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LIMITATION OF ACTIVITY DUE TO CHRONIC

Charles S. Wilder, Division of Health Interview Statistics

CONDITIONS

INTRODUCTION

During 1974 an estimated 29,292,000 per-
sons, or 14.1 percent of the civilian population
not residing in institutions, were reported in
health interviews to have some degree of activity
limitation due to chronic disease or impairment.
Limitation of activity is defined as the inability
to carry on the major activity for one’s age-sex
group, such as working, keeping house, or going
to school; restriction in the amount or kind of
major activity; or restriction in relation to other
activities, such as recreational, church, or civic
interests.

The percentage of the population with activ-
ity limitation due to chronic conditions is the
highest reported since the inception of the
Health Interview Survey in July 1957. The next
highest percentage reported was in 1973 with
13.5 percent of the population with activity lim-
itation.

The two condition groups, heart conditions
and arthritis and rheumatism, were again the
Ieading causes of limitation with 16.2 and 15.0
percent of the limitations, respectively. As the
main cause of limitation these two condition
groups were reported to cause 13.0 and 11.1
percent, respectively, of the limitations. Thus
relatively few of these conditions were classified
as secondary causes of Imitation. During 1974
an average of 1.4 conditions per person with
chronic activity limitation were reported as main
or secondary causes of limitation. This is equal
to the rate obtained during the early 1960 ‘s.
During the 2-year period 1969-70 only 1.2 con-
ditions were reported per limited person and
during 1972 there were 1.3 limiting conditions

per person with limitation. In the most recent
~epo~t on limitation of actihty (Series 10, No.
96) for 1972, onIy the main cause of limitation
was reported. In the present report one table
shows main causes and others show all causes,
resuming tile earlier practice in reporting this
type of data.

Earlier reports in Series 10 specifically
devoted to chronic activity limitation are num-
bers 17, 45, 51, 61, 80, and 96. This report
foIlows the format used in Series 10, No. 61, in
which there was more detailed information
about causes of limitation than in the last two
reports—numbers 80 and 96. The Current Esti-
mates reports in Series 10 present summary in-
formation on activity limitation. These are num-
bers 52,60,63,72,79,85,95, and 100.

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS
OF THE DATA

The information from the Health Interview
Survey presented in this report is based on data
collected in a continuing nationwide survey con-
ducted by household interview. Each week a
probability sample of households is interviewed
by trained personnel of the U.S. Bureau of the
Census to obtain information about the health
and other characteristics of each member of the
household in the civilian noninstitutionalized
population of the United States. During the 52
weeks in calendar year 1974 the sample was
composed of approximately 40,000 interviewed
households containing about 116,000 persons
living there at the time of interview.

A description of the design of the survey,



the methods used in estimation, and general
qualifications of the data obtained from surveys
is presented in appendix I. Since the estimates
shown in this report are based on a sample of
the population rather than on the entire popula-
tion, they are subject to sampling error. There-
fore, particular attention should be paid to the
section entitled “Reliability of Estimates. ” Sam-
pling errors for most of the estimates are of rela-
tively low magnitude. However, where an esti-
mated number or the numerator or denominator
of a rate or percentage is small, the sampling
error may be high. Charts of relative sampling
errors and instructions for their use are shown in
appendix I.

Certain terms used in this report are defined
in appendix II. Some of the terms have special-
ized meanings for the purpose of the survey;
therefore, the reader should examine this section
of the report.

The questionnaire used in 1974 is illustrated
in the Current Estimates report, Series 10, No.
100. The portions of this questionnaire dealing
with limitation of activity are presented in ap -
pendix III of this report.

Each person was classified by usual activity
status during the year prior to interview (ques-
tions 20 and 21). Then the person was asked the
questions about limitation which were most ap-
propriate to the major activity to which he had
been classified (questions 22-2 7). For instance,
those persons who were usually working were
asked question 24 about any degree of limita-
tion in ability to work or in other activities be-
cause of health.

If no limitation was reported in response to
these questions, each person was asked an addi-
tional question about any other limitation (ques-
tion 28). Persons who reported some degree of
limitation of activity were asked question 29
about the duration of the limitation and the
chronic conditions causing the limitation. In
some instances a specific chronic condition was
not reported; in this event, “old age only” or
some similar response about the person’s state of
health was accepted as a chronic condition. If
the condition causing the limitation was an
acute condition causing temporary disability,
such as injury or pregnancy, the limitation ques-
tions were reasked about long-term disability

present other than this temporary disability. For
instance, a person may be confined to bed with
a fracture of the femur but also be limited in
kind or amount of work due to a heart condi-
tion. In this case the person is classified as “Lim-
ited in amount or kind of major activity” rather
than as “Unable to carry-on major activity,” be-
cause the fractured femur is a temporary condi- ,
tion while the heart condition is chronic.

Questionnaire design and interviewer train-
ing have aimed at minimizing the effects of re-
spondent differences in reporting. However, it
should be pointed out that respondents in health
interviews report only those things which they
know about and are willing to talk about in an
interview situation.

The restriction of the survey to the civikn
noninstitutionalized population living at the
time of the interview affects the estimates of
persons with chronic limitation of activity. The
omission of the institutionalized population de-
creases the rate and reduces the estimated total
number of limited persons in the civilian popula-
tion, since the proportion of chronically llimited
persons in institutions is high> The exclusion of
military personnel increases the rate but has lit-
tle effect on the estimated total number of per-
sons limited in activity, since few of these peo-
ple remain in the armed forces.

Chronic Limitation Status

During 1974 an estimated 29,292,000 per-
sons in the civilian noninstitutional.ized popula-
tion of the United States were reported to be
limited in activity to some degree due to (chronic
disease or impairment (table 1). About 14.1 per-
cent of the population had some degree of limi-
tation. About 3.3 percent of the population
were unable to carry on the major activity of
their age-sex group (working, keeping house,
going to school). About 7.3 percent were limited

1For instance, Series 12, numbers 22 and 24:present
statistics on the extent of disability among patients in
nursing homes.

2



Table A. Total population and percent distribution of persons by degree of chronic ac-
tivity limitation: United States, July 1957-December 1974

July 1957-June 1958---
July 1958-June 1959---
July 1959-June 1960---
July 1960-June 1961---
July 1961-June 1962---
July 1962-June 1963---
July 1963-June 1964---
July 1964-June 1965---
July 1965-June 1966---
July 1966-June 1967---

Total population

Yearl Number
in

thou-
sands

168,369
171,300
174,621
177,984
180,790
183,146
185,797
188,430
1903710
192,359

193,403
195,392
197,422
199,843
202,360
204,148
205,799
207,344

Percent

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

With no
limita-
tion of
activ-

ity

With limitation of activity

Total

Limited
but not

in
major
activ-
ity 2

Percent distribution,

89.9
90.2
89.5
88.7
88.0
87.6
87.9
88.0
88.8
88.3

88.5
89.1
88.4
88.2
87.7
87.3
86.5
85.9

10.1

1::;
11.3
12.0
12.4
12.1
12.0
11.2
11.7

11.5
10.9
11.6
11.8
12.3
12.7
13.5
14.1

Limited
in

amount
or kind

of
major

activ-
ityz

1967------------------ 100.0
1968------------------ 100.0
1969------------------ 100.0
1970------------------ 100.0
1971------------------ 100.0
1972------------------ 100.0
1973------------------ 100.0
1974------------------ 100.0

lThe data unlimited persons for the period July 1957 through June 1967 were obtained
from persons with one or more chronic conditions reported in the interview. Later data
on limited persons were obtained for all persons.

2Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities.

2.7
2.5
2.8

$:
3.4
3.4
3.1
2.8
3.0

2.8

;::
2.9
3.0

:::
3.5

5.2

2:;
6.1
6.5
6.7
6.5
6.7
6.3
6.5

6.3

:::
6.0
6.4
6.6
7.1
7.3

Unable
to

carry
on

major
activ-
ityz

2.1

$:;

in the amount or kind of major activity and3.5
percent were limited in other activities, such as
recreationzd, church, orcivic activities.

Limitation of activity due to chronic condi-
tions has been measured in the Health Interview
Survey each year since the Survey wasinstituted
in JuIy 1957. Two basic methods of measuring
Iong-term disability have been used, the ’’condi-
tion” approach up to July 1967 and the “per-
son’’ approach sincethen.z

Table A shows percentages ofthepopulation
by degree of activity limitationdunng each year
of the survey. During 1974 the percentage with
any degree of activity limitation was the highest
ever reported. However, within each degree of
limitation thepercen~age reportedin 1974 isnot

2.8
2.9
2.9
3.0
3.1
3.3

remarkably different from that ofthenexthigh-
est percentage reported in earlier years.

2PriortoJuly1967 themeasurementofactivitylimi-
tationwas made onlyforthosepersonswho reported
one or more chronicconditionsintheinternew.Subse-
quentto thisdatelimitationof activitywas measured
forallpersons.Eachpersonwho reportedsome degree
of limitationwas asked for the chronicconditions
causingthelimitation.As mentionedearlier,ifaperson
reportedan acuteconditionascausingtemporarylimita-
tion,theprobequestionswerereaskedaboutlong-term
Iirnitationcausedbychronicdiseaseorimpairxnent.’i’he
reportentitled“InterviewingMethodsin theHealthIn-
terviewSurvey”(Series2,No. 48)discussesthechanges
indatacollectionprocedureafterJuly1967.Thereport
“HealthSurveyProcedure,1957-1974,”(Series1,No.
11)alsodiscussesthesechangesinprocedure.

3
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21.0 percent of causes not specified in the usual
presentation of data on causes of limitation of
activity, they are not included in the other de-
tailed tables because they are not particularly
informative about the specific nature of the
cause of limitation.

Table 2 differs from the usual format in a
second regard. It presents the estimates by main
cause only, rather than combining main and sec-
ondary causes for each activity limitation,,

Figure 1 (abstracted from table 3) shows the
five leading causes of activity limitation during
1974. These include both main and secondary
causes of limitation. When these same five causes
are restricted solely to the main causes they ac-
count for 39.0 percent of the total 29,292,000
limited persons.

t?igure 1. Percent of persons with activity limitation who reported
selected chronic conditions as causes of their limitations.

Age and Sex

Conditions Causing
Limitation

Most of the detailed tables showing specific
causes of activity limitation include both the
main and secondary causes in terms of the 30
categories of causes that have appeared in pre-
vious reports on limitations of activity. Tables 2
and 3 differ from this format. Both tables have
been expanded to indicate in some detail the
21.0 percent of causes not specified in the usual
format used in presenting these data. The first
additional seven groups include 17.6 percent of
the unspecified causes. As may be noted each of
these categories is quite heterogeneous and in-
cludes a large number of ICDA or impairment
codes. The final 3.4 percent of unspecified
causes is accounted for by the approximately
1,000,000 persons who could not name a spe-
cific chronic condition as the cause of their limi-
tation. Most of these (796,000 of the 1,000,000
persons) gave “old age” as the reason. The final
category “other” consist of the remainder of the
group who could not name a specific condition
and did not specify “old age. ”

While these additional nine lines of data give
some general indication of the nature of the

The remaining sections of this report present
numbers and percentages of persons limited in
activity and the distribution of all causes (main
and secondary) for various demographic charac-
teristics.

As age increased, the percentages of persons
in each succeeding age group in table 1 with
limitation of activity also rose. Among persons
under 17 years of age about 3.7 percent, or 1 in
each 25 persons, were reported to have some
clegree of limitation. However, among persons
65 years and older, 45.9 percent had some de-
gree of limitation. An estimated 17.1 percent of
all persons 65 years and older were unable to
carry on their major activity of working or
keeping house.

Tables B and C present percentages of the
population with some degree of limitation of ac-
tivity. Comparing crude percentages for clemo-
graphic characteristics to determine relationships
of health measures among population groups is
not advisable without taking into account differ-
ences in the age clistributions of the various pop-
ulation groups. Because of differences in age dis-
tribution of populations, comparisons should he
made within age groups or by using age-adjustecl
percentages. Age-adjusted data can be compared
directly since the rates assume identical age dis-
tributions of all groups. The standard population
used in table C for age-adjusting these (data by



Table B. Unadjusted and age-adjusted percents of population with limitation of ac-
tivity due to chronic conditions by age and selected characteristics: United States,
1974

Characteristic

Tota12 -----------------------

Sex

Male -------------------------------
Female -----------------------------

Family income

Less than $3,000-------------------
$3,000-$4,999----------------------
$5,000-$6,999----------------------
$7,000-$9,999----------------------
$10,000-$14,999--------------------
$15,000 or more --------------------

Color and family income

White2-----------------------------
Less than $5,000-----------------
$5,000 or more -------------------

All other2-------------------------
Less than $5,000-----------------
.$5,000or more -------------------

Living
Living
Living
Living

Living arrangements

alone -----------------------
with nonrelatives -----------
with spouse -----------------
with relatives—other -------

Geographic region

Northeast -------- ---------------- --

North Central ----------------------
South ------------------------------

Place of residence

All SMSA -------. ----.--- -------- ---
Central city ---------------------
Not central city -----------------

Outside SMSA -----------------------
Nonfarm ---------------- -------- --

Outside SMSA-farm ----------------

All ages

!EIEZ

14.1

14.3
14.0

32.4
26.7
18.4
13.6

::;

14.1
31.2
11.2

14.4
24.1
9.2

30.1
16.6
17.3
8.2

13.8
13.6
14.7
14.4

13.4
14.7
12.4

15.8
15.8
15.5

14.1

15.0
13.4

24.9
21.7
16.8
14.3
12.2
10.4

13.8
22.7
12.3

17.1
:;.:

.

17.2
15.7
...

16.5

13.2
13.7
14.9
14.8

13.6
14.3
13.1

15.2
15.3
14.1

Under
17

17-44 45-64 65 years

years
years years and over

Percent

3.7

$;
.

5.1

%;
3.4

H

3.7
6.1
3.5

;:;
3.0

*
*

...
3.7

4.1
3.5

;::

:::
3.6

3.4
3.5
2.8

8.8

9.2
8.6

15.4
16.7
11.8
9.0

H

1!:5
7.8

10.6
18.4
8.1

11.9

;:$
9.7

8.6

::!
10.0

8.7
9.2
8.3

9.2

;::

24.1

25.3
23.0

57.3
42.1
30.9
27.8
19.9
14.4

23.3
47.8
20.0

30.7
53.5
19.3

31.7
35.7
22.2
30.5

21.1
22.5
27.8
24.3

22.6
24.5
21.1

27.4
27.8
25.2

45.9

49.7
43.1

54.9
49.1
43.1
40.3
41.4
38.4

44.8
50.8
40.8

56.2
59.9
45.5

45.1
54.8
43.6
52.9

42.9
44.4
49.7
45.8

44.2
44.4
43.9

48.9
49.1
47.2

‘Adjusted by the direct method to the age distribution of the total civilian nonin-
stitutionalized population of the United States.

zIncludes Unknow incme.
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Table C. Unadjusted and age-adjusted percents of persons 17 years and over with.limi-
tation of activitv due to chronic conditions by age, educational attainment, and-
usual activity: Uhited States, 1974

Educational attainment and
usual activity

TotalZ-------------------

Educational attainment

Less than 5 years--------------
5-8 years----------------------
9-11 years---------------------
12 years-----------------------
13-15 years--------------------
16 years or more ---------------

Usual activity

Usw’lly working----------------
Usually keeping house----------

All ages 17 years and over

17-44 45-64

Age ~

I

years years
Unadjusted adjusted

18.7

48.7
35.3
18.8
13.0
13.1
10.8

10.8
24.0

Percent

18.7

37.6
26.1
19.7
15.3
16.1
12.6

12.4
20.6

8.8

27.8
16.0
9.9

;::
6.2

1:::

24.1

44.6
33.9
26.7
18.6
20.3
14.3

15.5
29.4

65
years
and
over

——

45.9

61.2
49.0
43.7
37.4
38.4
34.2

25.8
41.1

lAdfiustedby the direct method to the age distribution of all persons 17 years and
over i; the ci~ilian noninstitutionalized copulation of the United States.. .

zIncludes unknown education.

the dmectmethod~ istheagedistributionofthe
totalchilkmnoninstitutionalizedpopulation for
both sexes using four age groups:under 17,
1744, 45-64, and65 and over. Fortable Cthe
population 17 years and over (omitting the age
group under 17 years) was used asthe standard.
The reader should use the age-adjusted rates
only for examination of the relationships within

.
~ gwen demographic characteristic. The unad-
justed (crude) percentages are the actual ones,
and any quotation of percentages and age-
specific rates shouldbe of the crude rates rather
than ofthe adjusted data.

During 1974 the percentage of males with

?’The “dmct method” of age adjustment is accom-
plished by multiplying the specific rate of each age
group bythepopulation forthe corresponding sgegroup
in the standard population. The adjusted rate is formed
by adding the resulting products for each agegroupand
dividing the sum by the total population thatwas taken
asastandard.

any degree of activity Iirnitation was much the
same as that for females. However, after age ad-
justment thepercentage for males wassomewhat
higher than that for females. This difference re-
sults primarily from the sex difference among
persons 65years and over,notably forthose per-
sons who were unable to carry on their major
activity (tables B andl).

Tables 4and5 show the distributions of the
30 condition groups of causes oflimitationby
ageandsex. The twoleading causes oflimitation
among persons under 45 years of age were im-
pairments (except paralysis) of back or spine
causing or contributing to 10.4 percent of the
limitations and asthma, with or without hay-
fever, with 9.8 percent. Among persons 45-64
years of age, heart conditions with 19.9 percent
and arthritis and rheumatism with 17.4 percent
were the two leading causes. These same two
causes were also the leading causes among per-
sons 65 years of age and older with 23.5 and
23.2 percent, respectively.



Among maIes and females heart conditions
and arthritis and rheumatism were the two lead-
ing causes of activity limitation, but the order
was different. Among males heart conditions
were reported as contributing to 18.0 percent
and arthritis and rheumatism to 10.1 percent.
Among females arthritis and rheumatism caused
19.6 percent and heart conditions 14.5 percent.

Family Income and Color

The inverse relationship between fan-dy in-
come and the proportion of the population in
each income group with limitation of activity is,
as in earlier years, noted in these data (tables B,
6, and 7). Among persons with annual family
income under $3,000, about 32.4 percent were
limited, while among persons with $15,000 or
more income, an estimated 8.5 percent were lim-
ited in activity. However, because of the dispro-
portionate number of older persons in the lower
income groups with a substantially higher rate of
limitation, it is more appropriate to examine the
age-adjusted percentages with limitation pre-
sented in table B which shows that about 24.9
percent of the lowest income group were limited
in activity compared with 10.4 percent in the
highest income group. Thus some of the differ-
ential is accounted for by the age distribution,
but much of the inverse relationship remains.

In the lowest income group arthritis and
rheumatism was the leading cause of limitation
accounting for or contributing to 22.1 percent
of the limitation (tables 8 and 9). Hem-t condi-
tions was the second leading cause in fhis in-
come group with 17.5 percent; this condition
group was the leading cause in the other 5 in-
come groups with arthritis and rheumatism in
second position.

When family income and age are examined
as in table 10, for two income groups and two
age groups, the two leading causes of activity
limitation for persons under 45 years with in-
come under $5,000 were mental and nervous
conditions and impairment of back or spine. In
this income group among persons 45 years and
older, the two leading causes were arthritis and
rheumatism and heart conditions. In the income
group $5,000 or more the leading causes among
persons under 45 yearn of age were impairments

of back or spine and asthma, with or without
hayfevei. The leading causes for older persons
were heart conditions and arthritis and rheuma-
tism.

Without age adjustment the percentages of
the population in two color groups, white and
all other, are approximately the same (tables 11
and 12). However, when these are age-adjusted
to remove the effects of uneven age distribution,
it can be seen in table B that white persons had a
lower propotiion with Imitation. When family
income is added as another variable it can be
seen for the age-adjusted data that the lower per-
centage for white persons is restricted to the in-
come group under $5,000 and that for the
higher incorqe grtmp the percentages with limita-
tion are about the same.

