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100 YEARS OF MARRIAGE AND
DIVORCE STATISTICS: 1867-1967

Alexander A. Plateris, Ph.D., Division of Vital Statistics

A CENTURY OF DATA
Data Collection

The history of marriage and divorce statistics
in the United States’is long and varied. The first
year for which national marriage anddivorce data
are available is 1867; thus we possess statis-
tice on family formation and disruption for a
period covering over 100 years, Methods of
collecting data changed considerably during that
period,

The first collection was ordered by Congress
in response to petitions from leaders in the fields
of religion, law, and education who were concerned
with the confusion and lack of uniformity in the
divorce records in the United States, Legislation
adopted on March 3, 1887, directed the Com-
missioner of Labor to collect statistics on
marriages and divorces occurring in all States
and territories during a period of 20 years,
1867-86., The results of the investigation were
published in 1889 in the form of a 1,074-page
book entitled A Report on Marriage and Divorce
in the United States, 1867 to 1886,1 This report
was signed by Carroll D, Wright, Commissioner
of Labor, and is occasionally referred to as the
"Wright Report.'

Information was collected by special agents
of the Department of Labor, who visited the
courts empowered to grant divorces and gathered
data from their records. An exception was made
for courts in small or distant areas, from which
returns by mail were obtained, It was found that
2,624 courts granted divorces, and information
was obtained from practically all of them except
in cases where records had been destroyed by
fire or flood.

Marriage statistics were much less complete,
For the whole period 1867-86 no marriage data
were received from Maine and South Carolina.
The reporting from most other States was sopoor
that annual totals were prepared for only 14
States (Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Kansas,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, Rhode Island,
Vermont, and Wisconsin), as well as the District
of Columbia, The incompleteness of marriage
data was due to the inadequacy of State laws
governing marriage licenses. The Wright Report
stated "Licenses are granted on various basesand
under various conditions, and there is little
compulsory law relative to the returns of mar-
riages celesbrated....Marriage may take place
either under license or publication of bans.,." 2
Commissioner Wright said further, "Only a very
few States make marriage registration com-
pulsory, In some of the older States, where the law
has for years provided for State registration,lam
informed authoritatively that the number of mar-
riages returned willfall shortat least 10 per cent
of the number of marriages celebrated." 3

In the years 1902-05 the President and
Congress again received many petitions request-
ing the legislation authorizing a second collection
of marriage and divorce data, and on January
30, 1905, President Theodore Roosevelt sent a
special message to Congress indicating the need
for such legislation and stating that the Director
of the Census should be authorized to collect
and publish statistics for the years 1887-1906.
A congressional resolution to that effect was
approved on February 9, 1905, The results of
the second data collection were published by the
Bureau of the Census in a two-volume report
entitled Marriage and Divorce, 1867~1906,*



The method of collecting data in 1907 was
very similar to that used in 1887. Special agents
of the Bureau of the Census gathered this in-
formation, except for data returns from 765
small and remote counties, which were sent in
by mail. In 1906 there were 2,844 counties or
equivalent areas in the United States, Information
on marriages was obtained from all but the 41
counties in South Carolina and 28 local areas in
other States; information ondivorceswas obtained
from all but six local areas,

The second data collection was considered
highly satisfactory, and it was decided to repeat
the collection each decade; the entire 10-year
period was to be covered. The next collection
was scheduled to take place in 1917 and to cover
the years 1907-16., However, by 1917 the United
States had entered World War I, and though the
1917 collection took place as scheduled, it was
limited to data for 1916, The statistics were
published by the Bureau of the Census in Marriage
and Divorce, 1916.%

Shortly after World War I the collection and
publication of marriage and divorce statistics
was resumed on an annual basis. For each year
1922-32 the Bureau of the Census published an
annual pamphlet, Marriage and Divorce. In
the 1926 and later issues annulment statistics
were included, tabulated separately from divorce
data, The publication of these annual reports was
discontinued during the Depression as an aus-
terity measure, For years when data were not
collected, 1907-15 and 1917-21, national mar-
riage and divorce totals were estimated by
the Bureau of the Census from the available
State totals.

During the years 1916 and 1922-32 nearly all
areas reported divorces; data from a growing
number of States were obtained from statewide
central files, Divorces were reported from central
files by three States (Nebraska, New Jersey, and
Wisconsin) in 1916 and by 16 (Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, lowa, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan,
Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, Oregon, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia,
and Wisconsin) in 1931, The number of States
centrally reporting marriages increased by three
during the 1916-31 period and included 30 States
in 1931-—he 16 States with central files of
divorces and 14 others (California, Connecticut,

Delaware, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New York, North Dakota, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, West Virginia, and Wyoming),
Marriage data for South Carolina were obtained
for the first time in 1922; divorce data for South
Carolina were not published until 1950 as all
laws pertaining to divorce were repealed in
1878 and no divorces were granted in that State
during the years 1879-1948,

No marriage or éivorce information whatso-
ever was collected for the years 1933-36, National
totals for these years were estimated by S, F.
Stouffer and L. M, Spencer from data available
from selected States, These estimates were
published in the Amevican Journal of Sociology
January 1939 issue.®

When the publication of the Mawvviage and
Divovce yearbooks was discontinued, the first
period in the collection of statistics came to an
end. It was characterized by nationwide data
limited to variables available on the records of
local and State offices, When data collection was
resumed, demographically important items were
emphasized, and they were obtained from limited
numbers of States. During the first period most
collected information referred todivorces; after-
ward most attention was given to marriages, A
marriage-collection area was established anal-
ogous to the present marriage-registration area,
and the first publication gave 1939 data from 25
States and the District of Columbia: Alabama,
Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware,
Florida, Idaho, lowa, Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, New
Hampshire, New Jersey,Oklahoma, Oregon, Penn-
sylvania, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, Virginia,
West Virginia, and Wisconsin, New York and
Rhode Island were added in 1940.

There were seven publications on marriages
occurring in the marriage-collection area in
1939 and 1940, In addition, there was one publica-
tion on 1939 divorces in the divorce-collection
area. Twelve States were included in that area:
Delaware, Florida, lowa, Maryland, Michigan,
Mississippi, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Oregon, South
Dakota, Virginia, and Wisconsin, All these re-
ports appeared in the series Vital Statistics—
Special Reports. In addition to detailed statistics
for collection areas, totals for the United States
and each State were published in this series,



including marriages performed during 1937-40,
divorces granted during the same period, and
totals for both marriagesanddivorces for 8 years,
1937-45. Historical statistics for the .50-year
period 1887-1937 were published in 1940,

World War II interrupted for a few years the
data collection, except for totals, and the mar-
riage- and divorce-collection areas disappeared.
The collection of marriage and divorce data was
transferred from the Bureau of the Census to
the newly formed National Office of Vital Statis-
tics in the Public Health Service, Publication of
marriage and divorce data in the series Vital
Statistics--Special Reports was resumed with the
1946 data, and one or more reports were published
annually through 1957 data. Since 1946 marriage
and divorce statistics have also been published
in the annual volumes Viial Statistics of the
United Stales published by the National Office of
Vital Statistics and later by the National Center
for Health Statistics. (Annulments were included
with divorces,) Data in both these sources were
from varying numbers of reporting States, except
for national, State, and county totals, which were
almost complete, In addition, two reports dealt
with detailed marriage data from a single area—
one with Georgia, where information about the
education of bride and groom was collected, the
other with the District of Columbia.

During the same period a new source of
information was utilized: the Current Population
Surveys of the Bureau of the Census, Data on
characteristics of newly married persons were
gathered and published in several reports. It
must be noted, however, that marriage totals
obtained from Current Population Surveys were
drastically smaller than -those obtained from
vital registration, Thus according to vital regis-
tration data 5,324,700 couples were married in
the United States from January 1955 through June
1958, but the survey found only 3,692,000 such
couples,”

For the collection of detailed statistics the
marriage-registration area (MRA) was estab-
lished in 1957 and the divorce-registration area
(DRA) in 1958, The former originally included 28
States, all of New York State except New York
City, and four outlying areas; the latter included
14 States and three outlying areas. By 1967 the
number of States had increased to 38 and the

District of Columbia for the MRA and 22 for the
DRA,

When the MRA was organized the following
States were included: Alabama, California, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa,
Kansas, Louisiana (including the independent
registration area of New Orleans), Maine, Mary-
land, Michigan, Mississippi, Montana, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York (excluding New York
City), Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, Also in the MRA
were the outlying areas Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto
Rico, and the Virgin Islands, In 1957 Nebraska was
added; in 1959 Kentucky was added and Alaska
became a State; in 1960 data for Hawaii were
included with the United States; in 1961 the
District of Columbia, Indiana, and Massachusetts
were added; in 1964, Illinois and North Carolina;
and in 1965, West Virginia and New York City,

The DRA, when organized in 1958, included
Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, lowa, Montana, Ne-
braska, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Ten-
nessee, Utah, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming
as well as Alaska, Hawaii, and the Virgin Islands.
Between 1958 and 1967 the number of States
in the DRA increased to 22; Alaska and Hawaii
were included among the States in 1959 and 1960,
respectively, and the following States were ad-
mitted: Kansas (1959), Maryland (1959), Michigan
(1961), Missouri (1961), Ohio (1962), and Rhode
Island (1963).

Since 1960 detailed data have been compiled
from samples of marriage and divorce records
from the respective registration areas. The first
sample collection, that of 1960, included selected
counties outside the two registration areas, mak-
ing it possible to obtain estimates for the United
States and the four regions. Thus 1960 isthe only
data year since 1932 for which nationaldata other
than totals are available. Inaddition to the sample,
State totals by county (and, for marriages, also
by month) were obtained from every State; from
these datanational totals were compiled, Marriage
and divorce statistics for 1960 and subsequent
years were published in Vilal Statistics of the
United States, Volume 1lI, and analytical reports,
in Vital and Health Statistics, Series 21, Marriage
and divorce statistics for the outlying areas of
Alaska before 1959, Hawaii before 1960, and the



Virgin Islands and marriage statistics for Puerto
Rico were published in Vifal Statistics of the
United States, The publication of data for outlying
areas was temporarily discontinued in 1966,

Provisional figures on marriages or mar-
riage licenses have been published since 1944;
since 1949 they have been published on a monthly
basis. Provisional monthly divorce totals have
been published since 1930 for a growing number
of reporting States; 40 States and the District of
Columbia reported in 1967,

Type of Information Collected

Nationwide data for 1932 and earlier yearsare
based on information gathered routinely by local
clerks and courts for the purpose of issuing
marriage licenses and in court proceedings of
divorce cases; no special information was col-
lected, Divorce data were limited to variables
important from the legal viewpoint, In many
States procedures for the issuance of marriage
licenses and the return of marriage certificates
were unsatisfactory, detailed statistical informa-
tion could not be collected, and marriage statis-
tics were limited to State and county totals.
Marriage totals were intended to represent the
number of marriages performed in the area
rather than the number of marriage licenses
issued, but for the years 1867-86 it is not
always clear what they do represent.

The situation improved for the 1887-1906
period, The intention was to find both the number
of marriages and, whenever possible, also that
of marriage licenses and to use the latter to
check the former. The authors of the report for
that period felt that: "The effort to secure the
number of marriages celebrated has met with
success in almost all the states and terri-
tories,.."'8 The same was true for 1916 and the
1922-32 period. Comparatively complete mar-
riage totals made it possible to compute marriage
rates for individual States and territories, For
States with many counties not reporting, popula-
tion totals were computed for the reporting
counties combined, and thus a rate could be
obtained which served as an estimate for the
whole State, This method was used to analyze
the 1867-86 data in the report of 1887-1906
statistics.

Another type of rate was the marriage rate
per 1,000 unmarried population, This was based
on population data by marital status, first gathered
in the 1890 census. Unfortunately, this rate was
computed for the unmarried population without
distinguishing sex, making it virtually valueless,
especially for the newly settled States of the
far and middle West, where the number of
unmarried men often was more than double that
of unmarried women, For the purpose of the
present report rates for the unmarried were
recomputed by sex,

Detailed marriage data were first published
for the marriage-collection area, 25 States
and the District of Columbia for 1939 and
27 States and the District of Columbia for 1940,
These data concerned the characteristics of newly
married persons. Special issues were devoted
to a given characteristic of brides and grooms
married in the collection area: age, marital
status, or age and race. (The latter study is
limited to brides,) Data in the three publications
were given by State of residence rather than by
State where marriage was performed, and in this
they differ from all other nationally published
marriage statistics, A special publication in-
dicated the. relationship between place of marriage
and place of residence of bride,

By 1954, the Standard Record of Marriage
was developed and recommended for adoption by
the States. A State marriage record confborming
closely to the Standard Record became one of the
criteria for admission to the marriage-registra-
tion area in 1957, Thefollowing characteristics of
bride and groom were included in the Standard
Record: age, race or color, marital status at
time of marriage, number of this marriage,
residence, and. birthplace, Two further charac-
teristics, occupation and type of business or
industry, were on the Standard Record but this
information was not required from MRA States
and not used to compile statistics. Three charac-
teristics of the marriage ceremony could also
be obtained from the Standard Record: month,
day of the week, and whether the ceremony was
civil or religious, Not all variables listed above
were tabulated every year, but all of them were
tabulated for one year or more between 1957,
when the MRA was established, and 1967, Various
types of rates, percentage distributions, median



ages, and seasonally adjusted marriage datahave
been prepared for each year,

State and county totals of divorces were
reported much more completely than the com-
parable marriage figures during the data col-
lections prior to 1933, In addition, many tables
of detailed statistical information on divorces
have been published, while there were none for
marriages, Consequently, publications of mar-
riage and divorce statistics 1867-86 through 1932
included almost exclusively divorce data. It is
difficult to say if data on limited decrees, which
do not give the parties the right to remarry,
were included in the published figures, As early
as 1887 "In collecting the statistics of divorce it
was sought to separate, so far as designation is
concerned, the absolute from the limited di-
vorces,''? Statistics onannulments were published
separately for the years 1926-32.

In recent times divorce data have referred
to absolute divorces and annulments combined,
excluding various types of limited divorces. In
most States where interlocutory decrees are
granted, they have been included in the data for
the year when the decree was rendered; these
decrees take effect not at the time they are
granted but at a given time in the future, unless
the parties to divorce become reconciled during
the intervening period. The completeness of
reporting for divorces in recent years has been
below that for marriages, and often there has
been at least one State with such poor reporting
that a rate could not be computed. Estimates for
such States were prepared to obtain natiomal
and regional rates and totals,

In the detailed divorce statistics prior to
1933 great attention was paid to legal aspects of
the divorce case, with particular emphasis onthe
party to whom the decree was granted, occasion-
ally also referred to as the libellant, (It seems
that the terms "libellant' and "party to whom
granted" were used interchangeably.) Most statis-
tical information was given separately for di-
vorces granted to husband and those granted to
wife, often even without corresponding totals;
e.g., State divorce data by duration of marriage
were given separately for husbands and for wives,
so when median duration for the State is computed
two figures have to be taken into consideration
for each year of duration.

Eight questions were asked about every
divorce during the 1887 data collection:

1, State and county where divorce was ren-
dered,

2, State or county where parties were mar-

ried,

Year when parties were married.

Year when parties were divorced.

Number of years married.

The cause for which divorced.

The number of children by the mar-

riage,

8. The party who was libellant,

\lcxsn.hoo

Supplementary questions were asked in 45 counties
considered to be representative: (1) date of
marriage, (2) date of separation, (3) date of
filing petition, (4) date of decree, (5) whether
notice was served by publication, (6) whether
intemperance was a direct or indirect cause,
and (7) whether alimony was granted,

The information sought on the schedule used
in 1907 was much more extensive, In addition
to State and county of occurrence, 18 questions
were asked:

State and country in which mazrried,

Date of marriage.

Date of separation.

Date of filing petition.

Who was libellant?

How was notice served?

Was case contested?

Was decree granted?

Date of decree or judgment,

10. Number of years married.

11, Cause for which divorced.

12, If not direct, was intemperance an in-
direct cause?

13. Kind of divorce,

14, Number of children,

15, Was alimony asked?

16, Was alimony granted?

17. Occupation of parties,

18. Residence of libellee,

O\OOO\I_O\UIMPODI\JI—‘

The 1916 report was limited to legal ques-
tions; even data on duration of marriage and
children were not given, The 1922-32 publications
also showed mostly legal data, though data omn
duration and children were given, No information



on personal characteristics was included in any
publication, The incomplete information by oc-
cupation included in the 1887-1906 statistics was
an exception, but the plan to obtain data by race
for the same period proved to be impracticable,

The first publication that included personal
characteristics of parties to divorce was the
report ''Statistics on Divorces and Annulments:
Reporting Areas, 1951" (Vital Statistics—Special
Reports, Volume 38, No, 3, March 19, 1954),
This report included a table on age of the
divorced husband and wife and marriage order
(whether married once or more than once),
but data from only four States--Connecticut, Idaho,
Missouri, and Tennessee—were presented, Since
that date the importance of personal character-
istics has increased considerably. In 1958, when
the present divorce-registration area wasorga-
nized, the reporting of age became a prerequisite
for participation in the DRA, (Race and the number
of this marriage, though considered highly desir-
able, have been waived in individual cases,) As
a result of this requirement, many States that
reported duration of marriage, number of chil-
dren, or legal variables were not included in the
DRA, The statistical items on the Standard
Record of Divorce or Annulment, which was
recommended to States, were:

1., State and county of occurrence,

2. Date of birth or age of husband and
wife,

3. Usual residence of husband and wife,

4. Place of birth of husband and wife,

5. Number of this marriage for husband and
wife,

6. Race or color of husband and wife,

7. Usual occupation of husband and wife,

8. Kind of business or industry of husband
and wife,

9. Place of this marriage,

10. Date of marriage.

11, Number of children under 18,

12, Plaintiff,

13. To whom decree was granted.

14, Legal grounds,

15, Date of decree,

Of these items, the reporting of place of birth,
usual occupation, and kind of business or in-
dustry was never required, For reasons of

economy, the coding and punching of all legal
items were temporarily suspended in 1966,
Detailed data on divorce characteristics are
available for varying numbers of reporting States
for the years 1948-59 and for the DRA for 1960
and subsequent years, In addition, national and
regional data are available for 1960 for duration
of marriage, children of divorced couples, and
State of marriage., Annual estimates of the
number of children involved in divorce have
been prepared for all years since 1953, National
and regional statistics for 1960 and DRA statistics
for 1960 and subsequent years were prepared
from probability samples of divorce records.

TIME TRENDS IN
TOTALS AND RATES

National Totals of
Marriages and Divorces

The total number of marriages and divorces
increased considerably during the 100 years
under study (table 1) due to both increases in
population and changes in rates. Increases in
regional and divisional totals were also in-
fluenced by the distribution of the unmarried
or married population in various parts of
the country as well as the location of marriage
and divorce "'mills" (places where many out-of-
State people are married or divorced). The
increase was more pronounced for divorces than
for marriages: In 1967 there were more than
50 times as many divorces in the United States
as in 1867 .(10,000 to 523,000) but only 3.4
times as many marriages (357,000 to 1,927,000)
(figures 1 and 2). During the 100 years annual
marriage totals increased in 70 of the years,
declined in 29, and once remained the same
for two consecutive years, For divorces, the
comparable figures were 70, 20, and 10, The
lowest observed marriage total was 345,000 in
1868, the highest 2,291,000 in 1946—a ratio of
1 to 6.6. Divorce totals ranged from 10,000 to
610,000,

Data on annulments of marriage, whenever
available, are included in the divorce totals. In
recent years all States have reported annulments
combined with divorces, though usually one State
or more has failed to give the annual totals
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Figure 1. Number of marriages: United States, 1867-1967.

for the two types of decrees separately. Theoret-
ically, annulments and divorces differ in that
marriages are annulled for legal grounds that
arose before marriage and made the marriage
void from the beginning, while divorces are
granted on legal grounds that arose after a
legally valid marriage was performed. In many
States, however, statutes do not follow this dis-
tinction, and oftendivorces are granted on grounds
that arose before marriage or annulments on
grounds which arose after marriage. The number
of annulments is insignificant except in California
and New York (table 2), In 1964, the only recent
year when all States reported annulment totals,
annulments comprisedonly 3.1 percent of divorces
and annulments combined. This percentage varied
from 2.1 to 2.4 in 1927-32, another period when
all States reported,

National Marriage Rates

The net change in the national marriage rate
during the 100-year period was almost nil: 9.6
per 1,000 population in 1867 and 9.7 in 1967,
During the intervening years the rate dipped as
low as 7.9 in 1932 and rose to 16,4 in 1946, but
90 annual rates fell within the interval 8.5
through 11,4 per 1,000 (table 1),

Marriage rates were comparatively stable
during the late decades of the 19th century, with
30 of the 34 annual rates varying from 8.7 to
9.2 per 1,000 without showing a noticeable trend.

The rate started to increase after the turn
of the century, and this trend was strengthened
by the effects of World War I, The high point of
this increase was a rate of 12,0 per 1,000 in
1920, After 1920 the trend reversed itself as the
effects of war wore off, and soon afterward
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the Great Depression intensified this decline,
The rate reached the lowest point of 7.9 in
1932,

A second cycle of increase and decline
followed 1932, The rate increased to 12.1 by
1940 and, sustained by the effects of World War
II, reached 16.4 in 1946, This was followed by a
decline that brought the rate down to the second
lowest figure ever observed--8.4 in 1958, After
a short period of stable rates at the 8.5 level
in 1959-62, the rate began to increase and rose
slowly to 9,7 in 1967, It is still impossible to
tell whether this increase is the beginning of
a third cycle of increase and decline comparable
to those of 1900-32 and 1932-58.

The number of marriages depends, among
other things, on the maximum number of couples
who could possibly be married, When the numbers
of unmarried men and women, including the
single, widowed, and divorced, are approximately
equal, either figure can be considered a good
approximation of potential couples or of the
maximum number of possible marriages. In

areas where the number of unmarried women
significantly differs from the number of unmarried
men, the figure for the less numerous of the
two sexes represents the maximum number of
possible marriages; evenifall unmarried persons
of one sex were to get married, there would
remain a group of unmarried persons of the
more numerous sex who couldnot possibly marry.

During the 100-year period under considera-
tion the sex ratio of the unmarried population
changed drastically. In 1890, the first year when
marital status information was collected, there
were 112.5 unmarried men aged 15 yearsand over
per 100.0 unmarried women of that age, As many
unmarried male immigrants entered the United
States in years after 1890, that ratio increasedto
115.3 in 1910. With immigration interrupted by
World War I, subsequent legislation limiting
immigration, and a number of young men killed
during the wars, the sex ratio of the unmarried
declined to 99,3 in 1940 and 83.4 in 1960.

National marriage rates per 1,000 unmarried
women aged 15 and over are shown in table 3 for



1940-67 and Census years since 1890, Rates per
1,000 unmarried men and women aged 15 and over
for census years are shown intable A, The higher
of these two rates for a given year is the rate
per 1,000 possible marriages; for years 1890-1930
it was the rate for women, while for 1940-60 it
was that for men, This rate increased from 67.4 in
1890 to 88.1 in 1960, with a maximum of 100.1 in
1950,

Table A. Marriage rates for unmarried men

and women aged 15 and over: United
States, census years 1890-1960
[Rate per 1,000 population]
Year Men Women

1960 ==mmmm—mm—ccamam 88.1 73.5
1950 -—=mmmmmconman 100.1 90.2
1940 cncmmacncaaam 83.4 82.8
1930-mmmmmcmm—amme 64.5 67.8
1920 -v=-mmmccc e 85.2 92,3
1910-~--==---- 66.9 77.1
1900 -mcemmmmama=aa 61.3 68.2
1890 =mmmcmmmmmmmen 59.9 67.4

National Divorce Rates

The trend of thedivorce rate differs from that
of the marriage rate by showing a consistent in-
crease for a period of 80 years, 1867-1946 (table 1
and figure 3), Although this increasewasacceler-
ated by two World Wars and temporarily reversed
by the Depression, the trend was resumed as soon
as the situation returned tonormal, During the 80-
year period an annual rate was smaller than that
for the preceding year in only seven cases (1913,
1918, 1921, 1922, 1930, 1931, and 1932),

The time trend became completely different
after 1946, It could be expected that the extremely
inflated post-World War II rates would revert to
a more normal size and that the increase would
then be resumed, This, however, did not happen.
The inflated rate declined from 4.3 in 1946 to
2.3 in 1955 and fluctuated from 2.1 to 2,3 between
1955 and 1963. A new wave of increases began

in 1963, and the rate reached 2.6 in 1967-—a growth
of 13 percent in 4 years, The rate was 2.9 per
1,000 for 1968, and it increased tothe provisional
tate of 4.0 for 1972, so this increase continued
after 1967 and lasted much longer than that which
occurred during and after World War 1L,

During the first 60 years under consideration
the divorce rate increased on the average about
75 percent every 20 years, and if this increase had
continued, ratesof 2,8 in 1947 and 4.9 in 1967 could
have been expected, The year 1947 fell into the
period of post-World War II increase, so the
observed rate was much higher than expected,
but the following year, 1948, it was 2,8. In spite
of rapid growth in the divorce rate since 1963,
the observed rate for 1967 was still mucn lower
than that which could be expected on the basis of
the 1867-1927 experience.

The population exposed to the risk of divorce
are all married couples, including those who live
together and those who live apart. As the number
of married couples, particularly those living
apart, is not known, that of all women, or all men,
reporting themselves as married can be used as
an approximation, There are differences between
the two numbers, but these differences are
comparatively small and their effects on the rate
are not pronounced, Therefore rates were com-
puted only for women (table 4).

These rates indicate that in 1890, the first
year with data by marital status, 3.0 couples per
1,000 were divorced; this rate increased to 8.0
in 1920, 8.8 in 1940, and 17.9 in 1946, It declined
to 8.9 in 1958 and then resumed the increase,
reaching 11.2 in 1967, This increase is less
pronounced than that of the rate per 1,000 total
population: The 1967 rate per 1,000 married
women was 3,7 times as large as the 1890 rate,
while a comparable ratio was 5.2 for the crude
rate and 15,8 for the number of divorces granted.

Because of a rapid and consistent increase in
population, the number of divorces grew much
more rapidly than the rate, The 1967 crude rate
was 8.7 times as large as that for 1867, but the
number was over 50 times as large; from 1963 to
1967 the rate increased 13 percent, but the
number, 22 percent. Rates higher than in 1967
were found during the six years 1944-49, but a
total higher than that for 1967 was found only
once—610,000 in 1946,
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Figure 3. Marriage and divorce rates per 1,000 population: United States, 1867-1967.

