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PHYSICIAN VISITS
VOLUME AND INTERVAL SINCE LAST VISIT

Augustine Gentile?

INTRODUCTION

Data are presented in this report on the
number of visits and the interval since the last
visit to physicians reported by the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
in the Health Interview Survey conducted in
1975. These estimates of the utilization of the
services of doctors of medicine and osteopathy
are presented by selected characteristics of the
population. The data also provide information
on the type of physician visited, place of visit,
type of service rendered, and the condition
causing the visit.

Comparisons with similar data collected in
the Health Interview Survey during earlier time
periods also are presented.

The following statements briefly summarize
the data contained in this report:

During the 1975 survey year, about 75.2
percent of the population reported that they
had seen or talked to a physician during the
12-month period prior to the week that the
interview was conducted.

These data also show that although about 25
percent of the population had not seen a
physician during the year prior to the inter-
view, about 22 percent of the population
had seen a physician five or more times.

3Mr. Gentile was Chief of Survey Methods Branch
of the Division of Health Interview Survey and later
Director of the Office of Pemographic Studies at Gal-
laudet College, Washington, D.C., and is now retired.

During 1975, the number of physician visits,
excluding visits to hospital inpatients, was
about 1.1 billion; this amounts to an annual
rate of 5.1 visits per person per year.

About 68 percent of all physician visits took
place in a doctor’s office; 13 percent took
place in a hospital clinic or emergency room;
and 13 percent were consultations by tele-
phone.

The proportion of all visits that took place
in a hospital clinic or emergency room has
increased from about 9 percent in 1959 to
about 13 percent in 1975; the proportion of
visits to a patient’s home has decreased from
about 9 percent to about 1 percent during
the same time period.

Black persons and persons in the lower in-
come groups have on the average fewer visits
to a doctor’s office and more visits to hospi-
tal clinics or emergency rooms than white
persons and persons in the higher income

groups have.

These data show that between 1967 and
1975 there was a decrease of about 20 per-
cent in the proportion of visits made to gen-
eral practitioners and a corresponding over-
all increase of 20 percent in the proportion
of visits made to medical specialists.

These estimates show that about 43 percent
of the population had a general checkup
during the 12-month period prior to the
interview week.



For all visits, chronic conditions account
for 50.6 percent and acute conditions ac-
count for 44.0 percent of the reasons given
for the visits to a physician.

SOURCE OF THE DATA

The information in this report is based on
data collected in household interviews during
the Health Interview Survey of the National
Center for Health Statistics. Interviews were
obtained from a probability sample of the civil-
ian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. Trained interviewers of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census conducted the interviews
each ‘week in a representative sample of the
Nation’s households. During 1975, interviews
were conducted in about 40,000 households
that included about 116,000 persons.

A further description of the statistical de-
sign of the survey, the method of estimation,
and general qualifications of data obtained from
surveys is presented in appendix I. Since all the
data included in this report are estimates based
on a sample of the population rather than on the
entire population, they are subject to sampling
error. Although the sampling errors for most of
the estimates are of relatively low magnitude,
where an estimated number or the numerator
or denominator of a rate or percentage is small,
the sampling error may be high. Charts from
which approximate sampling errors can be esti-
mated and instructions for their use are shown
in the section ‘“Reliability of Estimates” in
appendix L

Another source of error in interview data is
response error. Response error occurs when
household respondents do not know the re-
quested information, fail to recall accurately
events occurring during the reference period,
report events that actually happened outside
the reference period as having occurred during
it, or withhold information. Studies mentioned
in a previous report on physician visits! suggest
that reporting of physician visits is subject to
substantial underreporting as well as overre-
porting, which to an undetermined extent, tend
to compensate for each other. For this reason
as well as because the two surveys utilize dif-

ferent methods and reporting sources, the esti-
mates shown in this report may differ from
those reported by the National Ambulatory
Medical Care Survey.2

Definitions of certain terms used in this re-
port are explained in appendix II. It is suggested
that the reader become familiar with these
definitions, as some of these terms have a special-
ized meaning for the purpose of the survey.

The entire questionnaire used during 1975
is illustrated in the Current Estimates report
for this period.3 The probe questions and re-
cording form used to obtain information about
physician visits are illustrated in appendix III
of this report.

COMMENTS ON THE DATA

For the purposes of the Health Interview
Survey, a physician visit is defined as a consul-
tation with a doctor of medicine or osteopathy,
either in person or by telephone for examina-
tion, diagnosis, treatment, or advice. The service
may be rendered by the physician himself or by
a nurse or other aide acting under the physician’s
supervision. The data on the interval since a per-
son last saw a physician (tables A, 1, and 2)
include visits as a hospital inpatient.

In addition, data given in tables 3, B, and C
(the number or frequency of visits to a physician
in the past year) are for persons whose only
visit to a physician occurred when they were
inpatients in a hospital. For the purpose of this
report, these persons are counted as having had
only one visit with a physician, regardless of
the actual number of times that a physician may
have seen the individual in a hospital. All of the
other tables in this report (tables 4-22 and D-G)
contain estimates of the volume of physician
visits and exclude all visits for hospital inpatients.

INTERVAL SINCE LAST
PHYSICIAN VISIT

Data about the interval since last physician
visit are based on responses to the question,
“About how long has it been since you last
saw or talked to a medical doctor?”



In 1975, an estimated 75.2 percent of the
population reported that they had made one or
more physician visits during the 12-month
period prior to the week that the interview was
conducted. An additional 10.8 percent of the
population reported that it had been over a year
but less than 2 years since they had last visited
a physician, and 13.1 percent reported that it
had been 2 years or more since their last physi-
cian visit. The data on interval since last physician
visit by selected demographic characteristics are
presented in tables 1, 2, and A.

Of the 75.2 percent of persons who had seen
a physician within 1 year, 59.4 percent reported
that the visit had occurred less than 6 months
prior to the week of interview and 15.8 per-
cent reported that the last visit had occurred
between 6 months and 1 year prior to the week
of interview.

When these data are examined by demo-
graphic characteristics (table A), it may be seen
that differences between categories for a given
characteristic are generally not very great. Some
notable exceptions are the differences between
the percents of males (70.5) and females (79.6)
who had seen a doctor within a year. Also the
percent of children under 5 years of age (88.9
percent) who had seen a physician within a year
was greater than any of the other age groups
shown in the table, and children aged 5-14 years
had the lowest percent (68.7). As might be ex-
pected, persons with limitation of activity had
a higher percent of persons who had a physician
visit within a year than persons had who were
not limited in activity.

FREQUENCY OF VISITS
IN PAST YEAR

Tables 3 and B contain data showing the
number (or frequency) of visits to a physician
within the past year according to selected demo-
graphic characteristics of the population.

It may be seen from the data in table B, that
in round numbers 25 percent of the population
did not see a physician during the 12 months
prior to interview; 22 percent saw a physician
only once; 30 percent saw a physician from two
to four times; and 22 percent of the population

saw a physician five times or more. In examining
the data for persons who had five or more physi-
cian visits during the year by demographic char-
acteristics, the following items were noted:

About 26 percent of the females compared
with 18 percent of the males had seen a
physician five or more times.

Children under 5 years of age (32 percent)
and persons 65 years of age and over (over
33 percent) had the highest relative propor-
tion of persons who had seen a physician
five or more times.

Children from 5 through 14 years of age had
the lowest proportion of persons who had
seen a physician this frequently.

The data on family income show that the
proportion of persons who had seen a physician
five or more times decreases as family income
increases. It may also be seen that persons with
some degree of activity limitation have a higher
proportion of persons with five or more physi-
cian visits than persons with no activity limita-
tion have.

It is also of interest to note that the 22.4
percent of the population (table B) that had five
or more physician visits accounted for about 72
percent of all physician visits during the year.P

VOLUME OF PHYSICIAN VISITS

For 1975, the estimated annual number of
physician visits, excluding visits to hospital
inpatients, was about 1.1 billion. This estimate
amounts to an annual rate of 5.1 visits per
person per year (table 4). (Comparisons of data
on the volume of physician visits for earlier
time periods may be found in Series 10-No.
97.)%

The number and rate of physician visits for
various characteristics of the population are pre-
sented in tables 4 through 15. Because age af-
fects to a large extent the rates of physician

bThis statistic was derived from a tabulation of data
that was not included in the detailed tables in this
report.



Table A. Percent distribution of persons by time interval since last physician visit, according to selected characteristics: United States, 1975

Time interval since last visit

Total Less than 1 year
Characteristic popu- 1 year- 2 years
lation? Less 611 less than or
Tota!l || than 6 - 2 years more
months months
Percent distribution
All persons? 100.0 || 75.2 59.4 15.8 10.8 13.1
Sox
Male 100.0 70.5 53.9 16.6 12.3 16.1
Female 100.0 79.6 64.6 15.0 9.4 10.3
Age
Under 5 years 100.0 88.9 7741 11.8 7.2 2.3
5-14 YRars.ccverinitvesstnssiensnns 100.0 68.7 49.3 19.4 16.5 13.7
15-24 years 100.0 741 57.4 16.7 123 12.7
25-44 years 100.0 75.9 58.5 17.4 10.3 13.0
45-64 years 100.0 74.1 60.1 14.0 8.9 16.3
65 Y2ars and OVEL....ccrieererseeneeersessessanssssssasassesns 100.0 || 78.7 68.6 1041 6.1 14.7
Color
White 100.0 75.7 59.8 15.9 10.7 129
BIACK 1eviessreosasrassaesorersastenssnnessnsssssssssrnsossnssssssssssnesssnresantssssniersossentasssssissasssesssssassensann 100.0 715 56.7 14.8 123 14.7
Family income
Less than $5,000 100.0 75.5 62.9 12.6 9.3 14.3
$5,000-$9,999 100.0 73.6 58.9 14.7 1.4 14.3
$10,000-$14,999 100.0 7541 58.3 16.8 114 13.0
$15,000 or more 100.0 77.5 60.0 17.5 10.6 11.3
Education of head of family
Less than 9 years 100.0 69.1 56.4 127 11.2 18.4
9-11 years 100.0 72.0 57.3 14.7 12.0 15.3
12 years 100.0 75.8 59.2 16.6 11.4 12.2
13 years or more 100.0 80.9 63.3 17.6 9.3 9.2
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity3 100.0 89.2 82.6 6.6 4.0 6.4
Limited in amount or kind of activity 100.0 86.4 75.7 10.7 5.6 1.7
Not limited in activity 100.0 73.2 56.4 16.8 11.8 14.0
Place of residence
SMSA 100.0 76.0 60.4 15.6 10.5 125
Qutside SMSA
Nonfarm 100.0 73.9 57.9 16.0 11.6 138
Farm 100.0 68.5 51.9 16.6 1.7 18.8
Geographic region
Northeast 100.0 76.2 61.1 15.1 10.8 12.3
North Central 100.0 5.4 58.9 16.5 10.5 13.4
South 100.0 73.8 58.2 15.6 11.6 13.6
West 100.0 75.7 60.0 15.7 10.0 13.0

Lincludes never and unknown.

Includes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.
3Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.



Tuble B. Percent distribution of persons by number of physician visits in past year, according to selected characteristics: United States, 1975

Characteristic

Number of visits in past year

1 ~ 13 or
Total None 1 24 5-12 more
Percent distribution
All persons2 100.0 248 | 219 | 298| 174 5.0
Sex
Male . 100.0 295 | 23.1 | 28.2 | 144 3.5
Female 100.0 205 | 208 | 31.3 | 20.2 6.2
Age
Under 6 years. 100.0 1.4 175 | 376 | 28.0 4.1
5-14 years 100.0 313 | 274 | 28.2 9.9 2.3
15-24 years 100.0 26.0 | 24.1 { 295 | 15.1 4.1
25-34 years 100.0 224 | 226 | 312 | 178 55
35-44 years 100.0 264 | 235 | 29.1| 149 5.2
4b-54 years ........ 100.0 265 | 209 | 285 | 17.1 5.7
55-64 years 100.0 252 | 175 | 284 ] 206 7.1
6b-74 years 100.0 228 | 14.2 | 29.1 | 24.8 7.8
75 yrars and over 100.0 185 | 13.0 | 288 | 291 8.0
Color
White 100.0 243 | 22.0 | 30.2] 175 4.9
Black 100.0 286 | 206 | 273 | 165 5.2
Family income
Less than $3,000..... 100.0 234 | 17.7 | 279 | 211 7.9
$3,000-$4,999 100.0 255 1 18.2 | 278 | 205 6.5
$5,000-$6,999 100.0 27.0 | 189 | 27.3 | 195 6.0
$7,000-$9,999.... 100.0 260 | 209 | 29.0| 18.0 5.1
$10,000-$14,999 100.0 250 | 228 | 30.3 | 165 44
$156,000-$24,999 100.0 229 | 242 | 315 | 165 3.9
$25,000 or more 100.0 213 | 26.1 | 33.2| 165 4.2
Education of head of family
Less than 5 years 100.0 313 | 164 | 235} 19.8 7.0
b8 years 100.0 309 | 183 | 254 | 18.1 5.6
G-TT YRAIS tiiennierninstiinninisessnisre e tiesste s e snsasssesassasa e s tsan s snsansssssassesssssensensensesssvarsssessessoseasontensasnentssrensess 100.0 28.0 | 21.1 | 27.7 | 169 5.1
12 years 100.0 242 | 23.1 | 305 16.7 4.5
13 years or more 100.0 19.1 | 23.8 | 338} 178 4.7
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity3 100.0 10.8 7.3 | 221 35.1 21.7
Limited in amount or kind of major activity3 100.0 124 | 103 | 274 | 32.1 16.1
Limited, but not in major activity 100.0 16.1 146 | 319 | 264 9.8
Not limited in activity 100.0 26.8 | 23.8 | 30.2 | 15.0 3.1
Place of residence
SMSA 100.0 240 | 218 [ 302 | 176 6.3
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm 100.0 26.2 {221 (292} 171 4.3
Farm 100.0 315 | 223 | 270 | 144 3.6
Geographic region
Northeast 100.0 238 | 22.2 | 29.7 | 181 5.2
North Central 100.0 246 | 228 | 299 | 17.2 4.5
Soauth ........ 100.0 26.1 | 218 | 296 | 164 4.8
Waest...... 100.0 242 | 203 | 30.3 | 184 5.7

Includes unknown number of visits.
Includes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.
“Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.



visits and other health characteristics and be-
cause the age distribution for a particular char-
acteristic can vary considerably, it is advisable
to make comparisons of age-specific rates for
subgroups of the population rather than of rates
for persons of all ages.

Comparisons of the age-specific rates for
each of the sexes are shown in figure 1. It may
be seen that the rates for males and females do
not differ much for the youngest and oldest
age groups shown. However, during the age span
from about 15 years of age to about 64 years
of age, females had a higher rate of physician
visits than males had. Clearly, a part of this dif-
ference is related to visits concerning pregnancy
and childbirth.

The number and rate of physician visits by
place of residence are shown in table 4 and
figure 2. The rates for physician visits are
higher, generally, for persons living in standard
metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s). This is
especially true for persons from about 25 to
b4 years of age. For persons under 35 years of
age, the annual number of physician visits per
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Figure 1. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
sex and age
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Figure 2. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
place of residence and age

person per year was lowest for residents of
farm areas.

Table 5 gives the number and annual rate of
physician visits by geographic region, sex, and
age. Some of these data are summarized in figure
3. On the average, persons living in the West
Region reported more physician visits than
persons living in the other three geographic
regions of the country did. The difference in
the annual rate of physician visits between the
West and other regions occurred mainly among
persons from about 25 to 64 years of age.

Estimates of the number and rate of physi-
cian visits by family income, sex, and age are
presented in tables 6 and 7. The rates for se-
lected family income groups are illustrated in
figure 4. It is apparent that the highest rates of
physician visits are for persons between the ages
of 25 and 54 years with annual family incomes
of less than $3,000. It may also be seen that the
rates for physician visits are relatively high for
persons under 5 years of age and for persons
65 years of age and over, regardless of income
level.
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Figure 3. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
geographic region and age

It may be well to note here that the rates
of physicians visits in the 1975 data for the
socioeconomic-related variables—family income,
color, and education of head of family—do not
show the differences that appear in the data
collected in earlier survey years (p. 7%). To
some extent this may be due to the impact of
Federal aid to economically disadvantaged
persons.

The data in tables 8 and 9 show the number
of physician visits and the average annual num-
ber of physician visits per person per year by
color, family income, sex, and age. These data
indicate that in 1975 there was in general very
little difference in the utilization of physician
services between white and black persons. Some
of the apparent differences in rates for a specific
age group or age-sex group (table 8) and for a
specific age-sex-income group (table 9) may be
due to sampling variability. This statement also
applies to the differences that appear in the
data illustrated in figure 5. As previously noted,
earlier studies from the Health Interview Survey
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Figure 4, Number of physician visits per person per year, by
family income and age

Figure 5. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
color and age



reported larger differences in the rates of physi-
cian visits between white and black persons.

The number and annual rate of physician
visits by education of head of family, sex, and
age are shown in tables 10 and 11 and figure 6.
These data show that with one exception there
are not many large differences in the rate of
physician visits between persons when classified
by the education of the head of family. The
only notable exception is the difference in rates
for persons classified as living in families where
the head of the family had 13 years or more of
education compared with persons living in fami-
lies whose head had only between 5 and 8 years
of education; the difference only occurs, how-
ever, for persons under 25 years of age.

Data on the volume and rate of physician
visits are presented for the combined variables
of education of head of family, family income,
and age in tables 12 and 13. These data show
that for each of the levels of education cate-
gories the rate of physician visits was greatest for
persons in the lowest family income group (less
than $5,000). Most of the apparent differences
that appear in table 13 in the age-specific rates
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Figure 6. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
education of head of family and age
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Figure 7. Number of physician visits per person per year, by
degree of limitation of activity due to chronic conditions
and age

by education and family income may be due to
sampling variability.

