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OUT-OF-POCKET COST AND ACQUISITION

OF PRESCRIBED MEDICINES

Jai W. Choi, Division of Health Interview Statistics

INTRODUCTION

Data collected during 1973 in the Health In-
terview Survey on prescribed medicines among
the civilian noninstitutionalized population of
the United States are discussed in this report.
Various statistics are derived from these data,
including those on the average out-of-pocket
cost, average cost per purchase per person,
and average cost per purchase. The percent dis-
tributions of the number of acquisitions are
shown in the detailed tables.

During 1973 the annual average out-of-
pocket prescribed medicine expense of the civil-
ian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States was $23.80 per person. Prescribed
medicines were defined in the survey as any
medications obtained on a doctor’s written pre-
scription, including refills; any medicines pre-
pared on the basis of a doctor’s telephone call to
a pharmacist; and any medicines given by the
doctor or his assistant to a person to take home.
Medicines or injections administered to a person
in 'a medical facility were not considered pre-
scribed medicines. Out-of-pocket expense was
defined as the amount of expense paid directly
by an individual or a family member exclusive of
any part paid by insurance, other person, or
agency.

The average out-of-pocket expense per per-
son for prescribed medicines increased steadily
with age from $9.10 per year for persons under
17 years to $61.40 for persons aged 65 and over.

Females spent considerably more for pre-
scribed medicines than did males; their average
expenditure was $28.60 compared with $18.60
for males.

Out-of-pocket expense per person for pre-
scribed medicines for white persons ($25.00) ex-
ceeded that for all other persons ($15.00). After
differences in age distributions were adjusted,
the average out-of-pocket expense for prescribed
medicines was similar for different family in-
come groups and for the different education
groups of the head of the family (table A).

Persons who were unable to carry on the
major activity for their age group spent substan-
tially greater amounts for medicines ($100.20)
than did persons with no limitation of activity
($15.90).

Persons living in metropolitan areas had
about the same expense for medicines ($22.80)
as those living in nonmetropolitan areas
($25.80). Individual out-of-pocket expenses for
prescribed medicines were highest ($26.70) in
the South Region and lowest ($20.40) in the
Northeast Region.

The highest average cost per acquisition of
prescribed medicine was $6.50 for certain dis-
orders of the circulatory system, other than heart
conditions and high blood pressure, and the low-
est was $3.30 for thyroid conditions.

There were an estimated 1,198.4 million ac-
quisitions of prescribed medicine in 1973, or an
average of 5.8 acquisitions per person per year.
The average cost per purchase was $4.80. The
number of acquisitions rose sharply with age,
but the average cost per purchased acquisition
did not change substantially with age.

The largest source of payment for acquisi-
tions was a person or a member of his family
(74.1 percent). After that, the largest sources
were a public organization (10.4 percent) and
private insurance (7.9 percent). The source of



acquisition is defined as the source of partial or
total payment.

The largest number of acquisitions was made
for conditions of the respiratory system-com-
mon cold, sore throat, tonsillitis, influenza,
grippe, cough, strep throat—(12.9 percent),
while the smallest number was acquired for
weight problems (0.7 percent).

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS
OF THE DATA

The information in this report pertaining to
prescribed medicines was obtained in household
interviews. During the 52-week period in 1973
the Health Interview Survey weekly samples to-
taled about 41,000 households containing ap-
proximately 120,000 persons living at the time
of the interview.

A description of the survey design, the
methods used in estimation, and the general
qualifications of data obtained from this survey
are presented in appendix I. Since the estimates
shown in this report are based on a sample of
the population rather than on the entire popula-
tion, they are subject to sampling error. There-
fore particular attention should be paid to the
section entitled “Reliability of Estimates.” Sam-
pling errors for most of the estimates are of rel-
atively low magnitude. However, where an esti-
mated number or the numerator or the
denominator of a rate or percentage is small, the
sampling error may be high. Charts of relative
sampling errors and instructions for their use are
also shown in appendix I.

Certain terms used in this report are defined
in appendix II. Some of the terms have spe-
cialized meanings for the purpose of the survey.
For example, prescribed medicine is defined as
any medicine obtained on a doctor’s written pre-
scription or telephoned order to a pharmicist,
any refill of previous prescriptions, and any
medicine given by a doctor (or nurse) to a per-
son to take home. Medicines and injections ad-
ministered to a person in a doctor’s office orin a
medical facility are not included.

Each time a prescription was filled or re-
filled, the item was considered an acquisition.
Since most prescriptions were written for the

use of an individual, the number of acquisitions
for a person equaled the number of prescriptions
filled plus the number of times each prescription
was refilled. Information on nonprescription
medicines during the same year is not available
since no question on such medicines was asked
during the 1973 survey.

The questions about medicines and the col-
umns for entering the responses about each med-
icine are shown in the questionnaire in appendix
III. The entire questionnaire used during the
year’s data collection is illustrated in the publi-
cation “Current Estimates From the Health In-
terview Survey, United States, 1973 (Vital and
Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 95).

The amount paid for prescribed medicine
by the person or his family was unknown
for 15.7 percent of the acquisitions. Amounts
that were actually recorded in column h of
the questionnaire in appendix III were used
to estimate the cost of prescribed medicine.

OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSE
OF PRESCRIBED MEDICINES
PER PERSON PER YEAR

During 1973 the average annual amount of
out-of-pocket expense of prescribed medicines
was $23.80 per person in the civilian noninsti-
tutionalized population (table 1). As age in-
creased, the annual out-of-pocket expense of
prescribed medicines per person rose steeply
from $9.10 for persons under 17 years of age to
$61.40 per person aged 65 years and older. Un-
doubtedly, this rise was related to the increased
prevalence rate of chronic conditions among
older persons.

There was a substantial sex difference in
spending for prescribed medicines. The out-of-
pocket expense per female for prescribed medi-
cine exceeded that for males by about 54 per-
cent. The sex difference was greatest for ages
17-44 years and least for children under 17 years
of age (figure 1).

White persons purchased greater amounts of
prescribed medicines than did all other persons
(table 1). The average annual cost for white per-
sons was $25.00 and that of all other persons
was just $15.00. However, after age adjustment,
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Figure 1. Out-of-pocket prescription medicine expense per personx
per year, by age and sex.

the difference between white and all other per-
sons was somewhat reduced (table A).

When the data were adjusted for differences
in age distribution, no appreciable difference
was found among the categories of different
educational attainment of the head of the family
(table A).

As family income rose, out-of-pocket pre-
scription medicine expenses decreased. However,
this pattern is not apparent when the data are
age-adjusted (table A).In general, the sex differ-
ences shown for all incomes were noted within
each income group (table 1).

The pattern of expenses for persons with no
limitation of activity differed greatly from that
for persons who were unable to carry on their
major activity (table 2). These data have not
been age adjusted because age is an important
factor in the development of chronic disease and
associated activity limitation. Persons who were
unable to carry on their major activity had rates
for prescribed medicine about 6 times as large as
those for persons with no limitation of activity.
As the degree of limitation of activity increased
in severity, the annual expenditure for medicine
rose sharply.

Persons residing in nonmetropolitan areas
spent slightly more for prescription medicines
than did residents in metropolitan areas (table
3). Persons living in the Northeast Region had
the lowest annual rate of expenditure for pre-

Table A. Crude and age-adjusted out-of-pocket prescription med-
icine expense per person per year, by selected characteristics:
United States, 1973

Expense per person
Setected characteristics per year
Age-
Crude adjuste g1
All persons $23.80 $23.80
Sex
Male 18.60 19.40
Female 28.60 27.80
Color
White 25.00 24.60
All other 15.00 17.40
Family income
Less than $3,000......cocceeerreererensenens 33.40 23.00
$3,000-$4,999 32.10 25.90
$5,000-$6,999 26.70 2490
$7,000-$9,999 22.60 2430
$10,000—514,999......cocovceerreecereecenns 19.70 22,70
$15,000 OF MOre.aeeeerrmscerereransasrannes 22,00 24,00
Education of head of family
Less than 9 years.....cceeereereeeneecenraceees 31.00 23.40
9-12 years y 21.30 23.00
13 Years Or MOre.....cooueeerecancrasseraranes 22.80 25.30
Residence
SMSA 22.80 23.10
Outside SMSA 25.80 25.10
Geographic region
Northeast 20.40 19.80
North Central 23.90 23.80
South 26.70 27.10
West.. 22,70 23.20

1Adjusted by the direct method to the age distribution of the
total civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United
States, 1973.

scribed medicine, while those in the South Re-
gion had the highest rate.

In most cases medicines are prescribed in the
treatment of a specific illness. For this reason
the primary classification of prescribed medicine
is basically the conditions for which medicine is
taken. The average cost per acquisition of pre-



scription medicine was reported according to the
conditions for which they were prescribed (table
4). The price per acquisition was highest for the
treatment of certain disorders of circulatory
system and lowest for thyroid conditions. The
high cost may be related to the quantity of med-
icine per purchase; for example, the amount of
medicine per acquisition may be greater for long-
term chronic disease than for the short-term
minor condition.

The average cost per acquisition for the 10
conditions most frequently associated with ac-
quisition is illustrated in figure 2. The costs
range from a high of $6.00 for high blood pres-
sure and arthritis and other disorders of bones
and joints to a low of $3.80 for conditions of
the respiratory system.

Rank Condition

1. Conditions of the
respiratory system! .....

2. Mental and nervous
conditions

3. High blood pressure ..... $6.00

4.  Heart conditions 1
{with or without $5.50
high blood pressure} .... |

B, Digestive system
conditions other
than ulcers .. 3

6. Pain (condition
not reported) .o.eevmees

7. Skin conditions .......we..

8. Evye or ear conditions.......

9.  Arthritis and ather
disorders of bones
and Joints .ivieenrene

10. Gemitourinary conditions
except kidney
CONAILIONS.cermesrrrrrenseas

AVERAGE ACQUISITION COST
" Includes common cold, sore throat, tonsillitss, influenza, grippe, coughs, and strep throat

NOTE Table 12 shows frequency of acquisition.

Figure 2. Average acquisition cost of prescription medicine pur-
chased by a person or his family for the 10 conditions most
frequently associated with acquisition listed in the order of
magnitude of frequency.

NUMBER OF ACQUISITIONS
OF PRESCRIBED MEDICINES

During the 12 months in 1973 there were an
estimated 1,198,370 acquisitions of prescribed
medicine (table 5). The initial filling of a pre-
scription and each subsequent refilling (if any)
were considered separate acquisitions. About
86.9 percent of the total number of acquisitions
were paid for; 74.1 percent by the family only
and 12.8 percent by the family and some other
source. About 13.1 percent were acquired free;
8.4 percent of these were obtained free from a
physician, and the remaining 9.7 percent were
obtained free from other sources (table B). Pre-
scribed medicines obtained free from the doctor
were classified in this category only in cases
where there was no fee in addition to the regular
one for service. Medicines obtained without
charge from other sources included those pro-
vided by private insurance, public organizations,
friends and relatives outside the household, and
others.

Persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized
population obtained prescribed medicines on the
average of 5.8 times during 1973. The average
cost per purchase was $4.80 for these known
acquisitions. This average cost was the amount
paid by the person or his family when no other
source paid any portion of the total cost.

Figure 3 shows that as age increased the rate
of acquisitions rose steadily. The average num-
ber of acquisitions was about the same for boys
and girls under 17 years of age. However, from
age 17 onward, the rate of acquiring prescribed
medicines was greater for females than for
males. During the ages 17-44 years the rate for
women was more than double that for men.

Figure 4 shows that the average cost per pur-
chase of prescribed medicines remained fairly
stable throughout most age groups. The average
cost was lowest for children under 17 years. The
data shown in table 5 indicate that the rise in
annual cost of prescribed medicines per person
with increasing age (table 1) was related more to
an increase in the number of purchases of medi-
cines than to an increase in the expense of medi-
cines.

In general, as family income rose the percent
of acquisitions of prescribed medicines that were



Table B. Total number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distribution, according to source of payment:
United States, 1973

Total number Paid for Paid for
Source of payment Of . Total Free by family by family
acquisitions alone and other
in thousands source
Percent distribution
Total........ 1,198,370 100.0 1341 74.1 12.8
Family alone® 888,203 100.0 e 100.0 .
Free from physician 40,947 100.0 100.0 - e
Private insurance..... 94,132 100.0 83 . 91.7
Public organization .......eeee. avnerien ceesseaarens 124,771 100.0 64.3 e 35.7
Friends and relatives outside
the household ....cceeriecimmmscnninssncvnnne 2,338 100.0 36.2 ven 63.8
Others 47,980 100.0 57.2 e 42.8
1paid for person or 3 member of his family.
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Z S 25 tained free of charge, especially from public or-
[ q % - . .
B §§§§ 2 ganizations, declined (table C). Throughout the
[o5ese B 5SS o .
5 52 5 family income groups the average cost per pur-
R :§§§3 o chase remained fairly consistent within age
i 0200 e Yl N . .
R D5 K groups. This could indicate that the type of
S i medicine, the amount obtained per prescription,
1724 25.44 65 and : : :
over and the unit cost do not change with socioeco-
AGE IN YEARS nomic status of the purchaser. However, there is

Figure 3. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine per

person per year, by sex and age.

some indication that the number of acquisitions
per person varies with income change (table 6).
For example, without age adjustment, the num-



Table C. Total number of free acquisitions and percent distribution by source, according to family income: United States, 1973

Source of free acquisitions
Total number
Family income of Friends and
acquisitions relatives - Pubtic
in thousands Total outside the Physician Insurance organization Other
household
Percent distribution
All incomes............ 157,235 100.0 *0.5 26.0 5.0 51.0 17.4
Less than $3,000........ 39,620 100.0 *0.6 15.4 *1.0 708 12.1
$3,000-$4,999...... 28,363 100.0 *0.4 15.9 *1.1 65.1 17.5
$5,000-$6,999..... 16,336 100.0 *0.7 25.8 *4.3 53.4 15.7
$7,000-$9,999..... 14,606 100.0 *0.9 329 *8.2 35.5 225
$10,000-$14,999. 27,823 100.0 *0.5 37.2 8.6 33.5 20.2
$15,000 or more......... 22,280 100.0 *04 44.1 10.1 24.5 21.0
Unknown.....ccccebaneenne. 8,209 100.0 *0.0 *14.2 *6.8 60.4 18.6

ber of acquisitions per person for those living in
families with income under $3,000 (9.5 acquisi-
tions) was greater than that for persons with
family income of $10,000 (5.0 acquisitions), but
the average cost per purchase remained about
the same. This finding suggests more frequent
acquisitions of medicines among lower income
groups.

