Health Characteristics
of Persons With
Chronic Activity
Limitation:

United States, 1979

Statistics on health characteristics for persons
with limitation of activity due to one or more
chronic conditions or impairments are
compared with those for persons who were
reported as not limited in activity due to
chronic disease or impairment. Statistics are
presented on the following utilization of
services characteristics: physician visits, dental
visits, and short-stay hospitalization. Data on
disability days, acute ilinesses, and persons
injured are also presented by chronic activity
limitation status.

Data from the National Health Survey
Series 10, No. 137

DHHS Publication No. (PHS) 82-1565

U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services

Public Health Service

Office of Health Research, Statistics,
and Technology

National Center for Health Statistics

Hyattsville, Md.

December 1981



Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Felier, Barbara A.
Health characteristics of persons with chronic activity limitation.

(Vital and health statistics. Series 10, Data from the national health
survey; no. 137} {DHHS publication; no. (PHS) 82-1565)

"By Barbara A, Feller’’ —P. 4.

Bibliography: p.

1. Chronically ill—United States—Statistics. 2. Physically handi-
capped—United States—Statistics. 3. Medical care—United States—
Utilization—Statistics. 4. Health surveys—United States. 5. United

»States—Statistics, Medical. |. National Center for Health Statistics

"UW.S.) IL. Title. til. Series. IV. Series: DHHS publication ; no. {PHS)
81-1565. {DNLM: 1, Activities of daily living—United States—Statistics.
2. Chronic disease—Occurrence—United States. 3. Handicapped—United
States—Statistics. W2 A N148vj no. 137]

RA407.3.A346 no. 137 312°.0973s 81-11249
[RA644.6] [312°.3) AACR2
ISBN 0-8406-0229-4

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.8. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402




National Center for Health Statistics

DOROTHY P. RICE, Director
ROBERT A. ISRAEL, Deputy Director

JACOB J. FELDMAN, Ph.D., Associate Director for Analysis
and Epidemiology

GAIL F. FISHER, Ph.D., Associate Director for the
Cooperative Health Statistics System

GARRIE J. LOSEE, A4ssociate Director for Data Processing
and Services

ALVAN O. ZARATE, Ph.D., Assistant Director for
International Statistics

E. EARL BRYANT, Associate Director for Interview and
Examination Statistics

ROBERT C. HUBER, A4ssociate Director for Management

MONROE G. SIRKEN, Ph.D., Associate Director for
Research and Methodology

PETER L. HURLEY, Associate Director for Vital and Health
Care Statistics

ALICE HAYWOQOD, Information Officer

Interview and Examination Statistics Program
E. EARL BRYANT, Associate Director

MARY GRACE KOVAR, Special Assistant for Data Policy
and Analysis

Division of Health Interview Statistics
ROBERT R. FUCHSBERG, Director
OWEN T. THORNBERRY, JR., Ph.D., Deputy Director

OWEN T. THORNBERRY, JR., Ph.D., dcting Chief, lliness
and Disability Statistics Branch

ROBERT A. WRIGHT, Chief, Utilization and Expenditure
Statistics Branch

CLINTON E. BURNHAM, Chief, Survey Planning and
Development Branch

NELMA B. KEEN, Chief, Computer Systems and Programming
Branch

Under the legislation establishing the National Health Suxrvey, the
Public Health Service is authorized to use, insofar as possible, the
services or facilities of other Federal, State, or private agencies. In
accordance with specifications established by the National Center for
Health Statistics, the U.S. Bureau of the Census participated in the
design and selection of the sample and carried out the household
interview stage of the data collection and certain parts of the statistical
processing.




Contents

Highlights . ........ I et ‘oo e 1
' !
Source and limitations Of the data . .« v v v v vt vt it ittt ittt s st o a it st et tansascaneenaee e 3
Utilization Of health SErViCES . . . v v v v vt vt it ittt ettt st n e e sateasonenaeenosneenaseaesonsasnsas 4
I 1o T LYY 1 - 4
DENLA] VIS & v v i v i et et ettt e et ettt e e e e 4
Short-stay RosSpital USE . . v v vt it it it ittt ittt e it ee ettt et e e 4
Disability data by chronic activity imitation status . . . . v v vttt it ittt e e e e e et e e 7
1Y oY1 VA I 377 S 7
Acute ilinesses and persons injured . ... ... i it i e e e s s it 7
References ..... it ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 10
List Of detailed 1ables . . v v v v ittt it it i ittt e et a e e 11
Appendixes
070 11 (=Y 11 X 25
I. Technical NOtes ON MEtROAS & ¢ v v v v v i it vt et bttt s aeee o e easseeesa st sncasasasssnsessassssses 26
1. Definitions of certain terms used in this report. . . . . . .. i ittt it ittt i ee sttt 38
i1l. Items on questionnaire relating to chronic activity limitation . .. ...... ... ... .. .. i, 43

List of text figures

1. Percent of total for selected health services utilization characteristics reported for persons with chronic activity limitation:
UNited States, 1970 .. ittt ittt it ittt e i e e a e e e 2
2. Percent of total for selected disability characteristics reported for persons with chronic activity limitation: United States,

K< 7.2 S 2
3. Number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1979 ...... 5
4. Percent of persons with one or more dental visits within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status and age:

United States, 1979 ........ e e e e e e e e e e et 6

5. Percent of persons with one or more short-stay hospital episodes within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation

status and age: United States, 1979 . . . .. . . ittt it ittt et e e et e e e
6. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1979 . . . .
7. Incidence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1979. . ..

© o O



Symbols
Data not available
Category not available
Quantity zero

Quantity more than zero but less than
0.05

Quantity more than zero but less than
500

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision {more than
30-percent relative standard error)

Figure suppressed to comply with
confidentiality requirements




Health Characteristics of Persons

With Chronic Activity Limitation

by Barbara A. Feller, M.A., Division of Health Interview Statistics

Highlights

Limitation of activity due to one or more chronic
conditions or impairments, as used in the National
Health Interview Survey, involves three degrees of
limitation: limited, but not in major activity; limited
in amount or kind of major activity; or unable to
carry on major activity. In 1979, an estimated 31.5
million persons had some degree of chronic activity
limitation.

The most severe chronic activity limitation
includes persons who are unable to carry on major
activity. An estimated 7.9 million persons were
unable to carry on major activity in 1979,

The intermediate category includes persons who
are limited in amount or kind of major activity—for
example, workers limited in amount or kind of work
performed, housewives restricted in amount or kind
of housework, school-age children limited to certain
types of school or in school attendance, and pre-
school children restricted in amount or kind of play
with other children. In 1979, an estimated 15.6
million persons were limited in amount or kind of
major activity.

The least severe limitation category includes
persons who are limited, but not in major activity.
For example, these persons who are not limited in
major activity but are otherwise limited are restricted
in relation to activities other than major activity, such
as recreational, church, or civic interests. In 1979, an
estimated 8.0 million persons were limited, but not in
major activity. Examples of each type of chronic
activity limitation are provided in appendix II in the
section entitled ‘“Terms relating to disability.”

Chronic activity limitation has an impact on
health services utilization and on disability days. The
14.6 percent of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population with chronic activity limitation accounted
for about 29 percent of the total number of physician
visits, 40 percent of the total number of short-stay

hospital discharges, and 58 percent of the total
number of days spent in short-stay hospitals in 1979
(figure 1). Although persons with chronic activity
limitation had about 14 percent of the acute illnesses,
they experienced about one-half (each) of the total
number of restricted-activity and bed-disability days
(figure 2).

Age-adjusted rates for selected health services
utilization data indicate that the number of physician
visits per person with any degree of limitation was 9.6
in contrast with 3.9 physician visits per person with
no activity limitation. The age-adjusted number of
hospital discharges per 100 persons was 35.2 for
limited and 10.0 for not limited persons. The
age-adjusted percent of persons with at least one
hospital episode during the preceding year was 21.0
per person with limitation, compared with 8.2 for
persons with no chronic limitation. About 36.1
percent (age-adjusted) of persons with the most
severe limitation had at least one short-stay hospital
episode, contrasted with 14.7 percent of those with
the least severe limitation.

Persons who were chronically limited had
relatively more bed-disability and restricted-activity
days than persons with no limitation had. The
age-adjusted rates for bed-disability days per year
were 18.3 per limited person and 4.2 per person with
no limitation. Although the age-adjusted rate
indicated 41.1 bed days per person unable to carry on
major activity, the corresponding rate was 7.5 per
person limited, but not in major activity.

In this report, selected health characteristics of
the estimated civilian noninstitutionalized popula-
tion reported as having chronic activity limitation are
compared with those of the remainder of the popula-
tion free of such restrictions. Health services utiliza-
tion data and disability data are described. Utilization
data such as physician visits, dental visits, and short-
stay hospitalization are included. Disability data
described include the number of restricted-activity
days, the number of bed-disability days, the incidence
of acute illnesses, and the number of persons injured.

1



Persons with chronic activity
limitation as a percent of total
civilian noninstitutionalized
population

14.6

Physician visits for persons with
chronic activity limitation as a

Al 29.
percent of total physician visits 3

Short-stay hospital discharges for
persons with chronic activity
limitation as a percent of total
short-stay hospital discharges

40.1

Short-stay hospital days for persons
with chronic activity limitation as

a percent of total short-stay
hospital days

58.0

| | I ] i | |
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Percent of total for selected health services utilization characteristics

Figure 1. Percent of total for selected health services utilization characteristics reported for persons with chronic activity limitation:
United States, 1979
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Figure 2. Percent of total for selected disability characteristics reported for persons with chronic activity limitation: United States, 1979




Source and limitations of the data

The information from the National Health Inter-
view Survey (NHIS) presented in this report is based
on data collected in a continuing nationwide survey
conducted by household interview. A probability
sample of households is interviewed each week by
trained personnel of the U.S. Bureau of the Census to
obtain information about the health and other char-
acteristics of each member of the household in the
civilian noninstitutionalized population.

During the 52 weeks in 1979, the sample con-
sisted of approximately 42,000 households con-
taining about 111,000 persons living at the time of
the interview, The total noninterview rate was about
3.9 percent—2.2 percent of which was due to re-
spondent refusal and the remainder was primarily due
to an inability to locate an eligible respondent at
home after repeated calls.

The population base figures used in computing
most of the rates and percents in this report are
shown in table 1.

A description of the survey design, methods used
in estimation, and general qualifications of the data
obtained from this survey is provided in appendix I.
The estimates in this report are subject to sampling
error, because they are based on a sample of the pop-

ulation. Therefore, particular attention should be
paid to the section entitled “Reliability of estimates.”
Sampling errors for most of the estimates are rela-
tively low. However, where an estimated number or
the numerator or denominator of a rate or percent-
age is small, the sampling error may be high. Charts of
relative sampling errors and instructions for their use
are presented in appendix I.

Terms used here are defined in appendix II.
Appendix III contains portions of the questionnaire
applicable to this report. A complete facsimile of the
questionnaire used in the interview is provided in
Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 136.1

In this report, terms such as “similar” and “the
same” mean that no statistically significant difference
exists between the statistics being compared. Terms
relating to difference such as “‘greater than™ or “less
than” indicate that differences are statistically signif-
icant. The #-test with a critical value of 1.96 (0.05
level of significance) was used to test comparisons
that are discussed. Lack of comment regarding the
difference between any two statistics does not mean
that the difference was tested and found to be not
significant.



Utilization of health services

Three types of data on health services utilization
are presented: physician visits, dental visits, and hos-
pitalizations. Data on visits include the number of
visits and the percent of persons with one or more
visits, Hospitalization data include the number of
short-stay hospital discharges and the percent of per-
sons with at least one short-stay hospital episode.

Physician visits

In 1979, about 3 in every 10 physician visits
(29.3 percent) were reported for persons with chronic
activity limitation. A higher number of visits per per-
son was reported for those with limitation (9.5) than
for those with no limitation (3.9). Generally, the rate
ranged from 6.5 for those limited, but not in major
activity, to 11.9 for those unable to carry on major
activity (table 2). Figure 3 shows the number of
physician visits per person by chronic activity limita-
tion status and age.

Overall, limited persons made about 6.2 physician
visits per person in the office compared with about
2.7 for persons with no activity limitation (table 3).
The number of office visits per person unable to carry
on major activity was higher than for persons limited,
but not in major activity, except for persons 65 years
of age and over, where this difference was not
statistically significant.

In 1979, 87.4 percent of limited persons (27.5
million) contacted a physician at least once within
the interview year (table 4). In contrast, 73.0 percent
of those without activity restrictions (134.4 million)
contacted a physician. Table 4 provides the number
and percent of persons with one or more physician
visits within a year of the interview, by chronic activ-
ity limitation status, sex, and age.

Dental visits

An estimated 50.9 million dental visits, or 1 visit
in every 7, were made by persons with chronic
activity limitation (table 5). The number of dental

visits per limited person was generally not sig-
nificantly different from the number per person with
no limitation, except for persons 65 years of age and
over. In the latter group, the rate of dental visits was
lower for limited than for not limited persons. The
number of dental visits and the number per person
are shown by chronic activity limitation status, sex,
and age in table 5.

Approximately 12.5 million limited persons (39.8
percent) made at least one dental visit in 1979 (table
6). Proportionately fewer persons with chronic activ-
ity limitation generally made at least one dental visit
than those with no limitation did (39.8 percent com-
pared with 51.9 percent). However, for persons under
17 years of age, the percent was higher for limited
than for not limited persons (55.0 percent compared
with 50.8 percent). Regarding the degree of limita-
tion, those with the most severe limitation were rela-
fively less likely to have seen a dentist at least once
(26.9 percent) than those with the least severe restric-
tion were (51.2 percent). Furthermore, a lower per-
cent of those who were unable o carry on a major
activity (26.9 percent) visited the dentist at least once
than those who were limited in amount or kind of
major activity did (40.5 percent). Figure 4 shows the
percent of persons in each chronic activity limitation
status with one or more dental visits, by age.

Short-stay hospital use

Representing about two-fifths of all discharges
from short-stay hospitals, persons with chronic activ-
ity limitation accounted for 12.1 million of the total
30.1 million discharges (table 7). Variation occurred
among the limitation categories in that the most
severely limited group experienced higher numbers of
hospital discharges per 100 persons than the least
severely limited category did. Generally, the rate
ranged from 20.8 per person limited, but not in major
activity, to 64.1 per person unable to carry on major
activity (table 7).



Approximately three-fifths (58 percent) of all
hospital days were reported for limited persons, who
experienced 136.7 million of the 235.7 million total
days (table 8). The average length of stay was gen-
erally higher for persons with chronic activity limita-
tion (11.3 days) than for those free from these health
problems (5.5 days).

