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’ PERSONS INJURED AND DISABILITY DAYS 

BY DETAILED TYPE AND CLASS OF ACCIDENT 

Charles S. Wilder, Division of Health Interview Statistics 

INTRODUCTION 

During 1971 and 1972 an estimated average 
of 63.4 million persons per year sustained in-
juries requiring medical attention or reduction 
for at least 1 day of their usual activities. The 
annual incidence rate was 311.9 persons injured 
per 1,000 persons in the civilian population not 
confined to institutions. A person injured is one 
who has sustained one or more injuries in an 
accident or in some type of nonaccidental vio­
lence. Each time a person is involved in an acci­
dent or other event in which he sustains an 
injury which requires medical attention or re­
stricts that person’s activities for a day or more, 
he is counted as a person injured. Thus the same 
person may be counted, more than once in these 
statistics. 

Emphasis in this report is on the detailed 
type of accident; that is, how the accident hap­
pened. For each person injured the question was 
asked: “How did the accident happen?” Re­
spondents described the circumstances of the 
accidental event and the interviewer selected 
from cards Y and Z (see. appendix III) one or 
more items most closely describing how the acci­
dent happened. When more than one item was 
reported, the one with the lowest item number, 
that is, the one closest to the top of the list, was 
recorded. 

Information on detailed type of accident 
was obtained in health interviews conducted 
between July 1959 and June 1961. Findings 
from these interviews were reported in Health 
Statistics, Series B reports, numbers 37, 39, 40, 
41,. and 42. 

Information on the incidence of persons in­
jured in Series 10 reports is included in each of 
the annual Current Estimates reports in sum­
mary form (numbers 5, 13, 25, 37, 43, 52, 60, 
63, 72, 79, 85, 95, and 100). A report devoted 
solely to persons injured and disability days due 
to injury is Series 10, No. .58 which covers the 
period July 1965-June 1967. Related reports in 
Series 10 are No. 87, “Impairments Due to In-
jury, 1971,” and No. 90, “Disability Days, 
1971.” 

Table A compares the rates of persons in­
jured by detailed type of accident for the two 
periods 1971-72 and July 1959-June 1961. The 
leading cause of injury in both time periods was 
falls, with an annual incidence rate of 67.0 per 
1,000 persons in 1971-72 and 68.4 per 1,000 
persons for July 1959-June 1961. Falls, together 
with four other types of accident, accounted for 
50.9 percent of ail persons injured during the 
most recent time period (table B). During the 
earlier period these same causes accounted for 
56.1 percent of the total. 

SOURCE OF DATA 

The information in this report, from the 
Health Interview Survey, was obtained in house-
hold interviews in a continuing nationwide 
survey. Each week a probability sample of 
households is interviewed by trained personnel 
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census to obtain infor­
mation about the health and other -character­
istics of ,each member of the household in the 
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the 
United States. During 1971 and 1972 there were 
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Table A. Number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year by detailed type ofacci­
dent: United States, 1971 and 1972 and July 1959-June 1961 

Detailed type of accident 1971 and 1972 July 1959-
June 1961 

Number of persons injured 
per 1,000 persons per year 

Total persons injured1 ------------_-----_-_______ I 255.2 

Moving motor vehicle2 -__-_-__--_-___---____________ 23.2 

Injured person outside vehicle-------------------------

Injured person inside vehicle or getting in or out- 20.7 

Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway--
Ran off roadway -_----------_--__-----------------------
Accident not on roadway _-__---I_-____-__-______________ 
Other and unknown-------------__----_------------------

11.6

E*S 
4:o 

All other accidents ---------_-_--_----------------- 288.7 238.8 

Uncontrolled fire or explosion-------------------------
Discharge of firearm --_-----_-----_--------------------
Nonmotor vehicle in motion _----_--_-_-----_---_________ 

_-_-__--__---___--_______________Machinery
or 

in operation
instrument-------------------------Cutting piercing

Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or other orifice--------
Injury caused by animal or insect----------------------
Fall on stairs, steps, or from a height----------------
All other falls ---------------_---_--------------------
Bumped into object or person ------------_-------_______ 
Struck by moving object ---__-------_------_------------
Handled or stepped on rough object---------------------
Caught in, pinched, or crushed between two objects-----
Came in contact with hot object or substance-----------
One-time lifting or exertion ----__--_-_----------------
Twisted or stumbled ---------------_----________________ 
Complication of medical/surgical procedure------------­
” --.v.. 