The rates of physician visits for persons with
limitation of activity due to chronic disease or
impairment was higher, as might be expected,
than the rates for persons who were not limited
in activity (tables 14 and 15). It also appears
that the rates of physician visits increase as the
severity of the limitation increases (figure 7).
The rates for persons of all ages for the cate-
gories of activity limitation during 1975 were as
follows:

Number of
Activity limitation physician visits
per person
per year
Not limited in activity 4.2
Limited, but not in major
activity 7.4
Limited in amount or kind
of major activity 10.5
Unable to carry on major
activity 12.5



PLACE OF VISIT AND
TYPE OF PHYSICIAN

In the Health Interview Survey, information
is obtained about the place of visit, the type of
physician visited, and the reason for each physi-
cian visit. Estimates of the number and a percent
distribution of the number of physician visits by
place of visit for selected population character-
istics are presented in tables 16 and 17. A sum-
mary of these data is shown in table C. It may
be seen that about two-thirds of all physician
visits took place in a doctor’s office (68.0 per-
cent), about 13 percent took place in a hospital
clinic or emergency room, and about 13 percent
were consultations by telephone. Together these
three *‘places of visit” account for 94 percent
of all physician visits.

On the basis of a review of health survey

data from previous years, it appears that the pro-

portion of visits that take place in a doctor’s
office has remained at about the same level
since 1959, and the number of visits that take
place in a hospital clinic or emergency room has
increased from about 9 percent in 1959 to about
13 percent in 1975. It may also be observed that
the proportion of physician visits to a patient’s
home has gradually declined from about 9 per-
cent of all visits in 1959 to less than 1 percent in
1975. Since 1959 there has also been an increase
in the proportion of telephone consultations
for medical purposes (table D).

Table C. Number and percent distribution of physician visits,
by place of visit: United States, 1975

Number Percent
Place of visit o f visits dis:cri-
in thou- .

sands bution
Total ieuciiiiiniininiiiinnini e 1,056,094 100.0
Office (including prepaid group).......... 717,746 68.0
[ (011 1- N 8,217 0.8
Hospital clinic or emergency room ...... 136,585 129
Company or industry health unit......... 9,175 0.9
Telephonel....cceerrrernsenrneenens 131,911 125
Other and unknown 52,461 5.0

1poes not include calls for appointments and other nonmedi-
cal purposes.

Many variations in the distribution of place
of visit according to selected demographic and
socioeconomic characteristics of the population
may be seen in table 17. For example, females,
proportionately, had more office and telephone
visits than males had, and males had more visits
to a hospital clinic or emergency room than
females had. White persons had a much higher
proportion of office and telephone visits than
black persons had, and black persons had
almost twice as many visits as white persons
had to a hospital clinic or emergency room.
It also may be seen that persons in the lower
family income groups had, on the average, fewer

Table D. Percent distribution of physician visits, by place of visit: United States, selected years

Place of visit

July July July
1958- | 1963- | 1966-
June June June
1959 1964 1967

1971 1975

All VISIES cevsiisirieermmierecsssoninesienmanmmiississiiesiensansansssssesseseesensens

Office {including prepaid group) ...
HOME .o icnesnrnn e nesinissessensnenssense
Hospital clinic or emergency room ...
Company or industry health unit .....
Telaphonel ..o

Other and UNKNOWR it setceas s esaassssssssssssonsease

Percent distribution

................................ 100.0 { 100.0 | 1000 § 100.0 100.0

66.6 69.8 71.8 69.6 68.0

9.2 5.4 3.3 1.7 0.8

8.8 1.9 9.3 10.2 129

1.0 06| 08 1.0 0.9

104 10.6 11.3 13.3 12,5
............................... 4.0 1.6 34 4.2 5.0

Ipoes not include calls for appointments and other nonmedical purposes.



office and telephone visits and more visits to
hospital clinics and emergency rooms than
persons in the higher family income groups had.

The number and percent distribution of
physician visits by place of visit and type of
physician visited are shown in table 18. In 1975,
about one-half of all physician visits were made
to general practitioners and almost all of the re-
maining half were made to some type of medical
specialist. Visits to internists (10.0 percent),
pediatricians (9.7 percent), and obstetricians/
gynecologists (7.1 percent) accounted for more
than half of the visits made to medical special-
ists (see table E).

Table E shows the percent distribution of
physician visits for selected survey years. These
data indicate that between 1967 (62.9 percent)
and 1975 (50.4 percent) there was a decrease of
about 20 percent in the proportion of visits
made to a general practitioner and a correspond-
ing increase of about 20 percent in the propor-

tion of visits made to medical specialists. The

greatest increase between 1967 (5.4 percent)
and 1975 (10.0 percent) was in the proportion
of visits to internists.

Table E. Percent distribution of physician visits, by type of
physician: United States, selected years

July
1966-
June
1967

Type of physician 1971 1975

Percent distribution

Total corereeciieniiercciienneesscsnn, 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
General practitioner..ceeeececrncceneen, 62.9 56.0 50.4
Internist....ccuececisannes 5.4 8.0 10.0
Pediatrician 9.0 9.8 9.7
Obstetrician/gynecologist....e.ceceen.. 5.2 5.7 7.1
Orthopedist . 2.2 2.7 3.4
Opthalmologist .....coooeercianrecneniinennes 2.1 2.0 21
Otolaryngologist ... . 1.3 1.9 1.7
Dermatologist ......cveeinnvicsneisinsennnns 14 14 1.7
PsyChiatrist ..ovoeeriseeinsensasnensssenancaees 0.9 141 1.3
Urologist .eeeevccnienirencncesennnieseenerneenen. 1.0 1.0 1.2
Radiologist.eiverersrerscsnriserasesaerens 0.4 08 1.0
(015 1:ToToT-1 { s IV ORURIUOUIPIN 0.9 0.8 0.3
Surgeon, not elsewhere classified .... 2.7 35 3.2
Other medical specialists......cceeunnenns 2.4 2.0 3.1
UNKROWN ..oiecneecencreneeneeenneeceeenes 2.0 3.2 3.7
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TYPE OF SERVICE

In the health survey, respondents who re-
ported physician visits were asked the reason
for each visit. The answers given by the re-
spondents were then classified into one of the
following type of service categories:

Diagnosis and treatment

Pre- and postnatal care
General checkup
Immunization and vaccination

Other

Because more than one type of service may
be rendered during a physician visit, the sum of
types of service (1,069.4 million) exceeds the
number of physician visits (1,056.1 million)
shown in table 19.

In 1975, the proportion of visits that were
made for each of the type of service categories
was as follows:

Service category Percent of visits

Diagnosis and treatment 84.9
Pre- and postnatal care 3.1
General checkup 8.4
Immunization and

vaccination 2.1
Other 2.8

Table 20 gives the percent distribution of
physician visits by type of service for selected
characteristics of the population. These data
show that older persons, persons with lower
incomes, persons with less education, and per-
sons limited in activity visit a physician rela-
tively more frequently for diagnosis and treat-
ment. It is also apparent that children under
b years of age, persons with family incomes
of $25,000 or more, persons with more educa-
tion, and persons with no activity limitation
have relatively more visits for a general checkup.

Table F has been constructed to provide
another view of the population characteristics



Table F. Percent of population who had a general checkup
within a year, by selected characteristics: United States,

1975

Percent

ch teristi Total_ who had

aracteristic :ac:ipoun a general

a checkup
All persons1 ................................... 100.0 426

Sex
100.0 38.4
100.0 46.6
100.0 43.3
100.0 37.9
Family income
Less than $5,000 ...... Lereressnsessesesesnarsssnnene 100.0 374
$5,000-$9,999.......... 100.0 384
$10,000-314,999 100.0 38.9
$15,000 OF MOre..ueieeeisissnneireisssnreneessnsnees 100.0 50.5
Education of head of family

Less than 9 years v 100.0 23.0
911 YRArS civvvrurerecesrirmnsssssasenserssssssnersassesans 100.0 34.4
12 years..u Teisesireseeesarsesassasteeassararatens 100.0 46.6
13 years or MOore..ceceneemsenmeeenne. 100.0 56.9

J‘Inc!udes color other than white and black and unknown
family income and education.

of persons who visited a physician for a general
checkup. For the purpose of this table, it was
assumed that a person had only one general
checkup during the year. Thus the number of
visits for a general checkup can be expressed as
a percent of the population with a general
checkup. According to the estimates in table F,
about 43 percent of the population had a gen-
eral checkup within a year of the interviews.
A higher percent of females (46.6 percent)
than of males (38.4 percent) had general check-
ups, and a higher proportion of white persons
(43.3 percent) than of black (37.9 percent) had
checkups. Persons with family incomes of
$15,000 or more (50.5 percent) had a higher
percent of persons who had checkups than
persons in the other family income groups had.
It also may be seen that the proportion of per-
sons who had a general checkup was directly

related to the education of the head of the
family. The percent ranged from 23 percent for
persons with less than 9 years of education to
about 57 percent for persons with at least 1
year of college attendance.

Persons who reported a type of service classi-
fied as diagnosis or treatment were asked
to name the illness or injury for which the visit
to the physician was made. Table 21 gives the
estimates of the number and a percent distri-
bution of the reported conditions, and table 22
shows the percent distributions of the reported
conditions by place of visit. More than one con-
dition may have been reported for a given visit,
but the data in tables 21 and 22 are based on the
first-reported condition. A summary of these
data is provided in table G.

The data in table G show that for all places
of visit chronic conditions account for 50.6
percent and acute conditions account for 44.0
percent of the reasons given for the visit to a
physician. For office visits, chronic conditions
were reported as the reason 55.5 percent of the
time and acute conditions were reported 38.9
percent of the time; for hospital clinic or emer-
gency room visits, these percents were 43.9
for chronic conditions and 51.5 for acute con-
ditions; and for telephone visits they were 34.2
for chronic conditions and 61.3 for acute con-
ditions.

Diseases of the circulatory system (10 per-
cent) were the leading cause among the chronic
conditions for all visits for diagnosis and treat-
ment. This group of diseases accounted for 11.8
percent of the office visits, but for only 6.4
percent of hospital clinic or emergency room
visits and for only 4.7 percent of telephone
consultations. Respiratory diseases were the
next leading cause among the chronic condi-
tions, accounting for 7.1 percent of the diag-
nostic and treatment visits. This disease group
was the cause of 8.1 percent of office visits,
4.9 percent of hospital clinic or emergency
room visits, and 5.8 percent of the telephone
consultations. Among the chronic conditions
it was the leading cause for telephone consul-
tations.

In the acute condition categories, acute
respiratory infections were the leading cause
for diagnostic and treatment visits. They ac-

11



Table G. Percent distribution of physician visits for diagnosis and treatment according to place of visit, by condition causing visit:

United States, 1975

Place of visit
Office Hospital
Condition group {includ- | clinic or Tel
Totall || ing pre- emer- he e
paid gency phone
group) room
Percent distribution
All CONAILIONS covieiiermennrisiisierssrsinnirisissssssonesstsunsnsssssssstsrsrsssussssosssosssuassessssssassrestonsassas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Al Chronic CONAITIONS wucccreririsiiarmsnisisinnsiiiniisiemsrensieessesnnrerssisressssesasasansessvassnnsns srssases 50.6 55.5 43.9 34.2
MenNtal @Nd NBIVOUS weuieeueeeeiiiiereeteustsiisiririimueesesesisesresnsornesmessssssarsarsssassessessrossensnssn 3.1 3.2 26 2.5
Circulatory system eesessseussresrunererresnreasbnnsanotsuasstasraeerararertensrerennreesrinetrarareresne 10.0 11.8 6.4 4.7
RESDITAtOrY SYSTBM . tiieiriuernsrriienerreommanuseacasimesserarssmsmonsostessnosssssseessssessesssnevessssssssassssansnnossnses 7.1 8.1 4.9 5.8
Digestive system 3.1 3.0 3.0 3.3
Skin diseases...ccisiirsenieras 3.3 3.9 1.7 2.3
Arthritis and rheumatism ....... 2.7 3.2 1.6 1.5
LTI P@IFINIEIILS v ververrnennveerereresnsnnrrnnesnsssessrsssrsannssssesesessnsenrssassssssessanensssssssessnresssnnnsssasessonssnsnnsen 3.8 4.0 4.4 1.9
Other.. PO 17.6 18.3 19.3 12.2
All 3CULE CONAILIONS . 1iieiricreisersersinsiisissineiessessisiesesiosnsssesssantossasarsansassssassensesssasserasssantensesessasose 44.0 38.9 515 61.3
Infective and parasitic i reresesssasnenenanreresterenresaraseasassasnerareentrenaas . - 4.7 4.0 3.9 9.4
ACULE rESPITALONY .uuveeceveeesivtiereiessesioorersonssosssasnmnenmesersereraessasasas rererveressersnsnnresasasasas 15.1 13.5 10.4 28.8
INJUFIES cevreer e cner e ceeccsenranne e 11.9 9.4 25.9 8.8
Diseases of the ear 2.4 24 2.2 2.3
Genitourinary disorders 2.2 2.2 2.2 3.1
Other......... 7.7 7.4 6.9 8.9
NO condition repPorted..ccccieeeeeirerrcecrrecscsersnrereeseerssereesecessrasses 5.4 5.5 4.6 4.5
lincludes other places of visit.
counted for 15.1 percent of all visits, 13.5 per- to a physician. They accounted for 11.9 percent
cent of office visits, 10.4 percent of hospital of all visits, 9.4 percent of office visits, 25.9
clinic or emergency room visits, and 28.8 per- percent of hospital clinic or emergency room
cent of telephone consultations. Injuries were visits, and 8.8 percent of the telephone consul-
reported next in frequency as a cause for a visit tations.
OQ0O0
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Table 1. Number of persons, by time interval since last physician visit and selected characteristics: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Time interval since last visit

Characteristic Total Less 611 24 5 years
popu- than 6 - h 1 year or Never | Unknown
lation months | Months years more
Number of persons in thousands
All persons! 209,065 [ 124,211 32,946 | 22,639 | 19,859 7,569 463 1,377
Sex
Male .. 100,865 54,366 16,752 | 12,446 | 11,813 4,427 256 805
Female 108,199 69,845 | 16,194 | 10,193 8,046 3,142 207 572
Age
Under & years. 15,933 12,292 1,880 1,150 363 e 87 162
5-14 years 37,654 18,576 7,293 6,214 4,158 1,015 142 255
15-24 years 38,679 22,184 6,453 4,740 3,879 1,030 125 268
25-34 years 30,027 17,959 5,349 2,921 2,761 800 *27 210
35-44 years 22,390 12,708 3,776 2,489 2,412 860 *16 129
45-64 years 23,531 13,798 3,497 2,255 2,466 1,320 *14 180
65-64 years 19,563 12,085 2,541 1,578 2,072 1,169 *21 96
65-74 years 13,519 9,011 1421 864 1,194 967 *16 45
76 years and over 7,768 5,598 736 428 554 407 *14 *32
Color
White 181,874 || 108,845 | 28,884 | 19,372 | 17,021 6,334 310 1,108
Black 24,396 13,822 3,608 2,998 2,499 1,103 134 233
Family income
Less than $3,000 14,676 9,435 1,811 1,245 1,303 732 52 96
$3,000-$4,999 17,074 10,532 2,193 1,694 1,607 897 49 103
$5,000-$6,999 19,602 11,629 2,678 2,190 1,953 973 95 84
$7,000-$9,999 25,671 15,041 3,961 2,959 2,504 1,025 69 112
$10,000-$14,999 47,103 27,442 7,901 5,367 4,668 1,450 82 194
$16,000 or more 69,868 41,9451 12,243 7.389 6,203 1,694 65 328
Education of head of family
Less than 9 years 41,977 23,659 5,317 4,690 4,993 2,737 238 342
9-11 years 34,544 19,779 5,082 4,134 3,814 147 75 188
12 years 68,238 40,413 11,321 7,753 6,340 1,993 70 350
13-15 years . 28,612 17.938 4,856 2,770 2,243 635 *24 147
16 years or more 32,807 20,934 5,958 2,964 2,172 571 *32 176
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity? 7,140 5,895 474 286 310 147 *4 *22
Limited in amount or kind of major activity2 15,380 12,047 1422 766 776 324 *7 37
Limited, but not in major activity2 7,380 5,183 1,008 516 449 204 *4 *16
Not limited in activity 179,165 |{ 101,085 | 30,042 | 21,071 | 18,324 6,893 448 1,302
Place of residence
SMSA 143,654 86,767 | 22,458 | 15,054 | 13,122 4,909 323 1,022
QOutside SMSA .
Nonfarm 68,700 33,963 9,372 6,800 5,816 2,314 127 307
Farm 6,710 3.481 1,117 785 921 345 *12 48
Geographic region
Northeast 48,086 30,016 7,398 5,316 4,234 1,804 52 265
North Central 55,892 32,929 9,234 5,864 5,620 1,864 80 301
South 66,854 38,917 10,457 7,737 6,471 2,601 188 483
West 37,233 22,349 5,858 3,723 3,634 1,299 143 327

Lincludes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.

Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 2. Percent distribution of persons by time interval since last physician visit, according to selected characteristics: United States, 1976

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Time interval since last visit

Characteristic Total Less 611 24 5 years
popu- || than 6 h 1 year or Never § Unknown
fation || months | MONtNS years more
Percent distribution
Alt personsi 100.0 59.4 15.8 10.8 9.5 3.6 0.2 0.7
Sex
Male 100.0 53.9 16.6 12.3 11.7 44 0.3 08
Female 100.0 64.6 15.0 9.4 7.4 29 0.2 0.5
Age
Under 5 years 100.0 771 11.8 7.2 2.3 P 0.5 1.0
5-14 years 100.0 49.3 194 165 | 11.0 2.7 0.4 0.7
15-24 years 100.0 57.4 16.7 123 | 10.0 2.7 0.3 0.7
25-34 years 100.0 59.8 17.8 9.7 9.2 2.7 *0.1 0.7
35-44 years 100.0 56.8 16.9 1.1 10.8 3.8 *0.1 0.6
45-54 years 100.0, 68.6 14.9 9.6 | 105 5.6 *01 0.8
55-64 years 100.0 61.8 13.0 8.1 10.6 6.0 *0.1 0.6
65-74 years 100.0 66.7 105 6.4 8.8 7.2 *0.1 0.3
75 years and over. 100.0 721 9.5 5.5 741 5.2 *0.2 *0.4
Color
White 100.0 59.8 15.9 10.7 9.4 3.5 0.2 0.6
Black 100.0 56.7 14.8 123 | 10.2 4.5 0.5 1.0
Family income
Less than $3,000 100.0 64.3 12.3 8.5 8.9 5.0 0.4 0.7
$3,000-$4,999 100.0 61.7 12.8 9.9 9.4 5.3 0.3 0.6
$5,000-$6,999 100.0 59.3 13.7 11.2 | 100 5.0 0.5 0.4
$7,000-$9,999 100.0 58.6 15.4 115 9.8 4.0 0.3 0.4
$10,000-$14,999 100.0 58.3 16.8 114 9.9 3.1 0.2 04
$15,000 or more 100.0 60.0 175 10.6 8.9 24 0.1 0.6
Education of head of family -
Less than 9 years 100.0 56.4 12,7 112 119 6.5 0.6 0.8
9-11 vears 100.0 57.3 14.7 12.0 | 11.0 4.3 0.2 0.5
12 years 100.0 59.2 16.6 114 9.3 2.9 0.1 0.5
13-15 years 100.0 62.7 17.0 9.7 7.8 2.2 *0.1 0.5
16 years or more 100.0 63.8 18.2 9.0 6.6 1.7 *0.1 05
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity2 100.0 82.6 6.6 4.0 4.3 241 *0.1 *0.3
Limited in amount or kind of major activity 2 100.0 78.3 9.2 5.0 5.0 21 *0.0 0.2
Limited, but not in major activity 100.0 70.2 13.7 7.0 6.1 28 *0.1 *0.2
Not limited in activity 100.0 56.4 16.8 11.8 | 10.2 3.8 0.3 0.7
Place of residence
SMSA 100.0 60.4 15.6 10.5 9.1 3.4 0.2 0.7
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm 100.0 57.9 16.0 1.6 9.9 3.9 0.2 0.5
Farm 100.0 51.9 16.6 117 | 132 6.1 *0.2 0.7
Geographic region
Northeast 100.0 61.1 15.1 10.8 8.6 3.7 0.1 0.5
North Central 100.0 58.9 16.5 105 | 10.1 3.3 0.1 0.6
South 100.0 58.2 15.6 11.6 9.7 3.9 0.3 0.7
West 100.0 60.0 15.7 10.0 9.5 3.5 0.4 09

1lncludes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.

Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 3. Numbar of persons in population and percent distribution of persons by number of physician visits in past year, according to selected characteristics:

United States, 1975

[Nata are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized pcpulation. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

Popu- Number of visits in past year
lation
Characteristic .
'"s;:gs” Total |[ None | 1 24 | 512 1324 | 2552 fofe' Unknown
Percent distribution
All persons? 209,065 } 100.0 2481 219 | 298 | 174 3.3 1.4 0.3 1.2
Sex
Male 100,865 | 100.0 | 29.5 | 23.1 | 28.2 | 144 2.3 1.0 0.2 1.2
Female 108,199 | 100.0 || 205 | 20.8 | 31.3 | 20.2 4.2 1.7 0.3 1.1
Age
Under & years 15,933 | 100.0 111 ] 175 | 37.6 | 28.0 3.1 *0.9 0.1 1.7
5-14 years 37,654 | 100.0 313 | 274 |'28.2 99 1.4 0.7 0.2 0.9
16-24 years, 38,679 | 100.0 || 26.0 | 24.1 | 29.5 | 15.1 2.9 1.0 0.2 1.2
25-34 years 30,027 { 100.0 224 | 226 | 312 | 175 3.9 1.3 0.3 0.9
35-44 years 22,390 | 100.0 26.4 | 23.5 | 29.1 149 3.2 16 04 0.9
45-54 years 23,531 100.0 26.5 | 209 | 285 | 17.1 3.6 1.7 04 1.2
65-64 years 19,663 | 100.0 || 25.2 { 17.5 | 284 | 20.6 4.6 21 04 1.2
65-74 years 13,519 | 1000 || 228 | 14.2 | 29.1 | 24.8 5.3 2.2 0.3 1.2
75 years and over 7,768 | 100.0 185 | 130 | 289 | 29.1 5.3 *2.4 0.3 25
Color
White 181,874 { 100.0 || 24.3 | 22.0 | 30.2 | 175 3.3 1.3 0.3 1.1
Black 24,396 { 1000 || 28.6 | 206 | 27.3 | 16,5 3.3 1.6 0.3 1.8
Family income
Less than $3,000 14,676 | 100.0 234 | 17.7 1 27.9 | 211 5.3 2.3 0.3 20
$3,000-$4,999 17,074 |} 100.0 || 25,5 | 18.2 | 27.8 | 205 4.2 19 04 15
$5,000-$6,999 19,602 | 100.0 27.0 | 189 | 273 | 195 4.0 1.7 0.3 14
$7,000-$9,999 25,671 100.0 26.0 | 209 | 29.0 | 18.0 3.4 1.4 0.3 1.1
$10,000-$14,999 47,103 1 100.0 25.0 | 228 | 30.3 | 165 3.0 1.1 0.3 0.9
$15,000-$24,999 48,872 | 1000 )| 229 | 242 | 315 | 165 2.6 1.1 0.2 0.8
$25,000 or more 20,996 | 100.0 21.3 | 25.1 33.2 | 155 2.7 1.9 04 0.7
Education of head of family

Less than 6 years 8,007 | 100.0 31.3 | 164 | 235 | 198 4.4 *2.3 03 2.0
5-8 years, 33,970 | 100.0 || 309 | 183 | 254 | 18.1 3.6 1.7 0.3 1.7
9-11 years 34,544 | 100.0 |} 28.0 | 211 | 27.7 | 16.9 3.4 1.4 0.3 1.1
12 years 68,238 | 100.0 || 24.2 | 23.1 | 305 | 16.7 3.0 1.2 0.3 1.1
13 years or more 61,419 { 100.0 19.1 | 238 338 { 17.8 3.2 1.2 0.3 0.8

Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity2 7,140 | 100.0 10.8 7.3 | 221 | 351 12.2 76 1.8 3.1
Limited in amount or kind of major ACHIVITY2 uoivesrsesressnensessensmsseonne 16,380 | 100.0 124 { 103 | 274 | 32.1 9.8 5.1 1.2 1.7
Limited, but not in major at:tivity2 7,380 } 100.0 16.1 | 146 | 31.9 | 26.4 5.6 3.4 0.8 1.1
Not limited in activity 179,165 | 100.0 || 26.8 | 23.8 | 30.2 | 15.0 2.3 0.7 0.1 1.0

Place of residence
SMSA 143,654 § 100.0 240 (218 (302 | 176 3.5 1.5 0.3 1.1

Outside SMSA

Nonfarm 68,700 { 100.0 26.2 | 221 29.2 | 171 3.0 141 0.2 1.2
Farm 6,710 | 100.0 315 | 223 | 27.0 | 144 26 *0.8 0.2 . 1.3

Geographic region
Northeast 49,086 | 100.0 |} 23.8 | 22.2 | 29.7 | 18.1 3.4 1.5 0.3 1.0
North Central 65,892 | 100.0 246 | 228 | 299 | 172 3.0 1.2 0.3 1.0
South 66,854 | 100.0 26.1 218 | 296 | 164 3.2 1.3 0.3 1.4
West 37,233 { 100.0 24.2 { 20.3 | 30.3 | 184 3.7 1.6 04 1.1

Nncludes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.
2Mnj0r activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 4. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by place of residence, sex, and age: United
States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications. and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Place of residence

Outside SMSA Outside SMSA
Sex and age Al All
areas SMSA Non- E areas || SMSA | non. F
farm arm farm arm
L, Number of visits per person
B_OLSEXES Number of visits in thousands per year

Al 8geS.rcieriiiereerereriecrrcneneernaees 1,056,094 || 761,195 | 269,704 | 25,195 5.1 5.3 4.6 3.8

UNEr B YearS cuuveeiceninseetrisrescsnsinsersannossserensarsssssassesass 109,191 78,382 29,518 1,291 6.9 7.2 6.2 3.8
B-T4 VO8I S.uueiiierriorneriisssessriensssseseerercastonsessarnontssosssnans 127,372 92,032 33,191 2,149 34 3.6 3.1 1.8
15-24 YIS uureriersrsirrtensssssnssnssssssensisossnnsssssssonnensisane 171,216 | 124,478 43,881 2,857 4.4 4,6 4.1 25
25-34 YRAIS..ecerierssrnrsisernnssrossssssnteasssssssesssisessnenssssssons 157,683 || 119,793 35,689 2,101 5.2 5.6 45 3.3
35-44 YearS..cociiisrsssisneessssrssecsssens 107,455 79,604 25,214 2,636 4.8 5.1 4.2 3.5
45-54 YRArS..occrvrrerisssimnmrenissineninisennnissssnisissnesenssosss 127,385 94,360 28,789 4,235 5.4 5.7 4.7 4.7
65-64 years.. " " R 115,233 79,634 31,318 4,281 5.9 6.0 5.7 4.8
B5-74 YRAIS.ccirveiriirerinirsnnieesiertesssssssssnnessnsssssenssnsencns 89,171 60,249 25,120 3,802 6.6 7.0 5.8 6.3
75 years and OVEr c...ccceciinmciierinnesiiiviesssissnsssssnssssnee 51,487 32,663 16,982 1,843 6.6 6.6 6.6 7.1

Male !

All 8JES eiiierrimniincsiriisirirrssnsessnesssessesesasenne 435,256 || 315,192 | 110,616 9,448 4.3 4.6 3.9 2.7

UNdEr B YRAIS cocvivericriiririmassnesisssiesresisnnuassssisssnessenenns 59,559 41,522 17,298 *740 7.3 7.6 6.9 *4.4
514 YRAIS...tvetiirsrarnisissisninissosssostnisssssssessnsssssnssssssonss 68,834 49,450 18,534 *850 3.6 3.8 3.3 *1.4
T8-24 YRAIS.cvcrrnrireirerrmreiessssrnsersssssrsssssossnssrssssssessasses 63,218 47,308 14,945 965 3.3 3.6 28 1.5
25-34 YRAIS . .cererererrerersenrorasasssmeasmrarertressressrassssssseseases 53,696 42,782 10,331 *683 3.7 4.1 2,7 *1.7
3544 YRAIS..ereerrerecrerecacsaerraessssestereesssenasrasesesassanennes 36,934 26,708 9,254 972 34 3.6 3.2 2.7
A5-54 YRarS.eccerrreeeeeenreerareressrsnansaas 48,057 35,357 11,587 1,113 4.2 4.4 4,0 26
55-64 years.......... 49,039 33,516 13,655 1,869 5.3 5.4 5.4 3.9
B5-74 YRAIS...cccvtrerernresensassniissaserssnssssansssssnssssssssssssane 37,038 25,977 9,441 1,619 6.3 7.2 49 5.1
75 YEArs 8N OVET ..vereeeeeemnenenreereeeeeeeensrosssssssvenssananese 18,880 12,573 5,570 *737 6.5 6.8 6.0 *5.5

Female

Al BOES ceereeeererireesrrcncesnenerncmemerermeerersassassesensare 620,838 || 446,003 | 159,088 | 15,747 5.7 6.0 5.3 48

Under 5 years 49,632 36,861 12,221 *551 6.4 6.9 5.5 *3.2
5-14 years.....cccueenverseens 58,638 42,582 14,657 1,299 3.2 3.3 29 2.2
15-24 years.. 107,999 77,170 28,936 1,892 5.5 5.6 5.4 3.8
25-34 years.. 103,888 77,011 25,359 1,618 6.7 6.9 6.2 5.0
35-44 years.. 70,521 52,896 15,960 1,664 6.1 6.5 5.1 4.3
45-54 years.. 79,328 59,003 17,202 3,123 6.5 6.9 5.4 6.7
55-64 years 66,194 46,118 17,663 2,412 6.4 6.6 6.0 5.7
65-74 years 52,133 34,271 15,679 2,182 6.8 7.0 6.4 7.7
75 years and over 32,607 20,090 11411 1,105 6.7 6.5 7.0 9.0
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Table 5. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by geographic region, sex, and age: United
States, 1975

[ Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II1]

Geographic region

Sex and age
All North- North All North- North
regions east Central South West regions east Central South | West
Both sexes Number of visits in thousands Number of visits per person per year

All ages.....ceeeu.. 1,066,094 || 261,666 | 262,720 | 310,848 | 220,860 5.1 5.3 4.7 4.6 5.9

Under 5 years...ccovcerneeinna 109,191 26,954 26,5632 34,908 20,798 6.9 7.8 6.2 6.6 7.1
5-14 years..... 127,372 32,079 33,962 36,000 25,331 34 3.7 3.4 29 3.8
15-24 years... 171,216 41,279 45,001 48,648 36,289 4.4 4.7 4.2 4.0 5.3
25-34 years... 167,583 35,544 39,077 46,722 36,240 5.2 5.2 4.9 4.9 6.4
3544 years....uoinniennnnn 107,455 23,445 28,421 31,454 24,135 4.8 4.6 4.8 4.3 5.9
45-54 Years....siseeennen 127,385 32,789 29,118 38,940 26,538 5.4 5.5 4.8 5.2 6.6
B5-64 years..oiomneninien 115,233 30,372 25,831 31,952 27,077 5.9 6.2 5.1 5.3 7.6
65-74 years....umainnnn 89,171 25,579 21,048 26,828 15,716 6.6 75 5.7 6.2 7.3
75 years and over ... 51,487 13,625 13,729 15,396 8,737 6.6 6.9 6.2 6.5 7.3

Male

All ages....uveemrnienss 435,256 || 107,571 | 108,211 | 128,632 90,942 4.3 4.6 4.0 4.0 5.0

Unchir 5 years wuewssesisenes 59,559 13,885 15,339 19,998 10,337 7.3 7.9 7.0 7.4 7.1
B-14 yoars.wmeimsnnnn, 68,834 17,743 17,989 19,694 13,409 3.6 4.0 3.5 3.1 4.0
15-23 YEArSuumueemeneererreenrens 63,218 16,220 15,698 16,984 14,315 3.3 3.8 29 29 4.2
25-34 years.aisomsnnenn 53,696 11,933 12,537 15,392 13,832 3.7 3.6 3.2 34 5.1
35-44 years. i, 36,934 8,035 10,865 10,226 7,809 34 3.2 3.8 3.0 4.0
45-54 yRars.siininnnin. 48,057 12,260 10,341 15,286 10,169 4.2 4.3 3.5 4.3 5.1
B5-64 VBArS.civernienrieenns 49,039 12,347 11,451 14,298 10,943 5.3 5.4 4.8 5.1 6.3
65-74 YBArS.creeiriasronsnensnes 37,038 10,055 9,098 10,756 7,130 6.3 7.0 58 5.7 7.3
75 ¥EArs OF MOre v 18,880 5,092 4,894 5,897 2,998 6.5 6.8 6.1 6.4 6.8

Female

All 3g€S .ieirinrinriinens 620,838 || 154,095 | 154,509 | 182,316 | 129,918 5.7 6.0 5.4 5.3 6.8

Under 5 years....oeeevnenne 49,632 13,069 11,193 14,910 10,460 6.4 7.6 5.4 5.8 7.2
5-14 years..... 58,638 14,336 15,974 16,306 11,922 3.2 34 3.3 2.7 3.5
15-24 years... 107,999 25,059 29,302 31,663 21,974 5.5 55 5.5 5.0 6.3
25-34 years... 103,888 23,611 26,540 31,329 22,407 6.7 6.6 6.5 6.5 7.5
3544 years.... 70,521 15,410 17,557 21,228 16,326 6.1 6.0 5.7 5.5 7.6
45-54 years.... 79,328 20,528 18,777 23,654 16,369 6.5 6.6 6.0 6.1 8.0
55-64 years.... 66,194 18,025 14,381 17,654 16,134 6.4 6.9 5.4 5.4 8.9
B5-74 years..uen 52,133 15,524 11,950 16,072 8,586 6.8 79 5.7 6.6 7.4
7% years and over ............ 32,607 8,533 8,835 9,499 5,739 6.7 6.9 6.3 6.5 75
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Table 6. Number of physician visits, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

Family income

Sex and age Al o | $3,000- | $5000- | $7,000- | $10,000- | $15,000- $25°'r°°°
incomes $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 $24,999 more
Both sexes Number of visits in thousands

All @08S.cutuirererrererneeenscreonaenns 1,056,094 1] 94,290 96,187 | 105,088 | 128,209 224,585 240,082 103,609

UNET B YBAIS ..ccverereerereserresssvessssvescenens 109,191 7,145 10,353 10,639 15,893 29,‘}88 25,358 5,684
5-14 Years......cceeeeererereeens 127,372 6,045 9,697 9,060 12,244 29,676 38,065 15,798
16-24 years 171,216 || 20,067 12,848 18,482 23,759 34,549 35,240 17,936
25-34 years 157,583 i| 10,243 8,160 12,890 18,150 43,391 45,178 14,241
35-44 years 107 455 5,785 6,422 7,392 11,672 22,598 31,153 15,642
45-54 years... 127,385 8,718 8,313 10,020 13,371 26,472 33,954 17,334
B5-64 YEAIS....cocrerseeesisnersrnerorsnasersressnaens 115,233 || 10,818 | 11,264 12,471 14,869 23,725 21,773 10,961
65-74 years , 89,171 || 14,021 17,911 16,837 13,396 9,477 6,163 3,967
75 years and OVEr .....ccceeeveeerecernreerennanene 51,487 || 11,468 11,218 7.298 4,956 5,209 3,198 2,246

