edit Procedures Records with Extreme BMI (height
and weight) values:

To confirm height and weight data are correctly entered, please use the steps below:

Step 1: Access the “Line Listing — All Procedures” report located in the Procedure-level Data subfolder of the Supplemental
Reports folder and select Modify Report.
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Step 2: Modify the report to include all the required data elements for your review. The first three tabs can be optionally
modified to limit the amount of data included in your output data. For information on how to modify a report, please see:
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/ps-analysis-resources/howtomodifyreport.pdf.

The fourth tab, the Display Variables tab, should be modified to include the data needed to review the entries made for
height and weight.

Title/Format Time Period Filters Display Variables Sort Variables Display Options

Display Variables:

Awvailable Variables: Selected Variables:
ageAtProc Py “ orglD a “
all_incomplete ' patlD
anesthesia dob m
approach prociD
asa procDate
bedsize
birthWt EMI_val m
birthWtCode htFeet
birthwtCodeDesc htinches
bldLoss Include the following htMetric
bs2_allAdultExcl variables in the Selected wtEnglish
bs2_allPedExcl Variables List wtMetric
bs2_cmpx30dExcl
bs2_cmpxAdultEsxcl
bs2_cmpxPedExcl -

Step 3: Review the output and determine the changes needed to be made. In this fictitious facility, patient DHQP100201
is an adult with a BMI of 0.6718624, which is likely inaccurate. Please review the patient chart to gather the correct data.
Then proceed to step 4.

National Healthcare Safety Network

Line Listing for All Procedures
As of: January 31, 2025 at 7:31 PMUTC
Date Range: FROCEDURES procDateYM 204 3M01 to 2013M01

orglD patiD dob proclD procDate procCode BMI_val htFeet htlnches htMetric wiEnglish witMetric
10018 123458 00/24/1032 | 46752 01/05/2015 COLD 27.006014 5 11 1.800 200.00 00.71
10018 DHOF100201 10031060 | 53772 | 01022015 COLD 0.5715624 4 o 1.220 2.20 1.00
10018 DHQFP100202 01/20/1064 53772 01/26/2015 COLD 41.105462 5 1.600 232.00 105.23
10018 DHQFP100210 08201845 53781 01/11/2015 COLD 45166037 5 2 1.575 247.00 112,04
10018 DHQF100211  12/03/1045 63782 011192015 COLD 20.000352 & 11 2.1028 285.00 120.27
10018 DHOFP100226 12/03/1032 53707 01022015 COLD 54534450 5 1 1.540 250.00 131.00



https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/ps-analysis-resources/howtomodifyreport.pdf

Describing the output:

Based on the fictitious output above, all of the procedure records but one appear to be accurate. The procedure record
with ID 58772 shows an adult with a less than 1 BMI.

Step 4: Find and edit the procedure record with the correct data. Using the procedure ID (58772), this patient’s COLO
procedure record is updated with the correct data. In this instance, initially the patient’s weight in pounds was entered
as 2.2 Ibs instead of 122 |bs. The record is edited and the weight is changed to 220Ib, which updates the BMI
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Procedure Details
Qutpatient *: Duration (Hrs:Mins) *:‘8 HB ‘
Wound Class *: | CC - Clean-contaminated V| General Anesthesia *:
ASA Score: | 4 - A patient with severe systemic disease that is a constant threat to life W
Emergency *: Trauma *: Scope *:
Diabetes Mellitus *: Closure Technique *:‘ OTH - Other than primary V‘
Change Surgeon Code: | 410 - Sweet, Carl v|

g??g; ';r;m Height*:(4 |0 or |1.22
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Procedure Details

QOutpatient *: Duration (Hrs:Mins) *:‘8 |:|6 ‘
Wound Class *: | CC - Clean-contaminated V| General Anesthesia *:

ASA Score: |4 - A patient with severe systemic disease that is a constant threat to life W

Diabetes Mellitus *: Closure Technique *:‘OTH - Other than primary V|

Surgeon Code: 410 - Sweet, Carl v

Hefght*:‘cl HO |0r|1_22 ‘m

Once the update is made, generate new analysis datasets to incorporate the changes into the dataset.

Data
changed to
122 Ibs

What if the height and weight are not available?

If the patient’s current height and/or weight are unavailable, NHSN recommends that the data be reported as 1 each. If
the patient’s height is available but the weight is unavailable, report both height and weight as 1 each. If the patient’s
weight is available but the height is unavailable, report both weight and height as 1 each. If the patient’s height and weight
are unavailable, the above guidance is used, the procedure will be excluded from the SIR.