About one-fourth of all limited persons (7.3 mil-
lion) had at least one short-stay hospital episode
(table 9). This percent was substantially larger than
that for persons not limited (8.1). The percent for

persons with the most severe limitation was higher
than that for persons with the least severe chronic
activity limitation. For example, overall, about one-
third of those who were unable to carry on major
activity were hospitalized at least once within a year
of the interview compared with about one-seventh of
those who were limited, but not in major activity.
Figure 5 shows the percent of persons in each limita-
tion status with one or more short-stay hospital
episodes by age.
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Figure 3. Number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1979
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Figure 4. Percent of persons with one or more dental visits within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status and age:
United States, 1979
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Figure 5. Percent of persons with one or more short-stay hospital episodes within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status and age:
United States, 1979



Disability data by chronic activity

limitation status

The NHIS concept of “chronic activity limita-
tion” involves long-term disability. Chronic activity
limitation refers to long-term reduction in activity
because of one or more chronic conditions or impair-
ments and describes one’s ability to perform the usual
activity of a person in a certain age-sex category.

Other types of disability data are also available
from the NHIS. Data on days of disability associated
with acute illness or injury or a current episode of
disability associated with chronic disease or impair-
ment? are also collected in the NHIS. Thus, for
example, a person with chronic activity limitation
because of arthritis may have episodes of illness due
to flare-ups in the arthritis and may also have experi-
enced acute illnesses or injuries at other times that
resulted in restricted activity or bed disability.?

Two types of disability days are shown by
chronic activity limitation status in this section—
restricted-activity and bed-disability days. Data on
the incidence of acute illness and number of persons
injured are also presented by chronic activity limita-
tion status.

Disability days

Persons with chronic activity limitation reported
about one-half of the total number of restricted-
activity days, or an estimated 2.2 billion of the total
4.1 billion restricted-activity days (table 10). A sub-
stantially larger number of restricted-activity days per
person (69.1) was reported for persons with chronic
activity limitation than for those with no such limita-
tion (10.5).

The number of restricted-activity days varied by
degree of chronic activity limitation. Generally, the
days per person were relatively higher among persons
with more severe chronic activity limitation than
among those with less severe limitation. For example,
33.9 restricted-activity days per person were reported
for those limited, but not in major activity, 63.8 per
person limited in amount or kind of major activity,

and 115.4 per person unable to carry on major activ-
ity. (However, for persons under 17 years of age, this
pattern did not appear to be consistently significant.)
Figure 6 shows the number of restricted-activity days
per person by chronic activity limitation status and
age.

Persons with chronic activity limitation ac-
counted for about one-half of the total number of
bed-disability days, thus resulting in about 676
million of the total 1.5 billion bed-disability days
(table 11). The rate per limited person was consid-
erably higher than that per person with no chronic
limitation (21.5 compared with 4.2).

Regarding the degree of limitation, the number of
bed days per person generally increased with the
severity of chronic activity limitation: 7.6 bed-
disability days per person limited, but not in major
activity; 16.9 per person limited in amount or kind of
major activity; and 44.6 per person unable to carry
on major activity.

Acute illnesses and persons injured

Limited persons were estimated to have had
about 1 out of every 7 acute conditions in 1979—
about 66.2 million of the 464.5 million fotal (table
12). Persons with limitations had relatively more
acute conditions than those with no limitation in
each age category had. However, a consistent signif-
icant pattern did not appear among the degrees of
limitation that held for each age category. The inci-
dence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year is
shown by chronic activity limitation status and age in
figure 7.

About 10.3 million persons injured had chronic
activity limitation (table 13). The number of persons
injured generally did not show significant variation
between limited and not limited persons, except for
persons 65 years of age and over. For example, the
overall number of persons injured per 100 persons
with chronic activity limitation and those per 100
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persons with no limitation was 32.8 and 31.9, per 100 persons with chronic activity limitation were
respectively. This difference is small enough to be found than those with no limitation—25.2 compared
attributed to sampling variability. For persons 65 with 12.3, respectively.

years of age and over, however, more persons injured
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Figure 6. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1979



Incidence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year
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Table 1. Number and percent distribution of persons by chronic activity limitation status, according to sex and age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |, Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111

With limitation of activity

With no .
.. .. Limited
Sex and age All limita- Limited, in amount Unable to
persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on
activity in majoi of major ma/'ar1
activity activity} activity
Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
Allages . ...ttt e e e 215,723 184,227 31,496 8,019 15,603 7,874
Under 1T7vears . ......c.vuiirninneenennn 58,250 55,959 2,291 1,059 1,123 109
T7-44 YEaIS . v i ittt it i e e e 90,673 82,667 8,006 2,993 4,003 1,010
AB-BAYRArS . v ittt et et e 43,457 33,005 10,452 2,368 5,277 2,808
Bbyearsandover ... ...l i e 23,343 12,595 10,747 1,599 5,200 3,947
Male
Allages . .. .i it i i e e e 104,097 88,760 15,337 3,775 5,773 5,789
Under 17vyears . .....c.iieirerennneennns 29,714 28,404 1,310 601 652 57
T17-44YEaIS & o i vt ittt et e e 43,993 39,920 4,073 1,576 1,764 733
A5-BAYears . .. .. it e e 20,773 15,641 5,232 1,097 1,895 2,240
B5vyearsandover .. .... ... it 9,617 4,895 4,721 501 1,462 2,758
Female
Alages . ...ttt i e e 111,626 95,467 16,159 4,244 9,830 2,086
Under 17vears ........coveervnneennsnn 28,637 27,555 981 457 471 53
T7-44¥ears . v v v v it i ittt i e e e 46,680 42,747 3,933 1,417 2,239 277
AB-BAYears . v vttt it e e e e 22,684 17,464 5,219 1,271 3,382 567
B5vyearsandover . . ... .. i e i e 13,726 7,700 6,026 1,099 3,738 1,189
Both sexes Percent distribution
Allages . ... . ittt i e e e 100.0 85.4 14.6 3.7 7.2 3.7
Under 17vears . .......cuniiiniennnnnnan 100.0 96.1 3.9 1.8 1.9 0.2
1744 years . .. .t i e e e 100.0 91.2 8.8 3.3 4.4 1.1
AB-BAYEars v v vt e e e 100.0 75.9 24.1 5.4 12.1 6.5
B5yearsand over ... ... ..t ii i, 100.0 54.0 46.0 6.9 22.3 16.9
Male
Allages . ...ttt it i i e e 100.0 85.3 14.7 3.6 5.5 5.6
Under 17vears .........0iviiiimennnns 100.0 95.6 4.4 2.0 2.2 0.2
17-44 years . @i v it ittt i e e e 100.0 90.7 9.3 3.6 4.0 1.7
A5-BAYEars . .. it it 100.0 74.8 25.2 5.3 9.1 10.8
B5yearsand OVer . ... v v ittt e e 100.0 50.9 49.1 b.2 156.2 28.7
Female

Allages . ...t it e e e e e 100.0 85.5 14.5 3.8 8.8 1.9
Under 17 vears ... .. vin i it i enennenn 100.0 96.6 3.4 1.6 1.7 0.2
T7-44 years . . .o i i ettt e e e 100.0 91.6 8.4 3.0 4.8 0.6
ABBAYEAIS . . v ittt e e e 100.0 77.0 23.0 5.6 14.9 2.5
B5vyearsand over . ... ...t 100.0 56.1 43.9 8.0 27.2 8.7

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in
Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

12



Table 2. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

{Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111

With limitation of activity

With no ..
All limita- Limited, : Limited Unable to
Sex and age . in amount

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on
activity in I:I‘l"?jO!]' of major m:?j:0f1

activity activity activity

Both sexes Number of physician visits in thousands
Allages . ... v i it it i e s e 1,021,986 722,452 299,535 52,475 163,679 93,381
Under T7vyears . v v v v vv s cnnnnenersenn 241,163 219,467 21,685 5,483 14,559 1,643
17-44 years . v v v v ittt i 405,335 327,790 77,546 21,320 40,059 16,166
A5-BAyears . ... i it 227,292 120,598 106,694 15,6567 55,402 35,725
65yearsandover . ... ... 0 e i e 148,207 54,697 93,610 10,105 43,658 39,847
Male
Allages . v vt ittt s i i e e 421,832 294,248 127,585 18,075 48,306 61,204
Under17years . .« v oo vt v i tnnnenoses 124,579 112,757 11,823 2,098 8,882 *843
1744 years v v e evint it nnnnnnnns 142,998 113,117 20,881 7,499 13,165 9,227
A5BAYRAIS v v i v st a it 97,555 49,905 47,650 5,425 16,374 25,851
BEyearsandover ... ... ... 56,701 18,469 38,232 3,053 9,896 25,283
Female
| T . 600,154 428,204 171,950 34,400 105,373 32,178
Undert7vyears . .. ... vieninaeen.. 116,573 106,711 9,863 3,385 5,677 *801
1744 years v .o vvivn st te e innasnnnss 262,337 214,672 47,665 13,821 26,905 6,939
A5-BAVEAIS . . vttt a i n e e 129,737 70,693 59,044 10,142 39,029 9,874
B5yearsandover ...... ..o e 91,506 36,128 55,378 7,052 33,762 14,564
Both sexes Number of physician visits per person per year
| I T TN 4.7 3.9 9.5 6.5 9.8 119
Under 17years .o oo vv v inionnnsvnons 4.1 3.9 9.5 5.2 13.0 15.1
1744 VYEArS . v vt i vn i ittt et te e 4.5 4.0 9.7 741 10.0 16.0
4564 YEars . ...t 5.2 3.7 10.2 6.6 10.5 12.7
Gbyearsandover . ..... .0t enenn 6.3 4.3 8.7 6.3 8.4 10.1
Male
Allages . v vt v v v it e i e e 4.1 3.3 8.3 4.8 8.4 10.6
Under 17vears . . ..o iveernmcenansonns 4.2 4.0 9.0 3.5 13.6 *14.8
174 years . ..o v i iii et 3.3 2.8 7.3 4.8 7.5 12.6
A5-BAYEArS v v v v v v, 4.7 3.2 9.1 4.9 8.6 115
BEyearsand over ... v i it b.9 3.8 8.1 6.1 6.8 9.2
Female

Allages . oo i vttt it et b.4 4.5 10.6 8.1 10.7 15.4
Under 17years . oo oot ieveveeonnnonens 4.1 3.9 10.1 7.4 121 *15.1
T7-44 years ... vt it ii s 5.6 5.0 12.1 9.8 12.0 25.1
A5-64YRars . . v v vttt i e et 5.7 4.0 113 8.0 11.5 17.4
G5vyearsandover . ... .. i i i 6.7 4.7 9.2 6.4 9.0 12.2

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in schoo! or preschool activities.
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Table 3. Number of physician visits in the office and number of physician office visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex,
and age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix |1]

With limitation of activity

With no Limited
s All limita- Limited, Limite Unable to
ex and age . in amount
persons tion of Total but not Kind carry on
activity ot in major or xin major
activity 1 of major activity
activity
Both sexes Number of physician office visits in thousands
Allages ...ttt it e 694,245 499,983 194,262 36,831 102,382 55,049
Under17vyears ........ccieiiieannnnnn. 151,540 139,312 12,228 3,794 7,237 1,197
1744 years . .. .ot ittt i i e e 278,350 227,533 50,817 14,410 26,229 10,178
A5-BAvyears . .. ..ttt e e 157,211 89,757 67,455 10,706 36,569 20,179
B5yearsand oOvVer ... .. v ittt i 107,143 43,381 63,761 7,920 32,347 23,494
Male
CAAgES L. e e i e e 279,446 200,189 79,257 12,704 30,032 36,521
Under17years .......cuoviinneneenneenn 80,043 73,714 6,329 1,462 4,283 *584
T7-44 years . v v it ittt e e e 94,520 75,711 18,809 5,281 7,382 6,146
AB-BAYears . ... ittt i e e, 66,604 37,051 29,554 3,650 11,161 14,743
Bbyearsand over ... .. it i e e 38,279 13,713 24,566 2,312 7,206 15,048
Female
CAllages ... e e e e 414,799 299,794 115,005 24,126 72,350 18,5629
Under17vyears .........uuiuiuennnnnn. 71,497 65,598 5,900 2,332 2,954 *613
17-44 years . ..o ot it it et e e 183,830 151,822 32,009 9,129 18,847 4,032
ABBAYREArS o . v i it it i e e e 90,607 52,706 37,901 7,057 25,408 5,436
B5yearsandover .. ... ... .. it e e 68,864 29,668 39,196 5,609 25,141 8,446
Both sexes Number of physician office visits per person per year
Allages . ..ttt it e i e e 3.2 2.7 6.2 46 6.6 7.0
Under17vyears .......iivtinenennnnennn 2.6 2.5 5.3 3.6 6.4 11.0
17-44 years . ..o ittt i i i e e 341 2.8 6.3 4.8 6.6 10.1
A5-BAVYears . .. ...t i i e e e 3.6 2.7 6.5 45 6.9 7.2
Bbyearsandover .. .... ...t 4.6 34 5.9 5.0 6.2 6.0
Male
Allages . ...ttt n ittt nneennnenneas 2,7 2.3 5.2 3.4 5.2 6.3
Under17years ........c.viiiiniennnnnns 2.7 2.6 4.8 24 6.6 *10.2
A Y 2.1 1.9 4.6 34 4.2 8.4
AB-BAYears . ...t i e 3.2 2.4 5.6 3.3 5.9 6.6
B5yearsandover . .. ... ... 0 e 4.0 2.8 5.2 4.6 4.9 5.5
Female
Allages ... .viii ittt ittt 3.7 3.1 7.1 5.7 7.4 8.9
Under 17vears ........covviinnennennnas 2.5 2.4 6.0 5.1 6.3 *11.6
17-44YearS « o i ittt i e e e 3.9 3.6 8.1 6.4 8.4 14.6
A58 Years .« v vt i e e e e 4.0 3.0 7.3 5.6 7.5 9.6
B5yearsand Over . ... ittt e 5.0 3.9 6.5 5.1 6.7 71

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 4. Number and percent of persons with one or more physician visits within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and
age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix i)

