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DISABILITY DAYS

Augustine Gentile?

INTRODUCTION

Estimates of the number and annual rates of
disability days are presented in this report.
These estimates of disability are based on data
collected from the civilian noninstitutionalized
population during calendar year 1975. The types
of disability days for which data are presented
are termed restricted-activity days, bed-disability
days, work-loss days, and school-loss days.
Demographic characteristics used to describe
persons who experienced disability days are age,
sex, place of residence, geographic region, family
income, usual activity status, race, employment
status, and for the currently employed popu-
lation, industry and occupation.

For comparative purposes, this report also
includes summaries of similar data collected
during the period July 1965 through June 1966
and the years 1968 and 1971.

Some of the major highlights of the data in
this report are summarized in the following
statements:

1. The civilian noninstitutionalized popu-
lation of the United States reported
about 3.7 billion days of restricted ac-
tivity in 1975. This represents an average
of about 17.9 days of restricted activity
per person per year. The population ex-
perienced an estimated 1.4 billion bed-

2Mr. Gentile was Chief of Survey Methods Branch of
the Division of Health Interview Statistics in the Nation-
al Center for Health Statistics and later Director of the
Office of Demographic Studies at Gallaudet College,
Washington, D.C. He is now retired.

disability days, an average of 6.6 days
per person per year. The currently
employed population lost about 433 mil-
lion days from work because of illness or
injury, an average of 5.2 days of work
loss per year for each currently em-
ployed person. School-age children 6-16
years old lost about 217 million days
from school because of health reasons.
The average loss per school-age child per
year was 5.1 days.

Generally, rates of disability days were
higher for females than for males.
Average rates of disability increased with
age.

The black population, on the average,
had more restricted-activity days, bed-
disability days and work-loss days than
the white population.

Persons living on farms in nonmetropol-
itan areas reported proportionately
fewer days of disability than people
living in other residential categories.
Rates of restricted-activity days were
higher for people living in the West and
South Regions of the country than for
those living in the Northeast and North
Central Regions. The average number of
bed-disability days was about the same
for people living in the Northeast, South,
and West Regions. Persons living in the
North Central Region reported the
lowest average number of bed-disability
days.

The rates of disability days were in-
versely related to family income. As
family income increased, the average



number of disability days per person per

year tended to decrease.

8. The working population and persons
going to school had the lowest rates of
disability. The retired population had a
relatively high proportion of disability
days.

9. The rates of disability days among peo-
ple in the labor force showed that unem-
ployed people had higher rates than
those that were employed.

10. People employed in public adminis-
tration had a higher average number of
each type of disability day than people
in the other industry groups.

11. Comparisons of disability rates between
people in the five occupational groups
with the highest employment figures
showed that:

(a) Service workers, except those in
private household jobs, had the high-
est average number of days of re-
stricted activity, and professional,
technical, and kindred workers had
the lowest.

(b) Operatives, kindred workers, and
service workers, except those in
private household jobs, had the high-
est average number of work-loss
days, and professional, technical, and
kindred workers had the lowest.

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS
OF THE DATA

Information about disability days was col-
lected in household interviews conducted for the
Health Interview Survey of the National Center
for Health Statistics. The interviews were ob-
tained from a probability sample of the civilian
noninstitutionalized population of the United
States. This survey is designed so that interviews
are conducted each week in a representative
sample of the Nation’s households by trained
personnel of the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
During 1975, interviews were conducted in
about 40,000 households, containing about
116,000 persons at the time of the interview.
The total noninterview rate was about 3 per-

cent, 1.5 percent of which was due to respondent
refusal and the remainder was primarily due to
failure to find an eligible respondent at home
after repeated calls.

A description of the statistical design of the
survey, the methods of estimation, and general
qualifications of the data obtained from surveys
are presented in appendix I. Since estimates
shown in this report are based on a sample of
the population rather than on the entire popu-
lation, they are subject to sampling error. There-
fore, particular attention should be directed to
the appendix I section entitled, “‘Reliability of
Estimates.” Although the sampling errors for
most of the estimates are of a relatively low
magnitude, the sampling error may be high
where an estimated number or the numerator or
the denominator of a rate or percentage is small.

The questionnaire used during the 1975 data
year is illustrated in ‘“Current Estimates from
the Health Interview Survey, United States-
1975,” Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10,
Number 115. The questions used to obtain the
number of disability days may be found in ap-
pendix III of this report.

Annual estimates of disability days were
derived from responses to the questions shown
in appendix III by appropriate weighting of the
2-week estimates. (See appendix I for infor-
mation on the estimating methods.) Conducting
the household interviews continuously in suc-
cessive weekly probability samples eliminated
seasonal bias from these data.

Abbreviated definitions of the types of dis-
ability days for which estimates are presented in
this report are given in the section that follows.
More detailed definitions of these terms as well
as definitions of other terms pertinent to this
report are given in appendix II. Many of these
terms have specialized meanings in the Health
Interview Survey, and the reader is urged to
become familiar with these definitions.

The detailed tables in this report give the
annual rates of disability days and the corre-
sponding population estimates on which the
rates are based. The approximate number of dis-
ability days for a population group can be ob-
tained by multiplying the rate for that group by
the corresponding population estimate.

In the survey, the term “disability day” is
used to describe short term disability that results



from an illness or injury. Disability days are clas-
sified as restricted-activity days, bed-disability
days, hospital days, work-loss days, and school-
loss days. All hospital days are by definition
bed-disability days and all bed-disability days are
by definition restricted-activity days. However,
the converse of these statements is not true.
Work-loss days and school-loss days are appli-
cable to the working and school-age population
only and are by definition restricted-acitivity
days.

To further clarify the estimates in this report
it should be noted that the types of disability
days described above are not mutually exclusive.
The computational procedures used for ob-
taining the rates in this report are such that a
person may be categorized as having a work-loss
day, bed-disability day, and restricted-activity
day all on the same day.

The types of disability days are briefly de-
fined as follows:

Restricted-activity day.—A day of restricted ac-
tivity is one on which a person cuts down on his
usual activities for the whole day because of ill-
ness or injury.

Bed-disability day.—A day of bed disability is
one on which a person stays in bed for at least
more than half of the daylight hours. All in-
patient hospital days are defined as bed-
disability days even if the patient was not actu-
ally in bed in the hospital.

Work-loss day.—A work-oss day is a day on
which a person did not work at his job or busi-
ness for at least half of his normal workday
because of an illness or injury. Work-loss days
are determined only for persons 17 years of age
and over who are defined as “currently em-
ployed persons™ (see appendix II).

School-loss day.—A school-loss day is a normal
school day on which a child did not attend
school because of an illness or injury. School-
loss days are determined only for children 6-16
years of age.

As stated earlier, the reader is advised to
review the complete definitions for these terms
in appendix IL

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DATA

During 1975 a total of 3.7 billion days of
restricted activity were experienced by the civil-
ian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. This represented an average of
17.9 days per person per year. During 1975 a
total of 1.4 billion days of bed disability were
experienced (a rate of 6.6 bed days per person
per year); work-loss days amounted to about
433 million (a rate of 5.2 days per currently
employed person per year}); and children in
school, ages 6-16, lost a total of 217 million
days from school, an annual rate of 5.1 days per
child in the school-age population (see table A).

Table A. Disability days and disability days per person per year,
by type of disability: United States, 1975

'I_'ype_ 9f Di.sabil.ity days D';aet:':;;rs:iys
disability in millions per year
Restricted activity ... 3,733.9 17.9
Bed disability .......... 1371.4 6.6
Work 1asst ....oeeerneeee 433.2 5.2
School loss2 ............ 217.1 5.1

1Currently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2persons 6-16 years of age.

A summary of the estimates of disability
days for selected population characteristics fol-
lows.

Age and Sex

The number of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days per person per year by age
and sex and the population estimates on which
the rates were based are presented in detailed
table 1. The annual rates for work-loss days and
school-loss days and the population estimates on
which they were based are shown in detailed
tables 2 and 3. Some comparisons of the age and
sex patterns that may be derived from these
tables follow.

The data in table B show that beginning at 6
years of age the rates for both restricted-activity
days and bed-disability days increased with age.



Table B. Disability days per person per year, by type of disability
and age: United States, 1975

Restricted Bed 1
Age activity disability Work loss
Disability days per person per year

Under 6 years.. 121 4.7
B6-16 years....... 10.5 4.3 A
17-24 years..... 123 5.1 4.6
25-34 years..... 14.5 55 5.1
35-44 years..... 17.0 6.2 5.2
45.54 years..... 21.1 7.7 5.5
55.64 years..... 23.0 9.3 6.1
65-74 years..... 34.0 103 3.5
75 years

and over....... 46.2 17.4 8.9

1Currently employed persons 17 years of age and over.

NOTE: The rate for school-loss days per person per year for
school-age children 6-16 years of age in 1975 was 5.1 days.

Among the currently employed population, time
loss from work also increased with age until age
64.

Table C shows a comparison of days of dis-
ability per person per year by sex. These data
indicate that females had higher rates for each of
the types of disability days presented in this
report.

Table C. Disability days per person per year, by type of disability
and sex: United States, 1975

s Restricted Bed dis- Work School
ex activity ability lossl loss2
Disability days per person per year
Both
SEXES... 17.9 6.6 5.2 5.1
Male .......... 15.6 5.4 4.9 4.8
Female ...... 20.0 7.6 5.7 55

1Currently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2persons 6-16 years of age.

Comparisons by age and sex of the average
number of restricted-activity days, bed-disability
days, and work-loss days are illustrated in figures
1 and 2. These charts indicate that beginning at
about 20 years of age females had higher rates of
restricted-activity days and bed-disability days

50 - —wme Female

— Male

Restricted-
30 activity days

DAYS PER PERSON PER YEAR

AGE IN YEARS

Figure 1. Number of restricted-activity days and bed-disability
days per person per year, by sex and age: United States, 1975
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Figure 2. Number of work-loss days per currently employed
person per year, by sex and age: United States, 1975

than males. The largest difference between the
sexes occurred from about 20 to 55 years of age.
From about 20 years to 60 years of age females
also had higher rates for work-loss days; the
largest difference occurred during the period
from 25 years to 45 years of age. Because the
major age-sex differences occur approximately



during the childbearing ages for females, it is
highly likely that a large proportion of the high-
er rates for females can be attributed to preg-
nancy and associated conditions.

Race, Sex, and Age

Detailed tables 4, 5, and 6 give the estimates
of the different types of disability days for the
white and black populations! of the United
States. Table D contains a summary, by sex, of
the data from these tables.

11t should be noted that in earlier survey publications
estimates of disability days were given for the white pop-
ulation as one color group and all persons other than
white as another instead of for the white and black
populations. In 1975 approximately 90 percent of per-
sons other than white were black.

Table D. Disability days per person per year, by race, type of
disability day, and sex: United States, 1975

Type of disability Race
day and sex White Black
Restricted activity D;Seil:ci)lrim“;/)g'a:l/esa?er
Both sexes....ccceeeeennenn 17.5 21.4
MBI .eeeeereeescerssncstononserrannsrseses 15.4 17.7
Female.....cccvememeeen . 19.4 24.7
Bed disability
Both seXes....cocverrrennees 6.2 9.2
MalE..uneeeeeerremreerrracsaresnsesnanans 5.2 7.4
Female....ccccmereeneencisssacernasnans 7.2 10.8
Work lossl
Both sexes.....cccvvnennnn 5.0 7.4
Maleuceririeieecrereraennnsasenninenines 4.7 7.3
Female.....cccrrmaruenisrenceensnans 5.4 7.4
School loss?
Both sexes.....ccoceerenneen 5.2 4.8
4.8 4.7
5.6 5.0

lCurrently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2persons 6-16 years of age.

These data show that black males and black
females had higher rates than the white popu-
lation for restricted-activity days, bed-disability
days, and work-loss days. However, the rates for
school-loss days were about the same for the
black and white school-age populations.

A summary of days of disability per person
per year by race and age is given in table E.
These estimates show that for each of the age
groups beginning at 17 years of age rates for
restricted-activity days, bed-disability days, and
work-loss days were higher for the black popu-
lation. For the population under 17 years of age,
the rates for restricted-activity days were slightly
higher for the white population, but the rates
for bed-disability days were about the same for
the two groups.

Place of Residence, Sex, and Age

Rates of disability days by place of resi-
dence, sex, and age are presented in detailed
tables 7 through 11. Some of the data from
these tables are summarized in text table F.

These data indicate that for each type of
disability day the average number of days per
person per year was essentially the same for
persons living in standard metropolitan statis-
tical areas (SMSA’s) and persons living in non-
farm areas outside of SMSA’s. The data also
indicate that the rates for persons living in farm
areas were lower than the rates for persons in the
other two place of residence categories.

The average number of restricted-activity
days and bed-disability days was greater for
females than for males in each of the three place
of residence categories. The difference in rates
for work-loss days and school-loss days for males
and females living in nonfarm and farm areas
outside of SMSA’s can be explained by sampling
variability. However, for these types of disability
days among persons living in SMSA’s, the rates
for females were higher than the rates for males
(See table F).

The age patterns for disability days for
persons living in SMSA’s and in nonfarm and
farm areas outside of SMSA’s were essentially
the same as the pattern for all places of resi-
dence. Children under 6 vears of age averaged
more restricted-activity and bed-disability days
than did children and youths 6-16 years of age.



Table E. Disability days per person per year, by age, type of disability day, and race: United States, 1975

SE—— o T o e [ | e T
Restricted activity

All persons1 ............................................................ 17.9 121 10.5 12.3 15.6 24.2 384
WHhILe..coiiiee i e 17 12.3 10.9 12.0 14.8 231 36.4
BIACK cuuviiniiiiiiccce e 1.2 8.3 15.3 23.0 356 59.6

Bed disability

Al Personsy .....oovieeeerieieeeiee e 6.6 4.7 4.3 5.1 5.8 8.4 12.9
WRITE wooceee et 6.2 4.5 4.4 4.8 54 7.9 11.7
Black...oveeiiii it 9.2 5.3 3.6 7.8 10.3 13.9 24.6

Work loss2

AlLPEISONST 1..oveieiieicrcieseereevreest st sar st sssssscsseenesnes 5.2 46 5.1 5.8 4.3
White ..... 5.0 4.4 4.9 5.6 4.1
BIACK vt scvererrreeaernsresenmsenessssserssemsaene e nraseseas 74 7.1 7.3 7.7 *6.5

lincludes all other races.
2Currently employed persons 17 years of age and over.

Beginning at age 17 the average number of re-
stricted-activity days and bed-disability days
increased with age. For work-loss days, the
average increased with age through age 64 and
then dropped off for persons 65 years of age or
older (See tables 7, 8, and 10).

