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HEALTH CHARACTERISTICS 

OF PERSONS WITH CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION 

Charles S. Wilder, Division of Health Interview Statistics 

INTRODUCTION 

During 1974 an estimated 29,292,OOO persons 
were reported in health interviews to be limited 
in activity to some degree due to chronic disease 
or impairment. Thus about 14.1 percent of the 
civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the 
United States was classified as limited in activ­
ity. Limitation of activity is defined as the 
inability to carry on the major activity of one’s 
age-sex group, such as working, keeping house, 
or going to school; restriction in the amount or 
kind of major activity; or restriction in relation 
to other activities such as recreational, church, 
or civic interests. 

This report compares selected health charac­
teristics of the 14.1 percent of the population 
reported as limited with those of the 85.9 
percent reported as not limited in activity. The 
health characteristics to be discussed are: use of 
physician. services, short-stay hospitals, and 
dental services; several measures of illness and 
injury-incidence of acute conditions and per-
sons injured; and number of days of restricted 

, activity and bed disability. Rates and percent­
ageshave been computed by degree of limitation 
and age and by sex and age for the total number 
of persons with activity limitation and the 
number without limitation. 

It will be shown in this report that the 14.1 
percent of the population that experience activ­
ity limitation use a disproportionate share of 
certain medical services and a large portion of 
the short-term disability days; The magnitude of 
the impact may be seen in figure 1. Of the total 

short-stay hospital days among those who sur­
vived hospital episodes during 1974, about 56 
percent were accounted for by persons limited 
in activity. These 14.1 percent of the population 
accounted for about one-half (49.6 percent) of 
all of the restricted-activity days among the 
civilian, noninstitutionalized population. Among 
the variables shown in figure 1, only in the cases 
of dental visits (13.0 percent) and incidence of 
acute conditions (12.3 percent) did persons 
limited in activity account for proportions of 
health-related events similar to the proportion of 
limited persons in the genera1population. 

Some portion of the large share of the total 
for a health characteristic by limited persons is 
explained by the age distribution of these 
persons. About two-thirds of all limited persons 
are 45 years of age and over. In eneral, use of 
medical services and short-term 4 ‘sability accel­
erates with the aging process. Also, rehabilita­
tion of limited persons and care of the under-
lying chronic conditions contribute to the use of 
services and to short-term disability. 

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS 
OF THE DATA 

The information from the Health Interview 
Survey presented in this report is based on data 
collected in a continuing nationwide survey 
conducted by household interview. Each week a 
probability sample of households is interviewed 
by trained personnel of the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census to obtain information about the health 
and other characteristics of each member of the 
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Persons with LA due to chronic 
conditions as percent of total 
population 

Physician visits for persons with 
LA as percent of total physician 28.5 
visits 

Short-stay hospital discharges for 
persons with LA as percent of 
total short-stay hospital days 

Persons with LA due to chronic 
conditions as percent of total 
population 

Dental visits for persons with LA 
as percent of total dental visits 

Incidence of acute conditions for 
persons with LA as percent of 
total acute conditions 

Restricted-activity days for per-
sons with LA as percent of 
total restricted-activity days 

Bed-disability days for persons 
with LA as percent of total 
bed-disability days 

0 10 20 30 40 50 80 70 
PERCENT OF TOTAL FOR 

SPECIFIC HEALTH CHARACTERISTIC 

Figure 1. Percent of total for specified health characteristics 
reported by persons with limitation of activity (LA) due to 
chronic conditions. 

household in the civilian, noninstitutionalized 
population of the United States. During the 52 
weeks in 1974 the sample was composed of 
approximate19 40,000 households containing 
about 116,000 persons living at the time of the 
interview. 

A description of the design of the survey, the 
methods used in estimation, and general qualifi­
cations of the data obtained from this survey is 
presented in appendix I. Since the estimates 
shown in this report are based on a sample of 
the population, they are subject to sampling 
error. Therefore, particular attention should be 
paid to the section entitled “Reliability of 
Estimates.” Sampling errors for most of the 
estimates are of relatively low magnitude. How-
ever, where an estimated number or the numer­
ator or denominator of a rate or percentage is 
small, the sampling error may be high. Charts of 
relative sampling errors and instructions for their 
use are shown in appendix I. 

Certain terms used in this report are defined 
in appendix II. Some of the terms have special­
ized meanings for the purpose of the survey. For 
example, estimates of the incidence of acute 
conditions include, T,vith certain exceptions, 
those conditions that had started within 2 weeks 
and that involved either medical attention or 
restricted activity. The exceptions, listed in 
appendix II, are certain conditions such as heart 
trouble and diabetes that are always considered 
to be chronic regardles.; of duration or onset. 

Appendix III illustrates the probe questions 
used to obtain reports of the health topics. The 
condition page, hospital page, and doctor visit 
page that provide further information about 
each event are also presented. 

HEALTH CHARACTERISTICS 
OF PERSONS LIMITED IN ACTIVITY 

The estimated 29.3 million persons with 
limitation of activity due to chronic disease or 
impairment include 14.3 million males and 15.0 
million females (table 1). However, as percent-
ages of the population, the relative proportions 
by sex of limited persons are approximately 
equal: 14.3 percent of all males compared with 
14.0 of the females. When the proportions by 
sex are examined by age, the percentages of 
males limited in activity in the age groups 45-64 
and 65 years and over clearly exceed the 
percentages of females in these two age groups, 
For younger persons the sex differences are 
negligible. 

About half of all limited persons are limited 
in the amount or kind of major activity, that is 
the ability to work, keep house, or go to school. 
About one in each four limited persons is unable 
to carry on his or her major activity. The 
remaining one-fourth are able to carry on the 
major activity but are limited in other ways. 
Males have a higher proportion of persons who 
are unable to carry on major activity than do 
females. As age increases, the percentage of 
severely limited persons increases rapidly. 

Tables 2-13 present numbers and rates or 
percentages of the health characteristics speci­
fied above by activity limitation status, sex, and 
age’. Unadjusted and age-adjusted rates or per­
centages for the health characteristics are pre­
sented in table A by individual limitation status 
and in table B by sex and limitation status. Age 
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Table A. Unadjusted and age-adjusted percentages or rates of selected health characteristics, by chronic activity limitation status: United States, 1974 

With limitation of activity 

Health characteristic Total 
copulation 

With no 
imitation 
rf activity Total 

Limited 
but not in 

major 
activity’ 

Limited in Unable to 
amount or carry on

kind of majormajor 
activity’ 

activity’ 

Percent of persons with one or more physician visits 
within a year of interview 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.3 73.4 87.0 84.9 87.2 88.8 
Age-adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.3 73.1 87.9 86.0 88.2 90.6 

Number of physician visits per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.9 4.1 10.0 7.2 10.4 12.1 
Ageadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.9 4.1 10.2 7.3 11.3 14.0 

Number of physician visits in the office per person 
per Year 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . 3.4 2.9 6.7 4.9 7.2 7.7 
Ageadjusted . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.4 2.9 6.6 4.9 7.4 8.6 

Percent of persons with one or more short-stay hospital episodes 
within a year of interview 

Unadjusted . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.7 8.6 23.6 15.2 22.9 34.1 
Age-adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.7 8.7 21.6 14.4 22.0 41.6 

Number of discharges from short-stay hospitals per 100 persons 
per year 

Unadjusted . , . . . . , . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.1 10.3 37.5 20.1 33.8 64.0 
Age-adjusted:! . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.1 10.5 33.3 18.6 31.8 81.3 

Average length of stay for discharges from 
short-stay hospitals 

Unadjusted . . . . . . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.4 5.9 12.4 8.7 10.2 16.2 
Ageadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.4 6.5 12.3 8.2 9.5 19.2 

Percent of persons with one or more dental visits 
within a year of interview 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.3 51.1 38.7 51.7 38.8 24.9 
&a-adjusted2 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.3 50.3 47.8 56.8 44.7 30.2 

Number of dental visits per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.7 1.7 1.5 2.0 1.5 1.0 
Age.adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.7 1.7 1.8 2.1 1.8 1.1 

Incidence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . 175.7 179.5 152.6 180.5 161.8 103.1 
Age.adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175.7 170.5 36.9 212.2 232.1 183.0 

Number of persons injured per 100 persons per year 
Unadiusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.5 28.3 29.9 29.8 32.6 24.5 
Age-adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.5 27.1 36.8 31.9 l43.6 

-

Days of restricted activity per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.2 10.1 60.4 26.3 55.7 106.5 
Aga-adjusted2 , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.2 10.2 50.6 26.1 50.5 100.0 

Days of bed disability per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.7 4.2 22.3 8.3 16.7 49.2 
Age-adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.7 4.2 18.9 8.5 16.7 48.8 

‘Major actiwty refers to ahlIlly to work. keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
‘Aw-adju$ted, by the direct method, to the age distribution of the total, civilian, noninstitutionafized population of the United States. 
3Ageadjurt~, by the direct method, to the age distribution of the discharges from short-stay hospitals of the total. civilian, noninstitutionaltzed population of the United StateS. 

3 



-- 

-- -- 

-- 

Table B. Unadjusted and age-adjusted percentages or rates of selected health characteristics of males or females, by chronic activity limitation status: 
United States, 1974 

T Male i= Female 

Health characteristic Limited Limited
Not Not

Population 
mited 

in Population 
imited 

in 
activity activity 

Percent of persons with one or more physician visits 
within a year of interview 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71.2 69.0 84.1 79.2 77.5 89.8 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 .I 68.5 85.2 79.1 77.3 90.5 

Number of physician visits per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.3 3.5 8.7 5.6 4.7 11.2 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.3 3.5 8.8 5.5 4.7 11.6 

Number of physician visits in the office per person 
per year 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.9 2.4 5.9 3.9 3.3 7.5 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.9 2.4 5.6 3.8 3.3 7.7 

Percent of persons with one or moreshort-stay hospital episodes 
within a year of interview 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.8 6.4 23.1 12.5 10.6 24.1 
Age-adjusted’ . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 9.0 6.8 19.9 12.3 10.5 23.4 

Number of discharges from short-stay hospitals per 100 persons 
per year 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.1 7.9 37.6 16.0 12.5 37.5 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 12.5 8.3 31.3 15.8 12.5 36.3 

Average length of stay for discharges from 
short-stay hospitals 

Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.8 6.4 14.1 7.4 5.7 10.8 
Age-adjusted2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.6 6.8 14.15 7.5 6.3 10.0 

Percent of persons with one or more dental visits 
within a year of interview 

Unadjusted ...................................... 47.5 49.1 38.:2 51.0 52.9 39.2 
Age-adjusted’ .................................... 47.2 48.1 46.4 51.3 52.2 49.3 

Number of dental visits per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.8 1.8 1.6 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5 1.5 1 .I) 1.8 1.8 1.8 

Incidence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171.6 176.8 140.5 179.5 182.0 164.1 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168.4 164.5 210.0 162.2 176.0 222.4 

Number of persons injured per 100 persons per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.6 34.4 28.6 23.8 22.6 31.2 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.2 32.5 39.4 24.0 22.0 33.6 

Days of restricted activity per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.6 9.4 53.1 18.7 10.7 67.4 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.0 9.5 44.0 18.2 10.8 57.3 

Days of bed disability per person per year 
Unadjusted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 5.8 3.6 19.1 7.5 4.6 25.3 
Age-adjusted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 3.6 15.6 7.4 4.6 22.4 -. 

‘Age-adjusted. by the direct method, to the age distribution of the total, civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the United States. 
2Age-adjusted. by the direct method. to the age distribution of the discharges from short-stay hospitals of the total, civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the Unitad 

states. 
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adjustment by the direct method has been 
employed to remove the effects on the crude 
rates of differing age distributions of the limited 
and not limited groups. The limited groups tend 
to be much older than the not limited group. 
Figures 2-13 present age-adjusted rates or per­
centages so that relationships between the not 
limited group and limited groups can be seen 
easily. In the text discussion about each health 
characteristic the age-adjusted data have been 
used in the comparisons. 

Use of Physician Services 

A substantially larger percentage of limited 
persons than of not limited persons were re-
ported in health interviews in 1974 as having 
seen a physician at least once during the 12 
months prior to the interview (table A and 
figure 2). This differential in percentage was also 

100 
t 

so ­

ao-

70 -

l @J-

Lt 

i 6o 

E 40 -

30 -

20 -

10 -

“-

LAS=Limited but not in major activity 


LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 


LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 


90.6 

86.0 

-
Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 2. Age-adusted percent of persons in each chronic activ­
ity limitation status with one or more physician visits within 
a year of interview. 

evident in the data by sex (table B). Among the 
three groups of limited persons, there was little 
difference in this percentage except that those in 
the most severely limited group had a higher 
percentage with a physician visit than persons in 
the least severely limited group. 

Exclusive of visits to inpatients of hospitals, 
the number of physician visits per person per 
year rose steadily from a low rate of 4.1 visits 
for not limited-persons to a high of 14.0 visits 
for persons unable to carry on major activity 
(figure 3). The rate for all limited persons was 
about 2% times as large as that for the not 
limited group. This same ratio was also observed 
by sex. Thus about 28.5 percent of all physician 
visits were for persons with limitation of activity 
(table 3). 

Table 4 and figure 4 present data on physician 
visits occurring in the doctor’s office. The 
purpose was to determine whether limited per-
sons were able to go to the physician’s office 
relatively as easily as persons whose activity was 
not limited. There was no difference in accessi­
bility to the office except for the most severely 
limited group. The latter group reported rela­
tively fewer office visits than the other groups 
did. Overall, 68.8 percent of all physician visits 
took place in the physician’s office. However, 

LAS=Limited but not in major activity 

LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 
16 LAl=Unable to carry on major activity

t 

Not hmited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 3. Age-adjusted number of physician visits per person per 
year, by chronic activity limitation status. 
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LAB=Limited but not in major activity 

LAZ=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 

(I) 10 I- LAWJnable to carry on major activity 

Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 4. Age-adjusted number of physician visits in the office 
per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status. 

for persons unable to carry on  ma jor activity, 
this percentage fell to 64.0 percent. 