Area Totals of Marriages and Divorces

Though both marriages and divorces in-
creased throughout the United States during the
100-year period, the increase varied considerably
among regions and geographic divisions (tables 5
and 6), For divorces the highest rate of increase
between 1870 and 1967 was found in the West,
followed by the South, North Central, and North-
east Regions in that order, The increase in the
New England Division was the lowest; that in
the Pacific Division was the highest. Marriage
totals for 1870 could be estimated only for two
regions, the North Central and the West, and the
ratio between the 1967 and 1870 totals was 4.1
and 46.4, respectively. From 1870 to 1967 the rate
of increase in marriages in the Pacific Division

10

was 14 times the rate of increase in New England;
for divorces this figure for the Pacific was 23
times that for New England, Ratios between the
1870 and 1967 totals for geographic divisions are
shown in table B, though 1870 marriage totalsare
not available for five of the ninedivisions. If 1870
figures are equal to 1.0, the 1967 ratios are as
shown in table B,

Due to differences in the rate of increase,
the distribution of marriages and divorcesamong
regions and divisions changed considerably during
the period under study (tables 5 and 6). In 1870,
77 percent of all divorces were granted in the
two northern regions, This percentage declinedto
63 in 1890, 51 in 1930, and 37 in 1967, Simul-
taneously, the percentage granted in the South,
increased from 17 to 27, 32, and 37, and the




Table B.
and divorce totals:
each division

Ratio of 1967 to 1870 marriage
United States and

[1870 totals equal 1.0]

Division Marriage | Divorce

United States-- 5.5 47.5
New England-----==--- 2,7 10.7
Middle Atlantic---=-- ——— 22.9
East North Central--- 4.7 24,7
West North Central--- ——— 28.8
South Atlantic--==--- —-- 136.7
East South Central--- 2,7 39.6
West South Central---~ —— 193.5
Mountain----===-mw-a- —— 160.0
Pacific~—==wocaona—-- 37.0 246 .4

percentage granted in the West, from 6 to 11,
18, and 26, For marriages the distribution changed
much less, but the direction of the changes was
the same, as can be seen in table 5, One of the
principal causes of these changes is the shift in
population from East to West, Hence changes in
the rates are less pronounced than those of the
totals,

Area Marriage Rates

In the early years of marriage and divorce
statistics marriage data weremuch less complete
than those on divorce, This applies particularly
to the 1887 collection, when no satisfactory
marriage figures were received from a large
number of States and territories (table 7), Crude
marriage rates for 1870 could be computed for
only 10 States and the District of Columbia, rates
were limited to reporting counties in 15 States,
and they could not be obtained for 25 States and
territories. For 1880 the comparable numbers
were 17 and the District of Columbia, 12, and
21, More complete totals' began with the 1907
collection., In 1890, when rates were available
for all Sfates and territories except Maine and
South Carolina, the magnitude of State rates
varied much less than at present, and due to
less developed means of transportation, few if
any marriage mills existed. Marriage rates in

newly and sparcely settled areas were low due to
the scarcity of unmarried women,

Before 1940 there was little difference in
marriage rates among geographic divisions com-
pared to more recent years, when the Mountain
Division often had rates almost twice those of the
division with the next highest rate (table 7), The
growth of the marriage rate in the Mountain
Division was due to development of marriage
mills, particularly in Nevada, established since
the late 1920's and early 1930's. Variation in
rates for the remaining divisions depended in
part on the general level of the national marriage
rate; the higher this rate, the wider the range
of divisional rates, which widened from 1890 to
1940 and narrowed afterward, In recent decades,
the lowest marriage rates were found in the two
divisions of the Northeast Region (New England
and Middle Atlantic) and the Pacific Division, The
proximity of the Mountain Division marriage
mills may explain the comparatively low rates in
the Pacific Division, The two divisions in the
North Central Region had rates higher than those
in the Northeast but, as a rule, lower than the
national average, The highest rates outside ofthe
Mountain Division were found in the South from
1890 to 1916, in 1950 in the West South Central,
in 1930 and 1940 in the East South Central, and
in 1960 and 1967 in the South Atlantic Division,

The number of marriages depends in part on
the size and the sex ratio of the unmarried
population of an area, The sex ratio for the un-
married population has varied considerably among
the States and has often differed from that for the
Nation, Therefore State rates per 1,000 unmarried
males and per 1,000 unmarried females aged 15
and over were computed for years in which
population figures by marital status were available
(table 8),

Since 1890 the number of unmarried women
has been larger thanthe number of unmarried men
in the Northeast and parts of the South, Occasion-
ally the two figures were practically identical, as
in New Jersey in 1930, where the marriage rate
was 49.0 for men and 48.8 for women, In most
areas west of the Mississippi River numbers of
unmarried women were comparatively very small
in the late 19th century and beginning of the 20th,
often resulting in marriage rates for women that
were three times or more the rates for men, One
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of the largest differences was found in Montana in
1890: 27.4 per 1,000 men but 141,5 for women, a
ratio of 1 to 5, Wherever unmarried women were
scarce, the likelihood for men to get marriedwas
much lower than elsewhere, but the likelihood
for women was extremely high. Often well over
10 percent of all unmarried women over 15
were married during a single year. As the
settlement of the Western States progressed and
transportation improved, gaps between the two
rates narrowed and in some cases the direction
was reversed, The only area where the old
pattern still prevailed in 1960 was Alaska, where
the marriage rate was 54,3 per 1,000 unmarried
men but 152.5 per 1,000 unmarried women.

Area Divorce Rates

In recent decades the geographic distribution
of divorce rates by magnitude has beeninvariably
the same (table 9). The Northeast Region, partic-
ularly the Middle Atlantic Division of that region,
had the lowest rates, followed by the North
Central, South, and West Regions, in that order;
the highest rates were found in the Mountain
Division of the West, This pattern represents a
considerable change from the early years of the
period under study., Originally the South Atlantic
Division had rates lower than or equal to the
Middle Atlantic, In 1870, 1880, and 1890 the rate
for the South Region was similar to that for the
Northeast, and as late as 1930 the rate for the
North Central Region was higher than that for
the South, This was due mostly to high rates in
two North Central States, Indiana and Missouri
(which still have higher rates than other States
in that region). Divorce rates of the three
divisions of the South Regionhave increased more
rapidly than those of other areas, The only
feature that remained unchanged throughout the
whole period was that the rate for the West
Region was always 2 to 4 times the lowest
regional rate for the same year. On the other
hand, the great difference between the rates for
the Mountain and the Pacific Divisions of the
West is of comparatively recent origin; as late
as 1930 the two rates were approximately equal,

The changes in divorce rates can be sum-
marized by using ratios of the 1967 rate to that
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of 1870, Nationally the rates were 2.6 and 0.3
(table 9), and their ratio was 8.7; this ratio was
lowest for the Northeast (only 3,7), approximately
equal for the North Central and the West (6.5
and 6.8, respectively), and very high (15.5) for
the South,

Divorce rates per 1,000 married women
present a geographic distribution very similar to
that of the rate per 1,000 total population (table
10). It should be noted that in all regions the
increase of the rate per 1,000 married couples
was less pronounced than that of the rate per
1,000 total population, As information about
marital status was first collected during the 1890
census and rates have been computed only for
census years, 1890 and 1960 rates are compared,
If the 1890 rates are equal to 1, the 1960 rates
have the values shown in table C.

Table C. Ratio of 1960 to 1890 divorce
rates per 1,000 population and per 1,000
marrled couples: United States and each
region

[1890 rates equal 1.0]

Rate per | Rate per
Region 1,000 1,000
population | couples
United
Stateg-=--~ 4.4 3.1
Northeagtw=wecmw=ua 3.0 2.3
North Central--~-- 3.0 2,2
Southeweccecwnccaa 7- O 4- 2
west----- --------- 2.8 1!9

In Marriage and Divorce, 1867-1906, divorce
rates for the census years 1870, 1880, 1890, and
1900 were shown for counties that include 42
major cities. These rates were brought up to
date by adding values for 1930, 1950, 1960, and
1965 (county divorce totals were not published for
1940) without including any new areas (table 11),
About three-fourths of the city rates were higher
than the corresponding State rate, for almost 20
percent of the cities both rates were equal, and
in a few instances the State rates were higher,
In the 19th century, when the level of divorce



rates was generally low, only about 60 percent of
the city rates were higher than the State rates;
in the first half of the 20th century this proportion
increased to 80 percent, while in the 1960's it
declined to 70.

The rates for all city areas increased con-
siderably from 1870 to 1965, The largest in-
crease was found in Richmond, Virginia, where
the 1965 rate was 32 times the 1870 rate; the
smallest was in New Haven and Waterbury,
Connecticut, where it grew by about one-fourth,

CHARACTERISTICS
OF MARRIAGES

Detailed marriage and divorce statistics
refer either to the events themselves or to the
persons involved, Data are collected on charac-
teristics of marriages or of divorces as well as
on characteristics of brides and grooms and di-
vorcing husbands and wives. Each marriage or
divorce is represented by one statistic for each
characteristic of the event (e.g., the month when
it occurred) but by two statistics when charac-
teristics of spouses are given (e.g., one for the
age of the wife, another for that of the husband).

During this period less data on character-
istics of the event were collected for marriages
than for divorces, For many decades information
about marriages was limited to areatotals, It was
not until 1941 that data by month became available
and not until 1960 that they covered the entire
United States, The first monthly statistics were
published by the Bureau of the Census in Popu-
lation, Series PM-1l, No. 4, under the title
""Maxrriage Licenses Issued in Cities of 100,000
Inhabitants or More, 1939 to 1944, With Statistics
by Month, 1941 to 1944." The title points to two
limitations of the data: they represent marriage
licenses instead of actual marriages, and they
cover only 34 major cities and the 57 counties
that included the remaining major cities--a total
of 91 local areas where about one-third of all
marriage licenses were issued. These early
marvriage license data are of use for comparative
purposes, They show the still-familiar seasonal
distribution, with a peak in June and lowest
figures for the first 3 months of theyear,

Beginning with 1960 statistics on two other
characteristics of marriageshave been published:

Table D. Percent distribution of marriages
by day of week on which marriage took
place: United States, 1960

Percent

Day of week distribution

6
Tuesday----=ececan- 5
Wednesday-===we-w-u- 5
Thursday-=--=-caaaac 7
Friday-e-ceecemaaaao 14
Saturday---=--e=cauc 46

day of the week when they were performed and
type of marriage ceremony, whether civil or
religious.

The variation in numbers of marriages by day
of the week is even more pronounced than that by
month, with almost one-half of all marriages
taking place on Saturdays. National data by day of
the week are available for 1960, and their distri-
bution is shown in table D, MRA figures for 1960
and subsequent years show a very similar pattern,
Due to this distribution, marriage totals for any
month are affected by the number of Saturdays in
the month, and this source of variability hasto be
taken into consideration when monthly figures are
mathematically adjusted for seasonal variation.

Marriages by type of ceremony show the
numbers of religious and civil marriages, and for
some years the former are classified by whether
the clergyman was Protestant, Catholic, Jewish,
or of another religion, (The publication of sta-
tistics by type of ceremony was temporarily
discontinued in 1966 during program cutbacks re-
sulting from budgetary restrictions.) For all years
for which data are available the overwhelming
majority of marriages were religious, and the
proportion of religious marriages was higher for
brides and grooms. who were marrying for the
first time than for those who had been previously
married, The respective percentages are shownin
table E,
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Table E. Percent distribution of marriages by whether ceremony was religious or civil,
according to marriage order: United States, 1965 and 1960

1965 1960
Marriage order
Religious Civil Religious Civil

Bride
First marriages---=--c--romacmmcmcmccea—- 80.6 19.4 83.6 16.4
Remarriages---==-emmmcocccmcm e 57.5 42,5 61.6 38.4

Groom
First marriages--=-----—=ccceccaccacccanaona 80.0 20.0 82.7 17.3
Remarriageg-=-~-c-cececmcc o mcmee e 59.9 40,1 63.9 36.1

CHARACTERISTICS
OF DIVORCES

Duration of Marriage Prior to Decree

Data on characteristics of divorcesareavail-
able for some of the very early years; interesting
comparisons and contrasts can be made between
then and recent times, While the different sets
of data may not be strictly comparable, they are
reasonably acceptable as general indicators for
a few basic comparisons.

The duration of marriage at time of divorce
decree is one of the few variables collected since
1867. During the 1867-1906 period the duration of
marriage was computed by subtracting the year of
marriage from the year of decree; since then it
has been computed using the year and month of
each event, The difference in method may affect
the percentage of events witha very short duration
such as less than 1 year or 1 year, but both
methods should yield similar data for longer
durations,

The median duration of marriage was 7.4
years in 1867 for the United States and 7.1 years
in 1967 for the DRA. The difference between the
two figures seems small, During the intervening
years the median varied from a minimum of 5.8
years for the 16 reporting States in 1950 to 8,3
in the four years 1889, 1891, 1900,and 1901, The
ratio between these two figures is only 1.4, much
lower than the comparable ratio for the crude
divorce rate. In fact, even disregarding years
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for which the median duration is not available
and thus omitting the high post-World War 1I
rates, the ratio between the highest and lowest
crude rate is 9,3.

The time trend of the median duration (table 12
and figure 4) shows a decline during the first few
years of the period under study, from 7.4 years
in 1867 to 6.7 in 1871, followed by more than 10
years of increasing duration, reaching 8,0 yearsin
1887, In the subsequent years 1887-1905 the
medians were high and varied little (8.0 to 8.3
years), with what appears to be an incipient de-
cline in 1905 and 1906. When data again became
available, the medians were much lower (from 7.9
years in 1906 to 6.6 in 1922); however, they in-
creased to 7.1 in 1931 and 1932, During the
subsequent break indivorce statistics the medians
declined again to 6.4 years in 1948 and 5.8 in
1950, From 1950 to 1963 there was another period
of increase, followed by a slight decline (7.5 in
1963 to 7.1 in 1967).

These changes seem rather erratic and it is
difficult to explain their relation to the national
divorce rate. The median duration has increased
while the rate was increasing (1871-90 and
1922-29) and while it was declining (1929-32 and
1950-57); the median has also declined while the
rate was increasing (1963-67). The duration of
marriage declined during the two periods for which
data are not available (1907-21 and 1933-47), as
medians for the years preceding the break indata
were considerably higher than those when data
collection was resumed, The medians declined
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Figure 4. Median duration of marriage prior to divorce: United States,
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from 7.9 years in 1906 to 6.6 in 1922 and from
7.1 in 1932 to 6.4 in 1948, As each period for
which data are notavailable included a WorldWar,
it seems likely that the disorganization caused
by major upheavals is conducive to shorter
durations of marriage.

Duration medians for individual States in
selected years (table 13) indicate that the range
of State medians has varied between about 4 and

" 12 years. In general medians were high in the
Northeast Region, particularly in Massachusetts
and New Jersey, They were low in the West
South Central Division and showed pronounced
declines in the West Region,

The percent distribution of divorces by dura-
tion of marriage has changed during the period
under study (table 14), The most important change,
the increase in the number of couples witha very
short duration of marriage, less than 2 years,
may be partly due to changed methods of com-
puting duration, Still, the change in methods
cannot explain the fact that the proportion of
those divorces tripled—from 5 percent inthe 19th
century to 15 percent in the 1960's, Percentages
of divorces with duration of 5-9 years and, to a
lesser degree, those with 10-14 years declined
during the same period.

Duration of Separation

Marriages cease to function normally when
the spouses separate, and separation often, though
not always, is a preliminary todivorce. The dura-
tion of marriage prior to divorce divides intotwo
main periods: (1) duration of marriage prior to
separation and (2) duration of separation priorto
decree, Before 1967, statistics on separation
were collected only once, in 1907, and published
for the entire 20-year period 1887-1906 for the
United States and every State, These data refer
only to couples who divorced during that period,
and no data exist on the incidence of separation
that did not end in divorce,

The modal duration of marriage to separation
was 1 year or less, and 27 percent of couples
divorced during the 1887-1906 period had lived
together less than 2 years (table 15 and figure 3).
Couples for whom the duration of marriage to
divorce was less than 2 years comprised only 5
percent, As a couple who divorced after a given
duration of marriage had to be separated within
the same period, it can be seen that 5 percent
were both separated and divorced less than 2
years after marriage, while 22 percent were
separated less than 2 years after marriage but
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Figure 5. Percent distribution of divorces by duration of mar-
riage and of separation: United States, 1867-1906.

divorced at a later date, The same generalization
applies to any cumulative percentage of duration.
Cumulative percentages of couples who separated,
separated and divorced, and separated but di-
vorced later are shown in table F. (The last
column was obtained by subtraction.)

The time elapsing between separation and
divorce depends not only on the decision of the

spouses but also on statutory rules of the States,
It takes a certain period of time for some legal
grounds to arise, and there are varying residence
requirements and procedural rules. The duration
of separation was usually short: for 35 percent
of the couples it lasted less than 2 years; for 44
percent, 2-4 years; and for 17 percent, 5-9 years.
Only a small proportion of divorces, less than 5
percent, was granted after 10 years or more of
separation.

In the years 1887-1906 the median duration
of marriage to divorce in the United States was
8,1 years, and State medians ranged from 6.3
years in Arkansas to 11,4 in Massachusetts, The
median duration of marriage to separation was
4,7 years, ranging from 3.4 in Arkansas to 6,7 in
New York. The median duration of separation to
divorce was 2.8 years in the United States; it
varied from 1.8 years in Indiana to 5.7 in
Massachusetts (table 16).

Median duration of marriage ending indivorce
during the 20-year period depended also on the
party to whom the decree was granted. There was
practically no difference in the median duration
of marriages at decree (for the United States it
was 8.1 years when granted to the husband and
8.2 when granted to the wife), However, the simi-
larity disappears when the whole duration is
divided by the separation. The medianduration of
marriage to separation was 4.5 years when the
decree was granted to the husband and 4.9, when
to the wife, while the median duration of the
separation was 3.1 and 2.7 years, respectively,
Thus when decrees were granted to the wife, as
usually happened, the marriage had lasted longer
before separation but not as longafter separation.

Table F. Cumulative percentages of couples who were separated, separated and divorced,

and separated but divorced later, by duration of marriage prior to divorce: United
States, 1887-1906
Separated Separated
Duration of marriage Separated and but divorced
divorced later
less than 2 years-----c--=-mcccmcmmcrccmcmnae 27.0 5.2 21.8
Less than 5 years----=-c-c-co-mmcvccomcmcmma e~ 51.9 28.3 23.6
Less than 10 years--=--c~-mm-—mmc-mocmecamnea-~ 74.6 59.7 14.9
Less than 15 years-~---ec-memmecemccmccccemooax 86.5 77.7 8.8
Less than 20 years-=--—==c-cemececoccecmmcmaaa 93.1 87.9 5.2
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Place of Marriage

Information about the place where divorcing
couples were married was obtained for the United
States and each State or territory for every year
of the 1867-1906 period and for 1916, National,
regional, and DRA figures were obtained for 1960,
and there are data for limited numbers of States
for the years 1952-65, This information was not
tabulated for 1966 and 1967, Classification of the
place of marriage has varied considerably, but
in all cases it is possible to compute the propor-
tion of divorced couples who were married in the
same State in which they were divorced, For the
United States a pronounced decline in this propor-
tion took place during the period under study—
from 79,2 percent in 1880 to 57.5 in 1960 (table
17). The percentage has declined since 1870 inthe
Northeast Region, since 1880 in the North Central
and South, and since 1900 in the West, These
changes are due to two factors influencing the
trend in opposite directions: improved means of
transportation and settlement of new areas,

Better transportation permitted more spatial
mobility, which lead to (1) a higher likelihood of
marriages performed outside of the State where
the couple intended to settle, e.g., in a marriage
mill or in the parental home of the bride, (2)
easier migration of married couples, (3) easier
migration of separated persons before divorce,
and (4) more migratory divorces in divorce-mill
States. All these factors contributed to an in-
creased percentage of couples who were married
outside the State where divorced, On the other
hand, a high proportion of the married persons
in areas that were still sparcely settled in the
19th century had been married before moving
into the area. This percentage declined with time
and became more similar to that for the rest of
the country, as in the case of the Dakotas,
Oklahoma, and some States in the West Region
(table 17).

Children of the Divorced

Information about children of  divorced
couples goes back to 1867 but is rather sketchy
and incomplete, For the years 1867-1906 only
three categories were given: couples with chil-
dren, couples without children, and couples who

gave no information as to children, the latter
category often being the most numerous, The total
number of children for couples reporting children
was published without information on how it was
computed, Thus the only measure that could be
used was the mean number of children per divorce
with children. This measure for the whole period
under study is shown in table 18 andfigure 6,

The means for the first collection period,
1867-86, are quite different from those for the
second collection period, 1887-1906, During the
first 20 years the number of children per divorce
with children varied from 2,02 to 2.10; duringthe
second period, from 1,84 t01.92. The meannumber
fell from 2.10 in 1886 to 1.91 in 1887, It would
seem that this difference is due to the method
used for compiling the data, As information from
the second collection is, in general, more accurate
than that from the first, reliable time trend data
begin with 1887,

During the years 1887-1906 the mean declined
from 1.91 to 1.84. Exactly the same mean, 1.84,
was found when publication of data on children was
resumed in 1922, At that point a decline set in
again, and the low point of 1,74 was reached in
1932, This decline was not due to the Depression
because it had already begun when the Depression
started, but the Depression may have accelerated
the process, In the 1950's and 1960's the mean
number of children per divorce with children in-
creased in the reporting areas from 1,76 in 1950
to 2,18 in 1967,

The available figures for regions, divisions,
and States in selected years (table 19) indicate
that the mean number of children per decree with
children was lowest in the Northeast Region in
all years for which regional ratios were com-
puted. However, in 1967 this pattern seems to
have changed, as all available ratios for the
reporting southern States are lower than those
for any reporting State outside of the South
Region, Highest ratios were found in the South
in 1890, 1900, and 1922, and in the North Central
Region in 1930 and 1960.

Legal Grounds

When divorce statistics were collected di-
rectly from court files, the only available infor-
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Figure 6. Mean number of childrenper divorce with children reported: United States, 1867-1906, 1922-32, and 1960;
reporting States, I9U8-59; and divorce-registration area, 1961-67.
mation was that routinely obtained during available, were granted on the 10 grounds listed

litigation, The majority of data collected in
1887, 1907, 1917, and 1922-32 were legal, When
the collection of divorce statistics was resumed
after the Depression, emphasis had shifted from
legal to demographic variables, States that re-
ported complete legal data but had no information
on personal characteristics of husband and wife
were not admitted to the DRA, Inthe years 1940-59
only two legal variables were tabulated: legal
grounds for the decree and the party to whom the
decree was granted. In 1960 data identifying the
plaintiff were added. The time series on legal
divorce statistics was broken in 1966, when it was
decided not to tabulate the three legal items,

Legal grounds for divorce are listed in State
statutes, and the true cause of estrangement
between the spouses can be usedasalegal ground
in court proceedings only if it coincides with one
of the listed grounds, These grounds vary from
State to State and can be changed by acts of State
legislature, Still, there are types of behavior that
constitute legal grounds for divorce inall or most
States,

Over 95 percent of alldivorces granted during

the period under study for which information is -
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in table 20, In many cases similar grounds called
by different names in various States are com-
bined in the table, Throughout the period under
study the importance of individual grounds has
changed. This may have been due to several
reasons: (1) new grounds were added or old ones
reformulated, (2) the time period necessary for
a ground to arise has changed, and(3) the attitude
of the parties has changed, The wish to have the
legal grounds reflect, as far as possible, the
actual situation may have been replaced by the
wish to use the most anodyne ground, The percent-
age of decrees granted for adultery declined
throughout the whole period, from 25 percent in
1867-86 to 1,4 in 1965, or ata ratio of 18 to 1, The
percents of decrees granted for desertion declined
in a ratio of 3 to 1; drunkenness declined also, It
must be remembered that these declines do not
necessarily mean that there is now lessadultery,
desertion, or drunkenness than there was 100
years ago. On the other hand, cruelty as a legal
ground increased 160 percent, and this is nodoubt
connected with the broad interpretation given to
this term, especially to mental cruelty, in recent
decades; neglect and nonsupport increased also,



Such causes as incompatibility, separation, and
indignities are used now more often than in the
past, In the years 1867-86 over two-thirds of all
divorces were granted for adultery and desertion,
In 1965 roughly the same proportion were granted
for cruelty, neglect or nonsupport, and indignities,

Party to Whom Decree
Was Granted

Information about the party to whom the
divorce was granted was considered particularly
important for divorce statistics in the years
1867-1932, Most published data were given sep-
arately for divorces granted to the husband and
those granted to the wife, with even the total
figures occasionally omitted, Inférmartion about
two aspects of this variable can be obtained: (1)
the distribution of divorces by party to whom
granted and (2) the relationship between the
party to whom the decree was granted and various
other variables, The first aspect is shown in
table 21,

During the whole period under study the over-
whelming majority of divorces were grantedtothe
wife, and this majority increased slightly through-
out the period. There is a definite territorial
pattern: The proportion of decrees granted to
women in the South, particularly the South Atlantic
Division, was always lower than in other areas.
During the early years of divorce statistics the
overwhelming majority of decrees in several
southern States were granted to husbands, but
this majority disappeared about the turn of the
century, On the other extreme, wives have ob-
tained about three-fourths of all decrees in the
West and, since 1916, inthe North Central Region.

The classification of most items by party to
whom decree was granted, particularly in years
preceding 1933, permits some insights intothe im-
portance of this variable, In the section on sep-
aration there was a short discussion of the dif-
ferences in the duration of marriage to separation
and in that of separation to decree between cases
granted to the husband and those granted to the
wife during the 20-year period 1887-1906, In 1870
and 1880 the median duration of marriage to de-
cree was higher when the decree was granted to
the wife (table 22), Both medians became identical

in 1890 and 1900, and later the relationship was
reversed, In 1930, 1960, and 1965 higher medians
were observed for divorces granted tothe husband
than for those granted to the wife.

In all years when information was available,
the mean number of children per decree with
children was higher when the decree was granted
to the husband than when it was granted to the
wife; these means were 1.95and 1,89 in 1890, 1.96
and 1.84 in 1900, and 1.81 and 1.77 in 1930, The
defendant husband was more likely than the de-
fendant wife to reside in the State where the
decree was granted; 82.9 percent of defendant
husbands and 73.7 of defendant wives resided in
the divorce State in 1960, while for 1965 the
comparable percentages were 86,1 and 75.4.