Geographic Region, Sex, and Age

Tables 7 through 11 also contain data giving
the average number of disability days per person
per year for the four major geographic divisions
of the country. It may be seen from these tables
and the summary in text table G that the West
Region (20.8 days per person per year) and the
South Region (18.7 days) experienced more
days of restricted activity per person than did
the Northeast Region (16.7 days) and the North
Central Region (15.9 days).

Reported bed-disability days were similar for
the Northeast (6.5 days), South (7.1 days), and
West (6.8 days) but lowest in the North Central
Region (5.8 days).

The highest average number of work-loss
days was recorded for the West Region (6.1
days). The rates for the other three regions were

at about the same level, i.e., Northeast Region
(5.3 days), North Central Region (4.7 days), and
the South Region (5.1 days).

School-loss days were reported as being
higher for children living in the West (5.9 days)
and Northeast Regions (5.7 days) than for those
living in the North Central (4.8 days) and South
Regions (4.6 days).

The data in table G indicate that females had
higher averages for restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days in all four regions of the
country. With regard to work-loss days, the
averages for females were greater than the male
averages in the West and North Central Regions,
but the slightly higher averages for females in
the Northeast and South Regions that appear in
table G were too small to conclude that mean-
ingful differences existed.

Female school-age children lost more days
from school than male school-age children in the
North Central and Northeast Regions, but there
was no appreciable sex-differential in the South
and West Regions.

It was noted earlier that for the country the
average number of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days, beginning at age 6, increased



Table F. Disability days per person per year, by place of resi-
dence, type of disability day, and sex: United States, 1975

Table G. Disability days per person per year, by geographic
region, type of disability day, and sex: United States, 1975

Place of residence
Type of disability Outside SMSA
day and sex SMSA
Nonfarm| Farm
. . Disability days per
Restricted activity person per year
BOth SEXEeS.cietereasesesamncrensen 17.9 18.3 13.7
MaEIE..ccerieierreeeecrrsanansesmerressassasresnee 15.5 16.3 11.1
Female....cocccememieereememmsciosnsnssesnnns 20.0 20.1 16.5
Bed disability
BOth SEXeS..uieeccirrvanieisonae 6.8 6.2 3.6
Male..... 5.6 5.4 2.4
Female 8.0 6.9 4.9
Work lossl
BOth 5EXES5.uciscaseerireerrensnnne 5.3 5.0 3.6
[ - 5.0 4.8 3.8
Female...cccccerracnsesrsnseninscnerisismnens 5.9 5.3 *3.2
School loss2
BOth SEXES..cciieereeneecnmnancnns 5.3 4.8 3.6
MaIB..ceireecenrrrenmrvnromereeamissoesssasesns 5.0 4.6 *2.2
Female......cicrameiieemeacecsaccennrsneinens 5.7 5.1 5.1

lCurrently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2persons 6-16 years of age.

with age and that the average number of work-
loss days increased with age until age 64. When
the age patterns for disability days are examined
by region, they show patterns similar to the
national patterns. However, because of the large
increase in sampling variability for data pre-
sented on smaller units of the population, the
patterns are not always as consistent or as clear
as they are for larger segments of the popu-
lation.

Family Income, Sex, and Age

Data showing the average number of dis-
ability days per person per year by age, sex, and
family income groups are contained in detailed

Geographic region
Type of disability
day and sex North North
east Central South West
Restricted activity Disability days per person per year
Both sexes........ 16.7 15.9 18.7 20.8
Mal..eeereeceremeneneeaneaces 14.7 13.8 16.6 17.8
Female...cconvmeereecrnences 18.5 17.9 20.8 23.6
Bed disability
Both sexes........ 6.5 5.8 7.1 6.8
MalB..eeerersrsannsiasorsnne 5.3 4.8 6.0 5.5
Female....ccovceeerrececnenas 7.7 6.6 8.2 8.0
Work lossl
Both sexes........ 5.3 4.7 5.1 6.1
Male....eerrcerrcnsnerecrarnnes 5.1 4.3 4.9 5.5
Female....ccoovmmeererrrenees 5.6 5.2 5.3 7.0
School loss2
Both sexes........ 5.7 4.8 4.6 5.9
Male..coceeeeerrareeeraraenvens 5.2 4.1 4.6 5.5
Female o imieerinraeacnnn 6.2 5.5 4.6 6.2

1Currently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2Persons 6-16 years of age.

tables 12-16. These data have been summarized
in table H and figures 3, 4, and 5. A complete
definition of family income is given in appendix
II. In brief, family income is defined as the
combined income of all related persons living in
a household. The data in table H show that for
both sexes combined, and for each sex, the
average number of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days decreased as family income
increased. The averages for families with less
than $3,000 a year income were almost three
times as high as the averages for families with
$15,000 or more annual income.

These data also show that the pattern for
work-loss days by family income is generally
similar to the pattern for restricted-activity days
and bed-disability days. The averages for persons



Table H. Disability days per person per year, by family income, type of disability day, and sex: United States, 1975

Family income
Type of disability day and sex Lessthan | $3000- | $5000- | $7,000- | $10,000- | $15,000
$3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
Restricted activity
BOtH SEXES. . eeeeneiieeernierecanenieercnne i ereaersreeraiines 36.9 28.6 23.6 17.6 14.4 12.4
1% 1= T OO 26.4 22.2 16.4 13.4 11.2
Fomale. . e iverenceiirreamicreeennerrecrunnsrecmentsenesscsstievansssene 41.8 30.3 24.8 18.7 156.3 13.6
Bed disability

BOth SEXES.eunuriicerieiiiecnieeirecracerieesieisissseninesseees 13.4 9.9 8.6 6.6 5.3 4.6
3= - U PR O PPPRN 10.3 9.0 7.8 5.8 4.6 3.7
15.4 10.6 9.3 7.2 6.1 5.5
8.7 6.1 6.9 6.5 5.2 4.2
7.2 7.1 6.5 6.7 5.2 3.8
10.1 5.3 7.3 6.3 5.3 4.8
6.0 7.0 6.7 5.3 4.8 4.7
5.1 6.6 6.2 5.1 4.4 4.5
7.0 7.4 7.4 5.6 5.3 4.9

1Currently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2Persons 6-16 years of age.

living in households with annual incomes less
than $3,000 were higher than the averages for
persons living in households with higher in-
comes, and about twice as high as the average
for persons living in households with $15,000 or
more annual incomes. However, the difference
in work-loss days between the three income
groups ranging from $3,000 to $9,999 was not
as marked as the difference in restricted-activity
days and bed-disability days.

In terms of sex differences by family income
groups, the averages for restricted-activity days
and bed-disability days were generally higher for
females in each of the income groups (table H).
For work-loss days, the averages for females
were appreciably higher than the male averages
only for those persons living in households from
the lowest income group. No substantive con-

clusions can be drawn about these rate dif-
ferences between the sexes because of the rela-
tively high sampling variability associated with
these estimates.

Because of differences in age composition of
families in different income groups, it is more
meaningful to make income comparisons for
persons within the same age groups. The data for
disability days by family income and age are
illustrated in figures 3, 4, and 5. To facilitate
presentation and reduce sampling variability
these data were combined into broader age and
income groups from the data in detailed tables
12-16.

From figure 3 it can be noted that for
persons under 17 years of age there was little
difference in the average number of restricted-
activity days between income groups. For
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Figure 3. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year, by family income and age: United States, 1975

persons in the other three age groups it may be
seen that on the average restricted-activity days
decreased as family income increased. The dif-
ferences between the lowest income groups and
the highest income groups are particularly
notable.

The number of bed-disability days per
person per year by family income and age
groups are illustrated in figure 4. The pattern
for bed-disability days was similar to the pattern
for restricted-activity days. There were no major
differences between income groups for persons
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Figure 4. Number of bed-disability days per person per year, by family income and age: United States, 1975
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Figure 5. Number of work-loss days per currently empioyed per-
son 17 vyears of age and over per year, by family income and
age: United States, 1975

under 17 years of age, but there was a general
decrease in the average number of bed-disability
days for the other age groups as family income
increased.

Figure 5 shows the average number of work-
loss days per currently employed person per
year by family income and age groups. These
data indicate that for the 17-44 age groups, the
averages for persons in the two lowest income
groups were about the same, and higher than the
averages for persons in the two highest income
groups. For persons in the 45-64 age group the
averages tended to decrease with increases in
family income. Because the number of persons
who were 65 years of age or over and currently
employed was relatively small, the data shown in
figure 5 for these persons is subject to relatively
large sampling variations. Therefore, conclusions
about the degree of association between family
income and the rate of work-loss days should be
drawn with caution.

180. What was —— doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS — (For males):  working or doing something else? | 18. | [ Working (23)
If “something else,' ask: (For females): keeping house, working, or doing | & )
A b. Whot was —— doing" ' something else? 19, 2 [ Keeping house (23b)
ges . ? X
17+ |f 45+ years and was not *‘working,” ‘'keeping house,”” or *'going to school,”” ask: 3 [] Retired, health (22)
c. |s ~— retired? 4 [] Retired, other (22)
d. If “‘retired,”” ask: Did he retire because of his health? s [] Geing to school (25)
"""""" 5 Wih was — devag WOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS ~ ging 1o schoal ar dong sometbing slse? | | SC317» sometuig elze (22
23?2 If "*something else,’” ask: 7 [J 6~16 something else (24)
_____ ... b What was —~ doing? o]
__________________________________________________________ T T TS years (20)
unAdg:rs6 o [T} Under | (21)

Usual Activity Status, Sex, and Age

Usual activity is defined in terms of what the
respondent was doing most of the time during
the 12 month period preceding the interview.
The questions used in the Health Interview
Survey to classify the population according to
usual activity status are shown in figure 6.
Persons 17 years of age and over were asked if
they were working or doing something else.
Females in this age group also were asked if they
kept house. Persons 45 years of age or over who
were reported as doing ‘“‘something else’” were
asked if they were retired. Persons 17 years of
age or over not classified as “working,” “keeping
house,” “going to school,” or ‘“retired” were
classified as “other activity.” All children 6-16
years of age, regardless of the reported activity,
were classified as ‘“going to school.”” Children
under 6 years of age were classified as “pre-
school.”

The terms used in this report to classify the
population according to usual activity status are
similar to terms used by other Federal agencies
that publish statistical data on the labor force.
However, the definitions of these terms for the
purposes of the Health Interview Survey are dif-
ferent from those used by other agencies. Ex-
planation of these differences and detailed defi-
nitions are contained in appendix II.

Estimates of the number of disability days
per person per year by usual activity status are
presented in detailed tables 17 and 18 and text
table J. These data indicate that persons who are
classified as “retired” (45 years of age and over)
and those classified as “other activity” (17 years
of age and over) had by far the highest average
number of restricted-activity and bed-disability
days. Included in' the “other activity” group

Figure 6. Questionnaire items relating to usual activity status

10



Table J. Disability days per person per year, by sex, type of dis-
ability day, and usual activity: United States, 1975

Usual activity Both sexes” Male I Female

Restricted-activity days
per person per year

All aCtiVitieS...emeeeerrreeee o 179 15.6 20.0
Preschool (under 6 years) ... 12.1 12.5 11.6
Going to school (6-16

VT3] SO 10.5 10.2 108
Going to school (17

years and over) .....cceeuee.. 10.1 8.6 11.7
Usually working (17

years and over) .....cceeuuee. 135 12.2 15.8
Usually keeping house

(17 years and over) .......... 269 . 26.9
Retired (45 years and

OVET) ceecvrareciriranneescrmnsennns 44.8 42,7 69.0
Other and unknown

activity {17 years

and OVEr) weccceeeeereeerreeranes 55.0 433 79.9

Bed-disability days
per person per year

Al activities...coeuaeerrsonens 6.6 5.4 7.6
Preschool {under 6 years) ... 4.7 4.8 4.6
Going to school (6-16

(V22 12:) 4.3 4.0 46
Going to school (17 years

and OVer) ...coeeeeeeeeesereens 39 2.5 5.4
Usually working (17 years

and OVer} ...vvceecrccecenenaes 4.8 3.9 6.2
Usually keeping house

(17 years and over) .......... 9.2 - 9.2
Retired (45 years

aANd OVEI) vvvrereecermecrnereans 16.8 15.6 30.6
Other and unknown

activity (17 years

and OVEr) ceueeevrveeeercrrereines 23.1 18.0 40.5

Work-loss days per
currently employed
person per year

All activities {persons

17 years and over)...... 5.2 49 5.7
Usually working...ceeeeereanaens 5.4 4.9 6.3
Usually keeping house 3.5 PR 3.5
All other activities?! ............ 4.6 5.4 34

lincludes retired, going to school, and unknown activity.

were long-term convalescents who were prob-

ably the major contributors to the higher rates

of disability days experienced by this group.
These data also show that, except for chil-

dren under 17 years of age, females had on the
average more restricted-activity days and bed-
disability days than males in each of the usual
activity status categories. Currently employed
females classified as ‘“‘usually working™ also
averaged more work-loss days than their male
counterparts. Among persons classified as “all
other activities,” males had a higher average
number of work-loss days than females.

Employment Status, Sex, and Age

Employment status as used in this report
refers to persons in the labor force 17 years of
age or over who were classified as “currently
employed” or “‘currently unemployed.” The
total labor force included all persons 17 years of
age and over who worked, were looking for
work, or were on layoff from work during the
2-week period prior to the week of interview.
Persons in the labor force were classified as “cur-
rently employed” if they had worked at or had a
job or business during the 2-week reference
period.

Persons who did not work but who were
looking for work and persons on layoff from a
job, whether or not they were looking for other
work, were classified as “currently unem-
ployed.” Again it is suggested that readers
review the more complete definitions given for
this population characteristic in appendix II.

The average numbers of disability days for
persons in the labor force by current employ-
ment status, sex, and age are presented in table
19. Some of these data are presented in sum-
mary form in table K and are illustrated in
figures 7 and 8.

It is apparent from these data that the
average numbers of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days were substantially higher for
unemployed persons than for employed persons.
The differences are especially notable for
persons 25 years of age and over (see figures 7
and 8). These data also show unemployed males
and unemployed females had higher rates of
restricted-activity days and bed-disability days
than the employed members ot their own sex in
each of the age groups shown in table K.