Persons other than white obtained substan-
tially higher percentages of prescribed medica-
tions free of charge than did white persons
(table 7). However, the number of acquisitions
per person per year was greater for white per-
sons in all age groups except 45-64 years than
for all other persons. The color differential in
rate of acquisition declined with increasing age.
The average cost per purchase was lower for
white persons in the younger age groups but
slightly higher in the older age groups.

As educational level of the head of the fam-
ily rose, the rate of acquiring prescribed medi-
cines increased for persons under 25 years of
age, but it decreased for persons 45 years of age
and older (table 8). The percent of the prescrip-
tion medicines that was purchased by the person
or his family and acquired through private
health insurance increased for higher educational
levels, while prescription medicines obtained
through public organizations decreased.

Persons with no limitation of activity ob-
tained an average of 4.1 prescribed medications
per year compared with a rate of 23.5 acquisi-
tions for persons unable to carry on their major
activity. The average cost per purchase for those
with no limitation of activity was less than that
for persons affected by limitation of activity.
Among persons with limitation of activity, the
rate at which prescribed medicines were ac-
quired increased rapidly as the severity of activ-
ity limitation rose (table 9).

About 9.3 percent of prescribed medicines
used by persons living in metropolitan areas
were acquired through private health insurance,
while the comparable percent for nonmetropoli-
tan areas was about 4.8 (table 10). The metro-
politan residents obtained 14.7 percent of the
prescribed medicine with no out-of-pocket ex-
pense, while the comparable rate of nonmetro-
politan residents was 9.9 percent. For most age
groups the rate of acquisitions per farm resident,
especially of free acquisitions, was lower than
the rate for persons living in other resident areas.
The average cost per purchase was quite similar
in each of the areas.

Residents of the South Region had the high-
est rate of acquisition of prescribed medicines
per person, but the average cost per purchase
was somewhat higher in the West Region than



elsewhere (table 11). Also, for most age groups
residents of the West Region had the lowest per-
centage of acquisitions purchased by the family
alone. The distribution of recipients of third-
party payments for medication is not equal in
each region; for instance, 10.7 percent was all or
partially paid by private health insurance in the
West Region, while only 5 percent was paid in
the South Region. Approximately 12.2 percent
of prescription medicines was acquired through

public organizations in the Northeast Region,
but the comparable rate was 8.1 percent in the
North Central Region.

The number of acquisitions for certain con-
ditions was highly related to age (table 12); for
instance, about 29 percent of medications ac-
quired for the common cold was for persons
under 25 years of age, and less than 1 percent
obtained for heart conditions was for the same

age group.

o000
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Table 1. Out-of-pocket prescribed medicine expense per person per year,

sex, and education of head of family: United States, 1973
|Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reli-

ahility of the estimates are given in appendix L. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

by family income, age, color,

Color Sex Education of head of family
Family income and age Total
: All . Less than 9-12 13 years
White | iher viale | Female| g years years or more
All incomes! Cost per person per year
All ages-~wmmemmaman- $23.80 ||%$25.00 | $15.00] $18.60| $28.60 $31.00 $21.30 $22.80
Under 17 years---------we-- 9.10 9.90 4.90 8.90 9.30 6,40 8.70 11.70
17-24 years===-eam—ceacae-a 13.50 || 14.30 8.50 8.20| 18.50 9.20 13.00 16.60
25-44 yearsm-—-we-sencooooan 21.10 || 21.70 16.80| 14.10( 27.60 23.30 20.10 21.90
45-64 years---eo-—e—coa—on- 38.20 1| 39.10 29.40{ 32.30| 43.70 40.80 37.60 36.30
65 years and over---e------ 61.40 [| 62.90 46.00| 54.60| 66.30 61.60 59.30 66.40
Under 15 yearg==mm-=cen--= 9.20 || 10.00 5.20 9.40 9.10 6.00 8.90 11.90
15-24 yearg==-memecmacenaa- 12.30 || 13.20 7.20 7.70| 16.80 9.00 11.80 15.40
Less than $3,000
All ages----=-cumc—wu-- 33.40{| 39.80 16 20| 23.30| 39.60 41.20 29.40 18.80
Under 17 years—----—-—c=-=-uc 7.10 1 11.00 *3.20 7.50 6.80 7.00 6.20 %9.90
17-24 years=—=--- 2.70 || 13.80 #*7.50 8.20( 16.00 *7.60 14.80 11.70
25-44 years-~- 18.40 || 20.70 14.40| 10.10( 23.60 19.10 20.90 #*13.30
45-64 years—-—m-—mmmccccanx 47.70 || 54.10 28.50 | 46.50( 48.10 44.80 54.10 #30.60
65 years and over--~--~~e--- 61.90 {[ 65.30 41.70 | 47.70| 67.90 61.30 64.50 51.20
Under 15 years=—---=—e-we-cw- 6.70 || 10.30 *3.20 7.60 5.70 7.40 6.40 *4.80
15-24 yearge—-e=maccacnnon-- 12.30 || 13.90 *6.60 7.70 | 15.90 *7.00 14.20 12.40
$3,000-%4,999
All ages=---=-omocaooaa 32.10 || 37.00 15.40| 26.50| 36.60 40.00 26.40 27.50
Under 17 years---~e=-c=-=n- 5.70 6.20 4.80 5,10 6.20 5.10 5.70 *9.10
17-24 years---e=--cmecccan- 14,20 || 14.60 14.10 7.60| 20.10 *7.70 15.40 16.40
25-44 yearsme-mmwcsuncneann 22.50 [| 25.90 13.80| 16.40| 26.60 28.90 21.00 *15.40
45~64 yearse--scomenmaaaan. 51.60 || 54.70 37.00| 43.00| 56.50 53.20 52.00 42,00
65 years and over---------- 60.50 [[ 62.40 39.30| 57.10| 63.40 62.00 56.70 64.30
Under 15 years-~—-cecacewac- 6.20 6.70 5.50 5.40 6.90 5.90 6.10 *9,10
15~24 years-==-=mmecmacac-a- 12.00 || 13.10 10,00 6.70 | 16.70 *5.50 13.40 16.20
$5,000~$6,999
All ageSewmm——=—cam—aa- 26.70 [| 29.20 15.10| 21.30| 31.40 32.10 21.60 32.90
Under 17 years---e--m--o--- 7.40 8.50 *4.20 7.50 7.30 7.00 6.60, 15.10
17-24 years--—-m=--cm—cacea-- 11.80 (| 12.90 *7.10 6.80| 16.30 %*9,30 10.90 16.70
25-44 years--—--—a--—eee—c-o 21.20 | 21.90 18.30 | 14.60; 26.90 23.90 18.60 25.20
45-64 years-~~eeemec—onenno 43.50 {| 45.80 30.00 | 37.40 47.80 42.20 42.90 56.00
65 years and over---------- 69.40 || 68.90 76.50 | 58.50| 79.30 69.90 62,10 86.30
Under 15 years--~===—e--au-- 7.60 8.60 %4.50 8.30 7.00 6.20 7.00 16.30
15-24 years--—---——c=coce——u- 10.80 (| 12.10 *5.80 5.90] 15.20 10.00 9.60 15.90
$7,000-$9,999
All ages-w---=c—cecaaaa 22.60 || 23.70 15.00{ 18.00| 27.00 25,10 21.00 24.60
Under 17 yearsee--w-ecw-w--- 9.50 || 10.20 5.50 9.30 9.80 7.00 9.80 12.30
17-24 years~=-—--=-==- .c——--- 13.20 || 14.20 *%6.70 8.10| 17.30 %9.60 12.70 16.90
25-44 years-e--—-e—scomooaa 19.90 || 20.00 19.70| 11.70| 28.00 17.40 18.90 24.40
45-64 years---wmecsmcmccoana 42.40 || 43.70 30.20 | 36.40( 48.10 42.70 40.60 46.40
65 years and over--ece=--aw- 60.00 || 60.40 | *54.50| 57.40| 62.50 55.80 64,00 60.90
Under 15 years----------w-- 9.60 || 10.20 %*5,60 9.90 9.20 5.70 9.90 12.90
15-24 years—=--eemcacam—a-- 12.50 i 13.50 *6.40 7.30 | 17.00 11.10 11.80 15.70

!Includes unknown income.
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Table 1. Out-of-pocket prescribed medicine expense per person per year,
sex, and education of head of family: United States, 1973—Cu..

by family incore, agr, .olorx,

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, gencral qualifications, and informativn on the reli-

ability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

Color Sex Education of head of family
Family income and age Total 11 b 9-12 3
. A Less than - 13 years
White other Male | Female 9 years years oY more
$10,000-$14,999 Cost per person per year
All ages-----—sremmmaao 19.70)1 20.20 13.90] 15.10( 24.50 22,60 18.50 20.90
Under 17 yearg-—-—-e==—a--a 9.00 9.40 *4.,40 8.50 9.40 4.80 8.60 11.50
17-24 years-~m—=mo-mm—em—na 14.90(| 15.50 *9,20 8.60{ 20.80 9.00 14.30 19,50
25-44 yearg--—~=——ceecameaa 20.60({ 20.80 18.00| 12.50( 28.80 26.10 20.20 19.70
45-64 years-----------w 34.00|| 34.50 26,70 29.90( 38.40 32.00 33.20 39.30
65 years and over 58,70 59.40| *44.30{ 45.50| 70.10 63,30 57.40 57.90
Under 15 years----~-- 9.30 9.70 *4.60 92.00 9.50 5.00 8.80 11.90
15-24 years--===c—c-am—cma-- 12.90)| 13.40 *7.80 7.50( 18.00 7.40 12.50 17.20
$15,000 or more

All ages~~e—mcmcomanans 22,001 22,30 17.20| 18.90| 25.10 24,90 20.90 22.40
Under 17 years~=-—mecmwmans 10.90(| 11.20 7.30( 11.20( 10.70 8.10 10.20 11.80
17-24 years 14.40 14,60 | #11.90 8.90 20.70 12,40 12,30 17.50
25-44 years 23.50 23.80 18,20 18,00 28.80 30.30 22,90 23.30
45-64 years 33.30(f 33.40 31.30( 30.20| 37.00 33.70 32.50 34.30
65 years and over---------- 61.40(| 62.10| *45,40| 61,90| 61.00 54.70 55.70 69.10
Under 15 years==sw=w-awauec- 11.10|] 11.30 8.20| 11.60| 10.60 *6,40 10.80 11.80
15-24 years---—-————=coeoan 13.204| 13.50| =*10,10 8.80} 17.90 12.40 11.20 15.70
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Table 2.

activity limitation status: United States, 1973

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix L. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Out-of-pocket prescribed medicine expense per person per year, by sex, age, and chronic

: With
With no l'mwtgg'on limitation EZiEle to
Sex and age Total limitation bltl tl’ in amount y on
of activity a‘ur got.l?t or kind of 1 a ??J?i
major aCtiVITY | major activity'| 2C-TViLY
Both sexes Cost per person per year
All agesew--mro-mremona $23.80 $15.90 $45.40 $76.90 $100.20
Under 17 years-—-------sceocu- 9.10 8.50 18.90 33.20 23.00
17-24 years—==crcrmonccmneenn 13.50 12,20 23.10 35.90 54.70
25-44 yearse-----co-m-mcemaoa 21.10 17.40 42,10 61,10 61,50
45~64 yearse~e-=-ocmeomoceaan 38.20 23,80 62.30 87.70 103,00
65 years abd over=-----m--uo- 61.40 36.10 57.00 91.10 111,50
Under 15 years=----c-wmemo-o- 9.20 8.70 20,20 33.70 *21,70
15-24 yearsesm—=----meomceanaa 12,30 11.20 21,40 34.80 53.50
Male
All agese—=---=-ommmomeaem 18.60 12,10 32.30 53.00 89,60
Under 17 year§----=---v—cocw- 8.90 8.40 20,00 29.30 7.90
17-24 yearse=---ce-cccmnmocmun 8.20 6.90 14,60 25.50 *44,50
25-44 yearse=---rcecmconman—n 14,10 11.70 35.20 37.00 35,00
45-64 years=---eemccnmcree——- 32.30 19.70 41,00 70.70 90,70
65 years and over---~em=-—mm—-- 54.60 29,00 44,10 59.30 104.00
Under 15 years--=sm-mm=w—ccece- 9.40 8.80 20.50 31.00 %*8.90
15-24 years-----mccemmecnanan 7.70 6.60 15.30 24,10 *41.40
Female

All ageswm-vm--cmmem o 28.60 19.50 57.70 91.20 128.50
Under 17 years--s=s===-=m—coses 9.30 8.70 17.40 38.50 *40,00
17-24 yearse=-=-me-secmecccana 18,50 17.10 35,30 48,80 *75.70
25-44 yearse=w-cecemcacmnana-n 27.60 22,80 49.00 78.40 128,80
45-64 yearse~-mcemmcacan- 43.70 27.40 83.50 98.10 146.50
65 years and over 66.30 40.80 62.40 103,20 128,80
Under 15 yearS-=-=r-m-=mmwacc. 9.10 8.50 %20,20 37.30 *35.80
15-24 years=w=--cmeemcmoomm—— 16.80 15.50 29.80 47.80 %*77.30

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activ-

ities.