With limitation of activity

All g Limited Limited Unable to

Sex and age Imita fmited, in amount nadle
persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in major . major

et of major .
activity activi ty1 activity
Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
AllageS v iv ittt e i e 161,930 134,418 27,512 6,736 13,792 6,984
Under 17years . ..vvvneeineennnnnn 44,055 42,035 2,020 914 1,000 106
1744 years . . ..o vv it ii i 67,253 60,375 6,878 2,510 3,488 880
45-B4Years .. iiin i 31,985 22,803 9,182 1,941 4,686 2,555
Boyearsand over .+ v v v v e 18,637 9,205 9,432 1,371 4,618 3,443
Male
Allages ......... et 73,185 60,313 12,872 3,013 4,783 5,076
Under17vears .......coiinnienn.. 22,577 21,427 1,150 517 578 55
1744 vyears . ..o i vt i e e 28,864 25,545 3,319 1,233 1,440 645
A5-64Years o . v v vttt it 14,447 9,992 4,455 871 1,568 2,016
GByearsandover . ... .0 it i 7,298 3,350 3,948 392 1,196 2,361
Female
| T 88,745 74,105 14,640 3,723 9,010 1,907
Under17vears ........cevvennenn. 21478 20,609 869 397 421 51
17444 years . ......... e 38,389 34,830 3,560 1,276 2,048 235
A5-64vyears . .. . i e e i i e 17,639 12,811 4,728 1,070 3,118 539
G65yearsandover ... ... .. i e, 11,339 5,855 5,483 980 3,422 1,082
Both sexes Percent
Allages ........... e 75.1 73.0 87.4 84.0 884 88.7
Under 17vyears .......oueueeeenn 75.6 75.1 88.2 86.3 89.0 97.2
1744 years . . . vt it vt i it e 74.2 73.0 85.9 83.9 87.1 87.1
AB-BAyears . .. v ittt 73.6 69.1 87.8 82.0 88.8 91.0
B5yearsandover . ... ... i e e 79.8 73.1 87.8 85.7 88.8 87.2
Male
Allages oo iii ittt i e 70.3 68.0 83.9 79.8 829 87.7
Under17vyears ..........c0..ooan. 76.0 75.4 87.8 86.0 88.7 96.5
1744 years . v v vttt it e e 65.6 64.0 81.6 78.2 81.6 88.0
AB-BAYears . .. vt h i n e e 69.5 64.3 85.1 79.4 82.7 90.0
Bhyearsandover .. ... i i e oL 75.9 68.4 83.6 78.2 81.8 85.6
Female

AlLages v ittt i i i 79.5 77.6 90.6 87.7 91.7 91.4
Under17vears .............c..... 75.3 74.8 88.6 86.9 89.4 96.2
17-44 YRaArS + v v v v vttt e e 82.2 81.5 90.5 90.0 91.5 84.8
AB-BAVYeArS + . v vt i vt et 77.3 73.4 90.6 84.2 92.2 95.1
BB yearsand over v o v i h i e e e 82.6 76.0 91.0 89.2 91.5 91.0

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 5. Number of dental visits and number of dental visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no P
All limita- Limited, Limited Unable to
Sex and age . in amount

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in major of major major

activity activity 1 activity

Both sexes Number of dental visits in thousands
Allages ... iviit it iinetenocennsans 366,270 315,421 50,850 17,004 26,349 7,497
Under17vyears .......uievenneneennenns 93,893 90,045 3,848 2,372 1,476 -
17-44 years . ..o i it i et e 156,350 141,598 14,751 6,441 7,388 *923
A5-BAYears . . i ittt e et e 83,004 64,135 18,869 4,880 10,130 3,859
Bbyearsandover .. ....... i 33,024 19,643 13,381 3,311 7,355 2,715
Male
Allages ... .uier et tnnnrtareinoeenas 161,811 139,621 22,191 6,644 10,141 5,405
Under 1T7years . .....uveinneroannnansas 44,532 42,815 1,717 *856 *862 -
1744 vyears . ..ot v i it i ittt et e 66,416 59,849 6,568 3,361 2,735 *472
AB-6AVYears . .. ...ttt it e 38,391 29,570 8,822 1,738 4,196 2,887
Boyearsand Over . . .. vt ittt r e e e 12,471 7,387 5,084 *689 2,348 2,046
Female
Allages ...t vvi ittt i ettt 204,459 175,800 28,659 10,360 16,208 2,091
Under 17years .......cvieeeenneeenenns 49,360 47,230 2,131 1,516 *614 -
1744 years o oo v vi i v it i i it 89,933 81,750 8,184 3,080 4,653 *451
AB-BAYEars . v v i it it e 44,612 34,565 10,047 3,142 5,934 971
Bbyearsandover . ... ... i e e 20,5653 12,255 8,298 2,622 5,007 *669
Both sexes Number of dental visits per person per year
Allages ... vttt ettt iaens 1.7 1.7 1.6 2.1 1.7 1.0
Under T7vears . ....ievrernnennnsnnenes 1.6 1.6 1.7 2.2 1.3 -
1744 ¥ears . . oottt i et e e e 1.7 1.7 1.8 2.2 1.8 *0.9
AB-BAYears . .. i i it 1.9 1.9 1.8 2.1 1.9 1.4
Bbhvearsand over . . .. i e i h e e e 1.4 1.6 1.2 2.1 1.4 0.7
Male
Allages ... ..ot ieneinotinnnesnes 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.8 1.8 0.9
Under 17vyears .......oieeeennnnnenesn 1.5 1.5 1.3 *1.4 *1.3 -
1744 years . .. v it i i i e e 1.5 1.5 1.6 2.1 1.6 *0.6
A5-BA Years . .. i ittt e e 1.8 1.9 1.7 1.6 2.2 1.3
Boyearsand Over .. .. h i ih et i s e 1.3 1.5 1.1 *1.4 1.6 0.7
Female

Alfages . ...t in ittt tantienas 1.8 1.8 1.8 2.4 1.6 1.0
Under 17vyears .......c.iiiiiinnennnnns 1.7 1.7 2.2 3.3 *1.3 -
1744 YeaIS & vttt it i e et e e 1.9 1.9 2.1 2.2 2.1 *1.6
A5-64Years . . v v i v vttt 2.0 2.0 1.9 2.5 1.8 1.7
B5yearsand Over . ... ..ttt it i e 1.6 1.6 1.4 2.4 1.3 *0.6

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 6. Number and percent of persons with one or more dental visits within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:

United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no .
All limita- Limited, Limited Unable to
Sex and age . in amount

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in f.n?jor of major l;r.aj.t:r1

activity activity1 activity

Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
Allages ..ottt it e e e e e e 108,209 95,662 12,547 4,104 6,322 2,121
Under17vears .......c.ciciiinnnnennnnn. 29,666 28,405 1,260 727 512 *22
17-44 years & .ot it ittt i e e 49,571 45,509 4,062 1,661 2,011 390
A5-BAYears .. ...ttt i i e e 21,307 17,031 4,276 1,153 2,203 920
B5yearsand over ... ..ottt e, 7,665 4,717 2,948 563 1,596 790
Male
Allages ...t i i e i e e 50,350 44,375 5,975 2,002 2,400 1,673
Under 17 years ..... e e e 14,857 14,145 711 413 289 *9
T17-44 years . @i iii ittt e e i e e 22,517 20,593 1,924 840 807 277
4564 vyears ... ... e n., e e 9,966 7,872 2,094 575 820 699
65 yearsandover . .... et e e 3,011 1,765 1,246 174 485 587
Female
Allages ..ottt i e e e e e e 57,858 51,286 6,572 2,102 3,922 548
Under 17years .. veennecnneennneennenn. 14,809 14,260 549 314 223 *12
17-44 years . .o v ittt i i i e e 27,055 24,917 2,138 822 1,204 112
AB-BAYears . .. i .ttt e i e e e 11,341 9,158 2,183 578 1,384 221
BByearsandover . ... ... e 4,654 2,952 1,702 389 1,111 203
Both sexes Percent
Allages i it i e i e e e 50.2 51.9 39.8 51.2 405 26.9
Under 17 vears .. .vvn it e iiennn e anns 50.9 50.8 55.0 68.6 45.6 *20.2
T7-44 ¥ears « v i vttt e i i i e e 54,7 55.1 50.7 55.5 50.2 38.6
A5-BAYEArS « ittt e e 49.0 51.6 40.9 48.7 41.7 328
BB5yearsandover . ....... .. i i 32.8 375 27.4 35.2 30.7 20.0
Male
Allages ... i i i e e 48.4 50.0 39.0 53.0 41.6 27.2
Under17vyears ....... e e e e 50.0 49.8 54.3 68.7 44.3 *15.8
T7-44 ¥ears & v o vttt e et et e 51.2 51.6 47.2 53.3 45.7 37.8
AB-BAYEars i v it e e 48.0 50.7 40.0 52.4 43.3 31.2
B5yearsand over . .. vttt e 31.3 36.1 26.4 34.7 33.2 21.3
Female

2 LI T - 51.8 63.7 40.7 495 39.9 26.3
Under 17 years . ....uieeinnnneeeneennnen 51.9 51.8 56.0 68.7 47.3 *22.6
17-44vyears .. vinii i RPN . 58.0 58.3 54.4 58.0 53.8 404
A5-BAYEars . . i vttt e e e e 50.0 52.4 41.8 45.5 40.9 39.0
B5yearsandover .. .. ...ttt e 33.9 38.3 28.2 35.4 29.7 17.1

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 7. Number of discharges from short-stay hospitals and number of discharges per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex,
and age: United States, based on data collected in health interviews in 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no

.. .. Limited
o, et iy Y
persons fon Total put no or kind 4
activity in major of major major
activity activity activity
Both sexes Number of discharges in thousands
N =T 30,070 18,004 12,066 1,669 5,346 5,051
Under T7years ..o o iv i i v e neenneeenseans 3,782 3,071 711 224 385 101
17-44 years & .. v o v i ittt e s tee it et 12,752 10,019 2,734 635 1,407 692
AB-BA YEAIS . v v ittt nnn e e 7,235 3,046 4,189 442 1,898 1,848
Bbyearsand OVEr . ... v v vt e r it e 6,301 1,868 4,433 368 1,656 2,410
Male
Allages . v v ittt i i s e s 12,125 6,449 5,676 714 1,627 3,335
Under 17 vyears . .. cv v it ieiivneecneeens 2,070 1,706 364 100 238 *26
1744 YEars .. v v i i ittt et eee s v 3,782 2,633 1,149 230 476 443
A5-B4YEArs . v v v vt n it e 3,508 1,409 2,099 254 538 1,307
Boyearsandover . ....... .0t it e 2,764 700 2,064 130 375 1,659
Female
Allages . ..ttt e e e s c e e 17,945 11,555 6,390 956 3,719 1,715
Under 17years . .. oot ii i et tnneennnnnens 1,711 1,365 346 124 147 75
17-44 YEaIS . i i i i ittt it ettt 8,970 7,385 1,685 405 931 248
A5-BAYEAIS . .t ittt ettt e 3,726 1,637 2,089 188 1,360 541
Boyearsand Over ... ... ii ittt i i 3,637 1,168 2,369 238 1,281 851
Both sexes Number of discharges per 100 persons per year
T =3 13.9 9.8 38.3 20.8 34.3 64.1
Under17vears . ... vi i it nnioeeeeennns 6.5 5.5 31.0 21.2 34.3 92.7
T7-44 years ... ..ttt et e 141 121 34.1 21.2 35.1 68.5
A5-BAYears . ...ttt e e e e 16.6 9.2 40.1 18.7 36.0 65.8
Gbyearsandover ............ . .00, 27.0 14.8 41.2 23.0 31.8 61.1
Male
L T 11.6 7.3 37.0 18.9 28.2 57.6
Under T7vears . ...ttt ieentnnesnnes 7.0 6.0 27.8 16.6 36.5 *45.6
T7-44YEArs v v v vt i it ettt e e e 8.6 6.6 28.2 14.6 27.0 60.4
AB-BAYEAIS . v i ittt 16.9 9.1 40.1 23.2 28.4 58.3
BEyearsand oOver . ... .. v ee it 28.7 14.3 43.7 25.9 25.6 56.5
Female

- T 1= 16.1 12.1 39.5 225 37.8 82.2
Under 17 years . . oo v in et tnnninnnnennns 6.0 5.0 35.3 2741 31.2 141.5
17-44 years . ...ttt i i e 19.2 17.3 40.3 28.6 41.6 89.5
AB-BAYears .. ... .i i i e e 16.4 9.4 40.0 14.8 40.2 95.4
BByearsand OVEr . .. ... vt i ittt i it 25.8 156.2 39.3 21.7 34.3 71.6

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 8. Number of hospital days and average length of stay for discharges from short-stay hospitals, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and
age: United States, based on data collected in health interviews in 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no Limited, Limited Unable to
All limita- but not n am?un carry on
Sex and age . Total . X or kind g
persons tion of in major of major major1
activity activity activity activity
Both sexes Number of hospital days in thousands
Allages . ....viiiiiii it 235,747 99,054 136,693 13,608 54,285 68,300
Under17vyears ... iviineeinnenenenn 21,111 14,727 6,384 1,283 4,005 1,096
1744 years . oo vh ittt i e e e e 78,656 48,065 30,591 5,181 14,329 11,082
AB-BAYears . . ... h it i e 67,897 20,215 47,683 3,565 18,910 25,208
65 yearsandover ....... e [ 68,083 16,048 52,035 3,680 17,042 31,414
Male
Allages v v i s i e e i e e 107,611 36,750 70,861 5,862 17,132 47,867
Under 17years ... vu v innneennronneenas 11,981 7,626 4,355 *720 2,950 *685
17-44 years « v v v et i i e e 29,949 14,083 15,866 1,940 4,961 8,964
AB-BAYears . ...ttt e it e, 36,053 9,197 26,856 1,903 6,016 18,937
B5years and oVer . .o vt h i n e e e e 29,630 5,845 23,785 1,299 3,205 19,281
Female
Allages ...ttt ittt et i e 128,135 62,303 65,832 7,746 37,153 20,933
Under 17years .....ovt vt innneennennns 9,130 7,101 2,029 *563 1,065 *411
1744 YEars & v ittt ittt ittt 48,707 33,982 14,726 3,241 9,367 2,117
AB-BAVears . .. vt i e e e 31,845 11,018 20,827 1,662 12,894 6,271
B5yearsand over ... i i i e e e 38,453 10,203 28,250 2,280 13,837 12,133
Both sexes Average length of stay in days
AlTages . uvi vttt ittt 7.8 5.5 11.3 8.2 10.2 13.6
Under 17years . .vuvee i innieertnenenenns 5.6 4.8 9.0 5.7 104 10.9
1744 Years v v v e vttt it ittt e 6.2 4.8 11.2 8.2 10.2 16.0
AB-BAYRAIS « v v v ittt vttt e 94 6.6 11.4 8.1 10.0 13.6
B5yearsand over . ... vttt e 10.8 8.6 11.7 9.7 10.3 13.0
Male
Allages . ...ttt i e e e e, 8.9 5.7 12.5 8.2 10.5 14.4
Under 17vears . ...vii it nennnennnn 5.8 4.5 12.0 *7.2 124 *26.3
1744 years . v v v i v e v i it i s 7.9 5.3 13.8 8.4 10.4 20.2
A5-64AYRarS « v v vt i e e 10.3 6.5 12.8 7.5 11.2 14.5
BByearsand over . ..o i it e, 10.7 8.4 11.5 10.0 8.5 12.4
Female
Al ages .ttt ittt e e 7.1 5.4 10.3 8.1 10.0 12.2
Under17vyears ......iiiiieniinnennann 5.3 5.2 5.9 *4.5 7.2 *5.5
1744 y€ars « v v v vt it ee it i e it e 5.4 4.6 9.3 8.0 10.1 8.5
ABBAYEArS o v v i vttt vttt e e 8.5 6.7 10.0 8.8 9.5 11.6
BByearsand over « ..o it i i i i i e 10.9 8.7 1.9 9.6 10.8 14.3