The leading causes of limitation among
white persons of all ages were heart conditions
and arthritis and rheumatism (tables 13 and 14).
These same two groups were the leading causes
among white persons 45 years and older. Among
these persons under 45 years impairments of
back or spine and asthma were the leading
causes.

Among persons other than white the leading
causes for all ages and 45 years and older wer,e
the same-arthritis and rheumatism and heart
conditions. bong persons under 45 years
asthma and mental and nervous conditions were
the leading causes. It is of interest that the fre-
quently observed racial differential for hyperten-
sion is present in these data. Approximately
twice as Klgh a percentage of limitation was
caused by hypertension without heart involve-
ment among persons other than white than
among white persons—12.4 percent as compared
with 5.9 percent. This differentizd was even
greater among persons under 45 years of age.

Educational Attainment

The educational attainment of each person
17 years and older was obtained in the health
interwiew. The question empIoyed asked for the
highest grade completed in the regular school
system. For persons still in the schooI system
the measured education is the attainment at the
time of the interview which may be 1 or more
years below that upon completion of their edu-
cation.
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As educational level rises, the proportion of
persons in each educational group declines for
both unadjusted and age-adjusted percentages of
limitation of activity and particularly among
those affecting major activity (tables C, 15, and
16). The percentages of persons with limitation
not affecting major activity showed little varia-
tion by educational group.

In each educational group the two leading
causes of limitation were heart conditions and
arthritis and rheumatism (tables 17 and 18). It is
interesting that as educational attainment rose,
the proportion of limitations caused by these
two condition groups declined from a high for
the 5-8 year educational group. Three condition
groups, other musculoskeletal disorders, impair-
ments of back or spine, and impairments of
lower extremities and hip, with corresponding
rising percentages offset much of the decline for
the two leading causes.

Usual Activity Status

Each respondent in the health interview was
asked to classify himself and other members of
the family for whom he may have responded
according to the major activity usually per-
formed during the 12 months prior to interview.
The activity groups Iisted in tables 19 and 20
were preschool (all children under 6 years of
age), school-age (all children 6-16 years), usually
going to school (17 years and over), usually
working, usually keeping house (females only),
retired, and other. Chronic activity limitation
status was recorded for each family member ac-
cording to the reported activity. Persons classi-
fied as usually working, retired, or “other” were
asked about their ability to work.

The retired group of persons 45 years and
older has been subdivided into two subclasses—
retired for reasons of health and retired for
other reasons. As expected, persons who retired
for health reasons had the highest percentage
with activity limitation. The lowest percentages
were reported for the preschool and school-age
populations under 17 years of age. The relatively
large percentage of limited persons in the “oth-
er” activity group probably reflects the inclusion
in this group of many persons who have never
worked and those who are not able to work but
who do not wish to think of themselves as re-
tired.

Tables 21 and 22 present information as to
the causes of limitation of persons aged 17 years
and older by usual activity. For the usually
working group the two leading causes were heart
conditions and impairments of back or spine.
The leading causes for the usually keeping house
group were arthritis and rheumatism and heart
conditions. Hypertension without heart involve-
ment contributed substantially as the third
leading cause. Heart conditions and arthritis and
rheumatism were the leading causes for the re-
tired and other activity groups.

Living Arrangements

h estimated 30.1 percent of the persons
who were living alone reported some degree of
activity limitation (tables B, 23, and 24). This
percentage is substantially larger than that for
the other three living arrangement groups-living
with nonrelatives, living with spouseA (husband-
wife), and living with relatives-other ~[family
members other than a husband-wife living to-
gether). However, after age adjustment or com-
paring age-specific percentages, the percentage
of persons living alone is not particularly differ-
ent from that for the other groups. The reason
for this is that the group of persons living alone
consists of numerous older persons more likely
to be limited–38.l percent of this group are 65
years and older.

Heart conditions and arthritis and rheuma-
tism were the Ieadlng causes of activity limita-
tion in each of these living arrangement cate-
gories

Geographic Distribution

There were relatively more limited persons
in the South and West Regions than in the other
two geographic regions of the United States

41t should be pointed out that the category used in
esrlier reports-living with relatives-married-is not the
same as the new category living with spouse. In the cate-
gory formerly used, all persons living in a family group
who were classified as presently married were included.
Beghmrng in 1973 the presently married group was sub-
divided into two categories-spouse present and spouse
absent. Thus in the living arrangements classitlcation it
was decided to use only presently married persons whose
spouse was also present in the family, resulting in the
new category: living with spouse.

8



(tables B, 27, and 28). ~ter age-adjustment the
distribution of proportions of Iimited persons re-
mained substantially unchanged. Tables 29 and
30 show the distributions of chronic conditions
causing or contributing to the activity Iirnitation
by ages under 45 years and 45 years and oIder.

The leading causes of limitation for persons
of all ages in all regions were heart conditions
and arthritis and rheumatism. Among Iimited
persons under 45 years of age asthma, with or
without hayfever and impairments of back or
spine were the leading causes. Heart conditions
and arthritis and rheumatism were the leading
causes among older persons 45 years and over in
aUfour regions.

A higher proportion of residents of central
cities tended to be limited in activity than did
other residents of standard metropolitan statis-
tical areas (SMSA) (tables 31 and 32). This rela-
tionship remained even after age adjustment of
the data. However, persons residing outside met-
ropolitan areas but not on farms had the highest
percentage of limited persons after adjusting for
uneven age distribution among the places of resi-
dence.

Heart conditions and arthritis and rheuma-
tism Ied the causes of limitation among residents
of zdl ages and those 45 and over inside and
outside metropolitan areas (tables 33 and 34).
Among persons under 45 years of age asthma
and impairments of back and spine were the
Ieading causes.

Comparison of Leading Causes-
1974 with 1965-1967

Table D shows the three leading causes of
activity limitation in 1974 compared with the
leading causes for July 1965-June 1967 as
presented in Series 10, No. 61. There is Iittle
change over time in the ranking of heart condi-
tions and arthritis and rheumatism which are the
usual leading causes. However, there is some
change in the ranking of the third leading cause.
Mental and nervous conditions is no longer a
Ieading cause in the 1974 data, having been
superseded by hypertension without heart in-
volvement.

9



Table D. Percent of limited persons by the 3 leading causes of activity limitation and selected characteristics:
United States, 1974 and July 1965-June 1967

Characteristic and 3 leading causes

ALL LINITED PERSONS

Heart conditions------------------------F----------------------------------
Arthritis and rhewtism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, hack or spine--------------------------------------------------

~

&

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhe=tism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairments, lower extremities and hips------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------

Female

Arthritis and rhewtism ---------------------------------------------------
Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement-------------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions----------------------------------------------

&

Under 45 years

Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever------------------------------------------
Iqairments, lower extremities and hips------------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions----------------------------------------------

45-64 years

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhewtism ---------------------------------------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement-------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spfie--------------------------------------------------

65 years and over

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhe-tism ---------------------------------------------------
Visual i~aiments ---------------------------------------------------------

FAMILY INCONE

Less than $3,000

Arthritis and rhemtism ---------------------------------------------------
Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement-------------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions----------------------------------------------

$3,000-$4,999

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhewtism ---------------------------------------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement-------------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions----------------------------------------------

$5,000-$6,999

Heart conditions---------y-------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhemtism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------

$7,000-$9,999

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhe-tism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement-------------------------------------

$10.000-$14.999

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhe-tism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or sptie--------------------------------------------------

$15,000 or more

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhe=tism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or sptie--------------------------------------------------

Percent
1974

16.2
15.0
7.0

18.0
10.1
7.2
...

19.6
1;.;

...

10.4
;.;

. . .

19.9
1;.;
.
...

23.5
23.2
9.8

22.1
17.5
9.7
...

18.8
1~.:

.
...

17.0
14.0
6.9

16.0
14.3

7.5

13.9
11.5
8.2

14.3
10.3
8.6

Percent
July 1965-
June 1967

16.4
14.8
8.2

17.1
10.8
...
9.0

19.0
15.6
...
9.6

12.6
8.6
...
9.2

19.0
16.9
...
9.1

21.9
20.2
9.1

18.8
18.2
...
9.4

16.9
13.7
...
7.7

14.9
12.5
8.7

13.3
11.6
11.5
...

14.3
11.3
10.4

17.2
12.3
9.2



Table D. Percent of limited persons by the 3 leading causes of activity limitation and selected characteristics:
United States, 1974 and July 1965-June 1967-Con.

Characteristic and 3 leading causes

ALL LIMITED PERSONS— Con.

-

e

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhe-tism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------

All other

Arthritis and rhemtism ---------------------------------------------------
Heart c0n<iti0ns----------------.y------------------------------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement-------------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions----------------------------------------------

GEOGRAPHIC REGION

Northeast

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhewtism ---------------------------------------------------
Visual *aiments ---------------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------

North Central

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhe-tism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------

m

Arthritis and rhe-tism ---------------------------------------------------
Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Hypertension without heart involve~t -------------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions----------------------------------------------

WA

Heart conditions-----------------------------------------------------------
Arthritis and rhemtism ---------------------------------------------------
Impairment, back or spine--------------------------------------------------

Percent
1974

16.4
14.8
7.3

16.6
14.8
12.4
...

17.6
14.0

6.8

16.1
14.6
7.4

16.8
16.5
9.0
...

14.2
13.6
S.4

Percent
JULY 1965-
June 196?

16.6
14.6
8.2

16.0
14.3
...
9.1

17.6
13.8
...
7.6

17.2
14.8
8.0

15.5
15.8
...
9.9

14.3
14.6
9.9
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Table 1. Total population and number and percent distribution of persons by activity limitation
status due to chronic conditions, according to sex and age: United States, 1974

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalked population. Tbe survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Sex and age

Both sexes

All ages ---------------

Under 17 years---------------
17-44 years------------------
45-64 years------------------
65 years and over------------

All ages-----------------

Under 17 years---------------
17-44 years------------------
45-64 years------------------
65 years and over------------

Female

All ages-----------------

Under 17 years---------------
17-44 years------------------
45-64 years------------------
65 years and over------------

Both sexes

All ages---------------

Under 17 years---------------
17-44 years------------------
45-64 years------------------
65 years and over------------

All ages-----------------

Under 17 years---------------
17-44 years------------------
45-64 years------------------
65 years and over------------

Female

All ages-----------------

Under 17 years---------------
17-44 years------------------
45-64 years------------------
65 years and over------------

With limitation of activity

With no
Total limitation

population of Ltiited, i:::;:t Unable to

activity Total
but not or kind carry on
in major of major major
activityi activityl activityl

Number of persons in thousands

207,34411 178,052

100,O3O]I 85,755

32,080 30,796
38,952 35,384
2:,:;; 15,260

9 4,315

107,314II 92,298mm

2,305 1,106
7,149 2,606

10,327 2,219
9,511 1,365

1,283 603
3,568 1,445
5,160 l,ll;
4,263

+

15,017 3,720

:,;:; 503
1,161

5;167 1,107
5,247 949

100.011 85.9

Percent distribution

100.0 96.3
100.0 91.2
100,0 75.9
100.0 54.1

100.OII 85.7

100.0 86.0

100.0 96.7
100.0 91.4
100.0 77.0
100.0 56.9

15,078

1,064
3,704
5,715
4,594

5,591

600
1,567
2,135
1,288

9,487

464
2,137
3,580
3,306

14.1 II 3.5 I 7.3

-4 34 5.6
4.0

2;:;
49.7

1.9
M

;:: 10.5
4.8 15.0

7
14.0 3.5 8.8

3.3 1.6 1.5

2!:: ::; 12:;
43.1 7.8 27.2

6,919

135
838

2,393
3,552

5,1(I9

5%
1,913
2,559

1,810

2:12
480
993

3.3

5.1

0.3

;:2
29.8

1.7

0.2
0.7
2.1
8.2

lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool ac-
tivities.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census
reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports,Series P-20,
P-25, and P-60.
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. . ... . .. .
Table 2. Wumber and percent distribution of persons with Mmitat ion of activityby

of limitation, according to degree of limitation: U!
[D.t. m luscd o. h<,.wh<,ldrnwwi.ws or the civilim n,minstil.timdkcd population. The surwy dcsim, general q.fl,fic

Chronic condition

Persons 1imited in
activity------------------

Tuberculosis, all fcmns----------

Malignant neoplasms--------------

Benign and unspecified
neoplasms-----------------------

Diabetes-------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions----

Heart conditions-----------------

Cerebrovasculardisease----------

Hypertension without heart
involvement---------------------

varicose veins-------------------

Hemorrhoids----------------------

Other conditions of circulatory
system--------------------------

Chronic br@chitis ---------------

Emphysema------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay
fever---------------------------

Hay fever, without asthma--------

Chronic sinusitis----------------

Other conditions c.frespiratory
system--------------------------

Peptic ulcer---------------------

Hernia---------------------------

other conditions of digestive
system--------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter----

Other conditions of genitour-
inary system--------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism---------

Other musculoskeletal disorders--

Visual impairments---------------

Hearing impairments--------------

Paralysis, complete or partial---

Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine----------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities
and shoulders-------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities
and hips------------------------

Absence, extremity---------------

%:=%*2 i%:y5w%d
of limb, back, and trunk--------

Special learning disability and
mental retardation--------------

Other impairments----------------

Diseases of eye and ear----------

Old in uries, no residual
ispeci ied-----------------------

Other chronic conditions---------

Ccmdition not specified:

Old age (65 years and over)----

Other--------------------------

pcmhx 1. Dcfinitbm .rterms arc :ivcn i“ appmiix

All With With

de~fes 1imitation Unable to
1p“pn:p 3 in amount carry on

activity in major or kind of major

li.mitation activity’ major activityl
activity’

Number of persons in thousands

29,292

84

450

158

779

1,065

3,795

519

1,186

179
*

698

151

555

1,191

170

81

420

309

398

519

210

278

3,263

1,364

653

456

480

1,739

485

1,460

232

422

560

448

812

505

2,186

796

204
——

7,295

*
55

*

214

219

487
*

266

59
*

133
*

67

552

102

42

100

96

85

103

39

66

658

371

254

278

118

495

182

604

76

92

80

119

277

111

650

93

35

15,078

41

213

83

363

502

2,113

1.58

726

105
*

331

92

220

554

68
*

202

145

244

267

128

166

1,910

796

228

149

194

1,044

255

619

79

223

295

238

361

295

1,084

413

123
.——

6,919

*

183

44

203

344

1,194

332

194
*

*

235
*

268

85
*

*

118

68

69

150

42

45

696

197

171
*

168

200

48

236

76

107

185

91

174

99

452

290

46

>e chron-icconazclon reporzea as me man cause
:ed States, 1974
m, and information on the reliability of th. minutes arc given in .p.
I

All With With

degrees limitation Unable to
l~”yn:y , ~ -Wt

of carry on

in major
or kind of major

La&;&&%n activftyl major Ilctivityl
actLvityl

100.0

0.3

1.5

0.5

2.7

3.6

13.0

1.8

4.0

0.6
*

2.4

0.5

1.9

4.1

0.6

0.3

1.4

1.1

1.4

1.8

0.7

0.9

11.1

4.7

2.2

1.6

1.6

5.9

1.7

5.0

0.8

1.4

1.9

1.5

2.8

1,7

7.5

2.7

0.7

Percent distribution

100.0

*
0.8

*

2.9

3.0

6.7
*

3.6

0.8
*

‘ 1.8
*

0.9

7.6

1.4

0.6

1.4

1.3

1.2

1.4

0.5

0.9

9.0

5.1

3.5

3.8

1.6

6.8

2.5

8.3

1.0

1.3

1.1

1.6

3.8

1.5

8.9

1.3

0.5

100.0

0.3

1.4

0.6

2.4

3.3

14.0

1.0

4.8

0.7
*

2.2

0.6

1.5

3.7

0.5
*

1.3

1.0

1.6

1.8

0.8

1.1

12.7

5.3

1.5

1.0

1.3

6.9

1.7

4.1

0.5

1.5

2.0

1.6

2.4

2.0

7.2

2.7

0.8

100.0

*
2.6

0.6

2.9

5.0

17.3

4.8

2.8
*

*

3.4
*

3.9

1,2
*

*

1.7

1.0

1.0

2.2

0.6

0.7

10.1

2.8

2.5
*

2.4

2.9

0.7

3.4

1.1

1.5

2.7

1.3

2.5

1.4

6.5

4.2

0.7

lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.

.
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Table 3. Number and percent distributionof persons with limitation of activity by selected chronic conditions causing limitation,
according to degree of limitation: United States, 1974

[Data m Lxmd on h.us.h.ld tntcm’icw$.[ the c,vilia. .oninstttt,tt<>.alucd population. T]>. survey dcswn, zcncral qtdifk

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in
activity------------------

Tuberculosis,all fOrms----------

Malignant neoplasms--------------

Benign and unspecified
neOplasms-----------------------

Diabetes-------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions----

Heart conditions-----------------

Cerebrovasculardisease----------

Hypertensionwithout heart in-
volvement-----------------------

Varicose veins-------------------

Ilemorrhoids----------------------

Other conditions of circulatory
Systm--------------------------

Chronic bronchitis---------------

Emphysema------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay
fever---------------------------

Hay fever, without asthma--------

Chronic sinusitis----------------

Other conditions of respiratory
system--------------------------

Peptic ulcer---------------------

Hernia---------------------------

Other conditions of digestive
system--------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter----

Other conditions of genitwr-
inary system--------------------

Arthritis and rheuma.tism---------

Other musculoskeletal disorders--

Visual impairments---------------

Hearing impairments--------------

Paralysis, complete or partial---

Impairments (exceptparalysis) of
back or spine-------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities
and shoulders-------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities
and hips------------------------

Absence, extremity---------------

Impairments (except paralysis
and absence) other and multiple
NSC of limb, back, and trunk----

Special learning disability and
mental retardation--------------

Other impairments----------------

Diseases of eye and ear----------

Old injtiries,no residual
specified-----------------------

Chronic conditions---------------

Condition not specified:

Old age (65 years and over)----

Other--------------------------

p.ndix 1. Dcfinmo.s of tcrtns arc ~i& in ;,ppcndi.

l)fajm activity refers to ability
2Smmnatians of conditions causing

than one condition as a cause of his
3Percentagesmay add to more than

All
With

degrees ~Imy:a:tin, limitation Unable to

of but not
in amount carry on
or kind of majoractivity in major

Limitation activityl major activityl
activityl

II I I

Number of persons in thousands2

29,292

122

633

262

1,448

1,504

4,753

793

1,976

267

92

1,148

293

822

1,434

210

191

602

550

690

948

35s

488

4,396

1,718

1,724

702

974

2,051

605

1,S89

325

554

606

900

1,471

847

3,195

796

204

7,295

*
85

37

270

270

576

42

348

67
*

168

52

79

575

110

48

116

116

111

142

48

86

754

403

465

319

152

553

199

688

90

106

85

157

403

157

766

93

35

15,078

54

293

148

702

711

2,506

239

1,171

177

48

567

168

308

684

99

93

280

278

396

492

198

285

2,549

1,019

696

265

345

1,207

322

829

110

287

320

437

652

489

1,620

413

123

6,919

50

255

76

475

523

1,670

512

457
*

*

413

73

435

175
*

50

206

156

183

315

112

117

1,092

296

563

119

477

291

84

372

124

160

202

307

415

201

809

290

46

m, md mformatio. on the reliability of the csti,mt.s m. givm m .p.

All With

degrees ~imy:::ion, limitation Unable to

of but not in amount carry on

activity in major or kind of major

limitation activity1 major activity?
activityl

100.0

0.4

2.2

0.9

4.9

5.1

16.2

2.7

6.7

0.9

0.3

3.9

1.0

2.8

4.9

0.7

0.7

2.1

1.9

2.4

3.2

1.2

1.7

15.0

5.9

5.9

2.4

3.3

7.0

2.1

6.4

1.1

1.9

2.1

3.1

5.0

2.9

10.9

2.7

0.7

Percent distribution

100.0
—.