Table 3. Out-of-pocket prescribed medicine expense per person per year, by residence, geographic region,

and age: United States, 1973

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey desiun, general gualifications, and information on the reli-
ability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Residence
Geographic region All SMSA Outside SMSA
and age areas
Not
Total Central central Total Nonfarm Farm
eity city
United States Cost per person per year
All agese=cmmcm—cmm e e $23.80 $22.80 $23,10] $22.70}] $25.,80 $25.90| $24.60
Under 17 years-------mremceccomemae 9.10 9.10 8.90 9.20 9.20 9.60 6,30
17-24 yearse-mccmccmccuramccne e 13.50 14,00 13.60 14.20 12.40 12.30 13.50
25-44 years--~e--—mcmmmcmmem e 21.10 21,00 21.00 21,00 21.30 21.10 23.40
45-64 yearse-emmmrmescmemccoaccamanne 38.20 36.40 35.90 36.90 42.10 43,60 34,20
65 years and over--~==-emsemecmee——a- 61,40 57.80 56,60 59.10 67.70 68,70 60,30
Under 15 years§e=s=rmecmesmcececcncccne 9,20 9.10 9.00 9.20 9.60 9.90 6.70
15-24 years--=---mmemmcmcce e 12.30 12.80 12.60 13.00 11.20 11.30 10.50
Northeast
All ages==mec—cmmcmcoomem e 20.40 20.80 19.70 21.60 18.80 19,10} +*13.70
Under 17 year§-----wm--ceomecccnaa= 8.20 8.60 6.50 9.90 7.30 7.40 *2.80
17-24 years--ee—-memorcrccmmmccmaan 12.10 12.90 10.40 15.00 8.50 8.10| =*15.50
25«44 years-rmemmmecmcn e e 17.70 17.80 15.90 19.10 17.50 17.60| *15.00
45-64 yearS-sm~ecemmmcmcmmcmnecenaee 30.10 30.30 30.30 30.40 29.00 29,201 *23,60
65 years and over--------cemcecc-ac 51.20 51.30 48.00 54.40 50.40 51.20| #*34.00
Under 15 yearse-=e-~meremccccncoaan 8.30 8.50 6.60 9.70 7.50 7.90 *1.70
15-24 years---c-c-mmmmmem e e e 11.20 12.10 9.70 13.90 7.40 7.00| *12.00
North Central
All ages==secmermdn . e 23.90 23.50 24,30 22.90 24.80 25.70 20.80
Under 17 years--w=-mreemececormcaran 8.70 8.80 8.50 9.00 8.70 9.30 *5.90
17-24 years---cmmmecmremmcenccnneee 12.90 13.80 14.20 13.40 11.00 11.00| *11,20
25-44 years-~-=-mmccemcmmmceaareee 21.10 21.40 19.60 22.60 20.40 20.20 21.50
45464 yeaArS=mmemmemmmeemem e aan 37.50 37.40 39.40 35.70 37.90 41,20 27.40
65 years and over------reccmmceneon 65.50 65,00 63.90 66,10 66.00 67.60 56.60
Under 15 years 9,00 8.90 8.30 9.30 9.20 9.80 *6.50
1524 years-memmmemmmmccmcen oo 11.60 12,50 13.50 11.80 9.60 9.80 *8.80
South
All ages~~=semmecmcmmcramcmaen 26.70 24,90 25,00 24.80 29.10 29.00 30.20
Under 17 years-—- =~memeccmmemeceaus 10.60 10.60 10.60 10.60 10.70 11.00 *7.10
17-24 years----ecmcmomecccncr e 15,40 15.30 16.30 14.40 15.50 15,50 =*16.00
25-44 years--mmmmcnmmm e e 23.90 23,90 24,60 23.20 24,00 23.90 24,50
45-64 yearS-——memomemmmmmccmaccmeeeo 43,90 40.70 36.70 44,60 48.20 49,60 39.90
65 years and over--~~~--eccmcecenenn 68.90 62,20 63.60 60.50 75.30 75.80 71.80
Under 15 years 10.70 10.70 11.00 10.40 10.70 11.00 *7.60
15-24 years-=mmmmmomm e e 14,30 14.20 14.50 13.90 14,50 14.60 13.10
West

All ages-rmm-~memccnmcmmae e caann 22.70 22.30 23.40 21.40 24,40 24,20 27.00
Under 17 years~==eecc-scurmcmennnne 8.00 8.00 9.60 6.90 8.00 8.00 *8,10
17-24 years~—ewmmeemmmce e e 12,80 13.70 13.10 14,20 9.10 9.00 | #11.50
25-44 years-m---mmmmmm e 20.30 20.60 23.10 18.80 19.00 17.80} +*37.30
45~64 years-—-memmmemmmccm e e 41,10 39.30 37.70 40,50 47.20 47.50 44,40
65 years and over~----meereccmmeena— 55.60 53.20 49.70 56,20 63.40 66.60 | *26,10
Under 15 year§==---e-ce-emoccamena- 8.30 8.20 9.80 7.10 8.70 8.60 *9,70
15-24 years-se=cmeemmmce e 11.30 12.20 12,00 12,30 7.70 7.70 *7.30
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Table 4. Average cost per acquisition of prescribed medicine, by condition for which
prescribed and age: United States, 1973
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

sl ||Under | o5 ss | as-6a| yod
Condition for which medicine prescribed ages 25 years | years y:zzs
years over
Average cost per acquisition
All conditiong---=mecemeccac e c e ——am $4.80 $3.80 | $4.60 | $5.40 55.40
Asthma-hay fever—=--ceeccmacammn e ccccaee 4,40 4,30 4,50 | 4.30 4,60
Other respiratory allergies--=--ceccmucnacuuans 4.10 3.50| 4.70} 4.70 *4,20
Thyroid conditions-==eeemc o e 3.30(| *3.50 | 3.20 3.50 *2,60
Diabetes— == =mm o e e 6.00|| *3.40| 5.80( 6.30 6.30
Eye or eir conditions--=c-cmamcmummccnncimnecwa 4,10 4,00 3.90; 4.20 4.60
Heart conditions-e==-eemesmccmmccccmmmncnceenen 5.50(| #*5.80 | 4,90 6,10 5.20
High blood pressures---=e--mccmocamccccmaccaanan 6.00|| *4.,20| 5.70| 6.30 5.80
Other disorders of circulatory system--—-—c-=--- 6.,50(| *2.90| 5.40|{ 6.60 6.90
Anemia and other blood conditions---e~ececemcne-- 5,70 *#3.,90| 5.70| 5.90 6.20
Peptic ulcers—=-==—cmmm o m e e 4,30 #2.60| 4.50| 4.80 *3,70
Other digestive system conditions--------===-xx 4.50 3.40 | 4.60) 5.20 4,40
Sinusitis and bronchitige----c-cao o an- 4.10 3.70 | 4.10| 4.20 5.00
Conditions of the respiratory systemle-eeeeeaa- 3.80 3.50{ 4.00| 4.40 4,00
Other respiratory conditions---=---cac-cmac—cn- 4,60 3.90| 4.50| 5.40 5.20
Kidney conditiong-=-==eeemremm e ce e 6.20 7.00| 6.20| 6.60 4.80
Other genitourinary conditionsese-ereserrec-ea- 5.20 4,50 5.301 5.50 5.50
Skin conditions==--cmecm—ocmmomcacm e cmeaee 4.60 4,50 4.80| 4.90 4.20
Arthritis and other disorders of bones
and joints-==eemcmmmccmc e —— e 6.00|| *3,20] 6.00| 5.80 6.40
Injuries=m=m=mcc— e e 4,50 3.80( 4,70 5.20 4,90
Conditions of pregnancy------meecmecmcomcocnon— 4,70 4,70 4.70 . ces
Mental and nervous conditionse----mc-eccmmeoaa- 5.40 4.80( 5.50| 5.60 5.20
Weight problems==c-s=omememm e e e e 5.60|| *4.30| 5.90| *5.60 #8,70
Condition not reported:
Pain---=--cmocc e 4.70 3.70} 4,20 5.30 5.40
Vitaming=-=-mme—cmaccmcmcmccc e e e e 4,10 3.30| *5,20| *4,80 5.00
Sedatives, tranquilizers, or stimulants------ 4.30(] *2,30| 4.80( 4.50 4,50
All other conditions--cececmmccmccmmcn e can———— 4,40 3.30| 4.20] 5.40 5.50

1includes common cold, sore throat, tonsillitis, influenza, grippe, coughs, and strep
throat.
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Table 5. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distribution by source of payment; percent of acquisitions with
§g7§ut-of-pocket expenditure, number per person per year, and average cost per purchase, according to sex and age: United States,

[Date m1e bused on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in ap-
pendix I Definitions of terms are given in anpendix 11]
Source of payment
Percent of
Number of ALl or partly paid for by other source acquisitions Nmn?.ex.:tc_)f Average
Sex and age acquisitions Purchased with no acg szr;gns cost per
in thousands | y famil out-of-pocket P o P rn purchase
yalone 7 gri\iage Public léree Other expenditure pex yea
ealt P rom
insurance | OF&anization  ,ooc05ay,| SOUrce
Percent distribution

Both sexes
All ages----~-~ 1,198,370 74.1 7.9 10.4 3.4 4,2 13.1 5.8 $4.80
Under 17 years-—--~—==- 196,005 72.8 6.6 12,2 4.4 4.0 16.5 3.1 3.60
17-24 yeaxrs-- ~ 119,239 75.4 5.4 7.2 6.1 6.0 16.9 4.1 4.00
25-44 years-- -~ 270,998 73.6 8.9 8.4 4.5 4.6 14.3 5.4 4,60
45-64 yearse=w———wa- - 348,395 73.6 10.6 9.1 2.2 4.4 11.0 8.2 5.40
65 years and over--~- 263,733 15.7 5.1 14.3 2.0 2.9 10.5 13.0 5.40
Under 15 years---=---- 176,294 72.4 6,9 12.6 4.2 3.9 16.5 3.2 3.60
15-24 years——ve-a-==w 138,951 75.4 5.1 7.4 6.2 5.8 16.7 3.7 4.00

Male
All agesew~mome-- 444,343 73.0 8.9 9.6 3.9 4.6 13.7 4.5 4.90Q
Under 17 yearsew=--~-- 98,773 72.5 6.7 11.8 5.1 4.0 16.9 3.0 3.60
17-24 yearseww-- 32,880 72.6 8.2 4.1 7.0 8.0 17.1 2.3 4,30
25~44 years-- 82,926 73.1 10.3 5.5 5.6 5.5 14.9 3.4 4.90
45-64 years=-ew———e 135,672 71.2 10.6 10.4 2.5 5.3 12.7 6.7 3.70
65 years and over-~-- 94,091 76. 7.8 11.7 2.0 2.5 9.6 11.2 5.50
Under 15 yearg—=--=w=w 90,761 72.3 6.9 12.3 4.7 3.8 16.8 3.2 3.60
15-24 yearse-=mwowe- - 40,893 73.1 7.6 4.4 7.3 7.6 17.2 2.2 4.20
Female

All ages——==-—-—-- 754,028 74.8 7.2 10.9 3.2 3.9 12.8 7.1 4.70
Under 17 years---—---- 97,232 73.0 6.5 12.7 3.7 4.0 16,1 3.1 3.70
17-24 years-- 86,359 76.4 4.3 8.3 5.8 5.2 16.8 5.7 3.80
25-44 years-- 188,072 73,9 8.3 9.7 4.0 4.2 14,1 7.3 4.50
45-64 years-c-—-m--—u 212,723 75.2 10.6 8.3 2,0 3.8 9.9 9.5 5.30
65 years and over---- 169,642 75.5 3.7 15.8 2.0 3.1 i1.0 14,3 5.30
Under 15 years--==--- 85,533 72.6 7.0 12.8 3.5 4.0 16.2 3.1 3.60
15-24 yearse=wwmmee—a 98,058 76.3 4.1 8.7 5.7 5.1 16.5 5.1 3.90
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Table 6.
no out-of-pocket
United States, 1973

expenditure, number per person per

Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distribution by source of payment; percent of acquisitions with
year, and average cost per purchase, according to family income and age:

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, gencral qualifications, wd inforntation on the reliability of the estimates tre given i ap-

pendix I, Definitions of terms are given in appendis M}

Source of payment

Percent of

Family income Numyeitgf All or partly paid for by other source acqu?zgc;ons aE:ﬂ?gitggns Aveiage
and age icquxs onsS | purchased WL 0 per person | S9SC pexr
n thousands by famil out~of-pocket or vea purchase
4 Y1 private Free expenditure per year
alone health Public From Other
insurance organization physician source
A1) incomes' Percent distribution
All agese-cr-rs 1,198,370 4.1 7.9 10,4 3.4 4,2 13.1 5.8 $4.80
Under 17 years-~w=~-w- 196,005 72.8 6.6 12,2 4.4 5.0 16.5 3.1 3.60
17-24 yearg--c-cowoen 119,239 75.4 5.4 7.2 6.1 6.0 16.9 4.1 4.00
25-44 years=------ - 270,998 73.6 8.9 8.4 4.5 4.6 14.3 S.4 4.60
45-64 years-«-wece-onm 348,395 73.6 10.6 9.1 2.2 4.4 11.0 8.2 5.40
65 years and over=--~ 263,733 75.7 5.1 14.3 2.0 2,9 10.5 13.0 5.40
Under 15 years-~----- 176,294 72.4 6,9 12,6 4,2 3.9 16.5 3,2 3.60
15-24 yearsmescevroww 138,951 75.4 5.1 7.4 6.2 5.8 16.7 3.7 4.00
Less than $3,000
All ages-~-----= - 155,649 59.5 1.5 30,0 3.9 5.0 25.5 9.5 4,80
Under 17 years------- 11,193 49,0 *0,3 40,4 *8.0 %*2.2 34,2 3.3 3.20
17-24 years---- - 15,463 57.0 *3.8 16.3 9.9 13,0 31.8 4.8 3.80
25~44 yearse~smeemmre= 13,820 43.5 #0,6 41.9 *7,0 *7,0 41,0 7.4 4,40
45-64 years-ecermoao- 38,319 55.2 3.7 32.8 *2,5 5.9 28.3 13.3 5.20
65 years and over-~-~ 76,855 66.6 *0,3 27,7 2.3 3.1 18.7 15.4 5.00
Under 15 years--w~we- 9,649 50.0 *0.,4 42.0 *5.5 #2.1 32.3 3.3 2.90
15-24 years------ - 17,007 55.8 *3.5 17.5 11.1 12,1 33.1 4.6 3.80
$3,000-84,999
All ages--ew~eo-- 145,163 69.9 2.7 19.6 3.1 4.8 19.5 7.8 5.20
Under 17 years-----=- 13,922 36.6 *0,3 52,8 *4 4 #5.9 45.9 2.8 3.80
17-24 yearse--- ~~ 12,436 66.1 *5.,4 15.7 *6,6 *6.1 24,7 4.7 4,10
25-44 years~-- -- 19,286 55.0 *1.8 31.4 *4,1 7.8 33.3 7.0 5.00
45-64 yearg---eecenoo 39,849 73.8 3.3 16.7 1,9 4.3 16,1 11.5 5.50
65 years and over---- 59,671 80.5 2.5 10,8 2.6 3.6 10.2 12.7 5.40
Under 15 years----- - 12,723 37.6 %0.3 52,1 4,1 *5.9 45,1 2.9 3,80
15-24 years----~----- 13,634 62,6 *5.0 19,6 *6,7 *6.2 27.4 4.2 4,10
$5,000-%6,999
All ages=-======~= 135,755 76.6 6.8 9.9 3.1 3.6 12.0 6.3 4,90
Under 17 years------ - 17,037 66.9 4,5 22.2 *4, L *2.3 24,5 2.6 3.70
17-24 yearse-reesmw-w 15,272 76.3 4.0 8.9 *7.0 *3.9 19.9 4.3 3.40
25-44 years-c-ewre—-o 24,020 69,8 6.3 12.5 *5,1 6.3 18.2 5.6 4.70
45-64 yearse-eeer-oe= 38,135 8l.6 7.1 6.0 *2,2 %3.2 7.4 9.2 5.10
65 years and over---- 41,291 79.9 8.8 7.5 *1,0 *2.8 4.7 13.6 5.60
Under 15 years--=«~-- 15,744 66.6 4,6 21.9 *4,4 %2,5 25.7 2.7 3.70
15-24 years~~-------- 16,564 75.8 *3,9 10,2 *6 .4 *3,6 19,1 3.9 3.50
$7,000-89,999
All agesre=oco~-- 165,159 79.6 8.3 5.1 2.9 4.2 8.8 5.5 4.60
Under 17 years-«me=am~ 29,552 84,1 3.1 5.2 %*3.6 %*3.9 10.7 3.0 3.60
17-24 yearg=ew~a= - 18,094 81.3 4,6 *3.5 *5.9 *4.7 14.6 4.0 3.80
25-44 years-~--==---c 40,458 80.7 7.1 4.4 4.3 3.5 9.0 5.2 4,40
45-64 yearsece—cteume 51,596 76.3 11.5 5.8 *1.3 5.1 7.5 8.8 5.50
65 years and over=«~- 25,458 77.9 12.0 5.5 *1,1 3.4 5.0 12.3 5.10
Under 15 years-e----- 27,339 83.8 *3.4 5.5 %3,3 *4,0 10.6 3.1 3.50
15-24 years--~vemw-=== 20,307 82.0 4,1 *3.3 *6,1 * 4 14.3 3.7 4.00
$10,000+$14,999
All agege=e=e===- 254,513 76.8 9.8 5.0 4,1 4,3 10.9 5.0 4,50
Under 17 years-w--= -- 53,053 77.7 8.3 4.9 4.9 4.2 12.7 3.0 3.50
17-24 years-emmowe-on 27,500 80.5 6.1 *3.8 4,6 5.1 11.0 4.3 3.90
25-44 years---sc-m-m= 79,993 76.3 10.8 4.3 4,5 4.1 11.7 5.3 4,50
45-64 yearse--ecc--cn 71,747 75.0 12,3 4.6 3.1 5.0 9.4 7.3 5.30
65 years and over---- 22,219 77.6 7.1 10.3 %2.9 #2.1 8.7 11.9 5.40
Under 15 years-werees 49,338 77.5 8.5 5.3 4,9 3.8 12,7 3,1 3.50
15-24 yearg---memmcn-= 31,215 80,6 5.9 *3,3 4,7 5.5 11,3 3.7 4.00