Unknown-____--_____-___________________________-------­

*0.5 
*0.8 2.2 

5.056’; 12%
20:6 

11.4 

2;
11:6 
14.2 
12.1 
16.8 
42.4 

'Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medi­
cal attention. 

2Includes injured persons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 

'88,000 interviewedhouseholds containing about 
267,000 persons. 

A description of the design of the survey, 
the methods used in estimation, and general 
qualifications of the data obtained from this 
survey are presented in appendix I..Since the 
estimates shown in this report are based on a 

sample of the population rather than 'oti the 
entire population; they are subject to sampling 
error. Therefore, particular attention should be 
paid to the section entitled “Reliability of Esti­
mates." Sampling errors for many of the esti­
mates are of relatively low magnitude. However, 
where an estimated number or the numerator or 
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Table B. Leading causes of injury: Unit;i6;tates, 1971 and 1972, and July 195%June 

I
I I 

July 1959-1971-1972 
I June 1961 

Leading causes of injury 
Number Percent Number Percent 

of in of 
thottands total thousands total 

Total persons injuredl---------------- 63,400 100.0 44,995 100.0 

Falls ----------------------------------- 13,611 21.5 12,067 26.8 

Falls on stairs,
All other falls 

steps, or from a height----
-----------------------------

%?, 6.9 4,305
7,762 

9.6
17.3 

Bumped into object or person----------------
Moving motor vehicle------------------------
Cutting or piercing instrument--------------
Struck by moving object---------------------

5,648
4,722 

2;;:f 

9: 

5 

3,482
2,890
2,688
4,108 

;:i 

9:1 

IExcluded are persons with iniuries involving neither restricted activity nor medi­
attention. *cal 

denominator of a rate or percentage is small, the 
sampling error may be high. Charts of relative 
sampling errors and instructions for their use are 
shown in appendix I. 

Some of the estimates included in the 
detailed tables, part+uly those for detailed 
type of accident, have levels of reliability which 
are below the standards usually required for 
publication. In order that the data user may 
combine cells to suit his particular purpose, it 
was decided to include the frequencies, rates, 
and percentages for cells usually covered by an 

I 	 asterisk. In this report the asterisk is inserted in 
front of the figure to indicate that it does not 

l 	 meet the usual standard of reliability for publi­
cation in Health Interview Survey reports (that 
is, less than 30 percent relative standard error). 
Figures with an asterisk should only be used to 
combine with quantities in other cells and not as 
the basis for independent estimates of incidence. 

Definitions of certain terms used in this re-
port are presented in appendix II, and have spe­
cialized meanings for the purpose of the survey. 

Portions of the questionnaire used in 1972 
to obtain information about persons injured and 
associated disability are illustrated in appendix 

III. 	 The entire questionnaires used in 1971 and 
1972 are found in the Current Estimates reports 
for those years (Series 10, Nos. 79 and 85). 

PERSONS INJURED, BY 
DETAILED TYPE OF ACCIDENT 

AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

During 1971 and 1972 an average of about 
63,400,OOO persons per year were injured, an 
incidence of 311.9 persons injured per 1,000 
persons per year (table 1). Injury experience of 
persons who died during the a-week reference 
period used for estimating the incidence of per-
sons injured is not included in the above esti­
mate. 