Use of Short-Stay Hospitals 

In 1974  an  estimated 10.7 percent of the 
entire civilian, noninstitutionalized population 
reported a stay of at least one  night in a hospital 
within a year of interview (table 5). As shown in 
figure 5, severely lim ited persons (LAl) had  a 
proportion about four times as large as the 
average percentage for the total population. The  
percent of persons with the lowest degree of 
lim itation and  at least one  hospital episode was 
approximately double that of the not lim ited 
group (a ratio of 1.7 to 1). A lower percent of 
ma les than of females with lim ited activity had  
an  episode in a short-stay hospital. 

Figure 6 shows that the number of hospital 
discharges per 100  persons per year increases 
sharply with severity of lim itation. The  rate for 
persons unable to carry on  ma jor activity (81.3) 
is about four times as large as that for persons 
with the least severe lim itation (18.6). Persons 
whose activity was lim ited exper ienced about 
37.5 percent of all short-stay hospital discharges 
reported for the reference periods preceding the 
health interview (table 6). They also reported 
55.6 percent of the total 245.3 m illion days in 
short-stay hospitals. Persons who were unable to 
carry on  ma jor activity reported an  age-adjusted 
average length of stay of 19.2 days compared 

LA3=Limited but not in major activity 


LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 


LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 


Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 5. Age-adjusted percert of persons in each chronic activ­
ity limitation status with one or more short-stay hospital epi­
sodes within a year of interview. 

LA3=Limited but not in major activity 

LA ’t=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 

90 lAl=lJnable to carry on major activity 

z t 31.3 

Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONICACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure6. Age-adjusted number of discharges from short-stay 
hospitals per 100 persons [per year, by chronic activity iimi­
tation status. 
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with 6.5 days for not limited persons (figure 7 
and table 7). 

Use of Dental Services 

A relationship between the use of dental 
services and degree of chronic activity limitation 
would not be expected for age-adjusted data. 
However, as shown in figures 8 and 9, there is a 
relationship. Persons who were not limited in 
major activity but who were otherwise limited 

LAB=Limited but not in major activity 


LAZ=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 


LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 


Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 7. Age-adjusted average length of stay for discharge from 
short-stay hospitals, by chronic activity limitation status. 

LAB-Limited but not in major activity 


LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 


LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 


Not limited IA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 8. Age-adjusted percent of persons in each chronic activ­
ity limitation sta%s with one or more dental visits within a 
year of interview. 

LA3=Lin&d but not in major activityle “t LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 

LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 

Not limited LA3 fA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 9. Age-adjusted number of dental visits per person per 
year, by chronic activity limitation status. 

had a higher percentage with one or more visits 
in the year prior to interview than not limited 
persons did. In addition, two limited groups also 
reported higher rates of dental visits per person 
per year. Persons with limitation of major 
activity had a lower percentage reporting a 
dental visit in the past year. Persons who were 
unable to carry on major activity reported a 
lower rate of dental visits than persons who were 
not limited in activity did. Examination of table 
9 shows that the age-specific rates for the most 
severely limited group tended to be lower in the 
three age groups for which rates are shown. 

Incidence of Acute Conditions 

During 1974 the incidence of acute illnesses 
and injuries requiring medical attention or re­
duced daily activity varied considerably among 
the activity limitation statuses (figure 10). The 
not limited group and the most severely limited 
group had the lowest incidence rates per 100 
persons per year, while the persons who were 
limited in amount or kind of major activity and 
those limited in activities other than the major 
activity had the highest rates. 

Persons injured 

The number of persons injured per 100 
persons per year varied to some extent by 
limitation status. (figure 11). Persons limited in 
amount or kind of major activity had a substan­
tially higher rate of injury than did the not 
limited group. The term “person injured” means 
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that a person is counted only once if he sustains 
one or more injuries in a single event; however, 
in the incidence of acute illnesses or injuries 
each injury was counted. Thus if a person has a 

LAB=Limited but not in major activity 


LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 


LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 


Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 10. Age-adjusted incidence of acute conditions per 100 
persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status. 

LA3=Limited but not in major activity 


LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 


LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 


Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMI’CATION STATUS 

Figure 	 11. Age-adjusted number of persons injured per 100 per-
sons per year, by chronic activity limitation status. 

motor vehicle accident and sustains three in 
juries (e.g., a broken leg, a contusion on the 
forehead, and a laceration on the arm), thret 
injuries are counted. in the incidence of acute 

LA+Limited but not in major rctlvlty 

LA:hLimitsd in amount or kind of major wztivlty 

LAl=Unable to carry on major activity 

100.0 

E 30 

20 
Y 
0 

9 10 

55 
0 

Not limited IA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION STATlJS 

Figure 12. Age-adjusted number of days of restricted activity 
per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status. 

LA3-Limited but not in major activity 

LA2=Limited in amount or kind of major activity 

LAPUnaMe to carry on major activity 

Not limited LA3 LA2 LA1 

CHRONIC k\CTIVITY LIMITATION STATUS 

Figure 13. Age-adjusted number of days of bed disability per 
person per year, by chranic activity limitation status. 
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conditions and only one is added to the count of 
persons injured. 

Short-Term Disability Days 

The term “short-term disability days” refers 
to those days of restricted activity and other 
such temporary days of disability associated 
with an acute illness or injury or a current 
episode of disability associated with a chronic 
disease or impairment. Short-term disability is 
used to distinguish such disability from that 
associated with long-term disability such as 
chronic limitation of activity. For instance, a 
person who was limited in amount or kind of 
major activity due to arthritis may have experi­
enced episodes of illness incapacitating him due 
to flareups in activity of his arthritis and may 
also have experienced acute illnesses at other 
times which required restricted activity, bed 

000 

disability, or s.ome other form of short-term 
disability: 

There was considerable variation in the num­
ber of restricted-activity and bed-disability days 
per person per year by chronic activity limita­
tion status. The not limited group had the 
lowest rates of disability days (figures 12 and 
13). For both types of disability days there was 
a progressive increase in rates with severity of 
limitation. 

In conclusion, it should be emphasized that 
persons in long-term-care settings, such as nurs­
ing homes, have been excluded from these 
statistics. Were these statistics to include data on 
that portion of the approximately 1.5 million 
persons residing in long-term-care institutions 
who are limited in activity as well, the impact of 
the number of health services and disability days 
utilized by persons limited in activity due to 
chronic illness and impairments would be even 
more dramatic than the data offered in the 
present report. 
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Table 1. Total population end number and percent distribution - of persons bv age and sex, according to chronic activitv limitation statue: United States, 
1974 

II I II With limitation of activity 

TotalSex and age Icopulation hn!~!~of ‘Total ~ 
actwty’ 

Both sexes Number of persons in thousands 

All ages ...................... I207,344 178,052 29,292 7,295 15,078 6,919 

Under 17 years .................... 
17.44 years ...................... 
4664 years ...................... 
66 years and over ................... 

Male-

All agas ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4864ysars ...................... 
86 years and over ................... 

Female 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
1744years ...................... 
4b64years ...................... 
66 years and over .................... 

62,957 60,652 2,305 1,106 1,064 135 
80,782 73,633 7,149 2,606 3,704 838 
42,864 32,536 10.327 2,219 5,715 2,393 
20,741 11,230 9,511 1,365 4,594 3,552 

100,030 65,755 14,275 3,575 5,591 5,109 

32,080 30,796 1,283 603 600 61 
38,952 35,364 3,566 1,445 1,567 556 
20,420 15,260 5,160 1,112 2,135 1,913 

8,576 4,315 4,263 416 1,266 2,559 

107,314 92,298 15,017 3.720 9.487 1,610 

30.678 29,656 1,022 503 464 54 
41,629 36,249 3,580 1,161 2,137 282 
22,444 17,277 5,167 1,107 3,580 480 
12,163 6,916 5,247 949 3,306 993 

Both sexes Percent distribution 

All ages ...................... 

Undar 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4b64 years ...................... 
65yearsandover ................... 

Male-

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
46-64 years ...................... 
66 years and over ................... 

Female 

All ages ...................... 

Undrr 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4b64 yews ...................... 
66vwrsandovar ................... 

100.0 85.9 14.1 3.5 I 7.3 I 3.3 

100.0 96.3 3.7 1.6 1.7 0.2 
100.0 91.2 8.6 3.2 4.6 1.0 
100.0 75.9 24.1 5.2 13.3 5.6 
100.0 54.1 45.9 6.8 22.1 17.1 

100.0 65.7 14.3 3.6 5.6 5.1 

100.0 96.0 4.0 1.9 1.9 0.3 
100.0 90.6 9.2 3.7 4.0 1.4 
100.0 74.7 25.3 5.4 10.5 9.4 
100.0 50.3 49.7 4.8 15.0 29.6 

100.0 66.0 14.0 3.5 6.6 1.7 

100.0 96.7 3.3 1.6 1.5 0.2 
100.0 91.4 6.6 2.6 5.1 0.7 
100.0 77.0 23.0 4.9 16.0 2.1 
100.0 56.9 43.1 7.6 27.2 6.2 

l~ajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in 

Curmnt Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 
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Table 2. Number of persons with one or more physician visits within a year of interview and percent of persons, by chronic activity limitation status, sax, 
and age: United States, 1974 

I With limitation of activity 

Sex and age 
population ‘i”z%? ~ITotal 

Both sexes Number of persons in thousands 

All ages ...................... 156.205 130.711 25,495 6,195 13,154 6,146 

Under 17 years .................... 46,742 44,672 2.070 975 967 128 
17-44 years ...................... 61,763 55,533 6,230 2,277 3,212 742 
4564 years ............ _ ......... 31,682 22,666 9,017 1,824 5,051 2,142 
65 years and over ................... 16,018 7.841 8,178 1,120 3,925 3,134 

Male-

All ages ...................... 71 ,179 59,170 12,009 2,942 4,566 4,481 

Under 17 years .................... 24.032 22,890 1,143 525 543 74 
17-44 years ...................... 26,577 23,609 2,968 1,219 1,258 490 
4564 years ...................... 14,179 9,818 4,361 878 1,788 1,695 
65 years and over ................... 6,391 2,853 3,537 319 996 2,222 

Female 

All ages ...................... 85,027 71,541 13,486 3,253 8,568 1,664 

Under 17yaars .................... 22,709 * 21,782 927 449 424 54 
17-44 years ...................... 35,186 31,924 3,263 1,058 1,954 251 
45-64 years ...................... 17,503 12,848 4,655 946 3,262 447 
65 years and over ................... 9,628 4,987 4,640 800 2,929 911 

Both sexes Percent 

All ages ...................... 75.3 73.4 87.0 84.9 87.2 88.8 

Under 17 years .................... 74.2 73.7 89.8 88.2 90.9 94.8 
17-44 years ...................... 76.5 75.4 87.1 87.4 86.7 68.5 
4564 years ...................... 73.9 69.7 87.3 82.2 88.4 89.6 
65 years and over ................... 77.2 69.8 86.0 82.1 85.4 88.2 

Male-

All ages ...................... 71.2 89.0 84.1 82.3 82.0 87.7 

Under 17 years .................... 74.9 74.3 89.1 87.1 90.5 91.4 
17-44 years ...................... 68.2 66.7 83.2 94.4 80.3 99.1 
4564 years ...................... 69.4 64.3 84.5 79.0 83.7 88.6 
65 years and over ................... 74.5 66.1 83.0 76.7 77.3 86.8 

Female 

All ages ...................... 79.2 77.5 89.8 87.4 90.3 91.9 

Under17years.. .................. 73.5 73.0 90.7 89.3 91.4 100.0 
17-44 years ...................... 84.1 83.5 91 .l 91 .l 91.4 89.0 
45-64years ...................... 78.0 74.4 90.1 85.5 91.1 93.1 
65yearsandover ................... 79.2 72.1 88.4 84.3 88.6 91.7 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 

12 



Table 3. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sax, and age: United States, -
Sex and age 

Both sexes 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
1744 years ...................... 
46-64 years ...................... 
65 years and over ................... 

Male-

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years ..................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4564 years ...................... 
85 years and over ................... 

Female 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
46-64 years ...................... 
66 years and over ................... 

Both sexes 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
46-64 years ...................... 
66 years and ovar ................... 

Male-

All ages ...................... 

Under 17yeers ................... 
1744yeers ...................... 
4bWyears ...................... 
86 veers and over ................... 

Female 

Allages.. .................... 

Under 17years ................... 
1744yeers ..................... 
4644yeerr ..................... 
BLyeers and over .................. 

1974 

II I With limitation of activity 

Tota!P’opulatron ‘irn:~~iof ~1 
733.078 

Number of physician visits in thousands 

83,459.025.340 

260,689 237,530 1,957 
388,545 312,441 12.778 
236,503 131,705 29,584 
139,603 51,402 39,131 

427,042 302,313 124.729 22,882 54,474 

137,456 124,766 12,690 4.824 6,916 l 

132,906 104,328 28,578 7,794 14,055 6,729 

45,531 
57,141 19,211 371930 2,801 9,174 25,954 

598,298 
/I I 

430,765 167,533 29,672 I 108,884 28,976 

123,233 112,784 10,470 4,033 5,430 1,007 
255,639 208,113 47,525 10,494 30,983 6,049 
136,983 77,697 59,266 9,100 41,423 8,743 

82,462 32,191 it-50,271 6,046 31,049 13.177 

Number of physician visits per person per year 

4.9 4.1 10.0 11 7.2 10.4 12.1 

4.1 3.9 8.0 11.6 14.5 
4.8 4.2 7.0 12.2 15.2 
5.5 4.0 7.4 10.3 12.4 
8.7 4.8 6.5 8.8 11 .o 

99,540 54,008 lt- 7.264 17,427 20,841 

4.3 3.5 6.3 8.5 10.7 

4.3 4.1 8.0 11.5 l 

3.4 2.9 5.4 9.0 12.1 
4.9 3.5 6.5 8.2 10.9 
6.7 4.5 8.7 7.1 10.1 

5.6 4.7 8.0 11.5 16.0 

4.0 3.8 10.2 8.0 11.7 18.6 
6.1 5.4 13.3 9.0 14.5 21.5 
6.1 4.5 11.5 8.2 11.6 18.2 
6.8 4.7 9.6 6.4 9.4 13.3 

lMejor ectivity refers to l bility to work, keep house, or engege in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 4. Number of physician visits in the office (including prepaid group) and number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic activity 
limitation status, sex, and age: United States, 1974 

II I With limitation of activity 

Sex and age 

Both sexes Number of physician visits in thousands 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
45-54 years ...................... 
65 years and over ................... 