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 9. Number and percent of persons with one or more short-stay hospital episodes within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation
status, sex, and age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no ..
Al limita- Limited, Limited Unable to
Sex and age N in amount
persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on
activity mtr_ns‘i/oq of major n;::ajgr‘
activity activity activity
Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
Y L= 22,201 14,859 7,342 1,219 3,423 2,699
Under17vyears . .. vovv i innttennrnnennnans 2,997 2,619 378 127 208 43
17-44years ... ittt i et e e 10,021 8,298 1,723 475 887 361
A5-BAYEAIS . . i it ittt e 4,929 2,511 2,418 343 1,133 942
B5yearsand OVEr . .. ... v it vt annaneeennnn 4,254 1,431 2,823 275 1,195 1,362
Male
Allages . . v i ittt i e i i e e e 8,753 5,378 3,375 501 1,063 1,821
Under17years ... .coveiiinienenenennenns 1,693 1,484 210 68 124 *17
17-44 years . ... ..ttt e e e 2,849 2,140 709 181 290 237
A5-BAYearS . .. vttt ittt et et 2,394 1,185 1,209 172 348 689
Boyearsand over . ... ...t i ettt 1,817 569 1,247 79 291 878
Female
LT T 13,447 9,481 3,967 718 2,370 878
Under 17vears ... ...couviiiiennnnronnsan 1,304 1,136 168 59 83 *26
1744 years . .. ittt e e e e e 7172 6,158 1,014 293 597 124
A5-BAYRArS . ...t v ittt e e e 2,535 1,326 1,209 170 786 253
B5yearsand Over .. .......tterennnnnennnn 2,437 861 1,576 196 905 475
Both sexes Percent
Allages . v v vttt it et i et i e e e e, 10.3 8.1 23.3 15.2 21.9 34.3
Under17vears . . ... 0ot ieiecennnennns 5.1 4.7 16.5 12.0 18.5 39.4
17-44 years ... ittt ittt e 114 10.0 21.5 15.9 22.2 35.7
AB-BAYearS . ..ttt et e, 11.3 7.6 23.1 14.5 21.5 33.5
B5yearsand OVer . .. .. v v vt e ir e 18.2 11.4 26.3 17.2 23.0 34.3
Male
ALages . oo vttt s e e e e 8.4 6.1 22.0 13.3 18.2 31.5
Under 17 years . . oo v e ini i eeennnnnnnnn 5.7 5.2 16.0 11.3 19.0 *29.8
1744 years ... .. e e 6.5 5.4 17.4 11.5 16.4 32.3
45-64vyears ... ...ccc00..n e e e e e 11.6 7.6 23.1 15.7 18.4 30.8
Boyearsand Over ... ... ..ttt 18.9 11.6 26.4 15.8 19.9 31.8
Female

Allages . .. v ittt it i i i i e e e 12.0 9.9 24.5 16.9 24.1 421
Under17vyears .. ..cv i i in i tnnnnonenennes 4.6 4.1 17.1 12.9 17.6 *49.1
17-44 years ... ...ttt it et 15.4 14.4 25.8 20.7 26.7 448
AB-BAvYears ... ..ttt e 11.2 7.6 23.2 134 23.2 44.6
Boyearsandover ... ..... .. .iecineeneanan. 17.8 11.2 26.2 17.8 24.2 39.9

1 Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 10. Number of restricted-activity days and number of restricted-activity days per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and
age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no

L L Limited -
A, e Lt amoune Ul
P ‘e Total but no or kind ,
activity in major of major m?/_‘”
activity activity activity

Both sexes Restricted-activity days in thousands
2 | T 4,105,759 1,930,321 2,175,438 271,955 994,831 908,652
Under 17years ..o i v e anen 639,922 554,076 85,846 30,748 48,738 6,360
17-8AYEAIS . v v i vttt et e 1,358,584 877,062 481,522 101,233 244,833 135,457
AB-BAYEars ... i . i e e 1,129,547 342,850 786,697 80,596 365,439 340,663
6byearsandover .. ... i 977,706 156,333 821,372 59,378 335,821 426,173

Male
S T 1,755,133 826,171 928,963 97,244 242,731 588,988
Under17vyears .....uovivnesnnnesnss 319,507 277,636 41,871 14,474 24,861 *2,536
17-44 years . v v v v i it it i i e 570,339 360,288 210,051 39,851 78,781 91,419
A5-6AYears . ..o i 498,222 140,079 358,143 29,820 92,475 235,848
O5years and over . . v v v v vt n e 367,066 48,168 318,898 13,099 46,614 259,185
Femaie
Al AgeS vttt ettt e e 2,350,626 1,104,151 1,246,475 174,711 752,100 319,664
Under 17years .. ..o vtiennnvnesnnss 320,415 276,440 43,975 16,274 23,878 *3,823
1744 YEars ..o v v v i e vt e e 788,246 516,774 271,472 61,382 166,052 44,038
A5-BAVYEAIS v v v vt v it i et 631,324 202,770 428,554 50,776 272,963 104,815
Boyearsandover . ...t e e 610,640 108,166 502,474 46,279 289,207 166,988
Both sexes Restricted-activity days per person per year
Al ages ...t 19.0 10.5 69.1 33.9 63.8 115.4
Under17vears .......iieivernnnnn 11.0 9.9 37.6 29.0 43.4 58.3
17-44YEars ..o v ittt i i 15.0 10.6 60.1 33.8 61.2 134.1
AB-BAVYRArS « . v i ittt e 26.0 104 75.3 34.0 69.3 121.3
Bhyears and over ... v v i ittt . 41.9 12.4 76.4 37.1 64.6 108.0
Male
Allages ...ttt i i e i e 16.9 9.3 60.6 25.8 42.0 101.7
Under 17years ...t vnneerenans 10.8 9.8 32.0 24.1 38.1 *44.5
17-44 years .o v it it i 13.0 9.0 51.6 25.3 44.7 124.7
4584 vyears .. ... e 24.0 9.0 68.5 27.2 48.8 105.3
BEyearsand Over .. ..o i i h i e 38.2 9.8 67.5 26.1 319 24.0
Female

Albages ...t it i e 21.1 11.6 771 41.2 76.5 163.2
Under 17vears .. ... vnentnennrens 11.2 10.0 44.8 35.6 50.7 *72.1
1794 YEars & .o vt i n ittt it 16.9 12.1 69.0 43.3 74.2 159.0
AB-BAVEars . . v v it i s e s 27.8 11.6 82.1 39.9 80.7 184.9
65yearsandover ... ... 00 445 14.0 83.4 42.1 77.4 140.4

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 11. Number of bed-disability days and number of bed-disability days per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no

L, .. Limited
Sex and age All Il.m/ta- Limited, in amount Unable to

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in majoq of major major1

activity activity activity

Both sexes Bed-disability days in thousands
o LT - 1,455,156 779,151 676,005 61,251 263,610 351,145
Underf7years . .. ...covevennernnnens 286,402 256,909 29,492 7,650 19,222 *2,620
1744 years .o ii it e e 490,659 345,446 145,213 22,430 72,074 50,709
ABBAYRArS . . v vttt et 359,365 120,831 238,534 18,454 98,121 121,958
Boyearsand OVEr . ... oot e evennenn 318,731 55,965 262,766 12,716 74,192 175,857
Male
Allages . ...ttt it i i e e 584,715 314,522 270,193 18,165 54,797 197,230
Under17vears . ... ct v e vt i s vnnns 134,903 122,590 12,312 *2,821 9,234 *257
17-4dvyears ... ....0 it 175,792 122,351 53,441 6,978 16,802 29,661
ABBAVYEArs .. ...ttt 151,977 48,516 103,461 5,610 19,375 78,576
B6bvyearsandover . ... ... 122,043 21,065 100,978 *2,855 9,387 88,736
Female
Alages . v v vt it e i vttt e e 870,442 464,629 405,813 43,085 208,813 153,915
Under17vyears . .. ... ..ttt iennnnnn 151,499 134,319 17,180 4,829 9,988 *2,363
17-44 years . ... ittt enn i 314,867 223,095 91,772 15,451 55,272 21,048
ABBAVYEArS . v i ittt e 207,388 72,315 135,073 12,944 78,747 43,382
B5yearsand over . ..........0ietaeann 196,688 34,900 161,788 9,861 64,806 87,122
Both sexes Bed-disability days per person per year
Allages . v vttt ettt it e e e e 6.7 4.2 21.5 7.6 16.9 446
Under T7years . v oo i vt i s o v e nunnnns 4.9 4.6 129 7.2 17.1 *24.0
17-44 years . ..o v ittt i e 5.4 4.2 18.1 7.5 18.0 50.2
A5-BAYEars . ...t e 8.3 3.7 22,8 7.8 18.6 43.4
6byearsandover ..........0000eanann 13.7 4.4 245 8.0 14.3 44.6
Male
Allages . . .o v vttt et e e e e 5.6 3.6 17.6 4.8 9.5 34.1
Under 17 years . v v v v vt v vt vn o e ennnnens 4.5 4.3 9.4 *4,7 14.2 *4.5
1744 vyears ... ... i e 4.0 3.1 13.1 4.4 9.5 40.5
A5-BAYears ... vt it 7.3 3.1 19.8 5.0 10.2 356.1
B5yearsandover ..........c0 ... 12.7 4.3 21.4 *5.7 6.4 32.2
Female

Allages . . . .0ttt it it i e e, 7.8 4.9 25.1 10.2 21.2 73.8
Under17vears . . ..o vienninnnneens 5.3 4.9 17.5 10.6 21.2 *44.6
1744 years . ..o v ittt i e 6.7 5.2 23.3 10.9 24.7 76.0
AB-BAYRars . ..ttt i e e 9.1 4.1 25.9 10.2 23.3 76.5
Boyearsand over . .. ... i 14.3 4.5 26.8 9.0 17.3 73.3

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in schoo! or preschool activities.
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Table 12, Incidence of acute conditions and number of acute conditions per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no

.. . Limited
Sex and age All I/_m/ta- Limited, in amount Unable to

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in r.n.?/or of major m:aj.or

activity activity ] activity

Both sexes Number of acute conditions in thousands
N = 1= O 464,515 398,275 66,240 18,225 34,991 13,024
Under 17vyears .. ... iiiiiiiiminnnnenenn 181,104 170,874 10,230 4,053 5,236 941
17-44 years . .. o ittt i e e e e 198,751 175,612 23,139 9,167 12,026 1,946
45-64 years . .. .. et e e 58,124 39,852 18,272 3,967 10,197 4,108
GEvyearsand over . . .. ..t it e e 26,536 11,937 14,598 1,038 7,532 6,029
Male
Allages ... ..ttt i i i e e 209,723 180,630 29,094 8,590 11,689 8,815
Under t7vyears .. ......0 .0t 89,923 84,154 5,769 2,450 2,768 *550
17-44 years « v v vt ittt i e 84,046 74,875 9,171 4,316 3,577 1,279
AB-BAYEArS & o v v vttt e e e 25,846 17,809 8,037 1,445 3,677 2,916
Boyearsand over . ... .. e e e, 9,908 3,792 6,116 *379 1,668 4,070
Female
Allages ... ittt et e 254,791 217,645 37,146 9,635 23,302 4,209
Under 17vears ..., vviiiinn v, 91,181 86,720 4,461 1,603 2,467 *391
1744 years .« v v v vttt e e e e e 114,705 100,737 13,968 4,851 8,450 668
AB-BAYRAIS & v v v it et e e 32,278 22,043 10,234 2,523 6,520 1,192
Boyearsand OvVer . .. ..o ittt e 16,628 8,146 8,482 659 5,864 1,959
Both sexes Number of acute conditions per 100 persons per year
Allages . ... i e i e e 215.3 216.2 210.3 227.3 224.3 165.4
Under 17 years ... .uiiniiieeeennnenn. 310.9 305.4 446.5 382.7 466.3 863.3
1744 years . .o v v vttt s it it e 219.2 212.4 289.0 306.3 3004 192.7
AB-BAYEAIS « v v v et e e 133.8 120.7 174.8 167.5 193.2 146.3
Boyearsand OVer . . .. v v it i e 113.7 94.8 135.8 64.9 1448 152.7
Male
Allages .. it i e e e e e 201.6 203.5 189.7 227.5 202.5 152.3
Under17years .........c.iiiiiiinnnn.. 302.6 296.3 4404 407.7 4245 *964.9
17444 years « v v oottt et 191.0 187.6 225.2 273.9 202.8 174.5
AB-BA YEAIS & v v vt it ittt e e 124.4 114.6 153.6 131.7 194.0 130.2
BByearsandover . ... ... e e 103.0 77.5 129.5 *75.6 114.1 147.6
Female

Allages . ..ottt i e e e 228.3 228.0 229.9 227.0 237.0 201.8
Under 17years . ....ivsinenncnnennnen, 319.56 314.7 454.7 350.8 523.8 *737.7
17-44 years . . v v v v ittt e e, 245.7 235.7 355.1 342.3 377.4 241.2
45-64vyears ... e et e, 142.3 126.2 196.1 198.56 192.8 270.2
B5yearsandover ... ... i i e 121.1 105.8 140.8 60.0 156.9 164.8

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 13. Number of persons injured and number of persons injured per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

With limitation of activity

With no

. . Limited
i Lt mamoune  Urebie o
pe .. Total : . or kind U4
activity in r_nc:uo:{ of major major
activity activity ! activity
Both sexes Number of persons injured in thousands
Al 8BS &« vttt ittt e e et e 69,127 58,789 10,338 2,695 5,580 2,163
Under 17years . ..o v ettt cnie e e cninnnas 20,925 19,691 1,234 *432 695 *106
T7-44 years . v vttt i e e i e 33,807 30,383 3,424 1,101 1,988 *3356
ABBAYears . .. ittt e e e 10,139 7,172 2,967 632 1,707 628
B5yearsandover ...... ... 4,256 1,544 2,713 *429 1,190 1,094
Male
N T =T 40,226 35,038 5,188 1,397 2,444 1,347
Under17vyears . . ... ottt iiii i iii s 12,907 11,987 921 *389 *425 *106
T7-44 Years & . v v vt it it i e a ettt e 20,779 19,058 1,721 *493 288 *240
AB-BAVYEArsS . ...t ittt i e e 5,000 3,583 1,417 *236 793 *388
Boyears and OVEr . .. vt v vt vt e e 1,540 *411 1,129 *278 *238 614
Female

Allages . vttt ittt i i e e e 28,901 23,751 5,150 1,198 3,136 816

Under T7vears . . ... ii it ittt tentennneenns 8,017 7,704 *313 *43 *270
T7-44 ¥ears v it ittt i ittt e i 13,028 11,325 1,703 608 1,000 *95
AB-BA Years ... .vii it e e .. 5,139 3,589 1,650 *396 913 *241
B5yearsand over .. ... ...t 2,716 1,133 1,584 *151 952 *480

Both sexes . Number of persons injured per 100 persons per year
Allages ....... e et 32.0 31.9 328 324 35.8 27.5
Under 17vyears . ... v it in i it iinnnnnnan 35.9 35.2 53.9 *40.8 61.9 *97.2
T17-44 years . ... ii ittt et 37.3 36.8 42.8 36.8 49.7 *33.2
AB-BAVYEArs . .. it e e e 23.3 21.7 28.4 26.7 32.3 224
B5yearsandover ... ... ...t e 18.2 12.3 25.2 *26.8 22.9 27.7
Male
Allages ... v it e e e 38.6 39.5 33.8 37.0 42.3 23.3
Under17vears . .. ..ot in ittt iiinnnnnn 43.4 42.2 70.3 *64.7 *65.2 *186.0
17-44 years . . v vttt it it i e e 47.2 47.7 42.3 *31.3 56.0 *32.7
AB-BAVYEArs . v vttt e e e e 241 23.1 27.1 *21.5 41,8 *17.3
Bbyearsand over ... ... ..ttt 16.0 *8.4 23.9 *55.5 *16.3 22.3
Female

Allages + vttt i i e e e 259 24.9 31.9 28.2 31.9 39.1

Under 17years . ..ot i i iit it ieienennn 28.1 28.0 *31.9 *9.4 *57.3
17-44 years . ..o v it ittt e e 279 26.5 43.3 42.9 44.7 *34.3
B5-B4 Years . ittt e e 227 20.6 29.7 *31.2 27.0 *42.5

Bbyearsandover ... ... ... e 19.8 14.7 26.3 *13.7 25.5 *40.4

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Appendix I. Technical notes on methods

Background of this report

This report is one of a series of statistical reports
prepared by the National Center for Health Statistics
(NCHS). It is based on information collected in a
continuing nationwide sample of households in the
National Health Interview Survey (NHIS).