In the household interview, injury experi­
ence was reported primarily in response to the 
disability day probe questions 5-10 (see appen­
dix III), question 11, and questions 14-17 about 
physician visits. If a person was reported to have 
sustained one or more injuries in an accident or 
some other nonaccidental event, sudh as expo-
sure to the elements (frostbite, heat stroke, 
etc.), the injuries were entered on a single con-
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. dition page on which the types of injury, the 
medical attention, and/or disability days, as well 
as details about the accident were recorded. The 
last question asked of the respondent on the 
condition page was “How did the accident hap­

.pen?” After the respondent described what hap­
pened, the interviewer examined Card Y if a 
motor vehicle was involved and selected the 
lowest number item descriptive of the circum­
stances which were reported as causing the spec­
ific injury. When a motor vehicle was not 
involved, Card Z was referred to for the lowest 
numbered item describing what happened. For 
instance, if a person fell downstairs and cut him-
self on a pair of scissors he was carrying, the 
appropriate type of accident code would have 
been “cutting or piercing instrument” according 
to interviewer instructions. However, if the per-
son had sustained two or more injuries in the 
accident, the question about how the accident 

happened referred to the injury which occurred 
first in time. Thus, in the above example, if as a 
result of the fail the person sprained his wrist 
prior to being cut by the scissors, the fall led 
directly to the sprain which occurred prior in 
time to the cut and the fall would be classified 
as the type of accident. 

As mentioned above, the incidence rate of 
persons injured during 1971 and 1972 was 
311.9. This rate was about 22.2 percent higher 
than that of 255.2 for July 1959-June 1961 (fig 
ure 1). Prior to July 1967 all information about 
persons injured was obtained through the “con­
dition approach” method of data collection in 
which a series of illness and injury probe ques­
tions were asked of respondents (see Series 2, 
No. 48 for a further explanation of the proce­
dure). Following a test period of 1 year from 
July 1967-June 1968, the so-called person ap­
proach was employed by which respondents 

1959 1960 1QSl 1952 1963 1994 WE5 1966 lSS7 1QSa 1939 1970 1071 1972 1973 

Figure 1. Number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year, July 1959June 1967 and calendar years 1967-73; average annual rates 
for July 1959June 1961, July 1965June 1967,and 1971 and 1972. 
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were asked about short-term disability days and’ 
physician visits prior to obtaining information 
about the conditions causing the disability or 
medical attention. In 1968 and 1969 the inci­
dence rates of persons injured were lower than 
that for 1967. In order to improve the reporting 
of injury experience an additional question on 
incidence of injuries was added to the 1970 
questionnaire following the “doctor visit” probe 
questions. In 1971 the injury probe was moved 
forward in the questionnaire to a position imme­
diately following the disability day probes. As 
shown in figure 1, the incidence rates for 
1970-72 were substantially higher than those for 
1968 and 1969. The fall in the rate for 1973 has 
not been explained but is not confined solely to 
injury data, since it applies to all acute condition 
incidence. Beginning in 1970, the injury probe 
questions are a combination of both the con­
dition and person approaches. Therefore, in ex­
amining trend data in figure 1, the changes in 
data collection methods account for a substan­
tial part of the higher rates in 1971 and 1972 
and the lower rates for 1968 and 1969. No 
explanation has been found to account for the 
drop in reporting of injuries during July 1965-
June 1966. 

Table A shows the incidence rates of injury 
by detailed type of accident for 1971-72 and 
July 1959June 1961. Comparison between the 
rates for the two periods is marred by the fact 
that during the earlier time period the incidence 
rate of other and unknown types of accident 
was 17.4 per 1,000 persons per year contrasted 
to a rate of 59.2 for other and unknown (except 
MMV,&) for the recent period. Obviously this dis­
crepancy detracts from the comparability in 
these two sets of data about how the accident 
happened. There is evidence that respondents 
did not answer the question about how the acci­
dent happened rather than that they did not 
know how it happened. During 1972 about 98.8 
percent of the original entries on the condition 
page classified as unknown were blank rather 
than entered by the interviewer as unknown type 
of accident. 

Falls were the leading cause of injury in both 
time periods with rates of 67.0 per 1,000 per­

‘Moving motor vehicle. 

,Or Fall on stairs, steps, or from a height 
All other falls 

Figure 2. Percent of total persons injured by selected types of 
accident, 1971-72. 

Sons per year in 1971-72 and 68.4 in July 
1959June 1961. Falls on stairs, steps, or from a 
height caused 21.7 persons injured per i,oOb 
persons per year in the recent period and a rate 
of 24.4 in the earlier period. All other falls had 
rates of injury of 45.3 and 44.0, respectively, in 
each period. Falls accounted for about one in 
each five injuries in 1971-72 (21.5 percent of 
the total persons injured contrasted with 26.8 
percent of the total in the earlier period, figure 2 
and table B). 