Table 6. WNumber of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distribution by source of payment; percent of ac uisitions with
no out-ofw-pocket expenditure, number per person per year, and average cost per purchase, according to <family gncome and sge:
United States, 1973~Con.
{Datawex based n household interviews of the civilian noninstitmiionafized population. The survey desig, generaf quafifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in ap-

pendix L. Definitions of terms arc given in appendix U}

Source of payment {
Percent: of Number of
Femily income agq\;ﬂ?:itg‘fms ) 4All or partly paid for by other souxce acq:i.z}iltégns acquisitions 2\:’:?%::
and age in thousands gurfami;d out-of-pocket | PST PETSON | Loiipise
4 Y1 Private < Free expenditure per year
alone health Public from Other
insurance | organization physician| SOUrce
$15,000 or more Percent distribution
All ages~r——mmmmn 271,853 76.7 13.2 2.8 3.6 3.9 8.2 5.1 $4,80
Under 17 years-swmmma 57,717 77.0 11.1 2.9 4.3 4.7 8.7 3.4 3.70
17-24 years—=o-- - 24,717 81.3 7.3 *1.6 5.8 *4,7 9.3 3.6 4.40
25-44 yearsemm—mmmmew 83,809 77.2 12,1 2.6 4,3 3.8 9.5 5.5 4.80
45-64 Years--amwcmmmw 85,515 73.8 17.3 2.7 2.3 3.8 6.1 6.7 5.50
65 years and over~ww~ 20,094 79.6 11.6 *5,2 *1.5 #*2,0 *5.6 11.5 5.80
Under 15 yearsewwmemm~ 49,566 76.3 11,8 3.3 4.1 4.5 9.5 3.5 3.70
15-24 years-remmamman 32,868 81.3 7.1 #1.3 5.8 4.5 9.6 3.4 4.30

1 .
Includes unknown income.
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Table 7. Number of acquisitions ot prescribed medicine and percent distribution by source of payment; percent of acquisitions with
no_out-of-pocket expenditure, number per person per year, and average cost per purchase, according to color and age: United States,

1973

[Data are based on houschold mtervicws of the civihan nonmstitutionalized population. The survey design, generl qualifications, and nformation on the reliability of the estimates me given in ap-
pendix L Defimuons of terms are given in appendix 11|

Source of payment

Percent of

P Number of
Number of All or partly pald tor by other source acquisitions iy
Color and age acquisitions with no ncg;is:ﬁ;ons
in thousands out-of~pocket P erp eagn
Prizate Public zree expenditure P ¥y
health s rom
insurance organization physician
Total Percent distribution
All apes-=--cuun 1,198,370 7.9 10.4 3.4 13.1 5.8
Under 17 years—w-=w-=- 196,005 6.6 12.2 4.4 16.5 3.1
17-24 years~—~=w-e- - 119,239 5.4 7.2 6.1 16.9 4.1
25-44 yeaxrs-~ - 270,998 8.9 8.4 4.5 14,3 5.4
45-64 years-—--weo- -- 348,395 10.6 9.1 2.2 11.0 8.2
65 years and over=---- 263,733 5.1 14.3 2,0 10.5 13.0
Under 15 yearg-=-wce-- 176,294 6.9 12.6 4,2 16,5 3.2
15-24 years--mmweweanc 138,951 5.1 7.4 6.2 16.7 3.7
White
All ages---muovoen 1,078,310 8.2 8.3 3.2 il.4 6.0
Under 17 years-=-===--- 175,799 6.7 9.4 4.4 14.3 3.3
17-24 years---- -- 108,048 5.6 5.7 5.6 14.9 4.3
25-44 years-- - 240,436 9.4 6.1 4.1 12.4 5.5
45~64 years-~w-==- - 313,217 11.2 7.1 2.2 9.6 8.2
65 years and over----- 240,809 5.6 12.4 1.8 2.1 13.0
Under 15 yearss-ren=-- 157,716 7.0 9.7 4,2 14.3 3.4
15-24 years--------v-- 126,131 5.3 5.8 5.8 14.7 3.9
All other
All ages-—---rouen 120,060 4.4 29.4 5.0 28.4 4.6
Under 17 years~—------ 20,206 *6.0 36.8 4,1 35.4 2.0
17-24 years---- -- 11,191 *3.5 21.7 *10.5 36.2 2.8
25-44 years---- -- 30,562 4.9 26.0 7.8 29.8 5.1
45-64 yearswm-~---u - 35,178 5.8 26, *2.,6 23.2 8.4
65 years and over----- 22,923 0.6 35.1 *3.3 24,7 12.8
Under 15 years--s=-ww- 18,578 6.1 36.8 *4,2 35.0 2.1
15-24 years—=-w--ua-eee 12,819 *3.8 23.6 *9.5 36.7 2.5
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Table 8. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distribution by source of payment; percent of acquisitions with
no out-of-pocket expenditure, number per person per year, and average cost per purchase, according to education of head of family
and age: United States, 1973

{Data wre based o hewsehold inteniews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The suney design, general qualifications, wnd information on the reliabikty of the estimates are given in ap-
pendix 1. Definitions of terms are ¢iven n appendix If]

Source of payment
ber of 11 1 d for by oth coeiohs | Number of
5 Number o All or partly paid for by other source acquisitions 3 Average
Education of head S acquisitions
of family and age gcqv&szt:mns Furchased with no per person | SOSt per
in thousands { " co g out-of-pocket or vear purchase
yalone Y| Private Public Free other expenditure per y
health reanizati from sot
insurance | %8 OR| physician| SOUrce
All gggﬁ;ts:ional Percent distribution
All ages-====== 1,198,370 74.1 7.9 10.4 3.4 4.2 13.1 5.8 $4.80
Undexr 17 yearsme==e== 196,005 72.8 6.6 12.2 4.4 4.0 16.5 3.1 3.60
17-24 years=--- 119,239 75.4 5.4 7.2 6.1 6.0 16.9 4.1 4.00
25-44 years- 270,998 73.6 8.9 8.4 4.5 4.6 14.3 5.4 4,60
4564 yearsm=—=- 348,395 73.6 10.6 9.1 2.2 7N 11.0 8.2 5.40
65 years and over- 263,733 75.7 5.1 14.3 2.0 2.9 10.5 13.0 5.40
Under 15 years==-—--- 176,294 72,4 6.9 12.6 4.2 3.9 16.5 3.2 3.60
15-24 years-=—==m=an= 138,951" 75.4 5.1 7.4 6.2 5.8 16.7 3.7 4.00
Less than 9 years
All ages========= 325,675 71.7 4.1 17.2 2.5 4.5 15.1 7.4 5.10
Under 17 years-=------ 24,886 58.1 *2.4 30.6 *3.9 *5.0 25.5 2.2 4,00
17-24 years~--- - 11,003 74.5 %*2.6 *11.1 *6.8 *5.0 18.8 2.6 4.40
25-44 years~ - 39,399 71.4 4.5 15.8 3.4 5.0 17.0 5.9 4.80
45-64 years~ - 111,612 7L.4 6.1 14.9 1.9 5.6 4.5 9.5 5,30
65 years and over---- 138,775 74.4 2.7 17.4 2.2 3.3 12.9 14.0 5.20
Under 15 years 21,052 56.5 *2.4 32.4 *4.3 *4.4 27.7 2.2 3.80
15-24 years---- 14,836 72.5 *2.5 13.6 *5.6 *5.8 17.3 2.5 4.50
9-12 years
All ageSme=-m=m=n= 553,073 73.5 9.0 10.0 3.7 3.9 13.5 5.4 4.70
Under 17 years------- 102,457 71.9 6.6 12.9 4.4 4.3 17.9 3.0 3.70
17-24 years—~~- 65,279 73.6 6.3 8.7 5.8 5.6 17.3 4.1 3.80
25-44 years- 135,288 72.5 8.8 9.7 4.8 4.2 15.2 5.3 4.50
45-64 years- 165,974 73.6 12.6 7.7 2.5 3.7 10.4 8.0 5.40
65 years and ove 84,075 76.7 7.0 12.4 1.9 2,0 8.5 12.4 5.30
Under 15 years- - 93,267 71.2 7.1 13.2 4.1 4.4 17.9 3.1 3.70
15-24 yearse=~-- - 74,469 74.2 5.7 8.8 5.9 5.4 17.4 3.7 3.90
13 years or more
All agesmemmmeen= 306,573 77.7 10.1 3.9 3.8 4.5 10.3 5.4 4.70
Under 17 years=--=w-- 65,646 79.8 8.6 4.1 4.1 3.4 10.4 3.8 3.50
17«24 years---- - 42,036 78.9 4.8 3.1 6.6 6.6 15.4 4.8 4,00
25-44 years--- - 95,666 76.0 10.9 3.6 4.6 5.0 12.1 5.4 4.70
4564 years=w-~= - 66,667 76.5 13.9 3.3 2.1 4.2 6.9 7.0 5.80
65 vears and over---- 36,558 79.7 10.0 6.3 *0.9 *3.1 5.4 11.4 6.20
Under 15 years- 59,793 79.6 8,6 4.5 4.1 3.1 10.5 3.9 3.50
15-24 years---- 47,889 79.2 5.2 2.7 6.3 6.5 14.6 4.4 4,00

'Tncludes unknown education.
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Table 9. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distribution by source of payment; percent of acqui-

sitions with no out-of-pocket expenditure, number per person per year,
chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1973

and average cost per purchase,

according to

{Data are based on household interviews ol the avilian nomnstitutionaliced population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given m appendix I Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

Source of payment

Percent of

Pl Number of
. - o . Number of acquisitions s s Average
Chronic activity limitation s s - acquisitions
acquisitions with no cost per
status and age in thousands Purcg;sed A;iigrfgirgi;y out-of-;_)ocket P;er;gzzn purchase
family alone| other source expenditure
All limitation statuses Percent distribution
All ages-===-c-mmeemmcmen s 1,198,370 74.1 25.9 13.1 5.8 $4.80
Under 17 years----=-m-ccccmcaamaann 196,005 72.8 27.2 16.5 3.1 3.60
17-24 years~-—smec-omcmmnaan- - 119,239 75.4 24.6 16.9 4.1 4,00
25-44 years-—---s--c-cmcommemno ———— 270,998 73.6 26.4 14.3 5.4 4.60
45-64 years-=-- - 348,395 73.6 26.4 11.0 8.2 5.40
65 years and over-----=------ ——— 263,733 75.7 24.3 10.5 13.0 5.40
Under 15 years------—---—----c-o--o 176,294 72.4 27.6 16.5 3.2 3.60
15-24 years--------cmcmeccccmmaaean 138,951 75.4 24.6 16.7 3.7 4.00
With no limitation of activity

All ages—=-—cmommemmemem e 734,370 77.6 22.4 12.0 4.1 4.50
Under 17 years- 179,060 73.4 26.6 16.0 2.9 3.60
17-24 years---- 103,720 76.5 23.5 16.0 3.8 3.80
25«44 years---- 204,993 77.0 23.0 12.5 4.5 4.50
45-64 yearg-mmmmmammmcmo——man 164,224 81.3 18.7 6.7 5.0 5.20
65 years and over---—--——-—c—--ccee- 82,373 82.2 17.8 7.5 7.3 5.50
Under 15 years--w---cecwemouo—nnnman 161,611 73.1 26.9 15.9 3.0 3.50
15~24 yearse~me-mmemmcomcceccacamaan 121,170 76.4 23.6 16.0 3.5 3.90

With limitation but not in
major activity!

All ages~~-=mmmmemmcmamccmamean 70,355 71.9 28.1 12.0 10.3 5.10
Under 17 years 5,328 69.8 30.2 *18.4 5.6 4.20
17-24 years—--- 6,299 69.3 30.7 19.8 7.2 4.10
25-44 years---- 15,148 72.8 27.2 16.0 9.6 5.40
45-64 years--—-=cm-scmmmemm——— 26,333 71.3 28.7 8.1 12.6 5.50
65 years and over: 17,247 73.7 26.3 9.5 13.3 5.00
Under 15 years 4,413 67.3 32.7 %20.3 5.9 4,30
15-24 years-em=cmecccmcamcmamcaaaan 7,214 70.9 29.1 18.5 6.6 4.10

With limitation in amount or

kind of major activity!

