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Physician Contacts by
Sociodemographic and
Health Characteristics

by Peter Ries,
Division of Health Interview Statistics

Introduction

This report is a description of the use of physician services
in the United States during 1982-83 by the U.S. nonin-
stitutionalized population, exclusive of physician contacts dur-
ing overnight hospital stays. Estimates of the number of con-
tacts with a physician or a medical person working under
the supervision of a physician are presented with respect to
the following characteristics: the health and sociodemographic
characteristics of the patients, the type of physician contacted,
whether the patient actually talked to or saw the physician
during the contact, the place of contact, the reason for the
choice of a particular place or physician, the patient’s travel
time to the place of contact, the health conditions discussed,
whether surgery was performed during the contact, and the
weekly and annual pattern of physician contacts. Estimates
are also presented of persons distributed by how frequently
they contacted a physician in the past year and the interval
since they last talked to or saw a physician.

Since its inception, the National Center for Health Statis-
tics (NCHS) has collected data on physician contacts. During
the past 15 years, questions on physician contacts have been
included in each of the annual National Health Interview

Surveys (NHIS), and statistical reports on this topic have
appeared every 3 or 4 years (Series 10, Nos. 18, 19, 49,
75, 97, 128, and 144).""7 The term “visit” used in these
earlier reports has been changed to “contact” to emphasize
that the NHIS concept of a physician contact includes telephone
calls directly related to the health of the patient.

This report differs from earlier reports on physician con-
tacts in that the data upon which it is based are derived
from revised data-gathering and data-processing procedures
initiated in 1982. The major differences between these and
the previous procedures are described in appendix IV of the
1982 Current Estimates (Series 10, No. 150).% Because of
these changes, it is important to note that the estimates of
physician contacts presented in this report should be compared
cautiously with those shown in earlier reports.

The other major source of data on physician contacts
from NCHS is the National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey
(NAMCS). Information about that survey is available by ob-
taining the most recent NAMCS report® or by contacting the
Division of Health Care Statistics at the address shown on
the back cover of this report.



Highlights

The following statements briefly summarize the results

discussed in this report.

During 1982-83, an annual average of approximately
1.2 billion contacts between patients and their physicians
occurred—an average annual rate of 5.1 physician contacts
per person.

Of the characteristics of patients considered in this report,
the greatest variation in the rate of physician contacts
was associated with respondent-assessed health status.
Persons assessed to be in excellent health had an annual
average rate of 3.2 contacts per person, as opposed to
those assessed to be in poor health, who had an annual
average rate of 19.1 contacts per person.

In relation to age, the highest rates of physician contacts
were for children under 5 years of age (6.7 per child
per year) and older adults (from 6.6 per person per year
for persons 55-64 years of age to 8.3 per person per
year for persons 75 years of age and over). However,
for persons assessed to be in fair or poor health, persons
65 years of age and over do not have a higher rate of
contact than do most other age groups.

Females had a higher rate of physician contacts than
males (5.8 compared with 4.4 per person per year).

White persons had a higher rate of physician contacts
than black persons (5.2 compared with 4.6 per person
per year).

Members of families with low family income had a higher
rate of physician contacts than persons from middle and
higher family income groups. However, when assessed
health status is taken into account, although the rate of
physician contacts generally declined as family income
declined for persons assessed to be in fair or poor health,

the rates did not vary much by family income for persons
assessed to be in good to excellent health.

Most physician contacts (57.1 percent) took place in the
physician’s office. A relatively large proportion of all
contacts were telephone calls (14.6 percent).

About 4 of every 10 physician contacts (38.9 percent)
involved a travel time for the patient of less than 15 min-
utes. About 6 percent involved a travel time of 1 hour
or more. '

An estimated 35.8 million physician contacts involved
outpatient surgery.

In terms of the frequency of the use of physician services,
9.1 percent of persons had 10 or more physician contacts
during the year preceding interview, and 75.1 percent
of all persons had talked to or seen a physician at least
one time within the same time period.

The conditions most often discussed during the physician
contacts were hypertension (5.9 percent of all conditions
discussed), deformity or orthopedic impairment (5.1 per-
cent), arthritis (3.8 percent), influenza (3.1 percent), the
common cold (2.8 percent), and diabetes (2.6 percent).
The type of physician most often involved in the contact
was a general practitioner (41.6 percent of all contacts);
the type of specialist most often involved was an internist
(11.8 percent of all contacts).

The patient did not actually talk to or see the physician
in about 20.8 percent of all the contacts. Among the
types of assistant (working under the supervision of a
physician) that were actually talked to or seen during
these contacts, nurses were by far the type most often
involved (10.8 percent of all physician contacts, or 58.5
percent of contacts where the physician was not seen).



Source and limitations
of the data

The information presented in this report is based on data
collected by the U.S. Bureau of the Census for the National
Health Interview Survey, a continuing nationwide survey by
household interview. Each week a probability sample of house-
holds in the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States is interviewed. Information is obtained from
adults about the health and other characteristics of each member
of the family living in a particular residence.

During 1982, two weeks of data collection were omitted
because of budget restrictions. The results from the 50 weeks
of data collection were weighted to compensate for these
missing weeks.

During the 102 weeks of data collection in 1982-83,
the sample was composed of approximately 81,000 households
containing about 210,000 persons living at the time of the
interview. The total noninterview rate was about 3.1 percent,
of which 1.9 percent was due to respondent refusal, and
the remainder was due to failure to locate an eligible respondent
at home after repeated calls.

Descriptions of the survey design, the methods used in
estimation, and general qualifications of the data obtained
from the survey are presented in appendix I. Because the
estimates shown in this report are based on a sample of the
population, they are subject to sampling errors. Therefore,
particular attention should be paid to the section titled “Relia-
bility of estimates.” Sampling errors for most of the estimates
are relatively low. However, where an estimated number or
the numerator or denominator of a rate or percent is small,
the sampling error may be high. The method for obtaining
the relative standard errors for the estimates found in this
report is given in appendix I.

Some of the terms used in this report have specific mean-
ings for the purpose of the survey. These terms are defined
in appendix II. Appendix III contains the questionnaire items
related to physician contacts used in the interview.



Comparison with
earlier results

The NHIS data collection and processing procedures were
extensively revised in 1982. For some of the health-related
concepts used in NHIS, this revision also included a redefining
of terms. In the case of physician contacts, however, the
name but not the concept was changed. The following concep-
tual definition of a physician contact has been used since
the beginning of the NHIS:

A physician contact is defined as consultation with a
physician, in person or by telephone, for examination, diag-
nosis, treatment, or advice. (Physician contacts with hospital
inpatients are not included.) The contact is considered to
be a physician contact if the service is provided directly by
the physician or by a nurse or other person acting under
a physician’s supervision. For the purpose of this definition,
“physician” includes doctors of medicine and osteopathic phy-
sicians. The term “doctor” is used in the interview rather
than “physician” because of popular usage. However, the
concept toward which all interviewer instructions are directed
is that which is described here.

Physician contacts for services provided on a mass basis
are not included in the tabulations. A service received on
a mass basis is defined as any service involving only a single
test (such as a test for diabetes) or a single procedure (such
as a measles inoculation) when this single service is adminis-
tered identically to all persons who are at the place for this
purpose.

If a physician is called to a house to see more than
one person, the call is considered a separate physician contact
for each person about whom the physician is consulted.

A physician contact is associated with the person about
whom the advice is sought, even if that person does not
actually see or consult the physician. For example, if a mother
consults a physician about one of her children, the physician
contact is ascribed to the child.

Ordinarily, many different questions may be asked to
measure a concept. Any particular set of such questions consti-
tutes the operational definition of the concept being measured.
Though, as noted above, the conceptual definition of physician
contact did not change in 1982, more and different questions
were asked to measure the same concept. The major focus
of these changes was to probe more extensively for physician
contacts that involved contact only with a medical person
working under the supervision of the physician. Another
change was to introduce a new set of questions to determine
whether any operations (surgery) had been performed during
the contact.

Table A shows the average annual rate and number of
physician contacts during 1982-83 and the rate and number
of physician contacts for 1980, the year of the previous
Series 10 report on this topic. As may be noted, the rate
increased from 4.8 contacts per person per year in 1980 to
5.1 per person per year in 1982-83. However, when only
those physician contacts are included during which the patient
actually talked to or saw a physician, the rate (4.1 per person
per year) is the same for both time periods. On the other
hand, the rate in cases where the patient did not actually
talk to or see the physician increased by about 90 percent
from the first to the second time period (that is, from 0.6
to 1.0 contacts per person per year).

Thus, it would appear that the apparent increase in the
rate of physician contacts beginning in 1982 derives entirely
or in large part from the addition of questions to probe whether
the person had received medical care from an assistant working
under the supervision of a physician. Because the addition
of these questions constitutes a change in the operational
(but not the conceptual) definition of a physician contact,
estimates from the revised questionnaire (the version beginning
in 1982) should not be directly compared with the results
on this topic from earlier surveys of NHIS for the purpose
of determining trends.

Table A. Rate and number of physician contacts by whether the
physician was actually talked to or seen, and year of survey:
United States, 1980 and 1982-83

Rate of physician Number of

Type of contact contacts per person physician contacts

and year per year in thousands
All physician contacts’
1980 . . .. ... oo 4.8 1,036,092
1982-83 . ... ... .. ...... 5.1 1,168,361
Physician actually
talked to or seen
1980 . . ... 4.1 898,917
198283 . . ... ... ... 4.1 928,211
Only an assistant
talked to or seen
1980 . .. ... oL 0.6 123,376
1982-83 . .. ... ... 1.0 230,624

‘includes contacts in which it was not known whether the physician was actualiy talked to or
seen,

NOTE: Estimates for 1982-83 are average annual estimates.



Presentation of the results

The results on physician contacts from the 1982 and 1983
NHIS are presented in greatest detail in tables 1-21. Ta-
bles 1-13 describe various aspects of the contact between
the patient and the physician or his or her assistant whom
the patient actually talked to or saw. Tables 1-5 describe
the health and sociodemographic characteristics of the patients.
Tables 6-13 describe other aspects related to the contact,
including the type of physician contacted, whether he or she
was actually talked to or seen during the contact, the place
of contact, the reason for the choice of a particular place
or physician, the patient’s travel time to the place of contact,
the health condition discussed, whether surgery was performed
during the contact, and the weekly and annual pattern of
contacts,

Tables 14-17 describe people (rather than contacts) in
terms of frequent and infrequent users of physician services
and the time interval since they last talked to or saw a physician
or assistant.

All tables that relate to the sociodemographic characteris-
tics of persons (tables 2-5 and 14-17) show the results for
persons assessed by the respondent to be in fair or poor
health separately from the results for persons assessed by
the respondent to be in good, very good, or excellent health.

The estimates are shown in this way to aid in avoiding
a possible misinterpretation of the results. Sociodemographic
characteristics often serve as the basis for distinguishing groups
in society. For example, family income is a basis for distin-
guishing rich people from poor people. A comparison of the
rates of physician contacts for two groups is most meaningful

if something is known about the relative health status of
the two groups. For instance, it would be erroneous to con-
clude that Group A was receiving better health care than
Group B because it had a 20 percent higher rate of physician
contacts if persons in Group A had health problems that were
twice as serious as the health problems of the persons in
Group B. With respect to these conditions, it would be reason-
able to conclude that even though Group A had a higher
rate of physician contacts than Group B, it was receiving
relatively less health care in relation to need. By showing
estimates of physician contacts by sociodemographic character-
istics crossed by a measure of health status, this type of
misleading comparison can be avoided.

It should be noted that assessed health status as used
here means the health status of the family member as judged
by the respondent in the interview. It is not directly derived
from clinical or medical information about the person.

All of the other tables (tables 6-13) are shown by the
place of contact. “Place of contact” as used here includes
telephone calls as well as the more usual places suggested
by the term, such as physician’s office, hospital, company
clinic, and home.

Tables 1821 show the population estimates used to calcu-
late the rates presented in tables 1-17.

The following sections summarize the results presented
in tables 1-17. Statements regarding the similarity or difference
between two estimates are based on applying a statistical
test at the 0.05 level of significance.



Volume of physician contacts by
characteristics of the patients

During 1982 and 1983, there was an estimated annual
average of 1,168,380,940 contacts between patients and physi-
cians or medical assistants working under the supervision
of a physician. The rate of physician contacts was 5.1 per
person per year. These estimates include contacts over the
telephone but do not include contacts during overnight hospital
stays.

The following two sections of this report show the rates
of these contacts by health and sociodemographic characteris-
tics of patients.

Health characteristics

The high association between the rate of physician contacts
and measures of health status is shown in figure 1. For instance,
persons assessed to be in excellent health had a rate of 3.2
physician contacts per person per year, and those assessed
to be in poor health had a rate of 19.1 physician contacts.
A similar pattern of association between indicators of health
status and the rate of physician contacts is shown for each
of the other health status measures included in figure 1.

Table 1 shows these results for each of several age groups.
For each of the age groups the pattern of association between
the rate of physician contacts and the measure of health status
is similar to that shown in figure 1.

Sociodemographic characteristics

Age, sex, and race

The average annual rate and number of physician contacts
by age, sex, race, and assessed health status are shown in
tables 2 and 3. These results are summarized in figures 2—4.

The degree to which health status has an influence on
the relationship between age and the rate of physician contacts
is shown in figure 2. For persons of all health status levels
the results follow the usual pattern of this relationship—that
is, a high rate for young children and old persons, a low
rate for youth in their teens, and thereafter an increasing
rate as age increases, with an especially higher rate during
the child-bearing years of females.

However, when the relationship between age and the
rate of physician contacts is viewed in terms of specific health
status groups, it is different for persons over the age of 30
years. For persons in good to excellent health, there was
the usual pattern of increasing rates of physician contacts
with increasing age. However, the rate of increase was much
less than in the case of persons of all health statuses. On

All persons

Assessed health status
Excellent

Very good

Good

Fair

Poor

Limitation of activity’

Not imited in activity

Limited in activity—all levels
Unable to perform major activity
Limited 1n major activity

Limited in other activity

Bed days in past 12 months
None

1-7 days

8-30 days

31 days or more

Hospital episodes in past 12 months?
None

1 episode

2 episodes

3 episodes or more

Hospital days in past 12 months?
None

1-4 days

5-9 days

10-24 days

25 days or more

'Based on 1983 data only

19.1

2.9
5.5
1.9
21.5
4.3
10.3
19.9
27.4
4.3
9.2
11.9
17.1
25.4

o]

5 10 15 20 25 30

Number of physician contacts

2Excludes physician contacts during hospitalization

per person per year

Figure 1. Average annual number of physician contacts per person per
year for selected health characteristics: United States, 198283
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Figure 2. Average annual number of physician contacts per person per
year by assessed health status and age: United States, 1382-83

the other hand, for persons assessed to be in fair or poor
health, the rate of physician contacts tended to decrease slightly
with increasing age over about 30 years of age.

Females has a substantially higher rate of physician con-
tacts than had males (5.8 compared to 4.4 per person per
year). Figure 3 shows that, except for young people and
very old people, the higher rate existed even outside of the
child-bearing years.

For persons assessed to be in good to excellent health,
the pattern of the relationship of physician contact rates for
males and females was similar to that shown for all health
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Figure 3. Average annual number of physician contacts per person per
year by assessed health status, age, and sex: United States, 1982-83

statuses, except for persons 75 years of age and over, where
the rate for females (6.1) remained higher than the rate for
males (5.6).

However, for persons assessed in fair or poor health,
the rate of physician contacts declined over the age of 30
years for females; for males, however, it followed a somewhat
erratic pattern, being especially high at around 60 and 80
years of age. Though sampling error may account for some
of the variation, it would not completely explain the wide
fluctuation in the rates for adult males assessed in fair or
poor health.
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In relation to race, the rate of physician contacts was
higher for white persons than it was for black persons (5.2
compared to 4.6 per person per year). However, figure 4
shows that from about the mid-30’s to about 70 years of
age the rates for persons of all assessed health statuses tended
to be higher for black persons. On the other hand, if the
results are viewed in terms of assessed health status, the
rates of physician contacts for white persons were generally
higher than for black persons throughout the entire age range.
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Figure 5. Average annual number of physician contacts per person
per year by assessed health status and family income: United
States, 1982-83

Family income and race

The relationship of the rate of physician contacts to family
income, race, sex, age, and assessed health status is shown
in table 4. Figure 5 shows that the rate of physician contacts
for persons of all health statuses was similar for different
levels of family income, except that the rate for persons in
families with an annual income of less than $10,000 was
somewhat higher than for persons in families with higher
incomes.

However, when assessed health is considered, the picture
is altered. For persons assessed in fair or poor health, the
rate of physician contacts tended to increase with increasing
family income, especially for families with an annual family
income of $30,000 or more. The lowest rate of physician
contacts for persons assessed in fair or poor health was for
persons in families with an annual income of $5,000-$9,999
(11.2 per person per year compared with, for instance, a
rate of 19.4 for persons in families earning $50,000 or more
per year).

For persons assessed in good to excellent health, the
highest rate of physician contacts (4.8 per person per year)
was for members of families with an annual income of less
than $5,000 and for those with a family income of $50,000
or more per year. The lowest rates were for persons from
families with an annual income of $10,000-$19,999 per year.

With regard to race (figure 6), white persons had a higher
rate of physician contacts than did black persons throughout
the range of family incomes, except for persons from families
earning $50,000 or more per year. When viewed in terms
of assessed health status, the rates of physician contacts were
higher for white persons than for black persons at all levels
of family income. The one possible exception was for members
of families with an annual income of $50,000 or more who
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Figure 6. Average annual number of physician contacts per person per
year by assessed health status, family income, and race: United States,
1982-83

were assessed in fair or poor health. The comparison for
this group is inconclusive, because the sampling error of the
estimate for black persons is extremely large. For this reason
the part of the curve for these persons is not included in
figure 6.

Other sociodemographic characteristics

Table 5 shows the rate and number of physician contacts

by assessed health status and age by years of completed educa-
tion of persons 18 years of age and over, family size, type
of occupation of currently employed persons 18 years of age
and over, whether of Hispanic origin, geographic region, and
place of residence. The results are summarized in figure 7
and by the following statements:

People with less education had a higher rate of physician
contacts than people with more education had. However,
both for people assessed to be in fair or poor health
and those assessed to be in good to excellent health,
the rate of physician contacts increased as the years of
completed education increased.

The rate of physician contacts was inversely related to
family size, and this relationship held for both assessed
health status groups.

Blue-collar workers had lower rates of physician contacts
than white-collar or service and farm workers had.

Persons of non-Hispanic origin had higher rates of physi-
cian contacts than those of Hispanic origin had. However,
this relationship did not hold for all age groups.

Persons in the West region had higher rates of physician
contacts than persons in the other three geographic regions
had.

Persons in Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(SMSA’s) had higher rates of physician contacts than
persons residing outside of SMSA’s had.
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Characteristics related to the
contact

The focus of the previous section was on the sociodemo-
graphic characteristics of the patients involved in the contact
with the physician or physician’s assistant. In this section,
other aspects of the contact are described, such as place of
contact, the reason for going to this particular place or physi-
cian, the length of time to get to the place of contact, the
type of medical person the patient talked to or saw, the health
conditions discussed during the contact, whether the contact
involved surgery, and the seasonal and weekly patterns of
contact.

Because the rates for most of these characteristics are
related to the place of contact, this variable, rather than (as
in the previous section) the assessed health status of the patient,
will serve as the major control variable in the following
sections.

Place of contact

Table B summarizes some of the more detailed percent
distributions of physician contacts by place of contact shown
in table 6. The detailed frequencies are shown in table 7.

Most contacts with a physician or physician’s assistant
took place at a physician’s office (57.1 percent). The other
two major places of contact were at hospitals (14.7 percent)
and by means of telephone calls (14.6 percent).

Proportionately, the physician’s office was most fre-
quently the place of contact for older persons, for white per-
sons, for persons with higher family incomes, for those living
outside of central cities of SMSA’s, and among persons as-
sessed to be in good to excellent health.

Table B. Average annual percent distribution of physician contacts by place of contact, according to selected characteristics: United States, 198283

Hospital
Physician’s Emergency Company
Selected characteristic Total' office Total? room Clinic Telephone Home clinic Other
Percent distribution
Allpersons® . . . . ................ 100.0 57.1 14.7 4.0 8.1 14.6 2.0 1.1 10.6
Age
Underi8years . . .. .............. 100.0 55.6 14.2 5.8 6.6 18.2 0.7 0.5 10.8
18-44years . .... ... 100.0 55.4 15.7 5.0 8.0 14.3 0.6 1.6 12.3
45-BAYEArS . ...t e e 100.0 58.8 15.5 2.3 10.0 13.1 2.0 1.3 9.3
65yearsandover . . ... ... .. .00 100.0 60.4 2.1 15 8.0 12.5 6.8 *0.3 8.0
Race
White . .......... .. ... ...... 100.0 58.7 13.1 3.8 6.9 15.3 2.0 1.0 9.8
Black . .. ...... .. ... e 100.0 44.8 27.3 5.9 18.0 9.3 1.8 1.5 154
Family income
lessthan $5,000 . . . . .. . ... ... .. .. 100.0 47.7 18.9 54 11.0 12.5 29 1.2 16.7
$5,000-$9,999 . . .. ... ... 100.0 53.9 17.0 4.0 10.8 12.5 34 0.9 12.4
$10,000-319,999 . . . . . . . . ... 100.0 55.4 16.2 4.3 9.1 14.3 2.0 1.2 10.9
$20,000-$34,98% . . . ... ... 100.0 59.6 13.2 4.0 66 15.8 0.9 1.2 9.3
$35,0000rmore . ... ... e e e e 100.0 61.3 11.4 3.3 58 16.8 1.1 1.2 8.3
Place of residence
SMSA—<centralcity . . . ... ... ... ... 100.0 51.8 18.6 4.2 114 14.1 2.0 1.3 12.3
SMSA—outside centralcity . . . . . ... .. .. 100.0 58.2 13.5 3.6 7.4 15.9 1.6 1.1 9.6
NotSBMSA. . . . ... . . .. .. 100.0 60.6 12.7 4.4 6.0 13.2 2.5 0.8 10.2
Assessed health status
Fairorpoor . . . ... ... v 100.0 51.3 17.5 2.9 11.6 18.7 4.6 0.7 10.1
Goodtoexcellent. . ............... 100.0 59.3 13.7 4.4 6.9 14.2 1.0 1.2 10.7

'Excludes unknown place of contact.
2Includes other places in hospital.
3Includes other races and unknowns.
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Of the various groups for whom estimates are shown
in table B, the highest proportion of physician contacts at
hospitals was for black persons (27.3 percent). Proportionately,
most contacts over the telephone were for persons under 18
years of age (18.2 percent), and most contacts at home were
for persons 65 years of age and over (6.8 percent).

Reasons for choice of a particular
physician or place of contact and travel
time to the place

During 1983, NHIS included a supplement to the regular
questions on physician contacts. The purpose of the supplement
was to obtain the reasons why people chose a particular physi-
cian or place of contact and to find out how long they had
to travel to reach the place of contact. Needless to say, tele-
phone calls and home visits were not included among the
types of contacts for which the supplemental information was
sought.

Table C shows that in general the reason given most
often for a patient’s choice of a particular physician or place
of contact was “Place used for nearly all medical care”
(29.8 percent of all the reasons given). This specific reason

was given most often for all of the places of contact except
for emergency rooms, for which “emergency” was the reason
given most frequently (43.5 percent).

With regard to travel time to the place of contact, ta-
ble D shows that 38.9 percent of all contacts involved less
than 15 minutes of travel time and 5.7 percent of the contacts
involved a travel time of 60 or more minutes. Travel time
was shortest (involving less than 15 minutes) for contacts
at a company clinic (62.1 percent) and longest (involving
60 or more minutes) for hospital clinics and to other places
for outpatient care at hospitals besides the clinic or emergency
room (12.1 and 12.6 percent, respectively).

The frequencies of the physician contacts for the percent
distributions shown in tables B and C are shown in ta-
bles 8 and 9. It should be noted that because the estimates
discussed in this section are based on only 1 year of data
collection, the sampling variability of these estimates will
be relatively higher than those shown in the rest of this report.
The sampling variability of these estimates may be approxi-
mated by using the graphs shown in appendix [ and multiplying
the relative standard error by a factor of 1.4.

Table C. Percent distribution of reasons physician was chosen, according to place of contact: United States, 1983

Hospital
Physician’s Emergency Comparny
Reason physician was chosen Total® office Total room Chnic Other chnic Other
Percent distribution

Allreasons . . . ... ... .. oo 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Place used for nearly all medical care . . . . . . 29.8 33.5 23.5 13.0 27.9 25.6 16.7 20.7
Especially good for treating this condition . . . . 19.5 222 13.4 43 15.3 21.6 9.6 14.7
Convenienttohome . . . .. .......... 10.4 10.4 9.1 13.3 8.1 6.0 4.8 12.0
Convenient to work or shopping . . . . . .. .. 2.0 1.6 2.0 “1.9 1.6 *3.5 13.5 29
Referredbyadoctor . . . . ... ........ 12.2 10.3 17.2 4.9 244 13.1 *4.0 15.6
Referred by a friend or relative . . . . . .. .. 7.6 9.2 2.9 2.2 2.5 5.5 *5.5 6.3
Only place available . . . . ... ........ 2.0 1.2 3.0 5.8 2.3 *0.5 8.2 4.1
Required by health insurance plan . . . . . . .. 3.4 2.1 5.3 3.4 4.7 10.0 135 6.7
Emergency . . . ................. 3.8 1.4 13.6 43.5 2.6 *2.6 *3.1 2.8
Otherreasons. . . .. ... ... ........ 9.4 8.1 9.9 7.7 10.5 11.6 23.2 14.2

'Excludes telephone and home contacts; includes unknown place of contact

Table D. Percent distribution of physician contacts by travel time to place of contact, according to place of contact: United States, 1983

Hospital
Physician’s Emergency Company
Travel time Total' office Total room Clinic Other clinic Other
Percent distribution
Al traveltime . . .. ... .. .. ... ..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Lessthan1Sminutes . . . . .. ... ...... 38.9 40.0 31.1 44.5 24.8 29.6 62.1 415
15-19minutes . . ... ... .......... 19.3 20.1 18.5 209 17.5 17.9 *10.0 16.6
2028 minutes . . . . . . .. ... 18.7 18.7 19.7 17.1 20.9 19.9 *13.6 18.1
3044 minutes . . ... 13.6 131 16.8 12.6 19.2 15.7 7.9 12.6
4559 minutes . . .. ... ... ... .. 3.8 3.5 4.3 *1.8 5.5 *4.3 *1.0 5.0
60 minutesormore . . . . .. .. ... .. .. 5.7 4.5 9.7 3.1 121 126 *5.3 6.3

'Excludes telephone and home contadts; includes unknown place of contact.
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Type of medical person talked to or seen ble 10 shows the same estimates for a much larger group
of acute conditions, and Table 11 for a much larger group
of chronic conditions.