Falls, together with four other causes of 
injury, account for about 50.9 percent of all per-
sons injured in 1971-72 and about 56.1 percent 
in July 1959-June 1961. These four leading 
causes in 1971-72 and their rates per 1,000 per-
sons and percent of the total are as follows: 

Incidence Percent 
rate per of total 

1,000 persons persons 
per year injured 

Bumpedinto object or 
person . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. 27.8 8.9 

Moving motor vehicle . . .. .. 23.2 7.4 
Cutting or piercing 

instrument . .. . ..*........*a. 20.6 6.6 
Struck by moving object . . . 20.2 6.5 

When these leading causes of accideins are 
examined by age in table 2, there are distinct 
differences in age distribution. Moving motor 
vehicle had a peak rate in the age group 17-24 
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years. Falls on stairs, steps, or from a height 
occurred most frequently among children under 
6, and all other falls were bimodal-high among 
persons under 17 years and among persons 65 
years and over. The other three leading causes of 
injury-cutting or piercing instrument, bumped 
into object or person, and struck by moving ob­
ject-had their highest rate among children 6-16 
years of age. 

Complication of medical/surgical procedure1 
was not a leading cause of persons injured with a 
rate of 12.1 per 1,000 persons per year, but it 
had one of the highest age-sp&ifiT rates-that of 
41.5 for children under 6 years of age. About 
35.6 p&cent of all injuries attributed to compli­
cations occurred in young children under 6 years 
(873,000 of the 2,455,OOO shown in table 2). 
Most of these injuries resulted from reactions to 
vaccination, immunization, or other injections 
such as a “flu shot.” Among all ages this same 
,type of reaction accounted for 54.3 percent of 
the 2,455,OOO complications assigned to this 
cause. 

The second leading cause of complications 
was “other complications of surgical procedure” 
(adhesions, digestive symptoms associated with 
gallbladder removal, etc.), with 21.7 percent of 
all complications. 

During 197 1 and 1972 the incidence rate of 
persons injured for males of 370.5 per 1,000 
males per year was about 43.9 percent higher 
than that of 257.4 for females (table 3). It is of 
interest that there was no appreciable sex differ­
ence for falls, moving motor vehicle, or cutting 
or piercing instruments. However, for the other 
two leading causes-bumped into person or ob­
ject and struck by moving object-the incidence 
rates were substantially higher for males than 
females. 

’ Complication of medical/surgical procedure is not 
shown on cards Y and Z because most of the conditions 
coded to ICDA categories N997, N998, and N999 are 
reported in interviews as symptoms or illness rather than 
as injuries. For instance, child may have a fever or head-
ache after receiving some immunization injection (e.g, 
for influenza or measles). The reaction is coded to 
N999.5, other serumreaction in the ICDA. Because such 
conditions are not reported as injuries as such, most of 
these do not have answers in the accident questions 
20-26 of the condition page (see appendix III). 

The incidence rates of persons injured were 
somewhat different by place of residence (table : 
4). Persons living in metropolitan areas (SMSA’s) , 
reported an annual incidence of persons injured 
of 321.4 per 1,000 persons. This rate was about 
9 percent higher than that for persons living out-
side SMSA’s. Falls were the leading cause of 
injury in each residential category. Together 
with falls, the same four leading causes 
mentioned earlier caused about half of the total 
persons injured in each group. 

The number of persons injured per 1,000 
persons per year varied to some extent by geo­
graphic region (table 5). The West and North. 
Central Regions had substantially higher rates 
than did the Northeast and South Regions. The 
same leading causes of injiu’y as mentioned 
above accounted for a similiar percentage of the 
totals in each region, ranging from 49.8 percent 
in the North Central Region to 52.3 percent in 
the Northeast and West Regions. 