Male-

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4564 years ...................... 
65 years and over ................... 

Female 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4564 years ...................... 
65 years and over ................... 

705,059 507,780 197.279 35,953 107.933 

161,808 146,952 14,856 5,860 7,667 
262,422 215,178 47,244 11,383 28,963 
175,226 103,622 71,604 11.577 41,399 
105,602 42,028 63,575 7,133 29,905 

286,759 201,840 84,919 15,356 33,434 

84,341 76,723 7,618 3,186 3,755 
85,321 68,123 17.198 4,857 9,159 
72,603 41,465 31,138 4,982 12,868 
44,494 15,529 28.965 2,331 7,652 

418,300 305,490 112,359 20,598 74,499 

77,467 70,229 7,238 2,674 3,911 
177,100 147,055 30.046 6,526 19,804 
102,623 62,158 401466 6,595 28,531 

61,109 26,499 34,610 4,802 22,253 

Both sexes Number of physician visits per person per year 

All ages ...................... 3.4 2.9 6.7 

Under 17 years .................... 2.6 2.4 6.4 5.3 7.2 
17-44 years ...................... 3.2 2.9 6.6 4.4 7.8 
4564 years ...................... 4.1 3.2 6.9 5.2 7.2 
65 years and over ................... 5.1 3.7 6.7 5.2 6.5 

Male-

pllages ...................... 2.9 2.4 5.9 4.3 6.0 

Under 17 years .................... 2.6 2.5 5.9 5.3 6.3 
17-44 years ...................... 2.2 1.9 4.8 3.4 5.8 
45-64 years ...................... 3.6 2.7 6.0 4.5 6.0 
65 years and over ................... 5.2 3.6 6.8 5.6 5.9 

Female 

All ages ...................... 3.9 3.3 7.5 5.5 7.9 

Under 17 years .................... 2.5 2.4 7.1 5.3 a.4 
1744 years ...................... 4.2 3.8 8.4 5.6 9.3 
4564 years ...................... 4.6 3.6 7.8 6.0 8.0 
65 years and over ................... 5.0 3.8 6.6 5.1 6.7 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 

53,392 

1,330 
6,898 

18,629 
26,536 

36,130 

l 

3,182 
13,289 
18,982 

17,263 

I 

3,716 
6,340 
7,554 

7.7 

9.9 
8.2 
7.8 
7.5 

7.1 

c 

5.7 
6.9 
7.4 

9.5 

l 

13.2 
11.1 

7.6 
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Table 5. Number of persons with one or more short-stay hospital episodes within a year of intelview and percent of persons, by chronic activity 
limitation siatus, sex, and age: United States, 1974 

-

I II With limitation of activity 

Total
Sax and age copulation 

Both sexes Number of persons in thousands 

All ages ...................... t 22,182 15,255 6,927 1,112 3,454 1 2,361 

Under 17 years .................... 3,574 3,215 360 121 171 68 
17-44 years ...................... 9,672 7,954 1,718 415 954 349 
4564 years ...................... 5,450 2,933 2,517 356 1,372 789’ 
66 years and over ................... 3,486 1,154 2,332 219 958 1,156 

Male-

All ages ...................... 8,818 5,513 3,304 1,226 1,629 

Under 17 years .................... 1,901 1,718 184 53 95 36 
17-44 years ...................... 2,748 2,042 706 154 340 211 
4564 years ...................... 2,624 1,293 1,331 178 554 600 
66 years and over ................... 1,545 461 1,084 64 238 782 

Female 

All ages ...................... 13,364 9,742 3,622 663 2,228 732 

Under 17 years .................... 1,673 1,497 176 68 75 * 

17-44 years ...................... 6,924 5,912 1,012 261 614 137 
4564 years ...................... 2,826 1,641 1,186 178 818 189 
66 years and over ................... 1,941 692 1,249 155 720 374 

Both sexes Percent 

All ages ...................... 10.7 8.6 23.6 15.2 22.9 34.1 

Under 17 years .................... 5.7 5.3 15.6 10.9 16.1 56.4 
17-44 years ...................... 12.0 10.8 24.0 15.9 25.8 41.6 
45-64 years ...................... 12.7 9.0 24.4 16.0 24.0 33.0 
66 years and over ................... 16.8 10.3 24.5 16.0 20.9 32.5 

Male-

All ages ...................... 8.8 6.4 23.1 12.6 21.9 31.9 

Under 17 years .................... 5.9 5.6 14.3 8.8 15.8 44.4 
17-44 wars ...................... 7.1 5.8 19.8 10.7 21.7 37.9 
45-64 years ...................... 12.9 8.5 25.8 16.0 25.9 31.4 
65 years and over ................... 18.0 10.7 25.4 15.4 18.5 30.6 

Female 

All ages ...................... 12.5 10.6 24.1 17.8 23.5 40.4 

Under 17 years .................... 5.4 5.0 17.2 13.5 16.2 l 

17-44 years ...................... 16.6 15.5 28.3 22.5 28.7 48.6 
45-64 years ...................... 12.6 9.5 23.0 16.1 22.8 39.4 
66vaarsandovar ................... 16.0 10.0 23.8 16.3 21.8 37.7 

‘Major activity refers to abilitv to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 6. Number of discharges from short-stay hospitals and number of discharges per 100 persons par year, by chronic activity limitstion status, sax, 
and age: United States, based on data collected in health interviews in 1974 -

With limitation of activity 

Sex and age I 
Both 

All ages ...................... 

sexes I Number of discharges in thousands 

Under 17 years .................... 4.437 3,963 474 142 207 125 
1744 years ...................... 12,133 9,367 2,766 638 1,490 738 
45-64 years ...................... 7.4B4 3,520 3,965 465 1,983 1,517 
65 years and over ................... 5,271 I ,482 3,789 323 1,416 uno 

Male 

All ages ...................... 12,119 6,752 5,366 590 1,775 3.002 

Under 17 years .................... 2,400 2,153 247 63 116 68 
1744 years ...................... 3,614 2,467 1.147 199 5:7 432 
4564 years ...................... 3,698 1,529 2,168 224 778 1,166 
ffiyearsandover ................... 2,408 602 1,806 105 3M 1,337 

Female 

All ages ...................... 17.206 11.581 6,625 878 3,320 1,427 

Under 17 years .................... 2,037 1,810 227 80 91 l 

17-44 years ...................... 8,519 6,9OC 1,618 339 973 306 
4564 years ...................... 3.787 1,990 1,797 241 1,205 351 
65 years and over ................... 2,863 880 1,983 218 1,052 713 

Both sexes Number of discharges per 100 persons per yea. 

All ages ...................... 14.1 64.0 

Under 17 years .................... 7.0 19.5 92.6 
1744 years ...................... 15.0 40.2 88.1 
4564 years ...................... 17.5 34.7 63.4 
66 years and over ................... 25.4 13.2 39.8 30.8 57.7 

Male -

All ages ...................... 12.1 7.9 37.6 58.8 

Under 17 years .................... 7.5 19.3 84.0 
1744 years ...................... 9.3 -7t-Y 33.0 77.7 
45-64 years ...................... 18.1 10.0 42.0 36.4 61.0 
66yearsandover ................... 28.1 14.0 42.4 28.3 52.2 

Female 

All ages ...................... 16.0 12.5 37.5 23.6 35.0 78.8 

Under 17 years .................... 6.6 6.1 22.2 19.6 l 

1744 years ...................... 20.4 18.0 45.2 45.5 168.5 
45.64 years ...................... 16.9 11.5 34.8 33.7 73.1 
86yearsandover ................... 23.5 12.7 37.8 31.8 71.8 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities, 
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Table 7. Number of hospital days and average length of stay for discharges from short-stay hospitals, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age: 
United States, based on data collected in health interviews in 1974 

II I With limitation of activity 

With no 
Sex and age Total limitation of Limited but Limited in Unable topopulation 

activity Total not in amount 
of 

or 
carry onkind

major activity’ major activity’ 
major activity1 

Both sexes Number of hospital days in thousands 

All ages ...................... 245,345 108,937 136,408 12,717 52,066 1 71,625 

Under 17 years .................... 25,313 19,588 5,725 l 1,088 3,808 
17-44 years ...................... 82,148 49,317 32,832 3,712 14,955 14,165 
4664 years ...................... 76,318 26,454 49,865 4,457 20,981 24,427 
65 years and over ................... 61,565 13,579 47,986 3,719 16,042 29,225 

Male-

Allages ...................... 118,690 43,070 75,619 5,419 19,874 50,326 

Under 17 years .................... 15,620 11,397 4,223 l * 3,225 
17.44years ...................... 30,850 14,394 16,456 1,420 5,933 9,103 
4664 years ...................... 43,952 12,097 31,856 2,074 9,609 20,173 
65 years and over ................... 28,267 5,183 23,084 1,516 3,743 17,825 

Female 

All ages ...................... 126,655 65,867 60,789 7,298 32,192 21,298 

Under 17 years .................... 9,693 8,190 1,502 l l + 

17-44 years ...................... 51,299 34,923 16,376 2,291 9,022 5,062 
4554years ...................... 32,366 14,357 18,009 2,383 11.372 4,253 
65 years and over ................... 33,298 8,396 24,902 2,203 11,300 11,400 

Both sexes Average length of stay in days 

All ages ....................... 8.4 5.9 12.4 8.7 10.2 16.2 

Under 17 years .................... 5.7 4.9 *12.1 6.3 30.6 
17.44 years ...................... 6.8 5.3 11.9 6.9 10.0 19.2 
4664 years ...................... 10.2 7.5 12.6 9.6 10.6 16.1 
66 years and over ................... 11.7 9.2 12.7 11.5 10.6 14.3 

Male-

All ages ...................... 9.8 6.4 14.1 9.2 16.8 

Under 17 years .................... 6.5 5.3 17.1 * I 47.4 
174yaars . ..................... 8.5 5.8 14.3 7.1 11.5 21 .l 
4564years ...................... 11.9 7.9 14.7 9.3 12.4 17.3 
65 years end over ................... 11.7 8.6 12.8 14.4 10.3 13.3 

Female 

All ages ...................... 7.4 5.7 10.8 8.3 9.7 14.9 

Under 17 years .................... * 4.8 4.5 6.6 l l l 

17-44 years ...................... 6.0 5.1 10.1 6.8 9.3 16.5 
4664 years ...................... 8.5 7.2 10.0 9.9 9.4 12.1 
65 years and over ................... 11.6 9.5 12.6 10.1 10.7 16.0 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 8. Number of persons with one or more dental visits within a year of interview and percent of parsons by chronic activity limitation status, sex, 
and age: United States, 1974 

I II Wil :h limitation of activity. 

Sex and age 

Both sexes Number of persons in thousands 

All ages ...................... 102,263 90,924 11,339 3,774 

Under 17 years .................... 31.387 30,075 1,312 763 
17-44 years ...................... 44,962 41,289 3,673 1,540 
4564 years ...................... 19,998 15,943 4,055 1,035 
65 years and over ................... 5,917 3,618 2,299 436 

Male-

All ages ...................... 47,545 42,092 5,453 1,898 

Under 17 years .................... 15,631 14,915 716 405 289 l 

‘1744 years ...................... 20,366 18,607 1,759 836 716 207 
45-64 years ...................... 9,238 7,245 1,992 528 895 569 
65 years and over ................... 2,310 1,325 986 129 354 503 

Female 

All ages ...................... 54,718 48,832 5,886 1,876 3,591 419 

Under 17 years .................... 15,755 15,160 595 357 229 l 

17-44 years ...................... 24,596 22,682 1,914 704 1,089 121 
4564 years ...................... 10,761 8,697 2,063 507 1,410 146 
65 years and over ................... 3.606 2,293 1,314 308 863 143 

Both sexes Percent 

All ages ...................... 49.3 51.1 51.7 38.8 24.9 

Under 17 years .................... 49.9 49.6 56.9 69.0 48.7 l 

17-44 years ...................... 55.7 56.1 51.4 59.1 48.7 39.1 
4564 years ...................... 46.7 49.0 39.3 46.6 40.3 29.9 
65 years and over ................... 28.5 32.2 24.2 31.9 26.5 18.2 

Male 

Allages.. .................... 47.5 49.1 38.2 53.1 40.3 25.5 

Under 17 years .................... 48.7 48.4 55.8 67.2 48.2 l , 

17-44years ...................... 52.3 52.6 49.3 57.9 45.7 37.2 
46-64 years ...................... 45.2 47.5 38.6 47.5 41.9 29.7 
65 years and over ................... 26.9 30.7 23.1 31.0 27.5 19.7 

Female 

All ages ...................... 51.0 52.9 60.4 37.9 23.1 

Under 17 years .................... 51.0 50.8 58.2 71.0 49.4 l 

17-44 years ...................... 58.8 59.3 53.5 60.6 51.0 42.9 

4564 years ...................... 47.9 50.3 39.9 45.8 39.4 30.4 
65 years and over . ; ................. 29.6 33.2 25.0 32.5 26.1 14.4 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 9. Number of dental visits and number of dental visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sax, and age: United States, 1974 -
II I With limitation of activity 

Sex and age 
I 

Both sexes Number of dental visits in thousands 

All ages ...................... I342,293 297,874 44,419 14,629 22,725 7,064 

lUnder 17 years .................... 100,999 96,284 4.714 2,319 2,308 
17-44 years ...................... 139,987 126,203 13,784 5,662 6,950 1,172 
4b64years ...................... 76,687 61,117 15,570 4,400 7,865 3,305 
65 years and over ................... 24,620 14,270 10,351 2,249 6,602 2,500 

Male-

All ages ...................... 150,137 129,217 20,920 6,575 9,027 5,317 

* Under 17 years .................... 47,394 44,621 2,773 1,114 1,571 

17-44 years ...................... 58,984 52,274 6,710 3,059 2,948 l 


4564 years ...................... 34,526 27,285 7.241 1,694 3,029 2,519 

66 years and over ................... 9,233 5,037 4,196 * 1,479 2,007 


Female 

All ages ...................... 192,156 168,667 23,499 8,054 13,698 1,747 

Under17vears .................... 53,605 51,663 1,941 1,205 l 

1744 years ...................... 81,003 73,929 7,074 2,603 4,002 
4564 years ...................... 42,161 33,832 8,329 2,706 4,837 
66 years end over ................... 15,387 9,233 6,155 1,540 4.123 

Both saxes Number of dental visits par person per year 

All ages ...................... 1.7 1.7 1.5 2.0 

Under 17 years .................... 1.6 1.6 2.0 2.1 

17-44 years ...................... 1.7 1.7 1.9 2.2 Ilj

4564 years ...................... 1.8 1.9 1.5 2.0 

65 years and over ................... 1.2 1.3 1.1 1.6 1.2 0.7 


Male-

All ages ...................... 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.8 

Under 17 years .................... 1.5 1.4 2.2 1.8 
17-44 years ...................... 1.5 1.5 1.9 2.1 
46-64 years ...................... 
65 years and over ................... 