The NHIS utilizes a questionnaire that obtains
information on personal and demographic characteris-
tics, illnesses, injuries, impairments, chronic condi-
tions, and other health topics. As data relating to
each of these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued that cover one or
more of the specific topics.

The population covered by the sample for the
NHIS is the civilian noninstitutionalized population
of the United States living at the time of the inter-
view. The sample does not include members of the
Armed Forces or U.S. nationals living in foreign coun-
tries. It should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any given
topic during the specified calendar period because
data are not collected in the interview for persons
who died during the reference period. For many
types of statistics collected in the survey, the refer-
ence period covers the 2 weeks prior to the interview
week. For such a short period, the contribution by
decedents to a total inventory of conditions or
services should be very small. However, the contribu-
tion by decedents during a long reference period (e.g.,
1 year) might be sizable, especially for older persons.

Statistical design of the National
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the survey
follows a multistage probability design that permits a
continuous sampling of the civilian noninstitution-
alized population of the United States. The sample is
designed in such a way that the sample of households
interviewed each week is representative of the target
population and that weekly samples are additive over
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time. This feature of the design permits both con-
tinuous measurement of characteristics of samples
and more detailed analysis of less common character-
istics and smaller categories of health-related items.
The continuous collection has administrative and
operational advantages as well as technical assets
because it permits fieldwork to be handled with an
experienced, stable staff,

The overall sample was designed so that tabula-
tions can be provided for each of the four major geo-
graphic regions and for selected places of residence in
the United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists of
drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling units
(PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geographically
defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a county, a small
group of contiguous counties, or a standard metro-
politan statistical area. The PSU’s collectively cover
the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the re-
maining stages can be combined and treated in this
discussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’s, then,
ultimate stage units called segments are defined so
that each segment contains an expected four house-
holds. Three general types of segments are used.

Area segments that are defined geographically.

List segments, using 1970 census registers as the
frame.

Permit segments, using updated lists of building
permits issued in sample PSU’s since 1970.

Census address listings were used for all areas of the
country where addresses were well defined and could
be used to locate housing units. In general, the list
frame included the larger urban areas of the United
States from which about two-thirds of the NHIS
sample was selected.

The usual NHIS sample consists of approximately
12,000 segments containing about 50,000 assigned
households, of which 9,000 were vacant, demolished,



or occupied by persons not in the scope of the sur-
vey. The 42,000 eligible occupied households yield a
probability sample of about 111,000 persons.

Descriptive material on data collection, field pro-
cedures, and questionnaire development in the NHIS
have been published3:4 as well as a detailed descrip-
tion of the sample design and estimation proce-
dure.5:6

Collection of data.—Field operations for the sur-
vey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of the Census
under specifications established by the National
Center for Health Statistics. In accordance with these
specifications the Bureau of the Census participates in
survey planning, selects the sample, and conducts the
field interviewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.

Estimating procedures.—Because the design of the
NHIS is a complex multistage probability sample, it is
necessary to use complex procedures in the derivation
of estimates. Four basic operations are involved.

1. Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability of
selection.—The probability of selection is the
product of the probabilities of selection from
each step of selection in the design (PSU, seg-
ment, and household).

2. Nonresponse adjustment.—The estimates are in-
flated by a multiplication factor that has as its
numerator the number of sample households in a
given segment and as its denominator the number
of households interviewed in that segment.

First=stage ratio adjustment.—Sampling theory
indicates that the use of auxiliary information,
which is highly correlated with the variables being
estimated, improves the reliability of the esti-
mates. To reduce the variability between PSU’s
within a region, the estimates are ratio adjusted to
the 1970 populations within 12 color-residence
classes.

4, Poststratification by age-sex-color.—The estimates
are ratio adjusted within each of 60 age-sex-color
cells to an independent estimate of the popula-
tion of each cell for the survey period. These
independent estimates are prepared by the Bureau
of the Census. Both the first-stage and poststrati-
fied ratio adjustments take the form of multi-
plication factors applied to the weight of each
elementary unit (person, household, condition,
and hospitalization).

(SN]

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to
make the sample more closely representative of the
civilian, noninstitutionalized population by age, sex,
color, and residence, which thereby reduces sampling
variance,

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

As noted, each week’s sample represents the pop-
ulation living during that week and characteristics of
the population. Consolidation of samples over a time
period, e.g., a calendar quarter, produces estimates of
average characteristics of the U.S. population for the
calendar quarter. Similarly, population data for a year
are averages of the four quarterly figures.

For prevalence statistics, such as number of per-
sons with speech impairments or number of persons
classified by time interval since last physician visit,
figures are first calculated for each calendar quarter
by averaging estimates for all weeks of interviewing in
the quarter. Prevalence data for a year are then
obtained by averaging the four quarterly figures.

For other types of statistics—namely those meas-
uring the number of occurrences during a specified
time period—such as incidence of acute conditions,
number of disability days, or number of visits to a
doctor or dentist, a similar computational procedure
is used, but the statistics are interpreted differently.
For these items, the questionnaire asks for the
respondent’s experience over the 2 calendar weeks
prior to the week of interview. In such instances the
estimated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5 times
the average 2-week estimate produced by the 13 suc-
cessive samples taken during the period. The annual
total is the sum of the four quarters. Thus the experi-
ence of persons interviewed during a year—experience
that actually occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-
week interval prior to the week of the interview—is
treated as though it measured the total of this experi-
ence during the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias. i

Explanation of hospital recall. —The survey ques-
tionnaire uses a 12-month-recall period for hospital-
izations, that is, the respondent is asked to report
hospitalizations that occurred during the 12 months
prior to the week of the interview. Information is also
obtained as to the date of entry into the hospital and
duration of stay. Analysis of this information, and
also the results of special studies, has shown that an
increase was found in underreporiing of hospitali-
zations with an increase in the time interval be-
tween the discharge and the interview. Exclusive of
the hospital experience of decedents, the net under-
reporting with a 12-month recall is about 10 percent,
but underreporting of discharges within 6 months of
the week of interview is estimated to be less than 5
percent. Thus hospital discharge data in this report
are based on hospital discharges reported to have
occurred within 6 months of the week of the
interview. Because the interviews were evenly dis-
tributed according to weekly probability samples
throughout any interviewing year, no seasonal bias
was introduced by doubling the 6-month-recall data
to produce an annual estimate for that year of
interviewing. Doubling the 6-month data in effect
imputes to the entire year preceding the interview the
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rate of hospital discharges actually observed during
the 6 months prior to the interview. However,
estimates of the number of persons with hospital
episodes (as opposed to estimates of the number of

hospital discharges) are based on 12-month recall data

because a person’s 12-month experiences cannot be
obtained by doubling his most recent 6-month
experience.

General qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted for nonre-
sponse by a procedure that imputes to persons in a
household who were not interviewed the characteris-
tics of persons in households in the same segment
who were interviewed.

The interview process.—The statistics presented in
this report are based on replies obtained in interviews
with persons in the sample households. Each person
19 years of age and over present at the time of inter-
view was interviewed individually. For children and
for adults not present in the home at the time of the
interview, the information was obtained from a
related household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic
and other information collected in household in-
terviews. For diagnostic information, the house-
hold respondent can usually pass on to the inter-
viewer only the information the physician has given
to the family. For conditions not medically attended,
diagnostic information is often no more than a de-
scription of symptoms. However, other facts, such as
the number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from house-
hold members than from any other source because
only the persons concerned are in a position to report
this information.

Rounding of numbers.—The original tabulations
on which the data in this report are based show all
estimates to the nearest whole unit. All consolida-
tions were made from the original tabulations by
using the estimates to the nearest unit. In the final
published tables, the figures are rounded to the near-
est thousand, although these figures are not necessar-
ily accurate to that detail. Devised statistics such as
rates and percent distributions are computed after the
estimates on which these are based have been
rounded to the nearest thousand.

Population figures.—Some of the published tables
include population figures for specified categories.
Except for certain overall totals by age, sex, and
color, which are adjusted to independent estimates,
these figures are based on the sample of households in
the NHIS. These figures are given primarily to provide
denominators for rate computation, and for this pur-
pose are more appropriate for use with the accom-
panying measures of health characteristics than other
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population data that may be available. With the
exception of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
previously mentioned, the population figures differ
from figures (which are derived from different
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of the
Census. Official population estimates are presented in
Bureau of the Census reports in Series P-20, P-25, and
P-60.

Reliability of estimates

Because the statistics presented in this report are
based on a sample, they will differ somewhat from
the figures that would have been obtained if a com-
plete census had been taken by using the same
schedules, instructions, and interviewing personnel
and procedures.

As in any survey, the results are also subject to
errors due to reporting, processing, and nonresponse.
To the extent possible, these errors were kept to a
minimum by methods built into survey procedures.”
Although it is very difficult to measure the extent of
bias in the NHIS, a number of studies have been con-
ducted to study this problem. The results have been
published in several reports.8-1! The standard errors
shown in this report were computed by using the
balanced half-sample replication procedure.

The standard error is primarily a measure of
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might
occur by chance because only a sample of the popula-
tion is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the
standard error also reflects part of the variation that
arises in the measurement process. It does not include
estimates of any biases that might be in the data. The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate
from the sample would differ from a complete census
by less than the standard error. The chances are about
95 out of 100 that the difference would be less than
twice the standard error and about 99 out of 100 that
it would be less than 2% times as large.

Standard error charts.—The relative standard error
of an estimate is obtained by dividing the standard
error of the estimate by the estimate itself and is
expressed as a percentage of the estimate. For this
report, asterisks are shown for any cell with more
than a 30-percent relative standard error. Included in
this appendix are charts from which the relative
standard errors can be determined for estimates
shown in the report. To derive relative errors that
would be applicable to a wide variety of health
statistics and could be prepared at a moderate cost, a
number of approximations were required. As a result,
the charts provide an estimate of the approximate
relative standard error rather than the precise error
for any specific aggregate or percentage.

NOTE: A List of references follows the text.



Three classes of statistics for the health survey are

identitied for purposes of estimating variances.

1.

Nuarrow range. —This class consists of (1) statistics
that estimate a population attribute, e.g., the
number of persons in a particular income group,
and (2) statistics for which the measure for a
single individual during the reference period used
in data collection is usually either O to 1 and, on
occasion, may take on the value 2 or very rarely
3.

Medium range.—This class consists of other statis-
tics for which the measure for a single individual
during the reference period used in data collec-
tion will rarely lie outside the range O to 5.

Wide range.--This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data collection can
range from O to a number in excess of 5, e.g., the
number of days of bed disability.

In addition to classifying variables according to

whether they are narrow-, medium-, or wide-range,
statistics in the survey are further classified as to
whether they are based on a reference period of 2
weeks, 6 months, or 12 months.

General rules for determining relative standard

errors.—The following rules will enable the reader to
determine approximate relative standard errors from
the charts for estimates presented in this report.
These charts represent standard errors of NHIS data.
They should be used in preference to the charts that
have appeared in all previous Series 10 publications.

Rule 1.

Rule 2.

Rule 3.

Estimates of aggregates: Approximate rela-
tive standard errors for estimates of aggre-
gates such as the number of persons with a
given characteristic are obtained from
appropriate curves, figures I-V. The number
of persons in the total U.S. population or
in an age-sex-color class of the total popula-
tion is adjusted to official Bureau of the
Census figures and is not subject to
sampling error.

Estimates of percentages in a percent dis-
tribution: Relative standard errors for per-
centages in a percent distribution of a total
are obtained from appropriate curves,
figures VI-VII. For values that do not fall
on one of the curves presented in the chart,
visual interpolation will provide a satisfac-
tory approximation.

Estimates of rates where the numerator is a
subclass of the denominator: This rule
applies for prevalence rates or where a unit
of the numerator occurs, with few excep-
tions, only once in the year for any one
unit in the denominator. For example, in
computing the rate of visual impairments

Rule 4.

Rule 5.

per 1,000 population, the numerator con-
sisting of persons with the impairment is a
subclass of the denominator, which in-
cludes all persons in the population. Such
rates if converted to rates per 100 may be
treated as though they were precentages
and the relative standard errors obtained
from the percentage charts for population
estimates. Rates per 1,000, or on any other
base, must first be converted to rates per
100; then the percentage chart will provide
the relative standard error per 100.

Estimates of rates where the numerator is
not a subclass of the demnominator: This
rule applies where a unit of the numerator
often occurs more than once for any one
unit in the denominator. For example, in
the computation of the number of persons
injured per 100 currently employed per-
sons per year, it is possible that a person in
the denominator could have sustained more
than one of the injuries included in the
numerator. Approximate relative standard
errors for rates of this kind may be com-
puted as follows:

1a) Where the denominator is the total U.S.
population or includes all persons in
one or more of the age-sex-color groups
of the total population, the relative
error of the rate is equivalent to the
relative error of the numerator, which
can be obtained directly from the
appropriate chart.

(b) In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from the
appropriate curve. Square each of these
relative errors, add the resulting values,
and extract the square root of the sum.
This procedure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and often
will overstate the error.

Estimates of difference between two statis-
tics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The standard
error of a difference is approximately the
square root of the sum of the squares of
each standard error considered separately.
A formula for the standard error of a dif-

ference,
d= Xl — X2
is

04 = \/(Xl Vir Pt (Xy Vi )?

where X, is the estimate for class 1, X, is
the estimate for class 2, and Vy; and Vy,
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are the relative errors of Xy and X,, respec-
tively. This formula will represent the
actual standard error quite accurately for
the difference between separate and uncor-
related characteristics, although it is only a

rough approximation in most other cases.
The relative standard error of each estimate
involved in such a difference can be deter-
mined by one of the preceding four rules,
whichever is appropriate.