Other Legal Variables

Information about several other legal vari-
ables was collected at various times before 1933,
In most cases the period of data collection was
too short to yield any information of interest, and
time trend data are available for only two of these
variables—whether the case was contested and
whether alimony was granted,

The proportion of contested divorce cases
has always been comparatively low: 15,4 percent
for the 1887-1906 period, 14.8 in 1922, declining
to 11,9 in 1929, and increasing to 14.1 after the
Depression began. This increase seems to con-
tradict the theory that divorces declined during
the Depression because of costs, as a higher
percentage of defendants spent money in contest-
ing the case. In absolute numbers, contested
divorces declined 10.1 percent from 1929101932,
but they declined much less than uncontested di-
vorces (20.9 percent),

Information about alimony is found for the
1887-1906 period, for 1916, and for six States in
1939, The percentage of cases with alimony asked
increased from 13.2 in 1887-1906 to 20.3 in 1916
(for 1939 this figure is not available), and those
of alimony granted from 9.2 to 15.3, and to 29.0
in 1939, This left the proportion of cases with
alimony refused almost unchanged: 4.0 percent
in 1887-1906 and 4.8 percent in 1916, In 1916
alimony was awarded to the wife in 4,7 percent of
divorces granted tothe husband and in 20.1 percent
of those granted to the wife,



PERSONAL
CHARACTERISTICS

Collection of information on demographic
characteristics of bride and groom and of divorc-
ing spouses did not begin until the publication of
marriage and divorce statistics was resumed
after the Depression, For divorces these data
are still very incomplete, For marriages the best-
covered items are age at marriage and marriage
order, i.e,, whether a person was marriedfor the
first time or remarried, From these data median
age of bride and groom was prepared for most
States in selected years since 1940 (table 23) and
median age by marriage order for a group of 22
States for the years 1954-67 (table 24).

The overwhelming majority of reporting
States showed declines in median age for brides
from 1940 to 1950, from 1950 to 1955, and from
1955 to 1960 but increases from 1960 to 1967,
For grooms the declines observed in earlier
years continued through the 1960-67 period. Re-
cent increases in the median age of brides ac-

companied by declines of that for grooms indicate
a narrowing of the difference in age between
newly married spouses., Median age for grooms
declined from 1960, to 1967 in all four regions;
for brides the median increased slightly in the
South and the North Central (these two regions
combined accounting for 61 percent of all mar-
riages in 1967) and did not change in the North-
east. The median for the West depends in part on
assumptions made about age distribution in five
Western States where information on age is not
available (Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New
Mexico, and Washington), as about 45 percent of
marriages performed in the West Region were
performed in these five States,

Declines in the 1950's and subsequent in-
creases in the 1960's can be observed in median
ages for all brides and first-married brides in a
group of 22 States, while the comparable medians
for grooms show declines that have been leveling
out in recent years. No clear-cut pattern can be
detected of median ages for remarried brides and
grooms (table 24),

— 000 —/
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Table 1.

Marriages, divorces, and rates: United States, 1867-~1967

{All totals rounded and-include estimates. Marriage figures include marriage licenses from some States; divorce figures inciude reported annul-
ments. For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 population]

Marriage Divorce Marriage Divorce
Year Year

Number Rate | Number Rate Number Rate | Number Rate
1,927,000 9.71523,000 2.6 1,076,000 | 10.6 | 114,000 1.1
1,857,000 9.5 1 499,000 2.5 1,008,000 | 10.0 | 104,000 1.0
1,800,000 9.3] 479,000 2.5 1,025,000 |10.3 ] 101,000 1.0
1,725,000 9.01 450,000 2.4 1,021,000 j10.5 91,000 0.9
1,654,000 8.8 428,000 2.3 1,005,000 |10.5 94,000 1.0
1,577,000 8.5 | 413,000 2.2 955,000 { 10.2 89,000 1.0
1,548,000 8.5 414,000 2.3 948,000 §10.3 83,000 0.9
1,523,000 8.5] 393,000 2.2 897,000 9.9 80,000 0.9
1,494,000 8.5 395,000 2.2 857,000 9.7 77,000 0.9
1,451,000 8.4 ] 368,000 2.1 937,000 | 10.8 77,000 0.9
1,518,000 8.9 381,000 2.2 895,000 | 10.5 72,000 0.8
1,585,000 9.5] 382,000 2.3 842,000 | 10.0 68,000 0.8
1,531,000 9.3] 377,000 2.3 815,000 9.9 66,000 0.8
1,490,000 9.2 379,000 2.4 818,000 |10.1 65,000 0.8
1,546,000 9.8 ] 390,000 2.5 776,000 9.8 61,000 0.8
1,539,000 9.9} 392,000 2.5 742,000 9.6 61,000 0.8
1,595,000 | 10.4 ] 381,000 2.5 709,000 9.3 56,000 0.7
1,667,000 | 11.1 | 385,000 2.6 673,000 9.0 51,000 0.7
1,580,000 (| 10.6 } 397,000 2.7 647,000 8.8 48,000 0.7
1,811,000 | 12.4 ] 408,000 2.8 643,000 8.9 45,000 0.6
1,992,000 | 13.9] 483,000 3.4 635,000 9,0 43,000 0.6
2,291,000 | 16.4 | 610,000 4.3 620,000 8.9 40,000 0.6
1,613,000 | 12.2] 485,000 3.5 588,000 8.6 38,000 0.6
1,452,000 ( 10.9 | 400,000 2.9 601,000 9.0 37,000 0.6
1,577,000 | 11.7 § 359,000 2.6 601,000 9.2 37,000 0.6
1,772,000 ( 13,2 | 321,000 2.4 592,000 9.2 36,000 0.6
1,696,000 | 12.7 | 293,000 2.2 570,000 9.0 33,000 0.5
1,596,000 | 12.1] 264,000 2.0 563,000 9.1 32,000 0.5
1,404,000 | 10.7 | 251,000 1.9 535,000 8.8 29,000 0.5
1,331,000 10.3 | 244,000 1.9 513,000 8.7 28,000 0.5
1,451,000 11.3 1 249,000 1.9 534,000 9.2 26,000 0.4
1,369,000 10.7 | 236,000 1.8 507,000 8.9 23,000 0.4
1,327,000 10.4 } 218,000 1.7 485,000 8.8 23,000 0.4
1,302,000 10.3 | 204,000 1.6 501,000 9.3 23,000 0.4
1,098,000 8.7 1] 165,000 1.3 484,000 9.2 22,000 0.4

982,000 7.9 ] 164,000 1.3 464,000 9.0 21,000 0.4
1,061,000 8.6 | 188,000 1.5 453,000 9.0 20,000 0.4
1,127,000 9.2 1 196,000 1.6 438,000 8.9 17,000 0.3
1,233,000 | 10.1 | 206,000 1.7 423,000 8.8 16,000 0.3
1,182,000 9.8 1 200,000 1.7 411,000 8.7 16,000 0.3
1,201,000} 10.1{ 196,000 1.6 405,000 8.8 15,000 0.3
1,203,000 | 10.2 | 185,000 1.6 409,000 9.1 14,000 0.3
1,188,000 | 10.3 1 175,000 1.5 385,000 8.7 14,000 0.3
1,185,000 | 10.4 ] 171,000 1.5 386,000 9.0 13,000 0.3
1,230,000 | 11.0 | 165,000 1.5 378,000 9.0 12,000 0.3
1,134,000 | 10.3 ] 149,000 1.4 359,000 8.8 12,000 0.3
1,164,000 | 10.7 | 160,000 1.5 352,000 8.8 11,000 0.3
1,274,000 | 12,0 | 171,000 1.6 348,000 8.9 11,000 0.3
1,150,000 | 11.0 | 142,000 1.3 345,000 9.0 10,000 0.3
1,000,000 9.7 116,000 1.1 357,000 9.6 10,000 0.3
1,144,000 } 11,11 122,000 1.2

NOTE: Alaska included beginning in 1959; Hawaii included beginning in 1960.
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Table 2, Reported annulments: all reporting States, California, New York, and all
others, 1926-67
All
Number of
other
Year Total Caiizor- New York reggzt- rz;gggf
States ing
1967 =-cmcemu cm e cccccme e maa 15,132 6,861 2,523 5,748 50
1966 wmmmmewmmmcmcm e mcimemeccae 14,669 6,480 2,832 5,357 48
1965 «-romcmcm et e e 15,418 6,935 3,035 5,448 50
1964 -cccmmncccc e cmecccmiccae 13,940 6,587 22,597 4,756 51
1963 -m-mmmm - o 12,701 6,134 2,284 4,283 48
1962 - - e mmecccmmmcm e —ene 12,692 5,984 5,331 4,377 50
196l~wm-wmcccc e cm e 11,520 5,643 32,310 3,567 49
1960-cm=mccmmamcnmc e mmee e 11,181 5,466 32,569 3,146 46
1959 === mmm o e e aemea e 12,603 35,460 2,905 4,238 50
1958 - mmccmmace e caem e . 12,541 5,107 3,417 4,017 47
1957 cmmm e me e e ee 8,231 5,063 - 3,168 39
1956 === mc e o 7,770 5,010 - 2,760 36
1955w ccmm e e 7,687 4,705 -—— 2,982 37
1954 eccmmme cm e e 7,865 4,820 ——- 3,045 37
1953 cccccmcc e ccc e ee 7,898 4,807 - 3,091 38
1952 - memceeeael 75744 4,716 - 3,028 38
1951l e m e e ea 7,843 4,805 3, === 3,038 36
1950 cmcm e el 10,848 4,471 3,609 2,769 39
1949 ccmam e el 6,895 4,795 -—— 2,100 28
1948 mcmmm e 7,208 4,937 - 2,271 27
1947 e e mr e 7,324 5,244 -— 2,100 19
1946 = mmmmm = e e e e 9,898 27,300 - 2,598 21
1945 - cumc e e e e e 1,972 - -—- 1,972 20
1944 cmm e e el 963 -—- -—- 963 14
R L L 891 -—- -—- 891 14
1942 e e e 725 -—- -——- 725 12
R R D L 627 -—- --- 627 12
193340 ~mmmmm e e e e - -—- -—- -—— ———
1932 mcm e rce e 3,903 1,267 1,025 1,611 49
1R ) R e e T T 4,339 1,499 1,049 1,791 49
1930 - e 4,370 1,476 1,030 1,864 48
1929 cmcm e e e - 4,408 1,476 1,029 1,903 49
1928 - e me i ecee 4,237 1,441 990 1,806 48
1927 e e e 4,255 1,629 872 1,754 49
1926« e e cmcrccneem 3,825 1,282 964 1,579 48
lcounting the District of Columbia as a State.
;Estimated.
“Incomplete.

NOTE: Alaska included beginning in 1959; Hawaii included beginning in 1960.
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Table 3. Marriage rates for unmarried women aged 15 and over: United States, 1940-67 and se=-
lected census years

[The unmarried include single, widowed, and divorced persons. For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 unmarried women]

Year ' Rate Year Rate

76.4 98.5
75.6 106.2
75.0 118.1
74.6 83.6
73.4 76.5
71.2 83.0
72.2 93.0
73.5 88.5
73.6 82.8
72,0

78.0 67.8
82.4

80.9 92.3
79.8

83.7 77.1
83.2

86.6 68.2
90.2

86.7 67.4

NOTE: Alaska included beginning in 1959; Hawaii included beginning in 1960.

Table 4. Divorce rates for married women aged 15 and over: United States, 1920-67 and selected
census years

[For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 married women]

Year Rate Year Rate

1967 ~mucmcacasacmcmamcnanmn 11.2 8.8
1966 =nmmamccnn mememmem—me——— 10.9 8.5
1965amcannmanaaanune ———— 10.6 8.4
196fencncanns . 10.0 8.7
1963 ~nmnancaanas cmmeammaan- 9.6 8.3
1962wanmmnnmananannn c———— 9.4 7.8
196leuumnca mmmeeessmemm———— 9.6 7.5
1960mmmmmannacacmananeancn~ 9,2 6.1
1959 mmcnmmanccmmmanuannacnn 9.3 6.1
1958 -mmnnanmcncacammaamanan~= 8.9 7.1
1957 cmanaan S 9.2 7.5
1956 man== mencmasceessceana 9.4 8.0
1055mammnnnnannmannaa————— 9.3 7.8
1954 memcananncaanan ——m————— 9.5 7.8
1953 mammaannanmmanacannacen= 9.9 7.5
1952 macnccccanacmaannnannee 10.1 7.2
195Lmmemnammannesccmamcane- 9.9 7.2
19050emmnmacemcaannacaacnna 10.3 7.1
1949 mmcmmmanmccacmccccanan 10.6 6.6
1948ummcmuccccmaancnanaann~ 11.2 7.2
1947 ccmmccmccaacccamacamann 13.6 8.0
1946mmmmmnnnnnmmmmnmn ———— 17.9

1945mcmemcmmaccccncccnnan—- 14.4 4.7
194k anmmmmscnnmaanmanaa——nn 12.0

1943 ccmmcmmmmacncmm—e————e- 11.0 4.1
1942 mmmammasenamanmeann———- 10.1

194lamammmrecamamamae e 9.4 3.0

NOTE: Alaska included beginning in 1959; Hawaii included beginning in 1960.
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Table 5, Marriages and percent distribution by area of occurrence: United States, each region and
division, selected years 1870-1967

[National totals for years prior to 1950 were reestimated in 1950. Hence the regional totals do not necessarily add up to the national totals. Per-
centages are based on sums of regional figures]

Area 1967 1960 1950 1940 1930
Number
United Statesl~memeacawecacececa--={ 1,927,000/ 1,523,000] 1,667,000 1,596,000 | 1,127,000
Region
Northeagt==r=cwe- B L L ittt 370,768 311,481 365,538 348,440 268,961
North Centraleee--mcnw L L L 497,714 403,595 454 629 1450 119 2336 375
SOUth=me=cemceceam. L LT T ,679, 7416 | 1534,201 589,372 | 1608.931 393,794
West-=-rmrcceceacccccannrercaccccmaanconn 1379,125 1274 104 1257 692 1188 389 127,726
Division
New England--cecc-cscccnrnnmnamccacncacacenn 92,855 76,206 88,503 89,526 57,520
Middle Atlantic--remcerrracammmmemcccmcnae 277,913 235,275 277,035 258,914 211,441
East North Central-=e--c-mer-ccormcccnccen 355,871 283,285 317,344 1256 847 217,863
West North Centrales-~ec-ecomcrmcraccmcnncccu- 141,843 120, 310 137,285 1193 272 118,512
South Atlantic-e---r-eececacarcccccecccan 333,827 1261 885 265,061 1242 927 160,752
East South Central--eww-ecceccwrecccwna-c- 135,824 1110 300 134 272 175 098 105,237
West South Centrale=---=cmnmccccaac m———a= 209,765 162 016 1190, 039 1190 906 127,805
Mountaine-c-cemeeceen R et ] 1166 283 1122 818 132 594 1111 022 51,622
Pacific=wwememnceas meeemen- mmmmemeesccem- 212,842 151 286 125,098 77, 1367 76,104
Percent distribution
United Stateg~e=semccereccccccenm=— 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Region
Northeast=--ececccnavanna rem . —.—————— - 19,2 20.4 21.9 21.8 23.9
North Central--e-= L L L L L PP 25,8 26.5 27.3 28.2 29.9
South=reeernmrecacerecnca= - - O 35.3 35.1 35.4 38.2 34.9
WeStr=wmnemccanansrenernannrneaennm—n= ———— 19.7 18.0 15.5 11.8 11.3
Division
New England~eessscececocccnnecrmeann— ————— 4.8 5.0 5.3 5.6 5.1
Middle Atlanticesresrmcarmmccnmcnencnenen 14.4 15.4 16.6 16.2 18.8
East North Central=we-e=- Femnenmece—————— 18.5 18.6 19.0 16.1 19.3
West North Central-c-ecececcamcencccacncs 7.4 7.9 8.2 12,1 10.5
South Atlantic-e-=-ewracececcecccnceccna- 17.3 17.2 15.9 15.2 14.3
East South Central--ewesceccacccoc- mmm——— 7.0 7.2 8.1 11.0 9.3
West South Centraleesecemeccaeu- memeeemeee~ 10.9 10.6 11.4 12,0 11.3
Mountain----e-w=-- L talatata et T 8.6 8.1 8.0 7.0 4.6
11.0 2.9 7.5 4,8 6.8

Pacificr-ermemrarurecnnen - o = 0

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 5. Marriages and percent distribution by area of occurrence: United States, each region and
division, selected years 1870-1967-=-Con.

[National totals for ycars prior to 1950 were reestimated in 1950. Hence the regional totals do not necessarily add up to the national totals. Per-

centages are based on sums of regional figures]

Area 1916 1900 1890 1880 1870
Number
United States -~=seeccemcmcmrccannax 1,076,000 709,000 570,000 453,000 352,000
Region
Northeastmreceececrmrercrcnccmccaancancnan 272,275 174,394 147,022 { * 2 *
North Central-eeesecceceemrcamacemeneaanan 336,992 240,709 205,290 158,851 120,768
S0ULh===cmcecancneaermcmemcmcca—meen————— 2373,822 252,165 183,714 | 1168,848 2 *
WeStmmememmrcrmeccec e e cmcmca e ———— 85,761 35,957 27,126 113,952 8,166
Division
New England--e-e-ecmemcocmacmmemacoaoaono 71,599 47,639 | 2,789 | 33,918 234,410
Middle Atlantic-=eme=mea-ea= ——mmemma————— 200,676 126,755 104,233 R * o ===
East North Centrale-reacecc-mcacaracmcaaa 213,097 148,172 127,574 98,499 75,617
West North Central--=mececmecc-naecmcnaconaa 123,895 92,537 77,716 i *
South Atlanticeesesmeaccmmmcccccccmmcannas 257,515 | 2101,296 275,562 2 * *
East South Central-- 299,529 78,333 60,758 59,394 250,635
West South Centrale----- 8116,778 72,536 47,39 139,180 *
Mountain-eeeeecemercncccecc i cc i 535,634 15,478 11,210 9 * *
i {50,127 | 220,479 215,916 8,856 25,760
Percent distribution
United States------=cccemacmmaaaaao 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0
Region
Northeasteemmencamececmrernccamecncnenmman 25,5 24,8 26.1 * %*
North Centrales-ecececccesmcananaa= B 31.5 34,2 36.5 * *
SOUth-=cmcececcmcrrcarcecccmrcaneecenecn—— 35,0 35.9 32.6 * *
WeStmmemmemrmcecncecacacundcr e m e e 8.0 5.1 4.8 * *
Division

New Englande--ermececmencceccnanemmnccacna=n 6.7 6.8 7.6 * *
Middle Atlantic-=e-creccrccmrccanccacnnan 18.8 18.0 18.5 * *
East North Central-e=e-mececcm-ccecenneaan 19.9 21.1 22,7 * *
West North Centraleees-ece-mecocncmnccoan 11.6 13.2 13.8 % %*
South Atlantic-=r=-cermcecccmarecmnecae=x 14,7 14,4 13.4 * %
East South Central-eececmcccncccaccnmcnean 9.3 11.1 10.8 L *
West South Central-- 10.9 10.3 8.4 * *
Mountain-ewecececeacccrccccncmcmvanaccncan 3.3 2.2 2,0 * *
Pacificeoc-momcc e e 4.7 2.9 2,8 * *

*Estimated.
2Tncomplete.

3Including estimates for nonreporting areas,
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Table 6. Divorces and percent distribution by area of occurrence:
selected years 1870-1967

United States, each region and division,

[National totals for years prior to 1950 were reestimated in 1950. Hence the regional totals do not necessarily add up to the national totals. Percentages are based
on sums of regional figures]

Area 1967 1960 1950 1940 1930 1916 1900 | 1890 | 1880 | 1870
Number
United States'-| 523,000 | 393,000 | 385,000 | 264,000 | 196,000 | 114,000 | 56,000 | 33,000 | 20,000 | 11,000
Region
Northeastee-—-wem== | 51,000 | 239,000 | %3,30L| 134,015| 23,961 | 15,157| 8,244 | 5,133 | 4,225 | 3,145
North Centralemmm-n 144,000 | 106,000 | ‘107,981 | 80,765 73,402 | 45,249 25,056 | 16,100 | 29,670 | 5,622
South--=eeesamene=| ‘194,000 | 152,000 | 149,958 | 97,768 | 60,659 | 34,562 | 17,101 | 8,970 | %,598 | °1,944
S — ceme==| 134,000 | 96,000 | 183,904 | 50,985 33,569 | 17,068 | 35,884 | 3,640 | 21,464 | 625
Division
New England-~----=-- | °18,167 | 12,842 | 14,027 9,715| 8,248 | 5,739| 3,669 | 2,513 | 2,305 | 1,702
Middle Atlantic----| 33,053 | 26,255 129,274 94,300 | 15,713 | 9,418 4,575] 2,620 | 1,920 | 1,443
)
East North Central-| ‘105,888 | 77,639 77,279 '53,853 | 50,091 | 28,837 15,754 | 9,849 | %,799 %,290
West North Central-| 38,419 | 228,533 | 30,702 | 26,912 23,311 | 16,412 9,302 | 6,251 | 2,871 | °1,332
South Atlantic---=-| 82,412 | 55,526 | 53,722 132,630 | 14,981 °7,336 | 3,487 %.,885 | 2969 | %03
East South Central-| 38,887 | 239,138 | !30,736 | '19,307 | 15,283 | 9,939 6,119 | 3,733 21,976 3982
0
West South Central- | 209,458 iss,ooo l65,500 | 45,831 | 30,395 | 217,287 | 7,495| 3,352 | "1,653| 359
o, -~ Q [
Mountain--e-=m-=-== | 39,691 | “28,846 | '27,931| '16,966| 10,762 | 5,947| 2,123 1,502 %542 3248
a9
Pacific-=mm-muman--n 92,895 66,395 | 55,973 | "34,019| 22,807 | 11,121 %3,761| %2,138 | 922 | %377
Percent distribution
United States-- 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100,0| 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0
Region
Northeast-se==memmm-m 9.8 9.9 11.2 12.9 12.5 13.5| 14.6| 15.2| 21.2| 27.7
North Centralee=m=- 27.5 27.0 28.0 30.6 38.3 40.4 | 44.5| 47.6| 48.5| 49.6
T Y — 37.1 38.7 38.9 37.1 31.7 30.8| 30.4| 26.5| 23.0{ 17.1
Westmummmmamann —— 25.6 2%.4 21.8 19.3 17.5 15.2| 10.5| 10.8 7.3 5.5
Division
New Englandee-=e-—= 3.5 3.3 3.6 3.7 4.3 5.1 6.5 7.4 | 11.5| 15.0
Middle Atlantic=--- 6.3 6.7 7.6 9.2 8.2 8.4 8.1 7.7 9.6 | 12.7
East North Central- 20.2 19.8 20.1 20.4 26.1 25.7| 28.0| 29.1| 34.1| 37.8
West North Central- 7.3 7.3 8.0 10.2 12.2 14.6| 16.5| 18.5| 14.4| 11.8
South Atlantice---- 15.8 14.1 13.9 12.4 7.8 6.5 6.2 5.6 4.9 5.3
East South Central- 7.4 10.0 8.0 7.3 8.0 8.9 10.9] 11.0 9.9 8.7
West South Central- 13.3 14.0 17.0 17.4 15.9 15.4| 13.3 9.9 8.3 3.2
Mountain==mmm=mmmme= 7.6 7.3 7.3 6.4 5.6 5.3 3.8 A 2.7 2.2
Pacific-mmmmmmennnn 17.8 16.9 14.5 12.9 11.9 9.9 6.7 6.3 4.6 3.3
..
JEstimated,
“Incomplete,

Including estimates for nonreporting areas,
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Table 7. Marriage rates: United States, each region, division, and State or territory, selected
years 1870-1967

[The population for 1870, 1880, 1890, and 1900 was enumerated as of June 1; for 1930, 1940, 1950, and 1960, it was enumerated as of April 1; for
1967 it was estimated as of July 1;and for 1916 the rates were revised subsequent to the census for 1920. Rates per 1,000 population]

Area 1967 1960 1950 1940 | 1930 | 1916 1900 1890 | 1880 | 1870
Rate
United States!-- 9.7 8.5 11.1| 12.1 9,21 10.6 9.3 9.0 9.0 8.8
Region
Northeast~--====n=n- 7.7 7.0 9.3}  9.7| 7.8| 9.6 8.3| 8.4 , * *
North Central------- 9.0 7.8 10,2 11.2| 8.7 %10.3 9.1 9.2 | “9.1| %9.3
SOUthe==m == mmcmmmmem 1.1 | 9.7 l12,5| 4.6 10.4| %12.1| 110.3| 29.2| 210.2 *
WeStemmmmmmmmm——mcmn 111.5 9.8 13.2 | 113.5| 10.7} ?10.7 18,8 18,71 27,91 28,2
Division
New Englandem=-=—-n-x 8.2 7.3 9.5| 10.6| 7.0| 10.1 8.5 2.1| %8.5| 29,9
Middle Atlantic-=-w=- 7.5 6.9 9.2 9.4 8.0 9.5 8.2 8.2 * ——
East North Central-- 9.1 7.8 10.4] 19,6 8.6 | 10.5 9.3 9.5 38.8| 7.3
West North Central -~ 8.9 ,7.8 9.8 ! 114,3 8.9 | ,10.2 8.9 8.7 * *
South Atlantic-=---- 11.3 10.1 12,5 | 113.6 | 10.1| ;11.8 29,7 28,5, * *
East South Central--| 10.5 19,2 11.7 | 16,2 | 10.6 | ;12,1 810.4 | 89,5 ”10.6 | 211,5
West South Central--| 11.0 9.6 13,1 | 4.6 | 10.5| 12,3 | 311.1| 310,0 | %11.8 #*
Mountain------------ | 121.3| 7.9 26.1] 126,7 | 13.9 | 211,9 9.2 9,2 k| ok
Pacific-=m==-aamcman 8.4 7.1 8.6 7.9 9.2 | 29,9 28,5 eg.4 | 27,9 28.5
New England )
Maine~m—mmammcamana-n 9.4 8.1 9.4 12.0 8.1 8.7 7.9 . ——— “—-
New Hampshire -=--=-- 13.4 12.1 14.3| 12.3| 11.0| 10.2 9.7 9.6 7.7 .
Vermont --=-==w==-c--u 9.3 8.4 9.4 | 13.7 7.3 | 14.9 8.5 8.5 8.1 8.9
Massachusetts ~=eewx- 7.6 6,6 8.9 10.4 6.4 9.4 8.7 9.3 8.7 10,1
Rhode Island--===-== 7.3 6.8 9.5 8.7 7.0 9.8 9,2 9.2 | 10,0} 10,9
Connecticut-mmmmmmmn 7.7 7.1 9.7 | 10.2 6.9 | 11.8 7.7 8.4 7.6 9.8
Middle Atlantic
New York-eemoe-e--mmman 7.9 7.4 9.5 9.8 9.3 9.8 8.8 8.2 o -
New Jersey--=-mem==n 7.0 6.6 9.6 | ,9.9 7.0 | 10.6 7.8 10.8 .3 -
Pennsylvania--«----~ 7.3 6.3 8.5 8.6 6.7 8.6 7.7 7.5 * *
East North Central
OhfO=mm=momcmmmmaaan 7.9 7.0 9.5 | 12.1 9.0 ,9.7 9.1 9.0 8.7, 9.6
Tndiana--==--~====n=- 10.5 9.0 15,7 | 11.6 | *11.9 | J11.8 10.8 10.1 | 210.5 | 210.2
Tllinois==em=monean= 9.7 8.7 410.7 8.0 9.9 | *11.1 9.2 9.9 | 39,2 29,6
Michigan-==mncm=cau-= 9.8 7.8 9.1 8.8 6.1 11.9 9.6 8.9 8.6 7.8
7.3 6.2 8.5 7.5 5.2 7.3 7.5 9.3 8.7 | %7.1
7.8 6.9 410.4 | l9.8 8.8 | 10,1 7.7 7.7 28.8| 7.9
8.1 9.0 10.5 | .19.0 8.3 9.8 8.7 8.7 %* *
9.6 33,3 8.7 | 19,0 9,6 | 211.0 9.8 39.9 * *
7.9 6.4 8.2 6.5 5.6 7.9 37.4 36.7 - ---
13.5 8.5 10.7 6.4 9.4 9.0 7.6 5.7  4===- ——-
9.1 7.5 10,4 | 12.1| 7.4 10.2 8.5 7.9 27.3] %9.3
8.8 7.3 9.7 | 11.81 10.6 | 10.4 9.9 9.0 29,0 210.1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7, Marriage rates:

United States, each region, division, and State or territory, selected
years 1870-1967——Con.