There was comparatively little variation in 
the incidence rates of persons injured between 
the two lower and the two higher income groups 
shown in table 6. However, when the income 
groups under $10,000 and $10,000 or more are 
compared, the number of persons injured per 
1,000 persons per year for the higher income 
group is substantially greater than the rate for 
the lower income group. As shown in table 1, 
higher rates among children (who are found in 
greater proportions in the higher family income 
group) contribute substantially to this excess. 
Falls are the leading cause of injury in each of 
the four income groups and combined with the J 
other causes specified previously account for 
about half of the injuries in each group. 

It is of interest that persons who have gradu­
ated from high school or have attended college 
had a higher incidence rate of persons injured 
than did persons with lesser education (table 7). 
As shown in table 1, the age-specific rates for 
17-24 and 65 years and over account for this 
excess. The rate for the higher education group 
was about 14 percent higher than that of 254.2 
per 1,000 persons per year for the lower edu­
cational group. This is a reversal of the pattern 
in rates for July 1965-June 1967 where the rates 
were 244.8 for the lower educational group and 
220.3 for the higher educational group. Whether 
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this change in pattern ‘is real or a result of sam­
pling or reporting variability must await re-
porting in later years. 2 Falls caused 24.1 percent 
of the injuries to persons with less than 12 years 
of education and 15.6 percent for the higher 
educational group. The other four leading causes 
for the lower educational group were the same 
as those previously mentioned. However, for the 
higher income group the cause, struck by 
moving object is not a leading cause; it was re-
placed by the cause-twisted or stumbled-with 
1.3 million persons injured. Another cause, one-
time lifting or exertion, also accounted for 1.3 
million persons injured for this education group. 

PERSONS INJURED BY 
CLASS, PLACE, AND DETAILED 

TYPE OF ACCIDENT 

Persons injured are classified in four general 
classes: moving motor vehicle accidents with 
traffic accidents as a subclass, accidents oc­
curring while at work, accidents occurring in the 
home, and other accidents. The term accidents is 
broadly used to include other kinds of mishaps, 
such as effects of exposure, poisonings, compli­
cations of medical/surgical procedures, or nonac­
cidental violence, for instance, attempted sui­
cide. The classes of accident are not mutually 
exclusive; for example a person may be injured 
in a moving motor vehicle accident while he is at 
work, or a person may be injured while at work 
in the home. 

Tables 8 and 9 show that 8.8 million persons 
were injured while at work and 24.0 million per-
sons were injured in the home. The leading cause 
of work injuries was falls with a combined inci­
dence rate of 16.0 per 1,000 currently employed 
persons per year (table C). Other leading causes 
and their incidence rates were: one-time lifting 
or exertion-l 2.5, machinery in operation-l 1.3, 
cutting or piercing instrument-l 1.0, and struck 
by moving object-l 0.4. These causes accounted 

, for about 55 percent of all persons injured while 
at work. 

2During 1973 the incidence rate for persons injured 
with 12 or more years of education of 275.0 per 1,000 
persons per year was higher than that of 232.7 for the 
lower educational group. 

Interviewed persons were asked, ‘Where did 
the accident happen ?” Table ‘10 shows that the 
24.0 million home accidents occurred approx­
imately equally inside and outside the home, 
that is, in the adjacent premises of the house-
the lawn, driveway, garden, etc. Falls were the 
leading cause of injury both inside and outside 
the home. They accounted for 31.1 percent of 
the total inside the home and 28.7 percent out-
side the home. By definition, all of the traffic 
accidents occurred on streets and highways, and 
they account for 48.4 percent of the total per-
sons injured at this place. The next leading cause 
was “all other falls” with 15.2 percent of the 
total. Falls were the leading cause of injury at 
school and at places of recreation. 

PERSONS INJURED BY 
MEASURES OF IMPACT OF INJURY 

All of the 63.4 million persons injured were 
either medically attended or restricted their 
usual activities for at least 1 day. This follows 
because injuries not requiring either of these ac­
tions are not included in the data from the 
Health Interview Survey. Injury may also cause 
persons to stay in bed, lose time from work or 
school, or to be hospitalized. Each of these three 
measures of impact of injury is included in the 
activity restricting category shown in table 11. 
About 57.3 percent of the persons injured re­
quired activity restriction as a result of their 
injury. About two of each five persons with ac­
tivity restriction also experienced bed disability. 
The same proportion lost time from work or 
school. Although not shown in the tables, an 
estimated 2,588,OOO of the persons injured were 
hospitalized as a result of the injury.3 