All ages-=-==cscm-cemea e 243,374 71.1 28.9 13.7 16.7 5.50
Under 17 years~e-=m-==-u-- ———- 10,065 64,3 35.7 22.7 9.7 4.30
17-24 years-- - 7,001 66.0 34.0 26.7 8.1 5.50
25-44 years-e---c=m-o--ooon ———- 37,765 64.8 35.2 17.3 14.3 5.40
45-64 years-~~--me-m—moma- -—— 102,826 70.2 29.8 |. 12.5 18.4 5.70
65 years and over--------me-oocaon- 85,717 76.1 23.9 11.4 19.5 5.30
Under 15 years-==-------omoccacan-- 8,971 63.5 36.5 23.7 10.1 4.30
15-24 years-—=c--—eemomccmcmccooo 8,095 66.6 33.4 25.1 8.0 5.30

Unable to carry on
major activity'

All ages=--=~m-meomccmmcnaeaaaa 150,271 63.1 36.9 18.4 23.5 5.30
Under 17 years--=--=e-rmecmaccmccmaa 1,552 *66.9 *33.1 %27.5 10.3 3.10
17-24 years 2,218 71.1 *28.9 *18.7 12.6 5.50
25-44 years 13,092 47.4 52.6 33.0 22.1 4.10
45-64 years 55,012 58.3 41.7 22.4 24.7 5.60
65 years and over--=---ce-ooco-oeoo 78,396 68.8 31.1 12.9 24.1 5.40
Under 15 years------=m-co~cmeoeo——o 1,300 %66.9 *33.1 *#26.5 9.6 3.10
15~24 yeargem==mmme—emmecame——————— 2,471 70.7 %29.3 %20.2 12.9 5.40

'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 10. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distributionby source of payrent; pexcent of acquisitions with
no out-of-pocket expenditure, number per person per year, and average cost per purchase, iccording to residence and age: United
States, 1973

[Data are based un household intersiews of the civilian neninstitutional 7¢.1 spulatier: The surnvey desian, ¢ ol ualifications, oad intorsation on the reliadbility of the estimates are given m ap-
pr vy L Defmitions of terms are gise a in appondi 11]

Source of payment
Percent of
. . s Number of
Residence agﬁggzt?ﬁns All or partly paid for by other source acqsi:lz";t;gns acquisitions 2\;:;31532.:
and age in thousands Purchased out-of -pocket: per persomn purchase
by family| prjyate Free expenditure per year
alone healeh Public from Other Xp
insurance| Organization physician| SOUFee
ALL RESIDENCES Percent distribution
All ages——-c==- 1,198,370 74.1 7.9 10.4 3.4 4.2 13.1 5.8 $4,80
Under 17 years=------ 196,005 72.8 6.6 12.2 4.4 4.0 16.5 3.1 3.60
17-24 years--- - 119,239 75.4 5.4 7.2 6.1 6.0 16.9 4,1 4.00
25-44 years-~ - 270,998 73.6 8.9 8.4 4.5 4.6 14.3 5.4 4.60
45-64 yearseama-= - 348,395 73.6 10.6 9.1 2.2 4.4 11.0 8.2 5.40
65 years and over--e==- 263,733 75.7 5.1 14.3 2.0 2.9 10.5 13.0 5.40
Under 15 years-=---== 176,294 72.4 6.9 12.6 4.2 3.9 16.5 3.2 3.60
15-24 years—=-cewe-w- 138,951 75.4 5.1 7.4 6.2 5.8 16.7 3.7 4.00
SMSA
All ages—=-==-w==-w 808,929 72.1 9.3 10.0 3.9 4.6 14.7 5.7 4,80
Under 17 years==me==- 135,819 70.9 7.7 12.9 [ 4.1 17.8 3.1 3.60
17-24 years--- - 88,301 73.8 5.9 6.9 6.9 6.5 18. 4,3 4.00
25-44 years~- - 193,708 71.4 9.9 8.7 5.1 4.9 16.2 5.5 4,70
45-64 years—---=- - 232,580 70.7 13.1 8.9 2.4 4.9 12.4 7.9 5.50
65 years and over---- 158,520 75.0 6.5 12.6 2.5 3.4 11.6 12.2 5.50
Under 15 years------- 121,201 70.5 8.1 13.3 4.1 4,0 18.0 3.2 3.60
15-24 yearS§========cw 102,919 73,8 5.8 7.3 6.8 6.3 17.8 3.9 4.00
Central city
All ages--===cewx 368,043 69.2 8.0 13.9 3.7 5.2 17.6 5.9 4.90
Under 17 yearse-e---- 58,166 © 63.6 8.9 18.2 4.3 4.9 22,0 3.2 3.70
17-24 years--- - 41,131 74.1 4,1 6.8 7.5 7.5 18.5 4.4 3.80
25-44 years-~ - 83,033 66.9 8.5 13.2 5.3 6.1 20,5 5.5 4.90
45-64 years==—==-e=e- 106,359 68.8 10.7 13.6 1.9 5.0 15.3 8.2 5.40
65 years and over---~- 79,354 73.7 5.1 15.3 2.2 3.6 14,1 12.2 .50
Under 15 years------- 52,147 62.3 9.8 18.2 4.7 4.9 22.5 3.2 3.70
15-24 years~=—==== -— 47,150 74.2 3.8 8.2 6.7 7.1 18.4 4.1 3.80
Not Central city
All ages-—=-w=cee 440,886 74.5 10.5 6.9 4.0 4.2 12.2 5.5 4.80
Under 17 years------= 77,653 76.3 6.8 9.0 4.5 3.5 14.7 3.1 3.60
17-24 years--- - 47,171 73.6 7.5 7.0 6.4 5.6 17.5 4.2 4,10
25-44 years~- - 110,675 74.8 10.9 5.3 4.9 4.0 12.9 5.4 4,50
45-64 years—e-—-- - 126,220 72,3 15.0 5.0 2.9 4.9 9.9 7.7 5.60
65 years and over~=--=- 75,166 76.2 8.0 9.9 2.7 3.1 9.1 12.2 5.50
Under 15 yearse===-~==- 69,054 76.7 6.8 9.6 3.7 3.2 14.5 3.2 3.50
15~24 years==mme~m=-== 55,769 73.5 7.4 6.5 7.0 5.6 17.4 3.8 4.10
OUTSIDE SMSA
All ages-~wmmam=~= 389,441 78.4 4.8 11.2 2.4 3.3 9.9 6.1 4.70
Under 17 years=~ew===« 60,186 77.0 4,2 10.6 4.4 3.8 13.4 2.9 3.60
17-24 years—---- 30,938 79.7 3.8 8.1 *3.9 4.6 13.7 3.6 3.90
25-44 years--- 77,289 79.2 6.5 7.6 2.9 3.8 9.8 5.3 4.60
45-64 years—-—-=- - 115,815 79.6 5.8 9.5 1.8 3.3 8.2 8.8 5.30
65 years and over==~-=- 105,212 76.7 3.0 16.9 *1,2 2,1 8.8 14.5 5.20
Under 15 years—------ 55,093 76.7 4.5 10.9 4.2 3.7 13.4 3.1 3.60
15~24 years~e=m=om=== 36,032 79.9 *3.4 7.9 4.3 4.6 13.6 3.2 4,00
Nonfarm
All ages-mm==m——= 351,548 77.3 4.9 11.9 2.5 3.4 10.6 6.2 4,70
Jnder 17 years 55,735 76.0 4,4 11.3 4.4 3.9 13.8 3.1 3.70
17-24 yearse--- 28,133 78.0 *4,2 8.9 *4,1 4.8 14.9 3.6 3.90
25-44 year§-mmmecmeaa 70,479 78.7 6.2 8.1 3.0 3.9 10.3 5.3 4,50
45-64 yearg----- ————— 102,157 78.1 6.3 10.4 1.8 3.4 9.1 9.2 5.30
65 years and over---- 95,044 76.0 3.1 17.4 *1.3 2.2 9.3 14.9 5.20
Under 15 yearg----=-- 51,103 75.6 4.7 11.7 4,1 3.8 13.8 3.2 3.60
15=24 years~=e~iemmmm-= 32,765 78.3 *3.6 8.6 4.6 4.9 14.8 3.3 4,00
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Table 10.
States, 1973—Con,

Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distributionby source of payment; percent of acquisitions with
no out-of-pocket expenditure, number per person per year,

and average cost per purchase, according to residence and age: United

[Data arc based on household mterviews of the avilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey disim, ger zral qualifications, and information on the relisbility of the estimates
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

Source of payment

Percent of

: Number of
All or partly paid for by other source acquisitions . Average

Residence aNumge; of Purchased with no acquisitions | o ¢ 0o,
and age acquisitions | Purchase out-of-pocket | PEX Person purchase

in thousands { by family Pri 5 per year

ivate . Free expenditure
alone health Public from Other
insurance | Organization physician | SOUxce
QUTSIDE SMSA—Con. Percent distribution
Farm

All ages---~----- 37,894 88.3 *#3.2 4,8 *1.6 *2.2 3.8 32 $4.90
Under 17 years 4,451 90.3 *2.0 *0.9 *4.3 *2,4 *7.7 2. 3.30
17-24 years=~-- 2,806 96.9 B Fo *1.4 *1.7 *1.4 3.5 4.00
2544 years-- 6,810 83.8 *8.8 *2.6 *2.8 *2.0 “bo7 4.8 5.10
45-64 years--—wmmanes 13,658 91.4 *2.1 *2.7 *1.3 *2,5 *2.2 6.6 5.40
65 years and over---- 10,168 83.9 *2.2 *12.2 Fa *1,8 *h.b 11.7 5,30
Under 15 years-===-=-- 3,990 90.3 *1.1 *1.0 *4,8 *2.7 *8,6 2.2 3.30
15-24 years-wov-ecsnme- 3,267 95,9 *1.4 He *1.2 *1.4 *1.2 2.7 3.80
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Table 11.

Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distr

no out-of-pocket expenditure, number per person per year, and average cost per purchase,

United States, 1973

ibution by source of payment; percent of acquisitions with

according to geographic region and age:

[Data are based an houschold interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The sunev design, weneral qualilications, and inlormation on the relivbility of the estimates are given m ap-

pends L Definitions of terms are given in appendis 11}

Source of payment
Percent of
Geographlc region aNamﬂ;:;ﬁ;f . All or partly paid for by other source acq::f.lsﬂiitt:'..‘ons aggg:g;tggns i\vséage
cquisition i ] ost per
and age in thousands Purchased ocut-of-pocket PEr Person | purchase
by family o £ per year
alone Private Public Free Other expcnditure
i::i}:grr: .o | Organization phigggian source
United States Percent distribution
All ages-=ce=== 1,198,370 74,1 7.9 10.4 3.4 4.2 13.1 5.8 $4.80
Under 17 years-w-m-=-— 196,005 72.8 6.6 12,2 4.4 4.0 16.5 3.1 3.60
17-24 years--- - 119,239 75.4 5.4 7.2 6.1 6.0 16.9 4,1 4,00
25-44 years~- - 270,998 73.6 8.9 8.4 4.5 4.6 14.3 5.4 4.60
45-64 years=----- - 348,395 73.6 10.6 9.1 2.2 [ 11.0 8,2 5.40
65 years and over---- 263,733 75.7 5.1 4.3 2.0 2.9 10.5 13.0 5.40
Under 15 years-- - 176,294 72.4 6.9 12.6 4,2 3.9 16.5 3.2 3.60
15-24 yearse=- - 138,951 75.4 5.1 7.4 6.2 5.8 16.7 3.7 4.00
Northeast
All ages-=—-w—w=-~ 257,516 71.5 7.3 12.2 4.4 4.7 16.1 5.3 4.70
Under 17 years 42,483 71.1 5.1 4.7 4.2 5.1 18.3 2.9 3.50
17-24 years—-- 24,292 72.2 %*2.9 8.2 8.0 8.7 21.9 3.7 4,00
25-44 years--~ 56,285 72.1 6.0 12.6 5.6 3.7 17.6 4.8 4.60
45-64 years====-== 73,668 69.0 11.7 10.8 3.1 5.4 14,0 6.9 5.30
65 years and over---~ 60,787 73.9 6.3 13.3 3.6 2.9 13.1 11.8 5.00
Under 15 years==----- 37,115 71.0 5.4 15.1 3.9 4,6 18.3 2.9 3.50
15-24 yearg----wemme= 29,661 72.0 *3.0 8.8 7.6 8.6 21.3 3.5 3.90
North Central
All ages-veowmnn= 335,211 74.8 10.4 8.1 2.7 4.0 10.4 6.0 4,70
Under 17 years 54,023 70.8 9.3 11.6 3.8 4.5 15.2 3.1 3.50
17~24 years—-- 33,646 74,1 8.4 5.8 5.4 6.3 16.6 4.2 3.80
25-44 years--- 73,764 75.1 11.3 5.4 3.7 4.5 10.8 5.6 4.50
45-64 yearg-=we-= 95,951 73.2 14.6 6.6 1.5 4.1 8.3 8.3 5.30
65 years and over~--- 77,827 79.8 5.8 11.1 #1.2 2.1 6.7 13.6 5.30
Under 15 years 49,230 70.7 9.5 11.7 3.9 4.3 15.3 3.2 3.50
15-24 years----- 38,440 73.8 8.3 6.4 5.2 6.3 16.4 3.7 3.80
South
All ages~m-=mwm== 424,878 77.1 5.0 10.9 3.3 3.7 11.8 6.5 4,60
Under 17 years—-—ww=mo= 69,946 78.0 3.7 10.2 4.8 3.3 15.1 3.4 3.70
17-24 years==--- - 41,603 79.1 4.2 7.2 4.7 4.8 13.5 4.5 4.00
2544 years- - 96,132 76.1 6.9 8.2 4.4 4.3 13.2 6.1 4.50
45-64 years~ee=-- - 125,183 78.4 6.0 9.8 2.4 3.4 9.6 9.6 5.10
65 years and over---- 92,015 75.0 2.9 17.5 1.4 3.2 10.2 14.8 5.20
Under 15 years------- 63,564 77.3 3.9 11.1 4.3 3.4 15.4 3.5 3.60
15-24 years--=-wwce=- 47,985 79.8 3.9 6.5 5.4 4.4 13.4 4.0 4.10
West
All ages-==-w=wn= 180,765 69.5 10.7 10.9 3.7 5.1 16.9 5.1 ! 5.50
Under 17 yearsee==-=- 29,553 66.5 10.8 14.5 4.8 *3,5 19.3 2.7 ‘ 3.90
17-24 years----- - 19,698 73.6 *5.7 8.3 8.0 *4.5 18.0 3.9, 4.00
25-44 years- - 44,817 67.9 13.0 8.2 4.5 6.4 18.4 4.9 5.20
45-64 years——ce—=- - 53,593 69.8 12.8 9.7 *1.9 5.9 14.8 7.5 | 6.50
65 years and over---- 33,103 71.3 7.5 15.1 2.2 4.0 15.4 10.4 6.70
Under 15 years 26,386 65.9 11.7 14.4 b7 *3.3 19.1 2.7 3.90
15-24 years-e=w==- 22,865 73.2 *5.3 9.3 7.6 ¥4, 6 18.4 3.5 4,00
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Table 12. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicine and percent distributionby condition for which prescribed, according
to age: United States, 1973
[Data arc based on houschold interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and informatjon on the reliability of the estimates are given
1n appendix L Definitions of terms are given in appendix II}