*

1.2

0.5

3.7

3.7

7.9

0.6

4.8

0.9
*

2.3

0.7

1.1

7.9

1.5

0.7

1.6

1.6

1.5

1.9

0.7

1.2

10.3

5.5

6.4

4.4

2.1

7.6

2.7

9.4

1.2

1.5

1.2

2.2

5.5

2.2

10.5

1.3

0.5

100.0

0.4

1.9

1.0

4.7

4.7

16.6

1.6

7.8

1.2

0.3

3.8

1.1

2.0

4.5

0.7

0.6

1.9

1.8

2.6

3.3

1.3

1.9

16.9

6.8

4.6

1.8

2.3

8.o

2.1

5.5

0.7

1.9

2.1

2.9

4.3

3.2

10.7

2.7

0.8

100.0

0.7

3.7

1.1

6.9

7.6

24.1

7.4

6.6
*

*

6.0

1.1

6.3

2.5
*

0.7

3.0

2.3

2.6

4.6

1.6

1.7

15.8

4.3

8.1

1.7

6.9

4.2

1.2

5.4

1.8

2.3

2.9

4.4

6.0

2.9

11.7

4.2

0.7

to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
limitationmay be greater than the number of persons limited because a person can report more
limitation.
100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation.
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Table 4. Number of persons with limitation of activity by selected chronic conditions causing limitation, SSX, and age: United
States, 1974

IIkWarclmscdo.homclmld intcwicws of the civilian .<,.i.Stit.L1<lW. k.Cd P.puhd.n. Th. SUWCY design, general qualifications, and in formation.n the reliability.1 the .stimatcs arc Rwcn in ap.

Selected chronic condition

Persons lf.mitedin activity-----

Tuberculosis, all forms---------------
Malignant neoplasms-------------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms------

Diabetes------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions---------

Heart conditions----------------------

Cerebrovasculardisease---------------

Hypertensionwithout heart
Involvemen t--------------------------

Varicose veins------------------------

Hemorrhoids---------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory
system-------------------------------

Chronic bronchitis--------------------

Emphysema-----------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay fever-----

Hay fever, without asthma-------------

Chronic sinusitis---------------------

Other conditions of respiratory
system-------------------------------

Peptic ulcer--------------------------

Hernia--------------------------------

Other conditions of digestive system--

Diseases of kidney and ureter---------

Other conditions of genitourinary
system-------------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------

Other musculoskeletaldisorders-------

Visual impairments--------------------

Hearing impairments-------------------

Paralysis, complete or partial--------

Impairments (except paralysis) of
back or spine------------------------

Impairments (except para1ysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders----------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities
and hips-----------------------------

pc.di. L IMinitions oftcnmam gi.cn i“ appcdix II]

Both sexes Male Fema1e

u::= 45-64
65 65

All years All U:p 45-64 years All Under

ages 45
years Yea=s ~::

ages
years ye== ~g: ages years

Number of persons in thousands1

!9,292II 9,454

40

95

98

203

584

456

37

236

60
*

169

106

44

926

161

56

168

155

128

218

123

161

390

599

388

310

282

9B6

288

732

10,327 9,511

53 *

326 213

96 68

595 650

598 323

2,060 2,237

287 470

912 828

129 79
* 36

416 562

102 85

358 420

307 201

36 *

77 59

239 195

242 154

298 264

385 345

136 99

166 161

1,799 2,206

811 308

408 929

176 216

347 344

756 309

219 99

5851 572

14,275

72

285

75

621

683

2,571

424

637

45

53

469

155

636

745

110

91

412

300

378

381

130

174

1,446

859

838

401

526

966

377

1,026

4,852

*
40
*

99

287

246
*

79
*

*

48

46
*

474

100
*

97

85

80

97

37

*

138

325

260

200

137

446

194

454

5,160

*
127
*

277

270

1,251

164

305
*

*

189

57

265

154
*

35

177

135

163

167

50

61

643

&o&

211

93

212

386

140

360

4,263

*
119
*

245

126

1,073

246

254
*

*

233

53

338

118
*

*

7.39

80

135

116

43

91

664

130

368

108

177

134

44

212

L5,017

122

633

262

1,448

1,504

4,753

793

1,976

267

92

1,148

293

822

1,434

210

191

602

550

690

948

358

488

4,396

1,718

1,724

702

974

2,051

605

1,889

lSummationsof conditions causing limitationmay be greater than the number of persons limited because a person can report more
than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown.

50

348

187

827

821

2,182

369

1,338

223

39

678

138

186

689

100

100

190

251

312

567

227

314

2,950

859

886

301

447

1,085

228

863

4,602

*
55

70

104

297

209
*

156

53
*

122

61
*

452

61
*

77.

70

48

7.27.

85

140

252

274

128

111

146

540

94

278

65
45-64 ye&~
years

over

5,167

*
199

71

318

328

808

123

608

103
*

228

46

93

153

*

42

62

107

135

218

86

105

1,155

407

196

82

135

369

79

225

5,247

*
94

45

406

197

1>164

224

574

67
*

329
*

82

84
*

*

57

74

128

228

56

70

1,542

178

561

109

167

175

55

360
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Table 5. Percent distributionof persons with 1imitation of activity by selected chronic conditions causing limitation,according
to sex and age: United States, 1974

rDataarebasedonhousch.ld int.mi.ws of d,. civilian noninstit.ti.naliz.d population. The smvcy ctcsign, scncml qt!.lilicat,ons, and i“brnnt ion cm therdi,tbility or the .stim.tcs .I’C @c8t in w

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity-----

Tuberculosis, all forms---------------

Malignant neoplasms-------------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms------
Diabetes ------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions---------
Heart conditions ----------------------

Cerebrovasculardisease---------------

Hypertensionwithout heart in-
volvement----------------------------

Varicose veins------------------------

Hemorrhoids---------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory
system-------------------------------

Chronic bronchitis--------------------

Emphysema-----------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay fever-----

Hay fever, without asthma-------------

Chronic sinusitis---------------------

Other conditions of respiratory
system-------------------------------

Peptic ulcer--------------------------
Hernia --------------------------------

Other conditions of digestive
system-------------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter---------

Other conditions of genitourinary
Systqn-r-----------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------

Other musculoskeletal disorders-------

Visual impairments--------------------

Hearing impairments-------------------

Paralysis, complete or partial--------
Impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine-----------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders----------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities
and hips-----------------------------

pcndix L Definitions or terms arc giw” in npp..dix U]
n

Seth sexes
I

Male
I

Female

65 65 65
All u~p ~s-b~ years All U;$= 45-64 years All under 45-64 years
ages years Y’ar’ ~:: ages years years ~g: ages y::r~ years and

over

100.0

0.4

2.2

0.9

4.9

5.1

16.2

2.7

6.7

0.9

0.3

3.9

1.0

2.8

4.9

0.7

0.7

2.1

1.9

2.4

3.2

1.2

1.7

15.0

5.9

5.9

2.4

3.3

7.0

2.1

6.4

00.0

0.4

1.0

1.0

2.1

6.2

4.8

0.4

2.5

0.6
*

1.8

1.1

0.5

9.8

1.7

0.6

1.8

1.6

1.4

2.3

1.3

1.7

4.1

6.3

4.1

3.3

3.0

10.4

3.0

7.7

100.0

0.5

3.2

0.9

5.8

5.8

19.9

2.8

8.8

1.2
*

4.0

1.0

3.5

3.0

0.3

0.7

2.3

2.3

2.9

3.7

1.3

1.6

17.4

7.9

4.0

1.7

3.4

7.3

2.1

5.7

.00.0

*

2.2

0.7

6.8

3.4

23.5

4.9

8.7

0.8

0.4

5,9

0.9

4.4

2.1
*

0.6

2.1

1.6

2.8

3.6

1.0

1.7

23.2

3.2

9.8

2.3

3.6

3.2

1.0

6.0

Percent distributionl

100.OII

0.5

2.0

0.5

4.4

4.8

18,.0

3.0

4.5

0.3

0.4

3.3

1.1

4.5

5.2

0.8

0.6

2.9

2.1

2.6

2.7

0.9

1.2

10.1

6.0

5.9

2.8:

3.7

6.8

2.6

7.21

00.0

*
0.8
*

2.0

5.9

5.1
*

1.6
*

*

1.0

0.9
*

9,8

2.3.
*

2.0

1.8

1.6

2.0

,0.8

*

2.8

6.7

5.4

4.1

2.8

9.2

4.0

9.4

00.0

*
2.5
*

5.4

5.2

24.2

3.2

5.9
*

*

3.7

1.1

5.1

3.0
*

0.7

3.4

2.6

3.2

3.2

1.0

1.2

12.5

7.8

4.1

1.8

4.1

7.5

2.7

7.0

.00.0

*
2.8
*

5.7

3.0

25.2

5.8

6.0
*

*

5.5

1.2

7.9

2.8
*

*

3.3

1.9

3.2

2.7

1.0

2.1

15.6

3.0

8.6

2.5

4.2

3.1

1.0

5.0

100.0

0.3

2.3

1.2

5.5

5.5

14.5

2.5

8.9

1.5

0.3

4.5

0.9

1.2

4.6

0.7

0.7

1.3

1.7

2.1

3.8

1.5

2.1

19.6

5.7

5.9

2.0

3.0

7.2

1.5

5.7

.00.0

*
1.2

1.5

2.3

6,5

4.5
*

3.4

1.2
*

2.7

1.3
*

9.8

1.3
*

1.5

1.5

1.0

2.6

1.8

3.0

5.5

6.0

2,8

2.4

3.2

11.7

2.0

6.0

100.0

*
3.9

1.4

6.2

6.3

15.6

2.4

11.8

2.0
*

4.4

0.9

1.8

3.0
*

0.8

1.2

2.1

2.6

4.2

1.7

2.0

22.4

7.9

3.8

1.6

2.6

7.1

1.5

4.4

1
Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation;

hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown.

100.0

*
1.8

0.9

7.7

3.8

22.2

4.3

10.9

1.3
*

6.3
*

1.6

1.6
*

*

1.1

1.4

2.4

4.3

1.1

1.3

29.4

3.4

10.7

2.1

3.2

3.3

1.0

6.9

on the
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Table 6. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions,
family income, and age: United States, 1974

[Data are b.scdonhouseholdintervkwsoftheciviliannoninstitutimmlkedpopulation.Thesurveydesign,generaIqualifications, anclinformation on tbc reliability of
the estimatesaregiven in appendix I. DefiiidonsoftermsaregkcninappendixII]

Family income and age

I With limitation of activity

With no
Total ltiig;t ion

population
activity

I II I

Limited, Limited

but not in amount
Total

in major
or kind

activityl of major
activityl

Unable to
carry on
major

activityl

All incomesz

All ages-------------------------

Number of persons in thousands

29,292

2,305
7,149

10,327
9,511

4,856

15,078207,344

62,957
80,782
42,864
20,741

15,007

6,919178,052 7,295

1,106
2,606
2,219
1,365

1,064
3,704
5,715
4,594

2>573

3%
847

1,254

2,321

135
838

2,393
3,552

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over ----------------------

Less than $3,000

All ages---------------------------

60,652
73,633
32,536
11,230

1,47210,151 812

2?:
189
357

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$3,000-$4,999

All ages ---------------------------

3,140
4,771
2,731
4,364

17,516

2,980
4,035
1,168
1,968

160
736

1,564
2,396

4,685

14:
527
785

12,831 803 1,561

4,603
5,162
3,177
4,574

20,314

:,;;$

3;849
3,243

27,342

4,362
4,302
1,838
2,330

241
860

1,339
2,244

3,728

2%
182
273

134
443
691

1,054

1,817

*Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$5,000-$6,999

All ages---------------------------

169
466
917

16,586 785 1,126

147
456
616
598

1,924

106
564
817
437

2,740

312
855

1,:::

2,633

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$7,000-$9,999

All ages --------------------- ------

5,785
6,297
2,659
1>845

298
841

1,190
1,398

3,715

129
246
200
209

13:
373
591

860

*

3;:
345

23,627 931

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$10,000-$14,999

All ages---------------------------

8,519
11,123
5,394
2,305

51,319

17,612
21,885
9,596
2,026

62,898

8,234
10,119
3,897
1,377

286
1,004
1,497

928

4,995

612
1,632
1,913

838

5,328

152
348
284
147

46.324 1,506 748

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 yeara and over----------------------

17,000
20,254
7,883
1,188

275
620
476
135

15:
289
279

$15,000 or more

All ages--------------------------- 57,571 2,068 627

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

19,621
26,544
14,533
2,201

19,014
24,769
12,433
1,354

607
1,774
2,;::

344
842
743
138

239
828

1,157
409

*
105
199
299

1
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
2Includes unknown income.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on
the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P- 25, and P-60.
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Table 7. Percent distribution of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions, accord-
ing to family income and age: United States, 1974

[Dataarc bawd on household interviews of the civilian n,minstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the refkbifity of
the estimates are Kiven in appendix I. De~miticms of terms are given in appendix II]

,
With ltiitat ion of activity

Total
populationFamily incnme and age

All incomes2

All ages-------------------------

Percent distribution

14.1 3.5

1.8

:::
.

5.4

85.9 7.3

M
13.3
22.1

3.3

0.2
1.0

1%:

100,0

::;
24.1
45.9

32.4

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

Less than $3,000

All ages---------------------------

100,0
100.0
100.0
100.0

96.3
91.2
75.9
54.1

17.1100.0 67.6

94.9
84.6
42.8
45.1

9.8

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$3,000-$4,999

All ages---------------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

12:
57.3
54.9

26.7

~:;

8:2

4.6

M
5.7
6.0

3.9

2.8

3?:8
28.7

73.3 13.3

;::
21.8
23.0

100.0 8.9

94.8
83.3
57.9
50.9

12:;
42.1
49.1

18.4

*

1::?
20.0

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$5,000-$6,999

All ages--------------------------- 8.9100.0 81.6

95.1
88.2
69,1
56.9

5.5

100.0
100,0
100.0
100.0

1!::
30.9
43.1

13.6

::;
5.2
6.4

3.4

1.8

::i
6.4

2,9

1.6
2.8
5.0
6.7

3.3

M
16.0
18.4

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$7,000-$9,999

All ages---------------------------

1.9

1::;

100.0 86.4 7.0

1.2

1;:*
19.0

3.1

96.7
91.0
72.2
59.7

3.4

2?::
40.3

9.7

*Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

$10.000-$14.999

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

0.8

1:::

100.0 90.3 5.3

H
12.0
21.0

All ages--------------------------- 1.5

*100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

96.5
92.5
82.1
58.6

3.5

1;:;
4r.4

8.5

Under 17 years -------------------------
17-44 years ----------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------
65 years and over----------------------

0.7
3.0

13.8

$15,000 or more

4.2 1.0100.0 91.5

96.9
93.3
85.6
61,5

All ages---------------------------

3.1

1::;
38.4

::;
5.1
6.3

1.2
3.1

1:::

*100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

0.4
1.4

13.6

~Includes unknown income.
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 8. Number of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic conditions causing limitation and
family income: United States, 1974

[Data are Lxascdon household intc&%oft hecivilian nontistitutionafized popuhtion. ~esumcy dcsi~, gcncralqt!atifimtions, andinformation ontl,erefiabitity ofthccsti.
matm are given in appendix 1. Definitions of tcnns are git,cn in appendix 11]

Selected chronic conditions

persons limited in activity--------------

Tuberculosis, all forms------------------------

Malignant neoplasms----------------------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms---------------

Diabetes---------------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions------------------

Heart conditions-------------------------------

Cerebrovascular disease------------------------

Hypertension without heart involvement---------

Varicose veins---------------------------------

Hemorrhoids------------------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory system---------

Chronic bronchitis-----------------------------

Emphysema--------------------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay fever--------------

Hay fever, without asthma----------------------

Chronic sinusitis------------------------------

Other conditions of respiratory system---------

Peptic ulcer-----------------------------------

Hernia-----------------------------------------

Other conditions of digestive system-----------

Diseases of kidney and ureter------------------

Other conditions of genitourinary system-------

Arthritis and rheumatism-----------------------

Other musculoskeletal disorders----------------

Visual impairments-----------------------------

Hearing impairments----------------------------

Paralysis, complete or partial-----------------

Im&~n~ts (except paralysis) of back
------------------------- -------------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of upper extremities and shoulders------------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of lower extremities and hips-----------------

All
Lessthan $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- jlo:;o;- $1::000

incnmesl $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 more

29,292

122

633

262

1,448

1,504

4,753

793

1,976

267

92

1,148

293

822

1,434

210

191

602

550

690

94s

358

488

4,396

1,718

1,724

702

974

2,051

605

1,889

Number of persons in thousands2

4,856

*

107

65

313

349

852

136

472

62
*

244

38

116

162
*

59

10s

137

137

248

76

111

1,072

185

387

108

147

278

76

314

4.685

*
107
*

264

299

8S3

180

412

37
*

200

44

197

202
*

40

118

81

125

193

67

92

834

208

356

102

173

254

86

290

3,728

*

96
*

203

223

632

138

239
*

*

156

59

140

194
*

*

102

86

102

111

52

61

523

191

229

68

153

258

75

220

3,715

*

77
*

168

201

594

96

277

39
*

128

40

121

170
*

*

78

64

77

103

46

51

532

219

159

73

110

277

71

246 ~

4,995

*

114

41

179

212

696

94

249

41
*

134

61

94

302

49
*

94

80

98

127

45

64

574

386

218

177

153

409

125

341

5,328

*
102

38

225

136

763

S5

186

42
*

190

36

99

335

74
*

60

62

S6

91

41

71

547

422

249

125

169

459

143

361

lIncludes unknown income.
‘Summations of conditions causing lbnitation may be greater than the number of persons limited because a person

can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand,
selected conditions are shown.

they may be less because only



Table 9. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity by selected chronic conditions causing lim-
itation, according to family income: United States, 1974

[l)ataam b=tdonh<,ctsc), c,ldintcwicws ofthcciviLm n,,n,nstit.tional?zcd population. Thcsurvey desi~, genemlqudifications, mdinfomation onthercliability of theesti-

mates a=givcn in appendix L De finitions ofterms arcgiven inappendixll]

All
Less

Selected chronic condition than $3,000- &iJJ:-
kicOmesl $3,000 $4,999 , g;:&;- $:,000. $l::o=-

,999
more

—

Persons limited in activity-------------- 100.0

0.4

2.2

0.9

4.9

5.1

16.2

2,7

6.7

0.9

0.3

3.9

1.0

2.8

4.9

0.7

0.7

2.1

1.9

2,4

3.2

1.2

1.7

15.0

5.9

5.9

2.4

3.3

7.0

2.1

6.4

100.0

*
2.2

1.3

6.4

7.2

17.5

2.8

9.7

1.3
*

5.0

0.8

2.4

3.3
*

1.2

2.2

2.8

2.8

5.1

1.6

2.3

22.1

3.8

8.0

2.2

3.0

5.7

1.6

6.5

Percent distribution

100.0

Tuberculosis, all forms------------------------

Malignant neoplasms----------------------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms---------------

Diabetes---------------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions------------------

Heart conditions-------------------------------

Cerebrovascular disease------------------------

Hypertension without heart involvement---------

Varicose veins---------------------------------

Hemorrhoids------------------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory system---------

Chronic bronchitis-----------------------------

Emphysema--------------------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay fever--------------

Hay fever, without asthma----------------------

Chronic sinusitis------------------------------

Other conditions of respiratory system---------

Peptic ulcer-----------------------------------

Hernia-----------------------------------------

Other conditions of digestive system-----------

Diseases of kidney and ureter------------------

Other conditions of genitourinary system-------

Arthritis and rheumatism-----------------------

Other musculoskeletal disorders----------------

Visual impairments-----------------------------

Hearing impairments----------------------------

Paralysis, complete or partial-----------------

Impairments (except paralysis) of back

______J

or spine--------------------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of upper extremities and shoulders------------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of lower extremities and hips-----------------

~Includes unknown income.
Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his

limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown.