[The population for 1870, 1880, 1890, and 1900 was enumerated as of June 1; for 1930, 1940, 1950, and 1960, it was enumerated as of April 1; for

1967 it was estimated as of July 1; and for 1916 the rates were revised subsequent to the census for 1920. Rates per 1,000 population]

Area 1967 1960 1950 1940 |1930 | 1916 1900 1890 [1880 |1870
South Atlantic Rate
Delaware==mmmmmamana 6.5 5.4 .. 8.3 18.1 4.7 9.5 6.7 5.5 ——— ———
Maryland-=-==cecam-- 13.3 13.0 21.6) 21.6 | 15.0) 14.6 9.0 37.4 1 57,4 B8.1
District of
Columbidemmmeanmeen 9.4 *11.3 12,7 %11.7 | 11.0| 10.8 11,3 6.1 9.1 12.1
Virginia-e—me-e-cea- 10.7 9.5 11.1{ 19,7 9.8 ] 29,8 8.9 7.8 —— —
West Virginiame==ce- 7.9 7.3 ig.6 4.3 1 10.2| 211.9 10.0 8.4 ——- -
North Caroling-=---- 8.9| !#6,9 7.3 14,2 4.6 | 311.4 9.0 38,0 29,0 *
South Carolina-~--=- 19.8 16.4 421,8 | 122.7 | 15.0 . =" _— === el P
Georgia---——=mmammnn 12,7 12.5 412,8 | 112.5 | 10.4 | 212.9 39,9 9.3 29,5 9.9
Floridaemeemmamcema- 9.4 7.9 10.0| 17.2 | 11.6| 217.2 311.7 | %1l.1| %9.8 {211.7
East South Central
Kentucky-===m==memmu= 49 2 18,71 1411.2 { '26.8 | 11.91{ 210.8 38.7 7.9 | .28.6 529.5
Tennessee=mcenmmmme= 10.3 8.6 6.6 | 110.5 7.9 | 212.6 310.4 39,7 | %10.5 11.2
Alabama-c=-eceemame- 12.0 9.8 7.5] 12.0.| 10.&{ 11.2 11,2 | 310.6 * o e
Mississippi~m——=m=nn 10.0 9.7 26.0 | 15.6 | 12.8 1 214.4 11.7 | %10.0 | 211.6 | *14.6
West South Central
ATKanSas-==mmmmm———— 1 10.6] 310.3 $27.0 | 122.4 | 13.5] 214.7 *13.1 | ®11.6 ] 13.0 *
Louisiana-sm~ewmcnee- 8.6 7.2 110,0 | 11.6 9.9 | %11.1 39,2 38,6 * *
Oklahoma-====mcmvan- 13.91 12,2} 710.0 | 14.3 | 15.2 | %10.8 | 3610.1 | 3626 | amm| aa-
Texas~c——memem—mamm——— 11.3 39,6 41,6 | 113.5 7.7 | 212.5 311.4 | %0.81°%11.5]214.3
Mountain
Montana--=e--eemmme—— 8.0 8.7 12.2 | 15,6 | 10.1 16.7 8.7 9.2 | 2%2.5| 23.8
Idaho=c-=e-mecuacun- 20.1 15.1 4.2 | 16,9 | 10.1| 210.2 8.5 7.5 27.0| ,24.4
Wyoming~=em-eeanece" 11.6 9.9 12,2°] 11.7 7.8 | 11,1 9.1 6.9 28,5/ “10.1
Colorado~=mmemmcmmmn 410,9 | L49,1 410.4 6. 11,3 | 210.3 10.1 11.3| 28.4| 28.3
New Mexico-=ewmammmm 19,7 11.6 33.3| 22,9 | 20.5| 210.4 6.7 7.0 - c_—
ATizZona-=-mmmmcameen 9,0 7.8 26.7 | 47.4 | 17.6] 12.6 9.0 5.7 - ——-
Utah-reemeremcamen-— 10.0 8.0 410.3 | 15,0 | 11.1} 212.1 39,8 | %11.0 ol B
Nevada-er=cmmcaccean 4198.2 | *208.1 | 4311.5(354.0 | 67.0| 12.7 °15.4 25,51 35.31 25,8
Pacific a
Washington===cam=ean 12,0 49,9 14,5 [ *15.1 | 11.7| 10.8 9.1 9.6 * *
Oregonmmememmcacmana 7.3 6.0 7.4 5.5 8.0 97.3 8.6 9.1 * *
California-m-=cacem= 7.9 6.7 7.5 6.5 8.7 10.2 28,1 27,71 37.3| 3%s.1
Alaska-wocmmeecmaaoa 9,7 8.2 713.4 | 13,0 —— - -— - ~— ———
Hawaii-eemcemmemeam- 9.7 8.3 1.2 | 112.6 - — ——— ——- - —-
lEstimated.

Excluding nonreporting counties.

Incomplete.

dMarriage licenses,

SExcluding marriages celebrated by publication of bonds.

SIncluding Indian Territory,

was 9.5 in 1900 and 3.6 in 1890.
7N9t included in totals.

where the rate was 12.3 in

1900 and 2.1 in 1890;

in Oklahoma it
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Table 8. Marriage rates for unmarried men and women aged 15 and over: United States, each region,
division, and State or territory, selected census years 1890-1960

[The unmarried include single, widowed, and divorced persons. For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 population]

1960 1950 1940
Area
Men Women Men Women Men Women
Rate
United Statesl-~--= 88.1 73.5 100.1 90.2 83.4 82.8
Region
Northeagt-~=-meccmnucnaa 69 .4 53.3 77.9 64.9 61.9 57.9
North Central----ewa-m--- 83.4 69.6 192.4 85,2 175.8 177.9
South-~scmmmmma e 1103.9 187.3 1122.6 1110.5 1113.2 1109.4
Westmemmemmc e e e 97.1 192,7 115.5 1117.9 185.5 198.6
Division
New England--==-mwm=-aaa- 70.0 54,1 77.0 63,2 67.1 59.7
Middle Atlantice-==n=an- 69.1 53.0 78.1 65.5 60.3 57.3
East North Central------ 84.1 69.8 95,3 87.0 165.4 167.0
West North Central------ .. 8L.9 69.1 86.4 181.5 196.2 199.6
South Atlantic-==-==--=- 105.1 189,2 2118.7 1106.2 1101.8 97,0
East South Central -=---- 198.3 180.4 119.1 104.9 132.4 1125,1
West South Central------ 106.2 89.3 1131.4 1122,0 14,4 1114.9
Mountain--~==--ccoe e 1192.5 1189.1 235.3 264.3 11.79.8 1224.0
Pacific-=~--cmccmamaaa—- 69.3 65.5 175.0 174.3 48.8 54.7
New England
Maine-—c= cmmcmccmccm e 79.3 68.2 82.4 73.5 81.6 82.0
New Hampshire-=~ec=wcacc~s 120.2 98.3 120.7 103.8 79.9 75.8
Vermont —-===-=—muecmw_—o 80.6 65.6 79.0 70.4 87.5 92.1
Massachusetts—==moe—c-aa 62,2 45,7 70.9 55.2 65.0 54.8
Rhode Island-~-==-=----- 61.5 50.5 73.0 64.3 54,2 47.3
Connecticut —====cmcara-m 72.9 58.1 79.6 68.1 63.4 59.4
Middle Atlantic
New York--=cemccwmmacc—- 72, 54.4 80.5 65.6 62,5 58.2
New Jersey--m----cam—aea- 69.0 55.0 83.7 71.6 63.9 60.3
Pennsylvania=-~===-=ca-- 64.4 49, 72.3 62.4 855,8 854,5
East North Central .
Ohio=-mm=mm e am ————— 78.6 62. 90.6 77.5 84.1 82.0
Indiana-- - 102.4 83.5 2153.0 2137.3 184.9 185.6
Illinois-- ———— 88.4 72.4 293.4 %82.8 353.0 852,2
Michigane-ceeecancacaaaa 86.0 75.5 83.9 84,2 60.1 68.3
Wisconsin-~—emec-mcacnana 62,7 55.4 71.7 70.4 47.4 51.7
West North Central

Minnesota=-~=-~==cmcmea - 69.3 60,6 %85.3 284.3 159,2 165.3
TOWA = cmmmmm e m e 98,2 79.4 96.8 90.2 ,131.9 135.0
Missourism—--= = eocmmaaao 288.0 267.5 82.5 67.5 137.9 129.0
North Dakota-=-=~--=-w-- 57.2 65.0 60.5 80.4 38.0 49,6
South Dakota=-=-~e-m=m-= 82.6 85.3 83.5 101.8 40.0 48.9
Nebraska---—~=-—cemacaean 80.2 68.8 90.1 89.3 83.2 86.9
Kansag===m=--ecuccacacana 80.0 69.2 91,2 85.4 84.6 84.8

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 8, Marriage rates for unmarried men and women aged 15 and over: United States, each reglon,
division, and State or territory, selected census years 1890~1960—Con.

[The unmarried include single, widowed, and divorced persons. For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 population]

1930 1900 1890
Area
Men Women Men Women Men Women
Rate
United States®---- 64,5 67.8 61.3 68.2 59.9 67.4
Region
Northeast-eemeamcencnaaa 52, 51, 53.1 51, 53.9 51,
North Centrale---ceeceaa- 59.8 66.3 58.9 70.8 59.5 74.2
Southemcamuenmcdccccaceaa 82.1 82.8 76.6 80.3 7104 72'8
West mmmmam—ccmcm e — e a— 64, 83.6 40,3 77.2 35.2 87.
Division

New England---ecme-moew- 48,1 42.8 53.1 48,6 156.5 150.4
Middle Atlantic-sm=m=ce-o 54,4 54,1 53.0 52.6 52.9 51.8
East North Central-- - 59.5 65.8 60.8 68.8 62.3 72.1
West North Central -- 60.5 67.2 56.1 74.2 55.4 77.8
South Atlantic----- - 79.3 76.7 172.3 170.4 166.1 62,4
East South Central--c--- 88.2 85.7 278.4 280.2 74.0 74.1
West South Central-----~ 81.2 89.1 281.3 2100.0 78.0 96 .4
Mountain---—=cecommcacan= 89.6 125.7 45,4 94.6 39.0 107.9
Pacifice=m= emmmmcmmeacan- 54,5 68.1 237.1 167.7 32,9 77.8

New England
Maine~—e e mcamccccman e 57.4 58.1 49.9 51.8 ——— -—
New Hampshiree==-e-- -—— 76.0 71.6 59.9 58.5 59.7 55.7
Vermont ~—em=—wmccmmanauan 48,5 52.8 54,4 59.4 55.0 58.6
Masgachusettg-wm—m=ann=x 43.6 36.6 54.3 46,2 56.9 47.9
Rhode Island=---=== m———— 49.1 41,5 56.7 50.7 58.0 49,1
Connecticut-mmmcmcmmceax 47.2 44,9 46.8 45.6 51.3 47.2

Middle Atlantic
New Yorke===e=cmcmcacaax 61, 59.9 55.9 52.9 52,0 48.7
New Jergey==we=e=w- m————— 49,0 48,8 52.1 50.7 71.8 68.6
Pennsylvania~-eeeccamaaw 47.4 47.9 49.9 52.8 48.9 50,9
East North Central ‘
Ohio=~ommem o e 63.7 66.1 59.9 62.3 60,2 62,2
Indlang=e===~scccnomaaeaa 89.2 94,2 74.0 82.9 69.5 77.5
Jllinoig=wmmsmccccanaaua 66.1 70.6 58.7 68,0 62,8 75.0
Michigan--==scemcmmcacaan 41.6 53.3 64,1 77.1 58.8 77.0
Wisconsin—--scw—ccwanaeaa 33.6 39.3 48.5 58.7 61.1 77.2
West North Central

Minnesota-=-~m==«cccnc-- 54,3 62,5 43,8 64.9 44,7 68.8
IoWa -~ cm cmm e cm e e 58.3 62.9 56.5 69.9 56.7 72.8
Missourie-=cecceccmnanaa 69.1 69.1 64.6 75.2 264.6 279,1
North Dakot@e=e=e==weaaa 32,9 46,9 239.4 283.1 238.5 283,1
South Dakotas~e-me=-aacw= 59.0 80.6 46,0 76.6 36.0 71.5
Nebraskae===-esscncnama- 51.3 58.8 52.2 77.6 47.9 83.7
Kansag=—==-mmccmmeunanao 76.4 85.0 64.8 86.1 60.7 88.7

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 8. Marriage rates for unmarried men and women aged 15 and over: United States, each region,
division, and State or territory, selected census years 1890-1960—Con.

[The unmarried include single, widowed, and divorced persons. For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 population]

1960 1950 1940
Area
Men Women Men Women Men Women
South Atlantic Rate
Delawarg-~===-cuam=manne- 59.7 50.6 76.8 66.4 117.6 120,2
Marylande<--=mmecacamon- 137.2 119.7 3195,4 2177.3 142,2 143,6
District of Columbig=--- 289.7 361.9 %99.,5 369.4 874.2 259.1
Virginia--e-m=rcemacmoooo 93.0 86.3 94,2 94.9 136.1 139.5
West Virginige-—c—w—we-- 76.1 63.2 882.4 879.2 31.8 35.0
North Carolina---~=weme- 1,372,8 15363, 2 871,0 364.,7 33,2 31,1
South Carolina---====a=- 163.8 144 .4 8222.6 3188.3 1184.8 1164.7
Georgia-mmammuccmeaano 137.6 109.4 2132,2 3112.4 1103.0 290,0
Floridame--ecmcammccuan- 87.9 73.1 99,2 85.6 130.4 123.2
East South Central
Kentucky—=~=m==m~cmaumax 187.9 178.3 2105.1 2100, 7 1205.9 2209.9
TenNesSee =~=mm —=cmwammax 93.0 73.3 66.8 56.7 184.4 177.2
Alabama-weme-mccm o aaaa 110.8 85.8 79.9 66.6 101.6 91.9
Mississippi-ce-=-monme-- 104.5 87.1 279.4 250.3 134.4 126.6
West South Central
ATkansas—~=====cm=cmceuo 2112,2 293,5 2289.0 3264.8 1181.9 2189.,6
Louisiand=-=-=em=-cmauan 81.2 65.1 1103.8 89,0 91.6 86.5
Oklahoma ~==m == =cmaoans 131.4 109.9 99,3 93,1 111.8 117.0
TERAG mmmm = mmmsm mm e mm 2107.1 291.8 2113.9 2108.8 1104.0 04,4
Montana 84.3 92.8 93,2 128.7 186.3 1129,8
Tdaho =~-- 166.1 175.7 134.7 168.1 111.9 160,6
Wyoming 106.4 119.4 92.5 151.9 68.6 112.9
Colorado=r==m=m=wmmomman 1,397,0 1,385, 3 1,893,2 1,390, 45,9 48.7
New MeXicO===mmccmmmeman 129.8 134.6 314.1 360.2 176.6 206,3
Arizona=e-==—m=cenocmmoo 83.2 81.7 252.7 258.5 330.4 410,0
LI DS 95,8 85.3 8108.4 2108.9 116.5 122.6
Nevada= -—=-am=namcocan—m= 21,883.6 ®2,366.7 32,359.1 83,482,7 1,793.8 3,503.3
Pacific
Washington-e==--me-—=n-- %98,2 297,0 2117.7 $141,9 15289,3 158113,7
OTegon=mmwmm e m———— e 65.0 57.6 69.3 73.7 34.8 41,6
California-==-eomeaccno- 65.6 59.8 65.5 61.6 40.3 43,3
Alaska~m==m-mmoccmomm e 54.3 152.5 ®54.5 €212.5 652.8 6159.7
Hawaii-—=eom=ccemmccnan- 57.2 87.9 ®1.5 €101.2 50,1 €113.7

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 8, Marriage rates for unmarried men and women aged 15 and over: United States, each region,
division, and State or territory, selected census years 1890-1960—Con.

[The unmarried include single, widowed, and divorced persons. For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 population]

1930 1900 1890
Area
Men Women Men Women Men Wonmen
South Atlantic Rate
Delaware=w=ee==mcmcacuex 31.3 34.3 42,7 46.5 35.0 38.0
Maryland -=e= w—emecmcnmn= 102.9 105.0 59.4 56.0 249,6 245.8
District of Columbia-=~= 72,6 56.6 66.4 51.8 37.5 29.0
Virginige—-e=~sccmaeacas 73.1 73.6 62,3 60.5 56.5 52.4
West Virginig---=--cc-=- 79.5 95.4 68.5 84.7 62.3 69.7
North Carolina-e=~==w=w=-- 38.6 36.1 72.9 66.0 266,7 258.4
South Carolina=-e=-=~==w- 127.7 111.1 ——- -——- -——— -—
Georgiammmmemammmaamncan 85,2 76.2 281.6 277.4 278.4 275.3
Florida-w==m=mccmma - 89.7 92.2 278.3 2102.5 281.0 298.0
East South Central
Kentucky-==enececan~caas 96.3 100.2 262.8 267.1 57.2 60.5
Tennessee~==--mm=m=wemna-~ 64.9 61.6 276.8 278.6 275,0 274.6
Alabama--===ccccccm e 88.1 81.8 88.6 86.5 288.9 284.2
Mississippl-=-=-m-ceem-- 109.1 105.8 92,1 93.4 283.1 282.4
West South Central
Arkansag-==-=m==m-mec-a- 112.2 122.0 298.6 2119.5 290,8 2116.5
Louisiana~--=cmmcmecunaxn 77.9 75.4 268.5 2 ;369.2 1267.7 264,.6
Oklahoma~==—mm=mammceaa— 120.0 146.2 2,470,8 7122,7 3527.7 19565.8
TeXaS=mmm== === cm e 58.1 64.5 282.6 2104.0 277.6 2106.8
Mountain
Montana==—==r===cmemcmwm 54.4 95.0 30.5 109.6 27.4 141.5
Idaho~emmmmmmmmcme mc e eas 64.8 101.6 40.4 110.0 230.8 2122.2
Wyoming==~r=m-cemccacaax 43.2 87.1 30.9 128.7 21.7 103.8
Colorado=-~m=emmmmenm—oa 77.8 89.7 52.5 90.6 42,9 116.2
New Mexico 151.7 196.6 46 .4 76.0 45,6 78.2
Arizona-—-=~m-- 113. 169.1 39.3 101.6 22942 103.8
Utah~=moe cmmme cm e 83.9 95.7 271.9 “84.7 l70.0 307.8
Nevada-==--=ccmcmmcmman= 279.4 687.8 54,9 41,3 17.2 58,7
Pacific
Washington-=-w=cemcanane 68.0 95.0 38.1 100.9 34.2 137.6
Oregon == === ceucanmmmaa=— 48.2 63.9 39.5 78.0 39.6 97.7
Californig-~e-=cucecaaa- 51.8 62.3 135.8 157.6 230.2 62,3
Alaskae=w=cmmmmecmccomea - - -— -— - -~
Hawalie-=omancccnnncaan— - - -—- ——— ~—- -———

Rstimated.
2Tncomplete.

3Marriage licenses.

“Including Indian Territory, where the rate was 88.3 for men and 146.8 for women; in Oklahoma
it was 54.3 for men and 98.1 for women.
SRates for Indian Territory not computed as population by marital status not available.

®Not included in totals.

33



0.3

1870

525312286
. .

000000000
0O dAAD

0.4

1880

626514588

000000000
“noon

1890
0.5

NSNS NOY NN -
I
OCO0O0QOOO it

o1

1900
0.7

OO MD = MO

0010001111

and State or territory, selected

1916
1.1

8/4/4.36280

« o e v .

001101122
o o

1930
Rate
1.6

060895598

a e s 0 .

102101222

2.0
20.9
22.0

2.3

1940
2
2

290088515

® e 0 0 0 0 v »
102211343
NN

~oNONWOAH

2.6
25-1.
4
23,2
24.2

years 1870-1967
1950

NONN NN oY
R T S Y S R
NN NN G m
oo NN

1960
2.2
20.9
22.1
27.8
23.4

281912221

1021233/43

1967
2.6
1.1
22.6

[For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 population]

697480717

.
1022233353

1231123

United States, each region, division,

Divorce rates:
Area
2
United States ====-
Region
Division

WeStwaecwuvnnacasncanaan=

North Centralewecescaca-=
Southesenuacrccenccancnan

NortheaSt=eescecscecceanen

Table 9.

West South Centraleeee---
Mountaine-eeeerenmcemencan=

East North Central-wece--
West North Central-eee-w-
South Atlantic---=ecec—m-
East South Centralesweea-

New England-e=vecceeacae-
Middle Atlanticeew===

New England
Middle Atlantic

East North Central

West North Central

Massachusettseearmccmacan
Rhode Island=eceeamaca=ca-
Connecticuteesaccancnuann
New Yorkeecesmccceconcecn-
New Jerseye~we=emcacanmmnn
Pennsylvaniaes=cscececaca
Ohloesccmcncanmenmcccanne
Indiana~eecccrccncceacaan
Illinoigs~=verecececcnaraana-
Michiganeeweecancmncaaan-m
Wisconsin-ewecercmecaceanc

New Hampshireeeweecwacaace-o
Vermontececcccecncnnnen =

Pacifiq--------------.---
Maineeemmemecenccnaemecee

Minnesotarewemcwcaccancaa
Iowaeercmeccnncnncueam———
MissSOoUriemesmcncnencanccn
North Dakotae=we==we
South Dakota-=e=w==«
Nebraska-weemcnaa
Kansaseesesocnacccnacennna

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 9. Divorce rates: United States, each region, division, and State or territory, selected
years 1870-1967-—Con.

[For population bases, see appendix II. Rates per 1,000 population]
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2Excluding nonreporting areas. In 1916 all rates computed excluding nonreporting areas, but
fooggotg usgd only when the nonreporting areas comprised more than 2 percent of popu%ation.
stimated.

sIncomplete.

“4No divorces granted in South Carolina.

SIncluding Indian Territory,where the rate was 0.1 in 1890 and 1.1 in 1900; in Oklahoma it was
0.0 in 1890 and 1.3 in 1900.

®Not included in totals,
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Table 10.

Divorce rates for married women:

United States,

each region, division,

territory, selected census years 1890-1960

and State or

[The population was enumerated as of July 1 in 1890, 1900, and 1930 and as of April 1 in 1940, 1950, and 1960. Rates per 1,000 married women]

=
Area 1960 1950 1940 1930 1900 1890
Rate
United Stateslm=-ee-coccancnas 9.2 10.3 8.8 7.5 4,1 3.0
Region
Northeast-m-===cm-cocmaocenacoomaaa- 13,6 14,4 14,2 3.3 2,1 1.6
North Central--e--=e--amecsccmmacean 18,5 19,6 18,6 8.6 5.1 3.9
T 111.7 13,1 110.6 7.9 4.1 12.8
WESt == mm = m = mm o m e e e emoae 114.4 117.0 15,5 12.8 13,2 17.4
Division
New England--=sme-mecmeccamcncaceooan - 5.2 6.2 5.2 4.9 3.4 2.7
Middle Atlantic--=mm—moceemcacaaa—a- 3.1 12,9 13,8 2.8 1.6 1.1
East North Central--e-s=e--eeceacaaaan 18.9 110.0 18,5 8.9 5.1 3.9
West North Central -=-s-s-ceoccceooac 7.7 18,7 18,7 8.1 4.9 4.0
South Atlantic--===-=m-m-mmcceeaaac- 5. 9.1 110.6 8.4 4.8 2.0 1.3
East South Central-=-=-=e-acacceaa-- 214.0 111.2 13,2 7.6 4.8 3.5
West South Centrale=--=—c—caccammann 213.7 18,2 115.4 11.9 6.8 4.5
Mountain-eweemecmoccacaccaonaan e 18.1 22.9 118.4 14.1 7.3 8.0
PACifiC-—=—m=cm——mocmmmeemcam—ma———— 13.1 15.0 4.4 12.3 8.9 5,9
New England
Maing=mm-m-emmcmcemceaccmemee—m - maea 9.6 9.9 8.2 8.6 5.6 4.2
New Hampshires~--e-ceecccccunmnncaaa- 7.7 8.0 6.6 6.4 5.1 4.9
Vermont--==-mcecmmomcccrerec e mac———— 5.2 7.7 5.5 4.9 3.3 2.3
Massachusetts~emm—c canm e mace naacaaa 4.7 5.8 4.9 4,2 2.4 1.6
Rhode Islande----==--=mc--mcecoo—aea- 4,7 4,7 4.2 5.3 6.1 3.8
ConnecticUt m-meeecmcrcn ccmcmmm e e 4.1 5.4 4.5 3.9 2.6 3.4
Middle Atlantic
New York----- e cmcecscan st ame—m——— 1.8 13,1 3,6 1.8 1.3 0.8
New Jersey=-==~mmcemcoammcmmnccnaunn 3.0 4.3 13,3 3.3 1.3 0.9
Pennsylvania--e-cccccmcnaam cacccaaaa 5.2 4,7 4.5 4.0 2. 1.5
East North Central
9.8 10,7 110.4 9.5 4.4 3.5
1.3 11,5 110.1 10.0 7.2 5.4
8.9 10.2 16,7 9.1 5.2 4.2
8.8 9,9 9.7 9.8 5.2 3.6
Wisconsine s cammemcmccraccnccaaanne- 4,0 5.7 5.1 4.0 3.6 2.8
West North Central
Minnesota=m==cecmccrecccncnmcncnaaan 5.3 5.7 4.9 5.5 3.3 2.3
Towa= === ==== et e ae et - 6.8 8.2 8.1 7.9 5.0 3.6
MiSSOUricme ==m mmmm e cam e cm ;e —— 10,8 11.9 113,2 11.2 5.6 4,6
North Dakotas==-=mesemcmmcammamaacana 4.2 4,2 13,9 23,7 3.9 2.9
South Dakota==e=m=«=cccmnmacmmmman~s 5.1 6.0 5.8 25.3 5.5 3.6
Nebraska-=eee-cmmascmmcccamaecee——-- 6.3 7.6 6.9 5.5 4,2 4,5
Kangage== -=e====memc-ccmmememecn———— 8.9 10,1 8.8 9,8 5.8 4,6

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 10.