Hypertension was the condition discussed during more
physician contacts than any other condition (5.9 percent of
all conditions discussed). In relation to place of contact, hyper-
tension was the condition most often discussed at a physician’s
office (6.8 percent). At hospitals, deformity or orthopedic
impairments were the conditions most often discussed
(5.5 percent). The condition most often discussed over the
telephone was influenza (6.3 percent of all conditions involving
telephone calls).

Table E serves three purposes. First, it shows the percent
of physician contacts for the major types of physician (col-
umn 1). As may be noted, about 41.6 percent of all contacts
were with general practitioners. Among specialists, the highest
proportions of contacts were with internists (11.8 percent)
and pediatricians (9.2 percent).

Secondly, table E shows the proportion of contacts with
each type of physician in which the patient actually talked
to or saw the physician (column 3). Overall, about 79.2 percent
of all physician contacts involved direct contact with the physi-
cian. In other contacts the patient talked to or saw a medical
person working under the supervision of a physician.

Thirdly, table E shows that, in most cases where the Contacts involving surgery
physician was not talked to or seen, it was with a nurse
that the patient had contact (10.8 percent of all contacts—
column 5 in table E).

It should be noted that the estimates of physician contact
by type of physician and type of assistant actually talked
to or seen shown in table E do nor reflect the number of
times physician assistants were talked to or seen. The estimates
represent the number of contacts in which the patient talked
to or saw an assistant without talking directly to or seeing
the physician during the contact.

In the recent past there has been a growing tendency
to perform certain types of surgery without admitting the
person involved as an overnight patient in a hospital. “Surgery”
as used here includes the setting of bones and joints and
other related procedures. Table G shows that almost 35.8
million of these procedures were performed on an annual
basis during 1982-83. The majority (54.2 percent) of these
procedures involved operations on the integumentary system,
such as the removal of warts or moles.

Most of the estimates for the places of contacts have
large sampling errors and should be used with great caution.
Medical conditions discussed during the This is the first time such estimates have been published
contact by NHIS, and they are shown mainly to indicate the order

Table F shows the medical conditions most frequently of magnitude of such events.

discussed during physician contacts during 1982-83. Ta-

Table E. Average annual percent distribution and number of physician contacts by type of physician, and average annual percent distribution and number
of physician contacts by whether the physician was actually taked to or seen, according to type of physician: United States, 1982—-83

Physician Physician
not talked to not talked to
or seen or seen
Physician Nurse Physician Nurse
Percent talked to talked to lalked to talked to
Type of physician distribution’ Total or seen Total or seen Total or seen Total®>  orseen
Percent distribution Number in thousands

All types of physicians . . . ... ... ... 100.0 100.0 79.2 20.8 10.8 1,168,381 925,211 243,170 125,822

General practitioner . . . . . ... ...... 41.6 100.0 83.3 16.7 1.7 469,440 390,939 78,501 54,894

Internist . . . ... ... .. .. .. ... 11.8 100.0 76.2 23.8 16.5 133,143 101,401 31,742 22,012

Pediatrician . . . .. ............. 9.2 100.0 84.6 15.4 12.0 104,347 88,248 16,099 12,487

Obstetrician or gynecologist . . .. ... .. 7.2 100.0 85.5 145 8.8 81,028 69,316 11,712 7,104

Orthopedist . . . . .............. 5.1 100.0 748 25.2 43 57,612 43,115 14,497 2,498

Ophthalmologist. . . . .. ... ... .... 3.6 100.0 94.8 53 *1.8 40,751 38,614 2,137 714

SURgEON . . . - . e e e e e e 3.0 100.0 88.4 11.6 6.3 34,375 30,385 3,990 2,161

Dermatologist . . . ... ... ........ 2.1 100.0 94,7 5.3 *3.0 23,144 21,921 1,223 *687

Otolaryngologist. . . . . ... ........ 1.9 100.0 87.2 12.8 7.7 21,789 18,009 2,780 1,676

Psychiatrist . . . ... ............ 1.8 100.0 84.6 15.4 *1.5 20,066 16,973 3,093 *291

Urodlogist . . .. ... ............ 1.7 100.0 83.9 16.1 9.0 19,528 16,383 3,145 1,755

Radiologist . . .. .............. 1.6 100.0 71.2 28.8 9.8 17,802 12,676 5,126 1,740

Neurologist . . . ............... 1.1 100.0 75.4 24.6 7.0 12,157 9,169 2,988 856

Osteopath . . . ... ............. 0.6 100.0 85.6 14.4 *9.6 7,059 6,044 1,015 *875

Other and unknown specialist . . ... ... 2.4 100.0 78.2 21.8 7.3 26,664 20,838 5,826 1,934
M.D., unknown if specialist

or general practitioner . . . . ... ..... 5.3 100.0 58.9 41.1 18.9 60,053 35,377 24,676 11,320

Unknown . ... ............... - 100.0 12.2 87.8 7.7 39,423 4,803 34,620 3,018

Excludes unknown type of physicians,
Zincludes unknowns.
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Table F. Average annual percent and number of conditions involving more than 10 million physician contacts, by place of contact: United States, 1982-83

Place of contact

Place of contact

Conditions invoiving more than Physician’s Physician’s
10 milhon physician contacts Total' office Hospital Telephone  Other Total' office Hospital Telephone  Other
Acute condition Percent Number in thousands
Influenza . . .. ... Lo 341 2.6 2.3 6.3 24 36,008 17,292 4,097 10,802 3,658
Commoncold . ................... 2.8 26 1.6 4.2 29 32,157 17,514 2,856 7,274 4,409
Fractures or dislocations . . . . .. ... ...... 2.1 1.9 4.0 1.0 2.1 24,453 12,296 7,202 1,683 3,127
Sprainsand strains . . . . .. ... ... .. 21 1.9 4.1 0.8 1.9 24,184 12,644 7,312 1,363 2,815
Open wounds or lacerations . . . . . ........ 2.0 1.6 5.0 0.7 1.9 23,709 10,621 8,969 1,232 2,808
Earinfections . . . ... ... ... . ....... 2.0 23 1.7 1.5 1.4 25,500 15,425 3,055 2,654 2,122
Contusions and superficial injuries . . . . ... ... 1.5 1.3 2.3 1.1 1.7 17,361 8,843 4,078 1,893 2,647
Urinary tract infections . . . . ... ......... 1.2 1.2 0.8 1.7 0.9 13,573 7,661 1,499 2,991 1,397
Delivery and other conditions of
pregnancy and puerperium . . . .. ... ... .. 1.0 0.8 1.2 1.4 0.9 12,179 6,171 2,068 2,452 1,413
Viral infections (not including
intestinal virus) . . ... .. .. ... .. ... .. 1.0 0.8 0.7 2.6 07 12,042 5,291 1,205 4,390 1,059
Bronchitis . . . ... ... ....... . ...... 1.0 1.2 0.7 0.8 0.7 11,489 7,798 1,166 1,486 1,011
Chronic conditions
Hypertension . . . . ... ... ........... 5.9 6.8 4.1 4.0 6.4 69,088 44,742 7,379 6,866 9,773
Deformity or orthopedic impairments . . . . . .. .. 5.1 5.1 55 3.7 5.8 59,205 33,863 9,778 6,353 8,836
Athritis . . . . . ... ... ... L. 3.8 4.1 3.1 33 3.6 44,167 27,315 5613 5,595 5,445
Diabetes . . ..................... 2.6 2.7 23 2.2 3.2 30,725 17,865 4,043 3,744 4,851
Asthma . . ... ... ... .. ... . .. ... . 25 29 1.8 1.9 2.0 28,964 19,315 3,221 3,202 3,015
Ischemic heartdisease . . . . ... ......... 18 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 21,287 12,077 3,254 3,046 2,725
Dermatitis . . . .. ... .............. 1.0 1.1 0.6 1.2 0.9 11,485 6,978 1,027 2,126 1,327

"Includes unknown place of contact,

Table G. Average annual percent distribution and number of operations performed on persons who were not overnight patients in a short-stay hospital
by site or type of operation, according to place of operation: United States, 1982—83

Physician's Physician’s
Site or type of operation Total office Hospital Total’ office Hospital
Percent distribution Number in thousands

Allsitesandtypes® . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... . 100.0 100.0 100.0 35,824 18,920 12,647
Eye . .. . 3.5 *2.1 *5.2 1,018 *312 *573
Ear . .. .. . 2.8 2.3 *3.1 814 *331 *338
Nose, mouth, andpharynx . . . .. .. ............. 7.7 8.2 8.2 2,213 1,199 897
Cardiovascularsystem . . . ... ... ............. 4.6 *0.5 *5.4 1,335 *78 *590
Digestivesystem . . . . ... ... . . .... .. ....... 2.9 2.3 *2.8 836 *339 *311
Femalegenitalorgans . . . . .. .. ... ........... 3.8 *3.7 *4.3 1,107 *533 *469
Musculoskeletal system . . ... ... ... ......... 15.3 13.3 18.4 4,432 1,935 2,027
Integumentary system . . .. ... ... ... ..... L 54.2 62.4 47.8 15,654 9,083 5,249
Othersitesandtypes . . . ... ... .............. 5.1 *5.2 *4.9 1,480 *753 *543
Unknowntypeorsite . . . ... ... .............. 6,937 4,360 1,662

'Includes afl places of contact.
2Excludes unknown type or site of operation

Seasonal and weekly patterns of contact

Figure 8 shows the seasonal pattern of the average number
of physician contacts per day during 1982-83. The rates were
calculated by dividing the average number of contacts for
each month for 1982 and 1983 and dividing by the number
of days in the month. As such, compensation is made for
differences based on the number of days in 2 month.

As may be noted, most physician contacts on a per-day
basis were made in February and April and least in July
and December. Most of this seasonal variation is related to
visits at a physician’s office, since the curve for ambulatory

14

physician contacts at hospitals shows less seasonal variation.

The estimates upon which figure 8 is based can be found
in table 12.

Figure 9 shows the average annual number of physician
contacts for 1982 and 1983 by the day of the week. Proportion-
ately more contacts took place on Monday and Friday; the
fewest over the weekend. A similar pattern is found regardless
of whether the contact took place at a physician’s office or
a hospital.

More detail regarding more specific places of contact
may be found in table 13.
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Number of times persons
contacted a physician during
the past year

The estimates discussed to this point have been based
on information related to each physician contact during the
2 weeks preceding the interview. In this and the next section
the unit of description is people rather than physician contacts.
In this section, people are described in terms of whether
they were relatively frequent or infrequent users of physician
services during the year preceding interview. In the next sec-
tion, they are described in terms of the interval since they
last talked to or saw a physician or an assistant working
under the supervision of a physician.

Table H shows the percent of persons who had 10 or
more physician contacts during the year preceding interview
in terms of several characteristics. In relation to age, sex,
race, family income, and assessed health status, the highest
percents of persons with 10 or more physician contacts in
the year were children under the age of 5 years who were
assessed in fair or poor health (37.3 percent), and persons
in families with an annual income of $35,000 and over who
were assessed to be in fair or poor health (34.6 percent).
Those with the lowest percent of persons with 10 or more
physician contacts during the year were males assessed to
be in good to excellent health (4.7 percent).

Tables 14 and 15 show the estimates of persons by their
annual number of physician contacts in more detail and for
more sociodemographic characteristics than are shown in
table H.
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Table H. Average annual percent of persons with 10 or more physician
contacts during the past year, by assessed health status and selected
characteristics: United States, 1982—83

Assessed health status

Fair or Good o

Selected characteristic Total poor excellent
Percent

Allpersons’ . . . .. ... ......... 9.1 28.7 6.6
Age

UnderiByears . . . ... ... ...... 5.6 25.9 5.0

UnderSyears . .. ........... 9.6 37.3 8.8

184d4years . ... ............ 8.8 287 7.6

45-Bdyears .. .. ... .. 10.8 29.6 5.8

65yearsandover . ... ......... 16.5 28.3 9.0
Sex

Male. .................... 6.8 25.8 4.7

Female .. ................. 11.2 30.9 8.4
Race

White . .. ... .. ... ........ 9.2 29.0 6.8

Black . ... ................ 9.0 27.1 5.2

Family income

Lessthan $5,000 . . . ... ... ... .. 13.4 30.3 8.1

$5,000-$9,999 . ... ... ... ... .. 12.1 28.3 7.4

$10,000-%19,999 . . . . . ... ... ... 9.0 27.3 6.3

$20,000-$34,999 . . . . ... .. ... .. 8.2 29.0 6.8

$350000rmore . .. o.o. .. e .. 7.7 34.6 6.6

includes unknown family income and other races.



Time interval since persons last
contacted a physician

Tables 16 and 17 show estimates of the percent and
number of persons by various time intervals since they last
talked to or saw a physician or his or her assistant by assessed
health status and sociodemographic characteristics. These re-
sults are summarized in table J.

The group shown in table J with the largest percent of
persons who had contact with a physician within the past
year (and correspondingly, the lowest percent of persons who
did not have such contact in 5 or more years or ever) were
children under the age of 5 years. Males assessed to be in

good to excellent health constituted the lowest percent of
persons (68.0 percent) who had at least one physician contact
during the year preceding the interview.

It should be noted that whereas all of the estimates dis-
cussed prior to this section of the report excluded physician
contacts while a person was an overnight patient in a hospital,
the estimates related to the interval since last physician contact
included any hospital stays (and therefore implied contact
with a physician) the person may have experienced during
the year preceding the interview.

Table J. Average annual percent of persons who had contacted a physician within the past year and percent of persons who had not contacted a
physician in more than 5 years, by assessed health status and selected characteristics: United States, 1982-83

Interval since last physician contact

Less than 1 year

5 or more years, or never

Assessed health status

Assessed health status

Fair or Good to Fair or Good to
Selected characteristic Total poor excellent Total poor excellent
Percent’

Alpersons® . . . . . ... e 75.1 88.5 73.3 38 2.0 4.0
Age

Under18vyears . . ... ... .. ... ... .couue.... 785 91.1 78.0 1.8 *0.9 1.8

UnderSyears . .. .. .. ... ... ... .o, .. 921 97.3 91.9 0.2 - 0.3

18-ddyears . ... ... .. e e e 715 85.4 70.6 4.0 1.9 4.1

45-B4years . ... . e e e e 73.8 88.3 70.0 5.6 2.2 6.5

65yearsandover . ... ... ... ... 0. 82.1 90.4 77.9 4.9 2.0 6.4
Sex

Male. ... .. ... ... e 69.9 85.3 68.0 5.0 2.9 5.3

Female . . ... ... ... . ... . . . ... e, 79.9 91.0 78.3 2.7 1.3 29
Race

White . .. ... . o e e e 75.4 88.8 73.8 3.8 2.0 4.0

Black . ... .. .. .. e e 74.2 87.9 71.1 36 1.7 4.0

Family income

Lessthan$5,000 . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ..., 77.9 87.3 74.8 4.2 24 4.7

$5000-$9,8999 . . .. ... ... L e e 75.1 87.7 71.3 4.6 2.3 5.3

$10,000-$19,989 . . . .. ... ... L 73.4 88.1 71.2 42 2.2 4.5

$20,000-834,999 . . . ... ... ... ... ... 75.4 90.1 74.4 3.3 1.2 3.4

$3500000MOre . . . v vt it e e e e 7.7 92.7 77.0 26 0.9 2.7

'Excludes unknown interval.
ZIncludes unknown family income and other races.
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Table 1. Average annual number per person per year and number of physician contacts by age and selected health characteristics: United States,

1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population The survey design, general quahfications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given In

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Under 18 years

18—44 45-64 65 years
Selected health characteristic All ages Total Under 5 years years years and over
Number per person per year
Total' . L. e 5.1 4.3 6.7 4.6 5.9 7.7
Assessed health statuses

Goodtoexcellent . . . ... . ........  _....... 4.2 4.0 6.4 4.1 4.2 5.5
Excellent . . .. ... ... ... . ... ... .. ... 3.2 3.3 53 3.1 2.8 3.7
Verygood . ... .. ... ... ... 4.5 4.6 7.4 4.5 4.0 5.2
Good . ... ... o o e 5.6 5.0 8.0 5.6 5.6 6.6

Fairorpoor . . . ..... .. ... ... o 124 129 17.8 12.6 12.6 11.9
Fair .. . ... .. L oL Lo 9.7 10.9 15.9 10.4 9.1 9.3
Poor . . . ... 19.1 26.0 28.2 22,6 19.2 17.0

Limitation of activity due to chronic conditions? )

Limitedinactvity . . . . ... .. ... ... . ..., 11.8 10.4 19.9 12.0 12.2 11.6
Unable to perform major activity . . . . ... ... ... ........ 17.3 21.9 21.1 20.0 17.5 14.7
Limited in kind or amount of major activity . . .. ... ... ... 10.7 10.0 229 9.7 10.1 12.7
Limited notheractivity . . . . ... .. ........  ..... 8.7 8.9 12.6* 9.3 8.4 8.4

Nottimited inactivity . . . . ... ... ... ... ............. 4.0 4.0 6.6 3.8 37 4.9

Bed-disability days in past 12 months

None . . ... ... ... ... . L L. 2.9 24 4.2 2.5 3.2 46

1=7days .. . .o 55 5.0 7.8 5.2 6.6 9.0

B-30days. . ... ... ... e 11.9 10.8 14.4 11.7 12.6 13.4

3tdaysormore . .. .. .. .. e e 21.5 17.6 18.5 20.7 233 21.3

Hospital episodes in past 12 months®

None . ... ... .. . . ... e 4.3 4.0 6.3 4.0 46 5.7

Tepisode . . . .. ... o L 10.3 8.6 10.1 8.6 12.8 12.5

2episodes . .. .. ... e 19.9 18.7 19.6 19.1 21.4 19.8

depisodesormore . . . . ... .o L e 27.4 22.2 22.0 24.1 28.6 30.5

Hospital days in past 12 months®

None . . .. . ... e 4.3 4.0 6.3 4.0 46 5.7

1—ddays ... .... . ... ... L. 9.2 8.3 11.0 8.0 12.2 11.2

5-9days . ... ... e 11.9 11.2 10.6 10.8 12.5 18.3

10-24days . ... .. .. .. ... o 171 15.9 16.1 16.3 18.1 171

25days ormore . . ... ... L. e 25.4 17.6 16.8 24.9 28.7 24.7

Number in thousands
Total' L e 1,168,381 266,571 117,636 442,628 262,491 196,691
Assessed health statuses

Goodtoexcellent . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 842,728 239,520 107,857 365,452 146,001 91,755
Excellent . . . ... .... ... L. 284,136 107,807 50,283 129,596 31,718 15,015
Verygood . ... .. ... .. ... 258,296 71,262 32,484 120,216 41,492 25,325
Good . ... e 300,296 60,451 25,090 115,640 72,790 51,415

Fairorpoor . . . .. .. ... .. L 316,520 24,371 8,659 74,942 114,256 102,952
Fair . ... ... L o 176,283 17,871 6,569 50,334 54,759 53,319
Poor . ... e 140,237 6,500 2,090 24,608 59,496 49,633

Limitation of actwvity due to chronic conditions?

Limited inactivity . . . . ... ... ... ... ..., 386,679 33,238 7,400 101,564 130,909 120,969
Unable to perform major activity . . . . . .. .. ... ...... 147,626 4,706 1,834 39,724 63,653 39,542
Limited in kind or amount of major activity . . . .. ... ... .. ... 151,564 19,747 4,405 37,396 45,208 49,213
Limited in other activity . . . ... .. ... ..... ...... 87,490 8,784 *1,160 24,443 22,049 32,214

Not limited inactivity . . .. ... ... ... .. ..., .. 777,421 238,699 115,749 338,271 124,450 76,002

Bed-disability days in past 12 months

None . ..................  L...... ..., 365,159 74,968 36,869 126,128 89,106 74,957

1-7 days S 410,419 127,070 56,272 179,608 66,490 37,251

8-30days. . .............. ... ... 237,885 53,960 20,553 89,702 51,846 42,377

3ldaysormore . ... .. ..., .. ... ..., 138,400 8,214 2,819 43,015 50,301 36,870

See footnotes at end of table
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Table 1. Average annual number per person per year and number of physician contacts by age and selected health characteristics: United States,

1982-83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix lI]

Under 18 years

18—44 45-64 65 years
Selected health characteristic All ages Total Under 5 years years years and over
Hospital episodes in past 12 months® Number in thousands
None .. ... ... ... e 875,661 235,798 103,164 340,984 180,811 118,068
1epISOUe . . . . e e e e e e e e e 191,727 22,345 10,113 72,520 50,829 46,033
26PISOAES . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e 64,547 6,032 3,150 19,909 19,170 18,437
Bepisodes Ormore . . . . v v v v v i e e e e e e e 36,446 2,397 1,208 9,215 11,681 13,154
Hospital days in past 12 months®

NOME . . . e e e e e e e 876,030 235,827 103,164 341,199 180,860 118,144
T=4daYS . . v e e e e e e e e e e s 98,887 15,470 7,077 45,392 22,122 15,903
5-9days . ... e e 75,316 7,819 3,707 28,204 20,044 19,249
10-24days . - . ot e e e e e e e e 72,923 4,890 2,430 18,578 23,150 26,305
25dayS OrmOre . . . v v v i ittt e e e e e e 45,225 2,564 1,258 9,255 16,315 17,091

‘Includes unknown health status and bed-disability days in past 12 months.