*
2.3
*

5.6

6.4

18.8

3.8

8.8

0.8
*

4.3

0.9

4.2

4.3
*

0.9

2.5

1.7

2.7

4.1

1.4

2.0

17.8

4.4

7.6

2.2

3.7

5.4

1.8

6.2

100.0

*
2.6
*

5.4

6.0

17.0

3.7

6.4
*

*

4.2

1,6

3.8

5.2
*

*

2.7

2.3

2.7

3.0

1.4

1.6

14.0

5.1

6.1

1.8

4.1

6.9

2.0

5.9

100.0

*
2.1
*

4.5

5.4

16.0

2.6

7.5

1.0
*

3.4

1.1

3.3

4.6
*

*

2.1

1.7

2.1

2.8

1.2

1.4

14.3

5.9

4.3

2.0

3.0

7.5

1.9

6.6

4 *
2.3~

0.8

3.6

4.2

13.9

1.9

5,0

0.8
*

2.7

1.2

1,9

6.0

1.0
*

1.9

1.6

2.0

2.5

0.9

1.3

11.5

7.7

4.4

3.5

3.1

8.2

2.5

6.8

10,().0

——

*

1.9

0.7

4.2

2.6

14.3

1,6

3.5

0.8
*

3.6

0.7

1.9

6.3

1,4
*

1.1

1.2

1.6

1.7

0.8

1.3

1,0.3

7.9

4.7

2.3

3.2

8.6

2.7

6.8
——
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Table 10. Number and percent distribution of persons with limitation of activityby selected chronic conditions causing limitation,
according to family income and age: United States, 1974

[Data arebasedon householdintemicws of thecivilian noninstit.tiomk.d cmpulntio.. The mrvcy design, gcnmd qtmlifimtions, and inbmticm m the rclmbilit, of the csdmam arc zivct, m .tv.

nendkj.Definitions of tcrk arc xiwn in appendix II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity--

Tuberculosis, all forms------------

Malignantneoplasm8----------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms---

Diabetes ---------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions-..-..

Heart conditions-------------------

Cerebrovasculardisease------------

Hypertensionwithout heart
i*”ol”-*t -----------------------

varicose veins---------------------
Hemorrhoids------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory
system ----------------------------

Chronic bronchitis-----------------

Emphysema----------------------:---

Asthma, with or without hay fever-.

Hay fever, without asthma----------
Chronic sinusitis------------------

Other conditions of respiratory
system----------------------------

Peptic ulcer-----------------------

Hernia-----------------------------

Other conditions of digestive
system---------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter------

Other conditions of genitourinary
System----------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism-----------

Other musculoskeletal disorders----

Visual impairments-----------------

Hearing impairments----------------

Paralysis, ccmplete or partial-----

Impairments (except paralysis) of
back or spine---------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders-------------------------

impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities
and hips--------------------------

Number of persons in thousands

29,29:

122

633

262

1,448

1,504

4,753

793

1,976

267

92

1,148

293

822

1,434

210

191

602

550

690

948

358

488

4,396

1,718

1,724

702

974

2,051

605

1,889

.,998

*
*
*

40

220

101
*

86
*

*

46
*

*

152
*

*

49

36
*

77
*

44

91

90

102

44

63

206

45

132

7,543

42

196

78

537

428

1,634

308

797

88

36

398

64

301

211
*

86

177

182

240

364

114

159

1,815

303

641

165

258

326

117

472

7,054

*

78

66

L52

341

328
*

142

46
*

113

85
*

728

138

38

109

108

93

130

84

107

285

483

277

249

211

742

243

572

10,711

37

310

63

622

432

2,357

385

810

109
*

495

111

423

272

35

41

226

184

271

302

100

141

1,890

735

578

194

375

662

172

596

Less than $5,000 $5,000 or more

All I 1 I
incomesl II‘~~r45 years

I

‘~~ 45 years

years and over years and over

II I I I

Percent distribution

100.C

0.4

2.2

0.9

4.9

5.1

16.2

2.7

6.7

0.9

0.3

3.9

1.0

2.8

4.9

0.7

0.7

2.1

1.9

2.4

3.2

1.2

1.7

15.0

5.9

5.9

2.4

3.3

7.0

2.1

6.4

,00.0

*
*
*

2.0

11.0

5.1
*

4.3
*

*

2.3
*

*

7.6
*

*

2.5

1.8
*

3.9
*

2.2

4.6

4.5

5.1

2.2

3.2

10.3

2.3

6.6

100.0

0.6

2.6

1.0
7.1

5.7

21.7

4.1

10.6

1.2

0.5

5.3

0.8

4.0

2.8
*

1.1

2.3

2.4

3.2

4.8

1.5

2.1

24.1

4.0

8.5

2.2
3.4

4.3

1.6

6.3

100.0

*
1.1

0.9

2.2

4.8

4.6
*

2.0

0.7
*

1.6

1.2
*

10.3

2.0

0.5

1.5

1.5

1.3

1.8

1.2

3..5

4.0

6.8

3.9

3.5

3.0

10.5

3.4

8.1

100.0

0.3

2.9

0.6

5.8

4.0

22.0

3.6

7.6

1.0
*

4.6
1.0
3.9
2.5
0.3
0.4

2.1
1.7
2.5

2.8
0.9

1.3

17.6

6.9

5.4

1.8

3.5

6.2

1.6

5.6

1
Includes unknown incoma.
‘S-tions of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited because e person can report more

than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on tbe other hand, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown.
3Percentages maY add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the

other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown.
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Table 11. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions,
color, family income, and age: United States, 1974

[Dat.arcbasedonhouscholdhtervkwsofthecidimnoninstitutionafizedpopulation.Thesumeydesi~,genemlquahfications,mdinformationonthcr.fiaMli~of
thecstimatesareckcninapxndhI.DcfinitkmsoftermsareziveninwmmndixII]. . . .

Color, family income, and age

WRITE

All incomesz

All ages------------------------

Under 17 years ------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

Less than $5,000

All ages--------------------------

Under 17 years ------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

$5,000 or more

All ages--------------------------

Under 17 years ------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

All other

All incomesz

All ages------------------------

Under 17 years ------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

Less than $5,000

All ages--------------------------

Under 17 years ------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

$5,000 or more

All ages--------------------------

Under 17 years ------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

With limitation of activity

Total
population

‘:$2 ~

180,734

52,942
70,402
38,515
18,875

24,002

4,416
7,276
4,496
7,814

146,014

45,919
59,775
31,062
9,259

26,610

10,015
10,380
:,;::
,

8,521

3,328
2,657
1,412
1,125

15,860

5,917
6,916
2,511
516

Number of persons in thousands

155,271

50,981
64,353
29,525
10,412

16,512

4,145
6,170
2,350
3,848

129,711

44,295
55,086
24,847
5,483

22,781

9,671
;,;2:

’818

6,470

3,197
2,167

656
450

14,397

5,738
6,353
2,025

281

25,463

1,961
6,049
8,990
8,463

7,490

271
1,106
2,147
3,966

16,303

1,624
4,689
6,214
3,776

3,829

344
1,099
1,337
1,048

2,051

131
490
756
674

1,462

179
563
485
235

6,609

965
2,353
2,040
1,251

1,320

111
363
288
558

4,959

824
1,915
1,623
598

686

140
253
179
114

295

1:;
83
72

331

13,054

882
3,059
4,958
4,155

3,820

137
538

1,136
2,008

8,316

717
2,373
3,441
1,785

2,023

182
645
757
439

1,074

86
287
401
300

798

86
330
299
83

5,799

113
637

1,992
3,057

2,350

20;
722

1,400

3,028

4:;
1,150
1,393

1,119

20:
;Cl;

682

10;
271
302

334

*

1%
120

%ajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
2~nc~u&s unknown income.

ITOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on
the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 12. Percent distributionof persons by activity limitationstatus due to chronic conditions,accord-
ing to color, family income, and age: United States, 1974

[Datzarcbucdonhousehrklin tcrvicwsor thccivilian no)
thecstimates arc{

;titutionalizcd population. The survey design, general quafifkmions, and information on the rdiability at
n inappmdix LDcfinitions ofterms arcgiven inappcndIxiI]

With limitationof activity

Total
population

1%~

Color, family income,and age

II I II I I

m&I

All inc0mes2

All ages------------------------

Percent distribution

100.c 85.9

96.3
91.4
76.7
55.2

68.8

14.1

3.7
S.f
23.?
44.E

31.2

3.7

1.8

?::
6.6

5.5

7.2 3.2

0.2
0.9

1;::

9.8

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

1.7

1$:;
22.C

15.9

Less than $5,000

All ages-------------------------- 100.C

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.0
100.c
100.C
100.C

93.9
84.8
52.3
49.2

88.8

96.5
92.2
80.0
59.2

85.6

J:;
47.8
50.E

11.2

3.5

2:::
40.8

14.4

3.1

2<:1
25.7

5.7

1.6

lH!
19.3

7.6

*

12:
17.9

2,1

)?

1;::

4.2

$5,000 or more

All ages-------------------------- 100.0

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

All other

All incomes2

All ages------------------------ 100.0

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

96.6
89.4
69.2
43.8

75.9

1:::
30.7
56.2

24.1

1.4

;:!
.

3.5

*

;:;
26.5

8.0

Less than $5,000

All ages-------------------------- 100.0

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

96.1
81.6
46.5
40.0

90.8

97.0
91.9
80.6
54.5

1;:;
53.5
59.9

9.2

3.0

1:::
45.5

:::
5.9
6.4

2.1

1.3
2.1
3.2
*

In;:.$
.

5.0

1.5

1:::
16.1

$5,000 ornmre

All ages-------------------------- 100.0

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years----------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over ---------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

1
Major activityrefers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschoolactivities.2Tncludesunknown income.
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Table 13. Number of persons with limitation ofactivity by selected chronic conditions causing
limitation, color, and age: United States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold irrtetviews of the civilian noninstitutionahzed popubtion. fiesurvey deti~, generdquafifications, ~d
infer-mation onthe reliability of theestimates are given in appendix I. Definitions ofterms aregiven in appendix 11]. .

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity ---------

Tuberculosis , all forms -------------------
Malignant neoplasms -----------------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms ----------
Diabetes ----------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions -------------
Heart conditions --------------------------
Cerebrovascular disease -------------------
Hypertensionl without heart
involvement ------------------------------

Varicose veins ----------------------------
Hemorrhoids -------------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory
system -----------------------------------

Chronic bronchitis ------------------------
Emphysema ---------------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever ---------
Hay fever, without asthma -----------------
Chronic sinusitis -------------------------
Other conditions of respiratory
system -----------------------------------

Peptic ulcer ------------------------------
Hernia ------------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive system ------
Diseases of kidney and ureter -------------
Other conditions of genitourinary system--
Arthritis and rheumatism ------------------
Other musctiloskeletal disorders -----------
Visual impairmenta ------------------------
Hearing impairments -----------------------
Paralyais, complete or partial ------------
Impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine ---------------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders --------------------------------

Impairments (except paralyais and
absence) of lower extremities and
hips -------------------------------------

White I All other

Number of persons in thousands

25,463

5;:
206

1,201
1,233
4,186
664

1,502
242
67

1,037
275
792

1,204
198
147

510
449
615
797
300
417

3,760
1,598
1,503
633
831

1,849

541

1,680

8,010

8:
69
165
457
344
*

125
53
*

131
99

7%
152
43

141
117

1%
102
129
332
560
339
275
245

876

252

667

17,453

5%
137

1,037
776

3,842
633

1,377
189
51

906
176
750
4:;

104

369
332
516
633
198
289

3,429
1,038
1,164
357
586

973

289

1,012

3,829

4;

2:!
271
566
129

473
*
*

110
*

23:

4:

1::

1;;
;:

635
120
221

1:;

202

65

209

1,444

*
*

3:
127
112
*

110
*
*

38
*

15;
*
*

3:

5:
*

5;
40
49
35
38

110

36

65

2,385

3;

20;
145
455
123

363
*
*

73
*

7:
*
*

65

:2
97
37

5:!

172

1;2

92

*

144

%mnations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons
limited because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on
the other hand, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown.
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Table 14. Percent distributionofpersons with limitation of activity by selected chronic con-
ditions causing limitation, according to color and age: United States, 1974

[Datidare bascdcm household interviews of thecivilian noninstitutiondized popuktion. ~esumey desi~, genedqu~fications, md
informatio nonthcreliability of theestimates aregiven inappendix I. Definitions ofterms ~egivakappen&x II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity---------

Tuberculosis, all fores -------------------
Malignant neoplasms-----------------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms----------
Diabetes----------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions-------------
Heart conditions--------------------------
Cerebrovasculardisease-------------------
Hypertension without heart
involvement------------------------------

Varicose veins----------------------------
Hemorrhoids-------------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory
system-----------------------------------
Chronic bronchitis------------------------
Emphysema---------------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever---------
Hay fever, without asthma-----------------
Chronic sinusitis-------------------------
Other conditions of respiratory
system-----------------------------------

Peptic ulcer------------------------------
Hernia------------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive
system-----------------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter-------------
Other conditions of genitourinary
system-----------------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism------------------
Other rnusculoskeletaldisorders-----------
Visual impairments------------------------
Hearing impairments-----------------------
Paralysis, complete or partial------------
Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine-------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders--------------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities and
hips-------------------------------------

White I All other

Percent distribution]

100.0

0.4

n
4.7

1$:;
.

5.9

:::

4.1
1.1

2:+

:::

2.0

;::

3.1
1.2

1;:.:

N
2.5
3.3

7.3

2.1

6.6

100.0

*

u
2.1

;:;
*

;:;
*

1.6

::$

::$
0.5

1.8
1.5
1.2

2.0
1.3

H

R
3.4
3,1

10.9

3.1

8.3

100.0

0.4

;::

:::
22.0
3.6

7.9

U

5.2

;:!

;::
0.6

2.1
1.9
3.0

3.6
1.1

1;:;

;:;
2.0
3.4

5.6

1.7

5.8

100.0

*

;:$
6.5

Ii::
3.4

12.4
*
*

2.9
*

6.;

1.:

2.4
2.6
2.0

4.0
1.5

1;::

2::
1.8
3..7

5.3

1.7

5.5

100.0

*
*

2.;

R
*

7.6
*
*

2.6
*

10.;
*
*

2.:
*

3.7
*

4.:
2.8

N
2.6

7.6

2.5

4.5

100.0

1.:
*

n
1;.;

.,

15.2
*
*

3.1
*

3.:
*
*

2.:
1.9

:.;
.

2:::

;::

::2

3.9

*

6.o

lPercentagesmay add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition
as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only
selected conditions are shown.

27



Table 15. Population 17 years and over and number of persons by activity limitation status due to
chronic conditions, educational attainment and age: United States, 1974

[Datsme based m household intmvicw of the civilian ncminstitutmdzd population. The survey d..sign,general.quslificaticmsand infonnadon cmthe mti.
abilitv of theestimates aregiven inappendkl. Definitions of term.saregiven inappendix II].

Population
17

years and
over

144,386

80,782
42,864
20,741

5,126

981
1,862
2,282

21,711

With limitation of activity

Educational attainment and age Unable
to carry
on major
activityl

All educational groupsz

All ages 17 years and over----

Number of persons in thousands

26,987

7>149
10,327
9,511

2,498

273
830

1,396

7,661

14,013117,400

73,633
32,536
11,230

6,7836,190

2,606
2,219
1,365

17-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

3,704
5,715
4,594

1,059

112
408
540

4,068

838
2,393
3,552

Less than 5 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 2,628

709
1,033

887

1,172

119
324
730

17-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

5-8 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 14,051 1,152 2,440

17-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

5,018
8,754
7,939

26,879

804
2,966
3,890

5,055

175
480
498

179
825

1,436

9-11 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 21,825 1,159 1,157

17-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

15,856
7,835
3,187

50,943

32,536
14,809
3,598

20,133

1,574
2,089
1,392

6,637

2,534
2,758
1,345

2,632

550
394
215

833
1,204

701

3,728

1,447
1,589

691

1,302

191
490
476

12 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 44,306

30,002
12,052
2,253

1,838

882
703
253

1,072

206
465
401

17-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over -------------------

13-15 vears

All ages 17 years and over------ 17,501 923 407

17-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

14,219
4,337
1,577

17,156

11,059
4,628
1,469

1,145
881
605

1,849

686
660
502

537
260
127

535
M;

851

260
336
256

16 years or wore

All ages 17 years and over------ 15,307

10,373
3,967

966

764 234

35

lR

17-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

392
254
119

1
Jlajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in
Includes unknown education.

school or preschool activities.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the
civilian population of the United States in Current population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 16. Percent distributionof persons 17 years and over by activity limitation status due to chronic
conditions, according to educational attainment and age: United States, 1974

[Data are bascdon household interviews of the civilian nontistitutiona~ued population. Thesm,ey deti.~, genedqudfimtions, mdkfomation ontiercfi.
ability of tbe estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are ,pjvcnin appendix 11]

Educational attainment and age

I I With limitation of activity

opulation With no
17 limitation

ears and of
over activity

Limited
in amount
or kind
of major
activityl

Limited,

Total but no,t
in major
activity]

Unable
to carry
on major
activityl

All educational groups2

All ages 17 years and over----

Percent distribution

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

81.3 18.7

2;:;
45.9

48.7

4.3

3.2
5.2
6.6

5.2

9.7

1;:2
22.1

20.7

4.7

17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

1.0

1%!

Less than 5 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 51.3 22.9

17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

5-8 years

All ages 17 years and over------

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

72.3
55.5
38.9

27.8
44.6
61.2

35.3

2::
5.5

5.3

12.1
17.4
32.0

64.7 11.2

17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

84.0
66.1
51.0

81.2

16.0
33.9
49.0

18.8

35
5.5
6.3

4.3

1;::
24.7

10.2

3.6

1:::

9-11 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 4.3

17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

90.1
73.4
56.3

2::?
43.7

13.0

1;::
37.4

13.1

2%:
38.4

10.8

1:::
34.2

;:;
6.7

3.6

H
7.0

4.6

2::
8.1

4.5

H!
8.1

k?
22.0

7.3

1$:$
19.2

6.5

1.2

1::;

2.1

12 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 87.0

17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

13-15 years

All ages 17 years and over------ 86.9

17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

91.9
79.7
61.6

1:::
19.4

5.0

2.4

1;:2

0.5

1:::

16 years and over

All ages 17 years and over------ 89.2 1.4

17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------

1
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities,
Z1ncludes unknown years of school ccnnpleted.

93.8
85.7
65.8
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Table 17. Number of persons 17 years and over with limitation of activity by selected chrcmic
conditions causing limitation, educational attainment: United States, 1974

[Data are based onllouschold interviews of thecivilian noninstitutionaIizcd population. Thesumey deti~, general quaEfications, ad
information on the refiabllity of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity-----

Tuberculosis, all forms---------------
Malignant neoplasms-------------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms------
Diabetes------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions---------
Heart conditions----------------------
Cerebrovascular disease---------------
Hypertension without heart
involvement--------------------------

Varicose veins------------------------
Hemorrhoids---------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory
system-------------------------------

Chronic bronchitis--------------------
Emphysema-----------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever-----
Hay fever, without asthma-------------
Chronic sinusitis---------------------
Other conditions of respiratory
system-------------------------------

Peptic ulcer--------------------------
Hernia--------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive
system-------------------------------
Diseases of kidney and ureter---------
Other conditions of genitourinary
system-------------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------
Other musculoskeletal disorders-------
Visual impairments--------------------
Hearing impairments-------------------
Paralysis, complete or partial--------
Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine---------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities
and shoulders------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities
and hips-----------------------------

lIncludes unknown education.