Divorce rates for married women:

United States,

each region, division,

territory, selected census years 1890-1960-~Con.

and State or

[The population was enumerated as of July 1 in 1890, 1900, and 1930 and as of April 1 in 1940, 1950, and 1960. Rates per 1,000 married women]

Area 1960 1950 1940 1930 1900 1890
South Atlantic Rate
Delawareeee=ewcccaccaa ———————————————— 6.4 7.8 3.3 4,0 0.7 0.4
Maryland=-ese= ceaeccmccommancnmenwann 6.9 8.6 7.7 5.9 2,5 1.4
District of Columbig=-~== e ammm———— 6.7 8.6 8.6 0.8 4,0 2,0
Virginiameecesccwacaancax ER DL PP 8.0 17.6 9.3 6.9 2.5 1.5
West Virginig--mececccccammnnnucnanx 8.2 8.9 7.3 5.4 3.6 022
North Caroling--cemcccccccacccncccas 5.7 6,7 15,3 2.6 1.5 “0.6
South Caroling-=-=-=-=sc-scocmcmaoea 5.9 14,9 (3) NE (3) @)
GEOYgiBmmmmmmmmmme m e mnm e em———————— 9.8 11.5 16.6 24,1 ,1.6 1.4
Florida-recrcecccancnc e nccceneaa— 15.6 24,9 24,7 11.1 “4,3 4.2
East South Central
Kentucky-=e=a=ammaemcccamaacaanaaaa- 210.6 11.6 19,7 8.0 4.7 23.1
TeNNESSEE =mmmm~emmman am- - - o ——— 10.6 9.7 18.6 9.2 5.3 53.9
Alabamae-=-=-—=ccccaccancacanccccuana 22.9 12,0 7.3 6.2 4,3 23.9
Missigslpple--me-come cmewmcunaan e 10.9 11.8 6.8 6.7 4.7 “3.2
West South Central
Arkansag-=======-cce-cocmmcmacamaa- 212.5 19,0 12.2 10.7 8.1 5.7
Loulgigng-~m=cmcacnemccncccnccnccaaaa 25,6 8.4 16,1 4.3 2.4 1.8
Ok1ahoma==m==m~=mmc—m—————————————— 18.6 124.7 118.4 15.1 6.5 50,1
Texasamm —mcmm e ccame cnccncm e ca e caa 15,2 19,5 18.6 13.5 8.2 5.3
Mountain
Montana-m==ememccn nee cccem e mancnaaa. 12.8 13.7 13,7 12.2 9.7 12.2
Tdaho=memrcasccccccnccnnnccn ccnnacaa 16.4 18.7 14.0 10.9 7.6 3.3
Wyoming==m=wmeommmommoem cmcmecamaa e 16.5 16.3 117.6 13.9 8.7 5.4
Coloradg=mmmmmumreccnmccrancc———. ——- o11.3 113.3 110.8 9.9 7.8 12.3
New MexlCO~=mmmmmaccccccmcccmccanaa— °13.3 17.5 110.9 9.3 4,8 2.5
Arizonaeeesarmcucnancnmncccnncacanana 15.9 23.3 117.8 12.9 7.7 6.3
Utgheamemmcocm cmacne ccc v ccacnccncuna 10.9 12.9 12.5 10.2 05.8 S5
Nevada cmmmmmmmmsom cm e cm . ——— - ean 121.0 220.5 203.4 143,1 27.4 28.8
Pacific
Washington 13.5 18.6 115.3 12.4 10.7 7.6
Oregon== === 13,1 14.9 12,7 12.9 8.5 5.6
California-~ 13.0 14.3 13.6 12.1 8.2 17.3
Alagka-- ————— ——— ——— 17.0 618.4 615,3 ——— -— ——
Hawail--mcemmcccccmcacccmmccccccc -9.8 612.4 614,2 ——— —— ———
lEgtimated,
2Tncomplete.

3No divorces granted in South Carolina.

4Including Indian Territory, where the rate was 6,2; in Oklahoma it was 6,8,
bRates for Indian Territory not computed as population by marital status not available,

8Not included in totals,
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Table 11, Divorce rates: counties containing selected major cities, selected years 1870-1965

[Rates per 1,000 population]

City County and State 1965 | 1960 | 1950 ( 1930 | 1900 | 1890 | 1880 | 1870
Rate

Atlanta--~=e=cmc--= Fulton, Gas-==e-wmemeccccnen 3.1} 3.1 4.8 1.9] 0.5| 0.5] 0.2]| 0.2
Baltimore---------- Baltimore,! Md---=--meecee-- 2.3 2.1 2.6| 1.6| 0.5 0.3! 0.2 0.2
Boston=--—--==ece-u~ Suffolk, Masge=--cco-cunean~ 1.7 1.4} 1.6| 1.1 | 0.6 0.4 0.3] 0.4
Buffalo-~ere-oomoo- Erie, N.Ye--cromommammcccan= 0.7 0.6| 0.9| 0,5 0.3 0.3} 0.2{ 0.2
Chicago------------ Cook, ITllmcommcram e cmcccen 2.6 2.2 | 2,7 2.3} 1.1| 0.8]| 0.9 ===
Cincinnatis--==me--- Hamilton, Ohige--sevcmmmmcan 2,01 2,3 2.4 1.7| 0.8] 0.,6| ===l ===
Cleveland-==wemau-- Cuyahoga, Ohio=-----=c=ccemw 2.6 2.2 3,1 2,9| 1.1} 0.7| 0.9| 0.8
Columbug mescmen=nn-- Franklin, Ohio--=--ceconacm- 3.4| 3.6 4,7 3.4] 1,1 0.9| 0.8| 0.5
Denver-s=====m===== Arapahoe, Colo-===-mccurcnan 4.8 3.5| 4.5 3.4| 1.9 2.6 2.0| 2.1
Des Moinege-=~=m=~-- Polk, ITowa--=me—m——cemenmne 3.5| 3.3| 4.3 4.8| 2.5 1.5 1.0] 0.9
Detroit-~-—=m=—mcene Wayne, Mich-emescccemcrcncan 2.5 2.3} 2,9{ 2.9| 1.1| 0.7 0.6| 0.5
Indianapolis~c-==== Marion, Inde-----eecemccrunx 3.7 3.2| 4.3 3.3 2.3| 1.8] 1.5| 1l.2
Jersey City-- Hudson, N.J-=-=c-ccecemmnen= .01 0.8 ---1 0.8; 0.2| 0,2 0.1 0.1
Kansas City---~ew=~ Jackson, Mo=eswemenmua 2 4,1 5.7 5.3| 2.5 l.4] 0.8| 0.4
Los Angeleg-==wm~nm- Los Angeles, Calif 3| 3.5 4.2 3.6 2.2 1.7 0.9 0.5
Louisville-m=====n= Jefferson, Ky-=-=ccs-ecccmmucn 2| 2.9 3,9 2.6 1.2} 1,0 0.6] 0.5
Memphis--~=--r-ceemn Shelby, Tenne--=-ecceccacucs 50 2.4 2.7 3.1 1.7] 1.0| 0.5| 0.4
Milwaukee-=-~=====-= Milwaukee, Wis-=eecmcocnucaa .6 1.5 1.7 0.6 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.6
Minneapolis~-----=~ Hennepin, Minmn-c----~c-mcue-x .01 2,0 2,2 2,2| 1.2] 0.9 0.7|] 0.5
Nashville=cs-cccew- Davidson, Tenne=-em=-secacacca .6| 3.0} 3.6 3.4 1.4 1.0{ 0.8 0.4
Newark-=-c-ececcman Essex, N.J--cescmcamccmmacna .9{ 1,0 ~--| 0.8| 0.3 0.2| 0.2} 0.2
New Haven and
Waterbury-=--e==--- New Haven, Conmn-~-=~-e=a=-=== 1.4 0.9 1.3 0.9] 0.5} 0.7} 0.7]| 1.1
New Orleanse-==-=--- Orleans, La-----cc--meneecn- 2.4| 1.6 2.9} 0.7 0.5 0.4} 0.2] 0.1

___________ New York, Kings, Queens,
New York { Richmond, and Bromx, N.v2--| 0.4| 0.4 0.7 0.4 0.2| 0.2| 0.2| 0.2
Omaha=-=~~m=sacaaaa Douglas, Nebr-e----mc-cccoaw- 2.6 | 2.5 3.4| 2,5| 1.7 | 0.7| 0.5] 0.5
Paterson----===e--- Passaic, N.J-=--=ccmmcacm—a- 0.8 0.7 ---f 1,14 0.3 0.,2] 0.2] 0.1
Philadelphia-----~=~ Philadelphia, Pa------=c-w-~ 1.4 1.5] 1.5 0.9| 0.4 0.3} 0.2| 0.2
Pittsburgh--=-==a=~- Allegheny, Pasrme-we=roceceen- 1.6 | 1.4 ---{ 1,1| 0,3 0.3| 0.2 0.1
Portlandr=cemma——u-= Multnomah, Oreg------c==m=== 3.7 4.2 4.7 3.3 1,1} 1.6| 1.9} 1.3
Providence-~-~ - | Providence, R,Il~-=e~=cmacee- 1.4 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.2 0.8 1.0 1.0
Richmond---- -- | Henrico, Va3 -~ -| 3.2 3.3| 2,9 2.2 0.7| 0.4 0.2| 0.1
Rochester=-crew—u-- Monroe, N,Y--=-smreccrmmcenn 0.8y 0.7 | 1.5 0.6| 0.3 0,2 0.2] 0.3
Salt Lake City-==--~ Salt Lake, Utah~~-==-cec-cw-- 3.5 3.0! 4.0 3.,1| 1,64 1,2} 2.1 1.8
Seattlesmecmcmcenan King, Washe-e-comcccccnmacnaa 3.7| 3.5 6.8 3.8| 2,7 | 1.4]| =e=]| ===
St. Joseph=--eecaca- Buchanan, Mo-=--cw~cemoecaaax 4,0 3.6 4.0| 3.8 1.2 | 1,1} 0.5| 0.7
St. Louis-==-mmmmm= St. Louis, Motemmecmcccacnun 2,91 2,7 3.5 2.9 0,9} 0.7| 0.6 0.5
St. Paul--cerceean- Ramsey, Minne-e-e--secasccacca 2,1 1.6 2,0 1.9y 0.7} 0.5| 0.4| 0.3
San Francisco=--==-- San Francisco, Calif-we~-~=--- 3.7 3.6 | 4.3 4.3 ===| ===| 1.2 0.6
Syracus@=--ecmemn=n Onondaga, N.Y--=r-ecccccnccan 0.7{ 0.7} 1.,3{ 0.5} 0,3 | 0.3| 0.3]| 0.2
Toledommemmmemmcm e Lucas, Ohlo---c--memmmecoano 3.3| 2.7 | 3.0| 3.1} 1,1} 1.0| 0.7| 0.4
Washington-----cce- District of Columbia--~-c-~- 1.7 1.5 2,1 0.2| 0.6 | 0.3} 0.3] 0.3
Wilmington-~e-o-=-=~ New Castle, Del-cmecceccmccua 1.5 1.7 2.2| 0.9| 0.2 0.1| 0.1} O.,1

2
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includes independent Baltimore city,
Bronx County not included in 1870,
3Tncludes Richmond city, made independent since 1890.

Includes St. Louis city, made independent since 1870.

y
1880, 1890, and 1900.



Table 12, Median duration of marriage prior to divorce: United States, 1867-1967
{Medians computed from data by single years of duration, except for 1948]

Median Median

Year duration Year duration

in years in years
1967 ~==m=momm == mmmmmmmmmamaee 17.1]] 1903 mmmmcmmmmm oo 8.2
1966 == -=m==m=m=mmemcmm— —mm e 1701]} 1902-mmmmmmm cmm e 8.2
1965 === =mmm—mcmmccm e e mm——— e 17+2|| 190Lmmmmm cmm e 8.3
1964 == s mm e e em e e 17041] 1900==mmmmmemmmmcmecmmmc e 8.3
1963 - cmm o cmme e 7.5(] 1899 cmmmmmmmm e e 8.2
1962 o= cmmmammcmm e 17,3]] 1898 == cccmmmcme e 8.1
1961 -wmmmmmmmmmmmmm e ;. 17.1{] 1897 ~mcmcmmmmmmc e 8.0
1960 = mmmcmmem e e e em e 7.2(] 1896 =ccmmcccme e cenmnee 8.0
1959 mmmmcm e m e e e 27.0|| 1895-mmmmmmmmm e memem e 8.1
1958 -~ memm e cme e e e “6.41] 1894 —mmmomccm e 8.1
1957 === mmmmmmmmmmmcmmm oo e e 26.7|| 1893=~-=======mmmmmmmmmcmmeeee 8.2
1956 = === cmcmm—mmmme e e mmm————e 56.5]| 1892 ccma e 8.2
1955 = mmmmme i mmmm e mmm e e 56,41 1891 cmmcmmmeemcmme e ceemeeeae 8.3
1954 = m mmmmmm e e e 96,411 1890~-- e m e 8.2
1953 -ammmm e cam e e aea e 6.1]] 1889 =ccmcmmmm ;e 8.3
1952 -mmom cm e m e mmemm e 2611 1888 menm oo cmmm e 8.1
1951 ~mmcmmmem mmm e e eme e 50011 1887 ~comcccmmmm oo mme e 8.0
1950 -c=mcmmcncc e m e 90+8 ] 1886 ~memmcmcmmmmmm e cmcmeeeaee 7.7
1949 cccccim i e e e e 00.3 1 1885 mmmm e o 7.7
1948 ~mcmmm e e “6.4)] 1884 ~=cmcmmm e mmmea e 8.0
193347 == mmmmmmmm e e e neme ===} 1883 -cmcm e e 7.8
1932-wcmcmcemm e e m e e o 7.1 1882 -cmmcm e 7.9
1931 ememmmm e e m e 71| 1881 -mcmcmcmmmmmm el 7.8
1930 cmcmommm e e e e 6.9 1880-m-ncmmmmm e ememeee e 7.9
1929w -mcmm e mm e me e ene e 6.9]] 1879 mmemm e 7.7
1928~ cmmmcm e memmm e 6.9]] 1878 ccmmmmmmmm e 7.7
1927 —--mmcm e e e 6.8|| 1877 ~-mmmmmmmmmmm e 7.6
1926-=~~—=-cmmmmrmm e 6.6|| 1876 -=-=m=cmemmcmamcem e 7.5
1925mmmmmmmmmme e mmmmmmm e 6.6|| 1875-=mm-mmmmmmmmmm e 7.4
1924 ~=commm e e e e 6.6 1874 cmm-mmmmmm e 7.3
1923 =cmmmmam e cmmem e 6.5[] 1873====cmmmccemmm oo 7.2
1922 cecm e e 6.6]| 1872 -mcmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeemon 6.9
1907 -21l=cermmnmemm e e mnc e e === 187lec e mem e e e 6.7
1906 -=--==-mecmemmemec e ae e 7.9} 1870~mu e mm e e 6.9
1905==-mcwmecm e me e I T 7.1
1904 e mm cmmm e e e em e 8.1} 1868 -~-mcmecu-- rmmmmm— e e 7.3
1867 ~=---—-=emmmcccmmm——cmaeean 7.4

1

2Divorce;registration area,
All reporting States.
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Table 13, Median duration of marriage prilor to divorce: United States and each State or territory, selected

years 1870-1967

[Medians computed from data by single years of duration except as noted]

Area 1967 1960 1950 1906 1900 1890 1870
Median duration in years

United States=-—--w-- 17.1 7.2 15,8 7.9 8.3 8.2 6.9
Alabama=-—=====-=scommmoeaau 6.2 7.3 —— 5.7 7.4 7.9 8.3 5.5
Alagkam=semcmmmcmeccmomomaan 5.8 6.2 -—- ——— — ——— --- ———
ATizZOonasmsremmeee e m—————— -—— — ——— 6.3 6.4 7.5 36.8 (¢
Arkansgs=me=m—memramec—————— -——- - —— 4.8 5.7 6.9 6.4 34.9
Californiam-=em-ecuacaaaan -—- ——- ——— 8.4 10.1 8.9 8.3 8.1 8.6
Colorado-=-c==cccwcamcacaaax - -— -—— 7.0 8.4 9.6 8.7 7.0 (4)
Connecticute-—ccoermmmomono 5,69,6 59.8 69,5 9.6 10,5 10.1 10.4 9.1 6.9
Delaware==e=e-emmemer e ce—am - -——— - -—— 8.8 310.8 (4) 4) 4) 4)
District of Columbia------- —-- o - 9.7 311.3 9.9 39,0 | %10.3 )
Floridawmewmmmrrmmcamcceam e - 57.0 6.0 5.9 7.7 7.8 7.5 8.1 (4)
Georgias —=—ew-mmmsnn e 6.1 6.3 - 6.4 8.8 8.7 8.7 8.6 36.8
Hawaii--c-omcmmomaoan e aan 7.0 6.3 .- ——— —— —— - - -
Tdahossceoccmam oo e 5.3 4.8 4.2 6.6 8.2 8.4 (4) (%) (4)
111inofs=smmccacmcmmamacans 2,57.1 - - 6.9 7.6 8.0 7.9 7.2 6.3
Indiana---crcmmecrcr e cann- —— -—— -— 5.3 6.6 6.8 6.5 6.6 5.6
I0WaA=mmmem mm— e — e ———— 6.3 5.7 4.5 5.5 7.5 8.4 7.6 7.5 7.3
Kansas--mreemmmmancme e e 5.9 5.8 -—— 5.5 7.6 8.2 7.6 7.2 5.1
Kentucky==msamcamcumanmaran --- . ——— 26,6 5.4 6.9 6.9 6.9 7.1 5.8
Louisiana===v==emcrceneaan- —— - ——— 27.2 6.3 7.7 8.6 7.8 36.4 (4)
Maines---w-mcoemmmccceea- - ——- 56.9 6.0 28.4 8.7 9.5 9,7 9.5 8.3 7.6
Marylandee-==emmccmemeeaaan 9.9 9.0 - 29.2 8.6 9.9 10.6 8.6 8.7 38.7
Massachusetts—m~= - 58.2 —— ——— 10.0 0.8 11.5 11.1 11.4 10.8 11.4
Michigan------ - 7.8 - 66.6 27.5 6.9 8.5 9.4 9.2 8.5 7.7
Minnesota-- - - - - 28.3 7.1 8.8 9.2 8.8 9.2 39.3
Mississippi=m=memmmmmmem—aaa 2,57.2( 257.9 5.0 26.0 5.4 7.3 7.6 8.2 7.5 34,8
Missouri~=-—e=e-memecmeanx -- 6.0 -—-| 65,2| 26,0 5.4 6.8 7.3 7.2 6.7 5.6
Montanaee-=-emmme——m—c—a——- 5.5 5.1 - 26.2 6.0 6.8 8.4 7.3 (4) 4)
Nebraskaeweemseeccmmananu - 6.9 6.3 65.7 27.6 5.9 7.7 8.5 8.5 7.6 (4)
Nevada-==-o——ccmocmooncon - -— ——- - 29.1 8.1 9.8 (4) 89.0 87.7 4)
New Hampshiremeeecorcncum== 57.2 - 7.2 29,2 9.2 9.7 9.3 9.7 8.9 8.2
New Jersey--—---mmc=cm—e- - -I- — - 299 0.9 11.2 10.5 9.7 11.6 310.1
New MeXiCO==mmmommmmman—x - - — - 25.8 5.5 6.7 8.61 310.3 4) )
New Yorke---- - -— - ——- 29,3 9.2 10.2 9.7 9.8 9.5 8.5
North Carolina - -—- - ---| 28,2 8.5 8.9 9.6 10.1 | 39,9 (4)
North Dakota-------- - e 57.3 5.7 28.0 7.7 8.8 8.9| 311.5 379.,3 -
[0 T 7.1 _— - 27.3 6.5 8.3 8.4 8.5 8.1 6.9
Oklahomas====s=sncmmammae_a- ——— ——- ——- 25,1 4.5 86.4 86.5 (4) ———— -
Oregon=~=~—memm e memm o 5.9 5.9 4.7 26.5 6.1 8.3 9.0 7.6 8.3 39.0
Pennsylvania-===m-==c—cmae= 9.0 9.2 - 28,5 8.4 9.6 9.5 9.1 8.7 6.9
Rhode Islande=e~emecomeaaaan 8.9 - —— 29,4 7.9 9.1 9.8 8.9 8.6 8.2
South Carolinass-es-mowocns - - ——- O] (9) (9) (%) (9) (9) ()
South Dakotac-cmecmamemaooe 7.0 6.3 4.8 37.9 7.0 8.6 8.9 9.6 | 379.3 ——-
Tennessee 5.8 6.3 4.6 5.9 4.8 6.6 6.7 6.6 6.1 5.2
TeXaS wmmmmommm e m—m - —m— e - —— —— 25.4 4.6 6.8 7.4 7.8 7.0 35.8
Utah-=ww- 5.6 4.7 —_— 25.9 5.9 6.8 8.1 9.4 7.0 (4)
Vermont-- 59.9 — —— 10.0 9.0 10.6 9.5 11.2 9.3 8.7
Virginia 8.8 8.3 8.2 28,4 7.5 8.6 9.1 8.9 8.1 36.5
Washington=scem—couomoo—oo - ——- —— 27.8 6.8 8.2 9.5 7.9 39,3 (1)
West Virginia------------ . ——- — -] 28,0 6.7 7.5 7.9 7.7| 3%8.6 37.4
Wisconsin-memmemommmamuua - 8.1 8.2 -—-| 277 7.3 8.7 8.1 8.2 8.2 5.9
Wyoming=-==em-mmrcmmcrancan 5.5 5.4 4.2 “5.9 6.0 7.4 7.5 4) (4) [€3)

1pivorce-registration area in 1967; all reporting States in 1950,

“Computed from grouped data.
Computed from 50-100 cases.

Less than 50 cases.

5Not in divorce-registration area. Computed from data in State publications.

Computed by subtracting year of marriage from year of decree.

TFor Dakota Territory, which included the area of North Dakota and South Dakota.
8Including Indian Territory, where the median was 6.1 in 1900 and 5.9 in 1906; in Oklahoma it was 7.1 in

1900 and 7.6 in 1906.