?Based on 1983 data only.
Excludes physician contacts during hospitalization.
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Table 2. Average annual number of physician contacts per person per year by race, sex, assessed health status, and age: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in
appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

All races’ White Black
Assessed health status and age Both sexes  Male  Female Bothsexes Male  Female Both sexes Male Female
All assessed health statuses?® Number per person per year
Allpersons . . .. . . . . . e e e 5.1 4.4 5.8 5.2 4.5 5.9 4.6 3.7 5.3
Under18years . . . . .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ... 4.3 4.3 4.2 4.5 4.6 4.5 3.0 2.8 3.3
UnderSyears . . ... ... .. ... 6.7 6.9 6.5 7.2 7.5 6.8 5.0 4.5 5.4
B-9years . . . .. ... e e e 3.6 3.7 3.5 3.9 4.0 3.8 2.3 27 1.9
10-14vyears . .. . ... ... e 3.1 3.0 3.2 33 3.2 3.3 2.2 1.8 2.5
16-17years . . . . . . . .. e 3.2 3.0 3.5 3.5 3.2 3.7 2.2 1.7 2.7
184d4years . ... ... 4.6 3.3 5.8 4.7 3.4 5.9 4.5 3.1 5.6
18-24years . . .. .. ... 4.3 2.8 56 4.4 3.0 5.8 3.6 2.4 4.7
25-34years . . . ... ... e e e 4.8 3.3 6.3 4.9 3.4 6.4 4.5 3.0 5.8
3544years . ... ... .. e 4.7 3.9 5.5 46 3.9 5.3 5.6 4.2 6.7
45-64years . . . .. ... L e e 5.9 5.3 6.5 59 5.3 6.4 6.7 6.1 7.2
45~-84years . . ... ... Lo 53 4.5 6.1 5.4 4.5 6.2 5.7 4.9 6.3
55-B4years . . .. ... e 6.6 6.2 6.9 6.5 6.2 6.7 7.9 75 8.2
B5years and OVEr . . . . . . . .. 7.7 7.2 8.0 7.7 7.2 8.0 7.7 7.6 7.9
65-74years . ... .. ... ... e e 7.3 6.6 7.8 7.3 6.7 7.8 7.5 6.7 8.0
75yearsandover . ... .. ... ...l . 8.3 8.2 8.3 8.3 8.2 8.4 8.2 9.2 7.7
Fair or poor health
Allpersons . . .. ... .. ... e 124 11.3 13.2 12.8 11.8 13.6 107 9.9 11.3
Under18years . . . .. . .. ... ... 12.9 11.8 14.1 14.6 13.8 15.3 9.0 7.6 10.6
UnderSyears . ... ... .. .. ... 17.8 16.0 20.0 20.7 18.8 23.1 12.7 10.6 15.8
5-9years. . . . .. .. L e 13.4 14.4 123 16.2 18.1 13.7 8.8 77 *10.2
10-14years . ... .. . ... 11.3 8.7 14.1 12.2 9.8 14.8 7.2 *5.6 *9.0
16~17years . . . . .. . . e e e 8.4 5.5 10.3 8.7 *5.4 10.8 7.5 *6.1 *8.6
18—44years . . . . . .. .. 12.6 10.8 14.0 13.2 11.0 14.8 109 9.9 11.5
18-24years . . . ... . ... e e 1.7 9.7 13.0 13.2 11.2 14.5 8.6 7.0 9.6
25-34years . ... .. ... ... e 13.2 11.3 14.6 14.2 11.7 16.1 10.6 9.8 11.1
35d4years . . ... ... e e 12.6 10.9 13.9 124 10.5 14.0 124 11.6 12.8
A5-B4years . ... ... e e 12.6 11.8 13.2 12.9 12.1 13.6 1.5 10.9 11.9
45-54years . .. ... .. ... e 12.2 10.6 13.5 13.0 11.1 14.6 10.3 9.4 10.8
S55-B4years . ... .. ... e 12.8 12.6 12.9 12.8 12.7 12.9 124 12.0 12.7
B5years and over . . . . . . ... i e e 11.8 114 12.4 121 11.3 12.7 10.4 10.0 10.7
B5-74vyears . ... ... .. ... 11.6 10.2 12.7 11.9 10.5 13.0 9.9 8.7 10.7
75yearsandover . ... ... ... ... oo 12.4 12.7 12.2 12.5 12.8 12.3 1.3 12.3 10.6
Good to excellent health
Allpersons . . .. .. ... ... L 4.2 3.5 48 4.3 3.7 5.0 3.3 2.6 3.9
Under18years . . .. ... ... ..., ... ......... 4.0 4.0 3.9 4.3 4.3 4.2 2.7 2.5 2.8
UnderSyears . . ........... ..., 6.4 6.6 6.1 6.8 741 6.5 4.6 4.2 5.0
5-0years . . . . ... e e e 33 34 3.2 3.6 3.6 3.6 1.8 2.2 1.4
10-14years . . ... . ... e 2.8 2.8 2.8 3.0 3.0 3.0 1.8 1.6 2.1
15—=17years .. . ... ... e 3.0 2.9 3.2 3.3 3.2 34 1.8 1.4 2.2
1844 vyears . . .. .. e e e 4.1 2.9 5.2 4.2 3.0 5.3 3.6 2.3 4.7
18-24years .. ... ..... ... L., 3.9 2.6 5.2 41 2.7 5.4 3.2 2.1 4.2
25-34years . . .. ... .. e 4.3 2.9 57 4.5 3.0 5.9 3.7 2.3 5.0
3544 Years . . .. ... e e 3.9 3.3 45 3.9 33 4.5 3.8 2.7 4.9
45-BAVYears . ... ... . 4.2 3.7 4.6 4.3 3.8 47 3.8 35 4.0
45-B4years . . . ... ... e 4.0 3.4 4.6 4.1 3.5 4.7 3.6 3.1 4.0
856B4years . ... ... ..o e 4.4 4.1 4.7 4.5 4.1 4.8 4.1 41 4.0
65yearsandover . .. .. ... .. Lo 5.5 5.1 58 5.6 5.1 5.9 4.5 4.5 4.4
B5—74years . . . ... ..o 52 4.8 5.5 5.2 4.8 5.6 4.5 4.4 4.5
75yearsandover . . ... ... o Lo 5.9 5.6 6.1 6.1 5.7 6.3 4.4 *4.7 4.3

Includes races other than white and black.
?Includes unknown health status
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Table 3. Average annual number of physician contacts by race, sex, assessed health status, and age: United States, 198283

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninshtutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I}

All races’ White Black
Assessed health status and age Both sexes  Male Female Both sexes Male Female Both sexes Male  Female
All assessed health statuses?® Number in thousands
Allpersons . . . .. .. .. .. 1,168,381 479,772 688,608 1,022,701 425,117 597,684 124,372 46,971 77,401
Under18wyears . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. 266,571 136,680 129,891 232,919 120,858 112,061 28,786 13,398 15,388
UnderSyears . .. .. .. ... 117,636 62,061 55,575 101,975 54,673 47,301 13,911 6,353 7,558
BrOYBAIS . . - v ot i e e e e e e 57,737 30,452 27,285 51,140 26,704 24,436 5,525 3,230 2,296
1014 y8ars . . . v v it e e e e e e e 54,674 27,019 27,655 47,665 24,122 23,543 5,712 2,383 3,330
1517 YBAIS . . . v i i e e e e e e 36,524 17,149 19,375 32,139 15,358 16,781 3,637 1,433 2,204
1844 years . . .. . e e e e 442,628 156,185 286,443 380,930 136,918 244,012 50,922 15,808 35,014
18-24years . . . . . . i e e e e e e e 122,346 39,807 82,539 105,817 34,817 71,000 13,987 4,278 9,709
25-34Years . . . . .. .. e e 187,552 62,955 124,597 162,603 55,571 107,033 20,491 6,122 14,369
B54YBAIS . . . i it e e e e e e e e 132,729 53,423 79,306 112,510 46,531 65,979 16,445 5508 10,936
45-BAYEAIS . . . . i e i e e e e 262,491 111,812 150,678 230,491 99,284 131,207 28,200 11,264 16,936
A5-54YRAIS . . . . L. 118,218 47,932 70,286 103,736 42,434 61,301 12,803 4,868 7,935
B5-B4years . .. .. ... e e 144,273 63,880 80,393 126,755 56,849 69,906 15,397 6,396 9,001
BS5yearsandover . . ... ... . e 196,691 75,095 121,597 178,361 68,058 110,303 16,464 6,400 10,063
B5—TAYEAIS . . v v v i vt e e e e e 116,466 45,907 70,558 105,224 41,770 63,454 10,046 3,739 6,308
75years and OVEr . . . . . v v it e 80,226 29,187 51,038 73,137 26,288 46,850 6,418 2,662 3,756
Fair or poor health
AllPEISONS . . v v v v v i e e e e e e e 316,520 127,221 189,299 259,108 106,207 152,901 51,257 19,334 31,923
Under18vyears . . . . . . . . . i i i i it i i i 24,371 11,361 13,010 18,534 8,917 9,618 5,066 2,236 2,830
UnderSyears . .. ... ..., 8,659 4,396 4,263 6,738 3,459 3,279 1,744 856 887
B=0years. . .. ... i e e e e e e 6,352 3,716 2,637 5,064 3,101 1,963 1,265 *614 *651
10-14y8ars . . . o o i i i e e e e e e 5,908 2,352 3,556 4,297 1,788 2,509 1,146 *462 *684
T5—17 YBAIS .« v v v i e i e e e e e e e 3,451 897 2,554 2,435 *568 1,867 911 *303 *608
184 Years . . . . . e e e e 74,942 27,155 47,786 55,980 20,648 35,332 16,182 5,598 10,584
18-24years . . . . o i i i e e e e 14,979 4,840 10,139 11,572 3,817 7,755 3,002 967 2,035
25-34yearS . . . . .. e e e e e 27,853 10,080 17,773 21,277 7,796 13,481 5,681 1,979 3,702
B544YRArS . . . . e e e e e e 32,110 12,2385 19,875 23,130 9,035 14,096 7,500 2,653 4,847
A5BAYEArS . . . L. e e e e e e e 114,256 48,765 65,491 94,358 41,292 53,065 18,232 7,040 11,192
45-54years .. ... e e e e 42,987 16,556 26,431 35,333 13,869 21,464 7,191 2,660 4,531
BEBAYRAIS . . . . v e e e e e e e e 71,269 32,208 39,061 59,025 27,424 31,602 11,040 4,380 6,661
65yearsand OVEr . . . . . . ..ttt i e e 102,952 39,940 63,012 90,235 35,349 54,886 11,777 4,460 7,317
B5-74Years . . . . . . i it e e e e 60,585 23,773 36,813 52,951 21,210 31,742 7,152 2,511 4,642
75years and OVEr . . . . . . it ii e e e 42,366 16,167 26,199 37,284 14,140 23,144 4,625 1,949 2,676
Good to excellent health

AllPersons . . . . . . . . i it i e e 842,728 348,132 494,596 755,652 315,024 440,628 72,030 27,209 44,821
Under18years . . . . .. ... . ittt 239,520 123,876 115,644 212,081 110,657 101,424 23,370 11,030 12,340
UnderSyears . ... .. ... v, 107,857 57,044 50,812 94,197 50,621 43,576 12,114 5,497 6,618
B-gyears . . . . ... e e e e 50,715 26,336 24,378 45569 23,309 22,260 4,098 2,510 1,588
1014 YRAIS v v o e et e e e e e 48,221 24,416 23,806 42,931 22,083 20,848 4,458 1,921 2,538
16—17vyears . . . . .. . e e e e e e 32,727 16,080 16,647 29,385 14,644 14,740 2,699 1,103 1,596
1844 Years . . . . . i e e e e e e e 365452 127,891 237,562 322,811 115,176 207,635 34,646 10,264 24,381
1824 YRaIS . . . . . i i it e e e e e e e e 106,790 34,571 72,219 93,689 30,603 63,085 10,963 3,312 7,652
25-B4VYears . . .. ..t e 168,776 52,391 106,386 140,449 47,336 93,113 14,764 4,097 10,667
B544YRAIS . . . . i e e e e e e e e e e e e e 99,886 40,929 58,957 88,673 37,237 51,436 8,918 2,856 6,063
A5-BAYRArS . . . . e e e e e e e 146,001 62,042 83,958 134,213 57,132 77,081 9,734 4,156 5,577
A5-54years . . . ... .. e e e e e e e 74,209 30,910 43,299 67,560 28,193 39,367 5,486 2,168 3,318
B5-64years . ... . . .. e e 71,791 31,132 40,660 66,653 28,939 37,713 4,247 1,988 2,259
B5yearsandover . .. ... ..o e e 91,765 34,324 57,432 86,547 32,059 54,488 4,281 1,758 2,622
B5-TAYEarS . . . . . . i i i e e e e 54,893 21,680 33,214 51,444 20,167 31,277 2,736 1,166 1,569
75years and OvVer . . . .. .. i e e e e 36,862 12,644 24,218 35,103 11,892 23,211 1,545 *592 953

'Includes races other than white or black.
Includes unknown health status.
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Table 4. Average annual number per person per year and number of physician contacts by age, assessed health status, race, and family income:

United States, 1982—-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized
appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix iI]

population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

Assessed health status, Under 18 18—44 4564 65 years Under 18  18-44 45-64 65 years
race, and family income All ages years  years years andover All ages years years years and over
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES'
All races? Number per person per year Number in thousands
Allpersons® . . . . ... ... .. ... 51 4.3 4.6 5.9 7.7 1,168,381 266,571 442,628 262,491 196,691
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . .. .. ... ... ..., 6.6 5.0 6.4 8.0 8.1 104,052 20,739 40,572 16,748 25,993
$5,000-89,999 . . .. ... ... L 5.9 3.9 5.4 7.6 7.8 155,268 27,212 48,574 30,558 48,914
$10,000-814,999 . . . . . ... ... ... 5.1 3.3 4.5 7.0 7.5 133,422 24,062 47,425 30,587 31,348
$15000-$19,999 . . . ... ... ... 4.8 4.0 44 5.8 7.0 134,406 32,057 54,246 29,213 18,889
$20,000-$24,999 . . . .. ... ... 5.1 4.8 46 5.8 8.0 126,490 35,551 51,679 26,202 13,058
$25,000~834,999 . . . . ... ... 4.8 4.4 45 5.4 7.8 191,609 52,476 82,797 42,241 14,094
$35,000-$49,999 . . . .. ... ... ... L. 5.0 4.9 4.5 5.5 8.6 138,326 38,092 56,174 34,752 9,308
$50,0000rmore . . ... ... 5.3 52 4.7 5.7 9.5 73,902 18,393 28,150 21,546 5,812
White
Allpersons® . . ... ... ................ 52 45 47 5.9 7.7 1,022,701 232,919 380,930 230,491 178,361
Lessthan$5,000 . . .. .. ... ... ............ 6.7 6.3 6.4 7.6 7.9 71,849 12171 28,884 10,774 20,019
$5,000-89,999 . . .. ... ... 6.2 4.6 5.5 7.4 7.9 127,163 22,028 38,157 23,310 43,669
$10,000-$14,999 . . . . ... ... ... L. 5.2 3.6 4.4 7.2 7.6 114,294 19,799 38,366 27,023 29,105
$15,000-$19,999 . . . ... .. ... ... ... ..., 5.0 4.4 4.5 5.9 741 120,433 28,935 47,434 25,719 18,345
$20,000-$24,999 . . . .. ... ... L. 5.2 5.1 47 5.6 7.8 115,894 33,408 46,851 23,658 11,977
$25000-$34,899 . . . ... ... L. 5.0 4.6 4.6 55 7.9 178,681 48,740 76,486 39,848 13,607
$35000-849,999 . . . . . . ... ... ... 5.0 5.0 4.4 5.6 8.9 128,663 35,744 50,809 32,830 9,180
$50,0000rmore . ... ... 5.3 5.2 4.6 5.7 9.6 69,589 17,231 25,937 20,714 5,707
Black
Allpersons® . . . . .. ... 4.6 3.0 4.5 6.7 7.7 124,372 28,786 50,922 28,200 16,464
lessthan 85,000 . . . . ... ........ ... ....... 6.3 4.3 6.5 9.2 8.7 29,555 7,638 10,737 5,605 5,575
$5,000-89,999 . . . .. ... ... .. .. 5.0 2.5 5.1 9.1 7.4 25,323 4,772 9,130 6,759 4,662
$10,000-814,999 . . . . . .. .. L. 4.4 2.7 4.8 6.2 7.8 16,831 3,880 7,511 3,304 2,136
$15000-819,998 . . . . . .. ... ... L. 3.8 2.7 3.8 59 *5.0 12,134 2,922 5,725 3,058 *429
$20,000-$24,999 . . ... ... .. 4.3 27 4.0 6.7 12.0 8,797 1,751 4,051 2,181 815
$25,000-834,999 . . . .. ... ... 3.5 3.2 35 4.0 *6.0 9,654 2,868 4,672 1,783 *330
$35,000-$49,999 . . . ... ... ... 4.7 3.7 5.3 4.7 *4.0 6,750 1,606 3,712 1,331 *101
$50,0000rmore . . ... ... 5.3 6.3 *4.0 6.9 6.4 1,980 *603 *784 *541 *51
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
All races?
Allpersons® . . . . .. ... .. 12.4 12.9 12.6 12.6 11.9 316,520 24,371 74,942 114,256 102,952
Lessthan$5,000 . . . .. .. ... ... . ... .. ..... 121 11.7 14.8 11.4 11.1 46,077 3,804 13,107 13,081 16,084
$5,000-89,999 . . .. ... ... 11.2 10.5 10.9 11.3 11.3 65,608 4,303 12,421 20,518 28,365
$10,000-8$14,999 . . . . .. ... ... 127 12.1 12.1 14.0 12.0 49,552 3,112 11,073 18,377 16,990
$15,000-8$19,999 . . . . . ... ... L. 12.5 11.2 12.7 13.0 12.0 36,628 2,334 8,809 15,286 9,198
$20,000-$24,999 . . . .. . ... L ... 13.7 21.2 12.5 11.8 159 25,051 3,288 6,378 9,312 6,073
$25,000-$34,999 . . . . ... ... 13.2 14.9 11.6 13.8 13.2 28,814 2,892 6,968 13,370 5,584
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . .. ... .. 15.8 20.3 17.2 14.1 15.3 18,003 1,848 5,797 6,802 3,555
$50,0000rmore . .. ... ... 194 *218 18.2 20.2 18.4 9,262 *786 2,131 4,394 1,951
White
Allpersons® . . . ... ... ... ... ... 12.8 14.6 13.2 12.9 12.1 259,108 18,534 55,980 94,358 90,235
Lessthan$5000 . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ... 12.3 11.1 16.6 11.5 111 29,888 1,746 8,210 7,982 11,951
$5,000-$9,999 . . .. ... ... ... ... 11.3 12.2 11.2 10.9 115 51,653 3,037 8,683 15,013 24,920
$10,000-814,999 . . . . . .. ... ... .. 13.0 13.8 111 14.8 12.4 41,425 2,466 7,436 16,134 15,390
$15000-819,999 . . . . . .. ... L. L. L. 13.0 13.5 135 13.3 12.2 32,547 2,166 8,165 13,439 8,776
$20,000-824,999 . . . .. ... ... 13.9 21.9 12.8 12.0 15.8 21,719 3,065 5,225 8,151 5,277
$25,000-$34,999 . .. ... ... ... .. ... ... 13.9 15.4 12.8 14.3 13.7 26,569 2,428 6,282 12,475 5,384
$35000-$49,999 . . . ... ... ... ... ... 16.4 22.9 17.5 14.8 16.0 16,524 1,767 4,838 6,393 3,525
$50,000 0rmore . . .. ... ... 188 *203 15.1 20.5 18.5 8,231 *648 1,423 4,234 1,925

See footnotes at end of table
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Table 4. Average annual number per person per year and number of physician contacts by age, assessed health status, race, and family income:
United States, 1982-83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in
appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11)

Assessed health status, Under 18 18—44 4564 65 years Under 18 16—44 4564 65 years
race, and family income All ages years years years andover All ages years years years  and over

FAIR OR POOR HEALTH—CON.

Black Number per person per year Number in thousands
Allpersons® . . . . . . i e 10.7 9.0 10.9 115 10.4 51,257 5,066 16,182 18,232 11,777
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . . ... ... 11.4 10.2 12.5 11.3 11.0 14,846 1,588 4,508 4,807 3,944
$5,000-$9,999 . . ... ... e 10.7 8.0 10.5 12.8 9.7 13,041 1,190 3,625 5,094 3,232
$10,000-$14,999 . . . . . . . .. e 11.5 *8.6 13.8 1.1 10.2 7,357 *621 2,994 2,167 1,574
$15,000-$19,999 . . . . . .. .. i e e 10.6 4.2 11.0 12.1 *10.1 3,777 *168 1,455 1,820 *334
$20,000-$24,999 . . . . . ... e 1.9 *17.2 11.3 107 *14.2 2,784 *223 990 987 *584
$25000-$34,999 . . . . . ... e e 77 156 *6.7 *7.5 *4.2 1,695 *390 *686 *523 *96
$35000-$49,999 . . . . . ... ... e 9.4 *5.1 *14.1 6.7 *4.3 821 *56 *534 *201 *30
$50,0000rmMOre . . . . i i i e e e e e e e e *19.8  *43.0 *12.1 *26.0 *13.0 *376 *86 *109 *156 *26

GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH

All races?
Allpersons® . . . . . . e e e e 4.2 4.0 4.1 4.2 55 842,728 239,520 365,452 146,001 91,755
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . . .0 i e e e 4.8 4.4 5.0 3.8 5.6 57,204 16,861 27,230 3,489 9,625
$5,000-$9,999 . . . ... .. e e e e 4.4 3.6 4.6 4.6 5.5 88,968 22,861 36,019 9,887 20,200
$10,000-514,999 . . . . . . . e 3.7 3.0 3.8 3.9 5.1 82,845 20,746 36,298 11,804 13,996
$15,000-819,999 . . . . . ..o e e e e e 3.9 3.8 3.8 3.7 5.0 96,770 29,362 43,890 13,927 9,580
$20,000-824,999 . . . . . ... e e e e e e 4.4 4.4 4.2 4.3 5.6 100,324 31,577 45,164 16,627 6,957
$25,000-$34,999 . . . . . ... e e e e e e 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.2 6.1 161,476 48,087 75,618 28,395 8,376
$35,000-849,999 . . . . ... ... e e e 4.5 4.7 4.1 4.7 6.8 119,233 35,982 50,094 27,433 5,725
BE50,000 OFMOME - v & v v v v vt e e e e e e e e e 4.8 5.C 4.4 4.8 7.7 64,364 17,418 25,960 17,125 3.861
White
All person53 ............................ 43 4.3 4.2 43 56 755,652 212,081 322,811 134,213 86,547
Lessthan 35,000 . . . . . . . o i i i it s e e e 5.0 5.0 5.1 3.9 5.6 41,616 10,402 20,461 2,792 7,961
$5,000-89,999 . . . . ... e e 4.8 4.3 4.8 4.6 5.5 74,987 18,943 29,340 8,171 18,533
$10,000-314,999 . . . . . ... e e e 3.9 3.2 3.8 4.0 5.2 71,960 17,130 30,876 10,538 13,415
$15,000-819,999 . . . . . . ... i e e e 4.0 4.1 3.9 3.7 5.1 86,949 26,434 38,768 12,279 9,468
$20,000-524,999 . . . . . .. ... e e e 4.5 4.7 4.4 4.3 5.6 93,222 29,818 41,488 15,243 6,673
$25,000-834,990 . . . ..t e e e e e e e e e e 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.3 6.2 150,875 45,843 69,992 26,950 8.090
$35,000-549,999 . . . . . . ... e e 4.6 49 4.1 4.8 6.9 111,061 33,827 45,688 25,919 5,627
$50,000 0rmMOre . . . . v vt e e e e e e e e e e e 4.8 5.1 4.4 4.8 7.7 61,083 16,393 24,455 16,453 3,782
Black
All personsa ............................ 3.3 2.7 3.6 3.8 4.5 72,030 23,370 34,646 9,734 4,281
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . i i it e e e e 4.3 3.8 4.9 *3.8 53 14,362 6,027 6,208 *673 1,455
$5,000-59,999 . . . . .. i e e e e e e e e e 3.2 2.0 3.8 4.8 4.6 12,122 3,582 5,605 1,638 1,297
$10,000-8314,999 . . . . . . . ... 3.0 24 34 34 *4.3 9,384 3,259 4,516 1,109 *500
$15000-819,999 . . . . . . . .. e e 3.0 27 3.1 3.4 *1.9 8,286 2,728 4,224 1,238 *95
$20,000-824,999 . . . . ... 32 22 33 52 86 5852 1367 3061 1,193  *231
$25,000-834,999 . . . ... 31 28 32 32 73 7877 2451 3986 1,208 234
$35,000-849,999 . . . .. ... e 4.4 3.5 4.9 4.5 *4.2 5,817 1,438 3,178 1,130 *72
$50,0000rmore . . . . v it i e e e e e e e e 4.5 *5.5 *3.6 5.4 *4.2 1,604 *518 676 *386 *25

‘Includes unknown health status.
2Includes races other than white or black.
®Includes unknown family income.
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Table 5. Average annual number per person per year and number of physician contacts by age, assessed health status, and selected sociodemographic

characteristics: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian norinstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix | Definitions of terms are given in appendix Il]

Assessed health status and

selected sociodernographic Under 18  18—44 45-64 65 years Under 18 18~44 45-64 65 years
characteristic All ages years years years and over Al ages years years years  and over
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES' Number per person per year Number in thousands
Allpersons® . . .. ... ... ......... 5.1 4.3 4.6 5.9 77 1,168,381 266,571 442,628 262,491 196,691
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . ... ........ 6.0 4.4 6.4 7.5 267,363 72,943 90,868 103,552
12years. . . ... Lo e 5.0 4.3 57 7.7 321,425 172,771 97,721 50,933
13yearsormore . . ... ....... ..... 5.5 5.1 5.9 8.1 302,910 193,979 70,732 38,199
Family size
TPerson .. .. ...l 6.8 7.9 56 7.5 8.2 173,933 1,057 68,896 37,427 66,552
2PEISONS . . . . L ... 6.3 5.3 5.4 6.4 7.5 327,424 12,520 92,762 119,902 102,250
3-4persons . ... ... ... 49 5.0 45 5.2 7.1 466,694 164,809 200,499 79,618 21,768
Spersonsormore . . ... ... ... ... ... 3.6 3.2 37 5.0 7.4 200,331 88,185 80,482 25,543 8,121
Type of occupation of currently employed
persons 18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 4.8 47 49 6.1 273,216 185,539 77,324 10,354
Bluecollar. . . . . ... ... ... .. ... 35 3.2 43 3.9 114,179 75,198 36,638 2,343
Serviceandfarm . . ... ... L., 4.3 4.1 4.5 4.7 71,440 47,368 19,504 4,568
Hispanic ongin
Hispanic. . . . ............ ...... 4.3 35 4.1 5.9 84 70,801 22,327 29,349 12,942 6,183
Non-Hispanic . . .. ... ............ 5.2 4.3 4.7 6.0 7.6 1,088,856 241,215 411,085 247,791 188,765
Geographic region
Northeast . . . ... ... ... ........... 5.0 45 4.5 5.5 71 249,663 57,898 91,163 57,185 43,416
NorthCentral . . . .. ... ............ 5.1 4.4 4.7 5.7 7.5 301,276 72,143 116,486 64,031 48,616
South . .. ... .. ... ... .. 4.9 4.0 4.2 5.9 7.7 367,882 83,956 132,958 86,440 64,528
West .. ...... ... .. ... 5.6 4.2 5.3 6.8 8.5 249,560 52,574 102,021 54,834 40,131
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . ... ... ........ 5.3 4.1 4.9 6.3 8.0 330,282 67,862 130,735 73,001 58,685
SMSA—outside central city . . . . . . . .. 5.3 4.7 4.9 6.0 8.0 495,855 118,145 193,962 110,938 72,810
Not SMSA. . . .. e e e 4.7 3.9 4.0 56 7.1 342,244 80,565 117,931 78,551 65,197
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
Allpersons® . . . . ... ... ... ... 124 12.9 12.6 12.6 1.9 316,520 24,371 74,942 114,256 102,952
Education of persons 18 years
of age or over
Lessthan12years . . . .. ... ... ...... 10.7 9.7 11.1 10.9 143,235 24,161 56,970 62,104
12years. . . . ... 12.8 12.3 127 13.3 86,348 28,207 34,442 23,699
13yearsormore . . . ... ... ... ... 18.2 19.7 19.0 16.5 57,140 21,552 20,901 14,687
Family size
fperson ... ... Lo o 13.8 *6.3 16.3 15.0 12.6 60,347 *25 9,396 20,026 30,900
2PErSONS . . . . . ... e 12.5 14.4 14.0 131 11.7 121,686 1,296 14,091 51,854 54,445
3-4persons . ... 12.0 15.4 121 11.3 1.1 89,958 14,020 31,815 30,564 13,559
Spersonsormore . .. ... ........... 11.0 10.2 11.4 11.0 11.4 44,529 9,030 19,639 11,813 4,048
Type of occupation of currently employed
persons 18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . ... ... .. ..., 12.4 12.4 12.7 9.7 33,267 15,700 15,645 1,923
Bluecollar. . . . ... ... ... ... L., 8.2 8.7 8.0 *3.6 23,103 11,936 10,781 *386
Serviceandfarm . . . . ... ... L. L. L. 8.7 9.8 7.9 8.2 16,235 7,446 6,519 1,869
Hispanic origin
Hispanic. . . . ... ... .. .. ....... 11.6 10.1 12.2 11.4 12.6 22,132 3,322 8,122 6,720 3,968
Non-Hispanic . . ... ... ... ........ 12.4 13.4 12.7 12.7 11.8 291,252 20,627 66,409 106,343 97,873