1.7 
1.1 

1.8 
1.2 

1.4 
1 .o 

1.5 
I 

Female 

All ages ...................... 1.8 1.8 1.6 2.2 

Under 17 Years .................... 1.7 1.7 1.9 2.4 I 

17.44 years ...................... 1.9 1.9 2.0 2.2 1.9 
4b64 years ...................... 1.9 2.0 1.6 2.4 1.4 
65vearsandover ................... 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.6 1.2 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 10. Incidence of acute conditions and number of acute conditions per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age: 
United States, 1974 

With limitation of activity 

Sex and age 

Both sexes Incidence of acute conditions in thousands 

All ages ...................... 364,278 319,574 44,705 13,167 24,401 1 7,136 

Under 17 years .................... 163,293 156,I 05 7,187 3,114 3,637 l 

17-44 years ...................... 141,483 125,447 16,036 6,227 8,569 1,240 
45-64 years ...................... 43,821 30,912 12,909 2,798 8,100 2,010 
65 years and over ................... 15,682 7,109 8,573 1,028 4,096 3,450 

Male-

All ages ...................... 171,661 151,600 20,061 6,446 8,981 4,634 

Under 17 years .................... 83,829 79,630 4,199 1,681 2,340 l 

17-44 years ...................... 63,560 55,936 7,624 3,117 3,706 801 
45-64 years ...................... 1 B,I 94 13,322 4,873 1,546 2,063 1,264 
65 years and over ................... 6,078 2,712 3,365 l 872 2,392 

Female 

All ages ...................... 192,617 167,974 24,644 6.721 15,420 2,502 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 

79,464 
77,922 

76,476 2,989 
69,511 8.412 

1,434 1,296 

3,110 4,863 
l 

. 

4564 years ...................... 25,626 17,590 8,036 1,252 6,037 747 
66 years and over ................... 9,605 4,397 5,207 925 3,224 1,058 

Both sexes Number of acute conditions per 100 persons per year 

All ages ...................... 175.7 179.5 152.6 180.5 1 161.8 103.1 

Under I7 years .................... 259.4 257.4 311.8 281.6 341.8 l 

17-44 years ...................... 175.1 . 170.4 224.3 238.9 231.3 148.0 
45-64 years ...................... 102.2 95.0 125.0 126.1 141.7 84.0 
66 years and over ................... 75.6 63.3 90.1 75.3 89.2 97.1 

Male-

All ages ...................... 171.6 176.8 140.5 180.3 ’ 160.6 90.7 

Under 17 years .................... 261.3 258.6 327.3 278.8 390.0 l 

17-44 years ...................... 163.2 158.1 213.7 215.7 236.5 144.1 
45-64 years ...................... 89.1 87.3 94.4 139.0 96.6 66.1 
ffiyearsandover ................... 70.9 62.9 78.9 l 67.7 93.5 

Female 

All ages ...................... 179.5 182.0 164.1 180.7 162.5 138.2 

Under 17 years .................... 257.3 256.1 292.5 285.1 279.3 l 

17-44 years ...................... 186.3 181.7 235.0 267.9 227.6 l 

45-64 years ...................... 114.2 101.8 155.5 113.1 168.6 155.6 
65yearsandover ................... 79.0 63.6 99.2 97.5 97.5 106.5 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 11. Number of persons injured and number of persons injured per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age: United 
States, 1974 

I With limitation of activity 

Total With no 
Sex and age population limitation of Limited but Limited in 

Unable to 
activity Total not in amount 

of 
or 

carry onkind
major activity’ major activity’ major activity’ 

Both sexes Number of persons injured in thousands 

All ages ...................... 59.139 2,162 4,915 1 1,894 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4b64years ...................... 

21,734 
25,739 

8,252 

l 

1,047 
642 

611 
1,768 
1,426 

l 

l 

l 

65 years and over ................... 3.414 l 1,110 973 

Male -

Allages ...................... 33,588 29,499 4,089 1,551 1,651 887 

Under 17 years .................... 12,867 12,339 l l l l 

17-44 years ...................... 15,539 13,544 1,995 865 890 l 

4564 years ...................... 4,014 3,116 898 l l l 

65 years and over ................... 1,187 l 667 l l * 

Female 

Allages ...................... 25,551 20,889 4,681 611 3,264 806 

Under 17 years .................... 8,867 8,445 l l l l 

17-44 years ...................... 10,199 9,139 1,060 l 878 l 

4b64 years ...................... 4,238 2,587 1,651 l 1,173 l 

65 years end over ................... 2,247 897 1,549 l 
913  . 

Both sexes Number of persons injured per 100 persons per year 

All ages ...................... 28.5 28.3 29.9 29.6 32.6 24.5 

Under 17 years .................... 34.5 34.3 41.2 l 57.4 l 

17-44 years ...................... 31.9 30.8 42.7 40.2 47.7 l 

4584 years ...................... 19.3 17.5 24.7 28.9 25.0 l 

65yeersandover ................... 16.5 10.7 23.3 t 24.2 27.4 

Male-

Allages ...................... 33.6 34.4 28.6 43.4 29.5 17.4 

Under 17 years .................... 40.1 40.1 l l l l 

17-44 years ...................... 39.9 38.3 55.9 59.9 58.8 l 

4b64 years ...................... 19.7 20.4 17.4 l I l 

65 years and over ................... 13.6 I 15.6 l 1 l 

Female 

Alleges.. .................... 23.8 22.6 31.2 16.4 34.4 44.5 

Under 17 years .................... 28.7 28.3 l l l 

1744 years ...................... 24.4 23.9 29.6 41 .I I 

4564 years ...................... 18.9 15.0 32.0 32.8 l 

65yearsandover ................... 18.5 10.1 29.5 27.6 l 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 12. Days of restricted activity and days of restricted activity per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age: United Stat% 
1974 

11 VVith-no _ ( 

TotalSex and age limitation ofwpolation 
II activitv I Total 11 ‘I’ on 

majl ivity’ 

I 

Days of restricted activity in thousandsBoth saxes 

All ages ..................... 3.565.552 1.796.083 1 1.769.469 191,992 1 840,303 1 737,174 
I 

Under I7 years ................... 673,997 597,441 76,557 27,843 40,813 7,900 
1744years ...................... 1,090,622 719,166 371,635 67,702 199,455 104,478 
4564 years ..................... 1 ,012,728 339,521 673,207 71,796 336,453 274,969 
65 years and over .................. 788,006 139,935 648,070 34,651 263,582 349837 

Male-

All ages ..................... 1.564.116 606,052 1 758,063 76.489 1 216.065 t 465,509 

Under 17 years ................... 356,113 315,998 40,115 14,388 22,558 0 

1744 years ..................... 442,173 294,088 148,085 29,404 61,434 57,247 
45-64 years ..................... 450,116 150,605 299,611 22,887 86,785 189,830 
65 years and over .................. 315,714 45,362 270,352 9,810 46,288 215,264 

Female 

All ages ..................... 2.001.437 990,031 I 1 ,011,406 115.503 I 624.238 1 271.666 

Under 17 years ................... 317,884 281.443 36,441 13,455 18,256 l 

l7-44years ..................... 648,648 425,098 223,550 38,298 138,021 47,231 
4564 years ..................... 562,612 188,916 373,696 38,909 249,667 86,120 
65 years and over .................. 472,292 94,574 377,718 24,841 218,294 134,683 

Both sexes Days of restricted activity per per.ion per year 

All ages ..................... 17.2 10.1 60.4 26.3 55.7 106.6 

Under 17 years ................... 10.7 9.9 33.2 25.2 38.4 E43.s 
17-44 years ..................... 13.5 9.8 52.0 26.0 53.8 124.7 
45-64years ..................... 23.6 10.4 65.2 27.8 58.9 114.9 
65 years and over .................. 38.0 12.5 68.1 25.4 57.4 98.6 

Male-

All ages ..................... 15.6 9.4 53.1 :21.4 38.6 91.1 

Under 17 years ................... 11.1 10.3 31.3 23.9 37.6 l 

17-44 years ..................... 11.4 6.3 41.5 20.3 39.2 103.0 
45-64 years ..................... 22.0 9.9 58.0 20.6 40.6 99.2 
65 years and over .................. 36.8 10.5 63.4 23.6 35.2 84.1 

Female 

All ages ..................... i a.7 10.7 67.4 31 .o 65.8 150.1 

Under 17 years ................... 10.3 9.4 35.7 26.7 39.3 l 

1744 years ..................... 15.5 11.1 62.4 33.0 64.6 167.5 
4564 years ..................... 25.1 10.9 72.3 35.1 69.7 177.3 
65 years end over .................. 38.8 13.7 72.0 26.2 66.0 135.6 

‘Major activity refers to ebility to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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I Table 13. Days of bad disability 

Sex and age 

Both sexes 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4554 years ...................... 
55 years and over ................... 

Male-

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4554 years ...................... 
55 years and over ................... 

Female 

All ages ....................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
4564 years ...................... 
65 years and over ................... 

Both sexes 

All ages ...................... 

Under 17 years .................... 
17-44 years ...................... 
46-64 years ...................... 
55 years and over ................... 

Male-

and days of bad disability per parson per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age: United States, 1974 

With limitation of activity 

With no I I 
Total limitation of Limited but Limited in 

Unable topopulation 
activity not in amount or carry on

kind ofmajor activity’ major activity’ 
major activity’ 

Davs of bed disability in thousands 

1,391,702 739.396 652,306 60.450 251 A27 340.430 

301,453 271,120 30,333 10,454 15,206 t 

431,674 291,933 139,741 20,399 69,252 50,090 
351,499 123,564 237,835 19,901 98,725 119,209 
297,076 52,679 244,397 9,695 68,245 166,457 

584,282 311,512 272,759 23,456 65,654 183,659 

153,739 139,011 14.728 c 8,446 l 

157,316 107,097 50,219 8,629 19,445 22,145 
151,126 47,433 103,593 7.174 27,297 59,222

*122,101 17,971 104,130 10,463 90,615 

807,420 427,863 379,537 36,993 185,773 156.771 

147,715 132,109 15,506 5,852 6,757 I 

274,368 184,836 89,522 11,770 49.807 ’ 27,946 
210.373 76.230 134,142 12,728 71,427 49,987 
174,976 34,708 140,267 6.644 57,781 75,842 

Days of bad disability par parson per year 

5.7 4.2 22.3 8.3 15.7 49.2 

4.8 4.5 13.2 9.5 14.3 l 

5.3 4.0 19.5 7.8 18.7 59.8 

8.4 3.8 23.0 9.0 17.3 49.8 

14.3 4.7 25.7 7.1 14.9 46.9 

Allages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.8 3.6 19.1 5.6 11.7 35.9 

Under 17 years .................... 
, 

4.8 4.5 11.5 * 14.1 c? 

17-44 years ...................... 4.0 3.0 14.1 6.0 12.4 39.8 
4b64yaars ...................... 7.4 3.1 20.1 5.5 12.8 35.2 

*66 years and over ................... 14.2 4.2 24.4 8.1 35.4 

Female 

All ages ...................... 7.5 4.5 25.3 9.9 19.6 86.5 

Under 17 years .................... 4.8 4.4 15.3 11.6 14.6 t 
17-44 years ...................... 6.5 4.8 25.0 10.1 23.3 99.1 
45-M years ...................... 9.4 4.4 26.0 11.5 20.0 104.1 
55 years and over ................... 14.4 5.0 26.7 7.0 17.5 75.4 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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APPENDIX I 

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 

Background of This Report 

This report is one of a series of statistical 
reports prepared by the National Center for 
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor­
mation collected in a continuing nationwide 
sample of households in the Health Interview 
Survey (HIS). 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a 
questionnaire which obtains information on per­
sonal and demographic characteristics, illnesses, 
injuries, impairments, chronic conditions, and 
other health topics. As data relating to each of 
these various broad topics are tabulated and 
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover 
one or more of the specific topics. The present 
report is based on data collected in household 
interviews during 1974. 

The population covered by the sample for 
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian, non-
institutionalized population of the United States 
living at the time of the interview. The sample 
does not include members of the Armed Forces 
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It 
should also be noted that the estimates shown 
do not represent a complete measure of any 
given topic during the specified calendar period 
since data are not collected in the interview for 
persons who died during the reference period. 
For many types of statistics collected in the sur­
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks 
prior to the interview week. For such a short 
period, the contribution by decedents to a total 
inventory of conditions or ‘services should be 
very small. However, the contribution by de­
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1 
year) might be sizable, especially for older 
persons. 

Statistical Design of the 
Health Interview Survey 

General plan.--The sampling plan of the 
survey follows a multistage probability design 
which permits a continuous sampling of the 
civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the 
United States. The sample is designed in such a 
way that the sample of households interviewed 
each week is representative of the target popula­
tion and that weekly samples are additive over 
time. This feature of the design permits both 
continuous measurement of characteristics of 
samples and more detailed analysis of less com­
mon characteristics and smaller categories of 
health-related items. The continuous collection 
has administrative and operational advantages as 
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork 
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff. 

The overall sample was designed so that 
tabulations can be provided for each of the four 
major geographic regions and for urban and rural 
sectors of the United States. 

The first stage of the sample design consists 
of drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling 
units (PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geo­
graphically defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a 
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or 
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The 
PSU’s collectively cover the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia. 

With no loss in general understanding, the 
remaining stages can be combined and treated in 
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within 
PSU’s, then, ultimate stage units called segments 
are defined in such a manner that each segment 
contains an expected four households. Three 
general types of segments are used. 
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Area segments which are defined geographically. 