9No divorces granted im South Carolina.
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Table 14. Percent distribution of divorces by duration of marriage prior to divorce: United
States, selected years 1870-1967
Duration of marriage 1967 | 1960 | 1950%| 1930 | 1922 | 1906 | 1900 | 1890 | 1880| 1870
Percent distribution
Totgl-=wmemu-cemcaas 100.0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 |100.0 | 100.0 | 100,0 { 100,0 | 100,0| 100.0
Less than 1 year---------- 5.8 6.2 6.1 4.4 4.6
T YeAT-ommmemammmmmmmmemnn 9.1 | 81| 9.7| 7.81 8.6 } 5.41 5.04 5.0) 4.9 5.8
2 yearge-=c-ecemmcmcmcacmna 8.4 8.1 10,2 8.3 | 10,1 7.3 6.6 6.3 6.7 7.5
3 years-==vemccmemcmcamen~ 8.1 7.9 | 10,0 8.5 8.7 8.4 8.0 8.1 7.8 10,7
4 years-==-ecec-cwoccaccaaa 6.9 7.3 9.4 7.9 7.9 8.6 7.9 8.3 9.3 11.0
5 yearg---—=---mcecneaocu-o 6.0 6.4 6.0 7.2 6.8 7.8 7.6 7.6 7.4 9.2
6 years-~=-w-cecomccmmmuo=~ 5.3 5.0 4,6 6.4 5.7 7.5 6.8 7.2 7.5 6.5
7 yearg-e-eecc—mecacmneana 4,7 4,9 4.4 5.6 4.9 5.6 6,3 6.5 7.2 5.6
8 years-=--- et 3.9 4,3 4.4 4.8 4,7 5.4 6.1 5.8 6.4 4.6
9 yearg~~emmmmmcmcmaaman——" 3.4 3.9 3.8 4.7 4,3 4.7 5.2 5.1 5.1 3.9
10-14 years----===w=c-—ca- 14,4 | 17,0 12,5 | 15.8 | 14,9 | 17.0 | 18.3 | 18.5| 20.3 16.4
15-19 years--==~e-mceccea- 10.0 8.9 7.5 8.3 8.6 | 10.1 10,2 | 10.0 8.3 9.5
20-24 yearse--===moc~me-==- 7.1 5.3 5.2 6.0 5.8 6.2
25-29 years--~==-e-me=c=-- 3.9 | 12,0 3.2 2.8 [10.1 3.4 3.3 2.9 9.1 9.2
30 years Or more--—=w==--w- 2,8 3.0 2,2 2.9 2.9 2.5
1Divorce-registration area (22 States).
2Total of 16 reporting States.
Table 15. Divorces and percent distribution by duration of marriage and of separation: United
States, 1887-1906
[Entire 20-year period]
Marriage Marigage Separa- |Marriage Marzgage Separa-
Duration . to separa- tion to |  to separa- tion to
divorce tion divorce |divorce tion divorce
Number Percent distribution
Totalem-memummcmacccrccacaacaanan 945,625 | 945,625 |945,625 100.0 100.0 100.0
1 year or lesS--==---mccmmaclcaccmcnnn 46,639 | 208,149 |273,221 5.2 27.0 35.0
2 yeargemm-memeccmccncomcceomncm e ———— 61,481 76,102 144,131 6.8 9.9 18.5
3 years~=--ece-mccmccucncccncncenceaen 73,052 62,609 |115,521 8.1 8.1 14,8
4 yearg---me-mcscmmccmce e e 73,913 53,078 | 79,556 8.2 6.9 10.2
5 years---=-smcccmemcnonmccccccnmaonan 68,770 45,549 | 49,556 7.6 5.9 6.4
6 yearge=-mcemmccmcacmccme e 62,666 39,319 | 32,842 7.0 5.1 4,2
7 YEAYS -—wmmmem—cmm e e cemem o 56,417 33,916 | 22,024 6.3 4.4 2.8
8 years--weccmmcmcccccccan e e 50,654 30,023 | 15,681 5.6 3.9 2.0
9 years------mecceccmacmcrsccemmane—n- 44,397 25,904 | 10,764 4.9 3.4 1.4
10 years---~m~—m-ceom—mccnenmmcm—an 40,730 24,428 8,295 4,5 3.2 1.1
11 years---~-=-eccmcomommeamenccmn—eo 36,369 20,002 6,399 4.0 2,6 0.8
12 years---~-=-c-mmemmcmmecmmmmce—aao 31,971 17,620 4,777 3.6 2.3 0.6
13 years-=e-wmemccccrcamcccancnacacann 28,260 15,521 3,607 3.1 2,0 0.5
14 years=em-cuccmcmcccncm e ce e 25,077 13,950 2,804 2.8 1.8 0.4
15 years~-=-meccccmmnccecdcen e 22,979 12,597 2,234 2.6 1.6 0.3
16 yearg--=s=-rmmemcanccccomcaacmanananan 20,025 11,027 1,713 2,2 1.4 0.2
17 years----- R e e LT toee 17,901 10,190 1,350 2.0 1.3 0.2
18 years=e=-c-ccmc-camccmmmmcomrem———e 16,018 9,053 1,085 1.8 1.2 0.1
19 years-==-=-cc-emmemccocomeecccne——~ 14,253 8,245 846 1.6 1.1 0.1
20 years=-==-wecmmmccmmccecomsccceemae 13,864 7,851 681 1.5 1.0 0.1
21 years Of MOT@-=---=wm-e—mmenmc-cmna 95,148 45,796 2,935 10.6 5.9 0.4
Not stated---~cecmcemccmecccne e 45,041 | 174,696 165,603 - e cee
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Table 16.

territory, 1887-1906

Median and quartile duration of marriage and of separation: United States and each State and

Marriage to divorce Marriage to separation | Separation to divorce
Area and party

to whom granted First Third | First Third { First Third

quar~ |Median |quar- quar- | Median | quar- quar~- |Median | quar~

tile tile tile tile tile tile

Duration in years

United Stateseesemccc-e- 4.6 8.1 14.0 1.9 4.7 10.1 1.5 2.8 4.7
Total granted to husband-~---- 4,6 8.1 13,9 1.7 4.5 9.8 1.7 3.1 5.0
Total granted to wife----w-cw- 4.6 8.2 14.1 1.9 4.9 10.3 1.3 2.7 4.5
Alabama~-wecssamcnccnonrannaan 4.8 7.8 12.1 1.6 3.8 7.7 2.4 3.6 5.4
Arizona=-eseccecmccmcecacccana. 4.2 7.4 12.5 2.0 4.8 9.5 1.4 2.3 3.8
Arkansas--e--ccsmmcecmmanrccmaan 3.7 6.3 10.5 1.5 3.4 7.2 1.6 2.6 4,1
Californige-=coe—ccmcccacanaa- 4.9 8.9 14.9 2.4 5.9 11.6 1.8 2,7 4.2
Colorado---=-wemcmcmcmmmccacnn 5.1 8.8 14.6 2.2 5.4 10.8 2.0 3.0 4.6
Connecticute-emcmeccmcamananas 6.4 10.3 16.2 2.1 5.3 10.7 4.2 5.0 7.0
Delaware--we=memmcmrecmcce e ——— 6.3 10.4 16.1 2.6 5.9 10,2 2.5 4.5 6.4
District of Columbia~-=-mem--- 6.5 10.3 15.8 2.5 5.7 10.5 2.9 4.2 6.6
Floridac-eme-ccmcocmcnccccnaax 4.5 7.8 13.2 1.7 4.2 8.9 1.8 3.0 5.0
Georgiase-ce=meccmcccmmcancan- 5.5 8.6 13.7 1.5 3.7 8.4 2.8 4.6 6.5
IdahOemmmecwmmcmcacccmcccaoaae 4,7 8.5 14.8 2.1 5.6 11.4 1.6 2.5 3.8
I1linois--s=memececccmaccacana 4.5 7.9 13.7 1.9 4.9 10.4 1.4 2.7 4,2
Indiange---c-ecccmccraccnaan.a- 3.6 6.6 12.6 1.7 4,4 10.1 0.9 1.8 3.3
Indian Territory-~-e-esmeceewe- 3.7 6.0 10.8 1.4 3.3 7.9 1.7 2.6 3.9
e R b 4,2 7.8 14.8 2.0 5.3 11.8 1.1 2.3 3.7
Kansas=--=--=me-cemcmmucaommoo 4.4 8.0 14.7 1.9 5.0 11.3 1.7 2.6 3.9
Kentuckys-=m=-m-ecrecamccccaaax 3.9 6.9 11.9 1.5 3.6 8.1 1.6 2.6 4.4
Louisiana-eececmccmcnnenacnaaa 4.7 8.0 12.9 2.2 4.6 8.7 1.4 2.6 4.9
Maine---cemereccmmccccana e a - 5.4 9.3 15.6 2.5 5.7 11.4 1.9 3.8 5.5
Marylandeeme-ecceccccammamacna- 5.8 9.6 15.1 1.9 4.9 9.9 2.3 4,2 6.4
MassachusettSem-ceecaeccan 7.4 11.4 17.1 2.5 5.8 11.0 4.5 5.7 8.1
Michigan--wm=u= 5.0 2.1 15.8 2.4 6.0 12.3 1.5 2,6 4.4
Minnesota---- 5.1 9.1 15.6 2.2 5.8 11.8 1.5 2.7 4.6
Mississippieec-mceccacacan 4.6 7.5 12.0 1.7 3.8 7.8 2.0 3.4 5.2
Missourismerecercmmmmmcucaaca. 3.9 7.1 12.9 1.8 4.5 9.9 1.3 2.2 3.7
Montana«-e--reececmccnaanaacan 4.2 7.7 12.9 2.1 5.2 10.2 1.3 2.2 3.7
Nebraska--«-ecasceocencccccaan 4.3 8.0 14.6 1.9 5.1 11.5 1.5 2,6 4.0
Nevada---=emenccnmcccmccnnanac 4.5 8.4 14.2 2.3 5.7 10.8 1.4 2,2 3.6
New Hampshire---vmemeccmamaaa- 5.7 9.8 16.0 2.6 6.1 12.0 1.8 3.7 5.3
New Jerseye-emmmeccmecuerenene 6.7 10,7 16.3 2,1 5.4 10.7 3.2 4.6 6.9
New Mexico--=-wcrmmcocracnaaan 4.5 8.5 14,7 2,1 5.0 10.2 1.4 2.5 4,6
New York-e--cemcccomcnmcccccaax 5.8 9.8 15.3 3.1 6.7 12.1 1.4 2.5 4.7
North Carolina--e--=w--- - 5.7 9.5 15.1 1.8 4.5 9.1 2.8 4.3 6.7
North Dakota-=-- 5.1 9.5 15.6 2.3 6.1 11.9 1.6 2.6 4.4
Ohio--emccena 4.7 8.4 14,7 2.0 5.2 11.1 1.4 2.7 4.2
Oklahoma--==c-=e=cocneacao 4.1 7.4 14,3 1.7 4.6 10.9 1.7 2.6 3.9
Oregon===ecmccmmccacnacncnmnaaa 4.8 8.7 15.2 2.4 5.7 11.6 1.5 2.4 3.9
Pemnsylvanige-~-meccccmmcacannna 5.6 9.5 15.4 1.9 5.0 10.5 2.4 3.7 5.8
Rhode Island~---=e-cocamocaaono 5.6 9.6 15.5 2.4 5.7 10.9 2.1 3.5 6.0
South Carolina--==---e—macaeao ) (1) 1) 1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1)
South Dakotae-ee=rcamcnmmcncan 4.8 9.0 15.0 2.3 6.2 12.6 1.5 2.5 3.9
Tennessee=====mmemccamaeaeoa=a 3.9 6.7 11.4 1.5 3.6 7.8 1.5 2.7 4.4
Texagemcemmcmmmcomcrcccnccaca. 4.4 7.2 11.9 1.5 3.6 7.8 1.6 3.2 5.0
Utah-sremnesccmcmmccccccm e e 4.2 8.1 15.0 2.1 5.7 12.2 1.2 2.0 3.5
Vermont -~ 6.1 10.0 16.5 2.7 6.3 12.3 1.8 3.5 5.2
Virginia-- 5.4 9.0 14.5 1.7 4.3 8.9 2.3 4.3 6.6
Washington 4.5 8.6 14.9 2.1 5.4 11,0 1.5 2.5 4.1
West Virginla--e--ceormecmcacno 4.7 7.9 13.3 1.6 4,1 9.2 1.7 3.4 5.1
Wisconsine----mcoccomcanccanaa 4.3 8.3 15.2 1.9 5.4 11.8 1.3 2.2 3.8
Wyoming~==m-cmemccommnancomanan 3.9 7.6 13.5 2.0 5.3 10.8 1.3 2.0 3.1

INo divorces granted in South Carolina.
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Table 17. Percent of divorced couples married in the State where divorce was granted: United
States, each region, division, and State or territory, selected yearxrs 1870-1965
[An asterisk indicates that percentage was not computed when basis was 50 or less]
Area 1965 |1960 |1955 1916 [1900 | 1890 1880 {1870
Percent
United States=acewwmmerccamccaana" 160.9 | 57.5 {255.5 | 71.0 | 77.0| 75.9 ] 79.2 78.6
Region

Northeaste=meemercemrercomccemmcncenaacns ---1 67.6 === 71,0} 75.1| 8&0. 82.9 84.
North Central-=seesmccccmccccaccnccaman= --= 1 61.2 --~ | 69.7 | 75.5| 73.5 | 76.6 75.4
Southerrecncarmcannmmc e s e c -=-~ ] 61.1 --- | 81.9| 8.3 | 88.8 | 90.5 88.6

WeStermmmeumrecarcrn e ccm e e e ———— -~~~ | 45.5 --- | 55.2 | 58.8 | 48.4 | 55.9 50.

Division »
New England=s=eeeccrecccemccccmurcnnmannx -—- - --- | 70.5 | 73.6 | 77.7 | 79.9 82.7
Middle Atlantig-s=cemcmmmmmmreen e e~ -—- ——— -~ | 71.2 | 76.1 | 82.8 | 86.0 86.1
East North Centrale---e-s-eccccmccrcnnonoo -—- -—- --= | 7L.4 |} 79.8 | 80.5 | 80.6 79.0
West North Centrale=-eccrermcceccocccncan- ——— -—- --- | 66,9} 68,7 63.2 | 66.9 63.8
South Atlanticecee=cecummmcommemccnmman= ——— -——- --- | 76.7 | 84.6| 86.5| 86.2 84.0
East South Centrale--e-ceccermmercncnnn- -—— -—= --- | 84.6 | 89.3| 91L.9 | 94.3 93.2
West South Central-~--sc-cccccacocacunn- -—— -— --- | 82.4 | 84,7 86.9 | 87.5 81.9
Mountain-~-wseececamcecmnrcncccnccmmmn—en" -——- -—- --- | 46.3 | 55.7 | 40.3 | 41.8 39.5
Pacificememorccmmc e cic e e -— --- --- | 59.8 | 60.8 | 55.3 | 64.3 54.8
New England
Maine--=cerccmmmrrrrmna e e -——- -—-- --=- | 73.3 | 79.8 | 84,5 | 85.5 89.2
New Hampshire=sesccacerrcacmmeaccanncanc —— --- | 66.2 66.4 | 76.0{ 76.2 74.4 72.5
Vermont=-scecsecmmcecccaceccccanmmannan=— -— -—- -=- | 72,1 | 69.9| 73.5 ] 79.8 86.5
MassachusettSe=--oemrmmecmmcacmccccnnune ——- ——- --= | 70.4 | 74.4 | 75.7 | 78.8 80.2
Rhode Islande=c-cccorcccmcmemam e cemnn 73.8 - --- | 62.5 | 52. 69.6 75.8 80.9
Connecticut=merrecacccncmnumnmmnccannca- -—- === 1 61.1 | 79.4 | 64, * * *
Middle Atlantic

New Yorke-c=-ecemcmocomcmamccmmccnannnen —-- --- -== | 79.5 | 84. 84.8 | 85.8 86.0
New Jersey-===--mcmmcecmcemcecmececaanna —-——- ——— --- | 66.3 | 67.4 | 72.9 | 68.1 70.8

Pemnsylvania=--~e-ccoccacncrcocrnmecana- 65.4 | 62.4 --- | 66.9 | 71. 83. 88.9 88.

East North Central
59.4 ——— -~~~ 1 72.8| 83,7 83.3 ] 85.2 82.9
——- - --- 1 82,6 | 90.3} 89.2 | 84.3 77.7
~——— -— --- 1 68.8 | 71.0 | 73.1 | 76.6 80.2
Michigan 69.5 --- 1 57.2 | 68.6 | 81.5| 81.1 | 79.4 76.4
Wisconsinmsmemmememccmeo e e e e e 62.1 | 59.3 --- 1 66.7 | 80.8 | 80.0 | 76.2 72.4
West North Central
Minmesota==m-mem-meemmce e ae e cm e - -—— ——- --~ | 62,3 | 59.3 | 57.0 | 62.4 55.0
IO0WA= = em e e e mm e —— - ———— 59.8 | 61.0 | 57.0 | 70.2 | 76.6 | 73.9 | 66.6 57.7
Missourimesm=cecmrccemcccmcemmemn e ——e 63.2 -—— --- | 69.5 | 75.6 | 74.2 | 82.9 76.4
North Dakota-=-ee-cecmcmracccaccnacanaan --- === | 50.0 | 45.7 | 39.0 | 14.8 N 4, 4 _
South Dakota=sc----smcccmmccmmccmmn o eae 57.4} 58.1 } 59.1 | 57.7 | 38.0 | 34.5 :

Nebraska-eceeeemccccaacacamemccmcamccaaee 63.0 60.2 —— 65.0 57.2 41.1 41.5 *
Kansas=--e-memcccmmemcmmmeccncecccnuenae | 57.7 | 57.2 --- | 67.8 | 68.4| 59,2 | 55.2 51.3

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 17. Percent of divorced couples married

in the State where

[An asterisk indicates that percentage was not computed when basis was 50 or less]

divorce was granted:
States, each region, division, and State or territory, selected years 1870-1965—~Con.

United

Area 1965 | 1960 1955 1916 | 1900 | 1890 1880 | 1870
South Atlantic Percent
Delawar@-==--=--mc oo e e e e o -—- -—- ---1 82.0 * * * *
Marylande--cecmmommam e 70.6 72.0 ---| 81.5{ 83.4| 86.1| 85.7| 89.0
District of Columbia------mcwmmcmaaaaa. - ——- -—- *! 57.1] 69.2| 51.7 *
Virginig-e-seoccmmmm e 55.5| 57.0| 55.9) 67.8| 86.3| 87.41 92.7| 93.5
West Virginia~---c---ecamemmnnomaacacaax -—- -—- --=-1 67.91 77.8{ 77.9| 71.7| 54.4
North Caroling--=se-—mccmccm oo -—- -—- ---| 88.5 94.8| 97.2) 97.3 *
South Carolina--=----eemcemoceccmcaeaaa --- - ——- (3) (3) (3) (3) *
GeOrglacmmmmmm e e e e 69.41 74.6| 77.1| 88.3| 94.3| 96.0| 94,2} 96.0
Florida-=-cemme o m o - -—— ---| 71.6| 85.3| 8l1.6| 84.7| 80.8
East South Central
Kentucky---cmcmcmmcmmcccnm e e eem -—- - ---| 76.2| 85.0| 87.2 90.2 ] 91.3
Tennessee-=-ccemmmcomccrcccmmc e —nm——— 50.6| 42.4f 37.2| 87.1| 87.8] 89.1f{ 94.8] 95.9
Alabama-==c-=-mcmcmeccc e mccce e - 64.01 57.2) 49.7| 85.7| 92.6| 96.1| 96.1| 93.3
Mississipple—-crmemcm e aicecaaa —— - ---| 93,1} 93.8f 96.6} 97. 91.1
West South Central
Arkansas------ --- -— ---1 85.7| 86.9| 82.0| 86.9] 82.2
Louisiana -——— -—— -—— 90.2 94.3 97.0 95.7 *
Oklahomae--=-mcmemmmcccc e e e ——— -— ---{ 60.6| %46.2 * e cen
H = E R L EE L L LT - - ---| 89.4| 90.5| 88.3| 86.5 78.6
Mountain
Montana---wememceccmmmccmmcen e e ccmee e 58.9| 68.0| 68.7| 45.7| 52.6| 44.1 * *
Idaho==cccmmmcmmm e e 49.41 51.1| 45.3] 41.2| 50.0 * * *
Wyoming ---~=r-ccmcm e m e —— 48.8| 42.3 ~-=-1 38.2| 41.7 * * *
Coloradom-mmemmmm e —— -— -— ---] 52.6| 54.5| 32.3} 32.4 *
New MeXicOow-ceommmmm e eeem -——- - ---1 46.21 62.5| 59.4 * *
Arizona -—- ——- -=-«| 50.5| 46.8] 35.2 * *
Utah === == oo oo e o e o 46.7| 47.6| ---| 71.9| 74.2{ 67.6| 72.1 *
Nevada —— -— -—=| 14.4 *| 69.8| 41.0 *
Washington - ——- ---1 53.4| 40.7| 29.7| 42.9 *
Oregon 39.8}1 35.8 --~-| 53.,9| 60.9| 57.3] 64.2| 66,1
California - - --=1 66.2 72.1| 64.8| 66.4| 53.3
Alaska 47.9 44.7 . e . . .o e
Hawadii 63.2 70.1 . .. ‘e AN . ‘e

Ipivorce-registration area (22 States).
Total of 12 reporting States.
No divorces granted in South Carolina.

Including Indian Territory, where the percentage was 55.8;
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Table 18. Mean number of children per divorce with children reported: United States,

selected years 1867-1967

Mean Mean
nﬁmggr of number of
children children

Year per qigorce Year per divorce
Wi with
children children

12,181 1901~ m e mmmm oo 1.87
12-19 1900 --=cmmcmmcam e tem e e e 1.87
12¢16 1] 1899 mmmmmmmmmcc e e 1.86
12,18 ] 1898 ~mmmm e e e - 1.87
12:16[1 1897 ccmcmcmm e el 1.88
1214 1 1896 ~—ccmme e e 1.85
;206 1.89
;2.08 1.89
;2.00 1.88
5L.96 1.88
21.95 1,92
91.93 1.90
gl.92 1.91
51.88 1.90
21.86 1.91
01.82 2.10
21.81 2.08
1.76 2,08

-——- 2.09
1.74 2.10
1.76 2.06
1.78 2.06
1.79 2.03
1.78 2.07
1.77 2.06
1.80 2.05
1.80 2.05
1.82 2.05
1.84 2.07
1.84 2.02

_—— 2,10
1.84 2.10
1.85 2,04
1.87 2.05
}-gg 2.10

;Divorce-registration area,
All reporting States.
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Table 19, Mean number of children per divorce with children reported: United States, each region,
division, and State or territory, selected years 1870-1967

Area 1967 1960 1952 1930 1922 1900 1890 1880 1870
Mean number of children
United States---= 12,18 2,08 21,82 1.78 1.84 1.87 1.90 2,06 2,10
Region
Northeaste=--ecceannu=-- -— 2,03 -——- 1.70 1.76 1.65 1.70 -— -
North Centrale-==-~-a-- -— 2.16 —— 1.81 1,87 1.86 1,92 ——— -—-
South=~=cmmcmmccmmmacan -— 2.04 - 1.79 1.89 2,00 2,01 - -
West —m=emmemmcmcmmemaa —— 2,04 —— 1.73 1.78 1.96 1.95 _— ——
Division

New England=--===m-emua- -—- -— - 1.79 L.75 1.61 1.67 - —_—
Middle Atlantic—m-w-w-- -——- - -—— 1.65 1.76 1.67 1.72 ——— ——
East North Central----- -—- -—- -——— 1.79 1.87 1.81 1,89 -—- -—-
West North Central----- ——— -—— ——— 1.86 1.89 1.95 1.98 -——- -
South Atlantic---===-a- —— - -— 1.84 1.90 2.0L 1.97 -— -
East South Centrale=--- -— --- -——- 1.81 1.85 1,99 2,03 .- -—-
West South Centrale---- -——- -—- -—— 1.75 1,89 2,01 2.00 ——— ——
Mountain---«c=-cececama- - - - 1.84 1.85 2.00 1.91 -— ——-
Pacific-—-emwmemocaanaaa - -— ——— 1.68 1.75 1.93 1.99 ——— -———

New England
Maine-=wemcmmmcmcaee e -— 32.16 1.98 1.84 1.85 1.68 1.70 2,00 2,17
New Hampshire--~=-e-m-- -——— 32.17 1.99 1.98 1.85 1.67 1,63 1.64 1.73
Vermont »==—=cenacmcamcna EE 2.30 2,17 1.94 1,80 1.77 1.77 1.38 41,80
Massachusettse==~=c-ama- -—— --- -—- 1.75 1.69 1.52 1.65 1.53 1.66
Rhode Island=«---=ma=-- 2,10 e -~ 1,79 1,72 1.51 1.82 1.49 1.45
Connecticut=e=m=-mcuaeu= -—- 2,01 1,80 1.76 1.75 1.60 1.61 1.60 1.83

Middle Atlantic
New Yorke---ecocccnacaa- -—- - -——- 1,60 1,72 1.67 1.81 1,91 2,03
New Jersey=---w--cwmec= -—- ——— —— 1.60 1.61 1.48 1.56 2.06 42,02
Pennsylvania-=---~=a=a- 2,11 1.83 -—— 1.70 1.84 1.72 1.70 1.85 2.10
East North Central
Ohilo~~--vmmcummncccaa e 2.24 32.11 1.87 1.79 1.80 1.78 1.96 2.26 2,36
Indiana-=~==-cmceeccaau=a - - —- 1.78 1.76 1.82 1,84 1.94 1,99
Illinols-=wc=me=cummaaa ——- -— - 1.67 1.77 1.81 1.91 1,98 2,02
Michigan----==wcec=-- 2.31 32.10 1.86 1.91 2,06 1.69 1.69 2,18 2,36
Wisconsin 2,42 2.10 —_— 1.93 2,12 2.06 2.14 45 2,37
West North Central

Minnesotasm-=s==om=cmux - - ---| 1,96 | 1,97 2.03 2,0L| 2,13 42,25
Iowa-cmeccmmccmcccacaan 2,27 2,20 1.93 1.90 41.62 2,01 1.99 2,20 2,26
Missouri-rececmmccaaaaa 2,10 32.00 1,77 1,69 1.72 1.84 1.83 1.85 1.63
North Dakotg=-===-===-= -== | %2.31| 2,02| 2,05| 2.16| 1.86 1.95 } 4y o -
South Dakota----=-=a--- 2.33 2,38 2.06 2,28 2,44 2,08 2,00 : 4 -
Nebraskae=eemmreaccnana 2,33 2,04 1,91 1,91 2,02 1.79 2,14 2,17 2,13
Kansas~-==memccecacacaaa 2.28 2,21 2,00 1,85 1.88 2,03 2.08 2.05 1,71

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 19. Mean number of children per divorce with children reported: United States, each region,
division, and State or territory, selected years 1870-1967 —Con.