All Less 161
educa- than 5-8 9-11 12 13-15 years
tional 5 years years years years or
groupsI yeara more

Number of persons in thousands2

26,987

120
622
247

1,427
1,379
4,672

792

1,974
266
92

1,124
233
822
920
149
179

537
544
678

930
334

480
4,356
1,662
1,649
566
881

1,980

571

1,721

2,498

6;

18;
174
480
78

274
*
*

110

8;
91
*
*

:2
60

127
48

4;:
87
218
45
88

94

37

153
.—

7,661

17;

4;:
408

L,637
305

700
88
39

390

3:;
218

6;

192
192
215

276
115

141
1,561
384
526
146
268

391

144

396

5,055

10;

2:;
290
828
121

385
48
*

228

1::
169
*
*

R
152

163
65

108
801
301
241
113
148

436

93

329

3,637

16;

2;?
308
987
140

390
67
*

235

1;!
241
43
38

108
101
140

164
67

123
861
512
;:$

188

607

166

450

2,632

7’<

70
*

1?:
381
63

119
*
*

70
*

1!;
35
*

46

5;

107
*

3X
203
132
67
99

266

73

186

1,849

4;

7;

2:;
38

66
*
*

62
*

8;
*
*

*

;;

62
*

22;
155
130
47
44

158

52

159

z~mations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of personsLim-

ited because a uerson can reoort more than one condition as a cause ofhis limitation; on the
other hand, they-may be less ~ecause only selected conditions are shown.

30



Table 18. Percent distributionofpersons 17 years and over with limitation of activity by se-
lected chronic conditions causing limitation, according to educational attainment: United
States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold ktcniewsofthecMkm noninstitution& edpopuIation. Thesumey desi~, genemlqu&fications, ~d
information on the relhlihtv of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]. .

(

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity-----

Tuberculosis, all forms---------------
Malignant neoplasms-------------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms------
Diabetes------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions---------
Heart conditions----------------------
Cerebrovascular disease---------------
Hypertension without heart
involvement--------------------------

Varicose veins------------------------
Hemorrhoids---------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory
system-------------------------------
Chronic bronchitis--------------------
Emphysema-----------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever-----
Hay fever, without asthma-------------
Chronic sinusitis---------------------
Other conditions of respiratory
system-------------------------------

Peptic ulcer--------------------------
Hernia--------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive
system-------------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter---------
Other conditions of genitourinary
system-------------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------
Other musculoskeletal disorders-------
Visual impairments--------------------
Hearing impairments-------------------
Paralysis, complete or partial--------
Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine---------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders----------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities and
hips---------------------------------

All Less
educa- than
tional 5
groups1 years

5-8 9-11
years years

12
years

13-15
years

16
years
or

more

100.0

0.4
2.3
0.9

H
17.3
2.9

7.3

::$’

4.2

R
3.4
0.6
0.7

N
2.5

3.4
1.2

1.8
16.1
6.2
6.1
2.1
3.3

7.3

2.1

6.4

Percent distribution

100.0

2.:

7.:

1;:;
3.1

11.0
*
*

4.4

3.;
3.6
*
*

2.6
3.3
2.4

5.1
1.9

1.8
19.6
3.5
8.7

H

3.8

1.5

6.1

100.0

2.;
0.8
6.4

2?::
4.0

9.1

;:;

5.1
0.8
4.4
2.8

0.:

2.5
2.5
2.8

3.6
1.5

1.8
20.4
5.0
6.9

R

5.1

1.9

5.2

100.0

2.:

::;

12:;
2.4

::$
*

4.5
0.7
2.8
3.3
*
*

1..8

M

3.2
1.3

2.1
15.8

:::

;:;

8.6

1.8

6.5

100.0

2.;

M

1::;
2.1-

5.9
1.0
*

3.5
1.1
2.3
3.6
0.6
0.6

1.6
1.5
2.1

2.5
1.0

1:::

H
2.0
2.8

.9.1

2.5

6.8

100.0

2.;
*

3.4
4.2
14.5
2.4

4.5
*
*

2.7
*

::;
1.3
*

1.7

1.;

4.1
*

10.1

2.8

7.1

100.0

2.;

3.;
3.9
14.1
2.1

3.6
*
*

3.4
*

4.:
*
*

1.;
2.3

3.4
*

12.:
8.4
7.0
2.5
2.4

8.5

2.8

8.6

~Includes unknown education.
Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition

as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only
selected conditions are shown.
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Table 19. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic
conditions, usual activity status, and age: United States, 1974

[DataarebasedonhouseholdhterviewsofthecivifiannoninstitutiOnafi~cdpopulation.ThesuweydesiW,generaIqualifications,adinformationon
tllcrcfiatilityoftllcestim~tcsaregivcninappcndixI.DefinitionsoftermsaregiveninappendixII]

Usual activity and age

All activities

All ages--------------------

Under 17 years--------------------
,17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------

Preschool

Under 6 years---------------------

School age

6-16 years------------------------

Usually going to school

17 years and over-----------------

Usually working

17 years and over-----------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------

Usually keeping house
female)

17 years and over-----------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------

Retired for health reasons

45 years and over-----------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------

Retired for other reasons

45 years and over-----------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------

Other activity

17 years and over-----------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 yeara-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------

Total
popu-
lation

207,344

62,957
80,782
42,864
20,741

19,783

43,174

11,383

79,660
49,552
27,477
2,631

39,420
17,519
11,873
10,028

3,169
1,478
1,692

6,225
795

5,430

4,530
2,426
1,164

941

I I With limitation of activity

activityWith no
limita-
tion of

Number of persons in thousands

178,052

60,652
73,633
32,536
11,230

19,326

41,326

10,709

71,067
45,889
23,228
1,951

29,944
15,658
8,382
5,903

174
38

136

3,585
529

3,056

1,920
1,463

292
165

!9,292

2,305
7,149
!0,327
9,511

457

1,848

674

8,593
3,663
4,249

680

9,476
1,861
3,491
4,124

2,995
1,440
1,555

2,639
266

2,374

2,610
963
871
775

73295

1,106
2,606
2,219
1,365

...

1,106

498

3,103
1,498
1,440

165

2,076
552
672
853

41
*
*

319

28;

153

:;
37

15,078

1,o64
3,704
5,715
4,594

357

707

168

5,262
2,074
2,694
493

7,017
1,258
2,698
3,061

216
74

141

918
118
800

433
206
129
98

6,919

135
838

2,393
3,552

100

35

*

228

1?;
*

383

J;
210

2,738
1,347
1,392

1,402
115

1,287

2,024
690
694
640

.

lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool
activities.

NOTE : For official population estimates for more general
reports on the civilian population of the United States in
P-20, P-25, and P-60.

use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census
Current Population Reports, Series
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Table 20. Percent distribution of personsbyactivfty Mmi.tation status due to chronic conditions,
according to usual activity status and age: United States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold interviews of thecivilian noninstit~ltionalLzed popuktion. Tl~csLmey dc&gn, gcncrdqllfllfiations, m{iinforrnati()n {)n
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc given in appcnciix II]

With limitation of activity

Usual activity and age

All activities

All ages ---------------------

Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years ------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------

Preschool

Under 6 years----------------------

School age

6-16 years-------------------------

Usually going to school

17 years and over------------------

Usually working

17 years and over------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 yegrs and over------------------

Usually keeping house
female)

17 years and over------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------

Retired for health reasons

45 years and over------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------

Retired for other reasons

45 years and over------------------
45-64 .years------------------------
65 years and over------------------

Other activity

17 years and over------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

85.9

96.3
91.2
75.9
54.1

97.7

95.7

94.1

89.2
92.6
84.5
74.2

76.0
;;.:

58:9

5.5
2.6
8.0

57.6
66.5
56.3

42.4
60.3
25.1
17.5

Percent distribution

Ir
14.1 3.5

3.7
8.8

24.1
45.9

2.3

4.3

5.9

10.8
7.4

15.5
25.8

24.0
10.6
29.4
41.1

I

157.639.7
74.8
82.4

k!
5.2
6.6

...

2.6

4.4

3.9
3.0
5.2
6.3

5*3
3.2
5.7
8.5

1.3
*
*

5.1

5.;

3.4
2.8
4.2
3.9

7.3

1.8

1.6

1.5

1;.;

22:7
30.5

6.8
5*O
8.3

14.7
14.8
14.7

Unable
to carry
on major
activity~

3.3

0.2

:::
17.1

0.5

0.1

*

0.3

M
*

1*O
0.3
1.0
2.1

86.4
91.1
82.3

22.5
14.5
23.7

44.7
;;.:

68;0

lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool
activities.
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Table 21. Number of persons 17 years and over with limitation of activity by selected chronic
conditions causing limitation and usual activity status: United States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold interviews of the civilian n()ninstitutionalized popuktion. Thesumey deti@, generdqudifications, and
information on the reliability of theestimates are given inappendix L Definitions ofterms aregiven inappendix II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity---

Tuberculosis, all forms-------------
Malignant neoplasms -----------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms----
Diabetes ----------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions -------
Heart conditions --------------------
Cerebrovascular disease -------------
Hypertension without heart
involvement ------------------------

Varicose veins ----------------------
Hemorrhoids -------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory
system -----------------------------

Chronic bronchitis ------------------
Emphysema ---------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever---
Hay fever, without asthma -----------
Chronic sinusitis -------------------
Other conditions of respiratory
system -----------------------------

Peptic ulcer --------------------- ---

Hernia ------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive
system-----------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter -------
Other conditions of genitourinary
system -----------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism ------------
Other musculoskeletal disorders -----
Visual impairments ------------------
Hearing impairments -----------------
Paralysis, complete or partial ------
Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine-------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities
and shoulders ----------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities and
hips -------------------------------

All
activ-
ities

I

26,987

120
622
247

1,427
1,379
4,672

792

1,974
266
92

1,124
233
822
920
149
179

537
544
678

930
334

480
4,356
1,662
1,649
566
881

1,980

571

1,721

1’ 1
Retired (45

Usually
years and over)

Usually k~ee~g
working

[female) ‘~~~~h

sons

Other
reasons

Number of persons in thousands2

8,593

>~
125

3?:
261

1,115
72

4:;

-2

254
66

181
349
72
50

170
181
212

206
83

8;;
747
377
208
168

886

325

699

9,476

38
238
110
601
556

1,611
215

1,026
148
;!{

421
72
135
289
51
72

103
180
242

403
142

234
2,226
556
578
157
198

650

119

501

2,995

10;
*

230
196
965
245

211
-k
-k

174
47
291
104
-2
-A

131
77

101

136
42

5;;
166
193
54
200

137

42

138

2,639

7:

13;

5%
100

171*
*

129
*

141
59
;!<
$<

67

7;

63
;’<

3X

2%
60
77

61

>’<

155

Other
activ-

ity 1

3,284

7:

%;;
315
405
159

135
*
*

:L46
*

1;:
9<
9r

122
41

131
270
86
238

245

64

229

llncludes usually going to school.
2Snnmations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the numberof persons lim-

ited because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on
the other hand, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown.
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Table 22. Percent distributionofpersons 17 years and over with limitation of activity by se-
lected chronic conditions causing limitation, according to
States, 1974

usual activity status: United

[Data are based onhouseholdinterviews of thecivflian noninstitutiondtied popuktion. Thesumey deti@, generAqutifications, ad
information on the reliability of the ..stimates are givers in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity---

Tuberculosis, all forms-------------
Malignant neoplasms-----------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms----
Diabetes----------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions-------
Heart conditions--------------------
Cerebrovascular disease-------------
Hypertension without heart
involvement------------------------

Varicose veins----------------------
Hemorrhoids-------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory
system-----------------------------
Chronic bronchitis------------------
Emphysema---------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever---
Hay fever, without asthma-----------
Chronic sinusitis-------------------
Other conditions of respiratory
system-----------------------------

Peptic ulcer------------------------
Hernia------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive
system-----------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter-------
Other conditions of genitourinary
system-----------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism------------
Other musculoskeletal disorders-----
Visual impairments------------------
Hearing impairments-----------------
Paralysis, complete or partial------
Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine-------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders--------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities and
hips-------------------------------

!Tncludes unknown education.

1All
activ-
ities

100.0

0.4

;:;
5.3

1;:;
2.9

7.3
1.0
0.3

4.2
0.9
3.0
3.4
0.6
0.7

2.0
2.0
2.5

3.4
1.2

1.8
16.1
6.2
6.1
2.1
3.3

7.3

2.1

6.4

Retired (45

usually
years and over)

Usually k~~~g Other
working activ-

(female) H::&= Other ityl

sons reasons

Percent distribution

100.0

1.;
0.7
3.6

1:::
0.8

5.0
1.0
*

:::

:::
0.8
0.6

2.0
2.1
2.5

M

1.1
9.8

M
2.4
2.0

10.3

3.8

8.1

100.0

0.4
2.5

::;

In
2.3

10.8
1.6
*

4.4
0.8
1.4

u
0.8

1.1
1.9
2.6

4.3
1.5

2::;
5.9
6.1
1.7
2.1

6.9

1.3

5.3

100.0

3.:

;.;

32:2
8.2

7.0
*
*

5.8

H
3.5
*
*

;.;

3:4

4.5
1.4

M
5.5
6.4

M

4.6

1.4

4.6,

100.0

2.:

5.;

2:::
3.8

6.5
*
*

4.9

5.;
2.2
*
*

2.5

2.;

2.4
*

1$::
2.3
8.8
2.3
2.9

2.3

*

5.9

100.0

*

R
4.7

1%:
4.8

4.1
*
*

4.$

2.3
3.7
*
*

2.0
2.3
1.5

3.7
1.2

l;:i
4.0
8.2
2.6
7.2

7.5

1.9

7.0

‘Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition
as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only
selected conditions are shown.
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Table 23. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic
conditions, living arrangements, and age: United States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold interview so fthecivfiian l]oninstitutionalized population. TI1esurvey detign, genemlqualiFmtions, adinformationnn
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111. . . . .

I With limitation of activity

activityWith no
limits-
tion of

Total
popu-
lation

Living arrangements
and age

All living arrangements

All ages-------------------

Number of persons in thousands

29,292

2,305
7,149

10,327
9,511

4,568

59;
1,358
2,610

608

20:
174
233

16,471

207,344 6,!)19178,052 7,295

1,106
2,606
2,219
1,365

1,068

25;
270
536

131

9:
*
*

3,880

15,078

1,064
3,704
5,715
4,594

1135
838

2,393
3,552

Under 17 years-------------------
17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

62,957
80,782
42,864
20,741

60,652
73,633
32,536
11,230

Living alone

All ages --------------------- 15,168 10,600 2,565 !)36

28;
760

1,516

Under 17 years-------------------
17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

104
4,996
4,283
5,784

100
4,401
2,925
3,174

*

33’
558

Livimz with nonrelatives

262 :!15All ages --------------------- 3,657 3,049

39
2,705

488
425

39
2,::;

192

*
*

hi:
Under 17 years-------------------
17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

Living with spouse

8,590 4,002
—All ages 17 years or more---- 95,392 78,921

17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

50,559
33,797
11,036

46,391
26,310
6,220

;,::;

4;816

7,645

2,300
2,185
1,309
1,850

1,544
1,724

612

2,217

2,292
4,169
2,129

332
1,594
2,076

Living with relatives—Other

All ages--------------------- 93,127 85,482 3,661 1,;767

1,103
706
207
201

1,063
1,036

708
855

IL35
443
394
794

Under 17 years -------------------
17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

62,814
22,522
4,296
3,495

60,514
20,337
2,987
1,645

lMajor actl“vity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool
activi~iea.

NOTE : For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Cen:;us
reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series
P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 24. Percent distribution ofpersons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to living arrangements and age: United states, 1974

[Dataarcbasedonhouseholdinterviewsoftheciviliannoninstitutionfizedpopulation.Thesuwey desi~,genemIqudfimtions,mdkfomationon
thereliahilkyoftheestimatesaregiveninappendixI.Definitionsoftermsare@ven inappendixII]

Living arrangements
and age

All living arrangements

All ages-------------------

Under 17 years -------------------
17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over ----------------

Living alone

All ages ---------------------

Under 17 years-------------------
17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

Living with nonrelatives

All ages---------------------

Under 17 years -------------------
17-44 years----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

Living with spouse

All ages 17 years
or more---------------------

17-44 years ----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over ----------------

Living with relatives—Other

All ages---------------------

Under 17 years -------------------
17-44 years ----------------------
45-64 years----------------------
65 years and over----------------

With limitation of activity

yt.;tyTotal ..-
popu- Limited, Limited
lation tion of in amount Unable

activity but not
Total .- or kind to carry

a:tgg;l of major on major

activityl activityl

percent distribution

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

85.9

96.3
91.2
75.9
54.1

69.9

96.2
88.1
68.3
54.9

83.4

100.0
92.6
64.3
45.2

82.7

91.8
77.8
56.4

91.8

96.3
90.3
69.5
47.1

14.1

3.7
8.8
24.1
45.9

30.1

11.;
31.7
45.1

16.6

*

3<:;
54.8

17.3

2;:;
43.6

8.2

H
30.5
52.9

3.5

1.8

2:;
6.6

7.0

5.;
6.3
9.3

3.6

3.:
*
*

4.1

2;
5.5

2.4

1.8

:::
5.8

7.3

;::
13.3
22.1

16.9

*

1%;
26.2

7.2

*

1::;
22.1

9.0

1::;
19.3

3.9

:::
16.5
24.5

3.3

0.2

N
17.1

6.2

5.9

*

16.;
28.9

4.2

H
18.8

1.9

0.2

:::
22.7

1
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage

activities.
in school or preschool
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Table 25. Number of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic conditions causing
limitation of living arrangements: United States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized popubtir)n. Thesurvey detign, generdqudifications, md
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity ----------

Tuberculosis , all forms --------------------
Malignant neoplasms ------------------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms -----------
Diabetes -----------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions --------------
Heart conditions ---------------------------
Cerebrovascular disease --------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement -----
Varicose veins -----------------------------
Hemorrhoids --------------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory
system ------------------------------------

Chronic bronchitis -------------------------
Emphysema ----------------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever----------
Hay fever, without asthma ------------------
Chronic sinusitis --------------------------
Other conditions of respiratory
system--------------------------;---------

Peptic ulcer -------------------------------
Hernia -------------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive
system ------------------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter --------------
Other conditions of genitourinary
system ------------------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism -------------------
Other musculoskeletal disorders ------------
Visual impairments -------------------------
Hearing impairments ------------------------
Paralysis, complete or partial -------------
Impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine ----------------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders ---------------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities and hips----

II I I I
All Living
living Living with Living Living w~th

3rrange- alone nonrela- with relatives-

ments tives
spouse other

Ii I I I —

Number of persons in thousands

29,292

122
633
262

1,448
1,504
4,753

793
1,976

267
92

1,148
293
822

1,434
210
191

602
550
690

948
358

488
4,396
1,718
1,724

702
974

2,051

605

1,889

4,568

9;

2%
256
809
121
392
58
*

205

1:;
126

3;

::
107

232
47

1,0:!
203
418
127
127

258

107

328

608

*
*

4:

7;
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*

8;

5;
*
*

59

*

51

16,471

74
4i9
159
874
7i3

3,:;;

1,128
140
65

670
155
611
563

1%

344
366
473

496
191

331
2,500
1,224

851
284
490

1,352

363

993

7,645
—

*
110

2%
507
772
161
426
67
*

256

152
89
99

197
109

8?;
262
400
270
328

383

122

517

‘Summations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons
limited because a person can report more than
the other hand,

one condition as a cause of his limitation; on
they may be less because only selected conditions are shown.
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Table 26. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity by selected chronic condi-
tion causing limitation, according to living arrangements: United States, 1974

[f)ataarc bascclon household lintcrview so fthecivilim nc)ninstitutionJrzed population. Thcsun,ey deti~, genemIqudifications, andinfomationon
the reliability of tbe estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity-------

Tuberculosis, all forms-----------------

Malignant neoplasms---------------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms--------

Diabetes--------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions-----------

Heart conditions------------------------

Cerebrovascular disease-----------------

Hypertension without heart involvement--

Varicose veins--------------------------

Hemorrhoids-----------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory system--

Chronic bronchitis----------------------

Emphysema-------------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay fever-------

Hay fever, without asthma---------------

Chronic sinusitis-----------------------

Other conditions of respiratory system--

Peptic ulcer----------------------------

Hernia----------------------------------

Other conditions of digestive system----

Diseases of kidney and ureter-----------

Other conditions of genitourinary
system---------------------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism----------------

Other musculoskeletal disorders---------

Visual impairments----------------------

Hearing impairments---------------------

Paralysis, complete or partial----------

Impairments (except paralysis) of
back or spine--------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders------------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and
absence) of lower extremities and
hips-----------------------------------

All Living
Living Living

living
Living with

alone with with relatives—
arrangements nonrelative spouse other

Percent distribution]

100.0

0.4

2.2

0.9

4.9

5.1

16.2

2.7

6.7

0.9

0.3

3.9

1.0

2.8

4.9

0.7

0.7

2.1

1.9

2.4

3.2

1.2

1.7

15.0

5.9

5.9

2.4

3.3

7.0

2.1

6.4

100.0

*

2.0

0.9

5.6

5.6

17.7

2.6

8.6

1.3
*

4.5

0.8

2.5

2.8
*

0.9

2.0

1.8

2.3

5.1

1.0

1.5

22.0

4.4

9.2

2.8

2.8

5.6

2.3

7.2

100.0

*
*
*

7.1
*

12.0
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

13.2
*

9.0
*

*

9.7

*

8.4

100.0

lPercentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one cor
cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because or
conditions are shown.