Among employed persons, females generally
had higher rates of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days than did the males. However,

11



Table K. Disability days per person per year, by age, type of disability day, employment status, and sex: United States, 1975

All ages 17-24 2544 4564 65 years
Employment status and sex 17 years vears years years and over
and over
Restricted-activity days per person per year
BOTH SEXES..eeveeirarrnarearnernnassrroncesessanesesssonseserssnes 134 111 13.1 15.3 13.7
Currently employed .....cccoriimeiimcciinnnieimenn s 120 10.3 119 13.2 11.7
Currently unemployed ....c.occvcrrectiemrencennnenniemnecasen. 28.0 15.9 27.6 50.3 40.3
IVIBIE creeeeneeeeerrreenaaereeeesessmssesssesecasesssncressancasesssessssnss 12.2 9.3 11.6 14.8 139
Currently employed .....c.cicceccireeeccermrmrrermiescscesnenssisnes 10.8 8.8 10.4 12.5 12.0
Currently unemployed...c..ceecoreeeecvimeraieniimeininineennninn 28.1 119 28.4 55.7 *40.6
FEMAIE ceacerceeeeierrrareecreeervranimameneraraeenmnasressensaaesnsonas 15.1 13.3 15.6 16.1 13.5
Currently employed ......ccveveieimeeciiniiniimmmminiacnnen 13.7 12.0 144 14.3 1.3
Currently UnemPlOYE .....cc.vicveecivrereereererriereenseeesaees 27.9 20.8 26.8 43.0 *39.3
Bed-disability days per person per year

BOTh SBXES...civeererererereerressecnsrscrreerssereesemsnsarnnens 4.6 4.6 4.7 4.6 3.6
Currently employed ....cceeeceniiiniieiiniicne e 4.0 4.1 4.3 3.8 2.2
Currently unemployed ... iienieraennnimn, 10.7 7.2 9.8 17.8 *21.2
MAIE creveeerreaneeeerorereecrsenseeeronanessensnemtssesssasonsssssennssass 3.8 33 3.7 4.3 3.9
Currently employed...occeiemviieiiieeeeeereeeneerecerrananees 33 3.2 3.4 3.5 *24
Currently unemployed .......cocevernnnverirevernrnneccneerccenaeens 9.3 4.0 8.6 18.2 *24.8
FEMAIR ...teeeecriercicrinrerecsrrmcee s snnee s e e sareaeaeeneersancees 5.8 6.1 6.3 5.1 *3.0
Currently empioved...... 5.1 5.3 5.8 4.3 *1.9
Currently unemployed 124 1.1 111 17.3 *15.3

among unemployed persons the differences be-
tween the sexes did not follow the same pat-
tern. The overall average of restricted-activity
days for both sexes was about the same, 28.1
days per person per year for males, and 27.9
days per person per year for females. Unem-
ployed females in the youngest age group (17-24
years of age) averaged more restricted-activity
days (20.8 days) than did unemployed males in
the same age group (11.9 days).

Among unemployed persons 25-44 years of
age the rates were about the same for both males
(28.4 days) and females (26.8 days). For unem-
ployed persons 45-64 years of age the rates for
males (55.7 days) were higher than the rates for
females (43.0 days).

12

Industry, Occupation, Sex, and Age

Tables 20, 21, 22, and 23 present the aver-
age number of disability days for currently
employed persons by industry and occupation.
Summaries of these data are presented in tables
L and M.

According to the data shown in table L,
persons employed in public administration had a
higher average number of restricted-activity
days, bed-disability days, and work-loss days
than persons employed in all the other industry
groups. Persons employed in public adminis-
tration comprised about 6 percent of all the cur-
rently employed persons.

Persons employed in manufacturing (23 per-
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Figure 7. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year,
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Figure 8. Number of bed-disability days per person per year, by
current empioyment status and age: United States, 1975

cent), wholesale and retail trade (19 percent),
and services and miscellaneous industries (28
percent) together comprised about 70 percent of
all the currently employed persons (from table
20). Comparisons of the data for persons em-
ployed in these three major industry groups
show that persons employed in manufacturing

Table L. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years
of age and over per year, by type of disability day and in-
dustry classification: United States, 1975

Type of disability day

Industry classification
Restricted Bed Work
activity disability | loss

Days per person per year

All iNdUSEries...coieeeeeenerseranes 12.0 4.0 5.2
AGriCUITUIE ceevieerereeeereerecerraasseronee 9.9 23 3.7
Forestry and fisheries . . *3.0 *30] *24
MiINING cvemreecccreecemrenrceeraeessescsenees *6.9 *24; *36
ConStruction...m.eeerecesemcaececmaecaene 10.8 3.2 4.6
Manufacturing .....coveeeeeeeeresnacnesian 129 4.0 6.1
Transportation and public

UTITILIES covreneeererereneecenaccsneennnes 11.8 4.2 6.1
Wholesale and retail trade........... 10.8 34 4.7
Finance, insurance, and

real estate ...eeeceecrcneerreecnnrenanes 10.7 3.8 3.9
Services and miscellaneous 12.4 4.6 4.8
Public administration....c.cceeeeenens 149 5.6 7.1
UnKNOWN..cvuecrmmatcenincasrenecsreamaannn 114 *41 *4.1

Table M. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years
of age and over per year, by type of disability day and
occupation classification: United States, 1975

Type of disability

Occupation classification
Restricted Bed Work
activity | disability | loss

Days per person per year

All occupations....ceeeveemaeennnas 12.0 4.0 i 5.2

Professional, technical and

kindred WOrkers.....ceeeercarneeennas 11.0 39 4.1
Farmer and farm managers 10.2 *13 27
Managers and administrators,

except farm 104 3.3 3.7
Clerical and kindred workers 121 4.7 5.1

Salesworkers 9.8 3.0 4.0

Craftsmen and kindred

12.1 4.0 5.8

12.7 39 6.5

Private household workers........... 19.6 5.6 4.7
Service workers, except

private household .........eevveeeenan 14.1 4.8 6.5
Farm laborers and farm

FOrEMEeN .oovieerceaeeeerenceasn e 104 *a5 5.8

Laborers, except farm.....cccecvveeees 12.8 4.7 6.6

UNKNOWN c.ceierereeercreneeseeannennennes 8.1 *36 | *3.7
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(12.9 days) and persons employed in services
and miscellaneous industries (12.4 days) aver-
aged more restricted-activity days per year than
persons employed in wholesale and retail trade
(10.8 days).

Persons employed in services and miscel-
laneous industries (4.6 days) averaged more
bed-disability days than persons employed in
wholesale and retail trade (3.4 days).

Persons employed in manufacturing had an
average of 4.0 days of bed disability, a rate not
meaningfully different from the rate for persons
employed in the other two industry groups. Per-
sons employed in manufacturing (6.1 days) had
on the average more work-loss days than persons
employed in wholesale and retail trade (4.7
days) and persons employed in services and
miscellaneous industries (4.8 days).

The number of persons in the population
employed in the mining, forest, and fisheries
industry groups was relatively small. The average
number of disability days shown for these per-
sons was subject to large sampling variability.
Therefore, comparisons of estimates for persons
in these industry groups with the estimates for
persons in other industry groups should be made
with caution.

The occupational classification of currently
employed persons by type of disability day is
shown in table M. The five occupational groups
with the highest proportion of currently em-
ployed persons were professional, technical, and
kindred workers (15.3 percent), clerical and
kindred workers (17.1 percent), craftsmen and
kindred workers (13.5 percent), operatives and
kindred workers (15.2 percent) and service
workers, except those in private household jobs
(12.1 percent). Together these occupational
groups comprised about 73 percent of all cur-
rently employed persons (from table 21). Be-
cause the number of persons was relatively small
and the associated sampling variability was rela-
tively high for persons employed in the other
occupational categories, the discussion here is
confined to the five major occupational groups.

Comparisons of the average number of re-
stricted-activity days per person per year for the
five major occupational groups show that service
workers, except those in private household jobs,
had the highest average number of restricted-
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activity days (14.1 days) and professional,
technical, and kindred workers -had the lowest
average (11.0 days). The averages for persons in
the other three major occupations fell between
the above two averages and generally were at the
same level.

There were no meaningful differences in the
average number of bed-disability days experi-
enced by persons in the five major occupational
groups. Operatives and kindred workers and
service workers, except those in private
household jobs, had the highest average number
of work-loss days (6.5 days each group) and pro-
fessional, technical, and kindred workers had the
lowest (4.1 days). When these data are
further broken down into sex and age groups,
the number of persons and the number of days
of disability for persons in the various industry
and occupation categories becomes smaller, and
the relative sampling variability increases. There-
fore, detailed comparisons of the data presented
in tables 22 and 23 will not be attempted here.

In broad terms, however, for most of the
major industry and occupation categories the
average number of disability days for females
was greater than the average number of days for
males in the same industry or occupation group.
With reference to age differentials for disability
days between persons in the same major in-
dustry and occupation groups, persons 45-64
years of age had on the average more disability
days than those 17-44 years of age.

COMPARISON WITH DATA
FOR EARLIER YEARS

Tables N, O, and P present data for the dif-
ferent types of disability days, by selected char-
acteristics, for 1975 and three earlier time
periods. Data for the earlier time periods were
published in Vital and Health Statistics, Series
10, Number 47 (for the 1965-66 data), Number
67 (for the 1968 data), and Number 90 (for the
1971 data).

It is beyond the scope of this report to
analyze and report the many factors that con-
tribute to changes in the rate of occurrence of
various health factors. The estimates in this
section are presented as derived from the data



collected during the various survey periods with-
out any attempt to make adjustments for
changes in the population characteristics that
may have occurred over the 10-year time span.

It has been noted in previous publications
that a major change in Health Interview Survey
data collection procedures occurred in 1968.
However, it is believed that these procedural
changes did not substantially affect the levels or

patterns of reported disability days.?2 At the
time that this report was being prepared, the
data on family income had not been adjusted to
take into account the high rate of inflation that
occurred between 1965 and 1975. Therefore
this variable was omitted from the tables.

2For analysis of the effect of the 1968 procedural
changes see Vital and Health Statistics, Series 2, Number
48

Table N. Restricted-activity and bed-disability days per person per year, by selected characteristics: United States, July 1965-
June 1966, 1968, 1971, and 1975

Restricted activity Bed disability
Selected characteristic
July 1965- July 1965
1975 1971 1968 June 1966 1975 1971 1968 July 1966
Days per person per year
TOt8lsereeraseresrmranens [ 17.9 15.7 153 156 6.6 6.1 6.3 6.3
Age
Under 5 years ...cuveesersnsees 12.2 12.4 10.8 10.5 4.7 5.0 4.8 5.1
5-14 years........ 11.0 10.7 9.7 10.5 45 4.8 43 4.8
15-24 years.. 11.6 10.0 10.5 10.1 4.8 4.4 4.7 4.8
25-44 years..... 15.6 133 12.9 13.9 5.8 49 5.3 5.7
45-64 years..... 24,2 21.0 20.8 211 84 74 7.6 7.2
65-74 years......... 340 28.8 30.7 30.8 10.3 10.1 11.8 113
75 years and OVer.....cccceeenene 46.2 425 424 39.5 174 18.5 19.0 154
Sex
15.6 14.2 143 14.4 54 5.4 5.7 5.5
20.0 17.0 16.3 16.7 7.6 6.8 6.9 7.0
Color
WHhIte ..ecceericeececveneircnncenenns 175 154 15.1 15.7 6.2 5.9 6.2 6.3
All Other ...cccerreccrreaeencaroancass 204 18.0 17.2 14.9 8.8 76 7.5 64
Place of residence
SMSA ...oreeeerrrreererreanresinans 17.9 15.6 15.3 15.0 6.8 6.2 6.4 6.2
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm ....eeeecorcaneiesnene 18.3 15.9 15.6 16.6 6.2 6.0 6.2 6.6
FarMeeereciesesencacennenasonnens 13.7 154 13.5 17.1 3.6 5.4 5.3 5.5
Geographic region
Northeast...cccevcerveeeercarcrnenns 16.7 14.8 15.0 134 6.5 6.1 6.2 5.5
15.9 14.2 138 14.6 5.8 5.3 5.7 6.0
18.7 16.6 15.7 16.9 7.1 6.8 6.7 6.7
West 20.8 176 17.5 18.1 6.8 6.3 6.7 7.2
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Restricted-Activity Days

From the data in table N it may be seen that
the average number of restricted-activity days
per person for the total civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population increased by about 2 days
in 1975 over the earlier time periods. The in-
crease in the overall rate of restricted-activity
days is also apparent for most of the selected
population characteristics shown in table N.

For children under 15 years of age the rates
were relatively stable over the time span covered
by these data. For persons 15 years of age and
over there was an increase in the average number
of restricted-activity days for each of the age
groups. The rates were higher for both males and
females, but proportionately, females had a
slightly higher increase than did males. These
data also reflect increased rates for persons living
in SMSA’s and in nonfarm areas outside of
SMSA’. However, the rates for restricted-
activity days for persons living in farm areas
tended to decrease.

When the data are examined by geographic
region, it can be observed that there were in-
creases for each of the four regions, but the
increases for the Northeast and West Regions
were proportionately higher than the increases
for the other regions. The average number of
restricted-activity days increased also for both
white persons and persons of all other races.
Since the 1965-66 time period, the rate for
persons other than white increased proportion-
ately more than the rate for white persons.

Bed-Disability Days

The average numbers of bed-disability days
per person per year for selected population char-
acteristics for the four survey periods are also
shown in table N. Unlike the marked increase in
restricted-activity days, the average number of
bed-disability days remained at about the same
level for the 10-year time span covered by the
four survey periods in this report.

The only notable trend that can be observed
from these data was the increase in the rate of
bed-disability days for persons other than white
in the population.
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Work-Loss Days

The average numbers of work-loss days per
currently employed person-per year for the four
survey periods are shown in Table O. These data
show that between 1966 and 1975 there was a
slight decrease over the long-term in the average
number of work-loss days for the total popu-

lation, and that most of the decrease took place
before 1968.

Table O. Work-loss days per currently employed person 17 years
of age and over per year, by selected characteristics: United
States, July 1965-June 1966, 1968, 1971, and 1975

Work loss
Selected
characteristic July 1966-
1975 | 1971 | 1968 June 1966
Days per currently employed
person per year
Totalevvcrcevneeannees 5.2 5.1 5.4 5.8
Age

17-24 years ceeeereeeveccvrennns 4.6 4.2 4.8 4.1
25-44 years .... 5.1 4.7 4.9 5.4
45-64 years ........... 5.8 6.1 6.3 6.8
65 years and over............. 4.3 5.5 5.8 8.3

Sex
MaI8 cevreeeeereremeeerrcveneeieans 4.9 49 5.2 5.9
Female ...cc.ccvveveermmeciennnnas 5.7 5.5 5.9 5.6

Color
WhIte v eeeerreesccemrmvenreaneens 5.0 4.8 5.1 5.7
All 0ther ccccveerererecrnnnienens 6.9 7.5 8.1 6.8
Place of residence

SMSA....ccvreerrarmreeeerirreneans 5.3 5.3 5.6 5.5

Outside SMSA
Nonfarm .....coceeecrivncens 5.0 49 5.2 6.2
Farm cocovvevecrrieceeirenenees 3.6 4.5 4.8 7.3

Geographic region

Northeast...cceereeerecerrunneens 5.3 5.2 5.5 5.1
North Central. 4.7 4.8 5.1 5.7
South ... 5.1 5.5 5.9 6.4
West 6.1 4.8 5.2 6.0




When these data are examined for trends by
selected population characteristics, the following
items appear to be meaningful. There was a
decrease in work-loss days for persons 45-64
years of age and 65 years of age and older, for
males, and for persons living outside of SMSA'’s.
Decreases over time in the average number of
work-loss days can also be observed for persons
living in the North Central and South Regions of
the country. Another notable change was the
large increase, between 1971 and 1975, for the
West Region of the country in the average
number of work-loss days.