List segments, using 1970 census registers as the 
frame. 

Permit segments, using updated lists of building 
permits issued in sample PSU’s since 1970. 

Census address listings were used for all areas of 
the country where addresses were well defined 
and could be used to locate housing units. In 
general the list frame included the larger urban 
areas of the United States from which about 
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected. 

The usual HIS sample consists of approxi­
mately 12,000 segments containing 50,000 as-
signed households, of which 9,006 were vacant, 
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the 
scope of the survey. The 41,000 eligible oc­
cupied households yield a probability sample of 
about 116,000 persons in! 40,000 interviewed 
households in a year. 

Descriptive material on data collection, 
field procedures, and questionnaire development 
in the HIS has been published1 12 as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample designs and a 
report on the estimation procedure and the 
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti­
mates derived from the survey? 

Collection of data.-Field operations for 
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of 

‘National Center-for Health Statistics: Health 
rumy procedure:concepts,questionnairedevelopment,
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. ~&zl and 
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000~Series l-No. 2. 
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, May 1964. 

2National Center for Health Statistics: Health inter-
view survey procedure, 1957-74. Vital and Health Statis­
tics. Series l-No. 11. DHEW Pub. No. (HRA) 75-1311. 
Health Resources Administration. Washington. U.S. Gov­
ernment Printing Office, April 1975. 

3U.S. National riealth Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health 
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 584-A2. Public Health Service. 
Washington,D.C., July 1958. 

4National Center for Health Statistics: Esti­
mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview 
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000~Series ~-NO. 38. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970. 

the Census under specifications established by 
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac­
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of 
the Census participates in survey planning, se­
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are 
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS. 

Estimating procedures.-Since the design of 
the HIS is a complex multistage probability 
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro­
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four 
basic operations are involved: 

1. 	 Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability 
of selection.-The probability of selection is 
the product of the probabilities of selection 
from each step of selection in the design 
(PSU, segment, and household). 

2. 	Nonresponse adjustment.-The estimates are 
inflated by a multiplication factor which has 
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina­
tor the number of households interviewed in 
that segment. 

3. 	 First-stage ratio adjustment.-Sampling 
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation which is highly correlated with the 
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari­
ability between PSU’s within a region, the 
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1970 
populations within 12 color-residence classes. 

4. 	Poststratification by age-sex-color.-The esti­
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60 
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate 
of the population of each cell for the survey 
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the 
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust­
ments take the form of multiplication factors 
applied to the weight of each elementary unit 
(P erson, household, condition, and 
hospitalization). 

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is 
to make the sample more closely representative 
of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population 
by age, sex, color, and residence, which thereby 
reduces sampling variance. 
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As noted, each week’s sample represents 
the population living during that week and char­
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of 
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar 
quarter, produces estimates of average character­
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar 
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are 
averages of the four quarterly figures. -

For prevalence statistics, such as number of 
persons with speech impairments or number of 
persons classified by time interval since last 
physician visit, figures are first calculated for 
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for 
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev­
alence data for a year are then obtained by 
averaging the four quarterly figures. 

For other types of statistics-namely those 
measuring the number of occurrences during a 
specified time period-such as incidence of acute 
conditions, number of disability days, or num­
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar 
computational procedure is used, but the statis­
tics are interpreted differently. For these items, 
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex­
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the 
week of interview. In such instances the esti­
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5 
times the average 2-week estimate produced by 
the 13 successive samples taken during the 
period. The annual total is the sum of the four 
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed during a year-experience which actually 
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week 
interval prior to week of interview-is treated as 
though it measured the total of such experience 
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no 
significant bias. 

Explanation of hos$ital recall.-The survey 
questionnaire uses a 12-month recall period for 
hospitalizations. That is, the respondent is asked 
to report hospitalizations which occurred during 
the 12 months prior to the week of interview. 
Information is also obtained as to the date of 
entry into the hospital and duration of stay. 
Analysis of this information and also the results 
of special studies have shown that there is an 
increase in underreporting of hospitalizations 
with increase in time interval between the dis­
charge and the interview. Exclusive of the hospi­
tal experience of decedents, the net underreport­
ing with a 12-month recall is in the neighbor-

hood of 10 percent, but underreporting of dis­
charges within 6 months of the week of inter-
view is estimated to’be less than 5 percent. For 
this reason hospital discharge data in this report 
are based on hospital discharges reported to have 
occurred within 6 months of the week of inter-
view. Since the interviews were evenly distrib­
uted according to weekly probability samples 
throughout any interviewing year, no seasonal 
bias was introduced by Idoubling the 6-month-
recall data to produce an annual estimate for 
that year of interviewing,. Doubling the 6-month 
data in effect imputes to the entire year preced­
ing the interview the rate of hospital discharges 
actually observed during the 6 months prior to 
interview. However, estimates of the number of 
persons with hospital episodes (as opposed to 
estimates of the number of hospital discharges) 
are based on 12-month recall data since a per-
son’s 12-month experiences cannot be obtained 
by doubling his most recent 6-month 
experience. 

General Qualifications 

Nonresponse.-Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household which was not interviewed 
the characteristics of persons in households in 
the same segment which were interviewed. The 
total noninterviewrate was about 3.1 percent-l.5 
percent was refusal, and the remainder was pri­
marily due to the failure to find an eligible re­
spondent at home after repeated calls. 

The interview process.-The statistics pre­
sented in this report are based on replies ob­
tained in interviews with persons in the sample 
households. Each person 19 years of age and 
over present at the timebof interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults 
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re­
lated household member such as a spouse or the 
mother of a child. 

There are limitations to the accuracy of 
diagnostic and other information collected in 
household interviews. For diagnostic infor­
mation, the household respondent can usually 
pass on to the interviewer only the information 
the physician has given to the family. For condi­
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-



mation is often no more than a description of 
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the 
number of disability days caused by the condi­
tion, can be obtained more accurately from 
household members than from any other source 
since only the persons concerned are in a posi­
tion to report this information. 

Rounding of numbers.-The original tabula­
tions on which the data in this report are based 
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All 
consolidations were made from the original 
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest 
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are 
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these 
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri­
butions are computed after the estimates on 
which these are based have been rounded to the 
nearest thousand. 

Population figures.-Some of the published 
tables include population figures for specified 
categories. Except for certain overall totals by 
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on 
the sample of households in the HIS. These are 
given primarily to provide denominators for rate 
computation, and for this purpose are more ap­
propriate for use with the accompanying meas­
ures of health characteristics than other popula­
tion data that may be available. With the excep­
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color 
mentioned above, the population figures differ 
from figures (which are derived from different 
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of 
the Census. Official population estimates are 
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in 
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 

Reliability of Estimates 
Since the statistics presented in this report 

are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat 
from the figures that would have been obtained 
if a complete census had been taken using the 
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing 
personnel and procedures. 

As in any survey, the results are also sub­
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors 
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible, 
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by 

methods built into survey procedures.5 Although 
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias 
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of 
studies have been conducted to study this prob­
lem. The results have been published in several 
reports.6-g 

The standard error is primarily a measure 
of sampling variability, that is, the variations 
that might occur by chance because only a 
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu­
lated for this report, the standard error also re­
flects part of the variation which arises in the 
measurement process. It does not include esti­
mates of any biases which might be in the data. 
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an 
estimate from the sample would differ from a 
complete census by less than the standard error. 
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the 
difference would be less than twice the standard 
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be 
less than 2% times as large. 

The relative standard error of an estimate is 
obtained by dividing the standard error of the 
estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed 

5National Center for Health Statistics: Quality con­
trol and measurement of nonsampling error in the 
Health Interview Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. 
Series Z-No. 54. DHEW Pub. No. (HSM) 73-1328. Health 
Services and Mental Health Administration. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1973. 

6NationaI Center for Health Statistics: Health in­
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital 
and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. lOOO-Series ~-NO. 7. 
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, July 1965. 

7NationaI Center for Health Statistics: Compari­
son of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce­
dures. Vital and HeaZth Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000~Series ~-NO. 8. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965. 

lNationaI Center for Health Statistics: Interview. 
data on chronic conditions compared with information 
derived from medical records. Vital and Health 
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000Series ~-NO. 23. Public 
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing 
Office, May 1967. 

‘National Center for Health Statistics: The influ­
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and 
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000Series ~-NO. 26. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968. 
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as a percentage of the estimate. For this report, 
asterisks are shown for any cell with more than a 
30-percent relative standard error. Included in 
this appendix are charts from which the relative 
standard errors can be determined for estimates 
shown in the report. In order to derive relative 
errors which would be applicable to a wide vari­
ety of health statistics and which could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi­
mations were required. As a result, the charts 
provide an estimate of the approximate relative 
standard error rather than the precise error for 
any specific aggregate or percentage. 

Three classes of statistics for the health sur­
vey are identified for purposes of estimating 
variances. 

Narrow range.-This class consists of (1) sta­
tistics which estimate a population attribute, 
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the 
measure for a single individual during the refer­
ence period used in data collection is usually 
either 0 or 1 or on occasion may take on the 
value 2 or very rarely 3. 

Medium range.-This class consists of other sta­
tistics for which the measure for a single indi­
vidual during the reference period used in data 
collection will rarely lie outside the range 0 to 5. 

Wide range.-This class consists of statistics for 
which the measure for a single individual during 
the reference period used in data collection can 
range from 0 to a number in excess of 5, e.g., 
the number of days of bed disability. 

In addition to classifying variables accord­
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or 
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further 
classified as to whether they are based on a ref­
erence period of 2 weeks, 6 months, or 12 
months. 

General rules for determining relative 
standard errors.-The following rules will enable 
the reader to determine approximate relative 
standard error from the charts for estimates pre­
sented in this report. These charts represent new 
and better approximations of the relative stand­
ard errors of HIS data. They should be used in 
preference to the charts which have appeared in 
all previous Series 10 publications. 

Rule 1. 	Estimates of agpegates: Approximate 
relative standard errors for estimates of 
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob­
tained from appropriate curves on 
pages 30-33. The number of persons in 
the total U.S. population orin an age-
sex-color class of the total population is 
adjusted to official Bureau of the Cen­
sus figures and is not subject to sam­
pling error. 

Rule 2. 	Estimates of percentages in a percent 
distribution: Relative standard errors 
for percentages in a percent distribution 
of a total are obtained from appropriate 
curves on pages 30-33. For values which 
do not fall on one of the curves pre­
sented in the chart, visual interpolation 
will provide a satisfactory 
approximation. 

Rule 3. 	Estimates of rates where the numerator 
is a, subclass of the denominator: This 
rule applies for prevalence rates or 
where a unit of the numerator occurs, 
with few exceptions, only once in the 
year for any one unit in the denomi­
nator. For example, in computing the 
rate of visual impairments per 1,000 
population, the numerator consisting of 
persons with the impairment is a sub-
class of the denominator, which in­
cludes all ,persons in the population. 
Such rates if converted to rates per 100 
may be treated as though they were per­
centages and the relative standard errors 
obtained from the percentage chart for 
population estimates. Rates per 1,000, 
or on any other base, must first be con­
verted to rates per 100; then the per­
centage chart will provide the relative 
standard error per 100. 

Rule 4. 	Estimates of rates where the numerator 
is not a subclass of the denominator: 
This rule applies where a unit of the 
numerator often occurs more than once 
for any one unit in the denominator. 
For example, in the computation of the 
number of persons injured per 100 cur­
rently employed persons per year, it is 
possible that a person in the denomi-
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nator could have sustained more than 
one of the injuries included in the nu­
merator. Approximate relative standard 
errors for rates of this kind may be 
computed as follows: 

(a) Where the denominator is the total 
U.S. population or includes all per­

’ 	 sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu­
lation, the relative error of the rate 
is equivalent to the relative error of 
the numerator, which can be ob­
tained directly from the appro­
priate chart. 

(b) 	 In other cases the relative standard 
error of the numerator and of the 
denominator can be obtained from 
the appropriate curve. Square each 
of these relative errors, add the re­
sulting values, and extract the 
square root of the sum. This pro­
cedure will result in an upper 
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error. 

Rule 5. 	Estimates of dqference between two 
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The 
standard error of a difference is approx­

imately the square root of the sum of 
the squares of each standard error con­
sidered separately. A formula for the 
standard error of a difference, 

d = A-, -X2 

is 

where X, is the estimate for class 1, X2 
is the estimate for class 2, and V, 1 and 
Vx2 are the relative errors of X, and 
X2 respectively. This formula will 
represent the actual standard error quite 
accurately for the difference between 
separate and uncorrelated character­
istics although it is only a rough approx­
imation in most other cases. The rela­
tive standard error of each estimate 
involved in such a difference can be de­
termined by one of the four rules 
above, whichever is appropriate. 
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‘This curve represents estimates of relative standard errors based on 1 to 4 quarters of data 
collection for narrow range estimates of aggregates using a P-week reference period. 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of l,OOO,OOOacute respiratory conditions (on scale at bottom of chart) has a reIative 
standard crrnr of 23 percent (read from scale at left side of chart). or a standard error of 230.000 (23 percent of 1.000.000). 



RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR NUMBER OF PHYSICIAN OR DENTAL VISITS BASED 
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l’khe curve related to physician or dental visits is based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for medium raugc estimates of aggregatesusing a P-week 

reference period; the curve for population characteristics is based on 4 quarters of data collection for narrow range estimate of aggregates. 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 dental visits (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 9.2 
percent (read from curve A on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 920,000 (9.2 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 
l,OOO,OOO persons in the Northeast Region (curve P) has a relative standard error of 5.7 percent.2 
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 days of restricted activity (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative sta&& 
error of 22 percent (read from Curve A on scale at left side of chart)l nr a s+xklarrl error nf 2,~WpfKHl (22 percmt r?f 10,0!lO,O~M). 