Le

Relative standard error (in percent)

20

W S OTONOOO

© 0000
01 00w —

0.4
0.3

0.2

0.1

1This curve represents estimates of relative standard errors based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for narrow-range estimates of aggregates using a 2-week reference period.

:
\\
~ A
~
e
Y
N
.\
‘\
(o
N
N
™
\‘
N
A
. S~
bl ]
A 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894
10 100 1,000 10,000

Size of estimate (in thousands)

100
90

50
40

30

20

o

W A 01O

© cooo-
1 OO~ 0O

04
0.3

0.2

0.1

1,000,000

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 1,000,000 acute respiratory conditions (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 23 percent (read from scale at left side of

chart), or a standard error of 230,000 (23 percent of 1,000,000).

Figure 1. Relative standard errors for number of acute conditions or persons injured1
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 days of restricted activity (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 22 percent (read from curve A on scale at

left side of chart), or a standard error of 2,200,000 (22 percent of 10,000,000).

Figure Il. Relative standard errors for days of restricted activity or bed disability (A) and for days lost from work or school (B)1
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 hospital days (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 10.2 percent (read from curve A on scale at left side

of chart), or a standard error of 1,020,000 (10.2 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 1,000,000 discharges from short-stay hospitals (curve B) has a relative standard error of 7.4
percent. An estimate of 1,000,000 persons in the Northeast Region (curve P) has a relative standard error of 5.7 percent.

Figure !ll. Relative standard errors for number of short-stay hospital days (A}, short-stay hospital discharges (B), and population characteristics (P}
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 days of hospitalization in the past year (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 7.8 percent (read from curve A

on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 780,000 (7.8 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 1,000,000 persons with 1 hospital episode or more (curve P) has a relative
standard error of 5.7 percent.

Figure IV. Relative standard errors for short-stay hospital days based on a 12-month reference period (A) and population characteristics (P)2
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 dental visits {(on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 9.2 percent (read from curve A on scale at left side of

chart), or a standard error of 920,000 (9.2 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 1,000,000 persons in the Northeast Region (curve P) has a relative standard error of 5.7
percent.

Figure V. Relative standard errors for number of physician or dental visits based on a 2-week reference period {A) and population characteristics (P)?
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative

standard error of 14.5 percent (read from the scale at the left side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000
intersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 14.5 percent, or 2.9
percentage points.
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Figure VI. Relative standard errors of percentages of acute conditions or persons injuredl' 2
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1These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentages of population characteristics based on 4 quarters of data
collection for narrow-range estimates.
2Base of percentage shown on curves in millions.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative
standard error of 3.6 percent (read from the scale at the left side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000
intersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 3.6 percent, or 0.72
parcentage points.

Figure VII. Relative standard errors of percentages of population characteristics1+ 2
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Appendix Il. Definitions of certain

terms used in this report

Terms relating to conditions

Condition.—A morbidity condition, or simply a
condition, is any entry on the questionnaire that
describes a departure from a state of physical or men-
tal well-being. It results from a positive response to
one of a series of “medical-disability impact” or “ill-
ness-recall” questions. In the coding and tabulating
process, conditions are selected or classified according
to a number of different criteria (such as whether
they were medically attended, whether they resulted
in disability, or whether they were acute or chronic)
or according to the type of disease, injury, impair-
ment, or symptom reported. For each published
report or set of tables, only those conditions recorded
on the questionnaire that satisfy certain stated
criteria are included.

Conditions except impairments are classified by
type according to the ninth revision of the Interna-
tional Classification of Diseases,12 with certain modi-
fications adopted to make the code more suitable for
a household interview survey.

Acute condition.—An acute condition is defined
as a condition that has lasted less than 3 months and
that has involved either medical attention or re-
stricted activity. Because of the procedures used to
estimate incidence, the acute conditions included in
this report are the conditions that had their onset
during the 2 weeks prior to the interview week and
that involved either medical attention or restricted
activity during the 2-week period. However, some
conditions are excluded that are always classified as
chronic even though the onset occurred within 3
months prior to the week of the interview. The codes
refer to the ninth revision of the International
Classification of Diseases, as modified by the NHIS
Medical Coding Manual.

Acute condition groups.—In this report all tables
with data classified by type of condition employ a

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
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five-category regrouping plus several selected sub-
groups.

Chronic condition.—A condition is considered
chronic if (1) the condition is described by the
respondent as having been first noticed more than 3
months before the week of the interview, or (2) it is
one of the following conditions always classified as
chronic regardiess of the onset:

Tuberculosis.

Neoplasms (benign and malignant).

Diseases of the thyroid gland.

Diabetes.

Gout.

Psychoses and certain other mental disorders.

Multiple sclerosis and certain other diseases of the
central nervous system.

Certain diseases and conditions of the eye.

Certain diseases of the circulatory system (in-
cludes rheumatic fever, hypertension, stroke;
and all heart conditions).

Emphysema,
chiectasis.

asthma, hay fever, and bron-

Ulcers and certain other diseases of the esopha-
gus, stomach, and duodenum.

Hernia of abdominal cavity (includes rupture).
Gastroenteritis and colitis (with exceptions).

Calculus of kidney, ureter, and other parts of the
urinary system.

Diseases of the prostate.

Chronic cystic diseases of the breast.
Eczema and certain other dermatitis.
Arthritis and rheumatism.

Cyst of the bone (except jaw).

All congenital anomalies.



Impairment.—Impairments are chronic or per-
manent defects, usually static in nature, that result
from disease, injury, or congenital malformation.
They represent decrease or loss of ability to perform
various functions, particularly those of the musculo-
skeletal system and the sense organs. All impairments
are classified by means of a special supplementary
code. Hence code numbers for impairments in the
International Classification of Diseases are not used.
In the supplementary code, impairments are grouped
according to functional impairment and etiology.

Incidence of conditions.—The incidence of condi-
tions is the estimated number of conditions that have
their onset within a specified period. As previously
mentioned, minor acute conditions that involve
neither restricted activity nor medical attention are
excluded from the statistics. The incidence data
shown in some reports are further limited to various
subclasses of conditions, such as “incidence of condi-
tions involving bed disability.”

Onset of condition.—A condition is considered to
have had its onset when it was first noticed. This time
could be when the person first felt sick or became
injured. or it could be when the person or family was
first told by a physician that the person had a condi-
tion of which he or she had been previously unaware.

Aectivity-restricting condition.—An  activity-re-
stricting condition is one that had its onset in the 2
weeks prior to the interview and that caused at least 1
day of restricted activity during the 2 calendar weeks
before the interview week. (See “Restricted-activity
day” under the heading “Terms relating to dis-
ability.”)

Bed-disabling condition.—A condition with onset
in the 2 weeks prior to the interview that involved at
least 1 day of bed disability is called a bed-disabling
condition. (See “Bed-disability day” in the section
entitled “Terms relating to disability.”)

Medically attended condition.—A condition with
onset in the 2 weeks prior to the interview is con-
sidered medically attended if a physician had been
consulted either at its onset or at any time thereafter.
However, when the first medical attention for a con-
dition does not occur until after the end of the 2-
week period, the case is treated as though no medical
attention was given. Medical attention includes con-
sultation either in person or by telephone for treat-
ment or advice. Advice from the physician trans-
mitted to the patient through the nurse is counted as
well as visits to physicians in clinics or hospitals. If
during the course of a single visit the physician is
consulted about more than one condition for each of
several patients, each condition for each patient is
counted as medically attended.

Discussions of a child’s condition between the
physician and a responsible member of the household
are considered as medical attention even if the child
was not seen at that time.

For the purpose of this definition the term
“physician” includes doctors of medicine and osteo-
pathic physicians.

Terms relating to disability

Disability .—Disability is the general term used to
describe any temporary or long-term reduction of a
person’s activity as a result of an acute or chronic
condition.

Disability day.—Short-term disability days are
classified according to whether they are days of re-
stricted activity, bed days, hospital days, work-loss
days, or school-loss days. All hospital days are, by
definition, days of bed disability; all days of bed dis-
ability are, by definition, days of restricted activity.
The converse form of these statements is, of course,
not true. Days lost from work and from school are
special terms that apply to the working and school-
age populations only, but these days are also days of
restricted activity. Hence ““days of restricted activity”
is the most inclusive term used to describe disability
days.

Restricted-activity day.—A day of restricted activ-
ity is one on which a person cuts down on his or her
usual activities for the whole of that day because of
an illness or an injury. The term “usual activities’ for
any day means the activities that the person would
ordinarily do on that day. For children under school
age, usual activities depend on whatever the usual pat-
tern is for the child’s day, which will in turn be
affected by the age of the child, weather conditions,
and so forth. For retired or elderly persons, usual
activities might consist of almost no activity, but
cutting down on even a small amount for as long as a
day would constitute restricted activity. On Sundays
or holidays, usual activities are the activities that the
person usually does on these days such as going to
church, playing golf, visiting friends or relatives, or
staying at home and listening to the radio, reading,
looking at television, and so forth. Persons who have
permanently reduced their usual activities because of
a chronic condition might not report any restricted-
activity days during a 2-week period. Therefore,
absence of restricted-activity days does not imply
normal health.

Restricted activity does not imply complete in-
activity, but it does imply only the minimum of usual
activities. A special nap for an hour after lunch does
not constitute cutting down on usual activities, nor
does the elimination of a heavy chore such as cleaning
ashes out of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a
farmer or housewife carries on only the minimum of
the day’s chores, however, this day is one of
restricted activity.

A day spent in bed or a day home from work or
school because of illness or injury is, of course, a
restricted-activity day.
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Bed-disability day.—A day of disability is one on
which a person stays in bed for all or most of the day
because of a specific illness or injury. All or most of
the day is defined as more than half of the daylight
hours. All hospital days for inpatients are considered
to be days of bed disability even if the patient was
not actually in bed at the hospital.

Work-loss day.—A day lost from work is a day on
which a person did not work at his job or business for
at least half of his normal workday because of a spe-
cific illness or injury. The number of days lost from
work is determined only for persons 17 years of age
and over who reported that at any time during the
2-week period covered by the interview they either
worked at or had a job or business. (See “Currently
employed” persons under the heading “Demographic
terms.””)

School-loss day.—A day lost from school is a
normal school day on which a child did not attend
school because of a specific illness or injury. The
number of days lost from school is determined only
for children 6-16 years of age.

Person-day .—Person-days of restricted activity,
bed disability, and so forth are days of the various
forms of disability experienced by any one person.
The sum of days for all persons in a group represents
an unduplicated count of all days of disability for the
group.

Condition-day .—Condition-days of restricted ac-
tivity, bed disability, and so forth are days of the
various forms of disability associated with any one
condition. Because any particular day of disability
may be associated with more than one condition, the
sum of days for conditions may add to more than the
total number of person-days.

Chronic activity limitation.—Persons are classified
into four categories according to the extent to which
their activities are limited at present as a result of
chronic conditions. Because the usual activities of
preschool children, school-age children, housewives,
and workers and other persons differ, a different set
of criteria is used for each group. A general similarity
exists between them, however, as will be seen in the
following descriptions of the four categories:

1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for their
group (major activity refers to ability to work,
keep house, or engage in school or preschool
activities)

Preschool children:
Inability to take part in ordinary play with
other children.
School-age children:
Inability to go to school.
Housewives:
Inability to do any housework.

Workers and all other persons:
Inability to work at a job or business.
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2. Persons limited in amount or kind of major actiy-
ity performed (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities)

Preschool children:
Limited in amount or kind of play with other
children, e.g., need special rest periods, cannot
play strenuous games, or cannot play for long
periods at a time.

School-age children:
Limited to certain types of schools or in school
attendance, e.g., need special schools or special
teaching or cannot go to school full time or for
long periods at a time.

Housewives:
Limited in amount or kind of housework, e.g.,
cannot lift children, wash or iron, or do
housework for long periods at a time.

Workers and all other persons:
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g., need
special working aids or special rest periods at
work, cannot work full time or for long periods
at a time, or cannot do strenuous work.

3. Persons not limited in major activity but other-
wise limited (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities)

Preschool children:
Not classified in this category.

School-age children:
Not limited in going to school but limited in
participation in athletics or other extracur-
ricular activities.

Housewives:
Not limited in housework but limited in other
activities such as church, clubs, hobbies, civic
projects, or shopping.

Workers and all other persons:
Not limited in regular work activities but
limited in other activities such as church, club,
hobbies, civic projects, sports, or games.

4. Persons not limited in activities (includes persons
whose activities are not limited in any of the ways
previously described).

Terms relating to persons injured

Injury condition.—An injury condition, or simply
an injury, is a condition that is classified according to
the nature of injury code numbers (800-999) in the
International Classification of Diseases. In addition to
fractures, lacerations, contusions, burns, and so forth,
which are commonly thought of as injuries, this
group of codes includes effects of exposure, such as
sunburn; adverse reactions to immunization and other



medical procedures; and poisonings. Unless otherwise
specified, the term “injury” is used to cover all of
these.

Because a person may sustain more than one in-
jury in a single accident, for example, a broken leg
and laceration of the scalp, the number of injury
conditions may exceed the number of persons injured.

Statistics of acute injury conditions include only
those injuries that involved at least 1 full day of re-
stricted activity or medical attendance.

Person injured.—A person injured is one who has
sustained one or more injuries in an accident or in
some type of nonaccidental violence. (See definition
of injury condition.) Each time a person is involved in
an accident or in nonaccidental violence causing
injury that results in at least 1 full day of restricted
activity or medical attention, he is included in the
statistics as a separate person injured; hence one
person may be included more than once.

The number of persons injured is not equivalent
to the number of accidents for several reasons: (1)
the term “accident” as commonly used may not
involve injury at all, (2) more than one injured person
may be involved in a single accident, so the number
of accidents resulting in injury would be less than the
number of persons injured in accidents, and (3) the
term ‘“‘accident” ordinarily implies an accidental
origin whereas ‘‘persons injured” as used in the
National Health Interview Survey includes persons
whose injuries resulted from certain nonaccidental
violence.

The number of persons injured in a specified time
interval is equal to or less than the incidence of injury
conditions because one person may incur more than
one injury in a single accident.

Terms relating to hospitalization

Hospital.—For this survey a hospital is defined as
any institution meeting one of the following criteria:
(1) named in the listing of hospitals in the current
American Hospital Association, Guide to the Health
Care Field or (2) found on the Master Facility Inven-
tory List maintained by the National Center for
Health Statistics.

Short-stay hospital.—A short-stay hospital is one
in which the type of service provided by the hospital
is general; maternity; eye, ear, nose, and throat; chil-
dren’s; or osteopathic; or it may be the hospital de-
partment of an institution.