School-Loss Days

The numbers of days lost from school per
school-age child 6-16 years old per year for the
four survey periods are shown in Table P. It may
be seen from these data that the rates for the
total school-age population did not change very
much over the time span covered by the four
survey periods. The highest rates were obtained
during the 1971 survey, but in 1975 the rates
were about level with those from the two earlier
surveys. This same pattern occurs among most
of the characteristics shown in the table.

Table P. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age
per year, by selected characteristics: United States, July
1965-June 1966, 1968, 1971, and 1975

School loss
Selected Julv 1965
characteristics uly -
1975 | 1971 | 1968 June 1966
Days per school-age child per year
Total ... 5.1 5.5 4.9 5.2
Sex
Male ..oiireeinessrencscenreosmmaanens 4.8 5.2 4.7 5.1
Female...ccocmmieerorscnscsmanacan 5.5 5.9 5.2 5.3
Color
WHILe ccvereremeccnmrccceneceens 5.2 5.6 54 5.5
All Other ....ivececcemeecersrenens 4.8 49 5.2 4.3

SMSA.....iiceerreeeeeireerenmannes 5.3 5.6 54 5.5
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm .. 4.8 54 4.1 4.8

Farm .eueeceeenreeercernreeens 3.6 4.7 4.4 3.6

5.7 6.7 54 5.6
4.8 5.0 4.6 4.6
4.6 4.8 4.7 4.8
5.9 6.2 54 6.0
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Table 1. Disability days per person per year and population, by sex and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Restricted-activity days Bed-disability days Population
Age
Both Both Both -
sexes Male Female sexes Male Female sexes Mate Female
Disability days per person per year Number in thousands
All QS vevereeererererecnererennn 17.9 15.6 20.0 6.6 5.4 7.6 ] 209,065 {| 100,865 108,199
Under 5 Years.....cccoveeererererennen 12.2 12.5 12.0 4.7 4.7 4.7 15,933 8,140 7,793
B-14 YIS ccccvveeererireneceresnanens 11.0 10.8 111 4.5 43 4.7 37,654 19,183 18471
15-24 Years ..c.ccecreeerervarnncnens 11.6 9.8 13.3 4.8 34 6.1 38,679 18,930 18,750
25-34 YArs covveeecerenernenaenans 14.5 121 16.9 5.5 4.0 7.0 30,027 14,537 15,490
3544 Years ....ueceeeereveeeeirreennnns 17.0 14.2 19.6 6.2 4.8 7.5 22,390 10,757 11,633
45-54 Years ...ccceveccrercnervncannnns 211 17.5 244 7.7 6.0 8.2 23,531 11,323 12,208
5584 YEArS .coeveecevevrmeerenneceenn 28.0 275 28.4 9.3 8.4 10.1 19,563 9,215 10,348
B5-74 YEArS ..ueeeeeeerreneeeerensecenne 34.0 31.1 36.2 10.3 9.8 10.6 13,519 5,865 7,654
75 years and OVer .....c.uvvereennens 46.2 40.7 49.4 174 17.0 17.7 7.768 2,915 4,853
All ages under
25 YArS veerveerireeecsennenienens 11.4 10.7 12.2 46 4.0 5.3 92,266 46,253 46,014
Under 6 years...cccc.ceveecreerennenns 1241 125 11.6 4.7 4.8 4.6 19,512 9,995 9,517
6-16 YEArS .cvuveeeecnerecaserrrararane 10.5 10.2 10.9 4.3 4.0 4.6 42,433 21,575 20,858
17-24 YEarS wvvuieiirineeeririenenvnes 12.3 10.2 143 5.1 34 6.7 30,321 14,683 15,638

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the

United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

Table 2. Work-loss days per person per year and currently employed population, by sex and age: United States, 1976
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix Ii]

Work-loss days Currently employed population
Age Both Both
sexes Male Female sexes Male Female
Days per currently employed Number in thousands
person per year
All ages 17 years
and over.............. 5.2 49 5.7 83,218 50,062 33,156
17-24 years...ccveeeeun, 4.6 4.4 48 17,861 9,656 8,205
25-34 years.. 5.1 4.7 6.8 20,288 12,621 7,667
35-44 years.....connn.nen. 5.2 4.6 6.1 15,567 9,581 5,986
45-54 years 5.5 5.2 6.1 16,023 9,841 6,182
55-64 years 6.1 6.0 6.4 10,680 6,554 4,126
65-74 years 3.5 4.3 *22 2,387 1,524 863
75 years and over....... 8.9 *9.4 *7.8 413 286 127

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment

and Earnings.
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Table 3. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population, by sex: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household_intjervicws of thc'civilian, nor.linstftutionaliz.ed popula.tion. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Sex

School-loss days
per school-age child per year

School-age population in thousands

Both sexes

Male

Female

5.1 42,433
4.8 21,6575
5.5 20,858

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

Table 4. Disability days per person per year and population, by race, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Restricted-activity days Bed-disability days Population
Sex and age
Totall White Black Totall White Black Totall White Black
Both sexes Disability days per person per year Number in thousands
All 2g€S..ivrrnasrericrasasarens 17.9 17.5 21.4 66 6.2 9.2 | 209,065 181,874 24,396
Under 6 Years....ceeeeesmnaesonns 121 12.3 11.2 4.7 45 5.3 19,612 16,218 2,905
6-16 years ...... 10.5 109 8.3 43 4.4 3.6 42,433 35,672 6,294
17-24 years ... 123 12.0 15.3 5.1 4.8 7.8 30,321 26,068 3,799
25-44 years ... 15.6 14.8 23.0 58 5.4 10.3 52,417 45,910 5,570
45-64 years ....uu. 242 231 35.5 84 79 139 43,004 38,667 4,001
65 years and OVer......ccceevecevene 38.4 36.4 59.6 129 11.7 24,6 21,287 19,339 1,827
Male
All 30ES ccrrreecsscrnnrioscrensnne 15.6 154 17.7 54 5.2 7.4 | 100,865 88,114 11,369
Under 6 years......cccesnvnsncaccenns 12,5 126 126 48 4.5 6.3 9,995 8,328 1,470
6-16 years ...... 10.2 105 8.8 4.0 4.0 3.6 21,575 18,192 3,168
17-24 years . 10.2 10.0 12.2 34 3.2 5.5 14,683 12,732 1,737
25-44 YeAlS ccvvreceereecssrsncasravans 13.0 126 17.5 43 4.1 7.3 25,204 22,422 2,401
4564 YEBIS wuceeireicirsnrirsessassasns 22.0 213 28.8 741 6.7 113 20,539 18,501 1,816
65 years and OVEr .....eccceremncnes 34.3 325 49.6 12.2 11.2 20.8 8,780 7.940 786
Ferale

All 8088 ..vveverceceronsisssrasennns 20.0 19.4 24.7 7.6 7.2 10.8 | 108,199 93,760 13,027
Under 6 years......cccensessanconsen 11.6 119 9.8 46 45 44 9,517 7,891 1,435
6-16 YEArS wuvvcersvarseivassessansaness 10.9 114 79 46 4.8 36 20,858 17,480 3,136
17-24 years 143 139 179 6.7 6.2 9.7 15,638 13,336 2,062
25-44 years ... 18.1 16.9 27.2 7.2 6.6 12.6 27,123 23,487 3,169
45-64 YBATS covverecervrenseesssasennss 26.2 24.7 410 9.6 9.0 16.1 22,556 20,166 2,185
65 years and OVEr ....ccccesnseernns 414 39.1 67.2 134 12.1 27.4 12,507 11,399 1,041

lincludes all other races.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 5. Work-loss days per person per year and currently employed population, by race, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Work-loss days Currently employed population
Sex and age
Totall White Black Totall White Black
Both sexes Days per person per year Number in thousands

All ages 17 years and OVer........eeeecereennneerneneenns 5.2 5.0 7.4 83,218 74,024 8,018

T7-24 YAIS...crevrenneecnrreonarersrrrasessraassnsmmassesssassassessannses 4.6 4.4 71 17,861 15,945 1,678
25-44 years... 5.1 4.9 7.3 35,855 31,549 3,675
45-64 years......... 5.8 5.6 7.7 26,703 24,041 2,367
B5 YEars @8N0 OVEI.euiveeeeenerernressierrenmresranensssssrnsssesnonsasen 4.3 4.1 *6.5 2,800 2,489 299

Male
All ages 17 years and OVer........ccccvceeeeerenronererseneenes 4.9 4.7 7.3 50,062 45,138 4,230
1724 YBATS.cacecerrreerererrenerecssaneeesssnceesssssasnesssasersrassanes 4.4 4.1 8.6 9,656 8,673 849
2544 YRS .uecererrrcaererrrassererassanesresercrrmsssasereassssarsassasss 4.7 4.5 6.3 22,202 19,919 1,907
45-64 years......ccoeeenee 5.5 5.3 8.0 16,395 14,926 1,292
65 years and over 5.1 4.8 *7.9 1,810 1,621 182
Female

All ages 17 vears and OVer......ccccccovivmvuceieeeeacrcencnanes 5.7 5.4 7.4 33,156 28,886 3,788
1728 YRAS.ucecsirrrereeccrcmeecsnnenesesssseeesiossnteesssonsesssensaees 4.8 4.7 5.6 8,205 7,272 829
25-44 years... 5.9 5.6 8.4 13,653 11,630 1,768
45-64 years......... 6.2 6.0 7.4 10,308 9,116 1,075
B5 Years and OVEr....ccccvreeeeerreerreenmnssaserssesseerrensresmmonnsnes *2.9 *2.8 *4.3 990 868 116

1includes all other races.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment

and Earnings.

Table 6. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population, by race and sex: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

School-loss days

School-age population

Sex
Total® White Black Totall White Black
Days per school-age child per year Number in thousands
Both sexes...... 5.1 5.2 4.8 42,433 35,672 6,294
Male e 4.8 4.8 4.7 21,575 18,192 3,158
Female ......ccccevennne 55 5.6 5.0 20,858 17,480 3,136

lincludes all other races.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 7. Restricted-activity days per person per year, by place of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are bascd on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix i}

Place of residence

Geographic region

All
Sex and age areas SMSA Outside SMSA North- North South West
Nonfarm ] Farm east Central
Both sexes Restricted-activity days per person per year
All ages...emeiecesraeesasonns 179 179 18.3 13.7 16.7 15.9 18.7 20.8
Under 6 years ... 121 12.5 115 *6.2 124 108 10.8 15.7
6-16 years....... 10.5 10.8 10.2 8.0 11.0 10.0 93 129
17-24 years. 123 129 11.2 8.1 123 10.5 12.0 15.7
25-44 years. 15.6 16.0 15.2 9.1 14.2 14.2 16.7 174
45-64 years...cuuee . 24.2 242 25.4 17.5 21.5 20.3 26.4 30.0
65 years and OVer ....eucssnees 384 37.6 40.8 32.0 31.7 35.0 453 414
Male
Al 3geS .ooercsseresassssasenes 15.6 15.5 16.3 1141 14.7 13.8 16.6 17.8
Under 6 years...cccoreeeessnaees 12.5 13.1 11.7 *3.7 13.1 118 11.2 15.1
6-16 years... 10.2 104 10.2 *6.0 10.5 9.5 9.5 12.0
17-24 YEarS ..ceerrscrrsenassossanes 10.2 10.7 8.9 *9.3 9.9 7.7 10.0 145
25-44 years..... 13.0 13.2 128 8.1 121 12.2 13.7 13.8
45-64 years ....... 22.0 209 26.3 13.2 19.2 19.2 247 254
65 years and over. 34.3 35.1 34.1 25.2 29.0 29.7 414 36.0
Female

VLI T [T J RN 20.0 200 2041 16.5 18.5 179 208 23.6
Under 6 Years ....c.coeeerseccnnes 11.6 118 11.2 *8.6 1.7 9.6 104 16.4
B-16 Vears ....ccccemrneessasanasses 10.8 11.2 10.1 10.1 11.6 10.5 9.0 13.8
17-24 years .... 143 149 134 *6.5 144 13.4 13.7 16.8
2544 years.... 18.1 186 17.3 10.0 16.1 16.1 195 20.7
45-64 years ........ 26.2 274 24.7 219 23.6 213 28.0 343
65 years and OVEr ....c.eecene-- 414 39.4 454 396 33.6 38.7 48.2 45.3
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Table 8. Bed-disability days per person per year, by place of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Place of residence

Geographic region

Sex and age All .
SMSA Outside SMSA North
areas Northeast Central South West
Nonfarm Farm
Both sexes Bed-disability days per person per year

All ages......... 6.6 6.8 6.2 3.6 6.5 5.8 7.1 6.8

Under 6 vears.......... 4.7 5.0 472 *3.4 49 45 3.9 6.2
6-16 years......ccuucn 4.3 46 39 *1.9 4,7 4.3 3.8 4.7
17-24 years.... 5.1 5.4 4.4 *3.7 5.1 4.5 54 5.4
25-44 years,....ccceeeees 5.8 6.1 5.5 *1.7 5.5 5.1 6.9 5.6
45-64 years......uveeeees 8.4 8.7 8.2 5.1 8.1 6.5 9.7 9.4
65 vears and over .... 12.9 13.6 12.2 6.6 12.1 11.7 15.2 11.8

Male
All ageSs..cceceeracass 5.4 5.6 54 24 5.3 4.8 6.0 5.5
Under 6 years......ou. 4.8 5.1 4.4 *2.1 5.1 4.9 4.2 5.3
6-16 years....cccuerenrene 4.0 4.2 3.7 *1.2 4.3 3.9 3.7 4.3
17-24 years...cceve.. 34 3.5 34 *3.6 3.1 3.0 39 39
2544 years....conrens. 4.3 4.4 4.4 *1.0 39 39 5.1 4.3
45-64 years....ccceueue. 7.1 7.0 8.1 *2.6 6.4 6.5 8.7 7.6
65 years and over .... 12.2 13.7 10.5 *5,1 12.2 11.6 138 10.0
Female

All ageS..crerereecnns 7.6 80 6.9 49 7.7 6.6 8.2 8.0
Under 6 years 4.6 4.9 39 *4.7 4.8 4.0 36 7.2
6-16 years...... 4.6 5.0 4.0 *2.8 5.2 4.8 39 5.0
17-24 years.... 6.7 7.3 5.3 *3.7 7.0 6.0 6.8 6.9
25-44 years.... 7.2 7.6 6.6 *23 74 6.2 8.5 6.7
45-64 years e 9.6 10.3 8.3 76 9.6 7.5 10.7 11.1
65 years and over ..., 13.4 136 135 *8.2 120 11.7 16.1 13.1
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Table 9. Population by place of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