RELATIVE S,eiNDARD ERRORS FOR NUMBER OF SHORT-STAY HOSPITAL DAYS (A); 
SHORT-STAY HOSPITAL DISCHARGES (B), AND POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS (P)l. . z?;i
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SIZE OF ESTIMATE (IN THO&ANDS)
1 The curves related to short-stay hospital days and discharges are based on 4 quarters of data collection for wide and narrow range estimates of aggregates 

using a 6-month reference period; the curve for population characteristics is based on 4 quarters of data collection for narrow range estimates of aggregates. 
Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 hospital days (on scale at bottom of.chart) has a relative standard error of 

10.2 percent (read from curve A on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 1,020,OOO (10.2 percent of 10,000,000). An 
estimate of l,OOO,OOO discharges from short-stay hospitals (curve B) has a relative standard error of 7.4 percent. An estimate of 
l,OOO,OOOpersons in the Northeast Region (curve P) has a relative standard error of 5.7 percent. 



APPENDIX II 


DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Terms Relating to Conditions 

Condition.-A morbidity condition, or 
simply a condition, is any entry on the question­
naire which describes a departure from a state of 
physical or mental well-being. It results from a 
positive response to one of a series of “medical-
disability impact” or “illness-recall” questions. 
In the coding and tabulating process conditions 
are selected or classified according to a number 
of different criteria such as whether they were 
medically attended, whether they resulted in dis­
ability, or whether they were acute or chronic; 
or according to the type of disease, injury, im­
pairment, or symptom reported. For the pur­
poses of each published report or set of tables, 
only those conditions recorded on the question­
naire which satisfy certain stated criteria are 
included. 

Conditions except impairments are clas­
sified by type according to the Eighth Revision 
International Classification of Diseases, Adapted 
for Use in the United States)O with certain 
modifications adopted to make the code more 
suitable for a household interview survey. 

Acute condition.-An acute condition is de-
fined as a condition which has lasted less than 3 
months and which has involved either medical 
attention or restricted activity. Because of the 
procedures used to estimate incidence, the acute 
conditions included in this report are the condi­
tions which had their onset during the 2 weeks 
prior to the interview week and which involved 
either medical attention or restricted activity 

10NationaI Center for Health Statistics: Eightk 
Revision International Classification of Disea.ws, 
Adapted for Use in the United States. PHS Pub. No. 
1693. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Govem­
ment Printing Office, 1967. 

during the Z-week period. However, excluded 

are the following conditions which are always 

classified as chronic even though the onset oc­

curred within 3 months prior to week of 

interview: 


Allergy, any 

Arthritis or rheumatism 

Asthma 

Cancer 

Cleft palate 

Club foot 

Condition present since birth 

Deafness or serious trouble with hearing 

Diabetes 
Epilepsy .Hardening of the arteries 
Hay fever 

Heart trouble 

Hemorrhoids or piles 

Hernia or rupture 

High blood pressure 

Kidney stones 

Mental illness 

Missing fingers, hand, or arm-toes, foot, or leg 

Palsy 

Paralysis of any kind 

Permanent stiffness or deformity of the foot, leg, 


fingers, arm, or back 
Prostate trouble 
Repeated trouble with back or spine 
Rheumatic fever 
Serious trouble with seeing, even when wearing 

glasses 
Sinus trouble, repeated attacks of 
Speech defect, any 
Stomach ulcer 
Stroke 
Thyroid trouble or goiter 

l 
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Tuberculosis 

Tumor, cyst, or growth 

Varicose veins, trouble with 


Chronic condition.-A condition is consid­
ered chronic if (1) the condition is described by 
the respondent as having been first noticed more 
than 3 months before the week of the interview 
or (2) it is one of the conditions always clas­
sified as chronic regardless of the onset (see list 
under the definition of acute condition). 

Impairment. -Impairments are &ronic or 
permanent defects, usually static in nature, re­
sulting from disease, injury, or congenital maI­
formation. They represent decrease or loss of 
ability to perform various functions, particularly 
those of the musculoskeletal system and the 
sense organs. All impairments are classified by 
means of a special supplementary code for im­
pairments. Hence code numbers for impairments 
in the International Classification of Diseases are 
not used. In the Supplementary Code, impair­
ments are grouped according to type of func­
tional impairment and etiology. The impairment 
classification is shown in Vital and Health Statis­
tics, Series 10, No. 99. 

Incidence of conditions.-The incidence of 
conditions is the estimated number of condi­
tions having their onset in a specified time pe­
riod. As previously mentioned, minor acute con­
ditions involving neither restricted activity nor 
medical attention are excluded from the statis­
tics. The incidence data shown in some reports 
are further limited to various subclasses of con­
ditions, such as “incidence of conditions in­
volving bed disability.” 

Onset of condition.-A condition is con­
sidered to Lave had its onset when it was first 
noticed. This could be the time the person first 
felt sick or became injured, or it could be the 
time when the person or his family was first told 
by a physician that he had a condition of which 
he was previously unaware. 

.=Ic t ivity-restric&ng condition.-An activ­
ity-restricting condition is one which had its on-
set in the past 2 weeks and which caused at least 
1 day of restricted activity during the 2 calendar 
weeks before the interview week. (See “Re­
stricted-activity day” under “Terms Relating to 
Disability.“) 

Bed-disabling condition.-A condition with 
onset in the past 2 weeks involving at least 1 day 
of bed disability is called a bed-disabling condi­
tion. (See “Bed-disability day” under “Terms 
Relating to Disability.“) 

Medically attended condition.-A condition 
with onset in the past 2 weeks is considered 
medically attended if a physician has been con­
sulted about it either at its onset or at any time 
thereafter. However, when the first medical at­
tention for a condition does not occur until 
after the end of the 2-week period, the case is 
treated as though there was no medical atten­
tion. Medical attention includes consultation 
either in person or by telephone for treatment 
or advice; Advice from the physician transmitted 
to the patient through the nurse is counted as 
well as visits to physicians in clinics or hospitals. 
If during the course of a single visit the physi­
cian is consulted about more than one condition 
for each of several patients, each condition of 
each patient is counted as medically attended. 

Discussions of a child’s condition by the. 
physician and a responsible member of the 
household are considered as medical attention 
even if the child was not seen at that time,, 

For the purpose of this definition the term 
“physician” includes doctors of medicine and 
osteopathic physicians. 

Terms Relating to Disability 

Disability.-Disability is the general term 
used to describe any temporary or long-term re­
duction of a person’s activity as a resuh of an 
acute or chronic condition. 

Disability day.-Short-term disability days 
are classified according to whether they are days 
of restricted activity, bed days, hospital days, 
work-loss days, or school-loss days. All hospital 
days are, by definition, days of bed disability; all 
days of bed disability are, by definition, days of 
restricted activity. The converse form of these 
statements is, of course, not true. Days lost from 
work and days lost from school are special terms 
which apply to the working and school-age 
populations only, but these too are days of re­
stricted activity. Hence “days of restricted activ­
ity” is the most inclusive term used to describe 
disability days. 
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Restricted-activity day.-A day of re­
stricted activity is one on which a person cuts 
down on his usual activities for the whole of 
that day because of an illness or an injury. The 
term “usual activities” for any day means the 
things that the person would ordinarily do on 
that day. For children under school age, usual ac­
tivities depend on whatever the usual pattern .is 
for the child’s day, which will in turn be af­
fected by the age of the child, weather condi­
tions, and so forth. For retired or elderly per-
sons, usual activities might consist of almost no 
activity, but cutting down on even a small 
amount for as much as a day would constitute 
restricted activity. On Sundays or holidays, 
usual activities are the things the person usually 
does on such days-going to church, playing 
golf, visiting friends or relatives, or staying at 
home and listening to the radio, reading, looking 
at television, and so forth. Persons who have 
permanently reduced their usual activities be-
cause of a chronic condition might not report 
any restricted-activity days during a Z-week 
period. Therefore absence of restricted-activity 
days does not imply normal health. 

Restricted activity does not imply com­
plete inactivity, but it does imply only the mini-
mum of usual activities. A special nap for an 
hour after lunch does not constitute cutting 
down on usual activities, nor does the elimina­
tion of a heavy chore such as cleaning ashes out 
of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a 
farmer or housewife carries on only the mini-
mum of the day’s chores, however, this is a day 
of restricted activity. 

A day spent in bed or a day home from 
work or school because of illness or injury is, of 
course, a restricted-activity day. 

Bed-disability day.-A day of bed disability 
is one on which a person stays in bed for all or 
most of the day because of a specific illness or 
injury. All or most of the day is defined as more 
than half of the daylight hours. All hospital days 
for inpatients are considered to be days of bed 
disability even if the patient was not actually in 
bed at the hospital. 

Person-day.-Person-days of restricted 
activity, bed disability, and so forth are days of 
the various forms of disability experienced by 
any one person. The sum of days for all persons 

in a group represents an unduplicated count of 
all days of disability for the group. 

Chronic activity limitation.-Persons are 
classified into four categories according to the 
extent to which their activities are limited at 
present as a result of chronic conditions. Since 
the usual activities of preschool children, 
school-age children, housewives, and workers 
and other persons differ, a different set of cri­
teria is used for each. group. There is a general 
similarity between them, however, as will be 
seen in the following descriptions of the four 
categories: 

1’. Persons unable to carry on major activity for 
their group (major activity refers to ability to 
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities) 
Preschool children: 

Inability to take part in ordinary play 
with other children. 

School-age children: 
Inability to go to school. 

Housewives: 
Inability to do any housework. 

Workers and all other persons: 
Inability to work at a job or business. 

2. 	Persons limited in amount or kind of major 
activity performed (major activity refers to 
ability to work, keep house, or engage in 
school or preschool activities) 

Preschool children: 
Limited in amount or kind of play with 
other. children, e.g., need special rest 
periods, cannot play strenuous games, or 
cannot play for long periods at a time. 

School-age children.: 
Limited to certain types of schools or in 
school attendance, e.g., need special 
schools or special teaching or cannot go to 
school full time or for long periods at a 
time. 

Housewives: 
Limited in amount or kind of housework, 
e.g., cannot lift children, wash or iron, or 
do housework for long periods at a time. 
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3. 

4. 

Workers and all other persons: 
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g., 
need special working aids or special rest 
periods at work, cannot work full time or 
for long periods at a time, or cannot do 
strenuous work. 

Persons not*limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited (major activity refers to 
ability to work, keep house, or engage in 
school or preschool activities) 

Preschool children: 
Not classified in this category. 

School-age children: 
Not limited in going to school but limited 
in participation in athletics or other extra-
curricular activities. 

Housewives: 
Not limited in housework but limited in 
other activities such as church, clubs, 
hobbies, civic projects, or shopping. 

Workers and all other persons: 
Not limited in regular work activities but 
limited in other activities such as church, 
clubs, hobbies, civic projects, sports, or 
games. 

Persons not limited in activities (includes 
persons whose activities are not limited in 
any of the ways described above) 

Terms Relating to Persons Injured 

Injury condition.-An injury condition, or 
simply an injury, is a condition of the type that 
is classified according to the nature of injury 
code numbers (N800-N999) in the International 
Classification of Diseases. In addition to frac­
tures, lacerations, contusions, burns, and so 
forth, which are commonly thought of as in-
juries, this group of codes includes effects of 
exposure, such as sunburn; adverse reactions to 
immunization and other medical procedures; 
and poisonings. Unless otherwise specified, the 
term injury is used to cover all of these. 

Since a person may sustain more than one 
injury in a single accident, e.g., a broken leg and 
laceration of the scalp, the number of injury 

conditions may exceed the number of persons 
injured. 

Statistics of acute injury conditions include 
only those injuries which involved at least 1 full 
day of restricted activity or medical attendance. 

Person injured.-A person injured is one 
who has sustained one or more injuries in an 
accident or in some type of nonaccidental vio­
lence. (See definition of injury condition.) Each 
time a person is involved in an accident or in 
nonaccidental violence causing injury that re­
sults in at least 1 full day of restricted activity or 
medical attention he is included in the statistics 
as a separate person injured; hence one person 
may be included more than once. 

The number of persons injured is not equiv­
alent to the number of accidents for several rea­
sons: (1) the term “accident” as commonly used 
may not involve injury at all, (2) more than one 
injured person may be involved in a single acci­
dent, so the number of accidents resulting in 
injury would be less than the number of persons 
injured in accidents, and (3) the term “accident” 
ordinarily implies an accidental origin whereas 
“persons injured” as used in the Health Inter-
view Survey includes persons whose injuries re­
sulted from certain nonaccidental violence. 

The number of persons injured in a speci­
fied time interval is always equal to or less than 
the incidence of injury conditions since one per-
son may incur more than one injury in a single 
accident. 

Terms Relating to Hospitalization 

Hospital.-For this survey a hospital is de-
fined as any institution meeting one of the fol­
lowing criteria: (1) named in the listing of hospi­
tals in the current Guide Issue of Hospitals, the 
Journal of the American Hospital Association, 
or (2) found on the Master Facility Inventory 
List maintained by the National Center for 
Health Statistics. 

Short-stay hospital.-A short-stay hospital 
is one in which the type of service provided by 
the hospital is general; maternity; eye, ear, nose, 
and throat; children’s; or osteopathic; or it may 
be the hospital department of an institution. 

Hospital. day.-A hospital day is a day on 
which a person is confined to a hospital. The 
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day is counted as a hospital day only if the 
patient stays overnight. Thus a patient who 
enters the hospital on Monday afternoon and 
leaves Wednesday noon is considered to have 
had 2 hospital days. 

Hospital days during the year.-The num­
ber of hospital days during the year is the total 
number for all hospital episodes in the 1%month 
period prior to the interview week. For the pur­
poses of this estimate, episodes overlapping the 
beginning or end of the 12-month period are 
subdivided so that only those days falling within 
the period are included. 

Hospital episode.-A hospital episode is any 
continuous period of stay of 1 night or more in 
a hospital as an inpatient except the period of 
stay of a well newborn infant. A hospital epi­
sode is recorded for a family member whenever 
any part of his hospital stay is included in the 
12-month period prior to the interview week. 

Hospital discharge.-A hospital discharge is 
the completion of any continuous period of stay 
of 1 or more nights in a hospital as an inpatient 
except the period of stay of a well newborn in­
fant. A hospital discharge is recorded whenever a 
present member of the household is reported to 
have been discharged from a hospital in the 
12-month period prior to the interview week. 
(Estimates were based on discharges which oc­
curred during the 6-month period prior to the 
interview.) 

Length of hospital stay.-The length of 
hospital stay is the duration in days, exclusive of 
the day of discharge, of a hospital discharge. 
(See definition of “hospital discharge.“) 

Average length of stay.-The average length 
of stay per discharged patient is computed by 
dividing the total number of hospital days for a 
specified group by the total number of dis­
charges for the same group. 