See footnotes at end of table
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Table 5. Average annual number per person per year and number of physician contacts by age, assessed health status, and selected sociodemographic

characteristics: United States, 1982-83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1l

Assessed health status and

selected sociodemographic Under 18  18-44 4564 65 years Under 18 18—44 4564 65 years
characteristic All ages years years years and over All ages years years years  and over
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH—CON.
Geographic region Number per person per year Number in thousands
Northeast . . . .. ......... .. ........ 13.0 15.0 14.6 13.0 11.6 64,192 5,350 15,528 22,651 20,663
NothCentral . .. .. .. .. ............ 123 134 12.8 12.3 11.6 72,902 5,680 17,918 25,297 24,006
South . ... ... ... . e 11.1 11.0 10.3 11.3 11.5 116,532 8,301 24,674 43,458 40,100
West . ... o e 14.9 14.3 15.5 15.8 13.6 62,893 5,039 16,821 22,850 18,183
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . ... ... .. 12.9 12.3 13.7 12.7 12.5 101,202 8,435 28,113 33,258 31,397
SMSA—outside centralcity. . . . . ... ... ... 14.3 17.4 16.0 14.1 12.8 115,995 9,208 29,496 42,699 34,692
NOtSMSA. . . . . .. e 10.3 10.0 8.5 111 10.7 99,323 6,728 17,333 38,399 36,863
GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH
Allpersons® . . . . .. . oot 4.2 4.0 4.1 4.2 5.5 842,728 239,520 365,452 146,001 91,755
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
lessthan12years . . . . ... ... .. .. .... 39 3.4 3.7 5.1 121,927 48,463 33,060 40,404
T2VYBAIS. « v v v v v v e e e e e e 4.1 38 4.3 5.6 232,892 143,446 62,599 26,847
13yearsormore . . . . .. ..o e e 4.7 4.6 4.5 6.2 244,074 171,755 49,238 23,080
Family size
TPEISOM & v v vt e it e e 5.3 7.9 5.1 4.7 6.2 112,071 1,032 59,269 17,082 34,688
2PEISONS « v v v v v v e e e e e 4.9 49 49 4.6 5.3 203,797 11,174 78,283 67,225 47,115
BAPErSONS . . . v ot e e 4.3 47 4.0 3.9 4.3 372,607 149,180 167,435 48,085 7,906
SPErsonS OFMOFE . . . v v v v v v v v e a e s 3.1 3.0 3.1 34 4.4 154,254 78,133 60,465 13,609 2,047
Type of occupation of currently employed
persons 18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . .. . .. e 4.4 4.5 4.2 56 238,614 169,221 61,147 8,246
Bluecollar. . . . . .. ... ... oo 3.1 2.9 3.6 4.0 90,245 62,819 25,470 1,956
Serviceandfarm . .. . . .. .. ..o o0 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.5 54,796 39,812 12,405 2,579
Hispanic origin
Hispanic. . . . . v o v v i i i e 33 3.1 33 3.8 52 48,051 18,714 21,029 6,120 2,188
Non-Hispanic . . .. ... ... ... ........ 4.3 4.1 4.2 4.2 5.5 789,276 218,272 342,719 139,315 88,970
Geographic region
Northeast . . . .. ..... ... ... ... .. 4.2 42 40 4.0 52 183,732 51,972 75,379 34,139 22,242
NorthCentral . ... ... ... . ... ....... 4.3 4.2 42 4.2 5.6 226,608 66,018 97,954 38,211 24,425
South . . .. ot e e 3.9 3.7 3.7 4.0 49 248,154 74,471 107,598 42,400 23,686
West .. ... i e 4.6 3.9 4.7 4.7 6.5 184,233 47,058 84,522 31,250 21,402
Place of residence
SMSA—centrafcity . . . .. ... Lo 4.2 3.8 42 4.4 5.6 226,644 58,976 102,054 38,989 26,624
SMSA—outside centralcity . . . . .. ... .. ... 45 44 43 4.4 5.9 375,889 107,549 163,485 67,441 37,424
NotSMSA. . . .. ... ... .. ... ... .. 3.8 3.6 3.7 3.8 4.9 240,186 72,995 99,914 39,570 27,707

Includes unknown health status,

Includes unknown education and whether or not of Hispanic origin.
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Table 6. Average annual percent distribution of physician contacts by place of contact according to selected sociodemographic characteristics:

United States, 198283

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninsttutionalized population The survey design, general gualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Hospital
Physician's Emergency Company
Selected sociodemographic characteristic Total’ office Total room Clinic Other Home  Telephone clinic Other
Percent distribution
Allpersons® . . . . ... ...... ....... 100.0 57.1 14.7 4.0 8.1 2.6 2.0 14.6 1.1 10.6
Age
Underi8years . . . ... .... . ......... 100.0 55.6 14.2 5.8 6.6 1.8 0.7 18.2 0.5 10.8
UnderSyears . .. ......... 100.0 54.7 13.0 4.7 6.4 1.9 0.9 20.4 *0.6 10.5
5-17years . ... ... ... ... . ... 100.0 56.4 15.1 6.6 8.7 1.8 *0.5 16.5 *0.4 11.0
184d4years . .. ... ... oo 100.0 55.4 15.7 5.0 8.0 2.6 0.6 14.3 1.6 12.3
45-6d4years . ... .. ... ... .. 100.0 58.8 15.5 2.3 10.0 3.2 2.0 13.1 1.3 9.3
65yearsandover . . ... .. ... ... ... 100.0 60.4 121 15 8.0 2.6 6.8 12.5 *0.3 8.0
Sex
Male.............. ... 0. ... 100.0 55.8 16.7 4.9 9.2 2.6 1.9 13.0 1.7 11.0
Female . ... ........ ... ... 100.0 58.1 13.3 3.4 7.4 2.5 2.0 16.7 0.7 10.2
Race
White .. . .... .. ... ... ... 100.0 58.7 13.1 3.8 6.9 2.4 2.0 16.3 1.0 9.8
Black .. ... ... 0 L 100.0 44.8 27.3 5.9 18.0 3.4 1.8 9.3 1.5 154
Other . . ... .. ... ... . ... 100.0 52.3 16 3 4.3 7.4 4.7 *1.5 11.4 0.6 17.8
Family income
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . .. . .. .. ... ... 100.0 477 18.9 5.4 11.0 2.6 2.9 125 1.2 16.7
$5,000-89,999 . . . .. ... ... ... ..., 100.0 53.9 17.0 4.0 10.8 2.2 3.4 125 0.9 12.4
$10,000-818,999 . . . . ... .. ... . 100.0 55.4 16.2 4.3 9.1 2.8 2.0 14.3 1.2 10.9
$20,000-834,999 . . . .. ... ... 100.0 59.6 13.2 4.0 6.6 2.6 0.9 15.8 1.2 9.3
$350000rmore . . ... .o e 100.0 61.3 11.4 3.3 5.8 2.3 1.1 16.8 1.2 8.3
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . .. ... ... ........ 100.0 56.5 16.3 4.8 9.1 25 3.0 12.5 0.9 10.8
12years. . . . .. ..o o 100.0 59.3 14.6 4.0 8.1 25 1.6 13.6 1.4 9.5
1Byearsormore . . . . . .. .0 o e 100.0 56.7 13.2 2.7 7.4 3.0 1.4 15.9 1.2 11.6
Family size
Tperson . . ... ... e e 1000 52.5 14.9 3.1 8.7 3.2 4.5 145 1.3 12.2
2persons . .. ... 100.0 58.5 15.0 27 9.3 3.0 25 13.2 0.8 10.0
3-4persons . ... ..o e 100.0 57.8 13.6 4.4 7.0 2.2 11 16.4 1.1 10.0
SPErsoNnS or More . . . . . . . . .. ... ... 100.0 56.9 16.6 5.9 8.5 2.2 1.4 12.6 1.3 11.4
Type of occupation of currently employed
persons 18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . ... ... .. ... ... . ..., 100.0 58.9 13.4 3.2 7.2 3.0 0.6 18.7 1.5 10.1
Bluecollar. . . . ... ... ... .. ... 100.0 59.5 15.9 7.0 6.7 2.3 *0.5 9.9 4.2 9.9
Serviceandfarm . . . ... .. ... 100.0 59.1 14.2 4.9 6.6 2.7 0.2 11.4 1.2 14.0
Hispanic origin
Hispanic. . . . . . .. ... ... ... ..., 100.0 52.7 20.7 5.0 13.4 2.3 13 8.2 2.0 15.1
Non-Hispanic . . . .. ... ... ..., ...... 1000 57.3 14.3 3.9 7.8 2.6 2.0 15.0 1.0 10.3
Geographic region
Northeast . . . .. ... ... ........ 100.0 58 0 15.9 4.3 9.5 2.1 2.7 14.0 1.2 8.2
NorthCentral . . . .. ... . ....... 100.0 554 141 3.8 7.8 2.4 1.7 16.0 1.2 11.6
South .. .. .. .. ... .. 100.0 58.0 14.4 4.4 7.4 2.6 21 14.6 0.9 10.0
West .............. ..., 100.0 56.8 14.7 3.4 8.2 3.1 14 13.5 1.1 125
Place of residence
SMSA—centraicity . . . . . ... .. ... .. 100.0 51.8 18.86 4.2 11.4 3.1 2.0 14.1 13 12.3
SMSA—outside centralcity . . . . . . ... ... ... 100.0 58.2 13.5 3.6 7.4 2.5 1.6 1569 1.1 9.6
NotSMSA. . . . ... ... ... .. ..., 100.0 60.6 12.7 4.4 6.0 2.2 2.5 13.2 0.8 10.2

'Excludes unknown piace of contact.

2Includes unknown family income and education, and whether or not of Hispanic origin
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Table 7. Average annual number of physician contacts by place of contact and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and nformation on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Hospital
Physician’s Emergency Company
Selected sociodemographic characteristic Total' office Total room Clinic Other Home  Telephone clinic Other
Number of physician contacts in thousands
Allpersons® . . .. .. it ie e 1,168,381 663,464 170,850 46,511 94,509 29,829 23,109 169,836 12,609 122,730
Age
Underi8years . . ... ... ... ......... 266,571 147,611 37,555 15,279 17,383 4,892 1,842 48,370 1,305 28,620
UnderSyears . .. ................ 117,636 64,094 15,207 5,566 7,450 2,190 1,060 23,908 672 12,330
S=17VYears . . . ... i i i e 148,935 83,517 22,348 9,713 8,933 2,702 *782 24,463 *633 16,290
1844years . ... ... ... ... 442,628 244,060 69,281 22,223 35,454 11,604 2,752 62,940 7,258 54,173
45-64years ... ... ..o 262,491 153,461 40,378 6,056 25,992 8,330 5,168 34,143 3,509 24,330
65yearsandover . . ... ............. 196,691 118,332 23,636 2,954 15,681 5,002 13,347 24,383 *536 15,607
Sex
Male. . .. .. ... e e 479,772 265,784 79,736 23,285 43,856 12,585 9,145 62,243 7,987 52,773
Female . ................ .. ..... 688,608 397,679 91,114 23,226 50,653 17,235 13,964 107,593 4,623 69,957
Race
White . . ... ... . 1,022,701 596,926 133,626 38,301 70,660 24,664 20,519 155,922 10,671 99,871
Black .. ... ... ... . .. e 124,372 55,402 33,748 7,299 22,281 4,169 2,261 11,481 1,807 19,056
Other .. ... . o . i i i it 21,308 11,136 3,476 912 1,567 997 *330 2,433 *132 3,802
Family income
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 104,052 49,379 19,613 5,579 11,385 2,649 3,003 12,978 1,231 17,342
$5,000-$9,999 . ... . ... ... .. ... 155,258 83,174 26,207 6,130 16,640 3,436 5,210 19,251 1,332 19,107
$10,000-$19,999 . . . .. .. .. Ll 267,828 147,715 43,191 11,486 24,259 7,448 5,296 38,049 3,216 29,157
$20,000-$34,999 . . . .. .. .. 318,088 188,755 41,71 12,613 20,868 8,310 2,878 50,101 3,751 29,448
$35,0000rMOFE .+ v v v v e e e e e 212,227 129,580 24,112 6,985 12,291 4,837 2,256 35,460 2,440 17,433
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
lessthan12years . . . ... ... .. ... ... 410,324 230,436 66,517 19,423 36,978 10,116 12,351 51,186 3,639 43,949
12years. . . . v i e e 322,593 190,282 46,928 12,974 26,052 7,902 4,989 43,641 4,649 30,605
i8yearsormore . . .. ... ... ..., 302,965 170,992 39,647 8,229 22,249 9,169 4,314 48,049 3,595 34,873
Family size
Tperson . ... ... e 173,933 90,825 25,851 5,382 14,987 5,482 7,778 25,152 2,292 21,145
2PEISONS « . . . vt e e e e e 327,424 190,519 48,947 8,934 30,156 9,858 8,068 43,061 2,632 32,493
FHpersons ... ... i e e 466,694 268,566 63,009 20,492 32,366 10,150 5,078 76,403 5,153 46,331
Epersonsormore . . ... ... ..o 200,331 113,553 33,043 11,704 17,000 4,339 2,186 25,219 2,632 22,761
Type of occupation of currently employed
persons 18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 273,216 160,034 36,358 8,601 19,535 8,222 1,501 42,711 3,959 27,325
Bluecollar. . . . .. .. ... ... ... .. ... 114,179 67,662 18,081 7,948 7,565 2,568 *565 11,293 4,824 11,266
Serviceandfarm . . ... ... L o L. 71,440 42,017 10,092 3,511 4,668 1,912 *136 8,080 839 9,963
Hispanic origin
Hispanic. . . ... ... ...... ... .. ..., 70,801 37,098 14,582 3,493 9,442 1,647 936 5,754 1,383 10,633
Non-Hispanic . . . ... ............... 1,088,856 621,132 155,232 42,620 84,635 27,977 21,905 162,954 11,110 111,236
Geographic region
Northeast . . .. .. ................. 249,663 143,878 39,431 10,604 23,506 5,320 6,639 34,793 3,045 20,475
NothCentral . .. .................. 301,276 166,215 42,251 11,428 23,482 7,342 5,043 48,097 3,664 34,748
South . ....... ... .. .. 367,882 212,435 52,774 16,024 27,186 9,564 7,863 53,350 3,125 36,510
West ... ... ... . .. e 249,560 140,936 36,393 8,455 20,334 7,604 3,564 33,596 2,775 30,997
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . .. ... ... ... 330,282 170,060 61,029 13,641 37,321 10,066 6,441 48,379 4,235 40,448
SMSA—outside centralcity . . . . .. .. ... ... 495,855 286,948 66,705 17,821 36,637 12,247 8,068 78,478 5,575 47,574
NotSMSA. . . ..... ... ... ... 342,244 206,456 43,116 15,049 20,550 7,516 8,600 44,978 2,799 34,707

TIncludes unknown place of contact.
ZIncludes unknown family income and education, and whether or not of Hispanic origin.
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Table 8. Number of reasons for choice of physician or place of contact by place of contact and reason: United States, 1983

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilan noninstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix . Defimtions of terms are given i appendix 1]

Hospital
Physician's Emergency Company
Reason for choice of physician Total’ office Total room Clinic Other clinic Other
Number in thousands
Allreasons . . . . .. .. . it i it 1,283,644 862,814 230,596 62,068 128,727 39,801 14,706 170,711
Place used for nearly all medicalcare . . . . . ...... 382,498 289,150 54,193 8,041 35,978 10,175 2,459 35,370
Especiaily good for treating this condition . . . . ... .. 250,014 191,465 30,994 2,680 19,727 8,588 “1,407 25,118
Convenienttohome .. . ... ...... ...... 132,927 90,082 21,012 8,229 10,405 2,378 *7086 20,517
Convenient to work or shopping . . . . . ... .. e 25,086 13,475 4,607 *1,208 1,997 *1,402 1,980 4,964
Referredbyadoctor . . . . ... .......... .. 156,203 88,701 39,724 3,050 31,461 5,213 *582 26,569
Referred by a friend or relative . . . . . .. .. ... .. 98,100 79,613 6,714 “1,342 3,188 2,184 *804 10,692
Only place avallable . . . . ... . ........ .. 25,663 10,776 6,841 3,611 3,012 *218 *917 6,977
Required by health insurance plan . . . . . . .. .. . 43,651 17,885 12,172 2,111 6,064 3,997 1,989 11,390
Emergency . .. .. ...« ... L. 49,041 12,103 31,446 27,014 3,406 *1,026 *454 4,840
Otherreason . . .. ......... ... . 120,460 69,566 22,892 4,783 13,489 4,620 3,408 24,275

TExcludes telephone and home contacts and includes unknown place of contact

Table 9. Number of physician contacts by place of contact and travel time to place of contact: United States, 1983

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninsttutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given n appendix 1]

Hospital
Physician’s Emergency Company
Travel time Total' office Total room Clinic Other clinic Other
Number in thousands
Alltraveltimes . . .. .. .. ... . ... ... ... 969,315 654,443 172,720 47,702 96,463 28,555 12,126 124,694
Lessthan15minutes . . . . . .. ... .......... 362,616 252,721 51,668 20,494 23,052 8,122 7,320 49,230
15—19minutes . . . . . ... ..o 179,340 126,798 30,772 9,620 16,253 4,899 *1,182 19,670
2029 MINULES .+ . .« . . . e e e e e e e e e e 174,519 118,205 32,729 7,886 19,400 5,443 *1,605 21,513
3044 minutes . . ... L e 127,037 82,832 27,945 5,799 17,839 4,307 *933 14,934
45-59minutes . . .. ... oL e 35,164 21,875 7,125 *840 5,107 *1,178 “112 5,952
BOminUtesS Ormore . . . . . . . . ..o 52,880 28,666 16,084 *1,426 11,190 3,468 *630 7,443
Unknown . . ... ... ............... e 37,759 23,345 6,397 1,637 3,622 *1,138 *345 5,953

*Excludes telephone and home contacts and includes unknown travel time of contact
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Table 10. Average annual percent distribution and number of conditions involved in the physician contact by whether the condition was chronic or acute
and the type of acute condition, according to place of contact: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Place of contact

Place of contact

Physician's Other Physician’s Other
Type of acute condition Total' office Hospital Telephone places Totalt office Hospital Telephone places
Percent distribution® Number in thousands
Allconditions . . . . ... .. ... ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1,168,871 660,967 178,992 171,499 151,534
Chronic conditions . . . . ... ... .. .. ... 61.5 63.8 58.4 52.7 65.2 719,054 421,499 104,526 90,403 98,859
Acuteconditions . . . ... ...l 38.5 36.2 41.6 47.3 34.8 449,817 239,467 74,465 81,096 52,675
Type of acute conditions
Infective and parasitic diseases . . . .. ... .. 4.3 3.5 3.0 9.0 3.8 50,110 23,382 5,307 15,391 5,717
Common childhood diseases . . . . . . ... ... 0.3 0.2 *0.2 1.0 *0.2 3,776 1,298 *398 1,778 *301
Intestinal virus, NOS . . . ... ... ....... 0.4 03 *0.3 11 *0.4 4912 1,816 *539 1,879 *651
Viral infections, unspecified. . . . . . ... . ... 1.0 0.8 0.7 2.6 0.7 12,042 5,291 1,205 4,390 1,059
Other . .. v i e e e e e 25 23 1.8 43 24 29,381 14,976 3,165 7,343 3,707
Respiratory conditions . . . . ... ... 0. 10.1 9.9 7.0 15.4 8.5 117,982 65,605 12,493 26,404 12,948
Commoncold . ..........covoo..no. 28 2.6 1.6 42 29 32,157 17,514 2,856 7,242 4,409
Other acute upper respiratory infections . . . . . . 19 2.0 0.8 2.8 14 21,706 13,296 1,429 4,745 2,185
Influenza .. ........ o0 341 2.6 2.3 6.3 24 36,008 17,292 4,097 10,802 3,658
Acutebronchitis. . - . . ... .. L0 o o 1.0 1.2 0.7 0.9 0.7 11,489 7,798 1,166 1,486 1,011
Pneumonia . . .. .. .. v vt 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.6 9,241 5,611 1,608 1,133 840
Other respiratory conditions . . ... ... .... 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.6 7,380 4,094 1,337 997 846
Digestive system conditions . . . ... ... ... 1.4 1.1 14 1.9 1.6 15,852 7,552 2,490 3,340 2,441
Dentalconditions . . . .. ............. 0.2 0.1 *0.2 *0.3 *0.2 2,068 948 *375 *509 *236
Indigestion, nausea, and vomiting . . . ... ... 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.4 5,657 2,560 927 1,388 *681
Other digestive conditions . . . .. ... ... .. 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.8 1.0 8,228 4,043 1,189 1,444 1,524
Injuries . . . ... e e 9.8 8.4 18.7 5.9 9.8 114,358 55,612 33,445 10,115 14,852
Fractures and dislocations . . ... ........ 2.1 1.9 4.0 1.0 2.1 24,453 12,296 7,202 1,683 3,127
Sprainsandstrains . . . .. ... ... 2.1 1.9 41 0.8 1.9 24,184 12,644 7,312 1,363 2,815
Open wounds and lacerations . . .. ....... 20 1.6 5.0 0.7 1.9 23,709 10,621 8,969 1,232 2,308
Contusions and superficial injuries . . . . . .. .. 1.5 1.3 23 1.1 1.7 17,361 8,843 4,078 1,893 2,547
Other currentinjuries . . . . . .. . ... ... 2.1 1.7 3.3 2.3 23 24,650 11,207 5,884 3,945 3,554
All other acute conditions . . . . . ... ... ... 13.0 13.2 11.6 15.1 11.0 151,515 87,316 20,731 25,846 16,716
Eyeconditons . . ........ ... ... 0.6 0.6 0.7 *0.5 *0.3 6,573 4,119 1,171 *773 *434
Acuteearinfections. . . . . ... ... ... 2.0 2.3 1.7 1.5 1.4 23,500 15,425 3,055 2,654 2,122
Otherearconditions . .. ............. 04 0.5 *0.4 0.5 *0.3 5258 3,221 *706 828 *473
Acute urinary tractinfections . . . ... ... ... 1.2 1.2 0.8 1.7 0.9 13,573 7,661 1,499 2,991 1,397
Other urinary conditions . . . .. ... .. .. .. 0.3 0.2 *0.3 *0.4 *0.3 3,030 1,429 *516 *691 *393
Disorders of menstruation . . ... ........ 0.3 0.2 *0.4 *0.4 *0.2 3,052 1,376 *653 “689 *333
Other disorders of female genital tract . . . . . . . 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.8 0.3 6,351 3,717 808 1,381 *444
Delivery and other conditions of pregnancy
andpuerperium . . . ... e e e e 1.0 0.9 12 14 0.9 12,179 6,171 2,068 2,452 1,413
Skinconditions . . ........... ..., 1.2 1.3 0.8 1.5 1.0 14,144 8,476 1,481 2,620 1,541
Acute back, spine, and neckpain . ... ... .. 0.2 0.2 *0.2 *0.1 *0.1 1,953 1,162 *312 *234 *218
Other musculoskeletal conditions . . . . .. ... 1.5 15 1.6 1.0 1.5 17,069 10,223 2,793 1,660 2,202
Headache, excluding migraine . . . ... ... .. 0.2 0.1 *0.2 *0.2 *0.4 2,160 990 341 *281 *547
Fever, NOS . . . . . .. .. .o v 0.2 0.2 *0.1 0.7 *0.2 2,677 1,141 134 1,142 *260
All other acute conditions . . . . . ... ... ... 34 34 29 4.3 3.3 39,997 22,204 5,193 7,449 4,940

Includes unknown place of contact.

2pgrcents of specific acute conditions are of all conditions, not just acute conditions.