Condition for which All Upder | 25-44 | 45-64 yggrs a1l || V82T | 25-44| 45-64 ygirs
medicine prescribed ages gears years years 0323 ages years years | years 0325
Number in thousands Percent distribution
All conditions~s-m-mmoacomemaa 1,198,370(} 315,245| 270,998 348,395| 263,733 100.0!|100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0
Asthma-hay fever-e---c--co-ceocmmcooa- 21,542 8,503 4,101 5,667 3,271 1.8 2.7 1.5 1.6 1.2
Other respiratory allergies-~--=e-—c--o- 26,327{| 12,270 6,724 5,809 1,523 2.2 3.9 2.5 1.7 0.6
Thyroid conditiong=---w=e=mmmcamaaaamaoan 18,551 1,307 5,853 8,756 2,635 1.5 0.4 2.2 2.5 1.0
Diabetese=—-~momm e 33,327 2,258 3,756 15,296| 12,017 2.8 0.7 1.4 4.4 4.6
Eye or ear conditions 47,154|| 22,397 7,660 8,201 8,895 3.9 7.1 2.8 2.4 3.4
Heart conditiong---=---=-cecuee 64,663 *451 4,155| 27,331| 32,726 5.4(1 *0.1 1.5 7.8 12.4
High blood pressure 81,783 *577 8,496 38,020| 34,630 6.8|| *0.2 3.1] 10.9 13,2
Other disorders of circulatory system--- 23,025 *989 2,841 6,742 12,454 1.9|| *0.3 1.0 1.9 4.7
Anemia and other blood conditions------- 20,425 3,783 3,785 6,769 6,089 1.7 1.2 1.4 1,9 2.3
Peptic ulcer-=ewemccmeccamcmmmccccaaen 10,537 *761 3,654 3,986 2,136 0.91| *0.2 1.3 1.1 0.8
QOther digestive system conditions------- 54,365 10,474 13,318| 16,588 13,986 4.5 3.3 4.9 4.8 5.3
Sinusitis and bronchitis-~---ce—eamea—en 38,457|| 13,422 11,099} 10,032 3,904 3.2 4.3 4.1 2.9 1.5
Conditions of the respiratory system!--- 154,818{| 90,928] 33,432| 20,744 9,713 12.91| 28.8| 12.3 6.0 3.7
Other respiratory conditions----cececawon 31,967{{ 11,853 5,574 7,521 7,020 2.7 3.8 2.1 2.2 2.7
Kidney conditions-s--==-mmeoccmcmocanaan 16,418 3,708 4,735 4,323 3,653 1.4 1.2 1.7 1.2 1.4
Other genitourinary conditions-semesca~a 43,943 9,595| 13,336 15,566 5,447 3.7 3.0 4.9 4.5 2,1
Skin conditiong--=--=c-ceammaommcocmao 48,891 25,918| 10,928 7,356 4,689 4.1 8.2 4.0 2.1 1.8
Arthritis and disorders of bones
and jolntSeememamcucaamnacc e 45,0971 *1,176 5,373 18,712 19,836 3.8|| *0.4 2.0 5.4 7.5
Injuriesm=mm=cmmmemamaaan o den e 25,945 8,255 8,447 6,618 2,625 2.2 2.6 3.1 1.9 1.0
Conditions of pregnancy--------—==----—-= - 11,476 6,379 5,097 oo .o 1.0 2.0 1.9 vee “es
Mental and nervous conditions~~—w-=m-=a~ 89,516 8,694 26,470 35,741 18,611 7.5 2,8 9.8 10.3 7.1
Weight problemsssescomucmaccuunancaaon 7,945 1,550 3,816 2,242 *337 0.7 0.5 1.4 0.6 *0,1
Conditions not reported:
Paineeecaemce e 53,019 7,909 18,639| 17,558 8,913 4.4 2.5 6.9 5.0 3.4
Vitaming=-mm=mmemommanms e - a e 17,015 8,732 1,602 2,015 4,666 1.4 2.8 0.6 0.6 1.8
Sedatives, tranquilizers, or
stimulants 20,207 1,845 4,117 6,869 7,375 1.7 0.6 1.5 2.0 2.8
All othereeem—cecummmccm e c e 191,957 || 51,512| 53,991} 49,932| 36,522 16.0{} 16.3] 19.9| 14.3 13.8

1Thcludes common cold, sore throat, tonsillitis, influenza, grippe, coughs, and strep throat.
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Table 13. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, color, education of head
of family, family income, and age: United States, 1973

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reli-
ability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11)

Sex Color Education of head of family
Family income and age Total 1 h 9-12 13
: A Less than - years
Male | Female White other 9 years years or more
All incomes! Population in thousands
All agesmm-==—cemaan 205,799}]99,241| 106,558| 179,808| 25,991 43,775 103,338 56,556
Under 17 years--=ee-wceca--a 63,997} 32,599| 31,397 54,010 9,987 11,243 34,630 17,479
17-24 years- - 29,0634} 14,000 15,062 25,063 4,000 4,207 15,872 8,743
25~44 years- ———— 49,9531 24,091 25,862 43,938| 6,015 6,666 25,364 17,577
45-64 yeargemm=asamcacaa=o 42,534|] 20,164 22,370| 38,333 4,201 11,781 20,675 9,548
65 years and overme=--ae-- 20,253|| 8,386| 11,867 18,464 1,789 9,878 6,797 3,208
Under 15 years-em-c-aacw-o 55,712|| 28,392 27,321} 46,929| 8,783 9,424 30,389 15,442
15-24 years--ecmmc—meana-a 37,347(| 18,208 19,138f 32,144| 5,203 6,027 20,113 10,780
Less than $3,000
All ages-=sec——mececan 16,369{| 6,248| 10,121} 11,817} 4,552 7,386 6,315 2,375
Undexr 17 years 3,396||] 1,756 1,640 1,693{ 1,703 1,382 1,693 169
17-24 years—-e==e-ax 3,240}1| 1,388 1,852 2,611 629 381 1,584 1,264
25-44 years---——==m—mo—moaa 1,860 718 1,142 1,154 706 625 813 415
45-64 yearg=~=w—cccaccc—na 2,873 907 1,965 2,104 769 1,686 951 205
65 years and over---ewa--- 5,000 1,478 3,521 4,254 746 3,312 1,274 321
Under 15 years--e-~acme—ac 2,962| 1,526 1,437 1,461 1,502 1,177 1,573 155
15-24 years-=-mc-a=cano=aa 3,673|] 1,618 2,055 2,843 830 586 1,705 1,278
$3,000-$4,999
All agegse=-m=—sacaana- 18,540(| 8,253 10,288| 14,304| 4,236 7,513 8,743 2,096
Under 17 years~-—-=mmcw-waa- 4,958|| 2,487 2,471 3,072 1,887 1,685 2,905 324
17-24 yearg-—-=scec—nmcaaan 2,665 1,257 1,408 2,091 574 504 1,426 717
25-44 years---~e-c—cawacnax 2,765 1,114 1,651 1,991 774 829 1,492 425
45-64 yearg---e-macanccana 3,470 1,263 2,207 2,863 606 1,739 1,459 212
65 years and over-=-~=-=c-= 4,682 2,132 2,550 4,287 395 2,756 1,461 417
Under 15 years~--—=m~cccecan 4,34111 2,219 2,122 2,692 1,648 1,403 2,600 307
15-24 years-w-~cese~mccaaaa 3,282 1,525 1,758 2,470 812 786 1,732 735
$5,000-$6,999
All ageswm~——cennccnan 21,541(1 10,102} 11,439) 17,642| 3,899 7,164 11,138 3,046
Under 17 yearse-—-—=s=c-==xw 6,461} 3,242 3,219 4,870} 1,590 2,014 3,712 676
17-24 years-==w—secmsccan~- 3,559¢| 1,672 1,887 2,863 696 682 2,047 807
25-44 yeargemem~ccemeccaaan 4,320{| 2,010 2,310 3,499 821 1,108 2,396 777
45-64 years--wm—cacamaaaan 4,165|| 1,734 2,431 3,559 606 1,910 1,855 364
65 years and over-=e==--=~= 3,036 1,444 1,592 2,850 185 1,451 1,128 421
Under 15 years---ecs-wm=-- 5,733y} 2,879 2,854 4,350] 1,383 1,722 3,366 599
15-24 years-=cmme—cmanmana 4,28711 2,035 2,252 3,384 903 973 2,393 885
$7,000-$9,999
All ageS=m~—c——mac—eeo 30,081|| 14,760| 15,321| 26,498 3,583 6,857 17,273 5,794
Under 17 years===ca=ma-ca=- 9,850i| 5,047 4,803 8,489 1,361 2,057 6,127 1,614
17-24 years—w=s=-—-wcc—ccun 4,468 1,991 2,478 3,874 594 725 2,604 1,117
25-44 years~e~=m-—-=cc--—w- 7,810} 3,898 3,913 6,902 908 1,328 4,496 1,958
45-64 years-ememe—ccmmac—na 5,889|1 2,848 3,041 5,292 596 1,959 3,167 721
65 years and overs=s=---e-- 2,064 976 1,087 1,940 123 788 878 384
Under 15 years—wemam=ccc-ea 8,785 4,476 4,309 7,588 1,197 1,758 5,477 1,510
15-24 yearsem-mcmmmenmmanun 5,533§] 2,562 2,971 4,775 758 1,024 3,254 1,221
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 13. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, color, education of head
of family, family income, and age: United States, 1973—Con.
{Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilan noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reli-
ability of the estimates are given in appendix L. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

Sex Color Education of head of family
Family income and age Total
. All Less than 9-12 13 years
Male | Female White | ipor 9 years years or fmore
$10,000-$14,999 Population in thousands
All ages----~~-=-—--== 50,927|(25,609| 25,318 46,949 3,977 6,933 30,282 13,441
Under 17 years-—=e-—=-=w--a- 17,795(} 9,085 8,710 | 16,387 1,408 2,018 11,135 4,566
17-24 years-==---=nu---ew-e 6,356 3,063 3,293 5,719 637 788 3,865 1,664
25-44 years-=--—-wm-—cooc 15,074 7,559 7,516 | 13,862 1,212 1,395 8,731 4,892
45-64 yearg-—--~=--—=m==no- 9,839|| 5,039 4,800 9,227 612 2,226 5,753 1,790
65 years and over--------- 1,862 863 999 1,754 108 507 798 531
Under 15 years-=w=m-waa—au 15,749({ 8,012 7,737 | 14,484 1,265 1,655 9,836 4,189
15-24 years-~=---=—-reo=-a- 8,402|| 4,136 4,267 7,622 780 1,151 5,165 2,040
$15,000 or more
All ages~==-—=-ccoomun 53,541||27,258 | 26,283 | 50,316 | 3,225 4,184 22,580 26,660
Under 17 years 16,861|| 8,560 8,300 15,820 1,041 1,060 6,695 9,071
17-24 years—----- 6,935|| 3,664 3,272 6,446 489 664 3,422 2,824
25-44 years-—-m=--m-= 15,285 7,470 7,815} 14,232{ 1,053 816 6,038 8,409
45-64 years=——-—--moeacocw 12,707]{ 6,736 5,971 12,134 573 1,318 5,797 5,557
65 years and over--e—----- 1,753 828 925 1,685 68 325 627 798
Under 15 yearS==--=mm==mmw 14,137 7,204 6,933 | 13,235 902 826 5,489 7,799
15-24 years=--eme-m—mmmna—--o 9,659(| 5,020 4,639 9,031 628 898 4,628 4,096

1Tncludes unknown income.
NOTE:
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Table 14.

limitation status, and age: United States, 1973

Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, chronic activity

[Data are based on houschold interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

: With
- With P . Unable to
l_W}th no limitation 1%m1tat10n carry on
imitation " in amount ?
Sex and age Total of activity but not in . or kind of major .,
major activity major activity1 activity
Both sexes opulation in thousands
All ages==~mm=cecamno—- 205,799 178,060 6,801 14,535 6,402
Under 17 years--wemmme-ceme-- 63,997 61,848 958 1,040 151
17-24 yearseeeecrecmmecncncax 29,063 27,143 877 866 176
25-44 years---—eccemmmmecmneo 49,953 45,134 1,583 2,644 592
45-64 yearS~e==mceememccececoa 42,534 32,614 2,090 5,599 2,230
65 years and over--~=---==--- 20,253 11,321 1,292 4,387 3,253
Under 15 yearg-=e=--=s=---ee-—- 55,712 53,943 742 892 135
15-24 years------emmmmecmeno— 37,347 35,048 1,093 1,014 192
Male
All ages--==~-mecwemcenc-- 99,241 85,812 3,302 5,462 4,664
Under 17 years----e=-=c—ceae—- 32,599 31,368 569 582 80
17-24 years-wm==mmmccmemcecan 14,000 12,896 514 471 119
25-44 years--—--m-cmmme e 24,091 21,768 796 1,104 423
45-64 years--m-cmmmmncmccnmaa 20,164 15,272 1,050 2,107 1,735
65 years and over-=~--c-acn-e- 8,386 4,506 373 1,199 2,307
Under 15 yearg----e--eecec—we- 28,392 27,370 450 501 71
15-24 years--==meccmmmmmnmcen 18,208 16,895 633 552 128
Female

All ages-=wrmcmemmcenmm—— 106,558 92,248 3,499 9,073 1,738
Under 17 years—=--—-w-w—eaeoaw 31,397 30,480 389 458 71
17-24 yearsec=m--emecmcccnmaa- 15,062 14,247 363 394 57
25-44 yearS-—m-mccemmca e 25,862 23,366 787 1,540 169
45-64 yearS-me-ememccmacmcnmaan 22,370 17,341 1,041 3,493 495
65 years and over--=-e--==-=- 11,867 6,815 919 3,187 946
Under 15 years==mecr=se-eman-~ 27,321 26,574 293 391 64
15-24 years~e-=rmeemmmecccanan 19,138 18,153 459 462 64