Area 1967 1960 1952 1930 1922 1900 1890 1880 1870
South Atlantic Mean number of children
Delayare-mmmmmmmmemmmmn | eoe | == | -==] 1.65| 1.56] %222 f2.75] “2.75] 3.00
Maryland-=-=--=comaa-u= 2.03 1,98 -—- 1.91 1.90 1.92 1.821 ,1.94 2.03
District of Columbia--- - -— -] 41,67 1.81 1.64 41,66 2.23 42.29
Virginia-===e=c-mmmmua= 2.02 1.85 1.75 1.96 1,93 2,01 1.86 1.91 41.67
West Virginia----w=m=-- -—- ——- - 1.88 2,02 2.25 1,96 | %2.35 42.39
North Carolina--===-==- -—- - - 1.84 1.90 2,26 2.16 | %2.58 1.60
South Carolina-- - - —— —~—— (5) (5) %) (5) (5) Pl
Georgia—~e=w=m== - 2,05 1,95 1.74 1.72 1.81 2,12 2,27 2,20 42.07
Florida=e-wemcaax - ~—- | 31,94 1.67 1.70 1,90 1.84 2,00 42,05 2,50
East South Central
Kentuckye==cammmmmn=am- - - - 1,81 1.76 1.99 2,05 2,28 2.22
TeNnessee == —mm=n == ~mm = 2.06 2,04 1,90 1.81 1.84 1,99 1.99 2.12 2,18
Alabamac= === —m=—ean = 2.09 1.91 1.74 1.70 1,99 1.84 2.07 2.62 4209
Mississippl~=======m=-= -1 32,03 1.92 1.89 2,00 2.18 2.18 2,12 41,86

West South Central

ArKansas ~—===mm=am====- - - — 1.75 1.97 1.93 1.86 1.90 41,78
Louisiana~e=csmemana=ana -— - - 1.68 2,06 2,28 2,54 42,22 41,67
Oklahoma=r==—==mo=—==== —- ——- - 1.85 1.97| 61,93 %61,70 - -
TEXAG === === mmm = mmm—m e m -— —- . .68 1.78 2,03 1.99 1.95 42,33
Mountain
Montana-=e==-eme==aa=on= 2,27 2,24 1.88 1.92 1.93 2,00 1.82| 42,79 42,11
Tdahoemmmm=m = —=———-——— 2,12 2,11 1.86 1.95 2,02 2,23 2.19 22.73 41,67
Wyomingmr====mmu=n-mmomae-- 2,15 2,04 1.95 1,98 1,93 1.95 42,09 2,20 43 00
Colorado=m-====—==-==== .- - -——- 1.85 1.79 1.89 1.86 2,00 2.00
New Mexico===-c-cemmna= - -—- - 1.84 1,88 1,98 42,03 | 42,33 -
Arizonar=—===mmmomec-- _— -—— —- 1.8 | 1,76 2,00 41,681 42,14 -—-
Utghmm==mresamcemacae—— 2,40 2,12 -—— 1.99 1.87 2,17 2.13| ,L.13 43,00
Nevada-~mma—m=cmccemu=- - ——- — 1.63 1,70 | 41,68 41,71 1.86 4263
Pacific
Washington=—e—===-==u-= - - -] 1.76 1,80} 1.91 1.97] %2.76 43 40
Oregon-==-==cm===nc==n- 2,21 2,00 1.81 1.73 1.79 2,00 1.90 2.51 42,79
Californig-=-—=~==uem=- -— -—— —-—- 1.65 1.72 1.92 2,02 2,53 2.39
Alagkgm—=- a—=mcon—maan- 2,17 2,17 | 72,21 ——- - - - - -
Hawali--mmmeaenacamemn- 2,39 2.58 | 72,35 ——- - - = — -—

lpivorce-registration area.

2511 reporting States.

3Not im divorce-registration area. Computed from data in State publications.

41ess than 50 divorced couples with children.

gNo divorces granted in South Carolina.

Tncluding Indian Territory, where the mean was 1,70 iIn both 1890 and 1900; in Oklahoma it was

2,08 in 1900 and no divorces were granted in 1890.

TNot included in total.
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Table 20. Divorces and percent distribution by legal grounds:

1867-1965

[For coding rules, see appendix II}

United States,

selected years

Legal grounds 19651 19602 19508 1930 1916 1887-1906 | 1867-1886
Number

All grounds------- 164,942 94,074 | 100,997 | 191,591 [ 112,036 945,625 328,716
Adultery---=-m-—=-=-n-mu-o 2,244 1,561 1,717 15,992 12,486 173,709 78,260
Bigamy and fraud-------- 822 €)) 466 337 4) 1,560 1,579
Conviction of crime=---- 803 4) 522 1,422 ) 8,699 2,882
Cruelty=e--c-mmmcccmon-n 66,666 54,130 57,258 81,921 30,752 196,054 51,890
Desertion or abandon-

MENE = —m—mmmm e e m e 22,028 24,943 23,748 59,068 39,990 400,581 140,230
Drunkenness=--=--cam~e-—- 509 (1) 2,520 4,633 3,652 53,087 24,915
Incompatibility=-~--==-= 1,166 711 10 293 *) 383 1,655
Indignities=-=mmeccmceun 24,812 (5) 9,852 €] (5) 10,946 (5)
Neglect or nonsupport--- 28,782 4,986 2,140 23,489 5,146 76,589 14,770
Separation or absence--- 5,655 540 213 851 (%) 577 37
Other groundse------====- 6,541 2,270 1,082 677 | 716,676 3,465 2,005
Not stated~-~-ce—ememeemna 4,914 4,933 1,469 2,908 3,334 19,975 10,493

1Total of 22 reporting States.
2Total of 18 reporting States.
3Total of 20 reporting States.
*{ncluded with "other grounds."
5Decrees granted for indignities included with decrees granted for cruelty.
Decrees granted for separation or absence included with decrees granted for desertion or aban-

donment.

"Including 9,332 decrees granted for combinations of listed grounds—8.3 percent of the total.
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Table 20. Divorces

and percent distribution by 1legal grounds:
1867-1965—~Con.

[For coding rules, see appendix II]

United States,

selected years

Legal grounds 19651 19602 19502 1930 1916 1887~1906 |1867-1886
Percent distribution

All grounds=-~---- 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Adultery--ec=rmmccmneaon 1.4 1.8 1.7 8.5 11.5 18.8 24.6
Bigamy and fraud-----e-- 0.5 ) 0.5 0.2 4) 0.2 0.5
Conviction of crime----- 0.5 €D} 0.5 0.8 (+) 0.9 0.9
Cruelty-ceemcemacmcrcenn 41.7 60.7 57.5 43.4 28.3 21.2 16.3
Desertion or abandon=-

MENLmmrme— e - ————— 13.8 28.0 23.9 31.3 36.8 43.3 44.1
Drunkenness ——==m=mm=ca-- 0.3 (+) 2.5 2.5 3.4 5.7 7.8
Incompatibility==~=-=m=m- 0.7 0.8 0.0 1.6 ) 0.0 0.5
Indignities-==-mamemacnc- 15.5 (%) 9.9 (+) () 1.2 (3)
Neglect or nonsupport--- 18.0 5.6 2.2 12.4 4.7 8.3 4.6
Separation or absence--- 3.5 0.6 0.2 0.5 ) 0.1 0.0
Other grounds=--eecccce-- 4.1 2.5 1.1 0.4 715.3 0.4 0.6
Not stated----e-eemcaua- .. e oo .o “es
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Table 21, Percent of divorces granted to wife:
or territory, selected years 1870-1965

United States, each region,

division, and State

Area 1965 1960 1950 1939 1930 | 1916 | 1900 1890 1880 | 1870
Percent
1,2 1,3 2.3 2,3
United States--- 73.0 71..3 72,2 72.7 (72,31 68.9]| 66.6]| 65.3]65.0{. 65,4
Regilon
Northeast«~-=======-ax - - -—- --=171.3169.0] 69,0 68.0} 68.3{ 65,9
North Central=--====m== -—- -—- -~ -~ |74,9172.5] 7L.8| 70.5)]68.5]| 67,6
Southerm=ccmascarncae e —_— - -—- --- 168.3]|62,0{ 55.7| 53.0{50.7| 54,1
West mmvmmam e e a e m -— -— - -— | 74. 72,8 73.4| 69.1| 75.1| 74,8
Division
New England----=-c==n= -—- --= -—- --- 74,2 172,3| 71,8 69.1| 72,1 68.9
Middle Atlantic---=w-- - -—- -— ---169,8 [ 67,0 66,8 67.2| 63.6 62,3
East North Central---- -— -—— -—- ---|74.6 | 72,6 73.3 72,2 69.5| 69,0
West North Central---- ——— —— _— ---|75.4 172.4| 69.3| 67,7|66,0| 62,8
South Atlantic-----==- -—— -—- -m -~ 166,4 61,9 | 53.8} 50.1|47.6 | 53,6
East South Central---- ~— —_— = --- 168,44 161.8| 54,0 51,9(51,0( 55,6
West South Central---- -—- -—- - ---169.1 |62, 1| 57.9} 54.61 52,4 | 50.7
Mountain---=w== oo~ —-——- —— .- --~170.9170.5| 72.1] 69.5| 71.4 | 73.0
Pacific--ccccmamcmcuaa ——— -— -—— ---176.4|74.0 74,2 70.0( 77.3 75.6
New England
Maine~~m comccam amcmana -— -——- 74,9 --- {73.8 |73.5{ 74.0| 70.8| 72,5 | 68.3
New Hampshire--------- -— -——- 75.6 --~ (72,1 | 65.9 70.2| 62.0| 65,6 | 66.3
Vermont ~w==cmecmam —ae- —— - 71.2 --= | 73,6 | 75,7 69.0 72,21 63,0 70,1
Massachusetts-=~a=-=a- - -—— 77.9 -——- | 74,4 } 71,5 70.3 66,4 | 70,8 67.8
Rhode Island-----==-=- 80.3 -—— -—— ~~= (79,7 [82.3 77.3 77.11 78.1 79.7
Connecticut-cem=ccmma~ -— - 76.1 --=172,2170,2 69.1 71,3 | 79.5 65,5
Middle Atlantic
New Yorkem—m=cm-eca-aaa - ——- -—— ---|74.6 [66.3 | 66,2 66,1|60.8| 60,1
New Jersey-—-—-=mea=-m- - -——- —— --- [67,0 [65.8 | 62,9| 68.9!65.,9 | 61.8
Pennsylvania--ce-=-=-- %68.2 65.1 —-—— --~ 167,9 | 67,7 ) 68.0| 67.6|65.8} 65.0
East North Central
Ohi0===mmmomcmmcmm e m 374.3 ——- - - |74.7 {716 | 73.2| 73.0|69.9| 72.7
Indiana---=-- - - -—- - -== 173,7 {70.3 | 73.8| 7L.9]72.9| 67.4
Illinois--- - P -~ ——— --= 76,8 |75.6 | 73.2| 72.0|67.9 | 68.4
Michigan---====w-=- .- 75.1 - 75.1 72.2 70,8 | 69.9 73.4 | 72.2(68.0 | 67.9
Wisconsine---=---we---- 79.7 78.6 - 79.8 {80.0 }77.3 | 72.7} 72.0|69.5| 68.4
West North Central
Minnesota--====ccmu- - P -— ——- --- 76,1 173.8 | 69.9 71.4 |1 66.7 | 63,9
Jowa--e-memmcm e ace s 378.5 77.0 70.3 78.1 [77.7 |76.7 76.5 73.2 | 68.7 62,3
Missouri------=cmmec-o 77.3 -—— 74,9 --- [73.7 [68.5 64.4 63.5|62.5 60,1
North Dakota--w=-=—=-=- -—- -—- 73.9 -—- | 74,0 |67.5 | 60.4] 61,5 | =~~~ -
South Dakotar=-m=cw=aa 80,5 7.7 73.6 75.0 (74.3 [65.0 | 58.9 | 62,5 ]| 55.6 ——
Nebraska=e=~=ecccmcw-- t78.4 478.3 76.8 378.9 |77.1|79.8 72,2 68.9 | 69,2 (5)
Kansagewwmm=-=-mom-oum- 377.8 378.5 -—- --- |75.8 |72.2| 71.4]| 68.2]67.2| 70.9

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 21, Percent of divorces granted to wife:
or territory, selected years 1870-1965-~Con.

United States, each region,

division, and State

Area 1965 1960 1950 1939 1930 | 1916 | 1900 |1890 | 1880 }1870
South Atlantic Percent
Delaware-seereecaeann= _-— - 67.5 66.4 | 63.5]| 61,0 @ ®) ) ®)
Maryland~--cemcmmmceme 60.0 67.0 - 71.1 | 68.8 [ 64.3 | 65.5 | 59.1{ 50.0 | 64.3
District of Columbia-- - ——— — -—-166.7] 70.0 | 75.0] 78.8 (5)
Virginias---eec—- - 64.5 66.2 65.2 66.4 | 65.3 | 58.9 ; 46.8 | 43,8 }47.0 | 37.1
West Virginia-=- - - -— -—— --- [66.0165.8 | 52.5 | 48.2|48.3 | 53,8
North Carolina-- - —- - ——— --- 62,2 |50.4 | 42.8 | 40.5] 29.8 )
South Carolina-~====w== g === g === ——— (6) (6) (6) (6) (6) (6) (5)
Georgia==cemmmmmmcnana 69.0 65.9 ——— -~- |68.4]68.1 | 59.2 | 51.5|48.6 | 60.2
Florida--ese-mcreeaca — - 67.0 369.3 | 67.0| 61.7 | 49.0 | 48.3 | 38.9 | 33.3
East South Central
Kentucky=me==ceamcouan . ——— g o= --=[70.7]68.0 | 57.8 | 58.7]| 54. 59,2
Tennessee-rmencmcmnneme 77.1 76.6 76.2 ===~ 173,31 69.3 67.8 62.1] 61.0 61.6
Alabama-ea-mremcremn- 373,1 370.3 - --= 166.3]53.7 | 42.5| 39.0]35.0 | 50.9
Mississippie-mecmcmmn-m - -— 461.3 64.2 | 59.2 | 50,7 | 39.6 | 43.1]41.7 | 25.9
West South Central
Arkansas-=w-eecmemee= -- — ——— --=161.9]55.7 | 51.7 | 52.1| 51.3 | 42.5
Louisiana~e---eeccmen- - S - g === 167.3159.2 | 51.8 | 44.0] 56.9 (5
Oklahoma~=e=m=eee c———— ——— —— - °75.8 | 74.1 | 67.8 | 762,8 | (5,7) | === ~—-
Texas _____ - - n - - - - -~ - - 68.9 62.9 60.3 58-1 52.4 54-0
Mountain

Montana--es===emewmm=n | 374.2 | 374.0 |  73.7 -=|73.3]71.0 | 75.3| 69.4] ® | @
Idahoec--emeceranaraan 72.9 74.2 73.5 - | 74.1]68.3{ 66.7 (5) (3) (5)
Wyoming-e-==-eareavea= 75.1 70.3 71.0 - |71.8}67.6 | 63.9 (5) (5) (5)
Colorado=mmreemm—memn-= —— ——— ——- m~~ | 74.5]| 74.6 | 72.7 | 67.6] 65,2 (5)
New MexicOmmemacaeumnn _— ——— -— -~- |66.6 | 63.5 | 63.4 | 59.7| ¢35 (5)
Arizona-e-=eeeremmm——- I ——— ——— --- | 68.4 | 67.5 | 62.0 | 70.91 (5 (8)
Utaheeeemmemcmacacancn 82.5 82.3 —— ~-~{79.8181.0| 85.0| 79.6| 73.9 | 80.5
Nevadams=sceecmcacamn- — — ——— == | 64,1 | 61,0 (5) 72.7 | 82.8 (5)

Pacific
Washington=e-——== ———am ——- ——— - ---|75.8175.2 | 71.8 | 62.2]67.7 (5)
Oregon=-~=—cecmmacu-=- 70.1 76.7 76.3 --=|72.0|71.6 | 67.9 | 71.5] 77.6 | 71.9
California-ere-eecmaa- - —— —~— == |77.4 | 76.2 | 78.0 | 72.7| 78.2 | 76.8
Alagka-=remrmcecamasas 362.6 64.5 ——- ——— | e | e -——- —— aea -
Hawaii<eceranacecaean- 366.6 369.2 ——— SR [ _— — m—- -

lpivorce~registration area.

2A11 reporting States.

3Decrees granted to both husband and wife and to other persons

Percent of cases with wives as plaintiffs.

Less than 50 decrees,

7No divorces granted in South Carolina.
Including Indian Territory, where the 1900 percentage was 64.4; it was 61.5 in Oklahoma,

excluded from denominator.
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Table 22, Median and quartile duration of marriage prior to divorce, by party to whom
decree granted: United States, selected years 1870-1965

Year and party to whom decree granted

First quartile

Median

Third quartile

1965
Husbandeemeecneercacnnccacncncccnaecncnacnnea
Wifermommencacnacnnanna mEEme e .- -

1960
Husbandeeseececcencncecccnnenccnnacccaceccana
Wifewmemnecnnmmcacencceccccccccnacacmcanana

1930
Husband~eeececaccaccaa B - B rapa
Wifemmeccacanneccancanncccacencnccnccncaeaa

1900
Husbandeeecwcencwuecncwncnccnnacnnennncesnmn
Wifemwoecnnanccannnua LT T T Y Y

1890
Husbanderesmmercaecea g
Wifercnmmumunmenasacnacnranan —mmEe .- -

1880
Hushbandeeeeencewcncncmcaccccacccacmccnccnaenn
Wifeecaamumamemureaenacaae -

1870
Husband~=eceecceccmmucncncancccccccncnancecaas -
Wifemauaaw cmem--- emm .- e n .-

Duration o

3.2
3.2

f marriage

7.8
7.4

6.5
7.1

in years

14.1
13.9

13.8
13.8

12.4
12,9

12,2
12.7

1
Divorce~registration area,
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Table 23. Median age of brides and grooms: United States, each region, division, and State, se-
lected years 1940-67

1967 1960 1955 1950 1940
Area
Bride | Groom | Bride | Groom| Bride | Groom Bride Groom Bride! | Groom!
Age in years
United States-- | 222.11 %24.0| 22.0 | 24.4| *21.3| %24.4 222.7 225,09 | %23.2| %26.1
REGION
Northeast---=-=-=--- 22.6 | 24.2| 22.6 | 2 - - -—- -—- } 9 2
North Central-------- 2210 | 2319 | 218 | 24.1| ---| --- - - |f 23.5 | "26.4
South--eeecmcammanaan 221.6 ©23.8 | 21.5 | 24.2 -—- -—- —~= -— 22,3} =25.3
Westammmmmccmmccm e ee 222,11 224.1| 22.5 . -— -—- -—= ——— 223.0| 226.1
DIVISION
New England
Maine---wecemc e 21.3| 23. 20.9 | 23.8) 21.3| 24.0 21.9 24.4 22.6 25.3
New Hampshire--=----- 22.6 | 24.5| 22,0 | 24.,4| 23,1 25.8 23.5 26.1 23.3 25.9
Vermont --—==m=mae-eu 21,51 23,6 | 21,0 | 24.0| 21.9| 24.3 22,1 24.6 22.9 25.7
Massachusettg-—-~===- 22.5 24,1 -—- -—— -—- - 23.5 25.7 24,1 26.9
Rhode Island--------- 22.6 23.9 22,4 24,7 —— -—— - -— 23.9 26.5
Connecticut—m—cwmacau 23,0 24.6 23.1 25.9 23.7 26.5 24.0 26.8 23.9 26.7
Middle Atlantic

New York---=--=-=-=-- 22,7 | 24.5 | *22.1 | *24.5| *22.4 | *24.7 422.9 5.0 23.9| 27.2
New Jersey--mmeme=mem 22,7 | 24,4 22.8 | 25.0 -— fm— 23.8 526.4 23.8 26.9
Pennsylvania--~--=--- 22.3 | 23.8 | 22.4 | 24.3 -— -— -— -—- 23.4 25.8

East North Central
Ohio=m-mm mmcmmc e 22,3 | 24.0| 22,5 | 24.3| 22.6 | 24.8 - -—— -— -—
Indiang=-=-==cecemacaq 21.6 23,7 -— -— - -— - - ——— ———
Illinois--=-wecemea-- 22,6 | 24.7 -— -—- - - -—- - -— -
Michigan---=-c-weana- 21.6 23.6 | 21.6 | 24.1| 22.0{ 24.4 22,4 24,5 22,8 25,5
Wisconsin----=-cece=-o 21.9 23,5 | 21.3 | 23.8 -——- -—- -—- -— 23.1 26.1

West North Central
Minnesota-c-~-mc—wcuea 22.0 23.7 -—— ~—- ——— -——— -—— -—- ——— -—-
ToWA-~—mmmmm—c e e m—— 21.34¢ 23.1 | 21.0 | 23.5( 21.4 | 24.0 21,7 24,2 22,7 25.1
i 22,0 24.0 -—- -—=| 522,6 | %25,1 23.0 25.5 - ———
North Dakota-=-ae---= [ 21.4 | 23.4 - -——- - - 20.9 24,2 - ——
South Dakota-em~emw=- 22,1 24,2 | 20.8 | 23.9| 21.3| 24.3 21.7 24,5 22.7 25.8
Nebraska---=-cccca=-a 22,1 23.9 | 20.9 | 23.6 _— -— 21.6 24,3 22.9 25.3
Kansas--~-==~cc-aceon 21.2 | 23.31} 20.3 1 23.51 21.11 23.9 21.6 24.2 -— —--

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 23, Median age of brides and grooms:

lected years 1940-67-—Con.

United States, each region, division, and State, se~

1967 1960 1955 1950 1940
Area
Bride | Groom | Bride | Groom | Bride | Groom Bride Groom Bride! |Groom!
South Atlantic Age in years
Delaware~-=----ceca--. 22,0 23.7 21.9 24,2 22.5 24,7 23.3 25.8 23.1 25.7
Maryland--e---c------ 22,2 24,4 | 21.7 24,5 22,5 25.1 -— --- 22.9 25.7
District of Columbia- 23.2 25.3 -——- --- -—— -—- ——- ——- 24.3 27.3
Virginia----eceaamaa-o 22,1 24,1 22.2 24.3 22,4 24,6 22,7 24,7 22.6 25.0
West Virginia------~- 21.0 23.5 --= --- ——- -~ -——- —— 22,5 24.7
North Carolina------- 20.7 22.8 -—- - -—— -—- -——- -—- - -—
South Carolina------- 20.7 23.2 —-- - —-— —— -——- -—- -— -—-
Georgia---=-~- -~ 22,3} 24,2 21.4 | 24,0 21.0| 24,2 —-= -——- - -—
Florida-=«--=-------- 23.0 24,9 22.9 25.6 23.8 27.0 23.8 26.9 23.7 27.3
East South Central
Kentucky-===-=ccce--o 21,1} 23.4 1 21.2| 23.9 ——- ——— ——— —-- —— -—-
Tennessee-===u=nuc=na 21.4 23,6 20.9 23.7 21,7 24,1 22,0 24,4 -—- ———
Alabama-=-~cemcocuna 20.4] 23.3 20.6 23.9 20.9 24,0 21.0 24,3 21.4 24,7
Mississippli-~=m-cmaau- 21.4 | 23.8 20.9 24,0 20.5 24,1 21.2 24,6 21.6 25.0
West South Central
Arkansag-==---==--c-- —— -—-- -—- ~= e, 2| g1 —— -——- 21.4 25.0
Louisiana----~=-e---- 21.3 23.5 20.9 23.8 21.3 24,2 | 5621,9 5,624.,7 -—— ——
Oklahoma--~-=-w-ccu-x -— ——— ——- -——— -—- —_— ——— --- 20.9 24,5
TeXAG e =—m=mmm—=— e me—— -— - -— -—— - -——- -—— -—- —— ———
Montana 21.5 23.7 21.5 24.8 21,8 25.0 21.7 25.5 - -
Idaho--~~- 22.1 24,3 19.8 23.6 20.6 24,0 21.5 24,6 21.2 24,7
Wyoming 22.9 24,8 22.3 24.8 22,4 25.3 22.8 25.2 -~ ——
Colorado=-m-—mcmcuaa= - ——- —— — —_— - - -~ -— _—
New MexicO--emmmmmac = -——- -— - - ——— -— - —— —_—— -———
Arizona---=-ccmecaa-a -—— -—— -—— —— ——— - —— —_—— -——— [
Utah-==mcwcmncm oo 21.0 22,9 19.8 23.0 20.0 23.3 - - 21.9 24.4
Nevada--~==c-=wamooaao -— -—- -——- - —— - - - ——— -
Pacific

Washington---me=cme-- -—- D - -——- - -— ——— -— - ———
Oregon-==-c--=ccceacaa 21.6 23.6 20.7 23.8 21.4 | 24.3 21.9 24.6 22.8 26.2
California--==m=e-=a- 22,2 24,2 21.8 24.3 --- - 23.3 25.7 23.4 26.5
Alaska---=ccmamaanaca 23.0 25.8 23.1 26.6 | 123.4 | 726.0 725.2 727.9 —— -~
Hawail----mcmeooaoaas 22.8 | 24.5| 22,9 ] 29.6 | 723.5 | 725.9 —— - --- —--

lonly brides and grooms resident in State where married.
2A11 reporting States.,
3Total of 28 States—24 States for which medians are shown and four other States for which sep-
arate information is not available: Nebraska, North Dakota, South Carolina, and West Virginia.
4Excluding New York City.

SIncomplete

bExcluding New Orleans.
"Not included in total.
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Table 24, Median age of brides and grooms for all marriages, first marriages, and re-
marriages: 22 States, 1954-67

Bride Groom
Year
All First Re- All First Re~
marriages || marriages | marriages | marriages marriages | marriages
Age in years
1967 cwnmencancnna 22,0 20.7 34,7 24,0 22,9 39.0
1966mmccnccnncanna 21,9 20.4 35.1 24,0 22,8 39.3
1965emncnncnmancn 21,8 20,5 35,2 24,0 22.9 39.5
196l rmmanannannan 21.7 20.2 35.1 23.9 22.8 39.3
1963 =cecarunnnnas 21.7 20.2 34.8 23.9 22.9 39.3
1962mencncecncnnn 21.6 19.9 34.9 24,0 22,9 39,2
196leccacccaunnnn 21.3 19.8 35.4 23,9 22,9 39.5
1960=wecacnnccan~ 21.5 19.9 35.9 24,1 23.0 40.1
195%eencncccnacnn 21,6 19.9 35.1 24,2 23,1 39.4
1958mmacacmnnacn. 21.6 20.0 35.2 24,2 23.1 39.7
1957 cmenccanaacan 21.8 20.2 35.2 24.3 23.3 39.6
1956===a= ——mem—-— 21.9 20,3 34.8 24,4 23.3 39.3
1955mmmancnncanna 22.0 20,5 34.4 24,5 23.4 39.0
1954 mmennmacan=n - 22,1 20.6 34,5 24,6 23.5 39.4

NOTE: The following 22 States are included: Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware,
Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Montana, New Hampshire,
New York, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, and Wyoming. Before
1965, New York did not include New York City.

55



APPENDIX |

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE STATISTICAL STUDIES
PUBLISHED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Carroll D, Wright, Commissioner of Labor: A Repor?
on Morriage and Divovce in the United States, 1867
to 1886. Washington, U,S, Government Printing Office,
1889,

U.S. Bureau of the Census: Mavriageand Divovce, 1867-
1906, Part 1, Summavy, Laws, Foreign Statistics,
Washington, U.,S, Government Printing Office, 1909;
Part 2, Geneval Tables, Washington, U.S, Government
Printing Office, 1908,

U.S. Bureau of the Census: Bulletin 96, Mavviage and
Divorce 1887-1906, second edition, Washington, U.S,
Government Printing Office, 1914,

Office of the Secretary: "Trends in Marriages, Birth,
and Population,'" by A, Lunde, C. Ortmeyer, and E,
Huyck, Health, Education, and Welfare Indicators.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Wash-
ington, D.C,, Maxr, 1963,

Office of the Secretary: "Trends in Divorce and Family
Disruption," by H, Carter and A, A, Plateris, Health,
Education, and Welfave Indicators, Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington, D.C.,
Sept, 1963.