0.4

2.5

1.0

5.3

4.3

18.8

3.0

6.8

0.8

0.4

4.1

0.9

3.7

3.4

0.5

0.6

2.1

2.2

2.9

3.0

1.2

2.0

15.2

7.4

5.2

1.7

3.0

8.2

2.2

6.0

100.0

*

1.4

0.8

3.6

6.6

10.1

2.1

5.6

0.9

*

3.3

1.2

1.2

9.5

1.3

0.6

2.0

1.2

1.3

2.6

1.4

1.1

10.6

3.4

5.2

3,5

4.3

5.0

1.6

6.8

.tionas a
, selected
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Table 27. Total population and number of persons, by activity limitation atatua due to chronic
conditions, geographic region, and age: United States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold intemiews of thecivdian noninstitutionafized population. Tl~esuwcy ciesign, genemlq~,aHfimtions, andinf(>rmationon
thereliabaility of theestimates arc given inappendix I. Definitions ofterms aregiven inappendlx II]

With limitation of activity

With no
Geographic region Total limitation Limited

and age population of Limited,
but not in amount

activity Total in major or kind of

activityl major
activityl

United Statea
I

Number of persona in thousanda

All ages-------------- 207,344 178,052

Under 17 years-------------- 62,957 60,652
17-44 yeara----------------- 80,782 73,633
45-64 years----------------- ;:,;:: 32,536
65 years and over----------- 2 11,230

Northeaat

All ages---------------- 48,795 42,045

Under 17 years-------------- 14,016 13,435
17-44 years----------------- 18,546 16,943
45-64 years----------------- 10,996 8,677
65 yeara and over----------- 5,236 2,990

North Central

All ages---------------- 56,409 48,734

Under 17 years-------------- 17,412 16,802
17-44 years----------------- 22,045 20,062
45-64 years----------------- 11,159 8,648
65 years and over----------- 5,793 3,222

-h

All agea---------------- 65,224 55,662

Under 17 years-------------- 20,206 19,581
17-44 years----------------- 25,308 23,233
45-64 yeara----------------- 13,363 9,653
65 years and over----------- 6,347 3,195

West

All ages---------------- 36,916 31,611

Under 17 yeara-------------- 11,324 10,834
17-44 years----------------- 14,882 13,395
45-64 years----------------- 7,346
65 yeara and over-----------

‘ ;,;;:
3,364 ,

29,292

2,305
7,149

1:,;;:
>

6,750

581
1,604
2,319
2,246

7,675

610
1,984
2,511
2,571

9,562

625
2,074
3,710
3,152

5,305

489
1,487
1,787
1,541

7,295

1,106
2,606
2,219
1,365

1,768

295
617
533
323

2,002

283
736
603
379

2,042

293
695
652
402

1,484

234
558
431
261

15,078

1,064
3,704
5,715
4,594

3.433

255
798

1,274
1,105

4,093

284
1,043
1,422
1,343

4,951

295
1,090
2,112
1,454

2,601

230
773
906
691

Unable to
carry on
major ~

activity

6,919

135
838

2,393
3,552

1,549

18;
512
818

1,581

22:
486
849

2,568

2:;
946

1,297

1,220

*

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or
tivities.

engage in school or preschool ac-

NOTE : For official population eatimatea for more general use, aee U.S. Bureau of the Census
reporta on the civilian populationof the United States in Current Population Reports,Series P-20,
P-25, and P-60.
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Table 28. Percent distribution of persons by activity limitation status due tochronic conditions,
according to geographic region and age: United States, 1974

[l)ataarc bascd(]n hr,uschr,Id intewiews of the civilian noninstitutionflued popubtion. Thesum,ey deti~, generdquaHfi~tions, andhformationon
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111. .

With limitation of activity

Geographic region
and age

United Statea

All ages--------------

Under 17 years--------------
17-44 years-----------------
45-64 years-----------------
65 years and over-----------

Northeast

All ages----------------

Under 17 years--------------
17-44 years-----------------
45-64 years-----------------
65 years and over-----------

North Central

All ages----------------

Under 17 years--------------
17-44 years-----------------
45-64 years-----------------
65 years and over-----------

South

All ages----------------

Under 17 years--------------
17-44 years-----------------
45-64 years-----------------
65 years and over-----------

~

All ages----------------

Under 17 years--------------
17-44 years-----------------
45-64 years-----------------
65 years and over-----------

With no
Total limitation

population of
activity

Limited, Limited

but not in amount
Total in major or kind of

activityl major
activity*

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.’0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

85.9

96.3
91.2
75.9
54.1

86.2

95.9
91.4
78.9
57.1

86.4

96.5
91.0
77.5
55.6

85.3

96.9
91.8
72.2
50.3

85.6

95.7
90.0
75.7
54.2

Percent distribution

14.1

3.7

2;:?
45.9

13.8

4.1

2::!
42.9

13.6

3.5

2;:;
44.4

14.7

::;
27.8
49.7

14.4

4.3
10.0
24.3
45.8

Unable to
carry on
major

activityl

3.5 7.3 3.3

1.8 0.2
;:;

H 13.3 M’
6.6 22.1 17.1

3.6 7.0 3.2

2.1
;::

::: 11.6
6.2 21.1

*

::;
15.6

3.5 I 7.3 I 2.8

1.6 0.2
R
;.; 1::; :::
. 23.2 1.4.7

3.1 7.6 3.9

1.5 0.2
H 1.1
4.9 1$:;
6.3 22.9 2;::

4.0 7.0 3.3

2.1 2.0 *

;:ij 1::: :::
. 20.5 17.5

1
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or

tivities.
engage in school or preschool ac-
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Table 29. Number of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic conditions causing limitation, geographic region and
age: United States, 1974

ll).fil.,. h=.(lr,. he,,t,cl,,,ld intcm.cwq<,r U,ccl.!lj=n ",,njn$t,tutj,,,,al;,cd p,,pukALiun. Tht,uwcydc%jv,8cneml quAifi.atjons, andtiformation.n ticreli.btity .fthc.stimat.$ ar. gi.~i..P

P..di.I.1>.fi.;li,,.s.ftermsarcgwc.inappcndtx U]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in ac-
tivity ------------------

Tuberculosis, all forms--------

Malignant neoplasms------------

Benign and unspecified
neoplasms---------------------

Diabetes-----------------------

Mental and nervous
conditions--------------------

Heart conditions---------------

Cerebrovasculardisease--------

Hypertensionwithout heart
involvement-------------------

Varicose veins-----------------

Hemorrhoids--------------------

Other conditions of
circulatory system------------

Chronic bronchitis-------------

Emphysema----------------------

Asthma, with or without hay
fever-------------------------

Hay fever, without asthma------

Chronic sinusitis--------------

Other conditions of
respiratory system------------

Peptic ulcer-------------------

Hernia-------------------------

Other conditions of digestive
system------------------------

Oiseases of kidney and ureter--

Other conditions of
genitourinary system----------

Arthritis and rheumatism-------

Other musculoskeletal
disorders---------------------

Visual impairments-------------

Hearing impairments------------

Paralysis, complete or
partial-----------------------

Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine--------------

Impairments (except paralysis
and absence) of upper
extremities and shoulders-----

Impairments (except paralysis
and absence) of lower
extremities and hips----------

II Northeast
I

North Central
I

South
I West

All
egions Under 45

Al 1 45 Under 45 Under
45 45

years All 45 y:”:s All yeare
Under

All 45

ages years ~g: ages 45 years

Y=rs ~ver
ages

years ~~: ages
years ~~:

Number of persons in thousandsl

29,292

122

633

262

1 ,44s

1,504

4,753

793

1,976

267

92

1,148

293

S22

1,434

210

191

602

550

690

948

358

488

4,396

1,718

1,724

702

974

2,051

605

1,889

;,750

*
116

49

337

329

L,185

159

392

92
*

282

54

167

349

45

*

132

100

143

211

64

108

948

349

462

175

248

458

147

431

,185

*
*

*
36

152

102

*

*

*

*

40

*

*

22s

*

*

44

*

*

56

*

43

79

138

112

76

61

233

62

161

L,565

*

92

*

301

177

.,083

152

362

73
*

241

*

155

121

*

*

89

71

119

155

*

65

869

211

350

99

188

225

85

270

7,675

*
173

59

372

332

1,234

244

433

67
*

304

80

225

301

59

41

139

121

136

221

59

106

1,121

461

421

186

263

569

160

483

2,593

*
*

*
51

145

121

*

55
*

*

44

38

*

219

47

*

*

35

*

64

*

47

116

171

96

102

79

297

80

208

5,082

*
152

*

321

1.88

L,113

236

378

38

*

261

42

208

SL

*

*

111

86

113

L57

36

58

L,005

290

326

84

184

272

80

276

9,562 2,700

60 *

231 *

104 *

528 76

642 197

1,582 145

273 *

S60 104

70 *

54 *

414 58

109 *

302 *

459 263

45 *

98 *

239 51

239 56

293 54

356 56

189 45

199 46

1,607 125

532 148

538 115

211 74

294 sl

576 249

169 72

583 180

,862

43

209

72

452

445

,437

261

756

65

44

356

91

294

196

*

75

188

183

239

300

144

152

,483

3s4

423

136

213

327

97

403

5,305 1,976

* *

112 *

50 *

210 39

201 91

752 88

117 *

291 46

38 *

* *

148 *

49 *

127 *

326 216

61 52

* *

91 45

90 35

118 *

160 42

46 *

76 *

719 71

376 142

303 65

130 5s

168 61

44s 207

2.29 73

392 184

3,328

*
85

*

171

110

664

107

245

*

*

120

*

121

110

*

*

47

55

90

118

*

52

649

233

237

72

107

241

56

208

‘Summationsof conditions causing limitationmay be greater than the number of persons limited because a person can report more
than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other band, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown.
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Table 30. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity by selected chronic conditions causing limitation, according
to geographic region and age: United States, 1974

[Dataarchscdunl:<nusch.ldrntcwicwsoCthca.2i.n.oni.stii.lio..ticdpopulaliu..~cs.mc>dcsi?,qcncmlquS,fialians,andinf.rmtlononthcrcE&:Iiyufthccstimalcs.rcqx\cnhap

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in
activity----------------

Tuberculosis, a11 fOrms--------

Malignant neoplasms------------

Benign and unspecified
neoplasms---------------------

Diabetes-----------------------

Mental and nervous
conditions--------------------

Heart conditions---------------

Cerebrovasculardisease--------

Hypertensionwithout heart
involvement-------------------

Varicose veins-----------------

Hemorrhoids--------------------

Other conditions of
circulatory system------------

Chronic bronchitis-------------

Emphysema----------------------

Asthma, with or without hay
fever-------------------------

Hay fever, without asthma------

Chronic sinusitis--------------

Other conditions of
respiratory system------------

Peptic ulcer-------------------

Hernia-------------------------

Other conditions of digestive
system------------------------

Diseases of kidney and ureter--

Other conditions of
genitourinary system----------

Arthritis and rheumatism-------

Other musculoskeletal
disorders---------------------

Visual impairments-------------

Hearing impairments------------

Paralysis, complete or
partial-----------------------

Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine--------------

Impairments (except paralysis
and absence) of upper
extremities and shoulders-----

Impairments (exceptparalysis
and absence) of lower
extremities and hips----------

pcndtixI.DcIinitionsoftermsarcqiwn i. .Ppmdix If]

Northeast North Central South West

All
:egions Under 45 45

All All Under 4= 45

45 years U:y years All All Under
45

years
ages 45 years

years ~g: ages years ~g: ages
years ~~: ages and

years ~ver

Percent distribution

100.0 100.0 100.0

0.4 * *

2.2 1.7 *

0.9 0.7 *

4.9 5.0 1.6

5.1 4.9 7.0

16.2 17.6 4.7

2.7 2.4 *

6.7 5.8 *

0.9 1.4 *

0.3 * *

3.9 4.2 ‘ 1.8

1.0 0.8 *

2.8 2.5 *

4.9 5.2 10.4

0.7 0.7 *

0.7 * *

2.1 2.0 2.0

1.9 1.5 *

2.4 2.1 *

3.2 3.1 2.6

1.2 0.9 *

1.7 1.6 2.0

15.0 14.0 3.6

5.9 5.2 6.3

5.9 6.8 5.1

2.4 2.6 3.5

3.3 3.7 2.8

7.0 6.8 10.7

2.1 2.2 2.8

6.4 6.4 7.4

100.0

*
2.0

*

6.6

3.9

23.7

3.3

7.9

1.6
*

5.3
*

3.4

2.7

*

*

1.9

1.6

2.6

3.4
*

1.4

19.0

4.6

7.7

2.2

4.1

4.9

1.9

5.9

100.0 100.0

* *
2.3 *

0.8 *

4.8 2.0

4.3 5.6

16.1 4.7

3.2 *

5.6 2.1

0.9 *
* *

4.0 1.7

1.0 1.5

2.9 *

3.9 8.4

0.8 1.8

0.5 *

1.8 *

1.6 1.3

1.8 *

2.9 2.5

0.8 *

1.4 1.8

14.6 4.5

6.0 6.6

5.5 3.7

2.4 3.9

3.4 3.0

7.4 11.5

2.1 3.1

6.3 8.0

LOO. O

*

3.0

*

6.3

3.7

21.9

4.6

7.4

0.7
*

5.1

0.8

4.1

1.6
*

*

2.2

1.7

2.2

3.1

0.7

1.1

19.8

5.7

6.4

1.7

3.6

5.4

1.6

5.4

100.0

0.6

2.4

1.1

5.5

6.7

16.5

2.9

9.0

0.7

0.6

4.3

1.1

3.2

4.8

0.5

1.0

2.5

2.5

3.1

3.7

2.0

2.1

16.8

5.6

5.6

2.2

3.1

6.0

1.8

6.1

.00.0

*
*

*
2.8

7.3

5.4
*

3.9
*

*

2.1
*

*

9.7
*

*

1.9

2.1

2.0

2.1

1.7

1.7

4.6

5.5

4.3

2.7

3.0

9.2

2.7

6.7

100.0

0.6

3.0

1.0

6.6

6.5

20.9

3.8

11.0

0.9

0.6

5.2

1.3

4.3

2.9
*

1.1

2.7

2.7

3.5

4.4

2.1

2.2

21.6

5.6

6.2

2.0

3.1

4.8

I.&

5.9

100. (

9

2.1

0.s

4.(

3.:

14.i

2.:

5.:

0.7

‘I

2.f
IJ.$

2.4

6.1

1.1
*

1.7

1.7

2.2

3.0

0.9

1.4

13.6

7.1

5.7

2.5

3.2

8.4

2.4

7.4

.00.0,

*
*

*
2.0

4.6

4.5
*

2.3
*

*

*

*

*

10.9

2.6
*

2.3

1.8
*

2.1
*

*

3.6

7.2

3.3

2.9

3.1

10.5

3.7

9.3

!00.0

*
2.6

*

5.1

3.3

20.0

3.2

7.4
*

*

3.6
*

3.6

3.3
*

*

1.4

1.7

2.7

3.5
*

1.6

19.5

7.0

7.1

2.2

3.2

7.2

1.7

6.3

1
Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than onc condition as a cause of his limitation;on the

other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown.

43



Table 31. Total populationand number of persons,by activitylimitationstatus due to chronic conditions,
Place Of residence,and age: United states, 1974

[Datawcbssed on hwscbold interviews of the civilian m

the estimates art

Place of residenceand age

All areas

All ages-----------------------

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

AuJ2m
All agea--------------------------

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 yeara---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and War---------------------

Centralcity:

All ages----------------------------

Under 17 yeara------------------------
17-44 yeara---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

Not central city:

All agea----------------------------

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

Outside 8NsA

All ages--------------------------

Under 17 yeara------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

ttonfans:

All ages----------------------------

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------
65 years end war---------------------

Farm:

All ages----------------------------

Under 17 yeara------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years snd over---------------------

,stitutionalizcd popLlhtion. Tl~esumcy desi~, gcnemlqLIAifications, and information on thcrelkabilityof
m in appendix I. De finitions oftermsare Kiven inammndix 111

Total
population

207.344

143,209

43,083
57,184
29,595
13,347

62,562

18,122
24,673
1:,:);
*

80,648

24,961
32,511
1:,:;;
,

643135

19,875
23,598
13,269
7,394

56,707

7,427

2,271
2,350
1,974
833

With limitationof activity

1%” =:I I II I I .
Number of persons in thousands

I 178,0521 29,292

T60,652 2,305
73,633 7,149
32,536 10,327
11,230 9,511

[ 124,0321 19,177

41,460 1,623
52,216 4,968
22,904 6,691
7,451 5,896

k=!---’
17,393 729
22,397 2,276
:>;;: 3,199
, 2,975

T
70,650 9,998

24,067 894
29,820 2,692
13,031 3,491
3,731 2,921

I 54,020 I 10,114

19,192 682
21,417 2,181
9,633 3,636
3,779 3,614

@4---
16,985 619
19,265 1,983
8,156 3,139
3,340 3,221

2,207
2,152 lx
1,477 497
440 393

I 7,295

1,106
2,606
2,219
1,365

k

4,968

752
1,798
1,567
851

2,152

I 30C
772
678
402

2,816

452
1,026
889
450

~

2,327

354
808
652
513

2,031

315
726
537
453

296

9,922 4,287
I

767 104
2,609 561
3,633 1,491
2,913 2,131

4,7711 2>256
I

367
1,198 3%
1,733 788
1,473 1,101

-4---!2
399 43

1,410 255
1,900 702
1,441 1,030

297
1,096 27;
2,082 902
1,681 1,420

275
1,003 25;
1,767 836
1,462 1,305

%ejor activityrefers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschoolactivities.
NOTE: For offiCialpo ulatia estimatesfor more generaluse,see U.S.

[“-civilianpopulationof t e United States in CurrentPopulationReports,
Bureau of the Census reports on the
SeriesP-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 32. Percent distributionof pel
to place

ms by activitylimitationstatus due to chronic conditions,according
? residenceand age: United States, 197&
Istitutionafied population.The sumey design,generalqualifications,ad information on the rekd.ility of
cn in appcndL. I.Ikfiiitions of terms are given in appendix fI]

i

[Data m. bmcd on homchold intmvicwsof the civiliin. m
the estimatesare

II I With limitationof activity

Total
population

‘%:nm

Place of res%denceand age

All areas Percent distribution

All ages------------------------ 100.’ 85.!

96.:
91.:
75,5
54.1

86.6

96.2
91.3
77.4
55.8

85.3

;?.;

75:5
55.6

87.6

96.4
91.7
78.9
56.1

84.2

96.6
90.8
72.6
51.1

84.2

96.5
90.7
72.2
50.9

84.5

97.2
91.6
74.8
52.8

14.1

:::
24.1
45.9

13.4

3.!

1.$,

2::
6.f

3.5

l.?

;::
6.4

3.4

1.7

;:;
6.0

3..3

7.3 3.3

0.2
1.0

1?:;

3.0

;.;
.