Male

All 80ES cecvierrrrrenrecireesrsneeisssnenes 435,256 || 30,206 | 35,252 39,640 52,710 T 94,683 | 107,642 47,934

Under 5 years 59,559 3,935 5,140 5,364 9,067 16,056 13,969 3,177
5-14 years....... 68,834 2,750 5,070 | - 4,818 5,802 16,497 21,840 8,816
15-24 years..... 63,218 6,075 4,125 6,695 8,051 11,481 14,522 8,272
25-34 years..... 53,696 4,590 2,615 3,374 5,832 15,139 15,660 4,601
35-44 years..... 36,934 2,135 1,610 1,723 2,460 8,179 12,638 5,473
45-54 years..... 48,057 1,624 1,847 2,835 5,179 10,876 13,983 8,317
55-64 YRaIS...ueeeeererereeerenssieereenreerssaneensese 49,039 3,621 3,425 4,571 6,694 9,990 11,034 5,642
65-74 years 37,038 3,348 6,783 6,861 7,552 4,061 2,917 2,754
75 years and OVEF ...ueevinneiersevsesneesssarecas 18,880 2,128 4,638 3,398 2,072 2,404 1,079 *883

Female

All BBS cvvarierneicrrnnrarnerssnniassnnenes 620,838 || 64,085 | 60,934 65,448 75,499 | 129,902 | 132,440 55,674

Under 5 years 49,632 3,210 5,212 5,274 6,826 13,432 11,389 2,407
5-14 Years..c.cccorenvicrvnnrronserssssinencs 58,5638 3,295 4,627 4,242 6,442 13,179 16,225 6,984
15-24 years 107,999 || 13,982 8,724 11,787 15,708 23,068 20,718 9,664
25-34 years.....ccccernnniene 103,888 5,654 5,645 9,516 12,318 28,252 29,518 9,640
35-44 years 70,521 3,650 4812 5,669 9,112 14,420 18,515 10,069
45-54 years.... 79,328 7,094 6,466 7,185 8,193 15,596 19,971 9,016
B5-64 YEarS....cvoetrierreersrnnrnrersererrenenannanns 66,194 7197 7,839 7,900 8,175 13,735 10,739 5,319
65-74 years.....cceeneenn . 52,133 || 10,663 11,129 9,976 5,844 5,416 3,246 1,213
75 years and OVEr ....ccevevvcessenssnrnerssnnnan 32,607 9,340 6,580 3,900 2,884 2,805 2,119 1,363

lncludes unknown income.
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Table 7. Number of physician visits per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Datu are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Family income

Sex and age Al t';:f $3,000- | $5,000- | $7,000- | $10,000- | $15,000- $25°'?°°
incomes $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 $24,999 more
Both sexes Number of visits per person per year

All ages.cavicinininnene. 5.1 6.4 5.6 5.4 5.0 4.8 4.9 49

Under 5 Years v 6.9 6.6 7.5 6.2 6.7 6.7 7.6 6.7
B-14 YRArS c.iivirieiiionsiersesiesesseesssernsnasenensane 34 3.2 3.6 2.7 2.7 33 39 4.0
15-24 years 44 5.7 4.2 5.0 4.9 4.1 4.1 4.3
25-34 years.... 5.2 8.0 5.2 54 4.5 5.0 5.4 6.1
35-44 years.... 4.8 8.6 6.5 5.3 5.2 4.2 45 4.7
45-54 years.... 5.4 9.5 7.4 6.5 53 5.2 5.3 4.6
55-64 years.... 5.9 7.3 6.3 6.0 5.7 5.8 5.7 6.1
65-74 years o 6.6 6.8 6.6 7.2 7.3 6.7 55 7.3
75 years and OVEr....cc.cvimmesisneesissrnscsienssns 6.6 6.3 6.4 6.7 7.6 7.3 6.6 7.6

Male

All 80BS vvviiremnensireniienerisanesssnenine 4.3 5.3 4.7 4.4 4.3 4.0 4.3 4.4

Under 5 VBarS wu.uuueeerncsersessesssrsssssessessenes 7.3 74 6.8 6.4 7.8 7.1 8.4 7.0
5-14 years...... 3.6 2.9 3.8 2.8 25 3.6 4.3 4.4
16-24 years.... 3.3 4.0 28 3.9 35 28 3.3 3.7
25-34 years.... 3.7 8.5 4.2 3.1 3.0 3.4 38 4.3
36-44 years.... 34 7.7 4.3 3.0 24 3.1 3.6 3.4
45-64 years.... 4.2 5.3 4.4 4.6 4.7 4.3 4.2 4.1
55-64 years.... .53 7.1 6.0 5.6 5.5 4.8 5.3 5.4
65-74 years..... 6.3 54 5.9 6.4 8.3 5.7 5.4 9.4
75 years and OVer....vieeeeeerenereneneeeeeneenens 6.5 4.7 6.2 6.5 74 8.0 6.5 8.0

Female

All 8BS 1iiivurireiinricininnicanessanesensenas 5.7 7.1 6.4 6.1 5.6 5.5 55 5.5
Under B years ... eerreasnsenisrennens 6.4 5.9 8.4 6.0 5.7 6.3 6.9 6.3
5-14 years...... 3.2 3.6 35 2.6 29 29 34 3.6
15-24 years.... 5.5 741 5.5 5.9 6.0 54 49 5.1
25-34 years.... 6.7 7.5 5.9 7.2 6.0 6.7 7.0 7.6
35-44 years.... 6.1 9.2 7.8 6.9 7.6 5.4 5.4 5.9
45-54 years.... 6.5 115 9.3 7.8 5.8 6.0 6.4 5.2
65-64 years.... 6.4 7.4 6.4 6.3 5.8 7.0 6.3 6.9
65-74 years....... 6.8 7.4 7.0 7.9 6.4 7.6 5.5 4.8
75 years and OVer......ciiieniniiinmnsiensnie 6.7 6.8 6.6 6.8 7.8 6.8 6.7 74

AInctudes unknown income.
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Table 8. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by color, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Sex and age

Totall

White

Black

Totall

White

Black

Both sexes

All ages

UNAEE 5 Y BAIS.cuurerereieeererersiscerassssensinsarsseenmnssssneesesessssossarasssssnnaseraesansanas
B-14 Yars .....cccueereriseecennirscssneroscsses

1524 YRATS 1ievrmumiissisnierersnnammereresismnmeetsensrasssssersstossssansnnsrosssnsrressssensnsases
2534 YBAIS vuvereeereerersreressessionterssrsssonssssssastessnsesssonssssssssssassesssnsssesstesnons
35-44 years
45-54 YEArs ..cvvveeereriresecronas
5564 years .....ccceeisieeiienns
B5-74 YEAIS c..civrerreersreersernmsosemransotsassaersstsscneesesssrnnasstssnaaness
75 years and over ..........

.......................................

Male

All ages

Under 5 years...... eresseasesessanenttstrtnrsrassetyssssesssorersns
5-14 years ..... - “ Leressssressenstsarararstonasserassasssanns
15-24 years .
25-34 years ... . -
3544 YRAIS 1ivvererrirssssennessartsarnsissestnerersirerseerssasserssraossrarenststnennersessseasanes
45-54 years ...
D564 YEAIS suvetvierersseenisrsssreanssrsssasanrsessssnsnsrsssastenssssssnnessssasssnssssassensssssss
B5-74 YEATS 1vvrcerensrrirmmescesssrennessrnsssosstssssessnsessessanssisassasssns

75 YEArS GNd OVEN c.uevrrereenicnamnenrsranmeietiosimmsicesisessisenerensseserersrssmesstosssans

All 80ESueriuirrereeinsiresiresessessssniscsssasnansesesaecrmnsersmsisees

UNAEr B YRaIS....civirnecriicisisieresinrmrssiisnsicaissnierionsssrnnssssrssnssinsssssssiavsente
B-T4 YRATS tvisrreeeresitnrtreersstnnneeisionsanesssssntanssssssntasesserersnesessssstaesssssensessases
1524 YEarS ucvvrnercnsircnsirssasornsarsiseressesssnas

25-34 YEAIS vicrerrererrnrsmmessssesrennrrnnssnnine
35-44 years
BB-54 YRAIS ceueienvnsiiensrercasesarommsesroasisssssatssitssarsssisnessssnmasssrrnssonsosassriassnns
55-64 years ..
B5-74 YEAIS cevrirereeriererrersrassenessresssvarnnessrrarneesssssssensasessnasesssavansen

75 YEars aNd OVEF cicvevervissenmerssssrsirsssssentvessosssnnnssssesssnsssssssssunssssssnensossans

Number of visits in thousands

Number of visits per
person per year

1,056,094 || 928,878 | 115,797 5.1 5.1 4.7
109,191 90,744 15,943 6.9 6.9 6.7
127,372 || 112,155 13,963 3.4 3.5 2.5
171,216 || 150,443 19,201 4.4 4.5 3.8
157,583 || 138,279 17,136 5.2 5.3 5.4
107,455 93,005 13,334 4.8 4.7 55
127,385 {| 111,820 14,292 54 5.3 6.2
115,233 || 103,242 11,190 5.9 5.8 6.5

89,171 81,912 6,901 6.6 6.7 5.8
51,487 47,277 3,837 6.6 6.7 6.1
435,256 || 387,546 43,568 4.3 44 3.8
59,559 49,612 8,913 7.3 7.3 7.4
68,834 60,632 7,530 3.6 38 2.7
63,218 56,921 6,026 3.3 35 26
53,696 48,527 4,571 3.7 38 3.3
36,934 32,338 4,099 3.4 3.4 4.0
48,057 43171 4,429 4.2 4.3 4.2
49,039 44,439 4,180 53 5.3 5.4
37,038 || 34,608 2,240 6.3 6.5 4.3
18,880 17.300 1,580 6.5 6.6 6.1
620,838 || 541,331 72,229 8.7 5.8 5.5
49,632 41,132 7,030 6.4 6.4 6.0
58,538 51,524 6,433 3.2 3.3 2.3
107,999 93,522 13,175 5.5 5.6 5.0
103,888 89,751 12,565 6.7 6.7 7.1
70,521 60,668 9,235 6.1 6.0 6.6
79,328 68,649 9,863 6.5 6.3 7.9
66,194 58,803 7,010 6.4 6.3 7.4
52,133 47,305 4,661 6.8 6.8 7.0
32,607 29,977 2,257 6.7 6.7 6.1

ncludes color other than white and black.
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Table 9. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by color, family income, and age: United
States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Family income and age

Totall

White

Black

Total}

White

Black

All incomes?
All 8BS 1iviiiiirininisiniesinirsiieninistteetsassssssenssesanssassassassrsees
Under 15 years...ocoveennsienn
16-44 years
45-64 years

65 years and over

Al G0ES.ciiiiiiiriiieriimiieinsinimemmssssiesiseesiisemiesarisisrenecaanane

UNder 15 YearS.ccuiiiniiiiminiiiinessiirmessissnesisisiniersensssrsvnesssrsnssisesassarasnase
15-44 years .
45-64 VRIS cuvviriiineiinninsinnnens evreresseessetee st ran R e e s s e e n e s e R e s enesesaneesarns
65 years and over

$5,000-$9,999
All ages....uene e Neee ST NNe b r e S e RIS aES S b eSS e RSt sesasab et e s s nnne

Under 15 years
16-44 years ........
45-64 years .....couue
65 years and over

All @gES.iviiicssinisiesisesninisiansteiisintensisnne

Under 15 years
15-44 years ......
45-64 years
65 years and OVer .....oomsesereansans

Number of visits in thousands

Number of visits per
person per year

1,056,094 [] 928,878 | 115,797 5.1 5.1 4.7
236,563 || 202,899 29,906 4.4 45 3.7
436,255 || 381,727 49,671 4.8 4.8 4.7
242,618 || 215,062 25,483 5.6 5.6 6.4
140,658 || 129,190 10,738 6.6 6.7 5.9
190,477 || 144,155 44,525 6.0 6.1 5.7

33,240 20,788 12,106 4.7 4.9 4.6
63,5615 47,323 15,471 5.7 5.9 55
39,113 28,896 9,820 7.4 7.2 7.8
54,610 47,147 7128 6.5 6.5 6.4
233,297 || 198,450 32,842 5.2 5.2 4.9
47,836 38,101 8,842 4.0 4.0 3.6
92,245 76,099 15,231 5.0 4.9 5.3
50,731 43,867 6,713 5.8 5.7 6.6
42,486 40,384 2,056 7.2 7.3 5.7
568,276 || 533,491 27,564 49 4.9 3.7
143,969 || 134,895 6,697 4.6 4.7 3.0
259,827 || 242,386 14,426 4.6 4.7 3.8
134,219 [} 127,087 5,662 5.4 54 4.6
30,260 29,123 *789 6.6 6.6 *5.4

Lincludes color other than white and black.
Includes unknown income.
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Table 10. Number of physician visits, by education of head of family, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Education of head of family

All
Sex and age educa- Less 5-8 911 12 13 years
tional than § years years years or more
levelsl years
Both sexes Number of visits in thousands

Al BOES tiviiiiiiiiieerersasasasesirennrmrseerseerieesersssesssssnsnsnssnsnnes 1,056,094 ||38,664 | 166,286 | 169,061 | 334,252 335,496

UREr B YEAIS.uuiriresisnsisiiisssermimsioesionisiriissssirnseesssssessteessonnsnees 109,191 1,617 9,500 16,855 39,772 40,270
5-14 years ' 127,372 2,863 11,495 21,597 42,487 47,893
T5-24 YRAIS cueviieeeeererrrisicsseresseessasassrmmasnssasnessecenenenrens 171,216 3,043 15,673 27,601 64,066 58,409
25-34 years 157,683 2,404 11,155 20,415 54,319 68,524
35-44 years 107,455 2,537 12,840 17,881 36,843 36,267
45-54 years 127,385 4,982 22,802 24,086 40,036 33,928
55-64 years 115,233 6,792 29,773 21,526 29,744 25,299
65-74 years 89,171 8,193 33,084 12,482 18,432 15,953
75 years and over 51,487 6,233 19,964 6,618 8,653 8,952

Male

All B0BS.cccciiiiiiiiriiriniisssssssossssremmnneninresoneesesssassassarsrnssrananene 435,256 ||14,888 66,546 67,336 | 135,659 146,831
UNGEI B YBAIS. iciinrunneremreniiniesinisisismmssrmssassestntaenesrasrersssosessasssaense 59,5659 *758 5,237 10,092 21,433 21,530
5-14 years ....... 68,834 1,238 6,234 10,741 23,222 27,142
15-24 years .. 63,218 951 6,529 10,244 22,479 22,509
25-34 years ..... 53,696 *787 3,560 6,182 18,088 24,892
35-44 years ..... . cersenssesreanenannnn 36,934 *550 4,261 4,610 13,447 13,771
45-54 years ..... 48,057 1,604 8,006 8,743 14,446 14,2900
55-64 years ..... 49,039 3,407 11,716 8,433 12,699 11,896
65-74 YEArs ..ooccueeiirecrensrennereascenss 37,038 2,952 13,494 6,106 7171 6,937
75 years and over 18,880 2,642 7,610 2,185 2,674 3,255
All GBS ..ciiiierrinisiriiassarcssnrseseenresertererersresesessesrassannesssesenees 620,838 ||23,776 99,740 | 101,725 | 198,593 188,665

Under 5 Years....ceeerereccerrererernennns 49,632 *859 4,263 6,763 18,339 18,741
5-14 years ....... 58,538 1,625 5,261 10,856 19,265 20,751
15-24 years 107,299 2,092 9,144 17,357 41,587 35,900
25-34 years 103,888 1,617 7,594 14,233 36,230 43,632
35-44 years .. 70,521 1,987 8,679 13,270 23,397 22,497
45-54 years .. 79,328 3,378 14,797 15,343 25,590 19,028
55-64 years .. 66,194 3,385 18,058 13,092 17,045 13,402
65-74 years . 52,133 5,241 19,590 6,376 11,261 9,016
75 YEArs and OVET ...cccceeerrectsrenmmcseserummrercersressssresssssnonsnasssanae 32,607 3,692 12,454 4,434 5,878 5,698

ncludes unknown education.
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Table 11. Number of physician visits per person per year, by education of head of family, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Education of head of family

Al
Sex and age educa- trI,_ess5 5.8 911 12 13 years
tional an years | years | years or
jevelsl years more
Both sexes Number of visits per person per year

Al 3GBS o iiiinrenniiecassneniiiisineniisinnieiseens ot ssesesessesrasassesssssenss 5.1 4.8 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.5

Under 5 years c..cveeieeerenennes 6.9 4.0 5.8 6.1 6.7 7.9
5-14 years..... 3.4 2.4 2.2 3.1 3.2 4.4
15-24 years... 4.4 2.6 3.1 4.2 4.6 5.0
25-34 years... 5.2 4.9 4.7 5.2 5.2 5.5
35-44 years... 4.8 4.1 4.6 5.1 4.7 4.9
45-54 years... 5.4 5.4 5.5 5.8 5.3 5.3
b5-64 years... . 5.9 6.3 5.9 6.1 5.5 6.1
B5-74 YBATS iivvernriinirinsniesisissnanesrescsseraerasssasasssessonsaases 6.6 6.9 6.9 5.5 6.8 6.9
75 YEAIS GN0 OVEI cuiincrireriinirtereeniesereraresssrasesesessorerssesnans 6.6 6.6 6.7 6.5 6.4 7.3