Place of residence

Geographic region

Sex and age All .
SMSA Outside SMSA North
areas l Northeast Central South West
Nonfarm Farm
Both sexes Population in thousands

All ages......... 209,065 143,654 58,700 6,710 49,086 55,892 66,854 37,233

Under 6 years 19,512 13,348 5,749 415 4,267 5,256 6,429 3,561
6-16 years...... 42,433 28,816 12,191 1,427 9,731 11,269 13,919 7,514
17-24 years.... 30,321 21,205 8,295 821 6,879 8,409 9,590 5,443
25-44 years...csamerss 52,417 37,072 13,957 1,387 11,956 13913 16,753 9,794
45-64 years....ccuuseeess 43,094 29,720 11,573 1,801 10,861 11,182 13,472 7,579
65 years and over .... 21,287 13,493 6,935 859 5,391 5,864 6,690 3,343

Male
All ages...reeensense 100,865 68,884 28,518 3,464 23,540 27,128 32,171 18,026
Under 6 yearS......cu 9,995 6,741 3,051 202 2,157 2,706 3,309 1,823
6-16 years...... 21,575 14,518 6,323 734 4,949 5,712 7176 3,737
17-24 years. 14,683 10,122 4,100 461 3,289 4,222 4,512 2,659
25-44 Years..ierersnes 25,294 17,848 6,744 701 5,804 6,761 8,048 4,681
45-64 years....ocesesenes 20,539 14,186 5,442 911 5,151 5,358 6,317 3,712
65 years and over .... 8,780 5,469 2,858 454 2,190 2,369 2,808 1,413
Female

Al ageS.ieiesrinaes 108,199 74,770 30,182 3,247 25,546 28,763 34,684 19,206
Under 6 years.......... 9,517 6,607 2,698 213 2,110 2,548 3,120 1,738
6-16 years 20,858 14,298 5,868 693 4,781 5,657 6,743 3,777
17-24 years...cceueens 15,638 11,083 4,195 360 3,590 4,187 5,078 2,783
25-44 years...ceeense 27,123 19,224 7,213 686 6,152 7,153 8,705 5,113
45-64 Years.....cuceesee 22,556 15,534 6,132 890 5,710 5,824 7,155 3,866
65 years and over .... 12,507 8,024 4,078 405 3,201 3,494 3,882 1,929

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 10. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population, by place of residence, gecgraphic
region, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix L. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11}

Place of residence Geographic region
Sex and age afeI;s Outsice SMSA North
SMSA Nonfarm Farm Northeast Central South West
Both sexes Work-loss days per currently employed person per year
All ages 17 years and over.. 5.2 5.3 5.0 3.6 53 4.7 5.1 6.1
17-28 YEBIS.. cevecvnreeeecernaneereranes 4.6 4.8 4.1 *3.5 5.0 4,2 4.4 5.2
25-44 years..... . 5.1 5.2 5.3 *24 5.0 45 5.2 6.1
45-64 Years.....cccvrenssarsssnssserranias 5.8 6.0 5.4 4.7 5.9 5.5 54 6.8
65 years and over .. 43 4.5 *4.0 *4.0 5.2 *3.0 4.8 *45
Male
All ages 17 years and over ... 4.9 5.0 438 3.8 5.1 4.3 4.9 55
17-24 YEArS .eceeeeecraerccrnencaserraens 4.4 4.7 3.7 *3.6 4.2 3.4 4.9 5.5
25-44 years..... 4.7 438 4.6 *2.6 5.1 3.9 45 5.6
45-64 years........ . 5.5 5.4 5.9 4.7 54 5.7 5.4 5.6
65 years and OVer ......cocvceicennnene 5.1 5.3 *5.0 *45 *7.6 *3.2 5.9 *3.3
Female
Ali ages 17 years and over ... 5.7 5.9 5.3 *3.2 5.6 5.2 5.3 7.0
17-24 years 438 4.9 4.7 *3.1 5.8 5.1 3.7 4.9
25-44 years 5.9 59 6.3 *8 49 5.6 6.2 6.9
45-64 years . 6.2 6.8 4.7 *49 6.6 5.1 5.4 8.9
65 years and OVer........c.cceecenneees *29 *3.3 *2.2 *1.41 *1.4 *2.7 *2.7 *6.8
Both sexes Currently employed population
All ages 17 years and over.. 83,218 58,515 21,881 2821 19,478 22,705| 26,167 14,868
17-24 YEAIS oureeecsrreeecerrirenaaceranns 17,861 12,667 4,690 504 4,032 5,151 5,500 3,177
25-44 years..... . 35,855 25,392 9,508 955 7,902 9,691| 11582 6,680
4564 Years......ccccuvreecncceraniincnnans 26,703 18,727 6,854 1,122 6,867 7,062 8,153 4,631
65 years and OVer .....c.ccovrercnennes 2,800 1,730 830 240 677 811 932 380
Male
All ages 17 years and over ... 50,062 34,777 13,274 2,011 11,676 13,778 | 15,616 8,993
17-28 YEArS .....oeveeeerrcreicncnenae 9,656 6,591 2,727 338 2,009 2,803 3,036 1,718
25-44 years 22,202 15,666 5,885 652 5,000 6,016 7,079 4,107
45-64 years 16,395 11,443 4,136 816 4,157 4,415 4,898 2,925
65 years and OVer .....ccceeereecnenns 1,810 1,077 527 205 420 543 603 243
Female

All ages 17 years and over ... 33,166 23,738 8,607 811 7,802 8,928 1 10,551 5,876
17-24 years.....ccccummurivcsarersesacnnne 8,205 6,076 1,963 166 1,933 2,347 2,464 1,460
25-44 YEArS ..cccceveverrrenneriarcnnenien 13,653 9,726 3,624 303 2,902 3,676 4,502 2,573
45-64 YRS ...covrevecrerrercartrraerenrans 10,308 7,284 2,718 306 2,710 2,637 3,255 1,707
65 years and OVer ......cccvveecvernee 990 652 303 35 257 268 329 137

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment
and Earnings.
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Table 11. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population by place of residence, geographic
region, and sex: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1I]

Place of residence Geographic region
Sex All SMSA Qutside SMSA North- | North South West
areas Nonfarm Farm Central | Central
School-loss days per school-age child per year
Both sexes. 5.1 " 5.3 4.8 3.6 5.7 Jr 48 4.6 5.8
Male 4.8 5.0 4.6 *2.2 5.2 4.1 4.6 5.5
Female.. 5.5 57 5.1 5.1 6.2 5.5 4.6 6.2
School-age population
Both sexes. 42,433} 28,816 12,191 1,427 9,731} 11,269 13,919 7,514
Male..aeeeererereeecirenerassnasssmsasssormansansnanns 21,575( 14,518 6,323 734 4,949 5,712 7176 3,737
Female 20,858 14,198 5,868 693 693 4,781 6,743 3,777

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 12. Restricted-activity days per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975

{Data arc based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Family income

Sex and age AL Lessthan | $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- | $10,000- | $15,000
incomes $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
Both sexes Restricted-activity days per person per year

All B0ES.cciireaccireneee e ceineeneee e 17.9 36.9 28.6 23.6 17.6 14.4 12.4

Under 6 years ... 121 16.8 111 14.4 11.0 11.9 1.1
6-16 vyears...... 10.5 12.2 13.4 11.4 9.6 10.4 10.4
17-24 years.... 12.3 17.0 145 16.1 14.5 119 8.8
25-44 years.... 15.6 35.7 28.3 23.5 17.3 13.3 11.9
45-64 years.... 24.2 67.8 39.9 34.6 26.4 19.6 15.7
65 years aNd OVEN ..vveeveericrcrmmvenreenereneeeisen 38.4 53.9 45.8 37.3 28.7 31.1 23.5

Male
All GBS weorevneeerrieiarenresicinnesnrererecans 15.6 29.1 26.4 222 16.4 13.4 11.2
Under 6 years.....ccoceeeverncceeecronnssnninnneenne 12.5 199 11.6 14.8 10.8 13.2 11.1
6-16 years ..... 10.2 9.3 13.5 1.4 9.3 10.0 10.3
17-24 years 10.2 11.6 129 14,7 12.6 9.4 7.8
25-44 years 13.0 29.9 24.7 19.6 14.0 11.6 10.6
45-64 years 22.0 62.9 47.5 37.7 28.7 18.6 13.7
65 years and over. 34.3 49.5 421 34.4 26.5 33.0 20.0
emale

All 8GES.ccriirrarterssiisstirsecirrireesesrannesses 20.0 41.8 30.3 24.8 18.7 15.3 13.6
Under 6 Years ...cccccimrevsernnneicsmnenceenssanecns 11.6 13.8 10.6 14.0 11.1 10.6 11.1
6-16 years......... 10.9 15.0 13.3 11.4 10.0 10.8 105
17-24 years.... 14.3 21.2 159 17.3 16.1 14.1 9.9
25-44 YRATS.ccvrresrecrronrereceracesrssronerrorsonnenes 18.1 39.8 30.6 26.4 20.4 15.1 138.2
A5-B4 YRATS.ccvurerreerrirrererisreeesrmeressnessnenas 26.2 70.3 36.0 326 245 20.5 18.1
65 years and OVer.....cvveveeerrsssersensains 41.4 55.5 48.6 39.8 30.7 29.4 26.4

lncludes unknown income.

28



Table 13. Bed-disability days per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data arc based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II}

Family income

Sex and age All Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $10,000- $15,000
incomes? $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
Both sexes Bed-disability days per person per year
All ages 6.6 I 13.4 9.9 8.6 6.6 53 4.6
Under 6 years 4.7 5.1 5.4 5.1 4.8 4.4 4.4
6-16 vyears........ 4.3 6.0 4.7 5.3 4.0 3.9 4.4
17-24 YEATS aeeereircrrerseanneensnies 5.1 6.9 5.9 6.6 5.6 4.8 3.9
25-44 years 5.8 14.9 10.3 9.1 6.3 5.3 4.2
45-64 YBAIS ccvvirracrnerenissssrassorrssssessssassssenes 8.4 25.5 13.1 12.1 9.8 6.6 5.1
B5 years and OVEF .....c.veeevceecesreeenrsrernssnnane 12.9 17.0 15.0 11.9 9.3 11.4 8.8
Male
All 80€S..cerecnersenn 5.4 10.3 9.0 7.8 5.8 4.6 3.7
Under 6 years 4.8 *6.2 *5.8 *6.2 5.0 4.6 4.1
6-16 years 4.0 *4,0 5.1 5.4 3.5 3.2 4.3
17-24 years 3.4 *3.2 *3.7 6.0 4.3 3.1 2.7
25-44 years 4.3 11.6 7.4 6.8 5.1 4.5 3.0
45-64 years .... 71 21.6 16.2 12.4 9.6 5.7 3.9
65 years and OVEL.....ccccecrmcecnmmaerenmeenerennne 12.2 18.2 14.1 10.7 8.4 12.3 8.3
Eemale

All 20BS vevvemmereeressneremracsssmneesersaaeassanes 7.6 15.4 10.6 9.3 7.2 6.1 5.5
Under 6 years 4.6 *4.0 *5.0 *5.0 4.6 4.1 4.7
B-16 YEATS.cirrrssarermsenissassnrssessesarsanensssonsess 4.6 8.0 4.3 5.2 4.4 4.6 4.4
17-24 YRS .coccervrsrccrrsnsessrrscsssernesassansess 6.7 9.7 7.9 7.2 6.8 6.2 5.2
25-44 years 7.2 17.3 12.2 11.0 7.4 6.0 5.4
45-64 Years ...ecccccrescerens 9.6 27.5 11.4 11.9 9.9 7.6 6.6
65 Years ant OVEr .....cccccereeeeerersaeeereerseennn 13.4 16.6 15.6 12.9 10.2 10.7 a3

1includes unknown income.
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Table 14. Population used in obtaining rates in this publication, by income, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1I]

Family income

Sex and age All Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $10,000- $15,000
incomes?! $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
Both sexes Population in thousands

All 808S...curereecrisrasesssirarssensensassasns 209,065 14,676 17,074 19,602 25,671 47,103 69,868

Under 6 Years .cuiveeeeeiirccreennesssinneanans 19,612 1,290 1,674 2,036 2,835 5,344 5,293
B-16 YEarS...c.vverecerrenesiorseceersressreersasacens 42,433 2,005 2,929 3,672 4,967 10,070 16,107
17-24 years ... 30,321 3,141 2,518 3,052 4,044 6,431 9,222
25-44 vyears ... 52,417 1,961 2,564 3,797 6,220 13,934 21,008
45-64 years ......... 43,094 2,401 2,911 3,607 5,126 9,188 15,788
65 years and OVEF .......ccccrreeecvsrerrerirnenns 21,287 3,878 4,479 3,437 2,480 2,137 2,452

Male
All 2QES eeevererrrmcerecsiimrerirenssseereesnenes 100,865 5,705 7,479 8,933 12,254 23,592 35,726
Under 6 Years ...uieeceeiicncennresscssnnnenans 9,995 639 906 995 1,412 2,764 2,727
6-16 years ........ 21,5675 1,007 1,477 1,824 2,531 5,103 8,243
17-24 years 14,683 1,366 1,201 1,420 1,863 3,054 4,799
25-44 years 25,294 814 1,003 1,655 2,950 7,046 10,383
45-64 years 20,539 811 993 1,437 2,317 4,613 8,463
65 years and OVer .......cccceemiinienimsscinenns 8,780 1,069 1,898 1,604 1,191 1,012 1,111
Female

Al BES .evevereriareeiieerseccsornceneereeannees 108,199 8,970 9,595 10,668 13,417 23,612 34,141
UNnder 6 Years wue..creeverereennenmrereenecnennens 9,617 651 768 1,041 1,423 2,681 2,566
6-16 years ........ 20,858 999 1,451 1,848 2,436 4,967 7,863
17-24 years ... 15,638 1,775 1,317 1,632 2,191 3,376 4,423
25-44 years.... 27,123 1,147 1,561 2,142 3,270 6,887 10,624
45-64 YRAIS ceviiirnveeererersreacermeneeserrneesrins 22,556 1,690 1,018 2,171 2,808 4,575 7,325
65 years and OVEr ........ceccrerreecarerrenennenne 12,507 2,809 2,581 1,834 1,289 1,125 1,340

1Includes unknown income.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60,
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Table 15. Work-ioss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population, by income, sex, and age:

United States, 1975

jData are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I

Family income

Sex and age Ali Less than|  $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- | $10,000- $156,000-
incomes? $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
Both sexes Work-loss days per currently employed person per year
All ages 17 years and over........... 5.2 8.7 6.1 6.9 6.5 5.2 4.2
17-24 years 4.6 4.6 4,2 6.3 6.0 4.7 3.7
25-44 years ..... 5.1 13.8 6.2 7.8 6.6 4.9 4.0
45-64 years .....cecceeeerana 5.8 11.9 8.7 6.7 7.2 6.1 4.6
B5 years and QVEN .....ceeerereemeneaeersseneses 4.3 *5.1 *5.0 *4.9 *4.4 *5.2 *2.6
Male
Alt ages 17 years and over .............. 4.9 7.2 7.1 6.5 6.7 5.2 3.8
17-24 years 4.4 *3.6 *4.1 7.4 6.2 4.2 3.3
25-44 years 4.7 10.5 6.8 6.7 6.0 4.6 3.8
45-64 years 5.5 121 12.1 5.3 8.3 6.4 4.0
65 years and OVer ......ccc.cesrecreessnscecssans 5.1 *3.0 *27.3 *6.7 *5.3 *7.2 *3.3
Female
All ages 17 years and OVer .....coeeeees 5.7 10.1 5.3 7.3 6.3 5.3 4.8
17-24 years 4.8 5.5 *4.2 5.1 5.7 5.2 4.2
25-44 years 5.9 17.0 *5.4 9.1 7.4 5.3 4.5
45-64 years 6.2 11.8 6.7 8.0 5.8 5.5 5.8
65 years and over *2.9 *6.7 *2.2 *1.8 *2.6 *- *.
Both sexes Currently employed population in thousands
All ages 17 years and over........... 83,218 3,146 4,019 6,220 9,992 20,205 33,865
17-24 vyears ........ 17,861 1,264 1,233 1,755 2,493 3,969 6,085
25-44 YEBATS .puiivrarensseesornaraserssseeasrsassnns 35,855 838 1,206 2,266 4,154 9,769 15,715
45-64 years . 26,703 711 1,140 1,787 2,964 6,121 11,506
65 years and OVEr wecccerreeesricreeservenns 2,800 332 439 412 381 347 560
Male
All ages 17 years and over ......cce..... 50,062 1,483 1,967 3,297 5,761 12,834 21,202
17-24 YRArS ueereececseerecerrassssreesscrmsiesrons 9,656 611 681 940 1,334 2,193 3,204
25-44 years 22,202 416 624 1,234 2,495 6,459 9,775
45-64 years 16,395 308 422 860 1,672 3,929 7,696
65 years and over 1,810 147 240 263 260 253 438
Female
All ages 17 years and over ............. 33,156 1,663 2,052 2,923 4,232 7,371 12,663
17-24 years ..... 8,205 653 553 815 1,159 1,776 2,791
25-44 years....cccvieens 13,653 421 582 1,032 1,659 3,309 5,940
45-64 years 10,308 403 718 927 1,292 2,192 3,810
65 years and OVer ....cocceveerees 990 185 199 149 121 93 122

Yncludes unknown income.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment

and Earnings.
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Table 16. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population, by family income and sex: United
States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Sex

Family income

All Lessthan | $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $10,000- | $15,000
incomes? $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or rnore
School-loss days per school-age child per year
BOth SEXES ereeeirriorerersescneersrsaiennsnes 5.1 6.0 7.0 6.7 5.3 4.8 4.7
4.8 5.1 6.6 6.2 5.1 4.4 4.5
5.5 7.0 7.4 7.1 5.6 5.3 4.9
Population in thousands

BOth SEXES ..vverveeririransensireessriniencns 42,433 2,005 2,929 3,672 4,967 10,070 16@.
Male ..... 21,575 1,007 1,477 1,824 2,531 5,103 8,243
Female 20,858 999 1,451 1,848 2,436 4,967 7,863

Includes unknown income.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 17. Disability days per person per year and population by usual activity, sex, and age: United States, 1975

[Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix L. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Restricted-activity days Bed-disability days Population
Usual activity Bath Both Both
and age sexes Male Female sexes Male Female sexes Male Female
Disability days per person per year Number in thousands
All activities..ccecuunneee 179 15.6 20.0 6.6 54 7.6 209,065 100,865 108,199
Preschool (under 6
VT-T2) H O 121 12.5 116 4.7 4.8 4.6 19,512 9,995 9,517
Schoo! age (6-16
VEAIS) vveecancereeernrsnnenenane 10.5 10.2 109 4.3 4.0 4.6 42,433 21,575 20,858
Going to school {17 years
and OVer) .uveccereceeeerasenns 10.1 8.6 117 3.9 2.5 5.4 11,589 6,106 5,483
Usually working {17
years and oVer) ..eeoneee 135 12.2 15.8 4.8 39 6.2 79,464 49,999 29,465
1728 YEATS ceccccvrreneerancasonnens 119 9.8 145 5.0 36 69 14,146 7,885 6,261
25.44 years... 126 11.0 15.6 4.5 3.6 6.3 35,823 23,244 12,579
45.64 years ...... 15.3 145 16.7 49 44 5.7 27,022 17,220 9,801
65 years and OVEr......veeeeeeers 17.4 17.2 17.8 4.8 4.0 *6.5 2,473 1,649 824
Usually keeping house
{17 years and over) ........ 269 269 9.2 9.2 40,116 40,116
17-24 years ...cuvceeccervaneerene 179 17.9 8.3 8.3 3,785 3,785
25-44 years... 19.2 19.2 76 7.6 13,887 13,887
45-64 years....... 30.3 30.3 10.8 10.8 12,136 12,136
65 years and OVer....c..ceeveeees 36.7 36.7 9.7 9.7 10,307 10,307
Retired (45 years
and OVEr) ....ecveevererannenee 448 42.7 69.0 16.8 156.6 30.6 9,796 9,005 790
A5-64 YBATS vuceeercrearrrsssnsanas 64.7 61.7 101.2 246 22.1 549 2,354 2,175 179
65 years and OVer......cuaee 38.6 36.7 59.4 143 135 23.5 7,442 6,830 612
Other activities (17
years and over)l .. 55.0 43.3 79.9 23.1 15.0 40.5 6,155 4,186 1,970
17-24 Years ccvcvueeerssevenssarsons 1741 18.8 13.2 5.4 6.2 *34 1,829 1,291 538
25.44 years ... 495 456 68.6 193 16.9 30.5 1,819 1,504 315
45-64 years...... . 730 61.0 107.3 284 19.2 54.5 1,484 1,100 384
65 years and OVer.....ccccues 106.3 729 119.5 54.1 276 64.6 1,024 292 733

Lincludes unknown activity.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 18. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population, by usual activity, sex, and age:

United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1I]

Usual activity and age

Both
sexes

Male

Female

Both
sexes

Male

Female

All activities (17 years and over)....cccceeeereerecenne

Usually WOTKiNG veeeeeeererieccsiniarissmeseeirreecsiosnssssens

17-24 years......oeuen.
25-44 YRarS.uuiirieraeissiraananssns . veoveer
45-64 years....
65 Years and OVEF ...cccciireecrereriansimisnscisisnenersossaseeorssans

Usually keeping hOUSE.....crvvicvceremmmeerivnnieimmneiccsinae.

17-24 years....cceeersiscennens
25-44 years....
45-64 years..........
65 YEars and OVEN...ccvrirerccnrscesssrascrsronsssessssasessinrneeess

QOther activity1 . . . rrreseneenrarses

17-24 years....eeeeenens
25-44 years....
45-64 years..........
65 Years and OVEN ....cocureverirececarssssesrseereeesarsssesssnassssons

Work-loss days per currently

Currently employed population

employed person per year in thousands
5.2 4.9 5.7 83,218 50,062 33,156
5.4 4.9 6.3 71,313 45,631 25,682
5.3 5.0 5.8 11,929 6,700 5,229
5.2 45 6.6 32,503 21,527 10,976
5.6 5.2 6.4 24,834 16,000 8,834
5.3 6.2 *3.1 2,046 1,404 643
3.5 3.5 4,813 4,813
*5.4 *5.4 595 595
3.0 3.0 2,494 2,494
38 3.8 1,403 1,403
*2.7 *2.7 320 320
4.6 5.4 3.4 7,093 4,431 2,662
29 3.1 2.6 5,336 2,956 2,381
9.3 10.4 *5.1 858 675 183
19.3 17.9 *26.7 465 395 71
*1.2 *1.2 *- 433 406 *27

Yncludes retired, going to school, and unknown activity.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment

and Earnings.
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Table 19. Disability days per person in the labor force per year and population, by current employment status, sex, and age: United

States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Restricted-activity days Bed-disability days Population
Sex and age Total in Currently | Currently Total in Currently { Currently Total in Currently | Currently
labor em- unem- labor em- unem- labor em- unem-
force ployed ployed force ployed ployed force ployed ployed
Both sexes Disability days per person per year Number in thousands
All ages 17 years
and over........... 134 120 280 4.6 40 10.7 91,127 83,218 7,908
1724 YRarS .ccevrevererranne 111 10.3 159 4.6 4.1 7.2 20,946 17,861 3,086
2544 years.. 13.1 119 276 4.7 4.3 9.8 38,848 35,855 2,993
45-64 years .....cceerrereane 15.3 13.2 50.3 46 3.8 178 28,322 26,703 1,619
65 years and over........ 13.7 11.7 40.3 36 2.2 *21.2 3,010 2,800 210
Male
All ages 17 years
and OVer.......ceeeeee 12,2 108 28.1 38 3.3 9.3 54,423 50,062 4,361
17-24 years...ueeeeercscenn 9.3 8.8 19 33 3.2 4.0 11,362 9,656 1,707
25-44 years...veercevenns 116 104 284 3.7 34 8.6 23,796 22,202 1,594
4564 years......... - 14.8 125 55.7 43 3.5 18.2 17,327 16,395 932
65 years and over........ 139 12.0 *406 39 *24 *24.8 1,938 1,810 129
Female
All ages 17 years
and OVer.....ouven. 15.1 13.7 279 5.8 5.1 124 36,704 33,156 3,548
17-24 years....vevrerrenen 133 120 20.8 6.1 53 11.1 9,584 8,205 1,379
25-44 years ... 15.6 144 26.8 6.3 5.8 111 15,063 13,653 1,400
45-64 years.......... 16.1 143 430 5.1 4.3 173 10,995 10,308 687
65 years and over........ 13.5 113 *39.3 *3.0 *1.9 *15.3 1,072 990 82

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment

and Earnings.
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Table 20. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years of age and over per year, and currently employed population, by sex
and industry classifications: United States, 1975
[Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix If]

Both sexes Male Female Curr;notgﬁggg:]oved
Industry classification | Restricted- Bed- Work- 1} Restricted- Bed- Work- | Restricted- Bed- Work- Both
activity disability loss activity disability loss activity disability loss saxes Male Female
days days days days days days days days days
Disability days per currently employed person per year Number in thousands
All industry
classifications.....eevees 120 4.0 5.2 10.8 33 49 13.7 5.1 6.7 83,218 50,062 33,156

Agriculture ........... . 9.9 23 3.7 9.6 *21 35 114 *34 *49 3,015 2497 518
Forestry and fisheries . *3.0 *3.0 *24 *2.8 2.8 *2.8 *5.1 *5.1 .- 70 61 *8
Mining.......... *6.9 *24 *36 *6.5 *1.6 *3.9 *10.3 *10.3 *0.7 656 588 68
Construction 10.9 3.2 4.6 110 3.1 4.8 *9.8 *3.7 *20 5,042 4,695 347
Manufacturing .......eeesene 129 4.0 6.1 11.8 35 5.6 15.4 5.3 7.4 19,149 13,570 5,579
Transportation and

public utilities.......eorersanee 1.8 4.2 6.1 11 42 6.6 14.2 *42 4.6 5,541 4,261 1,279
Wholesale and

retail trade wuiumesorseresss 108 34 4.7 9.0 23 4.1 121 4.3 5.5 16,165 9,012 7,144
Finance, insurance, and
788l StALE wuuererrurnsensansinnns 10.7 3.8 3.9 9.2 3.1 29 13.1 44 4.8 4,765 2,229 2,537
Services and

miscellaneous. 124 4.6 4.8 110 3.7 45 13.4 6.3 5.1 23,055 9,318 13,737
Public administration.. 14.9 5.6 71 134 44 6.3 17.9 8.2 8.7 5,086 3,432 1,654
Unknown 1.4 *4.1 *41 11.8 *23 *33 *10.8 *6.5 *5.2 684 399 284

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S, Bureau of the Censusreports on the civilian population of 'the United States in Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics Monthly report, Employment and Earnings.

Table 21. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years of age and over per year and currently employed population, by sex and
occupation classifications: United States, 1975
[ Data ure based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstjtutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Currently employed
Both sexes Male Female population
Industry classification Restricted- Bed- Work- Restricted- Bed- Work- Restricted- Bed- Work- Both
activity disability loss activity disability loss activity disability loss sec)’(es Male Female
days days days days days days days days days
Disability days per currently employed person per year Number in thousands
All occupation
classifications.. 120 4.0 5.2 10.8 33 4.9 13.7 5.1 5.7 83,218 50,062 | 33,156

Professional, technical,

and kindred workers....... 11.0 39 41 94 29 35 13.2 5.3 481 12,691 7,329 5,362
Farmers and farm

WOrKErSauseesn senearesesinanss 10.2 *1.3 2.7 9.9 "2 29 *16.6 *33 ‘- 1,546 1,464 83
Managers and

administrators,

except farm ......... retvrnneas 104 3.3 3.7 9.4 29 3.3 139 4,7 4.8 9,221 7,184 2,037
Clerical and

kindred workers. 121 4.7 5.1 9.2 34 49 129 5.1 5.2 14,229 3,231 10,999
Salesworkers..... 8.8 3.0 40 8.5 24 34 11.8 3.8 4.8 5,264 3,068 2,206
Craftsmen and

kindred workers...., 12.1 40 5.8 11.8 3.7 5.6 18.2 8.4 8.7 ] 11,205 || 10,542 663
Operatives and

kindred workers......cevvese 127 3.9 6.5 11.8 3.6 6.0 14.9 4.4 76| 12,646 8,709 3,937
Private household

workers.. 196 5.6 4,7 *. * .. 20.1 5.8 49 1,080 *29 1,051
Service workers, except

private household ........... 14.1 4.8 6.5 144 4.4 6.9 14,0 5.1 6.1 | 10,077 4,160 5917
Farm laborers and

farm fOremen......cerererenne 104 *45 5.8 10.3 *5.2 5.8 *10.5 *26 *5.8 1,095 786 309
Laborers, except

farm...... 12.8 47 6.6 123 3.9 6.4 178 *123 *8.3 3,469 3141 328
Unknown... 8.1 *36 *3.7 *6.4 *0.9 *20 *10.9 *79 *6.5 694 429 266

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U,S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Popula-
tion Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment and Earnings.
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Table 22. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population for both sexes and males, by age

and industry classification: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Both sexes Male
Industry classification 1/;' lyaeg:‘; 1744 45-64 65 years 1'0;' Iyaeg;z 1744 45-64 65 years
and over years years and over and over years years and over
Work-foss days per currently employed person per year
All industry
classifications.......c... 5.2 5.0 5.8 4.3 49 46 5.5 5.1

AgGriculture .....cccccccccsneesenes 3.7 29 4.6 *5.3 35 *25 4.1 *5.8
Forestry and

FISHEries vverrrreceerecssssnaneecs *24 *1.1 *4.7 *. *238 *1.2 *5.8 *.
Mining ......... *3.6 *3.8 *33 *. *3.9 *42 *36 *.
ConstructionN.uererecsseceesees 4.6 4.8 43 *14 4.8 5.0 4,5 *15
Manufactoring ......ueeecseneeee 6.1 5.6 7.1 *5.3 5.6 5.1 6.6 *6.3
Transportation and

public utilities....cceerscense 6.1 5.8 64 *139 6.6 6.7 6.0 *146
Wholesale and

retail trade .ueeceeveccneveae 4.7 4.6 5.0 *44 4.1 4,2 3.6 *6.4
Finance, insurance

and real estate......cceeeceeenn 39 3.8 3.6 *7.2 29 *26 *26 *6.5
Service and

miscellaneous........coveeeees 4.8 4.6 5.8 *29 45 34 7.0 *2.7
Public miscellaneous. 7.1 7.5 6.5 *7.3 6.3 6.5 6.0 *7.6
UnKNnOowWn .eeecccisineeermmcsenes *41 *4.0 *4.8 *. *3.3 *3.8 *28 *.