NOTE: NOS = Not otherwise specified.
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Table 11. Average annual percent distribution and number of conditions involved in the physician contact by whether the condition was acute or chronic,
and the type of chronic condition, according to place of contact: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in
appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix If}

Place of contact Place of contact
Physician’s Other Physician’s Other
Type of chronic condition Total' office Hospital Telephone places Total' office Hospital Telephone places
Percent distribution? Number in thousands
Allconditions . . . .. ..... ..., ...... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1,168,871 660,967 178,992 171,499 151,534
Acute conditions . . . ... .. .. oL, 38.5 36.2 41.6 47.3 34.8 449,817 239,467 74,465 81,096 52,675
Chronicconditions . . . . .. .. .. ... ....... 61.5 63.8 58.4 52.7 65.2 719,054 421,499 104,526 90,403 98,859
SELECTED CHRONIC CONDITIONS
Skin and musculoskeletal
Arthritis . . . . . .. .. L oo .. 3.8 4.1 341 3.3 3.6 44,167 27,315 5,613 5,595 5,445
Gout, including gouty arthrits . . . . . ... ... .. 0.2 0.3 *0.1 *0.3 0.2 2,867 1,742 *216 *580 *302
Intervertebral disc disorders . . .. ... ... .. . 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.7 1.1 9,563 5,211 1,455 1,282 1,616
Bonespur tendonitis NOS . . . . .. . ... ... ... 0.2 0.2 *0.1 *0.1 *0.1 2,165 1,645 *209 *207 *104
Disorders of bone or cartilage . . . . .. ... ... .. 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 *0.3 3,661 1,912 *747 *565 *410
BursitisNEC . . ... . ................ 0.3 0.3 *0.4 ‘0.3 ‘0.4 3950 2,252 *685 *440 *573
Sebaceous skincyst . . . .. .. ... ... .. 0.3 0.4 ‘0.4 “0.1 *0.2 4,027 2,750 *760 *145 *373
Trouble withacne . . .. . ... ............ 0.4 0.6 *0.2 0.2 *0.2 4,777 3,759 *410 *317 *264
Dermatitis . . . . . ... . ... ... ... 1.0 1.1 0.6 1.2 0.9 11,485 6,978 1,027 2,126 1,327
Benign neoplasms of skin . . . .. ... ... ... .. 0.2 0.3 *0.2 *0.0 *0.2 2,696 1,993 *362 *79 *261
Malignant neoplasms of skin . . . . ... ........ 0.4 0.5 *0.4 *0.1 0.1 4,206 3,181 677 *220 *128
Impairments
Visual impairments . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... 0.3 0.3 *0.3 *0.2 "0.2 3,271 2,131 *522 *267 *351
Hearing impairments . . . . . ... ... ........ 0.3 0.4 *0.3 *0.1 *0.4 3,768 2,331 *583 *254 *600
Absence of extremities . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. 0.2 0.1 ‘0.4 *0.1 0.6 2,724 903 *740 120 960
Paralysis . . ... ... ... ... . 0.4 0.2 ‘0.4 *0.2 1.3 4,372 1,318 *766 *357 1,903
Deformity or orthopedic impairment . . . . .. ... .. 5.1 5.1 5.5 3.7 5.8 59,205 33,863 9,778 6,353 8,836
Cataracts . . . . . . .. .. i 0.7 0.9 0.6 *0.2 0.4 7,786 5,664 1,103 267 674
Glaucoma . . . .. .. ... . e 0.4 0.5 0.5 *0.1 0.1 4,661 3,424 839 *180 *194
Digestive
Uler . .. ... . . . . e 0.7 0.7 0.7 *0.5 0.5 7,835 4,957 1,200 *805 *783
Hernia of abdominalcavity . . . . . ... ........ 0.6 0.6 ‘0.4 *0.4 *0.5 6,437 4,206 797 *656 *700
Gastritis or duodenitis . . . . ... ... ... ... 0.2 0.2 *0.1 *0.3 *0.2 2,211 1,177 *236 *477 *321
Indigestion . . .. ... ... ... .. .. . ..., 0.2 0.1 ‘0.4 0.3 *0.1 2,180 840 642 *455 *218
Enteritisorcolitis . . . ... . ............. 0.5 0.4 *0.4 1.3 *0.2 6,095 2,791 *761 2,175 *340
Malignant neoplasms of stomach, intestines,
colon,orrectum . . . .. .. L. L . 0.3 0.2 0.5 *0.1 *0.3 2,985 1,514 814 *170 *487
Circulatory
Rheumaticfever . ... .. ... ... ......... 0.2 0.1 *0.3 *0.3 *0.3 2,352 859 *505 *545 *444
Ischemic heartdisease . . . ... ............ 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 21,287 12,077 3,254 3,046 2,725
Heart rhythm disorders . . . . . . . . ... ... .... 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.8 *0.5 7,568 4,243 1,097 1,377 *773
Congenital and other heart disease . . .. ... ... 2.1 2.0 2.3 1.7 2.6 24,279 13,208 4,093 2,932 3,994
Hypertension . . . ... . ...... ... ..... 5.9 6.8 41 4.0 6.4 69,088 44,742 7,379 6,866 9,773
Cerebrovascular disease . . . . ... .......... 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.4 “1.6 6,367 2,097 981 682 2,483
Hardening ofarteries . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 0.3 0.3 *0.1 0.4 *0.5 3,598 1,869 *191 *762 *748
Phiebitis or thrombophlebitis . . . . ... ... .. .. 0.2 0.3 *0.1 *0.2 *0.2 2,646 1,738 *239 *420 *249
Hemorrhoids . . . ... ... ... . ......... 0.3 0.3 *0.2 *0.3 0.3 3,305 1,929 *379 *472 *473
Poor circulation . . . . . .. ... .. L., 0.3 0.2 0.3 *0.1 *0.5 3,032 1,648 *457 *236 *692
Respiratory
Bronchitis . . . . ... ... o Lo o L 0.4 0.5 *0.4 *0.4 *0.1 4,614 3,113 *643 *605 *202
Asthma . . . . ... .. . . e 2.5 2.9 18 1.9 2.0 28,904 19,315 3,221 3,202 3,015
Hay fever or aliergic rhinitis without asthma . . . . . . . 1.9 26 0.5 1.1 1.3 22,228 17,247 983 1,905 2,032
Sinusitis . . . . .. ... 0.6 0.6 *0.4 0.8 0.6 6,985 4,121 *632 1,349 883
Disease of tonsils oradenoids . . . ... ........ 0.2 0.2 *0.1 *0.3 *0.2 2,375 1,352 *266 *466 *255
Emphysema . ... ................... 0.6 06 *0.4 0.5 *0.4 6,519 4,236 *755 845 *655
Malignant neoplasms of lung and bronchus . . . . . . . 02 0.1 *0.4 *0.1 *0.4 2,563 968 *676 *239 *654

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 11. Average annual percent distribution and number of conditions invoived in the physician contact by whether the condition was acute or chronic,

and the type of chronic condition, according 1o place of contact: United States, 1982-83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Place of confact

Place of contact

Physician’s Other Physician's Other
Type of chronic condition Total* office Hospital Telephone places Total' office Hospital Telephone places
Other selected conditions Percent distribution® Number in thousands
Thyroiddisorders . . . . . ... ... ... ... 0.5 04 0.5 08 0.6 6,045 2,948 832 1,420 845
Diabetes . . ... ... ... .. 2.6 2.7 2.3 22 3.2 30,725 17,805 4,043 3,744 4,851
ANBMIAS - . . .« . L e e e e e 0.4 0.4 *0.3 *0.3 0.6 4,849 2,930 *476 *567 851
Epilepsy - - - - v v i e e 04 0.2 0.9 0.5 *0.4 4,599 1,563 1,583 856 *597
Migraine headache . . . . . ... ... ......... 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.7 0.6 6,443 3,414 886 1,182 936
Othertypesofheadache . . . .. ... ... ... ... 0.3 0.3 0.2 *0.4 *0.4 3,646 1,965 *403 *662 *556
Kidneystories . . . . . .. .. ... .. 0.3 0.3 *0.3 *0.4 *0.2 3,300 1,756 615 *697 *233
Other kidney troubles . . . . . ... ... ........ 0.6 04 1.0 0.6 0.8 6,719 2,712 1,819 1,047 1,141
Bladderdisorders . . . . . .. ... ... ... ..., 04 0.4 *0.2 0.5 *0.2 4,240 2,536 *405 933 *340
Prostatediseases . . . . . ... ... ... ... 0.5 0.4 0.8 *0.3 *0.4 5,333 2,823 1,356 *517 *586
Disorder or disease of female genital organs . . . . . . 0.9 1.0 0.7 1.3 0.7 10,896 6,330 1,188 2,244 1,082
Malignant neoplasms of female breast or
genitalorgans . . . . ... ... el 0.6 0.4 1.6 *0.3 *0.5 6,782 2,631 2,860 *553 *738
Benign neoplasm of female breast or
genitalorgans . . . .. ... ... 0.2 0.2 *0.2 *0.1 *0.1 2,079 1,382 *403 *110 *184
All other chronic conditions . . . . . ... ........ 17.0 17.0 173 15.1 18.9 198,590 112,085 30,961 25,831 28,700

YIncludes unknown place of contact.
2Percents of specific chronic conditions are of all conditions, not just chronic conditions.

NOTES: NOS = Not otherwise specified. NEC = Not elsewhere classified.
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Table 12. Average annual percent distribution and number of physician contacts by the place of contact, according to the day of the week of the contact:
United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the eshimates are given in
appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I}

Hospital
Physician’s Emergency Company
Day of the week of contact Total’ Telephone  office Total room Clinic Other clinic Home Other

Percent distribution

Alldays® ... ... ... .. ... ..., 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Monday . . ................ . 20.3 18.8 21.3 18.2 15.0 19.5 19.1 20.6 16.3 20.4
Tuesday . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... ... 18.2 14.9 19.3 17.8 14.1 18.4 21.7 17.6 18.4 16.9
Wednesday . . . ... ............... 17.0 17.3 16.8 17.0 12.2 19.5 16.5 16.8 16.4 17.6
Thursday . ... ..... . ........... 17.5 16.6 17.6 17.0 12.2 18.7 19.5 17.4 16.5 18.9
Frday . . . ... .. ... ... ... ... 19.3 211 19.3 17.4 13.1 18.9 19.3 21.5 17.3 19.9
Saturday ... ... ... oL 5.7 7.7 5.0 6.9 17.6 3.1 2.5 *4.5 8.1 4.7
Sunday .. . .......... ... ... 2.0 3.5 0.7 5.6 15.9 1.9 *1.56 1.7 6.0 1.6

Number in thousands

Alldays® ... ... ... ... . 1,168,381 169,836 663,464 170,850 46,511 94,509 29,829 12,609 23,109 122,730
Monday . . ... ........ . ........ 212,563 26,965 127,716 28,538 6,394 17,021 5,122 2,368 3,356 22,962
Tuesday . . . .. ... ...... ........ 190,872 21,425 115540 27,933 6,013 16,093 5,827 2,020 3,984 19,076
Wednesday . . . .. ........ ...... 178,033 24,832 100,840 26,694 5,223 17,048 4,423 1,927 3,369 19,791
Thursday . .. . ................. 183,626 23,832 105,594 26,737 5,213 16,290 5,234 2,004 3,988 21,318
Friday . ... .............. ..... 202,425 30,301 115,409 27,244 5,586 16,474 5,184 2,477 3,560 22,443
Saturday . .... ............. .. 59,700 11,077 30,017 10,866 7,518 2,687 661 *515 1,655 5,280
Sunday ... .............. . e 21,436 5,039 4,225 8,843 6,804 1,628 411 *191 1,235 1,764

'includes unknown place
2Excludes unknown day of contact.
3)ncludes unknown day of contact.

Table 13. Average annual percent distribution and number of physician contacts by the place of contact, according to the month of contact:
United States, 198283

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in
appendix {. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Hospital
Physician’s Emergency Company
Month of contact Total' Telephone  office Total room Clinic Other clinic Home Other

Percent distribution

Almonths® . . .. . ... ... ... ........ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
January ... oo Lo o oo 8.4 10.1 8.2 8.3 7.5 8.3 9.4 *5.6 6.5 8.4
February . . ... ... ... ... ........ 8.5 8.8 8.3 9.3 10.1 8.7 10.0 9.4 5.8 8.5
March . .. ... ... ... . L. 8.8 97 8.7 8.3 79 8.3 9.1 *6.4 7.5 9.1
April . ..o s 9.2 8.8 9.5 8.5 6.3 10.2 6.2 10.7 10.8 9.2
May . .. .. .. . oo e 8.6 8.5 8.5 9.8 9.3 10.2 9.1 7.6 7.2 8.4
June. ...l e 7.9 7.8 7.9 9.1 8.5 9.8 79 9.9 6.1 6.7
July C oL 7.5 7.6 7.6 7.2 7.3 7.6 6.0 6.2 9.0 7.4
August . .. .. ... e 83 7.8 8.5 8.2 9.8 7.6 7.5 12.7 8.2 8.1
September . .. ... ... ... L. . 8.2 7.0 8.5 8.0 9.3 6.6 10.2 *4.4 9.7 8.4
October . . . .. .. ... ... . 0. 8.5 8.2 8.8 8.2 8.5 7.8 9.0 8.2 8.4 7.9
November . . . . . ... ... .. ... ... 8.3 7.6 8.4 7.8 7.3 7.9 8.1 12.3 6.7 9.6
December. . ... ... .. ... ...... 7.6 8.0 7.3 7.3 8.1 6.9 7.4 *6.4 14.1 8.2

Number in thousands

Allmonths® . . . . .. ... ... ... .. 1,168,381 169,836 663,464 170,850 46,511 84,509 29,829 12,609 23,109 122,730
January ... 88,013 14,477 48,977 12,995 3,209 7,257 2,529 *638 1,335 9,435
February . ..... ......... e 89,161 12,632 49,819 14,631 4,334 7,603 2,694 1,083 1,186 9,620
March . . . . .. .. ... 92,310 13,980 52,192 13,074 3,372 7,267 2,434 *736 1,542 10,226
April . . .. 96,779 12,682 56,669 13,284 2,689 8,923 1,672 1,236 2,210 10,399
May . .. .. ... . o 90,577 12,183 50,682 15,326 3,966 8,909 2,451 873 1,484 9,485
June. . L. 83,317 11,167 47,573 14,317 3,643 8,542 2,133 1,141 1,263 7,572
July oL 78,917 10,955 45,415 11,334 3,142 6,588 1,604 *716 1,856 8,369
August . .. .. ..o 87,445 11,243 50,696 12,819 4,207 6,608 2,004 1,466 1,687 9,137
September . . .. ... .. .. o 85,476 10,046 50,736 12,480 3,966 5,770 2,744 *511 1,997 9,438
October . . ... ... ... ... . ..., 89,601 11,752 52,764 12,901 3,640 6,838 2,423 947 1,720 8,915
November . . ... ... ............ 87,407 10,907 50,284 12,193 3,107 6,903 2,182 1,417 1,381 10,856
December. . . .. ................. 79,653 11,448 43,536 11,502 3,476 6,033 1,993 *739 2,895 9,180

'Includes unknown place of contact.
2Excludes unknown month of contact
SIncludes unknown month of contact.
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Table 14. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the number of physician contacts during the 12 months preceding interview,

according to assessed health status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83

{Data are based an household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix [}

Assessed health slatus

Physician contacts in past 12 months

Physician contacts in past 12 months

and selected sociodemographic 24 59 10 months 2-4 59 10 months
characteristic Total’ None 1 month months months  or more Total? None 1 month months months  or more
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES® Percent distribution Number in thousands
All persons" ................ 100.0 26.7 23.9 29.5 10.8 9.1 228,270 60,879 54,820 67,188 24,613 20,689
Age
Underi8years . . . ... .. ... ... 100.0 234 27.8 32.2 10.9 5.6 62,652 14,646 17,374 20,139 6,839 3,521
UnderSyears. . . ........... 100.0 10.4 19.3 41.0 19.7 9.6 17,593 1,824 3,394 7,191 3,458 1,679
1B—d4years . ... .. .0 100.0 30.3 24.6 27.1 9.2 8.8 95,785 28,930 23,553 25,859 8,793 8,458
45-B4years . ... ..o o 100.0 27.9 21.2 28.7 11.4 10.8 44,185 12,280 9,360 12,655 5,016 4,743
65yearsandover .. .......... 100.0 19.7 15.8 33.4 15.5 15.5 25,647 5,023 4,033 8535 3,965 3,967
Sex
Male. . . .. ..o v it 100.0 32.0 24.4 27.8 89 6.8 110,141 35,209 26,796 30,520 9,832 7,525
Female .................. 100.0 21.8 23.4 311 125 11.2 118,129 25,670 27,524 36,669 14,781 13,164
Race
White . ... ... ... 100.0 26.3 237 29.8 11.0 9.2 195,274 51,308 46,157 58,024 21,471 17,837
Black . ... ..« 100.0 28.4 24.7 28.2 9.6 9.0 27,109 7,681 6,674 7,620 2,606 2,445
Other . . ... ... e 100.0 32.3 25.4 26.3 9.1 7.0 5,887 1,893 1,488 1,544 536 408
Family income
Lessthan$5,000 . . ... ... ... .. 100.0 24.3 20.7 29.7 12.0 13.4 15,864 3,838 3,272 4,692 1,890 2,120
$5,000-$9,999 . . ... ... ... ... 100.0 26.6 20.9 28.5 11.9 121 26,155 6,944 5450 7435 3,100 3,145
$10,000-$19,999 . . . ... . ... ... 100.0 28.1 23.1 29.1 10.7 9.0 54,433 15,278 12,542 15800 5,819 4,877
$20,000-$34,999 . . . .. ... ... . 100.0 26.0 25.0 30.0 109 8.2 64,628 16,758 16,112 19,365 7,030 5,266
$35,0000rmore . . ... 0. e .. 100.0 23.8 26.1 31.8 10.6 7.7 41,754 9,897 10,878 13,258 4,420 3,218
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
Allpersons® . . .. ... ....... 100.0 13.6 10.0 28.2 19.6 28.7 25,599 3,455 2,538 7,155 4,975 7,283
Age
Underi8vyears . . . .. ... ... ... 100.0 115 13.5 29.7 19.5 25.9 1,880 217 253 558 366 487
Under5years. . . ... ........ 100.0 6.4 7.0 26.2 23.1 373 487 31 34 127 112 181
1844years . ... ... 100.0 16.8 1.7 2641 16.7 28.7 5,940 993 691 1,536 986 1,690
45-64Years . . ... caee i e 100.0 13.6 9.4 27.4 20.1 29.6 9,098 1,228 846 2,476 1,815 2,677
65yearsormore . . . .« ... .- 100.0 11.8 87 30.1 21.1 28.3 8,671 1,016 748 2,585 1,809 2,428
Sex
Male. . . .. .. o i i e 100.0 17.2 10.8 28.5 17.7 25.8 11,212 1,912 1,201 3,175 1,976 2,879
Female . . ...... .o veuenennn 100.0 10.8 9.4 279 21.0 30.9 14,387 1,542 1,337 3,980 2,999 4,403
Race
White .. ..... ... 100.0 13.2 9.7 27.9 20.2 29.0 20,278 2657 1,948 5620 4,060 5,842
Black . . .. ¢ i it i 100.0 15.0 11.2 29.2 17.4 27.1 4,777 711 532 1,383 826 1,286
Other ... .. ..o, 100.0 15.9 10.7 28.1 16.5 28.7 544 86 58 152 89 155
Family income
lessthan5,000. . . .. ... .. .... 100.0 15.1 103 26.8 17.5 30.3 3,809 569 389 1,011 662 1,145
$5,000-$9,999 . . ... ... ... ... 100.0 13.9 9.7 28.2 19.9 28.3 5,884 816 569 1,649 1,165 1,653
$10,000-$19,999 . . . . ... ... ... 100.0 13.5 101 28.8 20.2 27.3 6,813 918 682 1,954 1,370 1,852
$20,000-$34,999 . . ... .. ... ... 100.0 11.3 9.8 29.2 20.7 29.0 4,021 454 394 1,169 827 1,160
$35,0000rmore . .. ... e .. 100.0 8.7 79 28.2 20.8 34.6 1,618 140 127 454 335 557
- GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH
Allpersons* . . .. .. .......... 100.0 28.3 25.6 29.7 9.7 6.6 201,119 56,922 51,467 59,642 19,486 13,266
Age
Under18years . . .. .......... 100.0 23.7 28.3 32.3 10.7 5.0 60,160 14,246 16,983 19,414 6,423 2,995
UnderSyears. . ............ 100.0 10.4 19.7 41.4 19.7 8.8 16,932 1,762 3,333 6,995 3,329 1,481
1844years . ... ... e e 100.0 31.1 25.5 27.1 8.7 7.6 89,356 27,741 22,757 24,216 7,766 6,739
A5-BAYEATS . . vt h e e s 100.0 31.6 24.4 29.1 9.1 5.8 34,831 10,981 8,470 10,112 3,172 2,030
65yearsandover . ... ........ 100.0 23.6 19.5 35.2 12.7 9.0 16,772 3,955 3,258 5,901 2,126 1,502

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 14. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the number of physician contacts during the 12 months preceding interview,
according to assessed health status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutronalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the rehability of the estimates are given in
appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix If]

Assessed health status Physician contacts in past 12 months Physician contacts in past 12 months
and selected sociodemographic 24 5-9 10 months 2-4 5-9 10 months
characteristic Total’ None 1 month months months  or more Total? None 1 month months months  or more
GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH—CON.
Sex Percent distribution Number in thousands
Male. .. ................. 100.0 33.7 25.9 27.7 8.0 4.7 98,208 33,056 25439 27,165 7,796 4,591
Female . ................. 100.0 23.2 25.3 31.6 11.4 8.4 102,911 23,867 26,028 32,478 11,690 8,674
Race )
White . .................. 100.0 27.8 25.3 30.0 10.0 6.8 173,748 48,242 43,968 52,086 17,293 11,874
Black . .................. 100.0 31.3 27.6 28.0 7.9 5.2 22,072 6,886 6,086 6,176 1,747 1,139
Other . .. ... .. ... . ...... 100.0 34.0 26.7 26.1 8.5 4.8 5,299 1,795 1,413 1,381 447 253
Family income
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . ... ... ... 100.0 271 24.0 30.6 10.2 8.1 11,930 3,234 2,853 3646 1,218 960
$5,000-$9,999 . . ... ......... 100.0 30.3 24.2 28.6 9.5 7.4 20,103 6,083 4,849 5747 1,908 1,475
$10,000-$19,999 . . . .. ... ... .. 100.0 30.2 249 29.1 9.3 6.3 47,270 14,272 11,776 13,756 4,412 2,989
$20,000-$34,999 . . . . ... ... ... 100.0 26.9 26.0 30.1 10.3 6.8 60,258 16,195 15655 18,089 6,171 4,073
$35,0000rmore . . . ... ... ... 100.0 24.3 26.9 320 10.2 6.6 39,903 9,686 10,698 12,747 4,061 2,639

'Excludes unknown number of annual physician contacts.
2Includes unknown number of annual physician contacts.
®Includes unknown health status.

“Includes unknown family Income.
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Table 15. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the number of physician contacts during the 12 months preceding interview,
according to assessed health status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized poputation. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Physician contacts in past 12 months

Physician contacts in past 12 months

Assessed health slatus
and selected sociodemographic 24 59 10 months 24 59 10 months
characteristic Total’ None 1 month months months  or more Total? None 1 month months months  or more
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES® Percent distribution Number in thousands
Allpersons® . . . . ............ 100.0 26.7 23.9 29.5 10.8 9.1 228,270 60,879 54,320 67,188 24,613 20,689
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . . ... .. ... 100.0 28.7 246 28.1 9.9 8.7 88,292 25,270 21,650 24,732 8,718 7,686
12years. . . ..o oo v e 100.0 29.1 235 28.0 10.0 93 64,480 18,745 15,111 18,046 6,429 6,014
13yearsormore . . . . ... ... 100.0 25.6 24.7 30.1 10.5 9.2 54,986 14,021 13,546 16,507 5,739 5,049
Family size
TPerson . ... i e 100.0 23.5 20.9 31.3 12.4 11.8 25,511 5981 5301 7952 3,157 3,022
2PEISONS « v v v v v v e e 100.0 24.6 21.5 31.1 12.1 10.8 51,975 12,756 11,136 16,098 6,265 5,579
3-4persons .. ... ... 100.0 26.1 245 29.7 10.9 8.8 95,705 24,884 23,436 28,361 10,422 8,392
S5personsormore . . . ... ... ... 100.0 31.4 26.3 26.9 8.7 6.7 55,078 17,258 14,447 14,778 4,768 3,696
Type of occupation of currently
employed persons 18 years
of age and over
Whitecollar . . . .. ... .. . 100.0 27.1 255 29.8 9.8 7.8 56,775 15,362 14,479 16,897 5,531 4,412
Bluecollar. . .. ... .......... 100.0 37.9 24.0 249 7.4 5.8 32,348 12,242 7,734 8,060 2,401 1,858
Serviceandfarm . .. ... ... .. 100.0 31.4 247 27.7 9.1 7.2 16,801 5,259 4,134 4,647 1518 1,199
Hispanic origin
Hispanic. . . .. ... ... ....... 100.0 32.5 23.3 26.2 9.6 8.5 16,482 5,340 3,827 4,302 1,577 1,401
Non-Hispanic . . . .. .. ........ 100.0 28.2 23.9 29.8 10.9 9.1 209,657 54,882 50,040 62,288 22,797 19,120
Geographic region
Northeast . . . . ... ... ....... 100.0 24.6 24.9 29.8 11.2 9.5 49,441 12,143 12,270 14,694 5,531 4,694
North Central . . . .. ... ... .... 100.0 265 23.9 30.0 11.0 8.6 58,984 15,578 14,088 17,682 6,453 5,045
South . . .... ... ... . ... 100.0 28.2 23.7 29.3 10.3 8.5 75,315 21,189 17,805 22,000 7,716 6,387
West .......... 0. 100.0 26.9 22.9 28.8 1.1 10.3 44,530 11,969 10,157 12,812 4,913 4,563
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . ... ... .. 100.0 26.3 235 29.1 11.1 10.1 62,223 16,316 14,558 18,069 6,861 6,239
SMSA—outside central city . . . . . . . . 100.0 25.7 24.3 30.1 10.9 9.0 92,877 23,782 22491 27,926 10,113 8,335
NOtSMSA. . . .............. 100.0 28.5 23.7 29.0 10.5 8.4 73,170 20,782 17,271 21,193 7,639 6,115
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
Allpersons® . . .. .. .. ... ... 100.0 13.6 10.0 28.2 19.6 28.7 25,599 3455 2,538 7,155 4,975 7,283
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
lLessthan12vyears . . . ... ... ... 100.0 14.8 10.5 28.7 19.0 271 14,663 2,151 1,527 4,182 2,760 3,939
12years. . ..o h e e 100.0 12.6 10.1 28.2 20.3 28.8 6,776 850 678 1,898 1,367 1,938
13yearsormore . . .. ... ... . .- 100.0 10.0 8.1 25.9 20.7 35.3 3,138 312 251 806 645 1,097
Family size
Tperson . . ... .. ... 100.0 12.2 8.7 27.8 21.1 30.2 4,370 527 375 1,201 808 1,302
2PEISONS + v v v o v v v e e e e 100.0 125 9.6 28.8 20.4 28.6 9,710 1,210 923 2,783 1,968 2,764
34persons .. ... ... 0 100.0 14.5 10.3 27.3 19.1 28.8 7,483 1,081 763 2,029 1,417 2,141
Spersonsormore . . .......... 100.0 15.9 1.9 28.5 17.0 26.8 4,036 637 477 1,142 682 1,075
Type of occupation of currently
employed persons 18 years .
of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . .. ... ....... 100.0 13.9 10.3 29.7 19.7 26.4 2,692 372 276 796 529 707
Bluecollar. . . ... .. ..... ... 100.0 21.7 14.9 29.0 15.8 18.6 2,814 608 418 813 442 520
Serviceandfarm ... .. .. ... ... 100.0 17.8 13.8 327 18.0 17.6 1,862 330 256 604 333 326