Male
All B0ES tiiiiiiriversiceestiinnistieieesssisnmmeesssssersessasanssessrasaseesarsasnsessssnanerssassenne 4.3 38 4.2 4.1 4.1 4.8
Under 5 years 7.3 *3.7 6.5 7.0 7.1 8.3
5-14 years . . . 3.6 2.0 2.4 341 3.5 4.9
TB24 YBAIS civtiiiniinininesceerssietrscssssssmns st sesssssosnenssnes 3.3 1.5 25 3.2 3.4 4.0
25-34 years... 3.7 *3.1 3.3 3.5 3.6 3.9
35-44 years... 3.4 *2.0 33 2.9 3.6 3.7
45-54 years... 4.2 3.8 4.2 45 4.0 45
B55-64 years... 5.3 6.7 5.1 5.2 4.9 6.0
B5-74 YBATS srerererirersecnnrieecsessessrossasaenssessnstresssassnsssersanssessssnsansasssaraseasassssnsassssase 6.3 5.6 6.2 5.9 6.8 7.2
75 YEArS BNA OVEF . ciiisiiisisniantnusisiisriiiiiiieimiinmessisiesetmsstsnstersioortsesroresossorssaonsses 6.5 6.0 6.3 6.5 6.3 7.9
Female

ATLBGES triiuiniriirarsnssinnesiiesiontismesissrsisinteaeseiasssssessiesesaesssssnssses 5.7 58 5.5 5.6 5.6 6.1
Under B Years wicviiiiiiiereeciinininiieismesisniniiniesoseisasnasessscasmesesessnessses s 6.4 *4.3 5.1 5.2 6.3 7.5
B5-14 years ... 3.2 2.8 20 3.2 3.0 3.8
T5-28 YEAIS cuevsresctrseresssrenisersissssensssosersenissssssarstsssseenssessssssesesoorentessssssessesassonssnss 5.5 4.0 3.8 5.2 5.7 6.0
25-38 YRAS cvvitiiiieriiniteniniiiisinieanissieniiesesssnsesasnssesns e sassenanseseneenessesesanesessenss 6.7 6.8 5.8 6.6 6.5 7.2
3544 YBAIS suiriririinrtrniisisesriersrsiistsemrasitsenerssranseessssasaressassassaassressasaressessraneenssoss 6.1 5.9 5.7 7.0 5.8 6.1
A5-B4 YBAIS .iitisunnsisesisissssestsssessssesisssasssessannersesesannsssssssnnenesesssanessseserannesssessannrans 6.5 6.8 6.6 6.9 6.4 6.3
65-64 years rrrerrreraserersaesssnneseressnnacersans 6.4 6.0 6.6 6.9 6.1 6.3
6574 years... “ . eteseenssenssesantenteeteeerrrerreesrasraasrarranasrarrnananaanne 6.8 7.9 7.5 5.2 6.9 6.7
75 YIS BNU OVE .iciitiiisirnsvsrsersrssmmmsmnsintsersemomesesssasansnesnsnrseseessesess sessasassasnonrannes 6.7 7.2 6.9 6.5 6.4 6.9

Yncludes unknown education.
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Table 12. Number of physician visits, by education of head of family, family income, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Education of head of family

Family income and age ed/-L\xI;a- Less 58 9-11 1é 13 years
tional than & years years years or
levelsl years more

All incomes? Number of visits in thousands

Al GBS ccriieitireiier i rcsnesitss s sses e seseesennesennne 1,056,094 || 38,664 | 166,286 | 169,061 | 334,252 335,496

Under 15 years. 236,563 4,481 20,995 38,452 82,259 88,163
15-44 years ...... “ 436,255 7,983 39,668 65,896 | 155,228 163,200
AB-B4 YEAIS ccuvverreessnserirsssisnnnsosssiessieenssssensescsssssanssssaraneessssoraneessans 242,618 || 11,773 52,575 45,612 69,780 59,227
65 Yars and OVEF vvciriereriersnerismmsesssnsecsnesseessarsssnsineessasssasanavoncsne 140,658 || 14,427 53,047 19,101 26,985 24,906

Less than $5,000

AH BGES.cvunirreiiirenriiiisisiniiiiieiireesnnrneesionessoriransanasssssaens 190,477 || 20,043 59,521 43,203 40,038 25,062

Under 15 years..cccccveeeeeeeerserensans 33,240 1,868 7,995 11,945 8,053 3,050
544 YRAIS cecrrurrerissssieriiicsisscsesiistontressesssensasessnsnesrovsrasassssssansnsss 63,515 2,893 10,044 15,622 17,609 16,436
AB-84 YRATS wuvrvreriisaririrenrsssonerarsnseserssssesssssisessoresrsesssnossnsssssenssns 39,113 6,233 13,494 8,493 8,034 2,480
65 YEAIS ANU OVEF ..eeeereccineerernnsrmereresssceresssssasserssssasssssssssasssssossonnes 54,610 9,050 27,987 7,143 6,342 3,096

$5,000-$9,999

Al ages........ 233,297 9,728 50,883 46,328 78,785 45,476

UNder 15 Years...uiiciicniiircisincnriosniesiteessnesesssessssssssraessssnesaressss 47,836 1,618 5,880 10,186 21,238 8,632
15-44 years et as s s sraes 92,245 2,540 11,443 17,207 36,252 23,970
45-64 YIS cecerrrerirerieeececerrrrenes 50,731 2,646 17412 12,248 11,977 6,085
65 years and over 42,486 3,025 16,148 6,687 9,318 6,889
All @GBS ciieieriroinerssernnienniisiitiiessisiersrsescssarassuosnnsavasarrseersrees 568,276 5,514 43,705 68,088 | 197,028 250,155

Under 15 years...cccccocveeevennane testsesernaermnneanenenenes 143,969 *310 5,632 13,719 50,251 72,637
1544 YEArS ..ceverrrirriersrenrasaressnressnes reeeresss e aenenreseseasenaen 259,827 1,978 15,235 29,526 94,719 117,139
A5-B4 YEATS c.vveerrierrereacsesisenrreersrersssesssessessscsssessssssnsessessasesmnssssne 134,219 1,843 18,288 21,462 43,817 47,426
65 VEars Nd OVET ....cceciiireiirereronerercosaeecesssannessesssassessasssrsessnnnes 30,260 *783 4,550 3,382 8,241 12,953

1includes unknown education.
Includes unknown family income.
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Table 13. Number of physician visits per person per year, by education of head of family, family income, and age: United States, 1975

[Ditta are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Education of head of family

All

Family income and age educa- Less 58 9-11 12 13 years
. than 5 or
tional years | years | years
levelsl years more
All incomes? Number of visits per person per year

All ages.....uu.s [T [T ersessirnresassrranns reesereestursrsrrassrenianarennen 5.1 4.8 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.5

Under 15 years ..o, eeteeeretesreeesereresan raeTeRaaTeaaTEeneestaes bR AR R e bR e R e e R et R s e e e a0ese 4.4 2.8 3.1 4.0 4.3 5.5
15-44 YEars .o rerreeerereerarrenrae 4.8 35 3.9 4.7 4.8 5.2
BB YBATS ceerereerneersererrsersesanmerseesssissosesssossestsssessssssanssonessesessesstssnsasssassnasaressnee 5.6 5.9 5.7 5.9 5.4 5.7
65 years and oVer..aieiesiiessores et Nesstsaesessteestttrntarerarensisannerentrarranstnareranne 6.6 6.7 6.8 5.8 6.7 7.0

Less than $5,000

A GBS cevviriirirrsissenisesssnisssiseississierriessieessssissssatsssansestissnesssessasnssasssans 6.0 5.7 6.1 6.1 5.9 6.2

UNAEE 15 YBAS civveiireissrsssssssssssanmerennesteemsimsesisssssssssssssssassassssersssnsrensassasassarsssssse 4.7 3.0 4.5 5.2 4.6 6.1
T4 YOAIS cviverrrenerrerssererneresssarsatssessasssstossontstosasassessssassbenietasssatasesesnraneesssssnnnnas 5.7 4.0 6.2 6.3 5.6 6.2
B84 VOIS cvvuvrveersirneserresersserensioinssssssissosesssnesamesesssanessassassenesssnessssitessnssananasesss 7.4 7.7 6.8 7.5 8.8 6.8
65 YRArS QNA OVEF .. ceviiriisiissiisissssisssunstsrenssentessisssisssssassassssasatnsraneenessssssssassassasses 6.5 6.5 7.0 5.9 6.4 5.6

$5,000-$9,999

All BOES cviirineirsisinnssinniiisimisirine ittt 5.2 4.4 49 4.9 5.2 5.9

UNAEE 15 YBAIS cruevrrrerseeeseesnrestosterereesesaasssessasessessussssssnssseesesaresessssssssosransasasananss 4.0 3.0 25 3.5 4.7 5.2
15-44 years...... RN 5.0 3.8 3.8 4.7 5.2 5.8
A5-64 YEUrS 1.evvriirernaserscsernasananssoes ettassesessesseresseeannestsesreaststereenannarannsaseine 5.8 4.4 6.1 6.7 5.2 5.9
65 years and over..a. reerrerenresrseaainenes rerreesrtesereeea e beas s tese et eaaeeasnteeine 7.2 7.3 7.5 5.9 7.6 7.6

$10,000 or more

Al BgES wveiiririinicnniescierissensstseesensisesse rereveressesereaseasaseraanes 4.9 3.9 4.0 4.4 4.7 5.4

Under 15 years .. 4.6 *2.7 2.6 35 43 5.6
15-44 YRArS .coiciviriiivincinnissisessinnses 4.6 3.1 35 4.2 4.6 5.1
45-64 Years . ceversenn 5.4 5.8 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.7
65 years and over...eeeenien 6.6 *6.6 5.4 5.4 6.3 7.8

neludes unknown education.
Includes unknown family income.
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Table 14. Number of physician visits, by activity limitation, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Activity limitation
- Limited
Sex and age Total I.N.Otd I;mlted, in amount Unable
popu- '”T'te A ut npt or kind of to carry
lation n n '.“f”o{ major on .m'ajolr
activity | activity activity 1 activity
Both sexes Number of visits in thousands

All ages reheretesssetaeseesshbr e b e ta st e Rs et aa e rnnnaensntnee 1,066,094 || 751,857 54,276 161,064 88,897

Under 5 years 109,191 103,481 * 4,208 1,602
514 YIS ccccrveierreranrerrereessreenecsenns . 127,372 || 110,692 8,258 8,279 *143
15-24 years 171,216 }| 146,747 8,933 11,895 3,642
25-34 years... 157,583 || 127,482 8,329 16,620 5,153
35-44 years 107,455 75,338 5,682 20,024 6,412
AB-54 YEAIS cuuvrevsenemememeeeniarseeesaeesasaescessaressarsssrarssnsnannane 127,385 76,795 8,021 28,696 13,873
B5-B4 YBAIS...eviiiirerinrinssssnrsiiissisnerenessssniessissiseeneessesssanssossesssessessrsarenatsen 115,233 58,400 7,222 30,245 19,367
65-74 years....cicsecnnne . 89,171 35,681 4,917 26,803 21,870
75 YEAIS NI OVEI ..uuerrrerereereneerenenesceeerseeersrersesssnssssssssssnsessessseseseeseesersserers 51,487 17,340 2,915 14,296 16,936

Male

Al AGES iiivvieereeerirerrenrereseseeneseesssseserovnenns 435,256 || 310,930 21,894 44,055 58,377

UNEr 5 YBAIS ..cvcueiiiversncarsssnnesiinesiossetssssesessenserensesssanesssreses 59,659 56,443 - 2,389 *726
5-14 years. 68,834 60,175 4,085 4,431 *143
15-24 years 63,218 54,008 3,287 3,531 2,391
25-34 years 53,696 40,796 3,577 5,715 3,607
35-44 years 36,934 26,697 2,642 4,522 3,073
45-54 years 48,057 30,489 3,198 5,799 8,571
55-64 years 49,039 23,529 3,239 8,079 14,192
65-74 years 37,038 13,730 1,112 6,615 15,582
75 YEAIS GNGA OVEN .cvirervreiiineicsnnnssreeerortiiisrneisssitssssesessenessenssssnsssssnsassassas 18,880 5,062 *754 2,973 10,091

Female

All ages 620,838 || 440,927 32,382 117,009 30,520

UNEN B YBAIS wuvviveerereerieenieineereresneraesasssssassasasssasessensrsarsesssanstesssessessssasosas 49,632 47,038 - 1,818 *776
5-14 years........ 58,538 50,517 4,172 3,848 -
15-24 years... 107,999 92,739 5,646 8,364 1,250
25-34 years... 103,888 86,686 4,752 10,904 1,645
35-44 years 70,521 48,641 3,040 15,501 3,339
AB-54 YBAIS iecrerversivsrsenteesssrosecsesssronsssseerssssnesesssassssasassssasssnssasssasssasssnsones 79,328 46,306 4,823 22,897 5,302
b65-64 years... 66,194 34,871 3,982 22,166 5,174
65-74 years......... 52,133 21,852 3,805 20,188 6,288
75 YEArS @NA OVEI vuecrereereeeeeereeerninsereraersessesssssosssssrssessueresessrsnssesssosssoossssses 32,607 12,278 2,162 11,322 6,845

lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 16. Number of physician visits per person per year, by activity limitation, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1}

Activity limitation

L Limited
Sex and age Total 'Nf)t Limited, in amount Unable
popu- limited | butnot or kind of to carry
Jation in in major maior on major
activity activity:l activjityl activity1
Both sexes Number of visits per person per year
All BEES tirererririieiiinesierinsessasassosesssseartereeaaesesassasssersarsnsansrssnsnsnesssssanses 5.1 4.2 7.4 10.5 125
Under 5 years..n. N ENNL LSRN NS IO S Ee e e EEe s se R barse b e b aes i beunnbenaens 6.9 6.6 * 15.8 20.6
5-14 years covuenecincnennn 3.4 3.1 9.6 12.8 *6.8
16-24 years ... 4.4 4.0 7.8 12.3 15.1
25-34 years ... 5.2 4.7 8.0 12.9 16.1
35-44 years ... 4.8 3.9 6.8 12.5 15.8
A5-54 years ...cvevvvvenennes eseerarereaseens 5.4 4.0 7.2 11.2 175
55-64 years ... “ . 59 4.2 6.9 9.8 12.0
65-74 years ...ovuvune ereseres s enanaenens 6.6 4.5 6.4 9.0 11.6
75 YOS ANG OVEF tireuiree woriceaserensesersasessrrsmsnsssrassestteasessesassssronsssseassonsessesnssrnasnss 6.6 5.0 5.3 7.2 9.5
Male
AL GBS iiininitiinisiniiiii st essariaeesssareerecsasneesessasrnnesssserrasesessssrnereesres 4.3 3.6 6.2 7.9 1141
Under 5 years.uues. L e eaeeREeresIeet e e et b te e e re s e aar e aeereaera s aat s eesaeserasnrary 7.3 7.1 - 15.3 *17.7
65-14 years ... 3.6 3.3 8.5 11.4 *8.9
15-24 years ....... [T 3.3 3.1 5.2 7.7 14.2
26-34 years ... 3.7 3.1 6.2 9.2 15.2
BE-B4 YRAIS tirieinieenrreceneaeneerrerseereersrissasassssrnsestasesessasesssess srasessesssessassonsanes 34 2.8 5.9 7.7 9.8
45-64 years ..., 4.2 3.3 6.4 6.4 13.8
655-64 years ... 5.3 3.7 7.0 7.5 10.8
6574 years v, 6.3 4.3 4.5 741 10.4
75 YRAIS QNG OVET coiiierecriveiseeisesesssssenesssesseseiessssessssssssnarsensasesressssessesesssessssssess 6.5 4.2 *4.4 6.3 9.4
Female
AL BGES .. vvevverseesesesesnesessmassesessessssnsosesssessesesessasesesesseesesssssmsesesesessens 5.7 4.8 8.4 12.0 16.3
UNGET B VOIS . iiiiiirtniiiricosontniriiinnriisissereseesssassasssssnasaesesassaseesessssnsnssssnsesassrses 6.4 6.1 - 16.4 *24.3
5-14 years ... 3.2 28 10.9 14.7 -
15-24 years ...... 5.5 5.0 10.9 16.5 174
25-34 years ... 6.7 6.1 10.2 16.4 18.4
35-44 years ... . 6.1 4.8 7.7 15.2 35.5
AB-58 YRAIS wittiiiriiniiiiiiinieieireeesaeceessessssssasasrasnaneeseastesesasasssssnnnrnssrrrsarerasseasreeraenn 6.5 4.7 7.9 13.8 30.5
E5-G4 VBATS t1etriivnrssneerserersaresnereressenesrsssssnsssosssnessessssnsessssssnssenssssseasasssssrnnnsessss 6.4 4.7 6.8 11.0 17.0
65-74 years 6.8 4.7 7.2 9.9 15.8
75 YEAS QNG OVEY wrrieriiiiiniieinininiimsismssietesmmrmetresrseassassssesessssosansnnrasasssnsnasens 6.7 5.5 5.6 7.5 9.7
lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 16. Number of physician visits, by place of visit and selected characteristics: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Place of visit
Office Hospital Company
Characteristic !mclud- clinic or o indus- Tele- Other
Total ing pre- | Home emer- try health honel and
paid gency ry ?: phane unknown
group)} room uni
Number of visits in thousands
All persons2 1,056,094 || 717,746 | 8,217 | 136,585 9,175 | 131,911 52,461
Sex
Male . 435,256 || 287,032 | 2,666 64,846 7,620 49,3:05 23,787
Female 620,838 || 430,714 | 5,550 71,739 1,655 82,606 28,674
Age
Under 5 years 109,191 62,690 *386 15,386 *. 24,240 6,491
5-14 years 127,372 82,783 *740 18,497 *. 19,802 5,650
15-24 years 171,216 ]| 109,269 *781 25,610 1,989 20,1186 13,4561
25-34 years 157,583 || 105,738 *146 20,881 3,217 19,893 7,709
35-44 years 107,455 74,023 270 14,247 1,732 12,407 4,777
45-54 years 127,385 90,966 979 16,794 1,209 12,685 5,761
55-64 years 116,233 85,074 *806 13,477 *935 10,774 4,166
65-74 years 89,171 67,757 *912 9,442 *93 7.440 3,627
75 years and over 51,487 39,447 | 3,196 3,250 *. 4,555 1,040
Color
White 928,878 || 640,591 | 7,762 | 108,543 7,867 | 123,148 40,967
Black 115,797 68,220 *454 26,907 1,308 7,919 10,989
Family income
Less than $3,000 94,290 59,444 *905 16,705 *193 8,179 8,865
$3,000-$4,999 96,187 62,979 | 1,275 15,632 *450 9,222 6,627
$5,000-$6,999 105,088 69,993 | 1,392 17,018 *666 9,723 6,296
$7,000-$9,999 128,209 84,501 *709 19,761 1,214 15,737 6,288
$10,000-$14,999 224,585 || 154,119 980 28,079 2,919 30,221 8,268
$15,000 or more 343,691 || 241,569 | 2,170 30,746 3,495 652,918 12,793
Education of head of family
Less than 9 years 204,950 || 146,087 | 2,390 29,246 1,157 15,942 10,128
9-11 years 169,061 111,483 *716 28,212 1,844 17,776 9,029
12 years 334,252 || 227,484 | 2,379 43,912 3,500 42,104 14,873
13-16 years 167,723 || 104,404 *724 16,610 1,032 25,399 9,554
16 years or more 177,773 || 120,279 | 1,781 16,441 1,595 29,500 8,177
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity® 88,897 54,347 | 1,713 17,073 *48 10,306 5,411
Limited in amount or kind of major activity3 161,064 |} 108,495 | 1,893 21,723 1,459 20,368 7.125
Limited, but not in major activity3 54,276 37,367 *532 6,262 *279 7,024 2,812
Not limited in activity 751,857 || 517,637 | 4,078 91,527 7.389 94,212 37,113
Place of residence
SMSA 761,195 || 504,104 | 5,610 | 104,425 7.907 99,243 39,906
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm 269,704 || 193,296 | 2,279 30,629 1,129 30,567 11,804
Farm 25,195 20,346 *328 1,630 *138 2101 *761
Geographic region
Northeast 261,666 || 168,524 | 3,630 38,838 2,568 34,365 13,742
North Central . 262,720 || 180,934 | 2,073 30,907 2,928 36,837 9,041
South 310,848 {{ 213,882 | 2,220 39,457 2,301 33,112 19,875
West 220,860 {{ 154,406 *294 27,383 1,378 27,596 9,803

Ipoes not include calls for appointments and other nonmedical purposes.
Includes color other than white and black and unknown income and education.
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.