12::

3.6

0.3

::;
16.4

2,5

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.1
100.I
100.I
100.I

M
13.3
22.1

All SMSA

All ages -------------------------- 100.( 6.9

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.(
100.(
100.(
100.(

H
22.6
44.2

14.7

Central city:

All ages---------------------------- 100. C 7.6

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

Not central city:

100. I
100. I
100 .{
100. (

4.0
9.2
24.5
44.4

12.4

2.0

1:::
22.0

All ages---------------------------- 100. ( 6.4

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100. (
100.c
100.C
100.C

2::
21.1
43.9

15.8

:::
27.4
48.9

15.8

1.8

M
6.8

3.6

1.6

1$:;
21.7

0.2
0.8

12::

4.1

1.;

1;::

4.3

Outside SMSA

All ages-------------------------- 100.0 8.0

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

1.8

::;
.

3.6

Nonfarm:

All ages---------------------------- 100.C 7.9

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years-------------------q-------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

Farm:

100.0
loo.a
Ioo.a
loo.a

;::
27.8
49.1

15.5

1.6

1$::
22.3

AIL ages---------------------------- 100.0 8.7

Under 17 years------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------
65 years and over---------------------

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

2.8

2::2
47.2

* *
*

1:::
1:::
26.2

lMajor activityrefers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschoolactivities.
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Table 33. Number of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic conditions causing limi-
tation, place of residence and age: United States, 1974

[Data are based onhousehold intemiews of thetivilian noninstitutionali~cd population. Thesurvey deti~, general quaEfimtions, mdkformation onthereh-
ability of theestimatcs aregiven inappen,’i~ I. I)cfinitions ofterms aregiven inappmu3ixII]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity-------------

Tuberculosis, all forms-----------------------

Malignant neoplasms---------------------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms--------------

Diabetes--------------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions-----------------

Heart conditions------------------------------

Cerebrovascular disease-----------------------

Hypertension without heart involvement--------

Varicose veins--------------------------------

Hemorrhoids-----------------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory system--------

Chronic bronchitis----------------------------

Emphysema-------------------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay fever-------------

Hay fever, without asthma---------------------

Chronic sinusitis-----------------------------

Other conditions of respiratory system--------

Peptic ulcer----------------------------------

Hernia----------------------------------------

Other conditions of digestive system----------

Diseases of kidney and ureter-----------------

Other conditions of genitourinary system------

Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------

Other musculoskeletal disorders---------------

Visual impairments----------------------------

Hearing impairments---------------------------

Paralysis, complete or partial----------------

Impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine-------------------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of upper extremities and shoulders-----------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of lower extremities and hips----------------

All SMSA I Outside SMSA

Number of persons in thousands

29,292

122

633

262

1,448

1,504

4,7.53

793

1,976

267

92

1,148

293

822

1,434

210

191

602

550

690

948

358

488

4,396

1,718

1,724

702

974

2,051

605

1,889

19,177

74

421

163

908

974

3,019

542

1,262

178

53

714

178

474

941

158

90

353

342

441

588

208

286

2,696

1,130

1,211

484

688

1,324

387

1,205

6,590

*

65

66

135

409

313
*

182

43
*

119

68
*

665

120
9<

121

108

102

160

90

109

263

412

272

222

199

671

187

500

12,587

43

357

97

774

565

2,706

519

1,080

135

35

595

110

443

276

37

59

232

234

339

428

117

178

2,433

718

939

262

488

653

200

705

10,114

48

212

99

539

530

1,734

251

714

89

39

434

116

347

494

52

101

249

209

249

360

150

202

1,700

588

513

218

286

727

218

684

2,864

9C

+C

*

68

175

143
*

54
*

*

50

39
*

261

41
*

47

48
*

58
*

53

128

187

115

‘88

83

315

101

232

45
years
and
over

7,251

39

182

67

471

355

1,591

237

660

72

*

384

77

334

233
*

77

202

161

223

302

118

149

L,572

401

398

130

203

412

117

452

lSummations of conditions causing limitation my be greater than the number of persons limited be-
cause a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they
WY be less because only selected conditions are shown.
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Table 34. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity by selected chronic conditions
causing Iimitation,according to place of residence and age: United States, 1974

[Data arc baserlon household intcniew’s of thed>ilhn noninstitutionalized popuhtion. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reli-
ability of tile estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Selected chronic condition

Persons limited in activity-------------

Tuberculosis , all forms -----------------------

Malignant neoplasms---------------------------

Benign and unspecified neoplasms--------------

Diabetes--------------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions-----------------

Heart conditions------------------------------

Cerebrovascular disease-----------------------

Hypertension without heart involVement --------

Varicose veins--------------------------------

Hemorrhoids-----------------------------------

Other conditions of circulatory systam--------

Chronic bronchitis----------------------------

Emphysema-------------------------------------

Asthma, with or without hay fever-------------

Hay fever, without asthma---------------------

Chronic sinusitis-----------------------------

Other conditions of respiratory system--------

Peptic ulcer----------------------------------

Hernia----------------------------------------

Other conditions of digestive system----------

Diseases of kidney and ureter-----------------

Other conditions of genitourinary system------

Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------

Other musculoskeletal disorders---------------

Visual impairments----------------------------

Hearing impairments---------------------------

Paralysis, complete or partial----------------

Impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine-------------------------------------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of upper extremities and shoulders-----------

Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of lower extremities and hips----------------

All
areas

100.0

0.4

2.2

0.9

4.9

5.1

16.2

2.7

6.7

0.9

0.3

3.9

1.0

2.8

4.9

0.7

0.7

2.1

1.9

2.4

3.2

1.2

1.7

15.0

5.9

5.9

2.4

3.3

7.0

2.1

6.4

I All SMSA
I

Outside SMSA

Percent distribution

100.0

0.4

2.2

0.8

4.7

5.1

15.7

2.8

6.6

0.9

0.3

3.7

0.9

2.5

4.9

0.8

0.5

1.8

1.8

2.3

3.1

1.1

1.5

14.1

5.9

6.3

2.5

3.6

6.9

2.0

6.3

.00.0

*
1.0
1.0
2.0

6.2

4.7
*

2.8

0.7
*

1.8

1.0

*

10.1

1.8
*

1.8

1.6

1.5

2.4

1.4

1.7

4.0

6.3

4.1

3.4

3.0

10.2

2.8

7.6

100.0

0.3

2.8

0.8

6.1

4.5

21.5

4.1

8.6

1.1

0.3

4.7

0.9

3.5

2.2

0.3

0.5

1.8

1.9

2.7

3.4

0.9

1.4

19.3

5.7

7.5

2.1

3.9

5.2

1.6

5.6

100.0

0.5

2.1

1.0

5.3

5.2

17.1

2.5

7.1

0.9

0.4

4.3

1.1

3.4

4.9

0.5

1.0

2.5

2.1

2.5

3.6

1.5

2.0

16.8

5.8

5.1

2.2

2.8

7.2

2.2

6.8

I.00.O

*
*
*

2.4

6.1

5.0
*

1.9

*

*

1.7

1.4

*

9.1

1.4

*

1.6

1.7
*

2.0

*
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3.3
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*
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4.6

3.2
*

1.1

2.8

2.2

3.1

4.2

1.6

2.1

21.7

5.5

5.5

1.8

2.8

5.7

1.6

6.2

1
Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause

of his limitation; on the other hand,they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are
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APPENDIX I

TECHNICAL NOTES ON IMETHODS

Background of This Report

This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).

The Health Interview Survey utiIizes a
questionnaire which obtains information on per-
sonal and demographic characteristics, illnesses,
injuries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other health topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics. The present
report is based on data collected in household
interviews during 1974.

The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
since data are not collected in the interview for
persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
inventory of conditions or “services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.

Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey

General plan.–The sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
which permits a continuous sampling of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target popula-
tion and that weekly samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed ardysis of less com-
mon characteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational advantages as
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork
to be handled with an experienced, stabIe staff.

The overall sample was designed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for urban and rural
sectors of the United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists
of drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling
units (PSU’S) from approximately 1,900 geo-
graphically defined PSU’S. A PSU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’S collectively cover the 50 States and the
District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within
PSU’S, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a manner that each segment
contains an expected four households. Three gen-
eral types of segments are used.
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Area segments which are defined geographically.

List segments, using 1970 census registers as the
frame.

Permit segments, using updated lists of building
permits issued in sample PSU’S since 1970.

Census address listings were used for all areas of
the country where addresses were well defined
and could be used to locate housing units. In
general the list frame included the larger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.

The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mately 12,000 segments containing 50,000 as-
signed households, of which some 9,000 were
vacant, demolished, or occupied by persons not
in the scope of the survey. The 41,000 eligible
occupied households yield a probability sample
of about 116,000 persons in 40,000 interviewed
households in a year.

Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and questionnaire development
in the HIS has been published5 as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample design 6 and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti-
mates derived from the survey.7

Collection of data. –Field operations for
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census under specifications established by
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-

5National Center for Health Statistics: Health
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development,
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. Vital and
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series l-No. 2.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, May 1964.

6U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health
Statktics. PHS Pqb. No. 584-AZ. Public Health Service.
Washington, D.C., July 1958.

7National Center for Health Statistics: Esti-
mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. I’HS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 38. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970.

lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.

Estimating procedures. –Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four
basic operations are involved:

1.

2.

3.

4.

to
of

Inj7ation by the reciprocal of the probability

of selection.—The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selection
from each step of selection in the design
(PSU, segment, and household).

Nonresponse adjustment.–The estimates are
inflated by a multiplication factor which has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denominat-
or the number of households interviewed in
that segment.

Firs t-s tage ratio adjustment. —Sampling
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation which is highly correlated with the
variables being estimated improves tine re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari-
ability between PSU’S within a region,the
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1970
populations within 12 color-residence classes.

Poststratification by age-sex-color.–The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for the /survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, household, condition, and
hospitalization).

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
make the sample more closely representative
the civilian noninstitutiona.lized ~omdation

by age, sex, color, and residence, wh;ch’thereby
reduces sampling variance.

As noted, each week’s sample represents
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
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quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar
quarter. Similarly, poptiation data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.

For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterly figures.

For other types of statistics–namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period-such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed dun”ng a year–experience which actuaI1y
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview-is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.

General Qualifications

Nonresponse.–Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household which was not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment which were interviewed. The
total noninterview rate was about 3.1 percent–
1.5 percent was refusal, and the remainder was
primarily due to the faiIure to find an eligible re-
spondent at home after repeated calls.

The interview process.–The statistics pre-
sented in this report are based on replies ob-
tained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and

over present at the time of interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.

There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
household interviews. For diagnostic infor-
mation, the household respondent can usually
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the famiIy. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no more than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source
since only the persons concerned are in a posi-
tion to report this information.

Rounding of nunzbers.-The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
consolidations were made from the original
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest
unit. In the fird published tables, the figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri-
butions are computed after the estimates on
which these are based have been rounded to the
nearest thousand.

Population jigures.-Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overalI tots.k by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color

mentioned above, the population figures differ
from figures (which are derived from different
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. OfficiaI population estimates are
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Reliability of Estimates

Since the statistics presented in this report
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat

from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.

As in any survey, the results are also sub-
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures. 8 Although
it is very dif~lcult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reports. 9-12

The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations

that might occur by chance because only a
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this report, the standard error also re-

8National Center for Health Statistics: Quality
control and measurementof nonsamplingerror in the
Health Interview Survey. Vital and Health Statistics.
Series 2-No. 54. DHEW Pub. No. (HSM) 73-1328. Health
Services and Mental Health Administration. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1973.

9National Center for Health Statistics: Health in-
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital
and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series2-No. 7.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
PrintingOffice, July 1965.

10National Center for Health Statistics:Compari-
son of hospitalizationreporting in three survey proce-
dures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series2-No. 8. Public Health Service.Washington.
U.S. GovernmentPrintingOffice, July 1965.

1lNation~ Center for Health Statistics:Interview
data on chronic conditionscompared with information
derive d from medical records. Vital and Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Senes2-No. 23. Public
Health Service. Washington.U.S. Government Printing
Office, May 1967.

12NationalCenter for Health Statistics:The influ-
ence of interviewer and respondentpsychological and
behavioralvariableson the reporting in householdinter-
views. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 26. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968.

fleets part of the variation which arises irl the
measurement process. However, it does not
include systematic biases which might be in the
data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that
an estimate from the sample would differ from a
complete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the dif-
ference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2% times as large.

The relative standard error of an estimate is
obtained by dividing the standard error of the
estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed
as a percentage of the estimate. For this report,
asterisks are shown for any cell with more than a
30-percent relative standard error. Included in
this appendix are charts from which the rellative
standard errors can be determined for estimates
shown in the report. In order to derive rellative
errors which would be applicable to a wide vari-
ety of health statistics and which could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi-
mations were required. As a result, the charts
provide an estimate of the approximate relative
standard error rather than the precise error for
any specific aggregate or percentage.

Three classes of statistics for the health sur-
vey are identified for purposes of estimating
variances.

Narrow range. –This class consists of (1 ~~sta-
tistics which estimate a population attribute,
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the
measure for a singIe individuzd during the refer-
ence period used in data collection is usually
either O or 1 or on occasion may take on the
value 2 or very rarely 3.

Medium range. –This class consists of other sta-
tistics for which the measure for a single indi-
vidual during the reference period used in. data
collection will rarely lie outside the range O to 5.

Wide range. –This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data coHection can
range from O to a number in excess of 5, e.g.,
the number of days of bed disability.
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In addition to classifying variables accord-
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
classified as to whether they axe based on a ref-
erence period of 2 weeks, 6 months, or 12
months.

General rules for determining relative stand-
ard errors. —The following rules will enable the
reader to determine approximate relative stand-
ard errors from the charts (figures I and II) for
estimates presented in this report. These charts
represent new and better approximations of the
reIative standard errors of HE data. They should
be used in preference to the charts which have
appeared in all previous Series 10 pulbications.

Rule 1.

Rule 2.

Rule 3.

Estimates of aggregates: Approximate
relative standard errors for estimates of
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob-
tained from the appropriate curve shown
in figure I. The number of persons in
the total U.S. poptdation or in an age-
sex-color class of the total population is
adjusted to official Bureau of the Cen-
sus figures and is not subject to sam-
pling error.
Estimates of percentages in a percent
distribution: Relative standard errors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total are obtained from appropriate
curves shown in figure II. For values
which do not falI on one of the curves
presented in the chart, visual interpola-
tion will provide a satisfactory explana-
tion.
Estimates of rates where the numerator
is a, subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or
where a unit of the numerator occurs,
with few exceptions, only once in the
year for any one unit in the denomi-
nator. For example, in computing the
rate of visual impairments per 1,000
population, the numerator consisting of
persons with the impairment is a sub-
class of the denominator, which in-
cludes all ,persons in the population.
Such rates if converted to rates per 100
may be treated as though they were per-

Rule 4.

Rule 5.

centages and the relative standard errors
obtained from the percentage charts for
population estimates. Rates per 1,000,
or on any other base, must first be con-
verted to rates per 100; then the percent-
age chart will provide the relative stand-
ard error per 100.
Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This ruIe applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
for any one unit in the denominator.
For example, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the nu-
merator. Approximate relative standard
errors for rates of this kind may be
computed as folIows:

(a)

(b)

Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the totaI popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.
In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these relative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pro-
c e dure wiH result in an upper

bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error.

Estimates of difference between two
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is approx-
imately the square root of the sum of
the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference,

d = Xl – .Y2
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is

‘d = J xl ~xl ) 2+ (X2 V**)*

where Xl is the estimate for class 1, X2

is the estimate for class 2, and VX~ and

v~~ are the relative errors of Xl and

X2, respectively. This formula will

represent the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated character-
istics although it is only a rough approx-
imation in most other cases. The rela-
tive standard error of each estimate
involved in such a difference can be de-
termined by one of the four rules
above, whichever is appropriate.
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Figure 1. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
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APPENDIX II

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Conditions

Co ndit ion.–A morbidity condition, or
simply a condition, is any entry on the question-
naire which describes a departure from a state of
physical or mental well-being. It results from a
positive response to one of a series of “medical-
dkability impact” or “illness-recall” questions.
In the coding and tabulating process conditions
are selected or classified according to a number
of different criteria such as whether they were
medically attended, whether they resulted in dis-
ability, or whether they were acute or chronic;
or according to the type of disease, injury, im-
pairment, or symptom reported. For the pur-
poses of each published report or set of tables,
only those conditions recorded on the question-
naire which satisfi certain stated criteria are
included.

Conditions except impairments are clas-
sified by type according to the Eighth Revision
International Classification of Diseases, Adapted
for Use in the United States,13 with certain
modifications adopted to make the code more
suitable for a household interview survey.

Chronic condition.–A condition is consid-
ered chronic if (1) the condition is described by
the respondent as having been first noticed more
than 3 months before the week of the interview
or (2) it is one of the conditions listed below

14Nationd Center for Health Statistics: Eighth
Revision In t erna t a’onal Classification of Diseases,
Adapted for Use in the United States. PHS Pub. No.
16923. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Gover-
nmentPrinting Office, 1967.

which are always considered
of the date of onset.

Allergy, any
Arthritis or rheumatism
Asthma
Cancer
Cleft palate
Club foot
Condition present since birth

chronic regardless

Deafness o; serious trouble with hearing
Diabetes
Epilepsy
Hardening of the arteries
Hay fever
Heart trouble
Hemorrhoids or piles
Hernia or rupture
High blood pressure
Kidney stones
Mental illness
Missing fingers, hand, or arm-toes, foot, or leg
Palsy
Paralysis of any kind
Permanent stiffness or deformity of the foot, leg,

fingers, arm, or back
Prostate trouble
Repeated trouble with back or spine
Rheumatic fever
Serious trouble with seeing, even when wearing

glasses
Sinus trouble, repeated attacks of
Speech defect, any
Stomach ulcer
Stroke
Thyroid trouble or goiter
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Tuberculosis
Tumor, cyst, or growth
Varicose veins, trouble with

Znapainnent.-Impairments are chronic or
permanent defects, usually static in nature, re-
sulting from disease, injury, or congenital mal-
formation. They represent decrease or loss of
ability to perform various functions, particularly
those of the musculoskeletal system and the
sense organs. All impairments are classified by
means of a special supplementary code for im-

pairments. Hence code numbers for impairments
in the International Classification of Diseases are
not used. In the Supplementary Code, impairm-
ents are grouped according to type of func-
tional impairment and etiology. The impairment
classification is shown in Vital and Health Statzk
tics, Series 10, Number 99.

Persons with chronic conditions.-The esti-
mated number of persons with chronic condi-
tions is based on the number of persons wlho at
the time of the interview were reported to have
one or more chronic conditions.

Condition Causing Activity Limitation

Tuberculosis, all forms . . . , . . . . . . . . .

Malignant neoplasms . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Benign and unspecified neoplasms . . . . . . . . .

Diabetes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mental and nervous conditions . . . . . . . . . .

Heart conditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Cerebrovascular disease . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hypertension without heart involvement . . . . . . .

Varicose veins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hemorrhoids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Other conditions of circulatory system . . . . . . . .

Chronic bronchitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Emphysame . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Asthma, with or without hay fever . . . . . . . . .

Hay fever, without asthma . . . . . . . . . . . .

Chronic sinusitis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Other conditions of respiratory system . . . . . . . .

Peptic ulcer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hernia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Other conditions of digestive system . . . . . . . . .

Diseases of kidney and ureter . . . . . . . . . . .

Other conditions of genitourinary system . . . . . . .

Arthritis and rheumatism . . . . . . . . . . . .

Other musculoskeletal disorders . . . . . . . . . .

Visual impairments. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hearing impairments . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Paralysis, complete or partial . . . . . . . . . . .

Impairments (except paralysis) of beck or spine . . . . .