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool acti-

vities,

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports
on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,

and P-60.
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Table 15. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by place of residence,

region, and age: United States, 1973

{Data are based on houschold mterviews of the civilian nomnstitutionalized population. The survey design, gencral qualifications, and information on the reliability of
the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

geographic

Place of residence

Geographic region SMSA Qutside of SMSA
and age All
residences Not
Total Ciggral Central | Total Nonfarm | Farm
v city
United States Population in thousands

All ages-==-——m——mmre e mcma e 205,799 141,736 62,134y 79,602 64,063 56,715 | 7,348

Under 17 yearSmemmeo—cm—ccwmo oo 63,997 43,576 18,373| 25,203] 20,420 18,234 | 2,187
17-24 years—-~-m-mmmmccmemmeenme e mme e 29,063 20,509 9,327 11,182| 8,554 7,742 812
25=44 JeArS=mmmmmmmmmc o e oo 49,953 35,348 15,032 20,316} 14,605 13,191 1,414
45-64 yeayrS——-=—-mmmscmcmmeemmmcme—mmaa- 42,534 29,316 12,916 16,400| 13,218 11,151 2,067
65 years and OVer----meewe—ccmcme—c——ana- 20,253 12,987 6,486 6,501| 7,266 6,397 869
Under 15 years~--~ 55,712 37,978 16,100 21,878} 17,735 15,931 ( 1,804
15-24 yearse—w—-crmeemccme e maae o 37,347 26,108 11,600 14,507| 11,239 10,044 1,195

Northeast
All ageS---=-m—mcmmme e 48,745 39,012 15,920 23,092 9,733 9,260 473
Under 17 years—--==e-c-cmmmmmaommmmoeeooe 14,565 11,460 4,455 7,005} 3,106 2,923 182
17~24 yearse-—----m=mococmmmmme e 6,565 5,348 2,320 3,028} 1,217 1,157 60
25-44 years--mem-ccmcmmcmc e 11,746 9,390 3,696 5,694 2,356 2,253 103
45-64 years-----ec—meue 10,739 8,713 3,445 5,268| 2,025 1,951 75
65 years and over~~---- 5,130 4,101 2,005 2,097 1,029 976 53
Under 15 years-----=e-cocmcmooocmmu e 12,670 9,957 3,910 6,047 | 2,713 2,570 143
15-24 years-----mrmmmccemmcm e e 8,460 6,850 2,864 3,986} 1,610 1,511 99
North Central
All agesS--——-smmmcmm e 56,335 37,627 16,112 21,515| 18,708 15,321 | 3,387
Under 17 yearS-—-----coaccccomcanmcmmmaaeas 17,674 11,873 4,874 7,000 5,801 4,716 | 1,085
17-24 yearS—=-———m=mmeccmcm oo 8,079 5,518 2,510 3,008 2,561 2,199 362
25-44 yearS--------emccmemec e nm e 13,272 9,176 3,646 5,531t 4,096 3,439 657
45-64 years-—--cemmemccmme e e 11,600 7,684 3,402 4,281 3,916 2,982 934
65 years and OVer----e—-c—mecomcc—aonoaa~ 5,710 3,375 1,680 1,695| 2,334 1,986 348
Under 15 years-----e=cc—cmemecmonmuoo—n 15,458 10,413 4,315 6,098 | 5,045 4,154 891
15-24 years-—=--mmec-mcemmc e mmame e 10,296 6,978 3,068 3,910| 3,317 2,761 557
South
All ageS--——~mmee— s mcmcen o 65,099 36,993 18,197 | 18,796 28,106 25,216 | 2,890
Under 17 years=s-=-sscecmccmmmuccooomacnce- 20,649 11,648 5,610 6,038| 9,001 8,263 738
17-24 years--=-m=e-mccmeee e sa i a 9,348 5,553 2,717 2,836 3,795 3,459 336
25-44 years—-—mmemm— ;e ceamc e a 15,785 9,322 4,524 4,798 | 6,463 5,921 541
45-64 YJEATrS———=mmmsmmcce e cmcm e 13,080 7,376 3,673 3,703 5,704 4,836 868
65 years and over~-=w-memececcmcmmemmmann—— 6,236 3,093 1,672 1,421} 3,143 2,736 407
Under 15 years-—-—--=----cmmoamcmcmancan—x 17,971 10,157 4,903 5,255 7,814 7,195 619
15-24 years-~-memmemmmmmmee e e 12,026 7,044 3,425 3,619 4,982 4,527 455
West

All ageS~ee—c—cmmcmccr e 35,620 28,105 11,905 16,200{ 7,516 6,918 598
Under 17 years--—--==cocmmmmmucamomncanaan 11,108 8,595 3,434 5,161 2,513 2,332 181
17-24 yearsS-—---=ee—cm—mamc i cmrma e 5,070 4,090 1,780 2,310 981 926 54
25~44 yearsm~-wmmmmmemee—emcm e ———— 9,150 7,460 3,166 4,294 1,690 1,578 113
45-64 yearsm=—es—mmeccmmmre e 7,115 5,543 2,395 3,147 1,573 1,383 190
65 years and over-—-=-—ee—eom—cacmoscncaao 3,177 2,417 1,129 1,288 760 699 60
Under 15 years-=~=-mcecccmmmmamommem - 9,613 7,450 2,972 4,478 2,163 2,013 151
15-24 yearS=esm=—-cmec oo 6,565 5,235 2,243 2,992 1,330 1,245 85

NOTE: For official population estimates for more
civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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APPENDIX |

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Background of This Report

This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a
questionnaire which obtains information on per-
sonal and demographic characteristics, illnesses,
injuries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other health topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics. The present
report is based on data collected in household
interviews during 1973.

The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
since data are not collected in the interview for
persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
.inventory of conditions or ‘services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
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Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
which permits a continuous sampling of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target popula-
tion and that weekly samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed analysis of less com-
mon characteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational advantages as
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff.

The overall sample was designed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for urban and rural
sectors of the United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists
of drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling
units (PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geo-
graphically defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’s collectively cover the 50 States and the
District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within
PSU’s, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a manner that each segment
contains an expected four households. Three
general types of segments are used.



Area segments which are defined geographically.

List segments, using 1970 census regis.ers as the
frame.

Permit segments, using updated lists of bunuing
permits issued in sample PSU’s since 1970.

Census address listings were used to: all areas of
the country where addresses were well defined
and could be used to locate housing units. In
general the list frame included the larger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.

The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mately 12,000 segments containing 51,000 as-
signed households, of which 9,000 were vacant,
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the
scope of the survey. The 42,000 eligible oc-
cupied households yield a probability sample of
about 120,000 persons in 41,000 interviewed
households in a year.

Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and quest1onna1re development
in the HIS has been published!?as well asa de-
tailed description of the sample design® and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate samphng errors of esti-
mates derived from the survey.

Collection of data.—Field operations for
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of

INational Center_for Health Statistics: Health
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development,
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. Vital and
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 1-No. 2.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, May 1964.

2National Center for Health Statistics: Health inter-
view survey procedures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS
Pub, No. (HRA) 75-1311-Series 1-No. 11. Public Health
Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office,
April 1975,

3U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health
Statistics. PHS Pyb. No. 584-A2. Public Health Service.
Washington, D.C., July 1958.

4National Center for Health Statistics: Esti-
mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 38. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970.

the Census under specifications established by
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.

Estimating procedures.—Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four
basic operations are involved:

1. Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability
of selection.—The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selection
from each step of selection in the design
(PSU, segment, and household).

2. Nonresponse adjustment.—The estimates are
inflated by a multiplication factor which has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina-
tor the number of households interviewed in
that segment.

3. First-stage ratio adjustment.—Sampling
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation which is highly correlated with the
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari-
ability between PSU’s within a region, the
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1970
populations within 12 color-residence classes.

4. Poststratification by age-sex-color.—The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for the survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, household, condition, and
hospitalization).

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
to make the sample more closely representative
of the civilian noninstitutionalized population
by age, sex, color, and residence, which thereby
reduces sampling variance.
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As noted, each week’s sample represents'
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.

For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterly figures.

For other types of statistics—namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period—such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed during a year—experience which actually
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview—is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.

General Qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household which was not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment which were interviewed. The
total noninterview rate was about 3.5 percent—
1.4 percent was refusal, and the remainder was
primarily due to the failure to find an eligible
respondent at home after repeated calls.

The interview process.—The statistics pre-
sented in this report are based on replies ob-
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tained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and
over present at the timexof interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.

There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
household interviews. For diagnostic infor-
mation, the household respondent can usually
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the family. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no more than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source
since only the persons concerned are in a posi-
tion to report this information.

Rounding of numbers.—The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
consolidations were made from the original
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri-
butions are computed after the estimates on
which these are based have been rounded to the
nearest thousand.

Population figures.—Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
mentioned above, the population figures differ
from figures (which are derived from different
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. Official population estimates are



presented in Bureau of the Census reports in
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

Reliability of Estimates

Since the statistics presented in this report
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat

from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.

As in any survey, the results are also sub-
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures.5 Although
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reports.""9

The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations
that might occur by chance because only a
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this report, the standard error also re-

5National Center for Health Statistics: Quality con-

trol and measurement of nonsampling error in the Health
Interview Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. Series 2-No.
54, DHEW Pub. No. (HSM) 73-1328. Health Services and
Mental Health Administration. Washington. U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, Mar. 1973.

6National Center for Health Statistics: Health in-
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital
and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 7.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, July 1965.

7National Center for Health Statistics: Compari-
son of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce-
dures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 8. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965.

8National Center for Health Statistics: Interview
data on chronic conditions compared with information
derived from medical records. Vital and Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 23. Public
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing
Office, May 1967.

9National Center for Health Statistics: The influ-
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 26. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968.

flects part of the variation which arises in the
measurement process. It does not include esti-
mates of any biases which might be in the data.
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a
complete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the
difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2% times as large.

The relative standard error of an estimate is
obtained by dividing the standard error of the
estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed
as a percentage of the estimate. For this report,
asterisks are shown for any cell with more than a
30-percent relative standard error. Included in
this appendix are charts from which the relative
standard errors can be determined for estimates
shown in the report. In order to derive relative
errors which would be applicable to a wide vari-
ety of health statistics and which could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi-
mations were required. As a result, the charts
provide an estimate of the approximate relative
standard error rather than the precise error for
any specific aggregate or percentage.

Three classes of statistics for the health sur-

vey are identified for purposes of estimating
variances.
Narrow range.—This class consists of (1) sta-
tistics which estimate a population attribute,
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the
measure for a single individual during the refer-
ence period used in data collection is usually
either 0 or 1 or on occasion may take on the
value 2 or very rarely 3.

Medium range.—This class consists of other sta-
tistics for which the measure for a single indi-
vidual during the reference period used in data
collection will rarely lie outside the range 0 to 5.

Wide range.—This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data collection can
range from 0 to a number in excess of 5, e.g.,
the number of days of bed disability.

In addition to classifying variables accord-
Jing to whether they are narrow-, median-, or

33



wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
classified as to whether they are based on a
reference period of 2 weeks, 6 months, or 12
months.

General rules for determining relative stand-
ard errors.—The following rules will enable the
reader to determine approximate relative stand-
ard errors from the charts (figures I-IV) for esti-
mates presented in this report. These charts re-
present new and better approximations of the re-
lative standard errors of HIS data. They should
be used in preference to the charts which have
appeared in all previous Series 10 publications.

Rule 1. Estimates of aggregates: Approximate
relative standard errors for estimates of
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob-
tained from appropriate curves shown
in figure I. The number of persons in
the total U.S. population or in an age-
sex-color class of the total population is
adjusted to official Bureau of the Cen-
sus figures and is not subject to sam-
pling error.

Rule 2. Estimates of percentages in a percent
distribution: Relative standard errors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total are obtained from appropriate
curves shown in figures II-IV. For values
which do not fall on one of the curves
presented in the chart, visual interpo-
lation will provide a satisfactory ap-
proximation.

Rule 3. Estimates of rates where the numerator
is a subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or
where a unit of the numerator occurs,
with few exceptions, only once in the
year for any one unit in the denomi-
nator. For example, in computing the
rate of visual impairments per 1,000
population, the numerator consisting of
persons with the impairment is a sub-
class of the denominator, which in-
cludes all persons in the population.
Such rates if converted to rates per 100
may be treated as though they were per-
centages and the relative standard errors
obtained from the percentage chart for
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population estimates. Rates per 1,000,
or on any other base, must first be con-
verted to rates per 100; then the per-
centage chart will provide the relative
standard error per 100. .

Rule 4. Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This rule applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
for any one unit in the denominator.
For example, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the nu-
merator. Approximate relative standard
errors for rates of this kind may be
computed as follows:

(a) Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.

(b) In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these relative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pro-
cedure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error.

Rule 5. Estimates of difference between two
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is approx-
imately the square root of the sum of
the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference,

d=Xx, — X,



0, =\/(X1 Vo) 2+ (X, 1,)?

where X, is the estimate for class 1, X,
is the estimate for class 2, and ¥V, and
V.o are the relative errors of X; and
Xy, respectively. This formula will

represent the actual standard error quite

000

accurately for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated character-
istics although it is only a rough approx-
imation in most other cases. The rela-
tive standard error of each estimate
involved in such a difference can be de-
termined by one of the four rules
above, whichever is appropriate.
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Figure I. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS!
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1This curve represents estimates of relative standard errors based on 4 quarters of data collection for narrow range estimates
of population characteristics or narrow range estimates of aggregates using a 12-month reference period
Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 persons with annual family income of $15,060 or more, or 16,000,000

persons who were hospitalized one or more times in the past year (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 1.
percent (read from scale at-left side of chart), or a standard error of 170,000 (1.7 percent of 10,000.000)
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Figure II. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR THE COST OF (A) AND ACQUISITIONS OF PRESCR—IPTION
MEDICINES (B) BASED ON A 2-WEEK REFERENCE PERIOD!
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IThe curves related to cost and acquisition based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for wide and
medium range estimates, respectively, of aggregates using a 2-week reference period.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of $10,000,000 spent for prescribed medicine in the past year (on scale at bottom of
chart) has a relative standard error of 24.9 percent (read from curve A on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of
2,490,000 (24.9 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 1,000,000 acquisitions of a medicine (curve B) has a relative standard
crror of 34.0 percent.
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Figure I1l. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF PERCENTAGES OF
ACQUISITIONS OF PRESCRIBED MEDICINES!