Currently employed population in thousands
All industry
classifications....cecue. 83,218 53,716 26,703 2,800 50,062 31,858 16,395 1,810

AGriculture .ooceevieesssvenesns 3,015 1,606 1,076 333 2,497 1,280 918 239
Forestry and

fisheries 70 44 *26 *. 61 40 > *
Mining ...... 656 426 221 *g 588 380 201 *7
Construction... 5,042 3,377 1,537 128 4,695 3,148 1,427 120
Manufactoring 19,149 12,208 6,662 279 13,670 8,655 4,717 197
Transportation and

public utilities........cceeeeene 5,541 3,621 1,855 65 4,261 2,693 1,512 56
Wholesale and

retail trade...ceeereecenenne 16,155 10,852 4,750 553 9,012 6,082 2,567 362
Finance, insurance

and real estate.......iuveereres 4,765 3,115 1,424 227 2,229 1,319 755 155
Service and

miscellaneoUs...ea.eeeeeeensens 23,055 14,923 7,041 1,091 9,318 5,963 2,826 530
Public administration . 5,086 3,097 1,904 85 3,432 2,045 1,322 64
UnKNown...ceecvcossncecmeensenne 684 447 207 *29 399 251 129 *20

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment

and Earnings.
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Table 23. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population for both sexes and males, by age

and occupation classification: United States, 1975

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix L Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

Both sexes Male
Industry classification | Allages i, , 4564 | 65years | A2l 1744 4564 | 65 years
17 years 17 years
and over years years and over and over years years and over
Work-loss days per currently employed person per year
All occupation
classifications............ 5.2 5.0 5.8 4.3 49 46 5.5 5.1
Professional, technical,
and kindred workers....... 4.1 39 4.9 *0.9 3.5 3.1 438 *1.3
Farmer and farm
Managers...c..ue. evrneseaesene . 2.7 *29 *2.6 *2.7 29 *3.1 *2.7 *29
Managers and
administrators,
except farm .....coveveveereae 3.7 3.6 3.8 *2.7 3.3 3.0 3.8 *3.5
Clerical and kindred
WOFKEIS..iciremieaessansassrasnns 5.1 5.1 5.2 *7.0 49 4.8 49 *7.4
Salesworkers .....cceueaeeienee 40 33 5.2 *39 34 29 3.9 *6.0
Craftsmen and
kindred workers.......cc.vee 5.8 54 6.0 *12.6 5.6 5.1 6.0 *13.4
Operatives and
kindred workers.............. 6.5 6.0 7.7 *1.7 6.0 5.8 6.6 *0.8
Private household
WOPKEIS..uieeeerctceceromnesrons 4.7 *5.4 *43 *40 *. *. *- *.
Service workers, except
private household ........... 6.5 6.1 7.8 *3.8 69 6.3 8.6 *49
Farm laborers and
farm foremen.......coeeeeneces 5.8 *2.8 *12.7 *12.5 5.8 *24 *14.0 *15.9
Laborers, except farm....... 6.6 6.7 69 *2.7 6.4 6.3 7.2 *2.9
UNKNOWN...ceeerrecceercrrencenene *3.7 *3.3 *4.9 *. *2.0 *2.2 *1.9 *.
Currently employed population in thousands
All occupation
classifications............ 83,218 53,716 26,703 2,800 50,062 31,858 16,395 1,810
Professional, technical
and kindred workers....... 12,691 8,839 3,548 304 7329 5,027 2,090 212
Farm and farm
MANAGETS..iecrrsesssssosassssssne 1,546 587 72 248 1,464 552 679 233
Managers and
administrators,
except farm .....ccccceveneens 9,221 4,977 3,891 353 7184 3,934 2,975 275
Clerical and kindred
14,229 9,842 4,110 277 3,231 2,064 1,076 91
5,264 3,253 1,748 262 3,058 1,870 1,024 163
11,205 7,033 3,905 267 10,542 6,617 3,681 244
12,646 8,330 4,047 270 8,709 5,975 2,568 166
Private household
WOrkers....c.cueua. veteeseneranan 1,080 447 476 157 *29 *14 *6 *9
Service workers, except
private household ........... 10,077 6,657 2,940 479 4,160 2,657 1,238 266
Farm laborers and farm
foremen ...c.cooeeeeecrrenneennees 1,095 763 272 59 786 562 180 44
Laborers, except farm 3,469 2,543 828 28 3,141 2,315 735 91
UNKNOWN..coviiiiinneinianinninee 694 444 226 *24 429 271 142 *15

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment

and Earnings.
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APPENDIX |

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Background of This Report

This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a
questionnaire which obtains information on per-
sonal and demographic characteristics, illness, in-
juries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other health topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and ana-
lyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics.

The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
since data are not collected in the interview for
persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
inventory of conditions or services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
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Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
which permits a continuous sampling of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target popula-
tion and that weekly samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed analysis of less com-
mon characteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational advantages as
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff.

The overall sample was designed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for urban and rural
sectors of the United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists
of drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling
units (PSU’) from approximately 1,900 geo-
graphically defined PSU’. A PSU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’s collectively cover the 50 States and the
District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within
PSU’s, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a manner that each segment



contains an expected four households. Three
general types of segments are used.

Area segments which are defined geograph-
ically.

List segments, using 1970 census registers
as the frame.

Permit segments, using updated lists of
building permits issued in sample PSU’s
since 1970.

Census address listings were used for all areas of
the country where addresses were well defined
and could be used to locate housing units. In
general the list frame included the larger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.

The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mately 12,000 segments containing about
50,000 assigned households, of which 9,000
were vacant, demolished, or occupied by persons
not in the scope of the survey. The 41,000 eligi-
ble occupied households yield a probability sam-
ple of about 120,000 persons.

Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and questionnaire development
in the HIS has been published!:2 as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample design® and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti-
mates derived from the survey.4

! National Center for Health Statistics: Health
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development,
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. ¥ital and
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 1-No. 2.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, May 1964.

2 National Center for Health Statistics: Health In-
terview Survey procedure, 1957-1974. Vital and Health
Statistics. Series 1-No. 11. DHEW Pub. No. (HRA)
75-1311. Health Resources Administration. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, April 1975.

3U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 584-A2. Public Health Service.
Washington, D.C., July 1958.

National Center for Health Statistics: Esti-
mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 38. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970.

Collection of data.—Field operations for
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census under specifications established by
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.

Estimating procedures.—Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four
basic operations are involved:

1. Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability
of selection.—The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selection
from each step of selection in the design
(PSU, segment, and household).

o

Nonresponse adjustment.—The estimates are
inflated by a multiplication factor which has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina-
tor the number of households interviewed in
that segment.

&)

First-stage ratio adjustment.—Sampling theory
indicates that the use of auxilliary information
which is highly correlated with the variables
being estimated improves the reliability of the
estimates. To reduce the variability between
PSU’s within a region, the estimates are ratio
adjusted to the 1970 populations within 12
color-residence classes.

4. Poststratification by age-sex-color.—The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for the survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, household, condition, and
hospitalization).
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The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
to make the sample more closely representative
of the civilian noninstitutionalized population
by age, sex, color, and residence, which thereby
reduces sampling variance.

As noted, each week’s sample represents
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the ¢alendar
quarter, Similarly, population data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.

For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterly figures.

For other types of statistics—namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period—such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed during a year—experience which actually
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview—is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.

General Qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household who were not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment who were interviewed.
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The interview process.—The statistics pre-
sented in this report are based on replies ob-
tained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and
over present at the time of interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.

There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
household interviews. For diagnostic infor-
mation, the household respondent can usually
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the family. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no more than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source
since only the persons concerned are in a posi-
tion to report this information.

Rounding of numbers.—The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
consolidations were made from the original
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri-
butions are computed after the estimates on
which these are based have been rounded to the
nearest thousand.

Population figures.—Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
mentioned above, the population figures differ
from figures (which are derived from different



sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. Official population estimates are
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

Reliability of Estimates

Since the statistics presented in this report
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat

from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.

As in any survey, the results are also sub-
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures.5 Although
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reports. 679

5 National Center for Health Statistics: Quality con-
trol and measurement of nonsampling error in the
Health Interview Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. Ser-
ies 2-No. 54. DHEW Pub. No. (HSM) 73-1328. Health
Services and Mental Health Administration. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1973.

6 National Center for Health Statistics: Health in-
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital
and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 7.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, July 1965.

7National Center for Health Statistics: Compari-
son of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce-
dures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 8. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965.

8 National Center for Health Statistics: Interview
data on chronic conditions compared with information
derived from medical records. Vital and Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 23. Public
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing
Office, May 1967.

9National Center for Health Statistics: The influ-
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 26. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968.

The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations
that might occur by chance because only a
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this report, the standard error also re-
flects part of the variation which arises in the
measurement process. However, it does not in-
clude systematic biases which might be in the
data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a
complete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the
difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2% times as large.

Standard error charts.—The relative stand-
ard error of an estimate is obtained by dividing
the standard error of the estimate by the esti-
mate itself and is expressed as a percentage of
the estimate. For this report, asterisks are shown
for any cell with more than a 30-percent relative
standard error. Included in this appendix are
charts from which the relative standard errors
can be determined for estimates shown in the
report. In order to derive relative errors which
would be applicable to a wide variety of health
statistics and which could be prepared at a mod-
erate cost, a number of approximations were re-
quired. As a result, the charts provide an esti-
mate of the approximate relative standard error
rather than the precise error for any specific ag-
gregate or percentage.

Three classes of statistics for the health sur-
vey are identified for purposes of estimating var-
iances.

1. Narrow range.—This class consists of (1)
statistics which estimate a population attri-
bute, e.g., the number of persons in a par-
ticular income group, and (2) statistics for
which the measure for a single individual
during the reference period used in data
collection is usually either 0 or 1 on occa-
sion may take on the value 2 or very rarely
3.

2. Medium range.—This class consists of other
statistics for which the measure for a single
individual during the reference period used
in data collection will rarely lie outside the
range 0 to 5.
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3. Wide range.—This class consists of statistics
for which the measure for a single individ-
ual during the reference period used in data
collection can range from 0 to a number in
excess of 5, e.g., the number of days of bed
disability.

In addition to classifying variables accord-
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
classified as to whether they are based on a ref-
crence period of 2 weeks, 6 months, or 12
months.

General rules for determining relative
standard errors.—The following rules will enable
the reader to determine approximate relative
standard errors from the charts for estimates
presented in this report. These charts represent
standard errors of HIS data.

Rule 1. Estimates of aggregates: Approximate
relative standard errors for estimates of
aggregates such as the number of persons
with a given characteristic are obtained
from appropriate curves, figures I and
II. The number of persons in the total
U.S. population or in an age-sex-color
class of the total population is adjusted
to official Bureau of the Census figures
and is not subject to sampling error.

Rule 2. Estimates of percentages in a percent
distribution: Relative standard errors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total are obtained from appropri-
ate curves. For values which do not
fall on one of the curves presented in
the chart, visual interpolation will pro-
vide a satisfactory approximation.

Rule 3. Estimates of rates where the numerator
s a subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or where
a unit of the numerator occurs, with few
exceptions, only once in the year for any
one unit in the denominator. For ex-
ample, in computing the rate of visual
impairments per 1,000 population, the
numerator consisting of persons with the

impairment is a subclass of the denomi-
nator, which includes all persons in the
population. Such rates if converted to
rates per 100 may be treated as though
they were percentages and ‘the relative
standard errors obtained from the per-
centage charts for population estimates.
Rates per 1,000, or on any other base,
must first be converted to rates per 100;
then the percentage chart will provide
the relative standard error per 100.

Rule 4. Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This rule applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
for any one unit in the denominator.
For example, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the nu-
merator. Approximate relative standard
errors for rates of this kind may be
computed as follows:

(a) Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.

(b) In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these relative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pro-
cedure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error.

Rule 5. Estimates of difference between two
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is approx-
imately the square root of the sum of



the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference,

d=X, - X,
is

0 =K, V)24 (X, V)"

where X, is the estimate for class 1, X,
is the estimate for class 2, and V,; and

V.o are the relative errors of X; and

X, respectively. This formula will

represent the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated character-
istics although it is only a rough approx-
imation in most other cases. The rela-
tive standard error of each estimate
involved in such a difference can be de-
termined by one of the four rules
above, whichever is appropriate.
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Figure I. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS?
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1This curve represents estimates of relative standard errors based on 4 quarters of data collection for narrow range estimates
of population characteristics or narrow range estimates of aggregates using a 12-month reference period

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 persons with annual family income of $15,000 or more, or 10,000,000

persons who were hospitalized one or more times in the past year (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 1.
percent (read from scale atleft side of chart), or a standard error of 170,000 (1.7 percent of 10,000,000).
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Figure I1.

BED DISABILITY (A) AND FOR DAYS LOST FROM WORK OR SCHOOL (B)?
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L These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors based on 1 to 4 quarters of data
collection for wide range estimates of aggregates using a 2-week reference period.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 days of restricted activity (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard
error of 22 percent (read from Curve A on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 2,200,000 (22 percent of 10,000,000).



APPENDIX Il

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Disability

Disability.—Disability is the general term
used to describe any temporary or long-term re-
duction of a person’s activity as a result of an
acute or chronic condition.