Terms Relating to Dental Visits 

Dental visit.-A dental visit is defined as 
any visit to a dentist’s office for treatment or 
advice, including services by a technician or 
hygienist acting under a dentist’s supervision. 

Interval since last dental visit.-The interval 
since the last dental visit is the length of time 
prior to the week of interview since a dentist or 

dental hygienist was last visited for treatment or 
advice of any type. 

Terms Relating to Physician Visits 

Physician visit.-A physician visit is defined 
as consultation with a physician, in person or by 
telephone, for examination, diagnosis, treat­
ment, or advice. The visit is considered to be a 
physician visit if the service is provided directly 
by the physician or by a nurse or other person 
acting under a physician’s supervision. For the 
purpose of this definition “physician” includes 
doctors of medicine a:nd osteopathic physicians. 
The term “doctor” is used in the interview 
rather than “physician” because of popular 
usage. However, the #concept toward which all 
instructions are directed is that which is 
described here. 

Physician visits for services provided on a 
mass basis are not included in the tabulations. A 
service received on a mass basis is defined as any 
service involving only a single test (e.g., test for 
diabetes) or a single procedure (e.g., smallpox 
vaccination) when this single service was admin­
istered identically to all persons who were at the 
place for this purpose. Hence obtaining a chest 
X-ray in a tuberculosis chest X-ray trailer is not 
included as a physician visit. However, a special 
chest X-ray given in a physician’s office or in an 
outpatient clinic is considered a physician visit. 

Physician visits to hospital inpatients are 
not included. 

If a physician is called to a house to see 
more than one person, the call is considered a 
separate physician visit for each person about 
whom the physician was consulted. 

A physician visit is associated with the per-
son about whom the advice was sought, even if 
that person did not actually see or consult the 
physician. For example, if a mother consults a 
physician about one of her children, the physi­
cian visit is ascribed to, the child. 

Place of visit--The place of visit is a clas­
sification of the types of places at which a 
physician visit occurs. Definitions of the various 
categories are as follows: 

Home is defined as any place in which the per-
son was staying at the time of the physician’s 
visit. It may be his own home, the home of a 



friend, a hotel, or any other place the person 
may have been staying (except as an overnight 
patient in a hospital). 

Office is defined as the office of a physician in 
private practice only. This may be an office in 
the physician’s home, an individual office in an 
office building, or a suite of offices occupied by 
several physicians. For purposes of this survey, 
physicians connected with prepayment-group-
practice plans are considered to be in private 
practice. 

Hospital clinic is defined as an outpatient clinic 
or emergency room in any hospital. 

Company or industry health unit refers to treat­
ment received from a physician or under a physi­
cian’s supervision at a place of business (e.g., 
factory, store, office building). This includes 
emergency or first-aid rooms located in such 
places if treatment was received there from a 
physician or trained nurse. 

Telephone contact refers to advice given in a 
telephone call by the physician directly or 

’ 000 

through a nurse. (Calls for appointments are ex­
cluded.) 

Other refers to advice or treatment received 
from a physician or under a physician’s general 
supervision at a school, at an insurance office, at 
a health department clinic, or any other place at 
which a physician consultation might take place. 

Interval since last physician visit.-The in­
terval since the last physician visit is the length 
of time prior to the week of interview since a 
physician was last consulted in person or by tele­
phone for treatment or advice of any type what-
ever. A physician visit to a hospital inpatient 
may be counted as the last time a physician was 
seen. 

Demographic Term 

Age.-The age recorded for each person is 
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single 
years and grouped in a variety of distributions 
depending on the purpose of the table. 

, 
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APPENDIX III 

ITEMS ON QUESTIONNAIRE RELATING,TO CHRONIC ACTIVITY I-IMITATION, 1974 

Probe Questions SP 12Mo. DV CE
r( r-l u l-l 

lo. What is the nome of the head of this how&old? - Enter name in first column. lo. Plrst “mlC 
b. Whor ore the names of oil other persons who live here? - List all persons who live here. Yes* No 01 

c. I hove listed (Read names.) Is there anyone else staying here now, such 8s friends, relatives, or roomers? 0 0 
RACE 

d. Hove I missed anyone who USUALLY I ives here but is now eway from home? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 _____ 

l . Do any of the people in this household hove o home anywhere else? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 n Last name 
* 

If any adult males listed, ask: Apply household membership ruIes. 
f. 	 Are any of the persons in this household now on full-time 

active duty with the Armed Forces of the United States? . . . . . . a . a 1 Y COl(S).~ (Delete) 2 N 

2. 	 How is r&red to __ (Head of household)? 2. Rclarionship 

HEAD 

3. What is --‘s date of birth? (Enter dare and Age, and circle Race and Sex) 3. Month Date Year 

1. Record the number of Doctor Visits, Hospitalizations, and Work loss days. DR. ) HOSP 1 WORK LOSS 

r 0 None (8) 

2. Record each condition in the person’s column, with the question number(s) where it was reported. 

Reference dares 

l-week period 

Dentist and Doctor 
visit probe 

Hospital probe 

) Refer fo Flashcard to derermine Sample Persons; mark SP boxes. 

If related persons I7 years old or over are listed in addition fo the respondent, say: 


H We would like to hove oil odolts who ore ot home take port in the interview. 

Is your --, your --, etc., ot home now. 7 If “Yes” ask: Please ask them to join us. H 


This sowe is being conducted to collect information on the Nation’s health. I will ask about visits to 
doctors on % dentists, illness in the family, and other he&h related items. (Hand calendar) 
The next few questions refer to the post 2 weeks, the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar, 
beginning Monday, (date) , and ending this post Sunday, (date) . Y WV 

40. 	 During those 2 weeks, did stay in bed because of any illness or injury? 40. 00 N If 1110: 
__---_________-------------~~~~~~~-~~------------~--~~~~--------------~~~~~~~~~ i! 17.~151 

b. During that Zweek period, how many days did stay in bed all or most of the day? 

5. 	 During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness or injury keep from work? 
(For females): not counting work around the house? 

I I-

6. During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness or injury keep from school? 6. 
-SL days 

If one or more days in 4b, ask 7; otherwise go to 8. 

7. On how many of these days lost from did stay in bed oil or most of the doy? 

in bed 
80. 	 (NOT COUNTING the day(s) lost from work )

lost from school 
\Yere there eny (other) days during the past 2 weeks that cot down on the things 
he usually does because of illness or injury?________-_-_---_--______________________---------------------------------------

in bed 
b. 	 (Again, not cognting the day(s) lost from work 1 

lost from school 
During that period, how many (orha) days did he cot down for os much os o day? 
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If on. or more days in 4-8, ask 9; otherwise go fo next person. 

Enter mndlilon In /tern C 
90. What condition caused to during the post 2 weeks? 90. Ask 9b 

I I 

b. Did ony oth.r condition cws. him to 

rson’s column. 

c. 	 What was th. in/ury?
“___--__________________________________---------------------------------------

d. 	 Did clnyon. how any oth.r accid.nts or in/uri.s during that period? Y (Reask IOb and c) 
-r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
If “Accident or Injury,” ask: 

. . As . r.sult of th. .ecid.nt, did I.. a doctor or did he cut down on the things h. usually doer? 

la. 	 During th. post 2 w..ks, did anyon. in the family, 
that is you, your --, .tc., go to o dentist? Y 
____________-___________________________---------------------------------------

b. 	 Who was this? - Mark “Dental visif” box in person’s column_____-__-__L__________ __________L---__________________I_______----------------

C. 	During th. past 2 w..ks, did anyone else in the family go to a dentist? Y (Reosk I lb ond c) N 
___-_-______-___________________________---------------------------------------

Do not ask for children I yr. old and under. 
2.. During th. post 12 months (that is, sine. a yeor ago), about how many visits did -L mat. to o dentist? 

(Includ. th. visits you olr.ady told me-%?-I ut.a
___-_-__________________________L_______--------------------------------------­

b. 	 ABOUT how long has it b..n since LAST went to a dentist? 1 ,-J 2-week dental visit (NP) 
---------_--------. 
2 ,-J 	 Part 2 v,veeks not 

repwted (11) 

10 2 weeks-6 months 

4 0 Over 6-12 nmnthr 

5 I-J I year 
NP 

6 0 2-4 years 1 

IS. 	 During th. past 2 w..ks (th. 2 w..ks outlirmd in r.d on that cal.ndar) how many 
tim.s did I.. a m.dical doctor? 

od did anyon. in th. family go to o doctor’s office or 
, t.sts, or l xaminotions?---__________-_--_______________________------------------------

b. 	 Who w.. this? - Mark “Doctor visit” box in person’s column.--~~~--------_------____________________~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~ 
C. 	Anyon. ds*? Y (Reosk I6b and c) 

N 

If “Doctor visit,” ask: 
d. How m.ny tim.. did visit th. doctor during that period? I d. I -Number of visits (NP) 

b. 	 Who was the phone call about? - Mark “Phone call” box in person’s column. 
_-__-_______-____--_____________________----------------------------------------

C, Any calls about anyon. *Is.? Y (Reosk l7b and c) 
N 

If “Phone call.” ask: I I I 
-Number of calls 
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) 	 Fill item C. (DR), from 15-17 for all persons. 
Ask 18a for each person with visits in DR box. 

Be. 	 For what condition did see or talk to Q doctor during the past2 weeks?___-----________________________________-----------------------------------

b. 	 Did se. or talk to o doctor about any specific condition? 
________________________________________----------------------------------.-----

c. 	 What condition? 
_____--_____________------------------------------------------------- - - - - - - - - - -

d. 	 During that period, did sw or talk to. doctor about any other condition? 
_____-______________-----------------------------------------------------------

l 	. During the post 2 weeks was sick because of her pregnancy? 
____-_--________________________________----------------------------------~----

f. What was the matter? 

9.. 	 During the post 12 months, (that is sins. II year ago), about how many times did see or 
talk to o medical doctor? (Do not count + actors seen while (I patient in a hospital.) 
(Include the visits you already told me about.) 
__________________-------------------------------------------------------------

b. ABOUT how long has it been since LAST sow or talked to (I medical doctor? 

.“r 
b. 
.-

C. 

d. 
.-

. . 
.-

f. 

Pa. 

b. 

‘0. 
6. 
!l. 

_-

20 __ 
b _-

2 
‘30 __ 

b -
!C 

t 

2 

2 
!5c 

t 
__ 

-I 

-I 
d 

-
!6. -
DC 

t _-

2 
Ir 
-_ 

i--J Condition 	 (Iiem C 
THEN 18d) 

I-J Prelnency (18.1 
[7 No condition 

Y N fNPJ 

Enter con&p,;f~ /tern C 

Y (l&j N fNPI 

Y N fl8dJ .­
‘nter condltlon In Item C (16Id) 
c ,-J Only when In hospitel 
0 0 None 

-J 	 Pert 2 weeks Mark 
nor reported “12 Ml 
(16 and 18) DY” b 

M SP72wks.d mar. cclumr 

-J I yew 

72-4 yew* 

-J5+ys.r* 

-J Never 


, l-J Workin; (25.) 

2 0 Kee~inr hous. f25bJ 

3 0 Rerlred. h..lrh (24) 

4 0 Rerired. other (24) 


5 I-J Coin: to schoel (27) 


6 0 17t somethin; else (24) 

7 ,-J 6-16 som.lhin~ et,. (26) 


__-____-_----------
0 0 I-5ye.rs122, 
0 l--J “rider I (23) 

Y I N (29) 

7. Y (201 N------------------_ 
2 Y 1291 N f2W 

t Y I N INP) 

(291 

I Y 129) N 
------------------_ 
2 Y (29) N------------------_ 
z Y (29) N------------------_ 
3 Y (29) N 12.31 

Y f2W N ,------------------_ 
Y I N (29) 

2 Y (29) N______---_--------_ 
P. Y (29)-------------Y---__ 
3 Y (29) N f.W 

Y 1 N 1291 

2 Y 1291 N,-------------------
z Y (291 N,_---_-_---_-------_ 
P Y ,291 N 

4Y I N (NPI 

b. What was doing?,______--_______________________________--------------------------~----
Ages 

under 6 

220. 	 I. --able to take port at all in ordinary ploy with other children? __---_______----________________________---------------------------------~----
b. 	 Is he limited in the kind of ploy he con do because of his health? 

__--_________-_-________________________--------------------------------------
e. Is he limited in the amount of ploy because of his health? 

230. 	 Is limited in any way because of his health? 
--_-__________-_________________________--------------------------------------

b. In what way is he limited? Record limitation, not condition. 

26. 	 Does health now keep him from working?_______________-________________________---------------------------------.~----
b, 	 Is he limited in the kind of work he could do because of his health? 

_-__-_--__________-_____________________---------------------------------~----
5. 	 Is be limited in the amount of work he could do becous. of his health? 

____----________________________________--------------------------------------
d. Is he limited in the kind or omoont of other activities because of his health? 

2%. Doe. NOW hove o iob? _-____________---_______________________-------------------------------
b. 	 In terms of health, is --NOW able to (work - keep house) at all? _--_-___________________________________---------------------------------.~----
C. 	Is he limited in the kind of (work - housework) he con do because of his he&b? 

__________------________________________---------------------------------~----
d. 	 Is he limited in the omoont of (work -housework) he con do because of his health? 

_________--__--_____-----------------------------------------------------~.----
l . Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities beaus. of his health? 

26. In terms of health would be able to go to school? 

27a. Does (would) hove to go to a certain type of school because of his health? 
_______________-________________________--------------------------------------

b. 	 Is he (would he be) limited in school ottendonc. because of his health? __----_____------_______________________-----~--~~~~~~-----~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
5. Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities because of his health? 

28o. Is limited in ANY WAY hecouse of a disability or health? 
__---__-________________________________--------------------------------------

b. 1. what way is be limited? Record limitation, not condition. 

Ages 
6-16 

200. 	 What was doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - (For males): working or doing something else? 
If “something els..,” ask: (For females): keeping house, working,orrbing 

b. Whet was doing? something else? 

If 45+ years and was not “working,” “keeping house,” or “going to school,” ask: 
E. Is retired? 
d. If “retired,” ask: Did he retire because of his health? 