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)
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1 These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentages of acquisitions of prescribed medicines
based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for medium range data using a 2-week reference period.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on
an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 21.6 percent (read from the scale at the
left side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 intersects the vertical line
for 10 percent. The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 21.6 percent; or
4.3 percentage points.
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Figure V. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF PERCENTAGES OF
THE COST OF PRESCRIBED MEDICINE!

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)
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1 These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentages of the cost (in dollars) of prescribed
medicine based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for wide range estimates using a 2-week reference period.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on
an estimate of 50,000,000 has a relative standard error of 22.2 percent (read from the scale at
the left side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 50,000,000 intersects the
vertical line for 20 percent. The standard exrror in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 22.2
percent or 3.4 percentage points.
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APPENDIX 1I

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Acquisition
and Cost of Medicines

In order to obtain accurate and complete
information relating to the acquisition and cost
of medicines, the reference period is limited to
the 2-week period prior to interview. The col-
lected data are then appropriately weighted to
provide annual estimates for medicine items.

Prescribed medicine.—Prescribed medicine
is defined as (1) any medicine obtained on a
doctor’s written prescription, (2) any medicine
which has been prepared on the basis of a doc-
tor’s telephone call to a pharmacist, or (3) any
medicine given by the doctor (or nurse) to a
person to take home. Medicine obtained as a
refill of a previous prescription is considéred pre-
scribed medicine. Medicines and injections ad-
ministered in a medical facility are excluded.

Acquisition of prescribed medicine.—Each
time the medicine is actually obtained on the
basis of a prescription, it is considered an acquisi-
tion. If the medicine is specifically prescribed for
two persons, it is counted as two acquisitions.
Each time the prescription is refilled, it is con-
sidered a separate acquisition.

Cost per acquisition of prescribed medi-
cson or _hls family and any part paid by third
PZ}I’UCS 15 recorded for each acquisition of med-
icme for each person. If the medicine was

obtained without cost, the source from which
the medicine was obtained free of charge is re-
corded. If the medicine was obtained for two
persons, half of the cost is allocated to each per-
son. Similarly if the medicine was obtained
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twice for one person, half the total cost is allo-
cated per acquisition.

Source of free acquisitions.—If a medicine
was obtained without any cost through health
insurance, public organizations, or any other
agency or person, the source from which the
medicine was received free of charge is recorded.

Out-of-pocket expense.—The amount paid
directly by an individual or a family member
exclusive of any part paid by insurance, public
source, other person, or agency is the out-of-
pocket cost.

The classification of conditions.—Both the
name of the medicine and the condition for
which it was prescribed were asked in the inter-
view. The acquisitions were classified by the con-
dition or symptoms for which they were pre-
scribed into 26 mutually exclusive categories.

Terms Relating to Disability

Chronic activity Ulimitation.—Persons are
classified into four categories according to the
extent to which their activities are limited at
present as a result of chronic conditions. Since
the usual activities of preschool children,
school-age children, housewives, and workers
and other persons differ, a different set of cri-
teria is used for each group. There is a general
similarity between them, however, as will be
seen in the following descriptions of the four
categories:

1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for
their group (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities)



Preschool children:
Inability to take part in ordinary play

with other children.

School-age children:
Inability to go to school.

Housewives:
Inability to do any housework.

Workers and all other persons:
Inability to work at a job or business.

2. Persons limited in amount or kind of major
activity performed (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)

Preschool children:
Limited in amount or kind of play with
other children, e.g., need special rest
periods, cannot play strenuous games, or
cannot play for long periods at a time.

School-age children:
Limited to certain types of schools or in
school attendance, e.g., need special
schools or special teaching or cannot go to
school full time or for long periods at a
time.

Housewives:
Limited in amount or kind of housework,
e.g., cannot lift children, wash or iron, or
do housework for long periods at a time.

Workers and all other persons:
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g.,
need special working aids or special rest
periods at work, cannot work full time or
for long periods at a time, or cannot do
strenuous work.

3. Persons not limited in major activity but
otherwise limited (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)

Preschool children:
Not classified in this category.

School-age children:
Not limited in going to school but limited
in participation in athletics or other extra-
curricular activities.

Housewives:
Not limited in housework but limited in
other activities such as church, clubs,
hobbies, civic projects, or shopping.

Workers and all other persons:
Not limited in regular work activities but
limited in other activities such as church,
clubs, hobbies, civic projects, sports, or
games.

4. Persons not limited in activities (includes
persons whose activities are not limited in
any of the ways described above)

Demographic Terms

Age.—The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and grouped in a variety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.

Color.—The population is divided into two
color groups, “white” and ‘all other.” “All
other” includes Negro, American Indian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, and any other race. Mexican per-
sons are included with *‘white”” unless definitely
known to be Indian or of another race.

Income of family or of unrelated
individuals.—Each member of a family is classi-
fied according to the total income of the family
of which he is a member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.

The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (or by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of interview. Income from
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.

Education.—The categories of education
status show the vears of school completed. Only
years completed in regular schools, where per-
sons are given a formal education, are included.
A “regular” school is one which advances a per-
son toward an elementary or high school
diploma or a college, university, or professional
school degree. Thus education in vocational,
trade, or business schools outside the regular
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school system is not counted in determining the
highest grade of school completed.

Education of head of family or of unrelated
individuals.—Each member of a family is classi-
fied according to the education of the head of
the family of which he is a member. Within the
household all persons related to each other by
blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family.

Geographic region.—For the purpose of
classifying the population by geographic area,
the States are grouped into four regions. These
regions, which correspond to those used by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census, are shown in

figure V.

Region States Included

Northcast . Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusctts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania

North Central . Michigan, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, lowa, Missouri,
North Dakota, South
Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska
South Delaware, Maryland,

District of Columbia,
Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Kentucky, Texas, Tennessce,
Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma

West Montany, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico,
Arizona, Utah, Nevada,
Washington, Alaska, Oregon,
Cualifornia, Hawail

Figure V. States included in the four geographic regions.
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Place of residence.—The place of residence
of a member of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm.

Standard metropolitan statistical areas.—The def-
initions and titles of SMSA’s are established by
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were
212 SMSA’s defined for the 1960 decennial

census.

The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population which constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is located as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New England) which are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’s are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England
SMSA’s consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’s as defined in the 1960
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions or changes.

Central cities.—Each SMSA must include at least
one central city. The complete title of an SMSA
identifies the central city or cities. If only one
central city is designated, then it must have
50,000 inhabitants or more. The area title may
include, in addition to the largest city, up to two
city names on the basis and in the order of the
following criteria: (1) the additional city has at
least 250,000 inhabitants or (2) the additional
city has a population of one-third or more of
that of the largest city and a minimum popu-
lation of 25,000. An exception occurs where
two cities have contiguous boundaries and con-
stitute, for economic and social purposes, a
single community of at least 50,000, the smaller
of which must have a population of at least
15,000.

Farm and nonfarm residence.—The population
residing outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu-



lation, which comprises the remaining outside
SMSA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
from which sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons
living outside an SMSA were classified as non-
farm if their household paid rent for the house

but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced on the
place and sold at any time during the preceding
12 months.

000
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APPENDIX Il

PROBE QUESTIONS ON PRESCRIBED MEDICINES DURING 2-WEEK REFERENCE PERIOD

PRESCRIBED MEDICINES

Ta. During the past Z weeks, (the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar) did anyone in the family, (that
is you, your ——, etc.) buy or obtain ony (other) kind of medicine prescribed by o doctor? Y N (2)

b. What is the nome of the medicine? Enter name of medicine in col. (b) of Table M and ask:
What condition is it for? Enter name of condition in col. (c) and reask !a.

(Besides the prescriptions you have already told me about)
2a. During the past 2 weeks did anyone in the tamily get ony (other) medicine from o pharmacist or drugstore
that was prescribed by a telephone call from a doctor? Y N (3)

3a. During the past 2 weeks did anyone in the family have any (other) prescriptions refilled? Y N (4

b. What is the name of the medicine? Enter name of medicine 1n col. (b) of Table M and ask:

4a. During the past 2 weeks did anyone in the family obtain any (other) medicine directly from a doctor to take at home? Y N (Table M)

b. whuf_is vtho r:ame of the medi;ine? E_nter narr-le of mecﬁcine ol (b) of Table Mand aske T
What condition is it for? Enter name of condition in col. {(c) and reask 4a,

TABLE M: Complete columns d—k as appropriate for each prescription listed. If none listed, go fo next page.

Enter name of medicine. Enter name of condition and Was the —— obtained last How was this medicine obtained ~ through
reask part a of appropriate week or the week before? a written prescription, o refill, o call to
Line | Ques. question, the pharmacist from the doctor, given
No. by the doctor to take at home, or was it
obtained in some other way?
(a) (b) (<) (d) (e)
1 1 [[] Last week 1 Written prescription
2 1 DK 2 [] Week before 2 % Refill P
A 3] In past 2 weeks, DK whichj 3 [C] Call to the pharmacist
3 4[] In interview week (NM) 4 ] Given by Dr. to take at home
s [] Before 2 weeks (NM) 8 ] Dr. recommended (not prescribed)
4 s [] Other — Specify
: 1 [] Last week 1 [] Written prescription
] 0K 2 [_] Week before 2 [[J Refill
B 2 3] In past 2 weeks, DK which] 3 [] Call to the pharmacist
3 4[] In interview week (NM) 4[] Given by Dr, to take at home
4 s [] Before 2 weeks {NM) 8 [] Dr. recommended (not prescribed)
s [] Other — Specify
| 1 [[] Last week 1 7] Written prescription
7] DK 2 [_] Week before 2 [ Refill
C 2 3 7] In past 2 weeks, DK which| 3 [] Call to the pharmacist
3 4[] In interview week (NM) 4 (] Given by Dr. to take at home
4 s [_] Before 2 weeks (NM} 8 ] Dr. recommended (not prescribed)
s [C] Other ~ Specify
| 1 (7] Last week 1 [] Written prescription
[C1 DK 2 ] Week before 2 [] Refill
2 3 ] In past 2 weeks, DK which] 3 [] Call to the pharmacist
D 3 4[] In interview week {NM) 4[] Given by Dr. to take at home
5 ] Before 2 weeks (NM) 8 [] Dr. recommended (not prescribed)
4 s [] Other — Specify
| 1 3 Last week 1 [] Written prescription
10K 2 [] Week before 2 [C] Refill
2 3 [[] In past 2 weeks, DK which| 3 ] Call to the pharmacist
E 3 4[] In interview week (NM) 4 ] Given by Dr, to take at home
4 5 [[] Before 2 weeks (NM) a [] Dr. recommended (not prescribed)
s [] Other — Specify
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TABLE M - Continued

Who was this During the past| How much did or will you or your | Did or will any] What (other) source paid or will What was the total cost of this
prescribed for? 2 weeks, how | family pay for this medicine? other source | pay any part of this medicine? medicine, including the amount
Enter appropriate muny different | If two or more times in col. (g), pay any of the to be paid by all sources?
person number. times was add: Include the total amount for | bill for this
fl"i_is metjicine ﬂ:o - Iimes this medicine was medicine?
Pl :
() () (h) () () (k)
6000 None () 1 [} Free from doctor (NM} _
9999 g DK ! t Y 2 (7 Private health insurance 9999 T DK
N (NM 3 ] Medicare
Dollars T'Cents 2 (NM) & ] Welfare (incl. Medicaid) Dollars 1 Cents
Person No Times ! 7] Other — Specifi \
: $ ! s DK (k) r 2] s :
0000 [_] None ()} 1 7 Free from doctor (NM)
5999 DK 1Y 2 Private health insurance 9s39 [ | DK
0 c} [
M a3 [[] Medicare
Dollars T Cents 2 N (NM) 4 ] Welfare (incl. Medicaid) Dollars : Cents
Person No. Times s { o DK (k) = Other — Spec:fy; s .
1 1
0000 [} None ()} 1 [] Free from doctor {NM)
9999 [ DK 1Y 2 [*] Private health insurance s9s9 | DK
N (NM) 3 [T] Medicare
. Dollars :Cen:s 2 a ] Welfare (incl, Medicaid) Dollars : Cents
Person No, Times s 1 s DK (k) ] Other — Specrfy; s |
) 1
0000 None (j t [] Free from doctor (NM)
5999 El DK (0 Y 2 ;rivate health insurance 9899 [] DK
3 [ ) Medicare
) Dollars : Cents z N (NM) 4[] Welfare (incl. Medicaid) Dollars 1 Cams
Person No. Times s X s DK (k) =] Other — Specrfy; s i
1 1
o000 [ None (j 1 ] Free from doctor (NM)
9999 g DK (J) 1Y 2 [_] Private health insurance 9999 77 DK
3 (] Medicare
Dollars TCents 2 N (NM} | 4 7] Welfare (incl. Medicaid) Dolfars ; Cens
Person No. Times Other — Speci
s ! sk | pecli s !
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Series 1.

VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES

Formerky £blic Health Service Publication No. 1000

Programs and Collection Proccdures.—Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and
other material necessary for understanding the data.

Series 2. Data Evaluation and Methods Research. —Studies of new statistical methodology including experimental

Series 3.

Series 4.

Series 10.

Series 11.

Series 12.

Series 13.

Series 1.

Series 20.

Series 21.

Serics 22,

Serics 23,

tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques,
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.

Analytical Studies. —Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.

Documents and Come ttre Reports.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documenis such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.

Data from the Health Interview Survey.—Statistics on illness; accidental injuries; disability; use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and otber health-related topics, based on data collected in
a continuing national household interview survey.

Data from the Health Examination Survey.—Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of
reports: (1) escimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac-
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reterence to an
explicit finite universe of persons.

Data from the Institutionalized Population Surveys.—Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.

Data on Health Resourccs Utilization. —-Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.

Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilitics. —Statisticz on the numbers, geographic distrib-
ution, und characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu-
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Data on Mortality. —Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cauge of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on
sample surveys of those records.

Data on Nutalitv, Marriage, and Divorce.—Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
then ae included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses: studies of fertility: and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records.

Data fram ihe National Morlality and Natality Survevs.—Disconiinued effective 1975, Future reports
from these sample sorveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.

Data fron: vl Nationsi Survery of Fumily Growth.—Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso-
lution, familv plonning, and relaied maternal and infant heolth topics derived from a biennial survey of
a nationwide probability sample of cver-married woren 1544 vears of age.
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Mativaal Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service, HRA
Foctvilie, Md, 20857
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