Disability day.—Short-term disability days
are classified according to whether they are days
of restricted activity, bed-disability days, hos-
pital days, work-loss days, or school-loss days.
All hospital days are, by definition, days of bed
disability; all days of bed disability are, by defini-
tion, days of restricted activity. The converse
form of these statements is, of course, not true.
Days lost from work and days lost from school
are special terms which apply to the working and
school-age populations only, but these too are
days of restricted activity. Hence “days of res-
tricted activity’ is the most inclusive term used
to describe disability days.

Restricted-activity day.—A day of re-
stricted activity is one on which a person cuts
down on his usual activities for the whole of
that day because of an illness or an injury. The
term ‘“‘usual activities” for any day means the
things that the person would ordinarily do on
that day. For children under school age, usual ac-
tivities depend on whatever the usual pattern is
for the child’s day, which will in turn be af-
fected by the age of the child, weather condi-
tions, and so forth. For retired or elderly per-
sons, usual activities might consist of almost no
activity, but cutting down on even a small
amount for as much as a day would constitute
restricted activity, On Sundays or holidays,
usual activities are the things the person usually
does on such days—going to church, playing
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golf, visiting friends or relatives, or staying at
home and listening to the radio, reading, looking
at television, and so forth. Persons who have
permanently reduced their usual activities be-
cause of a chronic condition might not report
any restricted-activity days during a 2-week
period. Therefore absence of restricted-activity
days does not imply normal health.

Restricted activity does not imply com-
plete inactivity, but it does imply only the mini-
mum of usual activities. A special nap for an
hour after lunch does not constitute cutting
down on usual activities, nor does the elimina-
tion of a heavy chore such as cleaning ashes out
of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a
farmer or housewife carries on only the mini-
mum of the day’s chores, however, this is a day
of restricted activity.

A day spent in bed or a day home from
work or school because of illness or injury is, of
course, a restricted-activity day.

Bed-disability day.—A day of bed disability
is one on which a person stays in bed for all or
most of the day because of a specific illness or
injury. All or most of the day is defined as more
than half of the daylight hours. All hospital days
for inpatients are considered to be days of bed
disability even if the patient was not actually in
bed at the hospital.

Work-loss day.—A day lost from work is a
day on which a person did not work at his job or
business for at least half of his normal workday
because of a specific illness or injury. The num-
ber of days lost from work is determined only
for persons 17 years of age and over who re-
ported that at any time during the 2-week
period covered by the interview they either



worked at or had a job or business. (See “Cur-
rently employed persons” under “Demographic
Terms.”)

School-loss day.—A day lost from school is
a normal school day on which a child did not
attend school because of a specific illness or in-
jury. The number of days lost from school is
determined only for children 6-16 years of age.

Demographic Terms

Age.—The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and grouped in a variety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.

Race.—The population is divided into three
groups according to race, “white,” “black,” and
“all other races.” The ‘“‘all other races” category
includes American Indian, Chinese, Japanese,
Hawaiian, and all other races. Mexican, Puerto
Rican, and Cuban persons are included with
“white”” unless definitely known to be Indian or
of another race.

Income of family or of unrelated
individuals.—Each member of a family is classi-
fied according to the total income of the family
of which he is a member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.

The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (or by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of interview. Income from
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.

Usual activity.—All persons in the popula-
tion are classified according to their usual activ-
ity during the 12-month period prior to the
week of interview. The “‘usual” activity, in case
more than one is reported, is the one at which
the person spent the most time during the
12-month period. Children under 6 years of age
are classified as “preschool.” All persons 6-16
years of age are classified as “school age.”

The categories of usual activity used in
this report for persons 17 years of age and over

are usually working, usually going to school,
usually keeping house, retired, and other activ-
ity. For several reasons these categories are not
comparable with somewhat similarly named cat-
egories in official Federal labor force statistics.
First, the responses concerning usual activity are
accepted without detailed questioning since the
objective of the question is not to estimate the
numbers of persons in labor force categories but
to identify crudely certain population groups
which may have differing health problems. Sec-
ond, the figures represent the usual activity sta-
tus over the period of an entire year, whereas
official labor force statistics relate to a much
shorter period, usually 1 week. Third, the mini-
mum age for usually working persons is 17 in
the Health Interview Survey, and the official la-
bor force categories include all persons aged 14
or older. Finally, in the definitions of specific
categories which follow, certain marginal groups
are classified differently to simplify procedures.

Usually working includes persons 17 years of age
and over who are paid employees; self-employed
in their own business, profession, or in farming;
or unpaid employees in a family business or
farm. Work around the house or volunteer or un-
paid work such as for a church is not counted as
working.

Usually going to school includes persons 17
years of age and over whose major activity is
going to school.

Usually keeping house includes female persons
17 years of age and over whose major activity is
described as “keeping house” and who cannot
be classified as “working.”

Retired includes persons 45 years of age and over
who consider themselves to be retired. In case of
doubt, a person 45 years of age and over is
counted as retired if he or she has either volun-
tarily or involuntarily stopped working, is not
looking for work, and is not described as “keep-
ing house.” A retired person may or may not be
able to work.

Other activity includes all persons 17 years
of age and over not classified as “working,”
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Region States Included

Northeast . Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania

North Central . Michigan, Ohio, Indiana,
lllinots, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri,
North Dakota, South
Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska
South Dclaware, Maryland,

District of Columbia,
Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Kentucky, Texas, Tenncssee,
Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma

West . . . . .| Montana, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico,
Arizona, Utah, Nevada,
Washington, Alaska, Oregon,
California, Hawaii

" Figure I1l. Geographic regions by the States included

“retired,” or ‘‘going to school,” and females 17
years of age and over not classified as “keeping
house.”

Geographic region.—For the purpose of
classifying the population by geographic area,
the States are grouped into four regions. These
regions, which correspond to those used by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census, are shown in
figure IIL

Place of residence.—The place of residence
of a member of the civilian, noninstitutionalized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm.
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Standard metropolitan statistical areas.—The def-
initions and titles of SMSA’s are established by
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were
243 SMSA’s defined for the 1970 decennial

CENnsus.

The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population which constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is located as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New England) which are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’s are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England
SMSA'’s consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’s as defined in the 1970
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions or changes.

Farm and nonfarm residence.—The population
residing outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu-
lation, which comprises the remaining outside
SMSA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
from which sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons
living outside an SMSA were classified as non-
farm if their household paid rent for the house
but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced on the
place and sold at any time during the preceding
12 months.

Occupation.—A person’s occupation may
be defined as his principal job or business. For



Occupation Classification Census

White-collar workers

Professional, technical, and kindred workers.... 001-195, N
Managers and administrators, except farm ...... 201-245
Satesworkers ....... 260-285
Clerical and kindred WOTrkers ........ccceseuneenevenses 301-395, P,Q

Blue-collar workers

Craftsman and kindred workers ...c..ccceceveeraceees 401-580, R,S

Operatives and kindred workers......ceovecseeacns 601-715, T,U

Laborers, except farm 740-785, V
Farm workers

Farmers and farm managers .......ccesssssenseenens 801-802, W

Farm laborers and farm foremen ..c..eeeccevevnnnee. 821-824

Service workers

Service workers, except private household ...... 901-965, X,Y
Private household WOTKErS ......cceceerececrssaniesnens 980-984, Z
Unknown 995

Figure 1V. Occupation classes by Census code

the purposes of this survey, the principal job or
business is defined in one of the following ways.
If the person worked during the 2-week refer-
ence period of the interview, or had a job or
business, the question concerning his occupation
(or what kind of work he was doing) applies to
his job during that period. If the respondent
held more than one job, the question is directed
to the one at which he spent the most time. For
an unemployed person, this question refers to
the last full-time civilian job he had. A person
who has a job to which he has not yet reported,
and has never had a previous job or business, is
classified as a “new worker.”

The occupation classes presented in this re-
port and their code numbers as found in the
Classified Index of Occupations and Industries
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census are shown in
figure IV.

Industry.—The industry in which a person
was reportedly working is classified by the major
activity of the establishment in which he
worked. The only exceptions, the few establish-
ments classified according to the major activity
of the parent organization, are as follows:

laboratories, warehouses, repair shops, and
storage facilities.

The industry categories presented in this re-
port are shown in figure V with the corre-
sponding codes found in the Classified Index of
Occupations and Industries, U.S. Bureau of the
Census, and the Standard Industrial Classifi-
cation Manual (SIC), U.S. Office of Management
and Budget.

In labor force.—All persons 17 years of age
and over who worked at or had a job or business
or were looking for work or on layoff from work
during the 2-week period prior to the week of
interview are in the labor force. The labor force
consists of persons currently employed and
those not employed as defined below.

Currently employed.—Persons 17 years of age
and over who reported that at any time during
the 2-week period covered by the interview they
either worked at or had a job or business are
currently employed. Current employment in-
cludes paid work as an employee of someone
else; self-employment in business, farming, or
professional practice; and unpaid work in a
family business or farm. Persons who were tem-
porarily absent from a job or business because of
a temporary illness, vacation, strike, or bad
weather are considered as currently employed if
they expected to work as soon as the particular
event causing the absence no longer existed.

Industry Classification Census Code SIC Code
AGriculture.....ceeeecensrerassscassas! 017-019, A 01,07
{except 0713)

Forestry and fisheries...ccc.ees 027-028 08, 09
Mining 047-057 10-14
CONSLrUCLION. ..cceeecrmceccaneenns 067-077,B 15-17
Manufacturing......cceceesnmeeeens 107-398, C 19-39, 0713
Transportation and public

utilities 407-479, D 40-49

Wholesale and retail trade....
Finance, insurance, and

real estate.memcesiresecersnsennen 707-718 60-67
Services and miscellaneous.. | 727-897, H, J, K 70-89
Public administration.......... 907-937, LM 91-g4
UnKNOWN..cccorierinnmasrersncsnanee 999 99

507-698, E,F,G | 50-59

Figure V. Industry categories by Census code and standard
industrial classification manual code
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Free-lance workers are considered currently em-
ployed if they had a definite arrangement with
one employer or more to work for pay accord-
ing to a weekly or monthly schedule, either full
time or part time. .

Excluded from the currently employed popu-
lation are persons who have no definite employ-
ment schedule but work only when their services
are needed. Also excluded from the currently
employed population are (1) persons receiving
revenue from an enterprise but not participating
in its operation, (2) persons doing housework or
charity work for which they receive no pay, (3)
seasonal workers during the portion of the year
they are not working, and (4) persons who are
not working, even though having a job or
business, but are on layoff or looking for
work.

The number of currently employed persons esti-
mated from the Health Interview Survey (HIS)
will differ from the estimates prepared from the
Current Population Survey (CPS) of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census for several reasons. In ad-
ditionto sampling variability they include three
primary conceptual differences, namely: (1) HIS

estimates are for persons 17 years of age and
over; CPS estimates are for persons 16 years of
age and over. (2) HIS uses a 2-week reference
period, while CPS uses a l-week reference pe-
riod. (3) HIS is a continuing survey with sepa-
rate samples taken weekly; CPS is a monthly
sample taken for the survey week which includes
the 12th of the month.

Currently unemployed.—Persons 17 years of age
and over who during the 2-week period prior to in-
terview did not work or had no job or business
but were looking for work and those who had a
job but were on layoff or looking for work are
considered currently unemployed.

Not in labor force.—Persons not in the
labor force are all persons under 17 years of age
and other persons who did not at any time dur-
ing the 2-week period covered by the interview
have a job or business, were not looking for
work, and were not on layoff from a job. In
general, persons excluded from the labor force
are children under 17, retired persons, physically
handicapped persons unable to work, and house-
wives or charity workers who receive no pay.
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APPENDIX il

PROBE QUESTIONS FOR DISABILITY DAYS AND RECORDING FORM

This survey is being conducted to collect information on the Nation’s health. [ will ask about visits to
doctors and dentists, illness in the family, and other health related items. (Hand calendar)
The next few questions refer to the post 2 weeks, the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar,

beginning Monday, {date) , and ending this past Sunday, (date) .

Y (4b)

4a, Duaring ﬂ:ose 2 weeks, did —~ stay in bed because of any illness or injury? 4o} 5o N If age:
________________________________________________________________________________ —-—- 17+ (5,
s ()s)
b. Duting that 2-week period, how many days did —— stay in bed all or most of the day? b, Days Under 6 (8)
5. During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness or injury keep —— from work? 5,
(For females): not counting work around the house? WL days (7}
00 [] None (8)
6. During those 2 weeks, how many doys did illness or injury keep —— from school? 'S sLd
E—— ays
00 ] None (8)
If one or more days in 4b, ask 7; otherwise go to 8. o
7. On how many of these —~~ days lost from { :':l:tol } did ~— stay in bed all or most of the day? 7 oo O N:::
in bed
8a. (NOT COUNTING the day(s) { ‘ lost from work } ) Ba.| 1 Y
lost from school
Were there any (other) days during the past 2 weeks that —— cut down on the things H N (9)
lle vsually does because of illness or injory? ] I
in bed
b. {Again, not counting the day(s) { lost from work } ) b. Days
lost from school 06 [ None
During thot period, how many (other) days did he cut down for as much as a day?
If one or more days in 4-8, ask 9; otherwise go to next person.
stay in bed Enter condition In ltem C
9a. What condition caused —— to miss work during the past 2 weeks? 9a, Ask 9b
miss school
cut down
stay in bed v
b. Did any other condition cause him to miss work during that period? b
miss school N (NP)

0

. What condition?

cut down

Enter condition in item C
Reask 9b

v U, S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1978 260 937/14
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES

Formerly Public Health Service Publication No. 1000

Series 1. Programs and Collection Procedures.—Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and
other material necessary for understanding the data.

Series 2. Data Evaluation and Methods Research.—Studies of new statistical methodology including experimental
tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques,
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.

Series 3. Analytical Studies.—Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.

Series 4. Documents and Committee Reports.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.

Series 10. Data from the Health Interview Survey.—Statistics on illness; accidental injuries; disability; use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and other health-related topics, based on data collected in
a continuing national household interview survey.

Series 11. Data from the Health Examination Survey.—Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific disecases in the United States and
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac-
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an
explicit finite universe of persons.

Series 12. Data from the Institutionalized Population Surveys.—Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13,

Series 13. Data on Health Resources Utilization.—Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.

Series 14. Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. —Statistics on the numbers, geographic distrib-
ution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu-
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Series 20. Data on Mortality.—Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
serics analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on
sample surveys of those records.

Series 21. Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce.—Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records.

Series 22. Data from the National Mortality and Natality Surveys.—Discontinued cffective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.

Series 23. Data from the National Survey of Family Growth.—Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso-
lution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey of
a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 1544 years of age.

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to:  Scientific and Technical Information Branch
National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service
Hyattsville, Md. 20782
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