Hospital day.—A hospital day is a day on which a
person is confined to a hospital. The day is counted
as a hospital day only if the patient stays overnight.
Thus a patient who enters the hospital on Monday
afternoon and leaves Wednesday noon is considered
to have had 2 hospital days.

Hospital days during the year.—The number of
hospital days during the year is the total number for
all hospital episodes in the 12-month period prior to

the interview week. For the purposes of this estimate,
episodes overlapping the beginning or end of the
12-month period are subdivided so that only those
days falling within the period are included.

Hospital episode.—A hospital episode is any con-
tinuous period of stay of 1 night or more in a hospital
as an inpatient except the period of stay of a well
newborn infant. A hospital episode is recorded for a
family member whenever any part of his hospital stay
is included in the 12-month period prior to the inter-
view week.

Hospital discharge.—A hospital discharge is the
completion of any continuous period of stay of 1 or
more nights in a hospital as an inpatient except the
period of stay of a well newborn infant. A hospital
discharge is recorded whenever a present member of
the household is reported to have been discharged
from a hospital in the 12-month period prior to the
interview week. (Estimates were based on discharges
that occurred during the 6-month period prior to the
interview.)

Length of hospital stay.—The length of hospital
stay is the duration in days, exclusive of the day of
discharge, of a hospital discharge. (See subheading
“Hospital discharge.’)

Average length of stay.—The average length of
stay per discharged patient is computed by dividing
the total number of hospital days for a specified
group by the total number of discharges for the same

group.

Terms relating to dental visits

Dental visit.—A dental visit is defined as any visit
to a dentist’s office for treatment or advice, including
services by a technician or hygienist acting under a
dentist’s supervision.

Interval since last dental visit.—The interval since
the last dental visit is the length of time prior to the
week of interview since a dentist or dental hygienist
was last visited for treatment or advice of any type.

Terms relating to physican visits

Physician visit.—A physician visit is defined as
consultation with a physician, in person or by tele-
phone, for examination, diagnosis, treatment, or
advice. The visit is considered to be a physician visit if
the service is provided directly by the physician or by
a nurse or other person acting under a physician’s
supervision. In this definition the term “physician”
includes doctors of medicine and osteopathic physi-
cians. The term “doctor” is used in the interview
rather than “physician” because of popular usage.
However, the concept toward which all instructions
are directed is that which is described here.

Physician visits for services provided on a mass
basis are not included in the tabulations. A service
received on a mass basis is defined as any service
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involving only a single test (e.g., test for diabetes) or a
single procedure (e.g., smallpox vaccination) when
this single service was administered identically to all
persons who were at the place for this purpose. Hence
obtaining a chest X-ray in a tuberculosis chest X-ray
trailer is not included as a physician visit. However, a
special chest X-ray given in a physician’s office or in
an outpatient clinic is considered a physician visit.

Physician visits to hospital inpatients are not
included.

If a physician is called to a house to see more
than one person, the call is considered a separate
physician visit for each person about whom the
physician was consulted.

A physician visit is associated with the person
about whom the advice was sought, even if that per-
son did not actually see or consult the physician. For
example, if a mother consults a physician about one
of her children, the physician visit is ascribed to the
child.

Interval since last physician visit.—The interval
since the last physician visit is the length of time prior
to the week of the interview since a physician was last
consulted in person or by telephone for treatment or
advice of any type whatever. A physician visit to a
hospital inpatient may be counted as the last time a
physician was seen.

Demographic terms

Age.—The age recorded for each person is the age
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and
grouped in a variety of distributions depending on the
purpose of the table.

Currently employed.—Persons 17 years of age and
over who reported that at any time during the 2-week
period covered by the interview they either worked at
or had a job or business are considered currently em-
ployed. Current employment includes paid work as
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an employee of someone else; self-employment in
business, farming, or professional practice; and un-
paid work in a family business or farm. Persons who
were temporarily absent from a job or business
because of a temporary illness, vacation, strike, or
bad weather are considered as currently employed if
they expected to work as soon as the particular event
causing the absence no longer existed.

Freelance workers are considered currently
employed if they had a definite arrangement with one
employer or more to work for pay according to a
weekly or monthly schedule, either full time or part
time.

Excluded from the currently employed popu-
lation are persons who have no definite employment
schedule but work only when their services are
needed. Also excluded from the currently employed
population are (1) persons receiving revenue from an
enterprise but not participating in its operation, (2)
persons doing housework or charity work for which
they receive no pay, (3) seasonal workers during the
portion of the year they were not working, and (4)
persons who were not working, even though having a
job or business, but were on layoff or looking for
work,

The number of currently employed persons esti-
mated from the NHIS will differ from the estimates
prepared from the Current Population Survey (CPS)
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census for several reasons.
In addition to sampling variability they include three
primary conceptual differences, namely: (1) NHIS
estimates are for persons 17 years of age and over;
CPS estimates are for persons 16 years of age and
over. (2) NHIS uses a 2-week reference period, while
CPS uses a l-week reference period. (3) NHIS is a
continuing survey with separate samples taken
weekly; CPS is a monthly sample taken for the survey
week which includes the 12th of the month.



Appendix Ill. Items on gquestionnaire
relating to chronic activity limitation

Probe Questions sP H
[ ]
lo. What is the name of the head of this household? ~ Enter name in first column 1a. | First name AGE
b. What are the names of oll other persons who live here? — List all persons who live here. Yes* No @
c. | have listed (Read names). Is there anyone else staying here now, such as friends, relatives, or roomers? [ o}
d. Have | missed anyone who USUALLY lives here but is now away from home?. .. ................... O Ol e RACE
¢. Do any of the people in this household have o home anywhere else? . ........................... O O Last name W
* Apply household membership rules. 2 B
f. Are any of the persons in this household now on full-time s oF
active duty with the Armed Forces of the United States?. . ... ... .. 1Y Col{s}e______ (Delete) 2 N
2, How is —— related to —— (Head of household)? 2. [Relationship SEX
1M
HEAD 2 F
3. }Month Date Year
3. Whot is —~'s date of birth? (Enter date and Age, and circle Race and Sex) @
BEDDAYS| DV | HOSP.
L Ask Condition liste_____.. Use Flashcard____to determine Sample persons; mark SP boxes.

{7J None 3 Nclge {1 None
1. Record the number of Bed Days, Doctor Visits, and Hospitalizations (NP) (NP) (NF)

C C (NP} [__(NP)___ (NP)

2. Record each condition in the person’s column, with the question number(s) where it was reported. Q. ’]“"- Conditien
Reference dates .
2-week period . )
12-month Bed Days |
and Doctor visit L
probe :
Hospital probe E
If 174, ask: 0 (7] Under 17
4. Is —— now married, widowed, divorced, seporated, or never married? 4. ) (7] Marrred ~ spouse present
6 (_] Married — spouse absent
2] Widowed
4 7] Divorced
s [_] Separated
3 [T] Never married
If related persons 17 years old or over are listed in addition to the respondent, say: 0[] Under 17
H We would like to have all adults who are at home take part in the interview. H 1 (7] At home
Is your ——, your ——, etc., ot home now? If *’Yes,” ask: Please ask them to join us.
2 (7] Not at home

This survey is being conducted to collect information on the Nation's health. | will ask about visits to
doctors and dentists, illness in the family, and other health related items. (Hand calendar)

The next few questions refer to the past 2 weeks, the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar,

beginning Monday, (date) , and ending this past Sunday, {date) . Y (56}
5a. During those 2 weeks, did —~— stay in bed because of any illness or injury? So.} 00 N :gfl{%)
iiiiiiiiiiiii L T 5—16(7)
b. During that 2.week period, how many days did —~ stay in bed all or most of the day? b. Days Under 6 (9}
6. During those Z weeks, how many days did illness or injury keep —— from work? 6.

WL days (8)
60 [} None (9)

(For females): not counting work around the house?

7. During those 2 weeks, how many doys did illness or injury keep —— from school? 7. SL days

00 [ None (9)

If one or more days in 5b, ask 8; otherwise go to 9

8. On how many of these =~ days lost from ::l:tol } did —~ stay in bed all or most of the day? 8 1 0o S z:::
in bed
9a. (NOT COUNTING the day(s) { lost from work }) Fal 1Y
lost from schoo!
Were there any (other) days during the past 2 weeks that —— cut down on the things 2 N(10)
he usually does because of illness or injury?
o in bed . I ) o
b. (Again, not counting the day(s) { lost from work } )] b. Days
lost from school . 00 [] None

During that period, how many (other) days did he cut down for as much os a day?
If one or more days in 5-9, ask 10; otherwise go to next person.

stay in b;d 3 Enter condition in item C
10a. What condition coused —— to :::: ::I:ocl j during the post 2 weeks? 10a. Ask 10b
cut down
stay in bed Y
. . iss work . .
b, Did any other condition cause him to :iss school during that period? b, N (WP
oo Noeetdewn .

c. What condition? c.| Enter condition in item C (10b)

b Eill item C, (BED DAYS), from 5b for all persons.




11a. During the past 2 weeks, did anyone in the family, that is you,

13. ABOUT how long has it been since — — LAST went to a dentist?

your — —, etc., have any (other) accidents or injuries? Y N (12}
b. Who was this? — Mark “*Accident or injury’’ box in person’s column 11b. [T} Accident or injury
___________________________________________________________________________ TRy T
c. What was the injury? c.
d. Did anyone have any other accidents or injuries during that period? Y (Reask I1b and c) N
If ““Accident or injury,” ask: Y (Enter injury in item C)
e. As a result of the accident, did — — see a doctor or did he cut down on the things he usually does? e. N
12a. During the past 2 weeks, did anyone in the family
go to the dentist? Y N {13)
b. Who was this? — Mark ‘‘Dental visit’” box in person’s column. 126, [7] Dental visit
c. During the past 2 weeks, did anyone else in the family go to a dentist? Y {Reask 12b and c) N
If ‘*Dental visit,”" ask:
d. During the past 2 weeks, how many times did — — go to o dentist? d. No. of dental visits (NP)
Do not ask for children | yr. old and under.
Mark box or ask: 13. 1 [} 2-week dental visit

2 [T] Past 2 weeks not
reported {12)

3 [} 2 weeks—6months

4 (] Over 6—12 months
511 year

6 [_]2—4 years

7 (] 5+ years

8 [} Never/age | or under

FOOTNOTES
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14. During the past 2 weeks (the 2 weeks outlined in red on thot calendar) how many times did ~— see a medical doctor? 14. | oo {_] None }NP
Do not count doctors seen while a patient in a hospital. Number of visits
ot
(Besides those visits)
15a. During that 2-week period did anyone in the family go to a doctor’s office or Y
clinic for shots, X-rays, tests, or examinations? ) B N (16) | ]
b. Who was this? — Mark "*Doctor vtsit’’ box in person's cofumn. 156, (] Doctor visit
c. Anyone else? Y ({Reask I5b and ¢)
N
1 Docior visi,” ask: ’ ]
d. How many times did —— visit the doctor during that period? d. Number of visits (NP)
16a. During that period, did anyone in the fomily get any medical advice from Y
a doctor over the telephone? N (17) L
b. Who was the phone call about? — Mark *'Phone call’’ box n person s column 16b. [Z] Phone call
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, - A P e e e e e

If **Phone call,”” ask:

d. How many telephone calls were made to get medical advice about ——? d. Number of calls (NP)
Fill item C, (DV), from 14—16 for all persons. [_] Condition ”'e’" C17d)
Ask 17a for each person with visits in DV box. [T} Pregnancy (17e)
17a. For what condition did —— see or talk to a doctor during the post 2 weeks? 17a.] [C1No condition

d. During that period, did —— see or talk to a doctor about any other condition? d. Y (17c) N (NP)
e. During ’he past 2 weeks was —— sick because of her pregnancy? e. Y N (17d)
e e m e e e e e m o — . 4 m % o = = = —m — e = = e — o — — — — — - ———‘44-——————————-———r- ___________________
f. What was the matter? f. | Enter condition in item C (17d)
18a. During the past 12 months, (that is since __(date) o year ago), about how many times did ~~ see or 18a./000 [_] Only when in hospital

talk to o medical doctor? (Do not count doctors seen while a patient in a hospitol.)
{Include the —— visits you already told me about.)

b. ABOUT how long has it been since —— LAST saw or talked to a medical doctor?
Include doctors seen while a patient in a hospital.

000 [_] None

Number of visits

2 [] Past 2 weeks
not reported
(14 and 17)

3 [[]2 wks.~6 mos.
4[] Over 6—12 mos.
5[] year

6 []2—4 years
7[5+ years

8 ] Never
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190. What wos —— doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS ~ (For males):  working or doing something else? | 19. 1 [T} Working (24a)
If “‘something else,”” ask: (For females): keeping house, working, or doing 2% K h (24b)
Ages b. What was —— doing? something else? - | 2[]Keeping house
17+ If 45+ years and was not “‘working,”’ ‘'keeping house,’’ or ‘‘going to school,”” ask: 3 [[] Retired, health (23)
c. Is —— retired? 4[] Retired, other {23)
d. If “‘retired,”’ ask: Did he retire because of his health? s [] Going to school (26)
[ 200 Whot was — doing HOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS ~ seing to schosl ar duing something else? | | 0117+ something eise 20
6§TZ If “*something else,”” ask: 7 [} 6—16 something else (25)
oo ) beWhatwes ——doing? ol S
Ages - o[ ] 1-5years (21}
under 6 o] Under | {22)
2la. Is —— able to take part at all in ordinary play with other children? 2la. Y 1 N (28)
b. Is he limited in the kind of play he can do because of his health? o _;.- &;_Y—{—ZB—) ————— ,; _____
c. Is he limited i the amount of play because of his health? | 2 v (289 - N {27;”
22a. ls —— llmned in any way because of his health? 22af 1Y 5 N (NP}
__________________________________________________________________________ g OO U U B A
b. In what way is he limited? Record limitation, not condition. b. (28)
23a. Does - hechh now keep him from working? 23a 1Y (28) N
b. Is he hmned in zhe kind of work he could do because of his health? —;.— ~2 Y*(AZB_)—___---;J \\\\\
c. Is he limited in the amount of work he could do because of his health? 7T -_:.— ~_2— ;_{—2;) ------- ; _____
d. Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities because of his health? d.l 3 Y (28) —_;4“(;7_)—-
240. Does —— NOW have a job? 24a Y (24¢) N
b. In terms of health, is —— NOW able to {work — keep house) at all? B b, T Y“—_““T;_(—z’g)"
e Ix he limited in the kind of (work — housework) he can do because of bis heatth? | 1T T T
d. Is he limited in the amount of {work — housework) he can do because of his health? 2 Y (28) N
e. Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities because of his health? o ] _:,- --—3— ;_(—2;) _______ ;;('2;)_-
25. In terms of health would —~ be able to go to school? 25, Y 1N (28)
26o- Does {veuld) == hove fo go to o cerlein type of school because of his health? Zo| 2 Y @0 N
b. Is he (would he be) limited in school attendance because of his health? b.| 2 Y (28) N
c. Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities because of his health? el 3 Y (28) N )
Za. Is - Vnlted in ANY WAY becouse of @ discbiliy orbeolh? — ~ T 7e] 4 v N )
b. In what way is he limited? Record limitation, not condition. b
been limited in —
28a. About how long has he { been unable to —— } 28a. 000 [7] Less than | month
. had to go o a certain type of school?) S I Mos. 2y,
b. What (other) condition causes this limitation? 1 b Enter condition in ftem C
Ask 28¢
I “old age” only, asks Is this limitation caused by any specific condition? 301 ae onty )
e Is this limitation coused by ony other condtion? | Hbwoc
Mark box or ask: [CJonty | condition
d. Which of these conditions would you say is the MAIN cause of his limitation?
d. Enter main condition
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29a. Was —— a patient in o hospital at any time since _ (date) a year ago? 290. Y N (Item C)
b. How many times was —~~ in o hospital since (date) @ year ago? b. Times (item C)
T st weve
30a. Was anyone in the family in o nursing home, convalescent home, or
similar place since __(date) a year ago? Y N (31)
b. Who was this? — Circle “*Y’’ in person's column. 30b, Y
LA 20003 I A
¢. During that period, how many times was —— in a nursing home or similar place? ¢ Times (Item C)
Ask for each child | year old or under if date of birth is on or after reference date.
31la. Was —— born in o hospital? 3la.
If ‘*Yes,'" and no hospitalizations entered in his and/or mother’s column, enter **I'" in 29b and item C. Y N (NP)
If "*Yes,"”” and a hospitalization is entered for the mother and/or baby, ask 31b for each.
b. Is this hospitalization included in the number you gave me for ——2 _CTTTToTTTERTT N 1
Y N

1€ **No,"’ correct entries in 29 and item C for mother and/or baby.