Hetzel, Alice M,: Marriage and divorce statistics and
the health department, HSMHA Health Rep, 86(7):
616-26, July 1971,

National Center for Health Statistics: Vital Statistics
Rates in the United States, 1940-1960, by R, D, Grove
and A, M, Hetzel, Public Health Service. Washington:
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1968,

National Center for Health Statistics: Marriage and
Divovce: Bibliography of Statistical Studies, Public
Health Service, Washington, D.C., 1969,

U.S. Bureau of the Census: Marriage and Divovce, 1916,
Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, 1919,

U.S. Bureau of the Census: Marviage and Divovce, An-
nual publications. 1922-1932, Washington. U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office.

National Office of Vital Statistics: Vifal Statistics of
the United States, Public Health Service, Washington,
U.S. Government Printing Office. Annual publications,
1946-1958,

National Center for Health Statistics: Vital Statistics
of the Uniled States, Public Health Service. Washing-
ton. U.S. Government Printing Office, Annual reports
beginning with 1959 data,

56

Bureau of the Census: Vital Statistics—Special Reports,
U.S. Cepartment of Commerce, Washington, D,C,
Vol, 9

No. 42. "Tentative Plans for' the Collection of
Marriage and Divorce Statistics,' May 9, 1940.

No. 60. '"Marriage and Divorce Statistics, 1887-
1937," June 29, 1940.

Vol. 12, No, 34, "Centralized Collection of Marriage
and Divorce Records and Their Uses," by Bernard
M, Cohen. Aug, 28, 1941,

Vol. 15
No. 8, "Preliminary Marriage Statistics for 26

States: 1939." Dec, 30, 1941,

No, 13, "Estimated Number of Marriages, by State:
United States, 1937-1940." Feb., 20, 1942,

No, 18, "Estimated Number of Divorces, by State:
United States, 1937-1940," Mar, 20, 1942,

No. 19, "Preliminary Marriage Statistics for 28
States: 1940,'" Mar, 21, 1942,

Vol, 17
No., 9. "Marriage Statistics, Resident Brides and

Grooms by Age: Collection Area, United States,
1940," Mar, 5, 1943,

No, 13. "Marriage Statistics. Resident Brides and
Grooms by Previous Marital Status: Collection
Area, United States, 1940." Mar, 18, 1943,

No. 14. "Marriage Statistics. Marriages Occurring
in Collection Area by Place of Residence of Brides
and Grooms, 1940," Mar. 27, 1943,

No. 22, "Marriage Statistics, Marriages by Racial
Type and by Age of Resident Groom by Age of
Bride: Collection Area, 1940." May 14, 1943,

No. 23, "Marriage Statistics, Resident Brides by
Age and Race: Collection Area, 1940." May 15,
1943.

No. 25. '"Divorce Statistics. Divorces by Cause,
Party to Whom Granted, and Plaintiff: Collection
Area, 1939," June 9, 1943,

No, 29. "A Review of Vital Statistics: United States,
1941." Aug. 6, 1943,

National Office of Vital Statistics: Vital Statistics—
Special Reports, Public Health Service.Washington, D.C,
Vol, 23, No, 9, "Marriage and Divorce in the United

States, 1937 to 1945," by Bruce L, Jenkinson and

Robert Osborn, Jr. Sept. 10, 1946,



Vol, 27, No, 10. "Marriage and Divorce Statistics:
United States, 1946." Oct, 24, 1947,
Vol. 29, No. 4, "Provisional Marriage and Divorce
Statistics: United States, 1947." Sept, 9, 1948.
Vol, 31, No, 16, "Provisional Marriage and Divorce
Statistics: United States, 1948," Nov, 4, 1949,
Vol. 33, No, 12, "Seasonal Variations in Marriage
Licenses," by Sarah Lewit, Apr. 4, 1952,
Vol, 34, Nos, 1-54, State Summaries, 1948, June 1,
1950.
Vol, 35
No, 3. "Marriages: United States, Each State and
County, 1948.' Jan, 31, 1950,
No, 9, '"Marriage Statistics: Specified States, 1948."
Apr, 21, 1950,
No, 12, "'Divorce and Annulment Statistics: Specified
States, 1948." Aug. 7, 1950,
Vol, 36
No, 2. "Summary of Marriage and Divorce Sta-
tistics: United States, 1949." June 5, 1951,
No. 3, "Marriages: United States, Each State and
County, 1949." June 7, 1951,
No, 6. "Statistics on Marriages: Specified States,
1949.' July 17, 1951,
No. 7. '"Statistics on Divorces and Amnulments:
Specified States, 1949," Aug, 3, 1951,
No, 22, "United States Summary of Vital Statistics,
1949," Sept. 10, 1952,
Vol, 37
No, 1, '"Marriages: United States, Each State and
County, 1950." Sept. 15, 1952,
No. 2, "Divorces and Annulments: United States, by
State and County, 1950." Oct, 2, 1952,
No. 3. "Summary of Marriage and Divorce Sta-
tistics: United States, 1950." Oct. 29, 1952,
No, 4. "'Statistics on Divorces and Annulments:
Specified States, 1950, Dec, 9, 1952,
No, 5. "Statistics on Marriages: Specified States,
1950." Dec. 16, 1952,
Vol, 38
No, 1. "Marriages: United States, Each State and
County, 1951," Oct. 20, 1953,
No, 2. "Divorces and Annulments: United States, by
State and County, 1951." Dec, 4, 1953,
No, 3. "Statistics on Divorces and Annulments:
Reporting Areas, 1951." Mar, 19, 1954,
No. 7. "Summary of Marriage and Divorce Sta-
tistics: United States, 1951." June 3, 1954.
Vol, 39
No, 3. '"Demographic Characteristics of Recently
Married Persons: United States, April 1953," by
Hugh Carter and Sarah Lewit. Oct, 12, 1954,
No, 5. "Economic Characteristics of Recently
Married Persons: United States, April 1953, by
Hugh Carter and Sarah Lewit, Aug, 17, 1955,
Vol, 40
No. 3. "Summary of Marriage and Divorce Sta-
tistics: United States, 1952.," Dec., 6, 1954,

No, 6. "Divorceand Annulment Statistics: Reporting
Areas, 1952." Jan, 7, 1953,

No, 7. "Marriage Statistics: Reporting Areas,
1952," Jan, 10, 1955,

Vol. 42

No, 1, "Marriages, and Divorces and Annulments:
United States, Each State and County, 1953,"
May 2, 1955,

No, 2, '"Divorces and Annulments: Detailed Sta-
tisticsfor Reporting Areas, 1953," May 17, 1955,

No. 3, "Marriages and Divorces: Each State and
Territory and Specified Possessions, 1953."
June 3, 1955,

No, 5, "Marriages: Detailed Statistics for Reporting
Areas, 1953." July 14, 1955,

Vol, 44

No. 4, "Marriages, and Divorces and Annulments:
United States, Each State and County, 1954,"
June 4, 1956,

No. 5. "Marriages and Divorces: United States and
Each State, and Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands (U.S,), 1954.' June 6, 1956.

No. 6. '"Marriages: Detailed Statistics for Reporting
Areas, 1954," July 5, 1956,

No, 7. "Divorces and Annulments: Detailed Sta-
tistics for Reporting Areas, 1954." July 23,
1956.

Vol. 45

No, 11. "National Vital Statistics Needs: A Report
of the United States National Committee on Vital
and Health Statistics,” July 17, 1957,

No. 12, "Socioeconomic Characteristics of Persons
Who Married Between January 1947 and June
1954: United States,” by Hugh Carter, Sarah
Lewit, and Willlam F, Pratt, Sept. 9, 1957.

Vol. 46

No, 3., "Marriages, and Divorces and Annulments:
United States, Each State and County, 1935."
Mar, 8, 1957.

No, 4. "Divorces and Annulments: Detailed Sta-
tistics for Reporting Areas, 1955." Apr, 9, 1957,

No. 7. "Marriages: Detailed Statistics for Report-
ing Areas, 1955." May 28, 1957,

No, 12, "Marriages and Divorces: United States and
Each State, and Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and
the Virgin Islands (U.S.), 1955." July 23, 1957,

No, 19. "Summary of Vital Statistics: United
States, 1955."" Oct, 30, 1957.

Vol, 47

No, 7. "Selected Characteristics of Marriages:
District of Columbia, 1956," by Sarah Lewir,
Sept. 19, 1960.

No. 10. "Selected Characteristics of Marriages:
Georgia, 1954, by Sarah Lewit, Oct., 2, 1961,

No, 13, "Improving National Divorce Statistics:
A Report of the Subcommittee on National
Divorce Statistics of the U,S, National Committee
on Vital and Health Statistics.” June 25, 1962,

57



Vol, 48

No, 1. '""Marriages, and Divorces and Annulments,
by Counties: Continental United States, Alaska,
Hawaii, and the Virgin Islands (U.S.), 1956.,"
Feb, 28, 1958,

No., 2. "Divorces and Annulments: Detailed Sta-
tistics for Reporting Areas, 1956, Mar, 25,
1958,

No, 3, "Marriages and Divorces: United States and
Each State, and Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and
the Virgin Islands (U.S.), 1956." Apr. 9, 1958,

No, 16, ""Marriages: Detailed Statistics for Report-
ing Areas, 1956." Oct. 27, 1958,

Vol. 50

No, 6, ""Marriages, and Divorces and Annulments, by
Counties: Continental United States, Alaska,
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands (U.S.),
1957." June 4, 1959,

No, 7. "Marriages and Divorces: United States and
Each State, and Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and
the Virgin Islands (U.S,), 1957." June 5, 1959,

No. 11, "Divorces and Annulments: Detailed Sta-
tistics for Reporting Areas, 1957.'" Aug, 19, 1959,

No. 12, '"Marriages: Detailed Statistics for the
Marriage-Registration Area, 1957." Aug. 26,
1959,

No, 18, "Summary of Marriage and Divorce Sta-
tistics: United States, 1957." Nov. 25, 1959,

U.S, Bureau of the Census: Population, Series PM-1,
PM-2, PM-3, and PM-4, Washington, U,S, Government
Printing Office, July 1944-Dec, 1946,

National Office of Vital Statistics: Quarierly Mavriage
Report for States. Public Health Service. Washington,
D.C, Aug, 1946-Apr, 1949, (Provisional data.)

National Office of Vital Statistics: Monthly Marriage
Report, Public Health Service, Washington, D.C,
Feb, 1947-Apr. 1951, (Provisional data.)

National Office of Vital Statistics: Monthly Vital Sta-
tistics Bulletin, Public Health Service. Washington,
D.C. Mar, 1949-Sept, 1952,

National Office of Vital Statistics:Monthly Vital Sia-
ti§tz'cs Report, Vol. 1, No, 1, to Vol, 10, No. 5.
Washington, D,C. Public Health Service, Apr. 4,
1952, to July 18, 1961,

National Vital Statistics Division: Monthly Vital Sta-
tistics Report, Vol. 10, No. 6, to Vol, 12, No, 12,
Washington, D.C., Public Health Service, Sept. 18,
1961, to Feb, 24, 1964,

National Center for Health Statistics: Monthly Vital
Statistics Repovt, Vol, 12, No, 13, to Vol, 22, No. 9.
Washington, D,C. Public Health Service, July 3l,
1964, to Nov, 26, 1973. (Ongoing)

National Center for Health Statistics: Monthly Vital
Statistics Report. Washington, D,C. Public Health
Service,

Supplements to:
Vol, 13, No. 11. "Final Marriage and Divorce
Statistics, 1962," Jan. 29, 1965,

Vol. 15
No. 3. "Final Marriage Statistics, 1963," May
31, 1966.
No. 5. "Divorce Statistics, 1963." Aug, 10,
1966.

Vol. 16, No, 7. "Marriage and Divorce Statistics,
1964," Sept, 27, 1967.
Vol. 17
No. 1 "Divorce Statistics, 1965." Apr. 16, 1968,
No. 4, ""Marriage Statistics, 1965." June 24, 1968,
No, 10, "Divorce Statistics, 1966.'" Jan, 6, 1969,
No, 11, '"Marriage Statistics, 1966." Feb, 20,
1969,
Vol, 18
No, 1. ""Divorce Statistics, 1967," Apr, 16, 1969,
No, 5. "Marriage Statistics, 1967." Aug, 14, 1969,
Vol, 19
No. 10, '"Divorce Statistics, 1968," Jan, 26, 1971,
No. 11, "Marriage Statistics, 1968," Feb, 11,
1971,
Vol 20
No, 4, "Marriage Statistics, 1969," July 22, 1971,
No, 4(2). "Divorce Statistics, 1969." July 22, 1971,
National Center for Health Statistics: Vital and Health

Statistics, Series 21, Public Health Service, Washing-

ton, U.S, Government Printing Office,

No. 2. "Demographic Characteristics of Persons
Married Between January 1955 and June 1958,
United States,' Apr, 1965,

No, 7. "Divorce Statistics Analysis, United States,
1962,'" Dec, 1968,

No. 10, ""Marriage Statistics Analysis, United States,
1962." Jan, 1967,

No. 13, "Divorce Statistics Amnalysis, United States,
1963.'" Oct, 1967,

No, 16. "Marriage Statistics Analysis, United States,
1963," Sept, 1968,

No. 17. "Divorce Statistics Analysis, United States,
1964 and 1965." Oct. 1969,

No, 18, ""Children of Divorced Couples, United States,
Selected Years." Feb. 1970.

No, 20. "Increases in Divorces, United States, 1967."
Dec, 1970,

No, 21, "Marriages: Trends and Characteristics,
United States,' (HSM) 72-1007, Sept. 1971,

No, 22, "Divorces: Analysis of Changes, United States,
1969," (HSM) 73-1900. Apr, 1973,

No, 23, '"Teenagers: Marriages, Divorces, Parent-
hood, and Mortality,' (HRA) 74-1901. Aug. 1973,

[oNeNe;

58



APPENDIX I
SOURCES AND METHODS

Sources

All data shown in the present report are based on
frequencies previously published in marriage and di-
vorce reports of the Federal Government, more spe-
cifically, in the series Marriage and Divovce for 1867-
86, 1887-1906, 1916, and 1922 through 1932, in the
series Vilal Statistics—Special Reporis, Volume 17,
Number 23, and Volume 23, Number 9, and in the an-
nual report Vital Statistics of the United States, Vol-
umes I and II for 1950, Volume I for 1952 and 1955,
and Volume III for 1960, 1965, and 1967, Some additional
information for 1960 and 1967 on duration of marriage
prior to divorce and number of children involved was
taken from. publications of the following States: Con-
necticut, Florida, Iilinois, Maine, Michigan, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Ohio,
and Vermont. This information is shown only in tables
13 and 19, where it is footnoted.

National Totals and Rates

All annual marriage and divorce totals for the
United States are rounded to the nearest 1,000 in order
to avoid a spurious impression of absolute accuracy.
In the sources totals for some years are rounded, for
other years not, National totals and rates for 1950 and
subsequent years were taken from Vilal Statisiics of the
United States. Many totals and rates for the years pre-
ceding 1950 were revised in 1950; these are published
in Vital Statistics of the United States, 1950, Volume I,
tables 5.01 and 5.08, The revised figures have been
used in all publications for later years, As the method
used for the 1950 revision is unknown, the national
totals may differ slightly from the sum of regional to-
tals prepared for the present report.

Area Totals

Reporting of marriages and divorces was incom-
plete in many States, particularly for marriages during
the 1867-86 period, Completeness of reporting was es-
timated on the assumption that the rate in nonreporting
counties of a region, division, State, or territory was
identical with that for the reporting counties combined,
Hence the completeness of reporting was assumedtobe
equal to the proportion of the State population living in
the reporting counties, This proportion could be com-
puted only for years for which populations of counties

were available, namely for census years; 1920 figures
were used for the computation of the completeness for
1916, and 1960 data for 1967, County totals of marriages
and divorces were not published for 1940; for that year
and for 1950 estimates for nonreporting areas had been
prepared when data were originally published, Percent-
ages of completeness were computed for the years 1967,
1960, 1930, 1916, 1900, 1890, 1880, and 1870. A sum-
mary of this information is given in tables I and I,

Divisional and State totals were estimated when the
nonreporting counties combined comprised less than 90
but more than 50 percent of the population, and regional
totals represent the sum of the appropriate divisional
totals, State totals, though not published, were used to
compute marriage rates per 1,000 unmarried popula-
tion and divorce rates per 1,000 married population, as
described below. Regional and divisional totals for
marriage and divorce are shown in tables 5 and 6,
respectively, Estimates were prepared on the assump-
tion that the crude rate for the nonreporting counties
was identical with that for the reporting counties, Hence
in order to estimate a divisional or State total the crude
rate for the reporting counties combined was applied
to the total population of an area,

Area Rates

‘Two types of rates are shown: crude marriage and
divorce rates (computed per 1,000 total population) and
rates per 1,000 persons subject to the "risk" of mar-
riage or divorce, the unmarried and the married, re-
spectively, The unmarried represent the total of single,
widowed, and divorced men or women 15 years old and
older. Population bases for computing the rates were
enumerated or estimated by the Bureau of the Census
as of April 1 for 1940, 1950, and 1960 and as of July 1
for other years. The Armed Forces stationed outside
the United States during the two World Wars (1917-19
and 1941-46) were excluded from the population usedto
compute marriage rates but included with that for di-
vorce rates. Armed Forces abroad were excluded for
all other years. Population by marital status was tabu-
lated for census years beginning with 1890, Originally,
the term "'conjugal conditions' was used todenote mari-
tal status, As information on marital status was col-
lected for the first time in the 1890 census, rates based
on the unmarried or married population could not be
computed for 1870 and 1880.
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Table I. Percent completeness of

reporting marriage and divorce totals:
region, selected years 1870-1967

United States and each

[Percentages represent the proportion of the population living in reporting counties. As data by county are not available for 1940, completeness for
that year could not be computed)

Area 1967 1960 1950 1930 1916 1900 1890 1880 1870
Marriage
United Stateg===~= 99.9 99.9 98.7 100.0 96.7 96.9 95.3 64.7 49.9
Region
Northeastee==cmccccacucn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 96.2 31.0 26.2
North Central- 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 1 99.5 99.8 99.6 89.0 75.2
South-=wcmna 100.0 99.7 95.7 100.0| 90.7 92.0 91.7 79.7 45,6
WeStmememramm e rccnne- 99.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 1 98.7 91.7 88.9 72.9 66.0
Divorce
United Statege=-=--~ 98.8 99.3 96.9 99.7 98.3 99.3 98.8 98.4 96.5
Region
Northeast===-cmccceacc- 100.0 100.0 99.1 99.9 99.7 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0
North Central=e-reeme-w- 99.9 100.0 96.9 99.7 99.9 99.8 99,7 97.7 94.4
Souther-reremmcmcmene e 97.0 97.8 93.7 99.4 95.3 99.5 98.0 97.7 95.2
WeStrmemmremcnmcncccmaae 98.4 99.7 99.9 99.7 99.1 91.5 90.2 99.8 98.2

Table II. Percent completeness of reporting marriage and divorce totals, by number of States re-

porting: selected years 1870-1967

[Percentages represent the proportion of the State population living in reporting counties. Areas without county organization, the District of
Columbia, and, for 1890 and 1900, Indian Territory, are excluded. As data by county are not available for 1940, completeness for that

year could not be computed]

Percent completeness 1967 1960 1950 1930 1916 1900 1890 1880 1870
Number of States reporting marriages

All areas=-------- 50 50 48 48 48 48 48 46 46
100.0=-mcmmmcmm e 49 46 39 48 28 30 25 10 6
- 4 7 - 17 15 19 6 4

1 - 1 - 3 1 1 3 4

- - - - - 1 1 5 4

- - 1 - - - - 2 3

- - - - - - - 2 4

- - - - - - - 2 1

- - - - - - - 1 3

- - - - - - - 2 2

- - - - - - - 3 2

- - - - - - - 3 2

- - - - - 1 2 7 11

Number of States reporting divorces

All areas--=w----- 50 50 48 48 48 48 48 46 46
100,0~==mrmrcem e e e 43 43 37 27 25 32 27 23 20
90.0-99.9-=cnmmermmmnmm 5 4 7 20 21 14 18 22 21
80.0-89.9~-ccmmmmmmmmeee - 3 - - 1 - 1 - 4
70.0-79.9=-mmcmmm e - - 1 - - 1 1 - 1
60.0-69,9-~cmemmncnncran - - 2 - - - - - -
50.0-59,9=~=crrmormmmru—= 1 - 1 - - - - - -
40,0-49,9---memnnnnana 1 - - - - - - - -
30.0-39,9--ccccmmrcennn - - - - - - - - -
20.,0-29,9~~emmmemmecnan - - - - - - - - -
10.0-19.9=wcmcmmmcmcanmm - - - - - - - - -
0.1-9.9--rrcmmmm e - - - - - - - - -
No reportg---e--woc—c-c-- - - - - - - - - -
No divorces granted----- - - - 1 1 1 1 1 -




In view of the incompleteness in reporting of mar-
riage and divorce totals, certain rules were adopted in
dealing with rates for totals that were less than 100
percent complete:

When the nonreporting counties combined com-
prised 2 percent or less of the population of the
area for which a rate was being computed (State
or territory, division, or region), no adjustments
were made and the rate was not footnoted,

When the nonreporting counties comprisedfrom 2,1
to 10.0 percent of the area population, no adjust-
ments were made but the computed rate was foot-
noted "'incomplete,"

When the nonreporting counties comprised from
10.1 to 50.0 percent of the area's total population,
the population of the reporting areas was used to
compute the rate, which was footnoted "'excluding
nonreporting areas,” As county data by marital
status were not available, nonreporting areas could
not be excluded from the married and the unmar-
ried population and estimated State totals were used,
Rates computed by using estimated totals of events
were footnoted Vestimated."

Many State totals for 1940 and 1950 and some totals
for other years include estimates for nonreporting
areas, Rates based on such totals were footnoted
“estimated."

When the nonreporting areas combined comprised
from 50.1 to 89.9 of the area population, rates were
not computed and an asterisk was used to denote
that data do not meet the standards of accuracy and
precision.

When the nonreporting areas comprised 90 percent
or more of the population or a State did not report
at all, three dashes indicate data were not avail-
able, No divorces were granted in South Carolina
in the years 1879-1948; hence there could be no
divorce rates for that State and three dots were
used to denote this. It must be pointed out that the
same rules were used for both Statesand divisions.
While a given group of nonreporting counties may
represent a high proportion of the population of
their State, it may represent only a small propor-
tion of the division, and the footnotes vary accord-
ingly. In cases where an estimated divisional total
was included in a regional total, the latter was also
footnoted "estimated."

Rartes for 1916 used in this report weretaken from
the 1922 publication, They differ from those inthe 1916
publication, as population estimates based on the 1920

census were used. These estimates are not shown,
and estimates for computing regional rates (not in-
cluded in the 1916 or 1922 reports) were obtained by
dividing the number of events in divisions by their
rates and adding the appropriate quotients,

Changing Areas

Several changes occurred in the political organi-
zation of the United States during the 1867-1967 period,
and these changes are reflected in the statistics,

Prior to 1889 the present States of North Dakota
and South Dakota constituted the Dakota Territory.

Oklahoma was organized from a part of Indian
Territory, and later the remainder of that Indian
Territory was annexed to Oklahoma, For the years
1890-1906 the sources give separate statistics for
the two areas, In this publication tables showing
time trends give data for the two areas combined,
with separate figures for each of these two areas
given in footnotes.

Data for Alaska and Hawaii have been included with
the United States statistics since 1959 and 1960,
respectively. Data for earlier years, when avail-
able, were not included in the national, regional, or
divisional totals.

Selected Years

State data are shown in the tables for only a few
selected years, These include census years for which
marriageand divorce data are available (1870, 1880, 1890,
1900, 1930, 1940, 1950, and 1960), 1916, when a special
data collection was conducted, and 1967, the last year of
the period, Not all data are available for each of the
selected years (e.g., information on duration of mar-
riage and number of children was lacking for 1916 and
legal variables were not tabulated for 1967), In such
cases, data for another year were used whenever pos-
sible. In some cases 1906 or 1922 data were used in-
stead of those for 1916, 1952 for 1950, and 1965 instead
of 1967,

Legal Grounds

Divorce decrees that were granted on two or more
legal grounds were assigned to the ground considered
the most specific, Some of the grounds were combined
as in table 20. Legal grounds or combinations of grounds
listed by order of preference in assigning them are
(1) adultery, (2) bigamy or fraud, (3) conviction of crime,
(4) drunkenness, (5) desertion or abandonment, (6) ne-
glect to provide or nonsupport, (7) cruelty, (8) indigni-
ties, (9) incompatibility, (10) separation or absence,
and (11) all other grounds.
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Series 1.

Sevies 2,

Sevies 3.

Series 4.

Series 10.

Sevies 11.

Series 12.

Series 13,

Series 14.

Series 20.

Series 21,

Series 22,

VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES

Originally Public Health Service Publication No. 1000

Programs and collection procedures.—Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices anddivisions, data collection methods used, definitions,

and other material necessary for understanding the data.

Data evaluation and methods veseavch,—Studies of new statistical methodology including: experi-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.

Analvtical studies.—Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies basedon vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series,

Documents and commitiee reports.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised

birth and death certificates.

Data from the Health Intevview Survev.—Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use
of hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data
collected in a continuing national household interview survey.

Data from the Health Examination Survey.—Data from direct examination, testing, and measure-
ment of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutional population provide the basis for two types
of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United
States and the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psycho-
logical characteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without
reference to an explicit finite universe of persons.

Data from the Institutional Population Surveys —Statistics relating tothe health characteristics of
persons in institutions, and their medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on national
samples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients.

Data from the Hospital Discharge Survey.—Statistics relating to discharged patients in short-stay
hospitals, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals.

Data on health vesources: manpower and facilities.—Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri-
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Data on mortality.—Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or
monthly reports—special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables, also

geographic and time series analyses.

Data on natality, marviage, and divovce.,—Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce
other than as included in regular annual or monthly reports—special analyses by demographic
variables, also geographic and time series analyses, studies of fertility.

Data from the National Natality and Movrtality Surveys.— Statistics on characteristics of births
and deaths not available from the vital records, based on sample surveys stemming from these
records, including such topics as mortality by socioeconomic class, hospital experience in the
last year of life, medical care during pregnancy, health insurance coverage, etc.

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Office of Information

National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service, HRA
Rockville, Md, 20852
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