A distribution of the measures of impact of 
.mjury for each detailed type of accident is pre­
sented in table 12. About one-fourth of the falls 
required bed disability for at least 1 day. Falls 

%he annual estimate of persons injured is based on 
injuries reported to have occurred during a P-week refer­
ence period immediately prior to the household inter-
view. The estimate of 2,588,OOO hospitalizations is based 
on the number of persons who were injured during the 
S-week reference period and required inpatient care in a 
hospital. 
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Table C. Average annual number of persons injured while at work and number of persons
injured per 1,000 currently
United States, 1971 and 1972

employed persons per year, by detailed type of accident: 

Average number Number of persons 
Detailed type of accident of persons injured injured 

per 
while at 

work 1,000while at work in 
. currently employedthousands 

Total persons injured'-----------------

Moving motor vehicle2--------------------
Injured person outside vehicle---------------

Injured person inside vehicle
in or out------------------'--------------

or getting 

Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles 
on roadway ----_------_--------______________ 

Ban off roadway -----------------___----------
Accident not on roadway---------------------­
other and unknown-_----------_---------------

All other accidents----------------------
Uncontrolled fire or explosion---------------
Discharge of firearm-------------------------
Nonmotor vehicle in motion-------------------
Machinery in operation-----------------------

Cutting or piercing instrument-;;-;;;;;------
Fz=;$gebody in eye, windpIpe,------------_-----_-_________________ 
Injury caused by animal or insect------------
Fall on stairs, steps, or from a height------
All other falls ----------------__-_----------
Bumped into object or person-----------------
Struck by moving object----------------------
Handled or stepped on rough object-----------
Caught in, pinched, or crushed between 

mo objects---------------------------------

Came in contact with hot object or
substance-----------------------------------

One-time lifting or exertion-----------------
Twisted or stumbled _-_--_--------___---------
Other---------------------------------------­
unknown-------------------------------------­

persons per year 

8,785 111.4 

*287 *3.6
*59 *0.7 

*228 *2.9 

*112 *1.4
*- Jr, 

*39 *0.5 
*78 *1.0 

107.8
*0.5

*, 
*0.2 
11.3 
11.0 

658 8.3 
*70 *0.9
568 
697 z 

713 
581: 10.4 

Jr325 *4.1 

*265 *3.4 

*233 *3.0 
986 12.5 

*295 *3.7
612 
581 2:: 

lExcluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medi­
cal attention. 

21ncludes injured persons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 

on stairs, steps, or from a height had a higher 
percentage of bed disability than did other falls. 
About 40.2 percent of persons injured in moving 
motor vehicle accidents sustained bed disability. 

DISABILITY DAYS 
DUE TO INJURY 

Tables 13-17 present estimates of disability 
days due to injury. These annual estimates of 

disability include days of restricted activity asso­
ciated with the injuries reported in the interview 
as well as days associated with old injuries and 
impairments resulting from injuries sustained ia 
the past that caused disability during the 2 
weeks prior to interview week. An estimated av­
erage of 557,527,OOO days of restricted activity 
due to injury occurred in 1971 and 1972. A 
restricted activity day is one on which a person 
has to cut down on his usual activities for the 
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Table D. Average annual number of days of restricted activity due to injury and number 
of days per 100 persons per year by detailed type of accident: United States, 1971 
and 1972 

. . 
Days ofDays of restrictedrestrictedDetailed type of accident activity in activity per 

thousands 100 persons 
per year 

Total persons injured---------------------------- 557,527 274.3 
l-

Moving motor vehicle1 ---------_----------__________ 45.5
Injured person outside vehicle------------------------- 5.2 

Injured person inside vehicle or getting in or out- 40.0
Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway-- 32;: 25.8Ran off roadway---------------------------------------- 12:120 
Accident not on roadway -----------_---__-__------------ 4,889 2:
Other and unknown-------------------------------------- 11,774 5:8 

All other accidents 465,136 228.8
Uncontrolled fire or explosion------------------------- 3,774
Discharge of firearm ------___--_________--------------- 6,677 31::

Nonmotor vehicle in motion 8,379

Machinery in operation --------__----------------------- 10,434 9::.