30



Table 17. Percent distribution of physician visits by place of visit, according to selected characteristics: United States, 1975

[Data are hased on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Place of visit

Office Hospital c
Characteristic {includ- clinic or °’T“"f"V Tel Other
Total |{| ing pre- | Home emer- or ': ‘15;1 he = and
5 paid gency try ea t phone unknown
unit
group) room
Percent distribution
All persons? 100.0 €8.0 0.8 12.9 0.9 12,5 5.0
Sex
Male 100.0 65.9 0.6 14.9 1.8 11.3 5.5
Female 100.0 69.4 0.9 11.6 0.3 133 4.6
Age
Under 5 years 100.0 57.4 *0.4 14.1 *- 22.2 59
6-14 years 100.0 65.0 *0.6 145 *. 15.5 4.4
16-24 years 100.0 63.8 *0.5 15.0 1.2 11.7 7.9
25-34 years 100.0 67.1 *0.1 13.3 2.0 12.6 4.9
3644 years 100.0 68.9 *0.3 13.3 1.6 115 4.4
45-54 years 100.0 71.4 0.8 124 09 10.0 4.5
65-64 years 100.0 73.8 *0.7 11.7 *0.8 9.3 3.6
66-74 years 100.0 76.0 *1.0 10.6 *0.1 8.3 4.0
76 years and over 100.0 76.6 6.2 6.3 *. 8.8 2.0
Color
White 100.0 69.0 0.8 11.7 0.8 13.3 4.4
Black 100.0 58.9 *0.4 23.2 1.1 6.8 8.5
Family income
Less than $3,000 100.0 63.0 *1.0 17.7 *0.2 8.7 9.4
$3,000-$4,999 100.0 65.5 1.3 16.3 *0.5 9.6 6.9
$5,000-36,999 100.0 66.6 1.3 16.2 *0.6 9.3 6.0
$7,000-$9,939 100.0 65.9 *0.6 15.4 0.9 12.3 4.9
$10,000-$14,999 100.0 68.6 0.4 12,5 1.3 135 3.7
$15,000 or more 100.0 70.3 0.6 89 1.0 15.4 3.7
Education of head of family
Less than 9 years 100.0 71.3 1.2 14.3 0.6 7.8 4.9
9-11 years, 100.0 65.9 *04 16.7 1.1 10.5 5.3
12 years 100.0 68.1 0.7 1341 1.0 12,6 4.4
13-16 years, 100.0 66.2 *0.5 10.5 0.7 16.1 6.1
16 years or more 100.0 67.7 1.0 9.2 0.9 16.6 4.6
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity3 100.0 61.1 1.9 19.2 *0.1 11.6 6.1
Limited in amount or kind of major activity3 100.0 67.4 1.2 13.5 0.9 126 44
Limitrd, but not in major activity 100.0 68.8 *1.0 115 *0.5 129 5.2
Not limited in activity 100.0 68.8 0.5 12.2 1.0 125 4.9
Place of residence
SMSA 100.0 66.2 0.7 13.7 1.0 13.0 5.2
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm 100.0 71.7 0.8 11.4 0.4 11.3 4.4
Farm 100.0 80.8 *1.3 6.1 *0.5 8.3 *3.0
Geographic region
Northeast 100.0 64.4 14 148 1.0 131 5.3
North Central 100.0 68.9 0.8 11.8 1.1 14.0 34
South 100.0 68.8 0.7 12.7 0.7 10.7 6.4
West 100.0 69.9 *0.1 124 0.6 12.5 4.4

1pues not include calls for appointments and other nonmedical purposes.
Invludes color other than white and black and unknown income and education.

Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschoot activities.
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Table 18. Number and percent distribution of physician visits by place of visit, according to type of physician: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Place of visit

Office Hospital
Type of physician {includ- clinic or Cor'npany Other
Total ing pre- | Home emer- or indus- Tele- and
; Ith | phonel
paid gency ry hga unknown
group). room unit
Number of visits in thousands
Total 1,056,094 || 717,746 | 8,217 | 136,585 9,175 | 131,911 52,461
General practitioner 532,110 || 374,871 | 4,958 60,355 7,053 62,939 21,932
Osteopath 3,327 2,922 *61 *82 - *127 *136
Dermatologist 18,273 16,112 - 1,055 *59 *916 *131
Internist 105,428 74,793 *679 9,414 *240 16,641 3,659
Obstetrician/gynecologist 75,090 55,715 *46 4,985 *89 11,857 2,398
Ophthalmologist 22,638 19,542 *198 1,814 *93 *388 *604
Orthopedist 35,863 24,574 *29 7,256 *56 2,306 1,643
Otolaryngologist 18,379 15,128 - 2,182 . *748 *321
Pediatrician 102,223 64,597 *535 7.813 - 25,797 3,482
Psychiatrist 13,410 8,947 *44 1,785 - *817 1,817
Radiologist 10,536 2,665 *46 6,738 *44 *410 *633
Surgeon, not elsewhere classified 33,946 26,117 *279 4,524 *47 2,478 *501
Urologist 13,187 8,363 - 2,200 - 1,487 1,137
Other medical speciali 32,251 14,508 *434 9,617 *498 3,318 3,876
Unknown 39,434 8,892 *908 16,765 996 1,681 10,192
Percent distribution
Total 100.0 68.0 0.8 12,9 0.9 12,5 5.0

General practitioner 100.0 704 0.9 11.3 1.3 118 4.1
Osteopath 100.0 87.8 *1.8 *2.5 0.0 *3.8 *4.1
Dermatologist 100.0 88.2 0.0 5.8 *0.3 *5.0 *0.7
Internist 100.0 70.9 *0.6 8.9 *0.2 15.8 3.5
Obstetrician/gynecologist 100.0 74.2 *0.1 6.6 *0.1 16.8 3.2
Ophthalmologist 100.0 86.3 *0.9 8.0 *0.4 *1.7 *2.7
Orthopedist. 100.0 68.5 *0.1 20.2 *0.2 6.4 4.6
Otolaryngologist 100.0 82.3 0.0 11.9 0.0 *4.1 *1.7
Pediatrician 100.0 63.2 *0.5 76 0.0 25.2 3.4
Psychiatrist 100.0 66.7 *0.3 13.3 0.0 *6.1 1356
Radiologist 100.0 25.3 *0.4 64.0 *0.4 *3.9 *6.0
Surgeon, not elsewhere classified 100.0 76.9 *0.8 i3.3 *0.1 7.3 *1.5
Urologist 100.0 63.4 0.0 16.7 0.0 11.3 8.6
Other medical specialists 100.0 45.0 *1.3 29.8 *1.5 10.3 12.0
Unknown 100.0 225 *23 425 25 43 25.8

1Does not include calls for appointments and other nonmedical purposes.
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Table 19. Number of physician visits, by type of service and selected characteristics: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II])

Type of service

Diag- Pre- Immuni-
Characteristic nosis and zation
vi?t'il and post- Gr;r::ifl and Other
! treat- natal ¢ P vacci-
ment care nation
Number of visits in thousands
All persons2 1,056,094 || 896,706 | 32,221 89,133 22,207 29,095
Sex
Male 435,256 || 378,856 e 38,730 11,076 11,220
Female 620,838 || 517,849 | 32,221 50,403 11,132 17,875
Age
Under B years 109,191 86,929 13,957 9,799 2,328
B-14 years 127,372 || 110,464 . 10,975 4,578 2,835
15-24 years 171,216 || 132,624 | 17,876 15,5671 1,671 5,508
25-34 years 157,583 .|| 126,679 | 12,966 13,792 1,301 4,427
35-44 years 107,455 93,200 1,379 9,039 *594 3,752
45-54 years 127,385 || 113,145 . 9,731 1,590 3,820
0564 years 115,233 || 105,401 ve 6,597 *907 3,424
65-74 years 89,171 81,258 ves 5,560 1,052 2,502
76 years and over 51,487 47,007 3,910 *716 *500
Color
Whita 928,878 || 788,856 | 27,369 78,681 18,894 26,226
Black 115,797 98,590 4,597 9,256 2,781 2,395
Family income
Luss than $3,000 94,290 83,838 2,433 5,412 1,428 1,820
$3,000-$4,999 : 96,187 85,458 1,668 6,464 1,678 2,172
$5,000-$6,999 105,088 91,393 3,371 7.534 1,620 2,915
$7.000-$9,999 128,209 || 107,810 5,789 9,832 3,276 3,018
$10,000-$14,899 224,585 || 188,267 9,130 18,312 5,906 6,587
$15,000-$24,999 240,082 {| 200,134 6,369 23,658 5,022 7,754
$25,000 or more 103,609 85,961 1,858 11,610 1,996 3,382
Education of head of family
Less than § years 38,664 35,939 *631 1,427 *163 *762
5-8 years 166,286 || 151,513 2,170 8,225 2,441 3,274
9-11 years 169,061 || 147,765 4,426 11,869 3,134 3,367
12 years 334,252 || 276,113 | 13,249 31,816 7,742 10,557
13 years or more 335,496 || 274,557 | 11,377 34,941 8,462 11,001
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity3 88,897 84,127 *276 1,934 *530 2,599
Limited in amount or kind of major activity3 161,064 || 151,563 1,481 4,555 1,510 3,341
Limited, but not in major activity3 54,276 49,515 *526 2,825 *620 1,458
Not limited in activity 751,867 || 611,500 | 29,937 79,818 19,546 21,700
Place of residence
SMSA ... 761,195 || 646,503 | 22,564 66,381 15,048 21,290
Qutside SMSA
Nonfarm 269,704 || 228,823 9,001 21,256 6,480 6,729
Furm 25,195 21,380 *656 1,496 *679 1,076
Geographic region
Northeast 261,666 || 223,006 6,048 | 24,135 5,140 7.367
North Centeal 262,720 (| 222,468 8,324 21,359 6,876 6,951
South 310,848 |{ 260,590 | 11,417 26,740 7,141 7,939
Wast 220,860 || 190,641 6,432 16,399 4,050 6,837

LThis total may be less than the sum of visits by type of service because 1 visit may involve more than 1 type of service.

Includes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.

Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 20. Percent distribution of physician visits by type of service, according to selected characteristics: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliubility
of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Type of service

Diag- | Pre- Immuni-
Characteristic Al nosis and G |- zation
isitsl and | post- henira and Other
visits treat- | natal | SNeCKUP vacei~
ment care nation
Percent distribution
Al persons? 100.0 || 849 | 3. 8.4 2.1 28
Sex
Male 100.0 || 87.0 vl 8.9 2.5 2.6
Fematle 100.0 || 83.4 5.2 8.1 1.8 29
Age
Under 5 years 100.0 (| '79.6 .. 12.8 9.0 241
5-14 years 100.0 || 86.7 cee 8.6 3.6 2.2
15-24 years 100.0 || 77.5 | 104 9.1 1.0 3.2
25-34 years 100.0 80.4 8.2 8.8 08 2.8
35-44 years 100.0 86.7 1.3 84 *0.6 3.5
45-54 years 100.0 88.8 e 7.6 1.2 3.0
655-64 years 100.0 91.5 5.7 *0.8 3.0
65-74 years 100.0 91.1 6.2 1.2 2.8
75 years and over 100.0 || 91.3 . 7.6 *1.4 *1.0
Color
White 100.0 84.9 29 8.5 2.0 2.8
Black 100.0 85.1 4.0 8.0 24 21
Family income
Less than $3,000 100.0 || 88.9 26 5.7 1.5 1.9
$3,000-$4,999 100.0 || 88.8 1.7 6.7 17 2.3
$5,000-$6,999 100.0 || 87.0 3.2 7.2 1.5 2.8
$7,000-$9,999 100.0 || 84.1 4.5 7.7 26 2.4
$10,000-$14,999 100.0 || 83.8 41 8.2 286 29
$15,000-$24,999 100.0 || 83.4 27 9.9 2.1 3.2
$25,000 or more, 100.0 83.0 18 11.2 1.9 33
Education of head of family
Less than 5 years 100.0 || 93.0 | *16 3.7 *0.4 *2.0
5-8 years 100.0 || 911 1.3 4.9 15 2.0
9-11 years 100.0 87.4 2.6 7.0 14 2.0
12 years 100.0 82.6 4.0 9.5 2.3 3.2
13 years or more 100.0 81.8 3.4 104 2.5 3.3
Activity limitation
Unable to carry on major activity3 100.0 94.6 *0.3 2.2 *0.6 29
Limited in amount or kind of major activity3 100.0 94.1 0.9 2.8 0.9 241
Limited, but not in major activity3 100.0 912 | *1.0 5.2 1.1 27
Not limited in activity 100.0 || 81.3 4.0 10.6 26 29
Place of residence
SMSA 100.0 || 84.9 3.0 8.7 2.0 2.8
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm 100.0 84.8 3.3 7.9 24 2.5
Farm 100.0 ]] 849 | *26 5.9 *2.7 4.3
Geographic region
Northeast. 100.0 85.2 2.3 9.2 20 2.8
North Central 100.0 |} 84.7 3.2 8.3 2.2 26
South 100.0 || 83.8 3.7 8.6 23 2.6
West 100.0 86.3 29 7.4 1.8 34

1The sum of percentages by type of service may be greater than 100.0 because 1 visit may involve more than 1 type of service.