Impairments (except paralysis and absence) of upper extremities

and shoulders . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Impairments (except paralysis and absence) of lower extremities

and hips

Condition not specified:

Old age

Other

International (2assificatiors Code Number

010-s318

140-208

210-238

250

280-304,305.0,305.3, 305.5,305.6, 306-3s39, 780.6,781.5,

785.6,786.2,790 .0,790.2

380-388,402,404,410429, 782.1,782 .2,782.4

430436

400,401,403

454,456

455

440453,457,458,782.0, 782.3,782 .5-.9

480,491

492

493

507

503

470486,500-502,504-506, 508-519,783

531-534

550-553

520.3,520.4,520.6-521 .5,521 .7-523, 525-530,535-543,560-

577,764,785.0-785.5, 785.7,785.8

581-584,590-593

584-611,613-629,786.0, 786.1,786.3-786.7,789

710-716,717 .0,717.1,717.9,718

720-723,725,728-732, 733,0,733.2,733.3,733.6, 733.9,734

I8ee definition of impairment.

Figure II 1. Conditions causing activity limitation and their International Classification code numbers.

58



Chronic condition groups. –The 30 condi-
tion groups shown in this report and the Intern-
ationalClassification code numbers used are listed
in figure III. In tabIe 2 an additional 7 groups
and the 2 categories of condition not specified
have been presented in order to show the main
cause of limitation for the entire gToup of limited
persons. Four of the 7 added groups are impair-
ments. Table 3 also has the 9 added lines to show
the distribution of all causes of limitation re-
ported in the interview.

Prevalence of conditions.–In general, prev-
alence of conditions is the estimated number of
conditions of a specified type existing at a speci-
fied time or the average number existing during
a specified interval of time. The prevalence of
chronic conditions is defined as the number of
chronic cases reported to be present or assumed
to be present at the time of the interview. Those
assumed to be present at the time of the inter-
view are cases described by the&respondent in
terms of one of the diseases on the list of condi-
tions always considered chronic (see definition
of chronic condition above) and reported to
have been present at some time during the
12-month period prior to the interview.

Terms Relating to Disability

Disability. –Disability is the generaI term
used to describe any temporary or long-term re-
duction of a person’s activity as a result of an
acute or chronic condition.

Chronic activity limitation. –Persons are
classified into four categories according to the
extent to which their activities are limited at
present as a result of chronic conditions. Since
the usual activities of preschool children,
school-age children, housewives, and workers
and other persons differ, a different set of cri-
teria is used for each group. There is a general
similarity between them, however, as wiU be
seen in the following descriptions of the four
categories:

1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for
their group (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities)

Preschool children:

2.

3.

Inability to take part in ordinary play
with other chiIdren.

%hool-age children:
Inability to go to school.

Housewives:
Inability to do any housework.

Workers and alI other persons:
Inability to work at a job or business.

Persons limited in amount or kind of major
activity performed (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)

Preschool children:
Limited in amount or kind of pIay with
other ehi.klren, e.g., need special rest
periods, cannot play strenuous games, or
cannot play for long periods at a time.

School-age children:
Limit;d to certain types of schools or in
sch 001 attendance, e.g., need special
schools or special teaching or cannot go to
school full time or for long periods at a
time.

Housewives:
Limited in amount or kind of housework,
e.g., cannot lift children, wash or iron, or
do housework for long periods at a time.

Workers and alI other persons:
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g.,
need special working aids or special rest
periods at work, cannot work full time or
for long periods at a time, or cannot do
strenuous work.

Persons not limited in major activity but
otherwise limited (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)

Preschool children:
Not classified in this category.

School-age children:
Not limited in going to school but limited
in participation in athletics or other extra-
curricular activities.
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Housewives:
Not limited in housework but limited in
other activities such as church, clubs,
hobbies, civic projects, or shopping.

Workers and all other persons:
Not limited in regular work activities but
limited in other activities such as church,
clubs, hobbies, civic projects, sports, or
games.

4. Persons not limited in activities (includes
persons whose activities are not limited in
any of the ways described above)

Demographic Terms

Age.–The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and grouped in a variety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.

Color. –The population is divided into two
color groups, “white” and “all other. ” “AII
other” includes Negro, American Indian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, and any other race. Mexican per-
sons are included with “white” unless definitely
known to be Indian or of another race.

Income of family or of unrelated
individual.-Each member of a family is classi-
fied according to the total income of the family
of which he is a member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.

The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (or by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of inter+iew. Income from
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.

Education.–The categories of education
status show the years of school completed. Only
years completed in regular schools, where per-
sons are given a formal education, are included.
A “regular” school is one which advances a per-
son toward an elementary or high school
diploma or a college, university, or professional
school degree. Thus education in vocational,
trade, or business schools outside the regular

school system is not counted in determining ‘the
highest grade of school completed.

Education of individual (educational attain-
ment). —Each person aged 17 years or ollder is
classified by education in terms of the highest
grade of school completed.

Living arrangement.-The four categories
of living arrangements shown in this report are
as follows:

Living alone. –Living alone is defined as living in
a one-member household.

Living with nonrelatives.–Living with nonrela-
tive is defined as living in a househokl with
another person or persons none of whom are re-
lated to the person by blood, marrialge, or
adoption.

Living with spouse. –This category includes
married couples who are living together in a
household. The marital status of this couple is
“married-spouse present.” Persons with com-
mon law marriages are considered to be married.

Living with relatives–other. –This category in-
cludes children living with parents presently
married but the spouse is absent, or relatives;
it also includes persons who are widowed, di-
vorced, separated, or never married who are living
in a household with another person or persons
one or more of whom are related to them by
blood, marriage, or adoption. Persons whose only
marriage was annulled are counted as “never
married.” “ Separated” refers to married persons
who have a legal separation or who have parted
because of marital discord.

Usual activity .–All persons in the popula-
tion are classified according to their usual activ-
ity during the 12-month period prior to the
week of interview. The “usual” activity, in case
more than one is reported, is the one at which
the person spent the most time during the
12-month period. Children under 6 years of age
are classified as “preschool.” All persons aged
6-16 years are classified as “school age. ”

The categories of usual activity used in
this report for persons aged 17 years and over
are usually working, usually going to school,
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usually keeping house, retired, and other activ-
ity. For several reasons these categories are not
comparable with somewhat similarly named cat-
egories in official Federal labor force statistics.
First, the responses concerning usual activity are
accepted without detailed questioning since the
objective of the question is not to estimate the
numbers of persons in labor force categories but
to identify crudely certain population groups
which may have differing health problems. Sec-
ond, the figures represent the usual activity sta-
tus over the period of an entire year, whereas
official labor force statistics relate to a much
shorter period, usually 1 week. Third, the mini-
mum age for usually working persons is 17 in
the Health Interview Survey, and the official 1a-
bor force categories include all persons aged 14
or older. FinaIly, in the definitions of specific
categories which follow, certain margimd groups
are classified differently to simplify procedures.

Usually working includes persons 17 years of age
or older who are paid employees; self-employed
in their own business, profession, or in farming;
or unpaid employees in a family business or
farm. Work around the house or voIunteer or un-
paid work such as for a church is not counted as
working.

Usually going to school includes persons 17
years of age or older whose major activity is
going to school.

Usually keeping house includes female persons
17 years of age or older whose major activity is
described as “keeping house” and who cannot
be classified as “working.”

Retired includes persons 45 years old and over
who consider themselves to be retired. In case of
doubt, a person 45 years of age or older is
counted as retired if he or she has either volun-
tarily or involuntarily stopped working, is not
looking for work, and is not described as “keep-
ing house.” A retired person may or may not be
able to work.

Other activity includes all persons 17 years of
age or -older not classified as “working,” “re-
tired,” or “going to school,” and females 17
years of age or older not classified as “keeping
house.”

Geo~aphic region.– For the purpose of
classifying the population by geographic area,
the States are grouped into four regions. These
regions, which correspond to those used by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census, are shown in
figure IV.

Region

hTorthcast . .

North Central

South . . .

west . . .

. .

. .

. .

. .

States Included

}Iainc, Ncw Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut,
h’ew York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania

hlichigan, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa, Llissouri,
North Dakota, South
Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska

Delaware, klaryland,
District of Columbia,
Virqinia, IVest Virginia,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Kentucky, Texas, Tenmxsec,
Alabama, hlississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma

hlontana, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, Ncw Mexico,
Arizona, Utah, h’cvada,
lVashington, }Ilaska, Oregon,
California, Iiawaii

Figure IV. States included in the four geographic regions.

Place of residence. –The pIace of residence
of a member of the civiIian, noninstitutionalized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical area (ShlSA) or outside an
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas. –The def-
initions and titles of SMSA’S are established by
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with
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the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were
212 SMSA’S defined for the 1960 decennial
census.

The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population which constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is located as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New Engkmd) which are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’S are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England
SMSA’S consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’S as defiied in the 1960
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions or changes.

Central cities. –Each SMSA must include at least
one central city. The complete title of an SMSA
identiiles the central city or cities. If only one
central city is designated, then it must have
50,000 inhabitants or more. The area title may
include, in addition to the largest city, up to two
city names on the basis and in the order of the
following criteria: (1) the additional city has at
least 250,000 inhabitants or (2) the additional
city has a population of one-third or more of
that of the largest city and a minimum popu-

lation of 25,000. An exception occurs where
two cities have contiguous boundaries an{d con-
stitute, for economic and social purposes, a
single community of at least 50,000, the smaller
of which must have a population of at least
15,000.

Farm and nonfarm residence.–The population
residing outside SMSA’S is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu-
lation, which comprises the remaining outside
SMSA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
from which sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons
living outside an SMSA were classified as non-
farm if their household paid rent for the house
but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced cm the
place and sold at any time during the preceding
12 months.

000
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APPENDIX Ill

--------- .
Ages
6-16

--------- .
Ages

under 6

PROBE QUESTIONS ON LIMITATIONS OF ACTIVITY
AND CONDITION PAGE

200. what was -- d.i,:g MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - (For males): working or doing someihing ●lse?

If “something else, ” ask: (For females): keeping house, working, or doing

b. What was -- doing? something else?

if 45+ years and was not “’working, “ “keeping house,” or “going to school,” ask:
c. IS -- retired?

d. If “retired,” aSk Oid he retire Lmcause of his health?
,_______________________________________________________________________
210. What was -- doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - going to school or dc.ing something else?

If ‘“something else,” aslc
b. What was -- doing?_______________________________________________________________________

20.
&

21.

---

!20. IS -- able to take part at all in ordinary Play with other children?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b. Is h. limitsd in the kind of play he can do because of his health?
_______________________________________________________________________________

c. IS h- limit-d in the amount of play because of his health?

!3a. Is -- limi~d in ❑ny way becauso of his health?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b. In what way is he limited? Record I imitation, not condition:

Z&. Do.s -- h.alth now kcop him from working?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b. Is h. Iirnit.d in the kind of work he could do because of his h.altb?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

c. Is he Iimitad in the amount of work he could do because of his heolfh?-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d. Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities because of his htalth?

2S0. Dots -- NOW hav* a iob?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b. In terms of health, is -- NOW able to (work - keep house) at all?
------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------

c. Is h. Iimit.d in the kind of (work - housework) he can do because of his hralth?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d. Is hc Iimitad in the amount of (work - housework) he can do b-cause of his health?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

e. Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities becauz~ of his health?

/6. [n terms of health would -- be able to go to school?

)7a. Ooes (would) -- have to go to a ctrtain type of school because of his health?--------------------------- :---------------------------------------------------
b. Is he (would h. be) limited in school attendance because of his health?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

c. Is h- limited in the kind or amount of other activities because of his h.olth?

!80. It -- limited in ANY WAY because of a disability or health?-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
b. In what wny is he Iimiitd? Record limitation, not condition.

{
be-n limited in --

!9a. About how long has he been unabls to --
}had to go to a cwtain type of school?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b. What (oth.r) condition COUS*S tkis limitation?

If “old age” only, ask: Is this limitation caused by any specific condition?-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

c. Is this limitation caused by any other condition?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mark box or ask:

d. Which of these conditions would you say is the MAIN cause of his limitation?

22..
---

b.
---

c.

23..
---

b,

--
b,

--

_:

d.—

2%.
--

b.
--

c.---

d.---

. .

26.
—

u..
--,

b.

J
mm
---

b.—

29..

---
b.

.-.

--= “.

d.—

I El Workm (2W

2 ❑ K==ms h...= (25M

s n Retired, health (24)

4 ❑ Retired, other (24)

s ❑ COinz to school (27)

6 D 17+ sc.rnethms else (24)

7 n 6–16 smmlh,ng else (26,

Y r N (29)
-------------------

2 Y (29) N
-------------------

2 Y (29) N (28)

lY s N (NP)
-------------------

(29J

1 Y (29) N
-------------------

2 Y (29) N
-------------------

z Y (29) N
-------------------

3 Y (29) N (28)

Y (2*) N
-------------------

‘r 1 N (29)
-------------------

z Y (29] N
-------------------

z Y (29) N-------------------

3 Y (29) N (28)

Y 1 N (29)

2 Y (29) N
-------------------

2 Y (29) N
___________________

3 Y (29) N

4Y 5 N (NPJ
-------------------

1

00 a Less than I month

1 _ Ms. 2 — Yrs,
-------------------

Enter con;il;l in item c

❑ Old a;e mly (NP)
-------------------

Y (Reask N
29b and CJ

.------------__----
❑ Only I .cmdwon

Emer trial” .mditicm
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CONDITION 1

1. Person number Name of condition

2. When did -- last see or talk to n doctor about his . . .?

I ❑ ~e~ktervlew 1 D Past 2 wks. (Item C) s u 2-4 yrs.
2 02 wks.—6 mos.

(Reask 2)
6 n 5+ yrs.

3 0 Over 6–12 mos. 7 ❑ Never

~nlYr.
B ❑ OK if Dr. seen

g ❑ DK when Or. seen

Al I Examine “Name of cond!tion” entry and mark
❑ Accident or Injury (A2) D On Card C (A2) m Ne!ther (3.)

If “Doctor not talked to, ” record adequate description of condition.
If “Doctor talked to, ” ask

3tl.

b.

c.

d.

What did the doctor say it was? - Did he give it a medical name?

Oo not ask for Cancer

What was the cause of . . .?

u Accidem or injury (A2)
--- —---. _-— ._____ -___________________ -___ --___ —-
If the entry in 3a or 3b ,ncl”des the words:

Atlment Condition
Anemia

Disorder Trouble

CYS* G,. wth Tumor

Asthma Def e.+ Measles ulcer

Attack Disease
}

Ask G

Rupture

What kind of . . . is it?

------------ ____________________________________
For allergy or stroke, ask:
How does the allergy (stroke) affect him?

---___ --___ —-____—______________. .
If in 3a-d there is an impairment m any of the following entnes:

Abscess DamCJge P.wly.ls

Ache (except headache) GrowVh Rupture

Bleeding Hemorrhage so,.
Blood .1., In fe<+ion soreness
Boil . I. flammatio. Tumor

\

Ask e

c.”.., Neuralgia Ulcer

Crmnps (except N mwitis Varicose ..1..
menstrual) Pc.in Weak

cyst Pal sy Weaknesa

e. Whet part of the body is affected?

Show the following deta!l:

Head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .sk.ll, scolp, foce
Bo.k/spi.e/verwbro . . . , . . . . upper, middle, lower

Ea, o, eye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..orb.th
Ann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..cme .arketh; shc.uld.r, uper,

.1 bow, lower, wri s+, ha. J’

Lag . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . or both; hip, upper, knee,
lower, ❑nkle, feet

The ~emai ning questions wi I I be asked as appropriate for the

42 condit!on entered !n:
❑ Item I ❑ Q. 3b U Q. 3d

❑ Q. 3a u Q. 3.

4. D.ring the past 2 weeks, did his . . . cause him
to cut down on the things he usually does? lY 2 N (9)

5. During that pe,iod, how many days did he c“t
down far as much as o day? _ Days

00 ❑ None (9)

6. ~;,ring that 2-week period, hew many cloys did
keep him in bed all or most of the day?

_Days
. . .

on m None

Ask if 17+ years:

7. How many cloys did his . . . keep him from work
_Oays @“m9f,

during that 2-week period? (For females): not
counting work around the house? 00 u None (9)

Ask if 6-16 Years:.#–
8. How many days did his . . . keep him from _ Days

school during that 2-week period? no ❑ None

9. When did -- first notice his . . .?

I ❑ Last week ~ ❑ 2 weeks-3 months

2 0 Week before 50 Over 3-12 months

~ O Past 2 weeks-DK which s u More than 12 months ago

(Was it during the past 12 months or before that time?)

(Was it during the past 3 months or before that time?)

(Was it during the past 2 weeks or before that time?)

I ❑ Not an eye cond. (A4) q ❑ First eye cond. (6+ yrs.) (10)

A3 20 First eye condition 4 ❑ Not first eye cond. (A4)
(under 6) (A4)

1
10. Can -- see well enough to read ordinary newspaper

print WITH GLASSES with his f left \ eye?..ly 2N

s. First noticed during the past 2 weeks?

I
(QuestlOn 9) . . . . . . . . . . . Y N (A5)

b. Ooctor seen or talked to during the past 2 weeks?

A4
(Q.estiOn 2) . . . . . . . . . .. Y(Fill N

buff form)

c. One or more cut-down days?

(Que=im 9.. . . . . . . . . . Y (Fill N (A5)
blue form)

1

FOOTNOTES
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/45 ~ Accident or injury u Other (NC)

t
11o. Did the accident happen during the past 2 years or before that time?

❑ During the past 2 years u Before 2 years (f 2a)
------------------------------------------------

b. When did the accident happen?

D Last week u Over 3-[2 months

❑ Week before a I -2 years

❑ 2 weeks-3 months

12a. At the time of the accident what part of the body wns hurt?
What kind of iniury was it? Anything else?

Part(s) of body Kind of l“jury

t t

---------------- -------------------------------

1
I 1

If accident happened more than 3 months ago, ask:

b. What part of the body is affected now?

How is his -- affected? Is he affected in any other way?

Part(s) of body Presem effects

~-------- __-_____+-------- -------------------- -1

13. Where did the accident happen?

I u At home (inside house)

z U At home (adiacent premises)
2 U Street and highway (includes roadway and public sidewalk)
4 n Farm

5 n Industrial place (includes premises)

6 Cl school (includes premises)
7 •l place of recr=tion and sports, except at school
80 Other (Sbeci fy) ~

I

14. Was -- at work at his ieb .x businesz when the accident happ.ned?

lY 3 0 Whi I e in Armed Services I
2N k ❑ Under 17 at time of accident

150. Was a cor, truck, bus, or other motor vehicle

involved in the .accidmt in any way? lY 2 N (NC)
------------------------------------------------- -1

b. Was more than me vehicle involved? Y N-------------------------------------------------
4

e. Was it l=ither one) nmvim at the time? lY 2N I

FOOTNOTES

*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINGING OFFICE 1977 -241-lBl114
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES

Formerly fi<blic Health Service i%blication lVO. 1000

Series 1. Programs and Collection Procedures. –Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics snd its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and
other material necessary for understanding the data.

Sen”es 2. Data Evaluation and Methods Research. –Studies of new statistical methodology including ex~erimental
tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques,
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.

Series 3. Analytical Studies. –Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.

Series 4. Documents and Cornm;ttee Reports. –Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.

Series 10. Data from the Health Interview Survey. –Statistics on illness: accidental injuries; clisabilit y; use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and other health-related topics, bused on data colIected in
a continuing national household interview sun,e y.

Series 11. Data from the Health Examination Survey. –Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac-
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an
explicit fiiite universe of persons.

Series 12. Data from the Znstz”tutionalized Population Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.

Series 13. Data on Health Resources Utilization. –Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and fadities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.

Series 14. Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. –Statistics on the numbers, geographic distrib-

ution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu-
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Series 20. Data on Mortality .–Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly

reports. Special anal yses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on
sample surveys of those records.

Series 21. Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce. –Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;

geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of biis not
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records.

Sm.es 22. Data from the Arational Mortality and Natality Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.

Series 23. Data from the National Survey of Family Growth. –Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso-
lution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey of
a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 1544 years of age.

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Scientific and Technical Information Branch
National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service, HRA
Rockville, Md. 20857
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