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 15. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the number of physician
according to assessed health status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States,

contacts during the 12 months preceding interview,
1982-83—Con

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix | Definitions of terms are given in appendix I}

Assessed health status

Physician contacts in past 12 months

Physician contacts in past 12 months

and selected sociodemographic 24 5-9 10 months 2-4 5-9 10 months
characteristic Total’ None 1 month months months  or more Total? None 1 month months months  or more
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH—CON.
Hispanic origin Percent distnbution Number in thousands
Hispanic. . .. ... ........... 100.0 16.3 11.1 271 17.7 27.8 1,801 309 209 513 334 526
Non-Hispanic . . . .. ... ....... 100.0 13.3 9.9 28.3 19.7 28.8 23,442 3,105 2,300 6,580 4,586 6,689
Geographic region
Northeast . . . ... ... ... 100.0 10.5 8.8 273 20.4 33.0 4,949 516 433 1,344 1,006 1,627
NorthCentral . . . .. .......... 100.0 14.0 9.4 27.8 19.7 29.0 5,942 829 558 1,642 1,166 1,717
South . ... .......... 100.0 15.1 11.2 29.8 18.6 25.2 10,491 1,564 1,168 3,100 1,937 2,617
West ... ... .......... 100.0 131 9.0 25.6 20.7 31.6 4,217 546 378 1,068 867 1,321
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . .. ... ... 100.0 12.6 9.7 27.3 19.7 30.6 7,855 985 755 2,129 1,536 2,387
SMSA—outside of centraicity . . . . . . 100.0 125 9.1 275 19.8 31.1 8,112 1,010 736 2,212 1,593 2,503
NotSMSA. ... .. .......... 100.0 15.3 11.0 294 19.3 25.0 9,632 1,460 1,047 2,814 1,846 2,393
GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH
Allpersons® . . ... ... ....... 100.0 28.3 25.6 297 97 6.6 201,119 56,922 51,467 59,642 19,486 13,266
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . .. ... .... 100.0 315 27.4 28.0 8.1 5.1 72,944 22,910 19,966 20,386 5,876 3,692
1i2years . .. ... ... .... 100.0 31.1 25.1 28.0 8.8 741 57,386 17,798 14,367 16,064 5,033 4,041
13yearsormore . . .. ... ...... 100.0 26.5 25.7 30.4 9.9 7.6 51,607 13,633 13,243 15,635 5,076 3,925
Family size
1person .. ............ 100.0 25.8 23.4 321 10.7 8.1 20,994 5397 4906 6,728 2,233 1,699
2persons . . ... 100.0 274 24.2 31.6 10.2 6.6 41,977 11,462 10,159 13,243 4,262 2,779
3~4persons . ............ 100.0 27.0 25.8 29.9 10.2 7.1 87,634 23,615 22,560 26,183 8,942 6,196
Spersonsormore . ... ....... 100.0 32.6 27.5 26.8 8.0 5.1 50,514 16,449 13,842 13,494 4,049 2,592
Type of occupation of currently
employed persons 18 years
of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . . ... ... 100.0 27.7 26.3 29.8 9.3 6.9 53,850 14,910 14,151 16,043 4,979 3,691
Bluecollar. . . .. ... . ..... 100.0 39.5 24.8 24,5 6.6 45 29,388 11,583 7,288 7,203 1,944 1,324
Serviceandfarm . . .. ... ...... 100.0 33.1 26.0 271 7.9 5.8 14,875 4,908 3,863 4,028 1,180 867
Hispanic origin
Hisparnic. . . .. ... .. ... ..... 100.0 34.6 24.9 26.1 8.5 6.0 14,443 4,983 3,589 3,757 1,225 867
Non-Hispanic . . . ... ... .. 100.0 27.8 25.7 30.0 9.8 6.7 184,878 51,366 47,464 55355 18,085 12,300
Geographic region
Northeast . . . . ......... 1000 262 26.7 30.1 10.2 6.9 44,137 11,526 11,765 13,250 4,487 3,039
North Central . . . . . ... ... ... 100.0 278 25.6 30.4 10.0 6.3 52,665 14,599 13,447 15,967 5,252 3,305
South . . . ................ 100.0 303 25.7 29.2 8.9 5.8 64,312 19,462 16,532 18,779 5727 3,713
West . ... ... ............. 100.0 28.4 243 29.2 10.1 8.0 40,006 11,335 9,723 11,648 4,021 3,210
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . .. ... .. 100.0 28.2 25.5 29.4 9.8 7.1 53,914 15,174 13,709 15830 5,275 3,826
SMSA—outside centrat city . . . . . . 100.0 26.9 25.7 30.4 10.1 6.9 84,174 22,595 21,621 25564 8,469 5,777
NotSMSA. . ... .......... 1000 30.4 25.6 29.0 9.1 5.8 63,031 19,154 16,137 18,249 5,743 3,662

'Excludes unknown number of annual physician contacts
2Includes unknown number of annual physician contacts
3Includes unknown health status

“Includes unknown years of education and whether or not of Hispanic origin
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Table 16. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the interval since their last physician contact, according to assessed health
status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized poputlation. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix i. Definitions of terms are given in appendix i}

Interval since last physician contact

Interval since last physician contact

Assessed health status

Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years

Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years

and sociodemographic characteristic Total' 1 year 2years Syears ormore Total? 1 year 2years Syears ormore
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES® Percent distribution Number in thousands
Allpersons® . . . ... 100.0 751 10.9 10.2 38 228,270 168,651 24,593 22,861 8,543
Age
Underi18years . . . . .. . ... oot vt 100.0 78.5 11.9 7.8 1.8 62,652 48,254 7,334 4,780 1,103
UnderSvyears ... ................ 100.0 92.1 59 1.7 0.2 17,593 15,848 1,020 297 43
18~44years . ... ... 100.0 71.5 12.3 12.2 4.0 95,785 67,384 11,582 11,484 3,769
A5BAYEAIS . - v v it e e 100.0 73.8 9.6 11.0 5.6 44,185 32,147 4,183 4,801 2,426
65yearsand over . .. ... ..o e e 100.0 82.1 5.9 71 4.9 25,647 20,867 1,495 1,796 1,245
Sex
Male. .. ... . i e e 100.0 69.9 12.3 12.8 5.0 110,141 75,609 13,326 13,822 5,432
Female .. ...... ... 100.0 79.9 9.7 7.8 27 118,129 93,042 11,267 9,039 3,111
Race
White . ... ... ... 100.0 75.4 10.7 10.2 3.8 195,274 144,976 20,502 19,617 7,286
Black . . .. . . . e e 100.0 74.2 12.8 9.4 3.6 27,109 19,655 3,387 2,499 959
Other . . . . i e e i e e e e e e 100.0 69.7 12.2 12.9 5.2 5,887 4,019 704 745 298
Family income
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . .« o o o i i v i e 100.0 77.9 9.7 8.2 4.2 15,864 12,174 1,519 1,280 660
$5,000-$9,999 . . . ... ..o 100.0 75.1 10.2 10.1 4.6 26,155 19,385 2,625 2,613 1,193
$10,000-$19,999 . . . . . . ..o oo 100.0 73.4 11.3 11.0 4.2 54,433 39,457 6,094 5,934 2,257
$20,000-$34,999 . . . .. ... oo e 100.0 75.4 114 10.2 3.3 64,628 48,125 7,095 6,642 2,077
$35,0000rmore . . ... a e e e 100.0 77.7 10.5 9.2 2.6 41,754 32,003 4,335 3,801 1,073
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
Allpersons® . . . . ... ... 100.0 88.5 5.0 4.5 20 25,599 22,381 1,257 1,144 498
Age
Under18vyears . . . . .. .. ..o 100.0 91.1 4.4 3.6 *0.9 1,890 1,691 82 67 *17
UnderSyears . . .......oouvennn. 100.0 97.3 *1.9 *0.8 - 487 467 *9 *4 -
1B~44YEArS . . v v v it e 100.0 85.4 6.5 6.1 1.9 5,940 4,997 383 358 114
45-BAYEArS . . . i it i e e 100.0 88.3 4.9 4.6 2.2 9,098 7,935 436 417 198
65yearsand Over . . . .. ... a o e e 100.0 90.4 4.2 3.5 2.0 8,671 7,759 357 303 168
Sex
Male. . . . . . it e e e e e e e 100.0 85.3 5.8 6.0 2.9 11,212 9,425 645 662 317
Female . ... .. ... e 100.0 91.0 4.3 3.4 1.3 14,387 12,957 612 482 181
Race
White . . .. . . o et e 100.0 88.8 4.8 4.4 2.0 20,278 17,788 965 877 410
Black . . . o vt i e e 100.0 87.9 5.5 5.0 1.7 4,777 4,132 260 233 78
Other . . ... i vt it i e 100.0 85.9 58 6.3 *1.9 544 462 32 34 *10
Family income
Lessthan$5,000 . . . . . .. .o o i oo i o 100.0 87.3 55 4.8 24 3,809 3,286 208 179 91
$5000-$9,999 . . ... ... .ol 100.0 87.7 5.1 4.9 23 5,884 5,111 295 285 135
$10,000-19,989 . . ... .. ... 0o 100.0 88.1 5.0 4.7 22 6,813 5,941 337 316 146
$20,000-534,999 . . . . ... oo oo o 100.0 90.1 4.6 4.2 1.2 4,021 3,600 183 167 46
$350000rmoOre . . .. e v e e e e 100.0 92.7 3.0 3.4 *0.9 1,618 1,489 48 55 *15
GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH
Allpersons® . . . .. ... ... .. .. .o 100.0 73.3 11.7 10.9 4.0 201,119 145,199 23,233 21,625 8,005
Age
Underi8years . . ... ... .0t v 100.0 78.0 12.2 7.9 1.8 60,160 46,138 7,211 4,684 1,084
UnderSyears . .. ........ oo 100.0 91.9 6.1 1.7 0.3 16,932 15,237 1,008 290 43
184dvyears ... ... ... 100.0 70.6 12.7 12.6 4.1 89,356 62,088 11,160 11,087 3,641
4564 years .. .. ... i i 100.0 70.0 10.9 12.7 8.5 34,831 24,021 3,733 4,369 2,216
65yearsandover . .. .. ... ... ... .. 100.0 779 6.8 8.9 6.4 16,772 12,951 1,129 1,486 1,064

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 16. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the interval since their last physician contact, according to assessed health
status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83-—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix ]

Interval since last physician contact

Interval since last physician contact

Assessed health status Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years
and sociodemographic characteristic Total' 1 year 2years 5years ormore Total? 1 year 2years Syears ormore
GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH—CON.
Sex Percent distribution Number in thousands
Male. . ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... .. 100.0 68.0 13.1 13.6 5.3 98,208 65,693 12,635 13,119 5,091
Female . . ... ... ................ 100.0 78.3 10.4 8.4 29 102,911 79,505 10,599 8,506 2,914
Race
White . . ........  ........ 100.0 73.8 11.4 10.9 4.0 173,748 126,333 19,455 18,658 6,847
Black . ... ... .. ... . .. ... 100.0 711 14.4 10.5 4.0 22,072 15,340 3,108 2,260 872
Other . . ... .. .. ... ... .. 100.0 67.9 12.9 13.6 5.5 5,299 3,525 670 707 285
Family income
Lessthan$5000 . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 1000 74.8 111 9.3 4.7 11,930 8,796 1,307 1,098 558
$5,000-$9,999 . . ... ... ... ... ... 100.0 71.3 1.7 11.7 5.3 20,103 14,148 2,317 2,319 1,053
$10,000-$19,999 . . . ... ... ... ... 100.0 71.2 12.3 12.0 45 47,270 33,254 5,729 5,587 2,109
$20,000-$34,999 . . . .. ... ... ... 100.0 74.4 11.6 10.7 3.4 60,258 44,282 6,889 6,343 2,024
$350000rmore . .. .. ... ... 100.0 77.0 10.8 9.5 2.7 39,903 30,349 4,270 3,736 1,054

'Excludes unknown interval,
2Includes unknown mterval
3Includes unknown health status
#ncludes unknown family Income
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Table 17. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the interval since their last physician contact, according to assessed heaith
status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83

{Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Assessed health status

Interval since last physician contact

Interval since last physician contact

Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years

Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years

and sociodemographic characteristic Total’ 1 year' 2years Syears ormore Total? 1year™ Zyears 5years ormore
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES® Percent distribution Number in thousands
Allpersons® . . . . . ... .. ... ... 100.0 75.1 10.9 10.2 3.8 228,270 168,651 24,593 22,861 8,543
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 100.0 73.2 12.0 10.7 42 88,292 63,581 10,407 9,267 3,661
12years. . . . . e e e e e 100.0 725 11.4 11.6 4.5 64,480 46,097 7,268 7,368 2,833
1BYearsormore - . . . . v v v v i v e e 100.0 75.8 10.3 10.4 3.5 54,986 41,189 5,603 5,668 1,902
Family size
TPErson . . .. i vt e e 100.0 781 8.0 9.3 4.6 25,511 19,719 2,028 2,361 1,156
2PEISONS « « « v v v ot e e e e e s 100.0 77.1 9.2 9.4 4.2 51,975 39,530 4,734 4,843 2,166
BAPEIrSONS . v v v vt e e e e e 100.0 75.6 11.3 9.8 3.2 95,705 71,310 10,663 9,244 3,058
SPersonsSormore . . . . ... v v e e 100.0 70.8 13.3 11.9 4.0 55,078 38,092 7,168 6,413 2,163
Type of occupation of currently
employed persons 18 years . N
of age and over
Whitecollar . . . ... ... ... ... . .. 100.0 743 11.0 10.8 3.9 56,775 41,660 6,158 6,040 2,188
Bluecollar. . . ... .... e e e 100.0 63.9 137 16.0 6.4 32,348 20,322 4,345 5,088 2,025
Serviceandfarm . . . ... ... oL L 100.0 70.3 11.8 126 53 16,801 11,626 1,945 2,082 882
Hispanic origin
Hispanic. .. ...........0.occi..n. 100.0 69.6 12.5 12.0 6.0 16,482 11,250 2,018 1,941 963
Non-Hispanic . . . .. ... ... ....... 55 100.0 75.5 10.8 10.0 3.6 209,657 155,911 22,347 20,732 7,499
Geographic region )
Northeast . . . . ... ..... ... .. ... ..., 100.0 77.0 10.1 9.3 3.6 49,441 37,510 4,902 4,516 1,765
NorthCentral . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 100.0 75.2 11.0 10.2 3.6 58,984 43,706 6,385 5,915 2,103
South . ... .. .. i e 100.0 73.9 11.8 10.5 3.9 75,315 54,704 8,719 7,749 2,882
West . .. e e e e e 100.0 74.7 10.5 10.7 41 44,530 32,731 4,587 4,681 1,793
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . ... ... ... ... 100.0 75.7 10.7 9.7 3.9 62,223 46,290 6,531 5,912 2,398
SMSA—outside centralcity. . . . .. .. ... ... 100.0 76.1 10.7 9.9 34 92,877 69,545 9,775 9,018 3,102
NOtSMSA. . . .. .. ... ... . . 100.0 733 11.5 11.0 4.2 73,170 52,816 8,287 7,932 3,043
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
Allpersons® . . . . ... ... ... .. 100.0 88.5 5.0 45 2.0 25,599 22,381 1,257 1,144 498
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
lessthan12vyears . . . . . ... ... ... .... 100.0 87.4 5.2 5.1 2.3 14,663 12,661 753 740 332
T2YEArS. - & v i v v i e e e e e e 100.0 89.0 5.1 4.3 1.6 6,776 5,969 343 288 109
1BYears ormore . . . . v . v v v i v e e e 100.0 91.5 4.1 3.0 15 3,138 2,852 127 93 47
Family size
TPErsON . . . oo e e e e 100.0 90.1 3.9 3.8 2.2 4,370 3,885 169 164 a3
2PEISONS « + v v v v e e e e e e 100.0 89.5 4.7 3.9 1.9 9,710 8,581 448 377 183
J4PErsoNS . . . .. e e e e e e e e e 100.0 87.8 57 4.9 1.7 7,483 6,478 418 358 127
SPpersonormore . . . . . . o vt v v e e 100.0 85.9 5.6 6.1 2.4 4,036 3,427 222 245 96
Type of occupation of currently
employed persons 18 years
of age and over
Whitecollar . . . .. ... ... .. oo oo 100.0 88.1 5.5 4.4 2.1 2,692 2,337 145 116 55
Bluecollar. . . ... ... ... oo 100.0 80.4 7.9 8.4 3.3 2,814 2,227 218 233 91
Serviceandfarm . . . .. ... oL 100.0 84.2 5.7 70 ¢ 3.2 1,862 1,541 104 129 58
Hispanic origin *
Hispanic. . . ................ ..... 100.0 85.5 6.3 5.7 24 1,901 1,606 119 107 46
Non-Hispanic . . . . ... ... ... ....... 100.0 88.8 4.9 4.5 1.9 23,442 20,557 1,129 1,031 446

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 17. Average annual percent distribution and number of persons by the interval since their last physician contact, according to assessed health
status and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the rehability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1)

Interval since last physician contact

Interval since last physician contact

Assessed health status

Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years

Less than 1 to under 2 to under 5 years

and soctodemographic characteristic Total’ 1 year' 2years Syears ormore Total® 1year® 2years Syears ormore
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH—CON.
Geographic regton Percent distribution Number in thousands
Northeast . . .. ... ............. ... 100.0 91.0 3.6 3.5 1.9 4,949 4,463 178 173 92
North Central . . . . . ... ... . ....... 100.0 88.2 4.9 4.7 2.2 5,942 5,173 288 277 130
South .. . ... Lo 100.0 87.4 5.8 4.9 2.0 10,491 9,044 595 502 203
West . ........... ... . ... 100.0 889 4.7 4.6 1.8 4,217 3,701 196 192 73
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . ... ... ... . L. 100.0 89.6 4.7 3.8 19 7,855 6,954 362 296 145
SMSA—outside centralcity . . . .. ... ... .. 100.0 89.5 4.6 4.2 1.7 8,112 7,172 366 338 139
NotSMSA. . ... ... . ... . ........ 100.0 86.8 5.6 5.4 2.3 9,632 8,255 529 510 214
Bed days in past 12 months
None .. . .......... ... 100.0 76.6 9.7 9.6 4.1 9,732 7,337 927 919 397
1=7days . ... ... . 100.0 92.8 3.6 2.6 1.1 5,633 5,172 198 144 63
830days . . ... ....... ... ..., 100.0 97.5 1.3 0.8 0.4 5,488 5,321 72 43 *22
31daysormore ... ................ 100.0 98.0 0.9 0.8 *0.3 4,128 4,040 38 33 *11
GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH
Allpersons® . . . ... ... ... ...... 100.0 73.3 11.7 10.9 4.0 201,119 145,199 23,233 21,625 8,005
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . . .. ... ... ...... 100.0 70.2 13.4 11.8 4.6 72,944 50,437 9,600 8,484 3,311
12years. . . . ... ... ... L 100.0 70.5 12.2 12.5 4.8 57,386 39,899 6,897 7,059 2,718
13yearsormore . . .. .. ... ... 100.0 74.8 10.7 10.9 3.6 51,607 38,171 5,460 5,556 1,845
Family size
TPErsON . . . . e e 1000 75.5 8.9 10.5 5.0 20,994 15,730 1,855 2,194 1,046
2PEISONS & . . v vt e e 100.0 74.2 10.3 10.7 4.8 41,977 30,740 4,276 4,450 1,980
B4Persons . . ..ot e e 100.0 74.6 11.8 10.2 3.4 87,634 64,424 10,202 8,855 2,923
Spersonsormore . ... ... .. ... ... 100.0 69.5 14.0 124 4.2 50,514 34,306 6,900 8,127 2,057
Type of occupation of currently
employed persons 18 years
of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . ... .......... ... .. 100.0 73.6 1.3 111 4.0 53,850 39,164 5,999 5,908 2,125
Bluecollar. . . . ... ... ... oL 1000 62.3 14.3 16.8 6.7 29,388 17,999 4,116 4,839 1,928
Serviceandfarm . . .. ... Lo 100.0 68.6 125 13.3 56 14,875 10,042 1,834 1,946 823
Hispanic origin
Hispanic . . ........ ........... 100.0 67.4 13.3 12.8 6.4 14,443 9,552 1,885 1,819 911
Non-Hispanic . . . . ... ... . ....... 1000 73.8 11.6 10.8 3.9 184,878 134,410 21,131 19,624 7,023
Geographic region
Northeast . . . . ... ... ....... ....... 100.0 75.4 10.8 9.9 3.8 44,137 32,791 4,702 4,322 1,670
NorthCentral . . . .. .. ... ... . ....... 100.0 73.8 11.7 10.8 3.8 52,665 38,301 6,069 5,603 1,957
South . . ... .. ... . . . ... .. 100.0 71.6 12.8 11.4 4.2 64,312 45,299 8,086 7,225 2,667
West . ... .. ... ... e 100.0 73.2 111 11.4 4.3 40,005 28,808 4,376 4,475 1,710
Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . . ... .. .. .. .. 100.0 73.7 11.6 10.5 4.2 53,914 39,030 6,139 5,683 2,238
SMSA—outside central ety . . . . .. ... ... 100.0 74.7 11.3 10.4 3.6 84,174 61,953 9,364 8,653 2,954
NotSMSA. . ... . .. ... .. . 100.0 71.1 12.4 11.9 4.5 63,031 44,215 7,730 7,389 2,813

'Excludes unknown interval.
2Includes unknown interval
3Includes unknown health status

“Includes unknown years of education and whether or not of Hispanic ongin
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Table 18. Average annual population by age and selected heaith characteristics: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Under 18 years 1844 45-64  65years
Selected health characteristic All ages All Under 5 years years years and over
Population in thousands
Allhealth statuses® . . . . . . . o o i it e e e e e 228,270" 62,652 17,593 95,785 44,185 25,647
Assessed health statuses

Goodtoexcellent . . . . . . . .. . e e e 201,119 60,160 16,932 89,356 34,831 16,772
Excellent . .. ... ... ... ... 89,807 32,530 9,420 41,802 11,435 4,040
Verygood . .. ... .. .. i 57,767 15,488 4,369 27,003 10,376 4,899
oo T 53,545 12,142 3,143 20,551 13,020 7,832

Fairorpoor . . . . o v o it i e e e e e e e 25,599 1,830 487 5,940 9,098 8,671
L 18,249 1,640 414 4,851 6,007 5,747
POOr . . . e e e e e e e e e e 7,355 250 74 1,090 3,091 2,925

Limitation of activity due to chronic conditions?

Limitedinactivity . . . . . . .. . . . o e 32,809 3,185 371 8,470 10,751 10,404
Unable to perform majoractivity . . . .. ... .... ... .. ... 8,532 215 87 1,988 3,633 2,695
Limited in kind or amount of major activity . . . ... .. ... ... 14,196 1,981 192 3,840 4,495 3,880
Limited inotheractivity . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..., . 10,081 988 92 2,642 2,622 3,828

Not limited inactivity . . . ... .. ... .. ... ... .. ..., 196,512 59,428 17,480 88,174 33,422 15,489

Bed-disability days in past 12 months

NONE . . . e e e e e e e e e e e 125,983 31,455 8,678 50,846 27,425 16,256

1=7days . . . v e e e e e e 74,124 25,237 7,180 34,679 10,057 4,151

B30dayS . . . .t e e e e e e e e e e e 19,949 4,989 1,426 7,660 4,129 3,171

B1daySOrmore . . .. v v v v vttt e e e e e 6,433 467 152 2,075 2,163 1,728

Hospital episodes in past 12 months

NOnE . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e s 205,042 59,622 16,374 85,963 38,915 20,543

Tepisode . . . . . ..o e e e 18,656 2,600 1,003 8,399 3,966 3,691

2epiSOdeS . . . .. e e e e e e e 3,241 322 161 1,041 895 982

BepisodeS OrMOre . . .« o v v i i e e e e e e 1,330 108 55 382 409 431

Hospital days in past 12 months

Nome . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 205,092 59,632 16,375 85,987 38,925 20,549

1—4days . .. 0 .. e e e e e e e e e e e e 10,784 1,865 641 5,688 1,810 1,422

B8days . . .. e e e e e e e 6,351 700 350 2,600 1,607 1,444

1024 days . . . 0 o e e e e e e e e e e e e 4,264 308 151 1,140 1,276 1,541

25daySOrmore . . . .o i it e e e 1,778 146 75 371 569 691

'Includes unknown health status and bed-disability days in past 12 months.

2Based on 1983 data only.