Includes color other than white and black and unknown family income and education.
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 21. Number and percent distribution of physician visits for diagnosis and treatment, by condition causing visit: United States,

1975

[Data are hused on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Number

of visits Percent

Condition group and ICDA, 8th revision, code numbers in thou- distri-

sands bution
All Visits Tor diagnosis GNd TrEATITIENT ...vceeereirrirerresrseeeseersesreerasssssaeesessssansesssssssessasssssteseeresssesssssssensreesons 896,706 100.0
All chronic conditions.....eveesesen e rEres RNt E e terrereesstee st et v se e rr s s e e e er e YNt e aararsaeseteseetaerraesasesrarsrsrraran 453,920 50.6
Infective and parasitic diseases......cuienene eareraerereesesitsbersaneeresasraataesesessanterasansenans eresseereeresessetessiesarenareens 000-136 6,112 0.7
Malignant neoplasms, ....140-209 17,669 2.0
Benign and UNSPecified NBOPIASINS wureieiiiiiriiiciinrresiireresesnreiiseseeseasesssssesessessrnsnsrssssssssssssssssensssasssssenses 9,849 1.1
Diseases of thyroid gland... 4,294 0.5
Diabetes. cinenivenees O eeereee et e ettt eataet RN e b renasrenaese s inanstarererrantetatanenrorarereanasresentartotensensrnnrensssren 250 19,407 2.2
Diseases of the blood and blood-formmg OFQANS savrrerissanenirasissteressssssssesssesesssnessssensesrssassessessserastsssssssanenens 280-289 6,398 0.7
Mental and nervous conditions ... reremneraes 290~309 780.6, 781.5, 785.6, 786.2, 790.0, 790.2 27,790 3.1
Heart conditionS..ssen 390-398, 402, 404, 410-429, 782.1, 782.2, 782.4 33,953 3.8
Hypertensive disease (without heart involvement).....civeees rerererrneeins rererresnnesstee s e e resrareebaenesnnaessnes 400, 401, 403 39,331 44
Other conditions of circulatory systeM...ccecueeennes 15,694 1.8
Chronic bronchitis 2,098 0.2
Emphysema .. 3,709 04
Asthma (with or without hay fever) ...c......... ereeren 28,199 3.1
Hay fever.......c.. 17,981 2.0
Chronic SINUSILIS .ovveevvserecinneicnneensseesssenes 5,077 0.6
Other conditions of respiratory system... 7,588 0.8
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ......cumeiiann 5,596 0.6
Hernia of abdominal cavity. 4,280 0.5
Other diseases of digestive SYStEM....iiiicrerrerrinenirsarsessensnesssnssaniane 17,507 2.0
Diseases of kidney and ureter .......cceieincnvcreecenivianes 6,977 0.8
Other diseases of urinary system 4,871 0.5
Diseases of genital organs....eweceeennenss verererrerarnens 14,223 1.6
Chronic and allergic skin diseases....... ererastessesanernesssratensenaaans 29,729 33
Arthritis and chronic rheumatism...... 24,022 2.7
Othar musculoskeletal diSOrders .....cmreecoimeriaeenniene 10,969 1.2
Orthopedic impairments (excluding paralysis and absence)l.. 22,461 25
Other impairments? oo ees e veerernreesransees seereres e et st bbb et et nn et 11,528 1.3
Other ChroniC CONAIIONS ciueerirereerseerieeerssssssseessseresserteereresesesesessorsssasnssanne All other codes which may be chronic 56,699 6.3
All acute CONAItIONS uevuvenreenrresreersuneneansensren 394,479 44,0
Common ChildNOOM dISEASES iiviivreeesssresieiesrsrenetersrareensecssssearessessnresssssssessansassrnrreresassssnenes 3,728 0.4
The VIrus, N0t Otherwise SPECITIE. vt icarcirerricrirnisisseerersrssseneeissssseressasssesssssssssesssessssssessosesnenseesesssastossassnans 12,070 1.3
Other infective and parasitic diseases . 26,643 3.0
Common oId tuumeeeiiniuinesssnnee resesrenenenenn e reressese AL b e T et tesreaaerese bR se e s neanrrarararaanranenenennaarareanes 460 41,917 4.7
Other acute upper respiratory conditions 25,244 2.8
Influenza-like iliness ....cccecccnnerennrenne et en st rtsse st e et aasearens 47,736 5.3
Other acute respiratory condmons 466, 480-486, 510-516, 519, 783 20,487 2.3
Digestive system conditions ....c..vuee 520.6-621.5, 5621.7- 523 9, 525 530 535-643, 560, 561, 564-577, 784, 785 13,256 1.6
Fractures and dislocations .... e heeeNeatatt et ar et RS s e e e s R SRR e e e s e snaese st asann N800-N839 22,146 25
Sprains and STrains..ecreeveneereeeeeennene eeriteerastaraesestesmnnnnsraenearnerensnnnnns ... N840-N848 21,304 24
Open wounds and 1aCerations ... N870, N872-N884, N890-N894, N900-N907 25,977 29
Contusions and SUPEIrTICIal INMJUIIES ... iiiicrerricsrsessrsrnrrrereeterereseierssssrensensssassssssrsreeressssssneneessssessssarsessassnse N910-N929 13,960 1.6
Other current injuries N850-N869, N930-N994, N996-N999 22,564 25
Diseases of the ear ..... [N ereetanNttbestanesaresenettanastanesnresnrisenresnnacs . .. 380-387, 745.0-745.3, 781.3 21,080 2.4
GENOURINATY GISOIUEIS tiiuuiiiiriieeicirecertnrestenssssesnsarerassessersesssrrsssesretessussrassssssssunssrmnsessosesssssmenases 580-629, 786, 789 20,114 2.2
Diseases of the sKiN.....orimemneianeeseersreosenes rereerens eettntrresersraretestes et eraeeararabates i raneeeaesesasrerensretrenassssrnrad 680-709 8,601 1.0
Diseases of the musculoskeletal system.....cccveriveneenn rereteteesrrerea e avseet bt s e s araaraeoneetreneansasasasessrerssonse 717-733,787 11,339 1.3
Other aCULe CONTITIONS vovissviiirisinesessseteserrsessenessarisesseseasesssnarsanessassssssssesssesssesssassssssassessassasanes Other acute rubrics 36,313 4.0
No condition reported .. reeeeeiiieamearerebi e aaa st b tbateneeesasessab e tanteratanstanatranssinsn 48,307 5.4

1Impairmcnts are not classified by type in the ICDA.
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Table 22. Number and percent distribution of physician visits for diagnosis and treatment by condition causing visit, according to place of visit: United States,

1975

(Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized popuiation. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Place of visit
Office Hospital
Condition group? {includ- | clinic or
Total2 ing pre- emer- Tele-3
paid gency phone
group) room
Number
Number of visits for diagnosis and treatment 896,706 || 595,217 | 123,161 | 125,174
Percent distribution
All visits for diagnosis and treatment 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
All chronic conditions 80.6 55.5 439 34.2
Infective and parasitic diseases 0.7 0.8 0.5 0.5
Malignant neoplasms 2.0 1.5 5.7 1.0
Benign and unspecified neoplasm: 1.1 1.3 09 0.6
Diseases of thyroid gland 0.5 05 05 0.3
Diabetes 2.2 2.4 1.9 1.7
Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organ 0.7 0.8 0.2 0.5
Mental and nervous conditions 3.1 3.2 26 25
Heart condition 3.8 4.4 24 24
Hypertensive disease {without heart involvernent) 4.4 5.5 25 1.1
Other conditions of circulatory system 1.8 1.9 1.5 1.2
Chronic bronchiti: 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.3
Emphysema 0.4 04 0.2 04
Asthma (with or without hay fever) 3.1 3.5 24 2.6
Hay fever 20 24 0.8 1.4
Chronic sinusitis 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.5
Other conditions of respiratory system 0.8 0.9 1.1 0.6
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.6
Hernia of abdominal cavity ...e 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.2
Other diseases of digestive system 2,0 1.9 1.6 2.5
Diseases of kidney and ureter 0.8 0.6 0.9 0.9
Other diseases of urinary system 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.4
Diseases of genital organs 1.6 1.8 0.7 1.6
Chronic and allergic skin di 3.3 3.9 1.7 2.3
Arthritis and chronic rheumatism 2.7 3.2 1.6 1.5
Other musculoskeletal disorders 1.2 1.3 1.4 0.6
Orthopedic impairments (excluding paralysis and absence} 2.5 2.7 25 1.4
Other impairments 13 1.3 1.9 0.5
Other chronic condition 6.3 6.7 5.9 4.4
All acute condition 44.0 38.9 51,56 61.3
Common childhood di 0.4 0.3 0.2 14
The virus, not otherwise specified 1.3 11 1.0 3.0
Other infective and parasitic di 3.0 2.6 2.7 5.0
Common coid 4.7 4.0 3.0 9.7
Other acute upper respiratory conditions 2.8 2.8 19 4.2
Influenza-like illness 5.3 45 29 12.2
QOther acute respiratory conditions 23 2.2 26 2.7
Digestive system condition 1.5 1.2 21 2.2
Fractures and dislocations 25 23 5.4 0.9
Sprains and strain: 24 20 5.0 1.1
Open wounds and lacerations 29 2.0 8.7 1.6
Contusions and superficial injuries 1.6 1.2 3.2 1.8
Other current injuries 2.5 1.9 3.6 35
Di of the ear 24 24 2.2 2.3
Genitourinary disorder: 2.2 2.2 2.2 3.1
Diseases of the skin 1.0 1.0 1.4 0.5
Diseases of the musculoskeletal system 1.3 1.5 0.7 1.0
OLNET ACULE CONTITIONS 1evvreerererarrensmrmrssrtsseststssiossstssisiasssssssstssssissrsmsssssssssessessssisessessostsesssssasisssnssissessssestssertssesnsss: srsssns " 4.0 4.0 29 5.3
No condition reported 5.4 5.5 4.6 4.5

lgee table 21 for list of ICDA, 8th revision, code numbers included in each condition group.

Includes other places of visit.

Does not include calls for appointments and other nonmedical purposes.
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APPENDIX 1|

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Background of This Report

This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).

The Health Interview Syrvey utilizes a ques-
tionnaire that obtains information on personal
and demographic characteristics, illnesses, in-
juries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other health topics. As data relating to each of
-these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics.

The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or U.S. nationals living in foreign couyntries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
because data are not collected in the interview
for persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
inventory of conditions or services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
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Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
that permits a continuous sampling of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target popula-
tion and that weekly samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed analysis of less com-
mon characteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational advantages as
well as technical assets because it permits field-
work to be handled with an experienced, stable
staff.

The overall sample was designed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for selected places
of residence in the United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists
of drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling
units (PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geo-
graphically defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’s collectively cover the 50 Siates and the
District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an’ ultimate stage. Within
PSU’s, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a manner that each segment



contains an expected six households. Three gen-
eral types of segments are used.

Area segments which are defined geographi-

cally.

List segments, using 1970 census registers as

the frame. 7

Permit segments, using updated lists of

building permits issued in sample PSU’s

since 1970.

Census address listings were used for all areas of
the country where addresses were well defined
and could be used to locate housing units. In
general the list frameincluded the larger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.

The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mately 12,000 segments containing about 50,000
assigned houscholds, of which 9,000 were vacant,
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the
scope of the survey. The 41,000 eligible occupied
households yield a probability sample of about
120,000 persons.

Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and questionnaire development
in the HIS has been published® as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample design® and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate samphng errors of esti-
mates derived from the survey.”

Collection of data.—Field operations for
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census under specifications established by
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.

Estimating procedures.—Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four
busic operations are involved.

1. Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability
of selection.—The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selection

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

from each step of selection in the design
(PSU, segment, and household).

2. Nonresponse adjustment.—The estimates are
inflated by a multiplication factor that has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina-
tor the number of households interviewed in
that segment.

3. First-stage ratio adjustment.—Sampling
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation that is highly correlated with the
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari-
ability between PSU’s within a ‘region, the
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1970
populations within 12 color-residence classes.

4. Poststratification by age-sex-color.—The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for the survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, household, condition, and
hospitalization).

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
to make the sample more closely representative
of the civilian noninstitutionalized population
by age, sex, color, and residence, which thereby
reduces sampling variance.

As noted, each week’s sample represents
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.

For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterlv figures
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For other types of statistics—namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period—such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed during a year—experience that actually
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview—is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.

Explanation of hospital recall. -The survey
questionnaire uses a 12-month-recall period for
hospitalizations. That is, the respondent is asked
to report hospitalizations that occurred during
the 12 months prior to the week of interview.
Information is also obtained as to the date of
entry into the hospital and duration of stay.
Analysis of this information, and also the results
of special studies, has shown that there is an
increase in underreporting of hospitalizations
with increase in time interval between the dis-
charge and the interview. Exclusive of the hospi-
tal experience of decedents, the net underreport-
ing with a 12-month recall is in the neighbor-
hood of 10 percent, but underreporting of dis-
charges within 6 months of the week of inter-
view is estimated to be less than 5 percent. For
this reason hospital discharge data in this report
are based on hospital discharges reported to have
occurred within 6 months of the week of inter-
view. Since the interviews were cvenly distrib-
uted according to wecekly probability samples
throughout any interviewing year, no seasonal
bias was introduced by doubling the 6-month-
recall data to produce an annual estimate for
that year of interviewing. Doubling the 6-month
data in effect imputes to the entire year preced-
ing the interview the rate of hospital discharges
actually observed during the 6 months prior to
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interview. However, estimates of the number of
persons with hospital episodes (as opposed to
estimates of the number of hospital discharges)
are based on 12-month-recall data because a per-
son’s 12-month experiences cannot be obtained
by doubling his most recent 6-month
experience.

General Qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted. for non-
response by a procedure that imputes to per-
sons in a household who were not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment who were interviewed.

The interview process.—The statistics pre-
serited in this report are based on replies ob-
tained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and
over present at the time of interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.

There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
household interviews. For diagnostic infor-
mation, the household respundent can usually
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the family. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no more than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source
because only the persons concerned are in a
position to report this information.

Rouvnding of numbers.~The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
consolidations were made from the original
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest
unit. In the final published tables, the figures ure
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri-
butions are computed after the estimates on
which these are based have been rounded to the
nearest thousand.



Population figures.—Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
mentioned above, the population figures differ
from figures (which are derived from different
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. Official population estimates are
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in

Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

Reliability of Estimates

Since the statistics presented in this report
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat
from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures. '

As in any survey, the results are also sub-
ject .to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures.8 Although
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reports. 12

The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations
that might occur by chance because only a
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this report, the standard error also re-
flects part of the variation that arises in the
measurement process. It does not include esti-
mates of any biases that might be in the data.
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.

complete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the
difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2% times as large.

Standard error charts.—The relative stand-
ard error of an estimate is obtained by dividing
the standard error of the estimate by the estimate
itself and is expressed as a percentage of the esti-
mate. For this report, asterisks are shown for any
cell with more than a 30-percent relative stand-
ard error. Included in this appendix are charts
from which the relative standard errors can be
determined for estimates shown in the report.
In order to derive relative errors that would be
applicable to a wide variety of health statistics
and that could be prepared at a moderate cost,

a number of approximations were required. As a

result, the charts provide an estimate of the ap-
proximate relative standard error rather than the
precise error for any specific aggregate or per-
centage. ‘

Three classes of statistics for the'health sur-
vey are identified for purposes of estimating
variances.

1. Narrow range.—This class consists of (1) sta-
tistics that'estimate a population attribute,
e.g., the number of persons in a particular
income group, and (2) statistics for which
the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data collection
is usually either Oor 1 or on occasion may
take on the value 2 or very rarely 3.

2. Medium range.—This class consists of other
statistics for which the measure for a single
individual during the reference period used
in data collection will rarely lie outside the
range 0 to 5.

3. Wide range.—This class consists of statistics
for which the measure for a single individual
during the reference period used in data
collection can range from 0 to a number in
excess of 5, e.g., the number of days of bed
disability.

In addition to classifying variables accord-
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
classified as to whether they are based on a ref-
crence period of 2 weeks, 6 months, or 12
months.
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General rules for determining relative stand-
ard errors.—The following rules will enable the
reader to determine approximate relative stand-
ard errors from the charts for estimates pre-
sented "in this report. These charts represent
standard errors of HIS data. They should be used
in preference to the -charts that have appeared
in all previous Series 10 publications.

Rule 1. Estimates of aggregates: Approximate
relative standard errors for estimates of
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob-
tained from appropriate curves, figure 1.
The number of persons in the total U.S.
population or in an age-sex-color class
of the total population is adjusted to
official Bureau of the Census figures
and is not subject to sampling error.

Rule 2. Estimates of percentages in a percent
distribution: Relative standard errfors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total are obtained from appropriate
curves, figure II. For values that do not
fall on one of the curves presented in
the chart, visual interpolation will pro-
vide a satisfactory approximation.

Rule 3. Estimates of rates where the numerator
is a_subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or
where a unit of the numerator occurs,
with few exceptions, only once in tie
year for any one unit in the denomi-
nator. For example, in computing the
rate of visual impairments per 1,000
population, the numerator consisting of
persons with the impairment is a sub-
class of the denominator, which in-
cludes all persons in the population.
Such rates if converted to rates per 100
may be treated as though they were per-
centages and the relative standard errors
obtained from the percentage charts for
population estimates. Rates per 1,000,
or on any other base, must first be con-
verted to rates per 100; then the per-
centage chart will provide the relative
standard error per 100.
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Rule 4.

Rule 5.

Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This rule applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
tor any one unit in the denominator.
For example, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the nu-
merator. Approximate relative standard
errors for rates of this kind may be
computed as follows:

(a) Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.

(b) In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these relative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pro-
cedure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error.

Estimates of difference between two
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is upprox-
imately the square root of the sum of
the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference

d=X, - X,

1

is

—_ r 2 - » 2
od—\ﬁ(l Vo) ™+ (X Vi)

where X, is the estimate for class 1, X,



is the estimate for class 2, and V; and
Vi9 are the relative errors of X; and X,,
respectively. This formula will repre-
sent the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated characteris-

tics although it is only a rough approxi-
mation in most other cases. The relative
standard error of each estimate in-
volved in such a difference can be
determined by one of the four rules
just stated, whichever is appropriate.
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N Figure I. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR NUMBER OF PHYSICIAN OR DENTAL VISITS BASED
ON A 2-WEEK REFERENCE PERIOD (A), AND POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS (P)1
= 1
Bor= = 70
60 o~ 60
50( ] Lt ™~ 50
40 ._,W_x.<____ N H 40
30| -~ - .\\ bnd \ 30
i N ~
20[ - bt T ,\\\ 20
g \ N \\\
10 | i i SN THA 10
~ el = — 8
§\‘_’_ 3-..— = = u ] 7
[ g i 1 =xul [ - 6
s I TEreaE = = :
oo 4 B o —-}«»l« — ™~ a
o - A < : Sy
w3 B 3
o ' | B i
o | il ~. 2
<DE | | i \\\
< RN T
5 LT \{ ;
w S == &
> = P -6
- e 5
S - T .4
Iél 3
e i 2
e HH
1 ‘ ‘ ' 5 i ! ‘ ! : | A
A 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894
10 100 1,000 10,000 100,000 1,000,000

SIZE OF ESTIMATE (IN THOUSANDS)

1The curve related to physician or dental visits is based on 1-4 quarters of data collection for medium-range estimates of aggregates using a 2-week
reference period; the curve for population characteristics is based on 4 quarters of data collection for narrow-range estimate of aggregates.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 physician or dental visits (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard
error of 9.2 percent (read from curve A on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 920,000 (9.2 percent of 10,000,060). An

estimate of 1,000,000 persons in the Northeast Region (curve P) has a relative standard error of 5.7 percent.



RELATIVE STANDARD ERROR (%)

Figure ll. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF PERCENTAGES OF
POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS'

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)
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" MThese curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentages of population
characteristics based on 4 quarters ¢f data collection for narrow-range estimates.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on an
estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent (read from the scale at the left side
of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 intersects the vertical line for 20
percent. The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 3.6 percent or 0.72
percentage points.

45



APPENDIX II

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Physician Visits

Physician visit.—A physician visit is defined
as consultation with a physician, in person or by
telephone, for examination, diagnosis, treat-
ment, or advice. The visit is considered to be a
physician visit if the service is provided directly
by the physician or by a nurse or other person
acting under a physician’s supervision. For the
purpose of this definition “physician” includes
doctors of medicine and osteopathic physicians.
The term “doctor” is used in the interview
rather than “physician” because of. popular
usage. However, the concept toward which all
instructions .are directed is that which is
described here.

