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Overview
National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) and COVID-19 Reporting



NATIONAL HEALTHCARE SAFETY NETWORK (NHSN) 

 Secure, internet-based surveillance system managed by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

 Open to a variety of healthcare facilities in the United States 
 Tool for the collection, analyses, and summarization of data on healthcare 

associated infections (HAIs), adverse healthcare events, antimicrobial use 
and resistance, adherence to prevention practices, exposures, and 
outcomes

 Collaborations with local and state public health agencies, and professional 
groups



https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html



NHSN Long-term Care Facility Types

Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) / Nursing Homes (NH)

Assisted Living Facilities (AL) and Residential Care Facilities

Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities 
(labeled in NHSN as Intermediate and chronic care facilities for developmentally 
disabled -LTC-DEVDIS)



LTCF COVID-19 Module: 5 Surveillance Pathways

February 2021



Tips for Surveillance Pathway Data Reporting

 Report in each pathway at least once per week
 Respond to non-count questions once per week
 Report only NEW counts since the last time counts were reported to 

NHSN
 Report new counts on the correct date for reporting week when possible

Important! Facilities reporting to NHSN do still need to follow state and 
local public health reporting requirements



One Stop Browsing for NSHN LTCF COVID-19 Module Resources

Visit NSHN LTCF COVID-19 Module web-page for reporting resources

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html


View Data Collection Forms and Form Instructions



Surveillance Pathway Data Reporting 
Options for Reporting Data to NHSN: CSV Import and Manual



NHSN Home Page > COVID-19 > Daily Entry 
> Calendar View Opens



Use Arrow Icons to Navigate Dates



Options for Surveillance Pathway Data Reporting



Each Saved Pathway will be Highlighted as….. 
Complete or Incomplete



Import and Export Options



Considerations for Importing Data to NHSN

Manually entered data 
will over-ride uploaded 
data if submission dates 

are the same

Uploaded data by one 
group can be 

overwritten by a second 
group uploading data 

for the same LTCF

A facility can choose to have a group report data on its behalf



Resources for Importing Data

 CSV data file templates for facility and groups
 Guidance documents with importing requirements

[variable names, values, format, description]

Visit NSHN LTCF COVID-19 Module web-page 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html


Manual Data Entry
Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway  

NHSN COVID-19 Module





COVID-19 Module: Five Surveillance Pathways



Click on the Resident Impact and Facility Capacity 
Pathway tab to Open



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Facility Capacity: All Beds and Current Census



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway

Admissions: COVID-19 Admissions and Re-admissions

Includes newly admitted/re-admitted residents since last 
date “Admissions” count reported to NHSN

Excludes recovered residents

Excludes residents preemptively isolated



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Positive Tests: NEW counts only

A resident(s) newly positive for COVID-19 since last 
date “Positive Tests” count reported to NHSN

Based on initial positive viral test result from either 
an antigen or NAAT [PCR] test

Re-infected resident if more than 90 days between 
the initial and current positive viral test. 



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway

Test Type: Required if Positive Tests count is greater than 0



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Example: Test Type 



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Calculated Total Confirmed: Auto-populated based on responses to Test Type

NHSN calculated metric used to identify total confirmed cases of COVID-19 by 
removing probable false positive antigen results 



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Example: Calculated Total Confirmed



Vaccination 
Status 

Specify vaccination status for 
each resident included in the 
Positive Tests count. Excludes 

potential false positives

• Sub-question of Positive Tests
• The default in the application for responses is “0”
• Replace “0” where count is greater than “0” for reporting period
• Vaccinated: At least 14 days between the most recent COVID-19 

vaccine dose received and the specimen collection date for the newly 
positive viral test used to detect SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19).



Vaccination Status 



Vaccination
Status 

Example



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Re-Infections: A sub-set of count for Positive Tests



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway

Example: Re-infections

 Symptomatic vs asymptomatic is subset of re-infection count
 Enter count(s) for symptomatic and/or asymptomatic only if 

Re-Infection count is greater than “0”
 If the answer is “0” enter a “0” in the box



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Total Deaths: ALL causes, including COVID-19 



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
COVID-19 Deaths: Sub-set of Total Deaths Count

COVID-19 Deaths: Count includes new resident deaths when death 
is a result of COVID-19 infection and/or complication.



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
NON-COVID-19 Respiratory illness: Influenza

New positive influenza test result 



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
New onset of respiratory illness symptoms AND either negative viral test 

results for influenza (flu) and/or SARS-CoV-2 OR no testing performed



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Co-Infections: Influenza and COVID-19

Positive viral test result for both influenza (flu) AND SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19).

Include if the positive viral specimens (flu and COVID-19) are collected 
within 7 calendar days of one another. 

A resident included in the Influenza and COVID-19 count is also to be 
included in the individual counts for both Influenzaand Positive Tests



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
Example: Influenza and COVID-19



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
SARS-CoV-2 Viral Testing: Residents and staff/facility personnel 



Resident Impact and Facility Capacity Pathway
SARS-CoV-2 Viral Testing: Residents and staff/facility personnel 



Take aways and 
reminders

Questions requiring 
a count 

If the answer is zero (0), enter a “0” as 
the response. If left blank, will appear 
as missing data.

Only include NEW counts since the 
last time counts were collected for 
reporting to NHSN. 

Do not include a resident/staff in the 
same count every day. 



Take aways and 
reminders

Reporting Frequency 
for count and non-
count questions 

If new counts are reported daily, a 
weekly total count is not needed

If reporting more than once per week, 
do not include same resident/staff in 
more than one count for the question

Non-count questions are to be answered 
once a week



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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