Table 19. Average annual population by race, sex, assessed health status, and age: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civillan nonmstitutionalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in
appendix | Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Al races White Black
Assessed health status and age Both sexes Male Female Both sexes Male Female Both sexes Male Female
All assessed health statuses?® Population in thousands
Allpersons . ... .................... 228,270 110,141 118,129 195,274 94,814 100,460 27,109 12,571 14,538
Underi18years . . . ... . ......... .. 62652 32,025 30,626 51,287 26,352 24,935 9,468 4,764 4,703
UnderSyears ... ..... ........ . 17,593 9,001 8,591 14,250 7,338 6,922 2,800 1,413 1,387
S8years. ... ... ... ... ... 15,966 8,163 7,804 13,089 6,731 6,359 2,386 1,203 1,183
10-14years . .. ...... ... ... ... ... 17,831 9,105 8,725 14,655 7,518 7,138 2,638 1,326 1,313
15-17years . . ... ... . ... ... .. ... 11,262 5,756 5,506 9,283 4,765 4,518 1,643 823 821
1844years . ... ... ... ..., 95,785 46,690 49,095 81,746 40,305 41,441 11,304 5,105 6,199
1824years .. ... ... ... .. .. ... 28,673 13,977 14,696 24,047 11,795 12,252 3,836 1,771 2,065
25-34years . ... .. ... ... 38,833 18,971 19,862 33,178 16,444 16,734 4,523 2,026 2,497
35-44years ... ... ... e e e 28,280 13,743 14,537 24,521 12,066 12,455 2,945 1,309 1,636
45-64years . ... ... L 44,185 20,951 23,234 39,035 18,676 20,360 4,212 1,854 2,358
45-Bdvyears . . .. .. L 22,222 10,711 11,512 19,385 9,440 9,945 2,263 1,002 1,261
55-64years ... ...... e 21,963 10,241 11,722 19,650 9,235 10,415 1,949 852 1,087
65yearsandover . ... . ... ... ... ..., 25,647 10,474 15173 23,205 9,481 13,724 2,126 847 1,278
65-74years . .. ... ... ... 15,942 6,918 9,024 14,387 6,264 8,123 1,348 558 789
75yearsandover . .. .. .... .. ...... 9,705 3,556 6,149 8,818 3,217 5,601 778 289 489
Fair or poor health
Allpersons . . . ... .. ... ... ... ..... 25,599 11,212 14,387 20,278 9,033 11,245 4,777 1,957 2,820
Under1Byears . . . . .. .. .............. 1,890 965 925 1,272 644 628 560 293 267
UnderSyears . ............. ..... 487 275 213 326 184 142 137 81 56
S-9years. . .. .. ... e 473 258 214 313 171 143 144 80 64
i0-14years . ... .. ... ... ... 521 270 252 353 183 169 159 82 76
15-17years . ... ... ... ... ... 409 162 247 280 106 173 121 50 71
18d4vyears .. ... ... ... .. ... ..., 5,940 2,517 3,423 4,249 1,869 2,380 1,491 568 924
18-24years . ... ... ... ... ..., C 1,275 498 777 876 340 536 351 139 212
25-34vyears . . ... ... ... ... S 2,110 894 1,216 1,601 665 836 534 201 334
35-44years .. .. ... 2,555 1,125 1,430 1,872 864 1,008 605 228 378
45-B4years . . .. .. . Lo 9,008 4,121 4,977 7,312 3,400 3,912 1,591 648 943
45-54years .. .. ... 3,515 1,560 1,955 2,715 1,244 1,471 701 283 418
55-64years .. ... ... ... ... . 5,583 2,561 3,022 4,597 2,156 2,441 890 365 525
65yearsandover . .. .. ... ......... o 8,671 3,610 5,062 7,445 3,121 4,324 1,134 448 686
65-74years ... ... ... .. 5,244 2,335 2,909 4,460 2,020 2,440 724 289 435
75yearsandover . .. ... ... ... ... ... 3,428 1,275 2,153 2,985 1,101 1,884 411 159 252
Good to excellent health

Allpersons . . .. ... .. ..., . ... ...... 201,119 98,208 102,911 173,748 85,191 88,557 22,072 10,505 11,567
Under18wyears . . . .. ... .. .. ........ 60,160 30,758 29,402 49,534 25,460 24,075 8,802 4,425 4,376
UnderSyears . .. .. ................ 16,932 8,637 8,295 13,800 7,086 6,713 2,629 1,314 1,315
5Qyears. .. .. ..... ... ..., 15,352 7,840 7,512 12,665 6,505 6,160 2,217 1,117 1,101
i0-14years . ... ... ... ..., 17,138 8,744 8,393 14,157 7,257 6,900 2,458 1,233 1,226
15-17years . .. ... L. 10,738 5,536 5,202 8,913 4,611 4,301 1,497 762 735
1844years ... .. ... ... ... 89,356 43,946 45410 77,105 38,254 38,851 9,729 4,498 5,231
18-24years . ... ... ... .. ... ... 27,231 13,389 13,842 23,044 11,388 11,656 3,445 1,610 1,836
25-34years .. ... ... ... ... 36,557 18,011 18,546 31,540 15,726 15,814 3,965 1,816 2,149
3544years . ... ... e 25,568 12,546 13,023 22,522 11,141 11,380 2,319 1,072 1,247
4564 years .. . ... ... 34,831 16,716 18,115 31,518 15,185 16,333 2,581 1,189 1,391
45-B4years . ... ... .. 18,573 9,095 9,479 16,570 8,156 8,414 1,536 710 827
S5-Bdyears . ... ... ... ... ... 16,257 7,621 8,636 14,948 7,030 7,919 1,045 480 565
6Syearsandover . ... ... ... . ... ... ... 16,772 6,789 9,983 15,590 6,292 9,298 960 391 568
65-74years .. ... ... .. ... ..., 10,575 4,535 6,040 9,818 4,189 5,618 611 265 346
7S5yearsandover . . . . ... ... ... ...... 6,197 2,254 3,943 5,772 2,092 3,680 349 127 222

"Includes races other than white or black.
Zincludes unknown health status.



Table 20. Average annual population by age, assessed health status, race, and family income: United States, 198283

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Under 18 1844 45-64 65 years
Assessed health status, race, and family income All ages years years years and over
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES?
All races? Population in thousands

All persons*°‘ ............................. 228,270 62,652 95,785 44,185 25,647
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . . . . v oo i e 15,864 4,177 6,389 2,088 3,210
$5,000-$9,999 . . . . ... e 26,155 6,905 8,989 4,009 6,251
$10,000-$14,999 . . . . . .. e 26,369 7,183 10,636 4,378 4,172
$15000-$19,999 . . . . . . . .. ... 28,064 7,948 12,401 5,002 2,713
$20,000-$24,999 . . . . . .. ... 24,942 7,395 11,266 4,647 1,634
$25000-$34,999 . . . . . .. ... e 39,686 11,805 18,295 7,782 1,805
$35000-$49,999 . . . . . ... ... e e 27,785 7,789 12,598 6,320 1,078
$50,0000rmMOre . . . v v v vt e e e e e e e 13,969 3,549 6,004 3,806 610

White
Allpersons® . . . . . . . e e e e e e 195,274 51,287 81,746 39,035 23,205
lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . .. .. ..o i 10,747 2,284 4,518 1,423 2,522
$5,000-$9,999 . . .. ... e e 20,371 4,753 6,889 3,171 5,558
$10,000-814,999 . . . . . . ... e e e e 21,866 5,524 8,746 3,747 3,849
$15,000-819,999 . . . . . .. ... e e 24,139 6,633 10,534 4,388 2,584
$20,000-524,999 . . . . . . L. e e 22,312 6,565 9,961 4,241 1,544
$25,000-834,999 . . . ... e e 36,054 10,621 16,528 7,190 1,715
$35,000-849,999 . . . . . .. ... 25,523 7,096 11,516 5,875 1,036
S50,000 OFrMOT® .+« v v e v e v e o e e e e e e e e e 13,183 3,311 5,625 3,653 594

Black
Allpersons® . . . . i i e e e e e e e 27,109 9,468 11,304 4,212 2,126
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . . . i i i i i e e e . 4,668 1,760 1,653 610 644
$5,000-89,998 . . . . .. ... e e 5,097 1,919 1,807 744 628
$10,000-$14,999 . . . . . . ... e e e 3,788 1,427 1,556 530 275
$15000-519,999 . . . . . . . ... e e 3,175 1,071 1,506 514 85
$20,000-524,999 . . . . ... .. e e 2,058 646 1,021 324 68
$25,000-$34,989 . . . . ... ... e e 2,760 909 1,348 447 55
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . . . ... ... 1,441 439 696 281 25
$50,0000rmMOre . . . v v v o i e e e e 377 96 195 78 *8

FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
All races?

Alpersons® . . . . .. e e 25,599 1,890 5,940 9,098 8,671
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . . . .ot e 3,809 324 886 1,143 1,454
$5000-89,999 . . . . ... e e 5,884 408 1,140 1,820 2,516
$10,000-$14,999 . . . . . . ... e e 3,891 257 914 1,310 1,410
$15,000-$19,999 . . . . . . ... e e 2,922 209 772 1,172 769
$20,000-524,999 . . . . . . ... e e e e e 1,833 155 509 786 383
$25,000-534,999 . . . .. .. e e e e e 2,188 194 600 971 423
$35,000-849,999 . . . . ... it e e e e e 1,141 91 337 481 232
$50,000 OF MOTE . .« vt o i i e e e e e e e e 478 36 117 218 106

White
Allpersons® . . . . . . L e 20,278 1,272 4,249 7,312 7,445
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . .. . it i e 2,423 158 495 694 1,076
$5,000-$9,999 . . . .. ... e e e e 4,560 248 775 1,373 2,165
$10,000-814,999 . . . . . . .. e e e e 3,183 179 668 1,093 1,244
$15,000-$19,999 . . . . . . . ... e 2,495 161 606 1,007 721
$20,000-524,999 . . . . . . .o e e e e 1,563 140 409 679 335
$25,000-5384,999 . . . . . . ... e 1,915 158 490 874 393
$35,000-949,999 . . . . ... .. e 1,006 77 277 432 220
$50,000 OFMOFE . . v v v v e e e e e e et e e e e e 437 32 94 207 104

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 20. Average annual population by age, assessed health status, race, and family income: United States, 1982—83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutronalized population The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are gwen in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11

Under 18 1844 45-64 65 years
Assessed health status, race, and family income All ages years years years and over
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH—CON.

Black Population in thousands
Allpersons® . . . . .. ... ... 4,777 560 1,491 1,591 1,134
Lessthan $5,000 . . . .. ... ... ... .. ... ... 1,302 156 362 425 359
$5,000-$9,999 . . . .. ... ... 1,217 148 336 399 334
$10,000-$14,899 . . . . . ... ... .. .. ... 640 72 217 196 154
$15000-819,999 . . . . .. . ... ... L., 355 40 132 150 33
$20,000-$24,999 . . . .. ... ... L 234 13 88 92 4
$25000-$34,999 . . . .. ... ... 220 25 102 70 *23
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . . ... .. 87 11 38 30 *7
$50,000 0rmore . . ... ... 19 *2 *9 ‘6 *2

GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH
All races?®

Allpersons® . . . . . ... L 201,119 60,160 89,356 34,831 16,772
Lessthan$5,000 . . . . . ... ... ... ... ......... 11,930 3,818 5,465 927 1,721
$5000-$9,999 . . . . .. ... 20,103 6,433 7.811 2,162 3,697
$10,000-$14,999 . . . . . .. ... ... 22,320 6,866 9,679 3,039 2,735
$15,000-$19,999 . . . . . . ... .. L. ... 24,950 7,661 11,567 3,798 1,923
$20,000-$24,999 . . . .. . ... 22,984 7,179 10,721 3,841 1,244
$25,000-$34,999 . . .. ... ... ... 37,273 11,511 17,621 6,770 1,371
$35,000-$49,999 . . . .. .. ... L. .. 26,495 7,622 12,210 5,820 843
$50,0000rmore . .. ..o 13,408 3,467 5,856 3,581 503

White
Alipersons® . . . . ... ... 173,748 49,534 77,106 31,518 15,590
Lessthan $5,000 . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ... .. 8,250 2,101 4,003 724 1,422
$5,000-$8,9998 . . ... ... ...l o 15,689 4,457 6,085 1,781 3,366
$10,000-814,999 . . . . ... ... 18,562 5,300 8,044 2,636 2,583
$15,000-$19,999 . . . . . .. ... ... 21,477 6,403 9,878 3,353 1,844
$20,000-$24,999 . . . . .. ... 20,644 6,375 9,522 3,544 1,202
$25,000-$34,999 . . . . ... ... 33,937 10,372 15,975 6,279 1,311
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . ... ... 24,399 6,961 11,200 5,424 814
$50,0000rmore . .. ... L. 12,664 3,233 5,502 3,439 489

Black
Allpersons® . . . . .. ... 22,072 8,802 9,729 2,581 960
Lessthan $5,000 . . .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... 3,320 1,595 1,273 176 277
$5,000-89,999 . . . .. .. ... ... L. e 3,840 1,755 1,465 338 283
$10,000-$14,999 . . .. .. ... ... 3,121 1,345 1,334 325 117
$165,000-$19,999 . . . . . ... ... ... 2,798 1,024 1,363 362 51
$20,000-$24,999 . . . ... ... L . 1,809 625 928 229 27
$25,000-$34,999 . . . .. ... ... L. . 2,518 875 1,236 375 32
$35,000-$49,999 . . . ... ... 1,331 412 651 250 17
$50,000 0rmore . ... .. .. 358 94 186 72 *6

'Includes unknown health status
2Includes races other than white or black.
3Includes unknown family income.
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Table 21. Average annual population by age, assessed health status, and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Assessed health status and Under 18 1844 45-64 65 years
sociodemographic characteristic All ages years years years and over
ALL ASSESSED HEALTH STATUSES' Population in thousands
AlPErsons? . . . . . v it e e 228,270 62,652 95,785 44,185 25,647
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . . . . .. . .. i i v ee e .. 44,660 16,701 14,229 18,729
T2YBAIS . & vt i i et e e e e e e e 64,073 40,143 17,283 6,647
13YearsOrmore . . . . o v v v v v v e e e e e e 54,968 38,244 12,037 4,687
Family size
=T =T o T 25,511 134 12,285 4,984 8,107
2PBISONS - - & v v v e e v e e e e e e e e e e o 51,975 2,374 17,173 18,801 13,628
BAPerSONS . .« v vttt i ettt e e 95,705 32,728 44,643 15,251 3,083
SPErSONSOr MOTE & v v v v v v v s v m vt s oo e e e oo n e 55,078 27,415 21,684 5,149 830
Type of occupation of currently employed persons
18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . . . . . oo i e e e 56,775 39,407 15,673 1,695
Blue COllar. « v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 32,348 23,261 8,491 596
Serviceandfarm . . . . . ..t e e e e e e e e e 16,801 11,482 4,343 976
Hispanic origin
Hispanic. . . .« v v v vt it e i e e e 16,482 6,392 7,142 2,210 738
Non-Hispanic . . . . . . ..o i i i i ittt i e 209,657 55,493 87,885 41,573 24,707
Geographic region
Northeast . . . . . . ... v ittt ittt it i 49,441 12,757 20,234 10,353 6,096
NothCentral . . . ... ... ...t unnnnn. 58,984 16,381 24,950 11,173 6,480
South . . . . .. e e e e e 75,315 21,107 31,295 14,537 8,376
West ... e e e e e e e e 44,530 12,407 19,306 8,123 4,695
Place of residence
SMSA—<centraleity . . . ... ... . .0 e e 62,223 16,541 26,728 11,624 7,331
SMSA—outside centraleity. . . .. .. ... . o oL 92,877 25,250 39,908 18,592 9,126
NotSMSA. . . . . it e e e e 73,170 20,860 29,149 13,969 9,191
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH
AlPOISONS? .+ o o i i v vt e e e e 25,599 1,890 5,940 9,098 8,671
Education or persons 18 years
of age and over
lessthan12years . . . . . . .. .t i it v i it 13,321 2,493 5,129 5,699
T2YBAIS. o . v it e e e e e e e e e 6,765 2,286 2,704 1,776
13Yyearsormore . . . . v v v v v v v ettt e e 3,138 1,094 1,099 945
Family size
TPOISON . v o v it e e e e e 4,370 "4 577 1,335 2,453
2POISONS & & o v v v v v et e e e e e e e e e 9,710 90 1,005 3,971 4,644
BAPOISONS . . oo vt v it it ittt i e 7,483 910 2,640 2,716 1,217
SPOrSONSOrMOM@ .+ v & v v v o s e o v v o v v mma e s o s 4,036 886 1,718 1,076 356
Type of occupation of currently employed persons
18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . ... ... . e 2,692 1,265 1,228 199
Bluecollar. . . . i i i i e e e e e e e e e e e 2,814 1,365 1,343 106
Serviceandfarm . . . . . ..o . e e e e e e e 1,862 758 876 228
Hispanic origin
Hispanic . . . . v v v v vt it i i e e e e e e e 1,901 329 666 590 315
Non-Hispanic . . . ... ... ..t inunenenn 23,442 1,538 5,222 8,404 8,279
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 21. Average annual population by age, assessed health status, and selected sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1982-83—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionaitzed population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in

appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

Assessed health status and Under 18 1844 4564 65 years
sociodemographic characteristic All ages years years years and over
FAIR OR POOR HEALTH—CON.

Geographic region Population in thousands
Northeast . . . .. .. ... ... ... .. ......... 4,949 356 1,064 1,743 1,785
NothCentral . . . . .. .... . ............. 5,942 423 1,400 2,058 2,061
South . ... ... 10,491 758 2,394 3,851 3,487
West ... ... . 4,217 353 1,082 1,445 1,338

Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . . ... ... ... L. 7,855 687 2,048 2,609 2,511
SMSA—outside centraleity . - . . . .. ... .. ... .. 8,112 529 1,844 3,030 2,709
NotSMSA. . . . ... .. .. .. 9,632 674 2,049 3,458 3,452

GOOD TO EXCELLENT HEALTH
Allpersons® . . . . .. . ... ... ... 201,119 60,160 89,356 34,831 16,772
Education of persons 18 years
of age and over
Lessthan12years . . . . .. ... .. ... .. . ..... 31,044 14,112 9,002 7,930
12y0ars. . . . . . o e 56,994 37,665 14,503 4,826
1Byearsormore . . . . . . ... ... 51,589 37,000 10,880 3,709
Family size
TPerson . . ... e e 20,994 131 11,660 3,619 5,584
2PEISONS .« . v v v it i e e e e e e e 41,977 2,265 16,086 14,737 8,888
B4 PeISONS . . . . ... e e e 87,634 31,553 41,804 12,445 1,832
Spersonsormore . . ... ... .. 50,514 26,211 19,805 4,029 468
Type of occupation of currently employed persons
18 years of age and over
Whitecollar . . . . . . ... ... .. 53,850 37,974 14,392 1,484
Bluecollar. . . . .. .. ... ... 29,388 21,798 7,103 486
Serviceandfarm . . ... ... .. ... ... .. 14,875 10,686 3,444 745
Hispanic ongin

Hispanic. . . . ... ... ... ... .. ... . 14,443 5,994 6,427 1,605 417
Non-Hispanic . . . . ... ... ...... ... . ...... 184,878 53,443 82,260 32,937 16,238

Geographic region
Northeast . . . .. ... ... . ... ... ... ...... 44,137 12,255 19,067 8,557 4,258
NorthCentral . . . ... ... ... ... ... ...... 52,665 15,803 23,426 9,053 4,385
South . . . ... . . e 64,312 20,141 28,751 10,599 4,820
West ... ... . e 40,005 11,962 18,113 6,622 3,309

Place of residence
SMSA—centralcity . . . . ... .. L. L 53,914 15,697 24,543 8,927 4,747
SMSA-—outside centralcity. . . . ... .. .. ... ..... 84,174 24,461 37,872 15,480 6,361
NotSMSA. . . .. . . ... . .. . 63,031 20,002 26,941 10,423 5,664

'Includes unknown health status

2Includes unknown education and whether or not of Hispanic origin.
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Appendix |
Technical notes on methods

Background of this report

This report is one of a series of statistical reports prepared
by the National Center for Health Statistics. It is based on
information collected in a continuing nationwide sample of
households in the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS).

The National Health Interview Survey utilizes a question-
naire for obtaining information on personal and demographic
characteristics, illnesses, injuries, impairments, chronic condi-
tions, and other health topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate
reports are issued that cover one or more of the specific
topics.

The population covered by the sample for NHIS is the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample does not
include members of the Armed Forces or U.S. nationals living
in foreign countries. It should also be noted that the estimates
shown do not represent a complete measure of any given
topic during the specified calendar period because data are
not collected in the interview for persons who died during
the reference period. For many types of statistics collected
in the survey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks prior
to the interview week. For such a short period, the contribution
by decedents to a total inventory of conditions or services
should be very small. However, the contribution by decedents
during a long reference period (such as 1 year) might be
sizable, especially for older persons.

Statistical design of the National Health
Interview Survey

|
General plan

The sampling plan of the survey follows a multistage
probability design that permits a continuous sampling of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United States.
The sample is designed in such a way that the sample of
households interviewed each week is representative of the
target population and that weekly samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits continuous measure-
ment of characteristics of samples by aggregating weeks of
data. It also permits more detailed analysis of less common
characteristics and smaller categories of health-related items.
The continuous collection also has administrative and opera-
tional advantages because fieldwork can be handled on a
continuing basis with an experienced, stable staff.

The overall sample was designed so that tabulations can
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be provided for each of the four major geographic regions
and for selected standard metropolitan statistical areas in the
United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists of drawing
a sample of 376 primary sampling units (PSU’s) from approxi-
mately 1,900 geographically defined PSU’s. A PSU consists
of a county, a small group of contiguous counties, or a standard
metropolitan statistical area. The PSU’s collectively cover
the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the remaining
stages can be combined and treated in this discussion as an
ultimate stage. Within PSU’s, then, ultimate stage units called
segments are defined in such a manner that each segment
contains an expected four households. Three main types of
segments are used:

®  Areasegments, which are defined geographically.

® Listsegments, using 1980 census registers as the frame.

® Permit segments, using updated lists of building permits
issued in sample PSU’s since 1980.

Census address listings were used for all areas of the
country where addresses were well defined and could be used
to locate housing units. In general the list frame included
the larger urban areas of the United States, from which about
two-thirds of the NHIS sample was selected.

The usual NHIS sample consists of approximately 12,000
segments containing about 51,000 assigned houscholds, of
which 9,000 are vacant, demolished, or occupied by persons
not in the scope of the survey. The 42,000 eligible occupied
households yield a probability sample of about 111,000 per-
sons.

Descriptive material on data collection, field procedures,
and questionnaire development in NHIS have been published
as well as a detailed description of the sample design and
estimation procedure. '°

Collection of data

Field operations for the survey are performed by the U.S.
Bureau of the Census under specifications established by the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). In accordance
with these specifications, the U.S. Bureau of the Census par-
ticipates in survey planning, selects the sample, and conducts
the field interviewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.



Estimating procedures

Since the design of NHIS is a complex multistage probabil-
ity sample, it is necessary to use complex procedures in the
derivation of estimates. Four basic operations are involved:

1. Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability of selection—
The probability of selection is the product of the prob-
abilities of selection from each step of selection in the
design (PSU, segment, and household).

2. Nonresponse adjustment—The estimates are inflated by
a multiplication factor that has as its numerator the number
of sample households in a given segment and as its de-
nominator the number of households interviewed in that
segment.

3. First-stage ratio adjustment—Sampling theory indicates
that the use of auxiliary information which is highly corre-
lated with the variables being estimated improves the
reliability of the estimates. To reduce the variability among
PSU’s within a region, the estimates are ratio adjusted
to the 1980 populations within race-residence classes.

4. Poststratification by age-sex-race—The estimates are ratio
adjusted within each of 60 age-sex-race cells to an inde-
pendent estimate of the population of each cell for the
survey period. These independent estimates are prepared
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Both the first-stage
and poststratified ratio adjustments take the form of multi-
plication factors applied to the weight of each elementary
unit (person, household, condition, and hospitalization).

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to make the
sample more closely representative of the civilian nonin-
stitutionalized population by age, sex, race, and residence,
which thereby reduces sampling variance.

As noted, each week’s sample represents the population
living during that week and characteristics of the population.
Consolidation of samples over a time period such as a calendar
quarter, produces estimates of average characteristics of the
U.S. population for the calendar quarter. Similarly, population
data for a year are averages of the four quarterly figures.

For prevalence statistics, such as number of persons with
speech impairments or number of persons classified by time
interval since last physician visit, figures are first calculated
for each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for all weeks
of interviewing in the quarter. Prevalence data for a year
are then obtained by averaging the four quarterly figures.

For other types of statistic—those measuring the number
of occurrences during a specified time period, such as incidence
of acute conditions, number of disability days, or number
of visits to a doctor—a similar computational procedure is
used, but the statistics are interpreted differently. For these
items, the interviewer asks for the respondent’s experience
over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the week of interview.
In such instances, the estimated quarterly total for the statistic
is 6.5 times the average 2-week estimate produced by the
13 successive samples taken during the period. The annual
total is the sum of the four quarters. Thus the experience
of persons interviewed during a year—experience which actu-
ally occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week interval
prior to week of interview—is treated as though it measured

the total of such experience during the year. Such interpretation
leads to no significant bias.

Explanation of hospital recall

The survey questionnaire uses a 12-month recall period
for short-stay hospitalizations; that is, the respondent is asked
to report hospitalizations that occurred during the 12 months
prior to the week of interview. Information is also obtained
on the date of entry into the hospital and duration of stay.
Analysis of this information and also the results of special
studies have shown that there is an increase in underreporting
of hospitalizations with increase in time interval between the
discharge and the interview. Exclusive of the hospital experi-
ence of decedents, the net underreporting with a 12-month
recall is in the neighborhood of 10 percent. It should further
be noted that, although the reported frequencies and rates related
to hospital episodes are presented in terms of the year in
which the data were collected, the estimates are in most cases
based on hospitalizations that occurred during the year of data
collection and the prior year. Overall, approximately one-half
of the reported hospitalizations occurred in the year prior to
the year of data collection.

General quaiifications

Nonresponse

Data were adjusted for nonresponse by a procedure that
imputes to persons in a household whose members were not
interviewed the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment who were interviewed. Interviews were com-
pleted in 96.9 percent of the sample households.

The interview process

The statistics presented in this report are based on replies
obtained in interviews with persons in the sample households.
Each person 19 years of age and over present at the time
of interview was interviewed individually. For children and
for adults not present in the home at the time of the interview,
the information was obtained from a related household member
such as a spouse or the mother of a child.

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic and
other information collected in household interviews. For diag-
nostic information, the household respondent can usually pass
on to the interviewer only the information the physician has
given to the family. For conditions not medically attended,
diagnostic information is often no more than a description
of symptoms. However, other facts, such as the number of
disability days caused by the condition, can be obtained more
accurately from household members than from any other source
because only the persons concerned are in a position to report
this information. Regarding this and other types of information,
a respondent may not answer a question in the intended manner
because he or she has not properly understood the question,
had forgotten the event, or does not wish to divulge the answer.

Rounding of numbers

The original tabulations on which the data in this report
are based show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
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consolidations were made from the original tabulations using
the estimates to the nearest unit. In the final published tables,
the figures are rounded to the nearest thousand, although they
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. Devised statistics
such as rates and percent distributions are computed after the
estimates on which these are based have been rounded to
the nearest thousand.