FOOTNOTES
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Condition Page

CONDITION 1

Ask remaining questions as appropriate for the condition entered in:

A2

1. Person number | Nome of condition t[Jlem | 3(]Q.3b s []Q. 3d
2[]Q.3a 4[] Q. 3¢ 6[]1Q. 3e
. 4. During the past 2 weeks, did his . . . cause him
2. When did —— last see or talk to a doctor about his . . .? to cut down on the things he usuaily does? LY 2 N (9)
t 7] ininterview 1 [ Past 2 wks. {ltem C} s~ 2-4yrs,
week 2 {7} 2 wks.—6 mos, 6. S+ yrs. 5. During that period, how many days did he cut
(Reask 2) ! 217 Never down for as much as a day? Days
3 [ Over 6—12 mos, . € oo None (9)
o7 by s {71 DK if Dr. seen
9 7"] DK when Dr. seen 6. During that 2-week period, how many days did
A P Days
his . . . keep him in bed all or most of the doy? X
Examine ‘*Name of condition’' entry and mark oo i None
A" (| Co|c3r blindnfas_s (NC) (] On_Card g (A2) Ask if 17+ years: oa
[ Accident or injury (A2) [ Neither (3a) 7. How mony doys did his . . . keep him from work ——Dars (9)
m m - 0 during that 2-week period? (For females): not )
II; "8232; r::ltk:adlIzzd”toa.Sk:transcnbe entry from item |. counting work around the house? 00 None (9)
3a, What did the doctor say it was? — Did he give it a medical name? Ask if 6-16 years:
8. How many days did his . . . keep him from . Days
school during that 2-week period? oo None

Do not ask for Cancer
b. What was the cause of . . .7
[C] Accident or injury (A2}

If the entry in 3a or 3b includes the words:

[ On Card C (A2)

Ailment Condition Disorder Trouble

Anemic Cyst Growth Tumor

Asthma Defect Measles Uleer Ask c:
Attack Disease Rupture

hd

. When did —— first notice his . . .?

1 [} Last week

2 [T} Week before 5 "} Over 3~12 months

3 {7 ] Past 2 weeks—DK which 6 '~ ' More than |2 months ago
(Was it during the past 12 months or before that time?)

(Was it during the past 3 months or before that time?)

(Was it during the past 2 weeks or before that time?)

477 2 weeks~3 months

c. What kind of . . . is it?

1 ] Not an eye cond. (AA)

2 First eye cond.
- (under 6) (AA)

3 [] First eye cond. (6+ yrs.)
(10)

A3

4[] Not first eye cond. (AA)

For allergy or stroke, ask:
d. How does the allergy (stroke) affect him?

10. Can ~— see well enough to read ordinary newspaper print

WITH GLASSES with his {|eft eye? ...1Y 2 N
right

eye? . ..1Y 2 N

If in 3a—d there is an impairment or any of the following entries:

FOOTNOTES

Abscess Damage Paralysis
Ache (except haad or ear) Growth Rupture
Bleeding Hemorrthage Sore
Blood clot Infection Soreness
Boil Inflammation Tumor Ask e:
Cancer Neuralgia Ulcer
Cromps (except Neuritis Varicose veins
menstruol) Pain Weak
Cyst Palsy Weokness
e. What part of the body is affected?
Show the following detail:
Head . ... ..ot iennanennn skull, scalp, face
Back/spine/vertebro . upper, middle, lower
Earoreye ......ccvetencann one or both
AMm i i it e e one or both; shoulder, upper,
elbow, lower, wrist, han
L e one or both; hip, upper, knee,

lower, ankle, foot
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1 [C] Missing extremity {A4)

A4

] Accident or injury [ Other (NC)

2] Condition in C2 does not have a letter as source (A4}
3 [_] Condition in C2 has a letter as source, Doctor seen (/1)
4[] Condition in C2 has a letter as source, Doctor not seen (I5)

AA

17a. Did the accident happen during the post 2 years or before that time?
(] During the past 2 years [] Before 2 years (I8a)

b. When did the accident happen?

1a. fD“h‘ - N?W take any medicine or treatment t Y
is o 4.7
_°i __‘ _________________________________ i_"i !I_-Zl _______ [ Last week (] Over 3—12 months
b. Was any of this medicine or treatment r ded Y (] Week before [ 1-2years
by a doctor? 2 N ] 2 weeks—3 months
12, Has he ever had surgery for this condition? 'Y 18a. At the time of the accident what part of the body was hurt?
2 N Whot kind of injury was it? Anything else?
13. Was he ever hospitalized for this condition? 1y Part(s) of body Kind of injury
2 N
4. During the past 12 months, about how many timeshas | [ T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
—~— seen or talked to a doctor about his . . .? ___Times
(Do not count visits while a patient in a hospital.) 000 ] None -
If accident happened more than 3 months ago, ask:
150, About how many days during the past 12 months has b. What part of the body is affected now?
this condition kept him in bed all or most of the day? Days How is his —— affected? Is he cffected in any other way?
_____________________________________ S°_°_|;_Ng"_e___ ] Part(s) of body Present effects
Ask if 17+ years:
b. About how many days during the past 12 months has —Days B |
this condition kept him from work?
For females: Not counting work around the house? ooo ] None

16a. How often does his . . . bother him — all of the time, often,
once in a while, or never?

1 [C] All the time 2 [] Often 3 [] Once in a while

o ] Never (l6c) 8 [] Other — Specify

b. When it does bother him, is he bothered a great deal, some, or very little?
1 ] Great deal 2 [7] Some 3 [] Very little

4[] Other — Specify

19. Where did the accident happen?
1 [C] At home (inside house)
2 [_] At home (adjacent premises)
3 ] Street and highway (includes roadway and public sidewalk)
4[] Farm
s [] Industrial place (includes premises)
6 [_] School (includes premises)
7 [C] Place of recreation and sports, except at school
a [] Other — Specify¢

[1 All the time in |6a OR condition list 4 asked (A4)

¢. Does ~— still have this condition?
1Y (A4)

d. Is this condition completely cured or is it under control?
2 [] Cured 3 [] Under control (A4)

4 [} Other — Specify

¢, About how long did —— have this condition before it wos cured?

o [] Less than one month Months Years

20. Was —- at work at his job or business when the accident hoppened?
1Y 3 [] While in Armed Services
2 N 4[] Under 17 at time of accident
2la. Was o car, truck, bus, or other motor vehicle
involved in the accident in any way? 1 Y 2 N (NC)
b. Was more than one vehicle involved? Y N
c. Was it (either one) moving at the time? 1Y 2 N
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2-WEEKS DOCTOR VISITS PAGE n

Person number

Earlier, you told me that —— had seen or talked to o doctor during the past 2 weeks. 2a. {7777 7] Last week
R
agss | | Week before
2a. On what (other) dotes during that 2-week period did ~— visit or talk to a doctor? Tom e
Y (Reask 2a and b) N (Ask 3—6 for
b. Were there any other doctor visits for him during that period? be each visit)

3. Where did he see the doctor on the (date), ota 3,
clinic, hospital, doctor’'s office, or some other place?

If Hospital: Was it the outpatient clinic
or the emergency reom?

If Clinic: Was it o hospital outpatient
clinic, a company clinic, or some other
kind of clinic?

o ] While inpatient in hospital (Next DV)

1 [} Doctor's office (group practice or
doctor’s chinic)

2[ 7] Telephone

3 [ Hospital Outpatient Clinic
4[] Home

s [_] Hospital Emergency Room

6 [_] Company or Industry Chnic
7] Other (Specity) Y

Mark box or ask:

4. Was the doctor a general practitioner or a specialist? 4. o1 ) General practitioner [ ] Specialist —
Whot kind of specialist is he?
g F
5. During this visit (call) did —— actually see (talk to} the doctor? 5. vy 2 N
6a. Why did he visit (call) the doctor on___ (date) 2 6o,
Write in reason
1 (7] Diag. or treatment {6c)
Mark appropriate box(es) 3 [[] General checkup (6b)
2 [7] Pre or Postnatal care
4[] Eye exam, (glasses) (Next
s [ immunization ov)
6 ] Other
b. Was this for any specific condition? b. Y (Enter condition in6a N ‘(I:lﬁjxif DV) )
and change 1o **Diag.
e | ___orweaments) ™ |

[} Condition reported in 6a

c. For what condition did —~ visit {call) the doctor on date) 2 €
FOOTNOTES
PI A Condition page is required for the condition in question 6. If there is no Condition page, enter condition in item C and
fill a page for it after completing columns for all required doctor visits.
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HOSPITAL PAGE

You said that —— was in the hospital (nursing home) during the past year.

2, When did —— enter the hospital (nursing home) (the lost time)?

USE YOUR CALENDAR
Make sure the YEAR is correct

3. What is the name ond address of this hospital (nursing home)?

4. How many nights was —— in the hospital (nursing home)?

Complete 5 from entries in 2 and 4; if not clear, ask the questions.

5a. How many of these —~ nights were during the past 12 months?

¢. Was —— still in the hospital (nursing home) last Sunday night for this hospitalization (stay)?

6. For what condition did ~— enter the hospital (nursing home) — do you know the medical name?
If medical name unknown, enter an adequate description.

For delivery ask:

Was this a normal delivery?
For newborn, ask:

Was the baby normal at birth?

If ““NO,"* ask:

What was the matter?

Show CAUSE, KIND, and
PART OF BODY in same
detail as required for the
Condition page.

7a. Were any operations performed on -~ during this stay at the hospital (nursing home)?

b. What was the name of the operation?

If name of operation is not known, describe what was done.

c. Any other aperations during this stay?

1. | Person number
Month Date Year
2. 19
Name
Street
3.
City (or county) State
4. - Nights
Sa. —_ Nights
b. Nights
. Y N
6. [CJ Normal delivery [C] Normal at birth
Condition
[Cause | [10nCard €~~~ "] Ace. or inj.
K_ind _____________________________
[ Pare of body T TTTTooo
7a. Y o N (Next Hosp)
b.
o ___§_(—D;s_c;it;e—)_7 '''''' NI
C.

FOOTNOTES

P2

A Condition page is required if there is an entry of *“I** or more nights in 5b. [f there fs no C?ndition page, enter
condition in item C and fill a page for it after completing columns for all required hospitalizations.
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Vital and Health Statistics series descriptions

BERIES 1.
SERIES 2.
SERIES 3.
SERIES 4.
SIS 10,
SLKRIES 11,
STRIES 12

RERETE

13,

Programs and Collection Procedures.—Reports describing
the general programs of the National Center for Health
Statistics and its offices and divisions and the data col-
lection methods used. They also include definitions and
other material necessary for understanding the data.

Data Evaluation and Methods Research.—Studies of new
statistical methodology including experimental tests of
niw survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection
mithods, new analytical techniques, objective evaluations
of rehiability of collected data, and contributions to sta-
tistical theory.,

Analytical and Epidemiological Studies.—Reports pre-
seating analytical or interpretive studies based on vital
«nid health statistics, carrying the analysis further than
the uspasitory types of reports in the other series.

Documents and Committee Reports.—Final reports of
mygor committees concerned with vital and health sta-
tistics and documents such as recommended model vital
ridestration laws and revised birth and death certificates.

Pata From the National Health Interview Survey.—Statis-
tizs an illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of hos-
pital, medical, dental, and other services, and other
health-related topics, all based on data collected in the
continuing national household interview survey.

Data From the National Health Examination Survey and
the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey.—
Pata from direct examination, testing, and measurement
ol national samples of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population provide the basis for (1) estimates of the
nchically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the
Umitvdd States and the distributions of the population
with  respect  to physicél, physiological, and psycho-
Il characteristics and (2} analysis of relationships
amang the various measurements without reference to
o oesplicit finite universe of persons.

BRata From the Institutionalized Population Surveys.—Dis-
comtindged in 1975, Reports from these surveys are in-
cluded in Series 13,

Data on Health Resources Utilization.—Statistics on the
utthzation of health manpower and facilities providing

SERIES 14.

SERIES 15.

SERIES 20.

SERIES 21.

SERIES 22.

SERIES 23.

long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family
planning services.

Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities.—
Statistics on the numbers, geographic distribution, and
characteristics of health resources including physicians,
dentists, nurses, other health occupations, hospitals,
nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Data From Special Surveys.—Statistics on health and
health-related topics collected in special surveys that
are not a part of the continuing data systems of the
National Center for Health Statistics.

Data on Mortality .—Various statistics on mortality other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports.
Special analyses by cause of death, agzs, and other demo-
graphic variables; gsographic and time serias analysss;
and statistics on characteristics of dzaths not available
from the vital records based on sample surveys of those
records.

Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce.—Various sta-
tistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other than as
included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special
analyses by demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on
characteristics of births not available from the vital
records based on sample surveys of those records.

Data From the National Mortality and Natality Surveys.—
Discontinued in 1975. Reports from these sample surveys
based on vital records are includad in Series 20 and 21,
respectively.

Data From the National Survey of Family Growth.—
Statistics on fertility, family formation and dissolution,
family planning, and related maternal and infant heglth
topics derived from a periodic survey of a nationwida
probability sample of ever-married women 15-44 years
of age.

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to:

Scientific and Technical Information Branch
National Center for Health Statistics

Public Health Service

Hyattsville, Md. 20782
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