Physician visits for services provided on a
mass basis are not included in the tabulations. A
service received on a mass basis is defined as any
service involving only a single test (e.g., test for
diabetes) or a single procedure (e.g., smallpox
vaccination) when this single service was admin-
istered identically to all persons who were at the
place for this purpose. Hence obtaining a chest
X-ray in a tuberculosis chest X-ray trailer is not
included as a physician visit. However, a special
chest X-ray given in a physician’s office or in an
outpatient clinic is considered a physician visit.

Physician visits to hospital inpatients are
not included.

If a physician is called to a house to see
more than one person, the call is considered a
separate physician visit for each person about
whom the physician was consulted.

A physician visit is associated with the per-
son about whom the advice was sought, even if
that person did not actually see or consult the
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physician. For example, if a2 mother consults a
physician about one of her children, the physi-
cian visit is ascribed to the child.

Interval since last physician visit.—The in-
terval since the last physician visit is the length
of time prior to the week of interview since a
physician was last consulted in person or by tele-
phone for treatment or advice of any type what-
ever. A physician visit to a hospital inpatient
may be counted as the last time a physician was
seen.

Place of visit.—The place of visit is a clas-
sification of the types of places at which a
physician visit occurs. Definitions of the various
categories are as follows:

Home is defined as any place in which the per-
son was staying at the time of the physician’s
visit. It may be his own home, the home of a
friend, a hotel, or any other place the person
may have been staying (except as an overnight
patient in a hospital).

Office is defined as the office of a physician in
private practice only. This may be an office in
the physician’s home, an individual office in an
office building, or a suite of offices occupied by
several physicians. For purposes of this survey,
physicians connected with prepayment-group-
practice plans are considered to be in private
practice.

Hospital clinic is defined as an outpatient clinic
or emergency room in any hospital.
Hospital outpatient clinic.—A unit ol a
hospital where a person may go for medical

care without becing admitted as an in-
patient.



Hospiial emergency room.—A unit of a
hospital where a person may reccive medi-
cal care, usually of an urgent nature, with-
out or before being admitted as an
inpatient.

Compuny or industry health unit refers to treat-
ment received from a physician or under a physi-
cian’s supervision at a place of business (e.g.,
factory, store, office building). This includes
emergency or first-aid rooms located in such
places if treatment was received there from a
physician or trained nurse.

Telephone contact refers to advice given in a
telephone call by the physician directly or
through a nurse. (Calls for appointments are ex-
cluded.)

Other refers to advice or treatment received
from a physician or under a physician’s general
supervision at a school, at an insurance office, at
a health department clinic, or any other place at
which a physician consultation might take place.

The place of visit was assigned on the basis
of the response to the question “Where did he
sce the doctor on the (date), at a clinic, hospital,
doctor’s office, or some other place?”’ If the
response was, for example, doctor’s office, the
visit was so classified. If the reply included the
volunteered comment that the doctor’s office
was located in a prepaid insurance group clinic,
prepaid insurance group (a subclass of doctor’s
office) was the assigned place of visit.

Tyvpe of medical service.—A medical service
is a service received when a physician is con-
sulted. For the purposes of this survey, medical
services have been categorized into several broad
types. A single physician visit may result in the
recording of more than one type of medical ser-
vice (though a particular type is not recorded
more ‘than once for any one physician visit).
Tables showing physician visits classified by type
of, medical service therefore add to more than
the total number of visits. Decfinitions of the
types of medical service are as follows:

Dwgnosis and treatment include (a) exami-
nations and tests in order to diagnose an illness

regardless of whether the examinations and tests
resulted in a diagnosis and (b) treatment or ad-
vice given by the physician or under the physi-
cian’s supervision. The category includes diag-
nosis alone, treatment alone, and both
combined. X-rays either for diagnostic purposes
or for treatment are included in this class.

Prenatal and postnatal care include consultations
concerning the care of the mother during preg-
nancy and in the postpartum period. It excludes
consultations for illnesses not related to preg-
nancy or delivery.

General checkup includes checkups for general
purposes and also those for a specific purpose
such as employment or insurance. If a diagnosis
or diagnoses are made in the course of a general
checkup, the physician visit is classified under
““diagnosis and treatment’ as well as under “gen-
eral checkup.” If the consultation is for check-
ing up on a specific condition, as, for example,
when a person goes at regular intervals for a
check on a tuberculous or heart condition, this
is classified under ‘‘diagnosis and treatment”
and not under “general checkup.”

Immunization includes this preventive service
when provided by a physician or under a physi-
cian’s supervision. A physician service that is
for the sole purpose of receiving immunization
against a particular disease given at the same
time and place that many other persons are re-
ceiving the identical .immunization is excluded
because of the rule for exclusion of such services
in the definition of a physician visit.

Eye examination refers only to the examination
of the eye by a doctor of medicine or an osteo-
pathic physician for the purpose of establishing
a need for glasses or a change in the type of
glasses.” Other diagnosis or treatment of eye con-
ditions is classified under “diagnosis and treat-
ment.”

Other includes eye refractions and specific pre-
ventive-care services (such as vitamin injections)
not embraced by the above type of service cate-
gories. Also included are all visits where an un-
known type of service was reported.
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Terms Relating to Conditions

Condition.—~A morbidity condition, or
simply a condition, is any entry on the question-
naire that describes a departure from a state of
physical or mental well-being. It results from a
positive response to one of a series of “medical-
disability impact” or “‘illness-recall”” questions.
In the coding and tabulating process conditions
are selected or classified according to a number
of different criteria such as whether they were
medically attended, whether they resulted in dis-
ability, or whether they were acute or chronic;
or according to the type of disease, injury, im-
pairment, or symptom reported. ¥For the pur-
poses of each published report or set of tables,
only those conditions recorded on the question-
naire - that satisfy certain stated criteria are
included.

Conditions except impairments are clas-
sified by type according to the Eighth Revision
International Classification of Diseases, Adapted
for Use in the United States,'® with certain
modifications adopted to make the code more
suitable for a household interview survey.

Acute condition.—An acute condition is de-
fined as a condition that has lasted less than 3
months and that has involved either medical
attention or restricted activity. Because of the
procedures used to estimate incidence, the acute
conditions included in this report are the condi-
tions that had their onset during the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week and that involved
either medical® attention or restricted activity
during the 2-week period. However, excluded
are the following conditions which are always
classified as chronic even though the onset oc-
curred within 3 months prior to week of
interview:

Allergy, any

Arthritis or rheumatism

Asthma

Cancer

Cleft palate

Club foot

Condition present since birth

Deafness or serious trouble with hearing
Diabetes

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
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Epilepsy

Hardening of the arteries

Hay fever

Heart trouble

Hemorrhoids or piles

Hernia or rupture

High blood pressure P

Kidney stones

Mental illness

Missing fingers, hand, or arm—toes, foot, or leg

Palsy

Paralysis of any kind

Permanecnt stiffness or deformity of the foot, leg,
fingers, arm, or back

Prostate trouble

Repeated trouble with back or spine

Rheumatic fever

Serious trouble with seeing, even when wearing
glasses

Sinus trouble, repeated attacks of

Speech defect, any

Stomach ulcer

Stroke

Thyroid trouble or goiter

Tuberculosis

Tumor, cyst, or growth

Varicose veins, trouble with

Chronic condition.—A condition is consid-
ered chronic if (1) the condition is described by
the respondent as having been first noticed more
than 3 months before the week of the interview
or (2) it is one of the conditions always clas-
sified as chrgnic regardless of the onset (see list
under the definition of acute condition).

Impairment.—-Impairments are chronic or
permanent defects, usually static in nature, re-
sulting from disease, injury, or congenital mal-
formation. They represent decrease or loss of
ability to perform various functions, particularly
those of the musculoskeletal system and the
sense organs. All impairments are classified by
means of a special supplementary code for im-
pairments. Hence code numbers for impairments
in the International Classification of Discuses are
not used. In the Supplementary Code, impair-
ments are grouped according to type of func-
tional impairment and etiology. The impairment
classification is shown in Vital and Health Statis-
tics, Series 10, No. 48.



Terms Relating to Disability

Chronic activity limitation.—Persons are
classified into four categories according to the
exten. to which their activities are limited at
present as a result of chronic conditions. Since
the usual activities of preschool children,
school-age children, housewives, and workers
and other persons differ, a different set of cri-
teria is used for each group. There is a general
similarity between them, however, as will be
scen in the following descriptions of the four
categories:

1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for
their group (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities)

Preschool children:
Inability to take part in ordinary play
with other children.

School-age children:
Inability to go to school.

Housewives:
Inability to do any housework.

Workers and all other persons:
Inability to work at a job or business.

o

. Persons limited in amount or kind of major
activity performed (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)

Preschool children:
Limited in amount or kind of play with
other children, e.g., need special rest
periods, cannot play strenuous games, or
cannot play for long periods at, a time.

School-age children:
Limited to certain types of schools or in
school attendance, e.g.,, need special
schools or special teaching or cannot go to
school full time or for long periods at a
time.

Housewives:
Limited in amount or kind of housework,

e.g., cannot lift children, wash or iron, or
do housework for long periods at a time,

Workers and all other persons:
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g.,
need special working aids or special rest
periods at work, cannot work full time or
for long periods at a time, or cannot do
strenuous work.

8. Persons not limited in major activity but
otherwise limited (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)

Preschool children:
Not classified in this category.

School-age children:
Not limited in going to school but limited
in participation in athletics or other extra-
curricular activities.

Housewives:
Not limited in housework but limited in
other activities such as church, clubs,
hobbies, civic projects, or shopping.

Workers and all other persons:
Not limited in regular work activities but
limited in other activities such as church,
clubs, hobbies, civic projects, sports, or
games.

4. Persons not limited in activities (includes
persons whose activities are not limited in
any of the ways described above)

Demographic Terms

Age.~-The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and grouped in a variety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.

Color.--The population is divided into two
color groups, “white” and “all other.” “All
other” includes Negro, American Indian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, and any other race. Mexican per-
sons are included with “white’” unless definitely
known to be Indian or of another race.

Income of family or of unrelated
individuals.—Each member of a family is classi-
fied according to the total income of the family
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of which he is 2 member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.

The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (of by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of interview. Income from
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.

Education of head of family or of un-
related individuals.—Each member of a family is
classified according to the education of the head
of the family of which he is a member. Within
the household all persons related to each other
by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a
family. Unrelated individuals are classified
according to their own education.

The categories of education status show the
years of school completed. Only years com-
pleted in regular schools, where persons are
given a formal education, are included. A
“regular” school is one which advances a person
toward an elementary or high school diploma or
a college, university, or professional school
degree. Thus education in vocational, trade, or
business schools outside the regular school
system is not counted in determining the highest
grade of school completed.

Geographic region.—For the purpose of
clussifying the population by gecographic area,
the States are grouped into four regions. These
regions, which correspond to those used by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census, are shown in

figure III.

Place of residence.—The place of residence
of a member of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical arca (SMSA) or outside an
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm.

Standard metropolitan statistical arcas.—The det-
initions and titles of SMSA’s are established by
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Arcas. There were
212 SMSA’s defined for the 1960 Decennial

Census.
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Region States Included

Northcast . Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusctts,
Rhode Island, Cennecticut,
New York, New Jersey,
Pcnn‘sylvunia

North Central . Michigan, Ohio, Indiana,
Ilinois, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri,
North Dakota, South
Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska
South Delaware, Maryland,

District of Columbia,
Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Kentucky, Texas, Tennessee,
Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma

West Montana, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico,
Arizona, Utah, Nevada,
Washington, Alaska, Oregon,
California, Hawaii

Figure 1il. Four geographic'regions of the United States

The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population that constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is located as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New England) that are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’s are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England
SMSA’s consist of towns and cities, rather thar
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’s as defined in the 1960
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions-or changes.



Farm and nonfarm residence.—The population
residing outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu-
lation, which comprises the remaining outside-
SMSA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
from which sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons

living outside an SMSA were classified as non-
farm if their household paid rent for the house
but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced on the
place and sold at any time during the preceding
12 months.

(ONON®
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APPENDIX HI

DOCTOR VISIT QUESTIONS AND RECORDING FORM, 1975

2-WEEKS DOCTOR VISITS PAGE 1. | Person number
Earlier, you told me that ~~ had seen or talked to a doctor during the past 2 weeks. 20 {1771 [T Last week
OR 3
8888 || Week before
2a. On whot {(other) dates during that 2-week period did —~ visit or talk to a doctor? Month Bate =
b. Were there any other doctor visits for him during that period? b. | Y {Reask 2a and b) N (Ask 3-6 for each visit)
3. Where did he see the doctor on the _(date), ata 3. | o] While inpatient in hospital {Next DV)
clinic, hospital, doctor's office, or some other place? 1 [} Doctar’s nffice (group practice or
doctor’s clinic)
if Hospital: Was it the outpatient clinic 2 [] Telephone
or the emergency room? 3 [T Hospital Qutpatient Clinic
If Clinic: Was it a hospital outpatient s H°"'e‘
clinie, a company clinic, or some other 5 [_] Hospital Emergency Room
kind of clinic? 6 [] Compary or Industry Clinic
7 [_] Other (Specity) -
4. 1s the doctor a general practitioner or a specialist? 4. |0t [T} Generat practitioner ] Specialist ~
What kind of specialist is he? 4
5. During this visit (call) did —= actually see (talk to) the doctor? 5. 1Y 2 N
6a, Why did he visit (call) the doctor on _(date) ? 6a.
Write in reason
. 1 [] Diag. or treatment {6c)
Mark appropriate box(es) [ General checkup (6b)
2 "] Pre or Posmatal care
4[] Eye exam. (glasses)
5 ] Immunization P1)
6 [] Other
b. Was this for any specific condition? b. Y (Enter condition in 6a N (P1}
and change to “‘Diag.
or treatment"’'}
Mark box or ask: [T] Condition reported in 6a
c. For what condition did —~ visit (call) the doctor on_ (date) ? e
P I if the condition in question 6 is first reported on the DV page, a Condition page is required. If there is no Condition page,
enter condition in item C and fill a page for it after completing columns for all required doctor visits.

FOOTNOTES
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13. During the past 2 weeks (the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar) how many times did ~— see o medica! doctor? 13, | 00 [7j None }NP
Du not count doctors seen while a patient in a hospital. Number of visits
(Basides those visits)

140, During that 2-week period did anyone in the family go to a doctor's office or Y Z
clinic for shofs,_ X-rays, tests, or exuminoﬁ_nni?___ e N8 i 1

b. Who was this? — Mark **Doctor visit’’ bex in person's column. 14b.] [ Doctor visit

If “Docter visit,” ask: T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
d. How many times did —~— visit the doctor during that period?

d.| —— Number of visits (NP)

15a. During that period, did anyone in the family get any medical advice from

e e e LN 2 S
b. Who was the phone call about? — Mark *'Phone call”’ box in person's column. 15b.| [[] Phone call
¢. Any calls about anyone else? Y (Reask 15b and c) R
N i
If *Fhone call,” ask: TTTTTTmTTmTmmmmmmmmmmmmmmomoToees
d. How many telephone calls were made to get medical advice obout —— ? d. Number of calls (NP)
Fll item C, (DOCTOR), from 1315 for all persons. L Conditon Qe 60
Ask 16a for each person with visits in DOCTOR box. [ Pregnancy (16¢)
160. For what Egn_difiof_d'ié_—— see or talk to a doctor during the past 2 weeks? 16a.| [] No condition
b. Did ~~ see or talk to a doctor about any specific condition? b, Y N {NP)
. What condition? c. Enter condsi,:Ion In item G
d. During that period, did —— see or talk to a doctor about ony other condition? d. Y (16c) N (NP)
o. Duting the past 2 weeks was —— sick because of her pregnancy? o Y N (16d)

f. What was the matter?

f. | Enter condition in item C (16d)

170, During the past 12 months, (that is since _ (date) o year ago), about how many times did —— see or
talk to 0 medical doctor? (Do not count doctors seen while a patient in a hospital.)
{Include the —— visits you already told me about.)

b. ABOUT how long has it been since —— LAST sow or tolked to o medical doctor?
Inzlude doctors seen while a patient in a hospital.

Za.

000 [] Only when in hospital
000 [] None
Number of visits

2 [[] Past 2 weeks
not reported
(13 and 16)

3 [J 2 wks.—6 mos.

4[] Over 6~12 mos.

s[]) year

6] 2—4 years

7[5+ years

8 ] Never

*J,S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1979 0-281-259/12

53



VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS Series

Series 1, Programs and Collection Procedures.—Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions and data collection methods used and include
definitions and other material necessary for understanding the data.

Series 2, Data Evaluation end Methods Research.—Studies of new statistical methodology including experi-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, and contributions to statistical theory.

Series 3, Analytical Studies.—Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.

Series 4, Documents and Committee Reports.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates,

Series 10, Data From the Health Interview Survey.—Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, 2ll based on data collected
in a continuing national household interview survey,

Series 11, Data From the Health Examination Survey and the Health and Nutrition Examination Survey.--Data
from direct examination, testing, and measurement of national samples of the civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population provide the basis for two types of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined
prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and the distributions of the population with respect
to physical, physiological, and psychological characteristics and (2) analysis of relationships among the
various measurements without reference to an explicit finite universe of persons,

Scries 12, Data From the Institutionalized Population Surveys.—Discontinued effective 1975, Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.

Series 13, Data on Health Resources Utilization.—Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-texm care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.

Series 14, Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities.—Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri-
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Series 20. Data on Mortality. —Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records based on
sample surveys of those records.

Series 21, Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce.—Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records based on sample surveys of those records.

Series 22, Data From the National Mortality and Natality Surveys.—Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.

Series 23, Data From the National Survey of Family Growth.—Statistics on fertility, family formation and dis-
solution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey
of a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 15-44 years of age.

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Scientific and Technical Information Branch
National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service
Hyattsville, Md, 20782
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