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National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) COVID-19 Module Updates

Open Office Hours
National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) 
COVID-19 Module Updates for August 2020

Dates: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 and 
Thursday, September 3, 2020

Speaker: Angela Anttila, PhD, MSN, NP-C, CIC



Objectives

 Review recent modifications to NHSN COVID-19 module
 Discuss common questions about the COVID-19 Module and NHSN 

response with justification to improve understanding
 Provide participants with resources 
 Respond to participant questions 



August 2020 Modifications



COVID-19 Updates in August 
2020 (August 10 NHSN Release)

• New lab questions for residents and staff and 
personnel

• Prioritize testing resources to facilities

• Frequency of testing and turn-around time 
for results are important for optimal control

• Barriers to expanded viral testing 
• Timeliness of results
• Characterize testing practices between 

residents and staff and personnel



COVID-19 Updates in August 2020 (August 29 NHSN Release)

 In-House, Point-of-Care COVID-19 Testing questions
– Direct resources based on responses
– Availability of Point-of-Care testing machines and test kits (referred to as supplies)
– Impact on prevention/outcomes

 Questions are retro-active to August 10, 2020 – responses optional



COVID-19 Updates in August 2020 (August 29 NHSN Release)

 In-House, Point-of-Care COVID-19 Testing questions, continued

NHSN testing questions do NOT satisfy reporting requirements under 
the CLIA waiver

– Questions related to CLIA: LabExcellence@cms.hhs.gov
– Question related to LTC Enforcement: DNH_Enforcement@cms.hhs.gov
– Questions related to the nursing home testing requirement: 

DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov

mailto:LabExcellence@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:DNH_Enforcement@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov


Visit NHSN LTCF COVID-19 Module Web-Page

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html



Enhanced Data Security
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html



Steps for Increasing LTCF 
SAMS Level Access to 

NHSN
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/sa
ms-access.html

For questions about getting started or if 
you experience problems during 
enrollment, please contact the NHSN 
user support nhsn@cdc.gov
Include “Enhancing Data Security” in the 
subject line

mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov


Responses to Common Questions



https://www.fda.gov/media/140161/download



FDA Emergency Approval



Presumptive Test Results
Question:  How should presumptive test results be considered for NHSN COVID-19 
reporting? Should a facility include a newly positive COVID-19 presumptive test 
result in the NHSN “Confirmed” count? 

Response: YES. A resident/healthcare worker with a newly positive COVID-19 test 
result must be included in the COVID-19 “Confirmed” 

Justification

 Test sensitivity can vary between testing platforms and other factors, such as 
presence or absence of symptoms, recent exposure, prevalence in community, 
timing between antigen and PCR testing. Antigen tests have lower sensitivity 
compared to molecular (increased risk for false negative results), but 
comparable specificity to identify individuals  with COVID-19 infection

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-antigen-testing.html
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/conditions/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/case-definition/2020/08/05/



Reinfection 
Question
 Are reinfections in residents and staff reportable in NHSN? 

Response
 YES. Individuals with recurrent symptoms after the first 3 months (>90 

days) who test positive for COVID-19 should be considered newly positive 
and included in the “Confirmed” COVID-19 count. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/faq.html



Personal Protective Equipment Availability (PPE)
Question
 If my facility is continuing to operate at contingency or crisis capacity standards 

despite having enough PPE to move higher up on the optimization hierarchy, how 
do we respond to following question, “does your facility have enough of each 
supply for one week?”

Response
 Responses to be based on the availability of PPE and how long the supplies 

would last if the facility were operating at a conventional level.
Justification
 NHSN data about PPE and supplies are leveraged to evaluate supply needs and to 

direct resources where needed to return to operating at conventional capacity.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/index.html



Reporting Total Deaths and COVID-19 Deaths
Question
 How long after a resident is discharged or transferred to another facility do 

I report a death?
Response
 If a resident is discharged from the reporting facility COVID-19 free and is 

documented as “non-expected” to return, surveillance stops at discharge
 If a resident is transferred to another facility with COVID-19, a subsequent 

death must be counted
 If a resident is transferred to another facility with “expected return,” a 

subsequent death must be counted



Resources: CMS
 Interim Final Rule (IFC), CMS-3401-IFC, Additional Policy and Regulatory Revisions in Response to the 

COVID-19 Public Health Emergency related to Long-Term Care (LTC) Facility Testing Requirements and 
Revised COVID-19 Focused Survey Tool 

– https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-
certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/interim-final-rule-ifc-cms-3401-
ifc-additional-policy-and-regulatory-revisions-response-covid-19

 Interim Final Rule (IFC), CMS-3401-IFC, Updating Requirements for Reporting of SARS-CoV-2 Test Results 
by (CLIA) of 1988 Laboratories, and Additional Policy and Regulatory Revisions in Response to the COVID-
19 Public Health Emergency 

– https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-
certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/interim-final-rule-ifc-cms-3401-
ifc-updating-requirements-reporting-sars-cov-2-test-results-clia

 Frequently Asked Questions: COVID-19 Testing at Skilled Nursing Facilities/ Nursing Homes
– https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-faqs-snf-testing.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/interim-final-rule-ifc-cms-3401-ifc-additional-policy-and-regulatory-revisions-response-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/interim-final-rule-ifc-cms-3401-ifc-additional-policy-and-regulatory-revisions-response-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/interim-final-rule-ifc-cms-3401-ifc-updating-requirements-reporting-sars-cov-2-test-results-clia
https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/interim-final-rule-ifc-cms-3401-ifc-updating-requirements-reporting-sars-cov-2-test-results-clia
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-faqs-snf-testing.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-faqs-snf-testing.pdf


Resources: CMS
 COVID-19 Nursing Home Search Data 

– https://www.medicare.gov/NursingHomeCompare/search.html

 CMS Policy & Memos to States and Regions
– https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Policy-and-

Memos-to-States-and-Regions

 CMS-CDC Fundamentals of COVID-19 Prevention for Nursing Home Management 
(training opportunities)

– https://qioprogram.org/cms-cdc-fundamentals-covid-19-prevention-nursing-home-management

 FDA -Coronavirus Testing Basics
– https://www.fda.gov/media/140161/download

https://www.medicare.gov/NursingHomeCompare/search.html
https://www.medicare.gov/NursingHomeCompare/search.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Policy-and-Memos-to-States-and-Regions
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Policy-and-Memos-to-States-and-Regions
https://qioprogram.org/cms-cdc-fundamentals-covid-19-prevention-nursing-home-management
https://qioprogram.org/cms-cdc-fundamentals-covid-19-prevention-nursing-home-management
https://www.fda.gov/media/140161/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/140161/download


Resources

 Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 2020 Interim Case Definition, Approved 
August 5, 2020 

– https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/conditions/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/case-
definition/2020/08/05/

 Considerations for Interpreting Antigen Test Results in Nursing Homes
– https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp/nursing-home-testing-algorithm-

508.pdf

 Interim Guidance for Rapid Antigen Testing for SARS-CoV-2
– https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html

https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/conditions/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/case-definition/2020/08/05/
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/conditions/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/case-definition/2020/08/05/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp/nursing-home-testing-algorithm-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp/nursing-home-testing-algorithm-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
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