Population figures

Some of the published tables include population figures
for specified categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and race, which are adjusted to independent esti-
mates, these figures are based on the sample of households
in NHIS. They are given primarily to provide denominators
for rate computation, and for this purpose they are more
appropriate for use with the accompanying measures of health
characteristics than other population data that may be available.
With the exception of the overall totals by age, sex, and
race mentioned above, the population figures differ from fig-
ures (which are derived from different sources) published
in reports of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Official population
estimates are presented in Bureau of the Census reports in
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

Bias

As in any survey, the results are subject to reporting
and processing errors and errors due to nonresponse. To the
extent possible, these types of errors were kept to a minimum
by methods built into survey procedures. Although it is very
difficult to measure the extent of bias in NHIS, a number
of studies have been conducted to examine this problem.
The results have been published in several reports.!'=1°

Reliability of estimates

Because the statistics presented in this report are based
on a sample, they will differ somewhat from the figures that
would have been obtained if a complete census had been
taken using the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.

The standard error is primarily a measure of sampling
variability, that is, the variations that might occur by chance
because only a sample of the population is surveyed. The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the
sample would differ from a complete census by less than
the standard error. The chances are about 95 out of 100
that the difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be less than
2, times as large. The standard errors shown in this report
were computed using the balanced half-sample replication
procedure.

Standard error charts

The relative standard error of an estimate is obtained
by dividing the standard error of the estimate by the estimate
itself and is expressed as a percent of the estimate. For this

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
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report, asterisks are shown for any rate or percent with more
than a 30-percent relative standard error. Included in this
appendix are charts from which the relative standard errors
for estimates shown in the report can be determined.

General rules for determining relative standard errors

The following rules will enable the reader to determine
approximate relative standard errors from the charts for esti-
mates presented in this report:

Rule 1. Estimates of aggregates—Approximate relative
standard errors for estimates of aggregates, such as
the number of persons with a given characteristic,
are obtained from appropriate curves in figures I-1I.
The number of persons in the total U.S. population
or in an age-sex-race class of the total population
is adjusted to official U.S. Bureau of the Census
figures and is not subject to sampling error.

Rule 2. Estimates of percents in a percent distribution—Rela-
tive standard errors for percents in a percent distribu-
tion of a total are obtained from appropriate curves
in figures III-IV. For values that do not fall on one
of the curves presented in the chart, visual interpola-
tion will provide a satisfactory approximation.

Rule 3. Estimates of rates where the numerator is a subclass
of the denominator—This rule applies for prevalence
rates or where a unit of the numerator occurs, with
few exceptions, only once in the year for any one
unit in the denominator. For example, in computing
the rate of visual impairments per 1,000 population,
the numerator consisting of persons with the impair-
ment is a subclass of the denominator, which includes
all persons in the population. Such rates, if converted
to rates per 100, may be treated as though they were
percents and the relative standard errors obtained from
the percent charts for population estimates.

Rule 4. Estimates of rates where the numerator is not a sub-
class of the denominator—This rule applies where
a unit of the numerator often occurs more than once
for any one unit in the denominator. For example,
for the number of persons injured per 100 currently
employed persons per year, it is possible that a person
in the denominator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the numerator. Approxi-
mate relative standard errors for rates of this kind
may be computed as follows:

a. Where the denominator is the total U.S. population
or includes all persons in one or more of the
age-sex-race groups of the total population, the
relative error of the rate is equivalent to the relative
error of the numerator, which can be obtained
directly from the appropriate chart.

b. In other cases the relative standard error of the
numerator and of the denominator can be obtained
from the appropriate curve. Square each of these
relative errors, add the resulting values, and extract
the square root of the sum. This procedure will
result in an upper bound on the standard error
and will overstate the error to the extent that the



correlation between numerator and denominator
is greater than zero.

Rule 5. Estimates of difference between two statistics (mean,

rate, total, etc.)— The standard error of a difference
is approximately the square root of the sum of the
squares of each standard error considered separately.
A formula for the standard error of a difference,

d=X]‘“X2
is

os= V(X Vx)?* + X2 Vx)?

where X is the estimate for class 1, X, is the estimate
for class 2, and Vy, and Vy, are the relative errors
of X; and X; respectively. This formula will represent
the actual standard error quite accurately for the differ-
ence between separate and uncorrelated characteristics
although it is only a rough approximation in most
other cases. The relative standard error of each esti-
mate involved in such a difference can be determined
by one of the four rules above, whichever is
appropriate.
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Appendix I
Definitions of certain
terms used in this report

Terms relating to physician visits

Physician visit—A physician visit is defined as consulta-
tion with a physician, in person or by telephone, for examina-
tion, diagnosis, treatment, or advice. The visit is considered
to be a physician visit if the service is provided directly
by the physician or by a nurse or other person acting under
a physician’s supervision. For the purpose of this definition
“physician” includes doctors of medicine and osteopathic phy-
sicians. The term “doctor” is used in the interview rather
than “physician” because of popular usage. However, the
concept toward which all instructions are directed is that which
is described here.

Physician visits for services provided on a mass basis
are not included in the tabulations. A service received on
a mass basis is defined as any service involving only a single
test (for example, test for diabetes) or a single procedure
(for example, smallpox vaccination) when this single service
was administered identically to all persons who were at the
place for this purpose: Hence obtaining a chest x ray in a
tuberculosis chest x ray trailer is not included as a physician
visit. However, a special chest x ray given in a physician’s
office or in an outpatient clinic is considered a physician
visit.

Physician visits to hospital inpatients are not included.

If a physician is called to a house to see more than
one person, the call is considered a separate physician visit
for each person about whom the physician was consulted.

A physician visit is associated with the person about
whom the advice was sought, even if that person did not
actually see or consult the physician. For example, if a mother
consults a physician about one of her children, the physician
visit is ascribed to the child.

Interval since last physician visit—The interval since the
last physician visit is the length of time prior to the week
of interview since a physician was last consulted in person
or by telephone for treatment or advice of any type whatever.
A physician visit to a hospital inpatient may be counted as
the last time a physician was seen.

Place of visit—The place of visit is a classification of
the types of places at which a physician visit occurs. Definitions
of the various categories are as follows:

Home is defined as any place in which the person was
staying at the time of the physician’s visit. It may be
his own home, the home of a friend, a hotel, or any
other place the person may have been staying (except
as an overnight patient in a hospital).
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Office is defined as the office of a physician in private
practice only. This may be an office in the physician’s
home, an individual office in an office building, or a
suite of offices occupied by several physicians.

Hospital clinic is defined as an outpatient clinic, emer-
gency room, or other place in any hospital.

Hospital outpatient clinic—A unit of a hospital where
a person may go for medical care without being admit-
ted as an inpatient.

Hospital emergency room—A unit of a hospital where
a person may receive medical care, usually of an
urgent nature, without being admitted as an inpatient.

Other—A doctor’s office in a hospital.

Company or industry health unit refers to treatment re-
ceived from a physician or under a physician’s supervision
at a place of business (for example, factory, store, office
building). This includes emergency or first-aid rooms lo-
cated in such places if treatment was received there from
a physician or trained nurse.

Telephone contact refers to advice given in a telephone
call by the physician directly or through a nurse. (Calls
for appointments are excluded.)

Other refers to advice or treatment received from a physi-
cian or under a physician’s general supervision at a school,
at an insurance office, at a health department clinic, or
any other place at which a physician consultation might
take place.

Terms relating to conditions

Condition—“Condition” is a general term that includes
any specific illness, injury, or impairment. Condition data
are derived from the survey in two ways. First, respondents
are asked to identify any conditions that caused certain types
of impact associated with health, such as a visit to a doctor
or a day spent in bed. Second, respondents are read lists
of selected chronic conditions and asked whether they or
any family members have any of these conditions.

At a later point in the survey, a series of questions is
asked about each of the conditions identified in either of
the two ways just described. The information obtained on
each condition helps to clarify the nature of the condition
and whether medical services have been involved in its diag-
nosis or treatment. It also aids in the coding of the condition.



All conditions except impairments are coded according to
the ninth revision of the International Classification of Dis-
eases,'® with certain modifications adopted to make the codes
more suitable for information derived from a household survey.
A special set of codes devised by NHIS is used to code
impairments.

Chronic condition—A condition is considered chronic if
(1) the respondent indicates it was first noticed more than
3 months before the reference date of the interview, or
(2) it is a type of condition that ordinarily has a duration
of more than 3 months. Examples of conditions that are consid-
ered chronic regardless of their time of onset are diabetes,
heart conditions, emphysema, and arthritis. A complete list
of these conditions may be obtained by contacting the Division
of Health Interview Statistics, National Center for Health
Statistics.

Impairment—An impairment is a chronic or permanent
defect, usually static in nature, that results from disease, injury,
or congenital malformation. It represents a decrease or loss
of ability to perform various functions, particularly those of
the musculoskeletal system and the sense organs. Impairments
are grouped according to type of functional impairment and
etiology in the special NHIS impairment codes.

Acute condition—A condition is considered acute if
(1) it was first noticed no longer than 3 months before the
reference date of the interview and (2) it is not one of the
conditions considered chronic regardless of the time of onset.
(See definition of chronic condition.) However, any acute
condition not associated with either at least one doctor visit
or at least one day of restricted activity during the reference
period is considered to be of minor consequence and is
excluded from the final data produced by the survey.

Onset of condition—A condition is considered to have
had its onset when it was first noticed. This could be the
time the person first felt sick or became injured, or it could
be the time when the person or family was first told by
a physician that the person had a condition of which he or
she had been previously unaware.

Incidence of conditions—The incidence of a condition
is the number of cases that had their onset during a specified
period of time. A person may have more than one acute
condition during a period of time or may have the same
condition, such as a headache, more than once. Ordinarily,
however, a chronic condition can begin only one time during
a given reference period.

Prevalence of conditions—The prevalence of a condition
is the number of persons who have the condition at a given
point in time. Although the prevalence of acute conditions
is a meaningful concept, it is seldom used in health statistics,
which generally focus on the incidence of acute conditions.
If the prevalence of a chronic condition is measured during
a period of time (say, each week during a year), then the
resulting estimate of prevalence is an average of 52 weekly
prevalence estimates. This is called an average annual point
prevalence estimate.

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

Terms relating to disability

Disability—Disability is a general term that refers to any
long- or short-term reduction of a person’s activity as a result
of an acute or chronic condition. Limitation of activity refers
to a long-term reduction in a person’s capacity to perform
the average kind or amount of activities associated with his
or her age group. Restriction of activity refers to particular
kinds of behavior usually associated with a reduction in activity
due to either long- or short-term conditions. Thus limitation
of activity refers to what a person is generally capable of
doing, but restriction of activity ordinarily refers to a relatively
short-term reduction in a person’s activities below his or her
normal capacity.

Limitation of activity because of chronic conditions—Per-
sons are classified in terms of the major activity usually as-
sociated with their particular age group. The major activities
for the age groups are (1) ordinary play for children under
5 years of age, (2) attending school for those 5-17 years
of age, (3) working or keeping house for persons 18-64 years
of age, and (4) capacity for independent living for those
65 years of age and over. People aged 18-64 who are classified
as keeping house are also classified in terms of their ability
to work at a job or business.

In regard to these activities, each person is classified
into one of four categories: (1) unable to perform the major
activity, (2) able to perform the major activity but limited
in the kind or amount of this activity, (3) not limited in
the major activity but limited in the kind or amount of other
activities, and (4) not limited in any way. In regard to these
four categories, NHIS publications often classify persons only
by whether they are limited (groups 1-3) or not limited (group
4). Persons are not classified as limited in activity unless
one or more chronic conditions are reported as the cause
of the activity limitation. If more than one condition is reported,
the respondent is asked to identify the condition that is the
major cause of the limitation.

Restriction of activity—Four types of restricted activity
are measured in NHIS: bed days, work-loss days for currently
employed persons 18 years of age and over, school-loss days
for children 5-17 years of age, and cut-down days.

A bed day is one during which a person stayed in bed
more than half a day because of illness or injury. All hospital
days for inpatients are considered bed days even if the patient
was not in bed more than half a day.

A work-loss day is one on which a currently employed
person 18 years of age and over missed more than half a
day from a job or business.

A school-loss day is one on which a student 5-17 years
of age missed more than half a day from the school in which
he or she was currently enrolled.

A cut-down day is a day on which a person cuts down
for more than half a day on the things he or she usually
does.

Work-loss, school-loss, and cut-down days refer to the
short-term effects of illness or injury. However, bed days
are a measure of both long- and short-term disability, because
a chronically ill bedridden person and a person with a cold
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could both report having spent more than half a day in bed
due to an illness.

The number of restricted-activity days is the number of
days a person experienced at least one of the four types
of activity restriction just described. It is the most inclusive
measure of disability days and the least descriptive; 4 days
of restricted activity may mean 4 bed days associated with
serious illness or 4 days during which a person merely cut
down on his or her usual activities due to a mild illness.

A single restricted-activity day may involve both a bed
day and a work-loss or school-loss day. However, a cut-down
day cannot overlap with any of these three types of disability
days. In calculating the sum of restricted-activity days, each
day is counted only once even if more than one type of
activity restriction was involved.

Restricted-activity days may be associated with either
persons or conditions. Person days are the number of days
during which a person restricted his or her activity. Condition
days are the number of days during which a condition caused
a person to restrict his or her activity. A person day of restricted
activity can be caused by more than one condition. In such
a case, each condition causing restriction is associated with
that day of restricted activity. Therefore, the number of condi-
tion days of restricted activity may exceed the number of
person days of restricted activity. This relationship holds for
each type of restricted-activity day.

When two or more conditions cause a day of restricted
activity, the conditions may be (1) both (all) acute, (2) one
(some) acute and the other (some) chronic, or (3) both (all)
chronic. The number of restricted-activity days associated with
acute conditions includes groups (1) and (2); the number of
such days associated with chronic conditions includes groups
(2) and (3). The phrase “associated with” rather than “‘caused
by” is used to indicate that some days associated with acute
or chronic conditions are not necessarily caused solely by
that type of condition.

Assessed health status—The categories related to this con-
cept result from asking the respondent, “Would you say
health is excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?” As such,
it is based on a respondent’s opinion and not directly on
any clinical evidence.

Terms relating to hospitalization

Hospital—For this survey, a hospital is defined as any
institution either (1) named in the listing of hospitals in the
current American Hospital Association Guide to the Health
Care Field or (2) found on the Master Facility Inventory
List maintained by the National Center for Health Statistics.

Short-stay hospital—A short-stay hospital is one in which
the type of service provided is general; maternity; eye, ear,
nose, and throat; children’s; or osteopathic; or it may be
the hospital department of an institution.

Hospital day—A hospital day is a day on which a person
is confined to a hospital. It is counted as a hospital day
only if the patient stays overnight. Thus a patient who enters
the hospital on Monday afternoon and leaves Wednesday noon
is considered to have had two hospital days.
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Hospital days during the year—The number of hospital
days during the year is the total number for all hospital episodes
in the 12-month period prior to the interview week. For the
purposes of this estimate, episodes overlapping the beginning
or end of the 12-month period are subdivided so that only
those days falling within the period are included.

Hospital episode—A hospital episode is any continuous
period of stay of one night or more in a hospital as an inpatient
except the period of stay of a well newborn infant. A hospital
episode is recorded for a family member whenever any part
of his hospital stay is included in the 12-month period prior
to the interview week.

Demographic terms

Age—The age recorded for each person is the age at
last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and grouped
in a variety of distributions depending on the purpose of
the table.

Geographic region—For the purpose of classifying the
population by geographic area, the States are grouped into
four regions. These regions, which correspond to those used
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, are as follows:

Region States included

Northeast . . . . ... ... Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, New York, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania.

Ohio, lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wis-
consin, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Kan-
sas, and Nebraska.

Delaware, Maryland, District of Col-
umbia, West Virginia, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ok-
lahoma, Arkansas, and Texas.
Wasmington, Oregon, California,
Nevada, New Mexico, Arizona,
Idaho, Utah, Colorado, Montana,
Wyoming, Alaska, and Hawaii.

North Central . . ... ..

Place of residence—The place of residence of a member
of the civilian noninstitutionalized population is classified as
inside a standard metropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or out-
side an SMSA. Place of residence inside an SMSA is further
classified as either central city or not central city.

Standard metropolitan statistical area—The definitions
and titles of SMSA’s are established by the U.S. Office of
Management and Budget with the advice of the Federal Com-
mittee on Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. Generally
speaking, an SMSA consists of a county or group of counties
containing at least one city (or twin cities) having a population
of 50,000 or more plus adjacent counties that are metropolitan
in character and are economically and socially integrated with
the central city. In New England, towns and cities rather
than counties are the units used in defining SMSA’s. There
is no limit to the number of adjacent counties included in
the SMSA as long as they are integrated with the central
city, nor is an SMSA limited to a single State; boundaries
may cross State lines. The metropolitan population in this



report is based on SMSA’s as defined in the 1980 census
and does not include any subsequent additions or changes.

Central city of an SMSA—The largest city in an SMSA
is always a central city. One or two additional cities may
be secondary central cities in the SMSA on the basis of
one of the following criteria:

1. The additional city or cities must have a population one-
third or more of that of the largest city and a minimum
population of 25,000.

2. The additional city or cities must have at least 250,000
inhabitants.

Not central city of an SMSA—This includes all of the
SMSA that is not part of the central city itself.

Not in SMSA—This includes all other places in the country.

Race—The population is divided into three racial groups,

“white,” “black,” and “all other.” “All other” includes Aleut,
Eskimo or American Indian, Asian or Pacific Islander, and
any other races. Race characterization is based on the re-
spondent’s description of his racial background.

Income of family or of unrelated individuals—Each mem-
ber of a family is classified according to the total income
of the family of which he or she is a member. Within the
household, all persons related to each other by blood, marriage,
or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated individuals are clas-
sified according to their own incomes.

The income recorded is the total of all income received
by members of the family (or by an unrelated individual)
in the 12-month period preceding the week of interview. In-
come from all sources—for example, wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from relatives—is included.
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Appendix Il
Questionnaire items relating to
physician contacts

E. 2-WEEK DOCTOR VISITS PROBE PAGE

Read to respondent(s)

These next questions are about health care received during the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar.

d. How many telephone colls were made about ——?

El [ under t4(1b)
E1 Refer to age. [] 14 and over (1a)
Ta. During those 2 woeks, how many times did —— see or tolk to a medicol doctor? {Include ali types of doctors, ta. 00 [] None
such os dermatologists, psychiotrists, and ophthalmologists, as well as general practitioners ond osteopaths.) |and
(Do not count times while an overnight patient in o hospital.) b (NP)
b. During those 2 weeks, how many times did anyone see or talk to o medical doctor about —=? (Do not count Number of Limes
times while an overnight patient in o hospital.)
20. (Besides the time(s) you just told me about) During those 2 weeks, did anyone in the family receive health
core ot home or go to a doctor’s office, clinic, hospital or some other place? Include care from o nurse or
onyone working with or for a medical doctor. Do not count times while an overnight patient in a hospital.
O Yes []No (3a)
b. Who received this care? Moark “'DR Visit'" box in person’s column. 2b. []OR visit
c. Anyone slse? [ Yes (Reask 2b and ¢) [ Ne
Ask for each person with “DR Visit” in 26 TTTTTTTTITITTTITmmmomemes T — T
d. How many times did —~ receive this core during that period? d. :
Number of times
3o. (Besides the time(s) you already told me about) During those 2 weeks, did anyone in the family get any
medicol odvice, prescriptions or test results over the PHONE from o doctor, nurse, or anyone working with
or for o medical doctor?
JYes [CINeo (E2)
b, Who was the phone call about? Mark “‘Phone cali'* box in person’s column, b, ] Phone call
__________________________________________________________________________ e ]
c. Were there any calls obout anyone else? ] Yes (Reask 3b and c) [J No J
Ask for each person with '‘Phone call’’ in 3b
d.

Number of calis

E2

Add numbers in |, 2d, and 3d for each person. Record total number of visits and calls 1n

“2-WK. DV’ box in item Cl,

FOOTNOTES

FORM HIS-1(1982) (4-6-82)
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F. 2.WEEK DOCTOR VISITS PAGE

DR VISIT 1

Refer to Cl, *'2-WK, DV** box.

Person number

Mark first appropriate box.

F1 [J Under 14 (1b)
F1 Refer to age. [] 14 and over (1a)
To. On whot (ether) date(s) during those 2 weeks did —~ see or talk to o medical doctor, nurse, or doctor’s assistant? }

b. On what '(thr). date(s) during those 2 weeks did anyone see or talk to o medicol doctor, nurse, and | ———— oo OR ;::::S vl;::; :::;!
or doctor's assistant about =2 _  _ _ e e e SRR B e i
Ask after last DR visit column for this person: e. 1] Yes (Reask 1a or b and ¢)

. Were there any other visits or calls for——during that period? Moke necessary correction to 2-Wk. DV box in Cl. 2 [ No (Ask 2—5 for each visit)

2. Where did —— receive health care on (date in !), at o doctor’s office, clinic, hospital, some other 2, 01 [} Telephone
place, or was this o telephone call? Not in hospital Hospital:
If doctor's office: Was this office in o hospital? 0z [ Home 08 [] O.P. clinic
. . . . 9 03 [T] Doctor’s office 09 [] Emergency room
If hospital: Was it the outpatient clinic or the emergency raom? 04 ] Co. or Ind. chimic 10 [] Doctor's office
If chinic: Was it a hospital outpatient clinic, o company clinic, a public health clinic, or some 08 [ Other clhinie 11 O Lab
other kind of clinic? 06 E Lab 12 ] Overnight patient
If lab: Was this lab in a hospital? 07 [] Other (Specity) (Next DR visit)
What was done during this visit? (Footnote) ¥ e8] Other (Specify)‘
Ask 3b if under 14. 3a. 1 [ Yes (31) a 7] OK +f M.D. (3¢)
3a. Did —— actually talk to o medical doctor? UE“ 2 [JNo (3¢) 9 [[] OK who was

b, Did any i Tt Tyt T s v S S . seen (3f)

© 95 ] DK

O ;l_____

4. 1 [} One (31} 3 ] None(4)

| 2CMere L. sLIoK .

b 1[]GP (4) 2[ISeecialist(3g) 9[]DK (4)

f. e

9.

King of specialist
Ask 4b 1f under 14, 4a. t [] Condstion (item C2, THEN 4g)
40. For what condition did —— see or talk to the @ocm/(enw in 3cﬂ on (date in 1)? Mark first appropriate box. ﬂ:d 2 [} Pregnancy (4e)
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— - 3 [J Test(s) or examination (4¢)
b. For whot condition did anyone see or talk to the @ocior/{entg in BCZI about —= on (date in 1)? 8 [] Other (Spec:fy).z

Ce
d.
e
f.
(ltem C2,
e Condwon ___ _____ THEN 4g) __
g o e LNes) ..
h. What was the condition? h. [ Pregnancy (4e)
(ltem C2,
Condition THEN 49)
Mark box if **Telephone™ in 2. Sa. o [} Telephone in 2 (Next DR visit)
Sa. Did —= have any kind of surgery or operation during this visit, including bone settings [ Yes
and stitches? 2 [T} No (Next DR visit)
b. Whot was the nome of the surgery or operation? !f nome of operation not known, b m
describe what was done. 1@
c. Was there any other surgery or oparation during this visit? 777 T[T DOYes Reasksbana )

[3No

FOMRM HIS-1(1902) (4-4-82}
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SERIES 13.
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the general programs of the National Center for Health
Statistics and its offices and divisions and the data col-
lection methods used. They also include definitions and
other material necessary for understanding the data.

Data Evaluation and Methods Research--Studies of new
statistical methodology including experimental tests of
new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection
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of reliability of collected data, and contributions to
statistical theory. Studies also include comparison of
U.S. methodology with those of other countries.

Analytical and Epidemiological Studies—Reports pre-
senting analytical or interpretive studies based on vita!
and health statistics, carrying the analysis further than
the expository types of reports in the other series.

Documents and Committee Reports—Final reports of
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registration laws and revised birth and death certificates.

Comparative International Vital and Health Statistics
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U.S. vital and health statistics with those of other countries.

Data From the National Health Interview Survey—Statis-
tics on iliness, accidental injuries, disability, use of hos-
pital, medical, dental, and other services, and other
health-related topics, all based on data collected in the
continuing national household interview survey.

Data From the National Health Examination Survey and
the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey—
Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population provide the basis for (1) estimates of the
medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the
United States and the distributions of the population
with respect to physical, physiotogical, and psycho-
logical characteristics and {2) analysis of relationships
among the various measurements without reference to
an explicit finite universe of persons,

Data From the Institutionalized Population Surveys—Dis-
continued in 1975. Reports from these surveys are in-
cluded in Series 13.

Data on Health Resources Utilization—Statistics on the
utilization of health manpower and facilities providing
long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family
planning services.

SERIES 14.

SERIES 15.

SERIES 20.

SERIES 21.

SERIES 22.

SERIES 23.

Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities—
Statistics on the numbers, geographic distribution, and
characteristics of health resources including physicians,
dentists, nurses, other health occupations, hospitals,
nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Data From Special Surveys—Statistics on health and
health-related topics collected in special surveys that
are not a part of the continuing data systems of the
National Center for Health Statistics.

Data on Mortality—Various statistics on mortality other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports.
Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demo-
graphic variables; geographic and time series analyses;
and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available
from the vital records based on sample surveys of those
records.

Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce—Various sta-
tistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other than as
included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special
analyses by demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on
characteristics of births not available from the vital
records based on sample surveys of those records.

Data From the National Mortality and Natality Surveys—
Discontinued in 1975. Reports from these sample surveys
based on vital records are inciuded in Series 20 and 21,
respectively.

Data From the National Survey of Family Growth—
Statistics on fertility, family formation and dissolution,
family planning, and related maternal and infant health
topics derived from a periodic survey of a nationwide
probability sample of ever-married women 1544 years
of age.

For answers to questions about this report or for a list of titles of
reports published in these series, contact:
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Public Health Service

Hyattsville, Md. 20782
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