,____-___________-______________________--------------------------.-----
210. 	 What was doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - going to school or doing something else? 

If “something else,” ask: 
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been limited in 000 I-J Less than I month290. About how long has he been unable to 29.. 
had to go to a carkin type of school? I-Mos. 2 - yrs.-------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------

b. 	 Whet (o+hw) condition cases this limiktion? b. Enter ~~nft~og In Item c 

lf “old ape” only, ask: Is this limitation caused by any specific condition? 0 Old azc only (NP)-------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------------­
(Reeskc. Is this limittltion caused by any other condition? Y 
29b and c) 

N 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-~---------------------

Mark box or ask: ,,Only I condition 

d. 	 Which of these conditions would you ray is the MAIN cause of his limitation? 
d. Enter main condition 

date3Oa. Was a patient in o hospital at ony time since LL----------- a year ago? l---- _Y_----!fi!!Z-­___ ______________________________ 

b. Who was this? - Circle “Y” In person’s column. Jib. Y 
________________________________________------------------------------------------.---------------------
If “Y I ” ask* . 

C. 	During that period, how many timer was in a nursing home or similar place? 5. ~ Times (Item Cj 

Ask for each child I year old or under if date of birth is on or after reference date. 

3Za. Was born in B hospi+al? 320. 

If “Yes,” and no hospitalizations entered in his and/or mother’s column, enter “I” in 30b and item C. Y N (NW 
If “Yer,” and a hospitalization Is entered for the mother and/or baby, ask 32b for each. 
----__________-__--_____________________~~~~~~~~~~~--------~--~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_--._-______---_-________ 

b. 	 Is this hos~ltaliratlon included in the number YOU gave me for ? a 
If “No,” c&ect entries in 30 and item C for iother and/or baby. Y N 
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Condition Page 

CONDITION 1 	 The remaining questions Hill be asked as appropriate for the 
condition entered in: 

. Person nomb.r Name of condition 42 [7 Item I 0 Q. 3b 0 Q. 3d 

0 Q. 3a q 9. 3c 
4. During the post 2 weeks, did his . . . coos. him

!. When did last I.. or talk to o doctor about his . . .? to cut down on th. things he usually do.=? 1 Y 2 N (9)
I 0 lyehtervlew 	 I c] Past 2 wks. (Item C) s q 2-4 yrs. 

z [7 2 wks.-6 mos. 6 0 5r yrs. 5. Djring that period, how many days did h. cut 
(Reosk 2) 

s 0 Over 6-12 trios. 7 I-J Never down for as much os o day? - Days 

s n I yr. s 17 OK if Dr. seen 
oo 0 None (91 

s 0 DK when Dr. seen 6.F;iog that Z-week period, how many do s did -Days . . . keep him in bed all or most of t I . day? oo 0 NoneA 7 1 Examine “Name of condition” entw and mark 
9 1 10 Accident or injury (AZ) 0 6, Card C (AZ) 0 Neither (30) Ask if l7t years: 

If “Doctor not talked to.*’ record adequate description of condition. 7. How many days did his . . . ketp him from work 
If “Doctor talked co;’ ask: during that 2-week period? (For females): not 

coontins work around th. house? o. 	 What did th. doctor soy it was? - Did b. give it a medical nom.? 
Ask if 6-16 years: 

8. How many days did his . . . keep him from -Day= 
school during that 2-weak period? oo 0 None 

Do not ask for Cancer 
b. 	 What was the coos. of. . .? 9. When did first notice his . . .? 

I 0 Last week a 0 2 weeks-3 months
0 Accident or injury (AZ) 

2 0 Week before s 0 Over 3-12 months 
If the entry in 3a or 3b includes the words: 3 0 Past 2 weeks-DK which I 0 More than I2 months ago 

*illll.“t Condition D1Sord.r Trouble (Was it during the post 12 months or b.fore that tim.?) 
AWIld cyst GlOWdl Turner (Was it during the past 3 months or befor. that time?)
Asthma Defect Me0Sl.S Ulc., Ask c: 

(Was it during the past 2 weeks or b.for. that tim.?)Attack DiS.OSc R”pt”,. 

C. What kind of. . . is it? 

------------____________________________--------
For allergy or stroke, ask: 10. Con a.. well enough to r.oj ordinary n.wspop.r 

d. 

l right J . . . . ..tY nN 1 
----------------------------------..~.-----------
If in 3a-d there is an impairment or any of the following entries: a. First noticed during the past 2 weeks? 

Abscesr 
h.odoch.1 

Domap. 
Ache (.xc.pt Growth 

(Question 9). . . . . . . . . . . Y N (A51 

Bleeding Hemorrhage 
Blood clot InfSction 3. Doctor seen or talked to during the past 2 weeks? 
Boil InflDmmotion 
CO ”CW N.ur.lgl. 
Cramps (except Neurltls 

lll.“StN.IJ POI” 

Ask e 

A4 (Question 2). . . . . . . . . . . Y (Fill N 
buff form) 

Cy*t P.lry i. One or more cut-down dafs? 

. . Whet part of the body is aff.ct.d? (Question 5). . . . . . . . . . . Y (Fill N (AS) 
blue form) 

Show the following detail: FOOT OTES I 
H.od . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . skull, scalp, foes 
Bock/spine/v.rtcbr. ,.......... “pp.,, middle, lower 
Eororeye .a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . one or both 
Arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . one or both; shoulder, 

ban B 
er,

elbow, low.,, wis,, 
up 

L.g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . on. or both; hip, upp.r, knee,
lower, onkls, foot 

How do.1 th. allergy (strok.) affect him? print WITH GLASSES with his I I*ft 1 l y*7-m’ y pN i 
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---------------- ------------------------------- 

-- 

IA5 I 0 Accident or injury 0 Other (NC) 

110. Did the occident hoppen during the post 2 yeors or before that time? 

17 During the past 2 years 0 Before 2 years (120)
------------------__-----------------------------

b. When did the occident happen? 

q Last week q Over 3-12 months 

a Week before 0 l-2 years 

1.20. 	At the time of the occident whet port of the body woo hurt? 
What kind of injury woo it? Anything else? 

r -----_ - ________ [ ______ -----------------------] 

If accident happened more than 3 months ago, ask: 
b. 	 What port of the body is affected now? 

How is his affected? Is he affected in ony other way? 

I t ‘I 1 
13. Where did fhe occident happen?

I q At home (Inside house) 

a a At home (adjacent premises) 

a q Street and highway (includes roadway and public sidewalk) 

4 0 Farm 

I 0 Industrial place (includes premises) 

6 a School (includes premises) 

7 r] Place of recreation and sports, except at school 

a 0 Other (Specify) p 


I 

14. Was ot work ot his job or business when the accident happened? 

I Y 3 q Whtle in Armed Services 

2 N 4 0 Under 17 at time of accident 

1% 	 Was o car, truck, bus, or other motor vehicle 
involvad in tha occident in ony way? I Y ’ 2 N (NC) 
-_-___________-_-_-_------------------------------

b. 	 Was more than one vehicle involved? Y N-----------------_--------------------------------

c. Was it (either one) moving ot the time? 1 Y a N 
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-- 
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-- 

------------------------- 

Hospital Page 

HOSPITAL PAGE P.rsan numb.r 

You raid that was in tho’hospital (nursing horn.) during th. post y.ar. USE  YOUR CALENDAR 
ionth Oat. Yam 

, Whon’did A- .n(.r th. hoMt.1 (nursing horn.) Oh. last tim.)? Make sure the YEAR is CorrCC 19-
Gr 

, What is th. nom. and addr.ss of this hospital (nursing horn.)? 3. 
-AC/  (or county) state 

- -

, How many nights was in th. hospital (nursing horn.)? 	 4. _-Nights- -
Complete 5 from entries in 2 and 4: if not clear, ask the questions. 

3. 	How many of th.s. nights wr. during rh. past 12 months? So. Nights 
_------------------------------

b. 	How many of th.s. nights wr. during Ih. past 2 w..ks? b. --Nights
------------------------------. 

C. Was still In th. hospital (nursing horn.) lost Sunday night for this hospitolirotion (stay)? Y N” 
, For what condition did ent.r th. hospital (nursing home) - do you know th. medionl nom.? 6. 0 Normal delivery 0 Normal at blah 

If medical name unknown, enter an adequate description. Condition 

~~~~.;-
For delivery ask: I Show CAUSE,  KIND, and I-J On Card C 0 Ass. or Inl. 
Was this D normal d.liv.ry? If “NO I ” ask . I PART OF BODY in same ,------------------------------
For newborn, ask: What was the matter? 1 ’ detail as required for the Kind 

, Condition page.
Was th. baby normal at birth? I

I 
-----_--_---------------------

Par% of body 

-

D. 	W.r. any op.rotlons p.rform.d on during this stay at th. hospital (nursing horn.)? 7% Y 
-_______________________________________---------------------------- _------------------------------ 0 N (Pl 

b. Whar was th. nom. of tb. op.ration? b 

If name of operation is not known, describe what was done. -----_ _------------------------------_____-__----______-_---------------------------------------
Y (D.9scrlbe)3 N 

C. Any oth.r operations during this stay? -
c. 

I
I 

If there is one or more nights in 5b, a Condition page is required. 
If there is no Condition page, fill one after completing columns for all required hospitalizations.p

‘OOTNOTES 

46 



-- 

-- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-- 

-- 

------------------------- 

------------------------------ 

------------------------------ 

------------------------------ 

2-WEEKS DOCTOR VISITS PAGE I 1.-
Ewll.r, you told m. that had s..n or talked to a doctor during the past 2 weeks. 2. 

ta. On what (othw) dat.s during that 2-weak period did visit or talk to a doctor? -_ 

b. W.r. th.r. any othw doctor visits for him during that period? b 

1. 	 Where did h. I.. th. doctor on the 3, 
clinic, hospital, doctor’s offic., or -@=kataot .r place?ram. 

If Hospital: Was it th. outpatiwt clinic 
or th. .m.rg.ncy room? 

If Clinic: Was it a hospital outpatient 
clinic, a company clinic, or som. other 
kind of clinic? 

1. Is th. doctor a g.n.ral practitioner or a sp.ciolist? c 

I. During this visit (call) did --actually I.. (talk to) the doctor? 5. 

I.. why did h. visit (call) th. 	 doctor on (date) ? i, 

Write in reason 

Mark appropriate box(s) 

_________-______________________________---------------------------- __ 
b. Was this for any sprcific condition? a 

---____-______-_________________________----------~----------------- __ 
Mark box or ask: 

C. 	For what condition did visit (call) th. doctor on (date) ? 
2 

. .Sl Mark one box in each DV column > 

-
(Earlier, I was told that you had seen (I doctor during the part 2 weeks.) 

?a. 	 During this visit on (date) was your blood presswe taken? ‘a. 
-------_-_______________________________~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- _-

b. W.r. you told that your wading was high, low, normal, or wcr. you not told? b. 

___-___---___-__________________________----------------------------
c. 	 W.r. you told what th. num.ricol reading was? 5. 

--_______________--------------------------------------------------- _-

d. What was th. nunwicol wading? d. 

0 0 0 

aU.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1976-210.961:48 

‘erson number 

7777 f-J Lest week
OR 

{ 8~108j-~ Week before 
MDnth Date.------------------------------

’ (&ask 2s end bJ N (Ask 3-S icf each vlsltj 

0 0 While inpatient in hospital (Next OVJ 
I 17 Doctor’s office (group prsctlce or 

doctor’s clinic) 
2 0 Telephone 

3 I-J Hospital OutpatIent Clinic 

4 0 Home 

5 0 Horplcal Emergency Room 

6 0 Company or Industry Clinic 

7 0 Other (Specllyj 


7 

I Y 2N 

5I-J Other L­
Y 	 (Enter ccmditlon In 6a N NJ

and change to ‘Wag 
or treslment“J -

0 Condition reported in 6. 

3 0 T.l.phonc In 3 (N.9~1 DVJ 

t 0 Nor SP or SP und. 17 (Next DVJ 
20 Eligible rerp. avail. (71 
3 n Return E.,, rewired (Next DVJ 

I Y 2 N (Next DVJ 

I l--J High ,o Not told 
ZOLOW [7 Other (SpeclfyJ 
I ,-J Nomet 

I Y 2 N (Next OVJ 
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES 

Formerly Public Health Service Publication No. 1000 

Series 1. 	 Programs and Collection fiocedures.-Reports which describe the general programs of the National 
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and 
other material necessary for understanding the data. 

Series 2. 	 Data Evaluation and Methods Research.-Studies of new statistical methodology including experimental 
tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques, 
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory. 

Series 3. 	 Analytical Studies.-Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health 
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series. 

Series 4. 	 Documents and Committee Reports.-Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and 
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth 
and death certificates. 

Series 10. 	 Data from the Health Interview Survey.-Statistics on illness; accidental injuries; disability; use of 
hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and other health-related topics, based on data collected in 
a continuing national household interview survey. 

Series 11. 	Data from the Health Examination Survey.-Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement 
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of 
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of ipecific diseases in the United States and 
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac­
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an 
explicit finite universe of persons. 

Series 12. 	Data from the Institutionalized Population Surveys.-Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from 
these surveys will be in Series 13. 

Series 13. Data on Health Resources Utilization.-Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities 
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services. 

Series 14. 	Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities.-Statistics on the numbers, geographic distrib­
ution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu­
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities. 

Series 20. 	Data on Mortality.-Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly 
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time 
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on 
sample surveys of those records. 

Series 21. 	Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce.-Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other 
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables; 
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not 
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records. 

Series 22. 	Data from the National Mortality and Natality Surveys.-Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports 
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively. 

Series 23. 	Data from the National Survey of Family Growth.-Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso­
lution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey of 
a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 15-44 years of age. 

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: 	 Scientific and Technical Information Branch 
National Center for Health Statistics 
Public Health Service, HRA 
Rockville, Md. 20852 


	CONTENTS
	INTRODUCTION
	SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA
	HEALTH CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS LIMITED IN ACTIVITY
	LIST OF DETAILED TABLES
	APPENDIX I. TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS
	APPENDIX II. DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT
	APPENDIX III. ITEMS ON QUESTIONNAIRE RELATING TO CHRONIC ACTIVITY LIMITATION, 1974

	blank: 