Cutting or piercing instrument-------------------------

Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or other orifice-------- 1;, go”: 

42

Injury caused by animal or insect---------------------- 4;200 2:1

Fall on stairs, steps, or from a height---------------- 57.230 28.2
All other falls---------------------------------------- 107 ; 211 52.7
Bumped into object or person--------------------------- 30,330 14.9

Struck by moving object ------------------_------------- 20,100

Handled or stepped on rough object--------------------- 5,192 E 

Caught in, pinched, or crushed between two objects----- 5,708 2:8

Came in contact with hot object or substance----------- *2,462 *1.2

One-time lifting or exertion --------------_--_--------- 30,693 15.1

Twisted or stumbled --------------------________________ 18,595 9.1

Complication of medical/surgical procedure------------- 58,020 298:;

Other ------------------_------------------------------- 19,568

Unknown 61,077 30:o 


'Includes injured persons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 

whole day due to the current effects of a new or 
old injury. Days of bed disability and days lost 
from work or school are also considered to be 
days of restricted activity. The converse is not 
necessarily true, since a person may restrict his 
usual daily activity but not require bed-stay or 
time lost from work or school. The estimate of 
days lost from work is restricted to days for 
persons in the currently employed population at 
the time of interview. Thus, it does not include 
any days resulting from injury for which the 

injured person was no longer able to work at a 
job or business at the time of interview. Days 
lost from school are also restricted to a defined 
population group-that is the school-age popu­
lation 6-16 years of age. 

Since the main emphasis in this report is 
placed on the information on detailed type of 
accident, the discussion of disability days will be 
limited to that in tables D and E. Table E is 
limited to the leading causes of injury because 
the small number of disability’days (other than 
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Table E. Average annual number of days of disability 
persons per year for the leading causes of 

l-

Bumped into object or 

&%rmotor vehicle-­
Cutting or piercing

instr~ent-----------
Struck by moving

object --------------m 

Days Days Days
of re- of bed lost 

stricted dis­ from 
activity ability work' 

557,527 158,610 86,139 

164,442 46,029 21,916 

57,230 14,955 9,536
107,211 31,075 12,380 

30,330 7,555 4,145
92,391 30,126 17,080 

12,680 *2,168 1,947 

20,100 3,747 4,792 

1Currently employed persons 17 years and older. 
2Children 6-16 years. 

restricted activity) for other causes of injury 
have too large a sampling error to be presented. 
Falls caused an average of 164.4 million days of 
restricted activity during 1971 and 1972, 46.0 
million days spent in bed, 21.9 million days lost 
from work among the currently employed popu­
lation, and- 3.8 million days lost from school 
among persons 6-16 years of age. 

Another way of examining these data 1s to 
estimate the average duration of disability re­
sulting from the injury. The average duration is 
computed by dividing the number of days of 
disability by the number of injuries sustained. 
For 1971 and 1972 the average duration of bed 
disability from falls on stairs, steps, or from a 
height was 3.4 days. Corresponding data from 
the earlier reports for July 1959-June 1961 
shows an average duration of 4.5 days. Average 
duration for all other falls was 3.4 days in bed 
per injury compared with 3.0 days for the earlier 
data. Average duration of bed disability for the 
other leading causes of injury are, as follows: 

Leading causes 
of injury 

Total persons 
~jured--------

Falls ________ ‘-i---
Fall on stairs, steps, 

or from a height-----
All other falls------­

due to injury and number 
injury: United States, 1971 

I I I 
Days Days Days
lost of re- of bed 
from stricted dis­

school! activity ability 

Number of days 
persons per 

15,116 274.3 78.0 

3,757 80.9 22.6 

*1,2a9
2,468 

28.2 
52.7 

7.4 
15.3 

2,160
*1,589 

14.9 
45.5 12:'8 

* 6.2 *1.1 
* 9.9 1.8 

of days per 100 
and 1972 

I 
Days Days
lost lost 
from from 
work' schoo? 

per 100 
year 

109.3 33.9 

27.8 8.4 

*2.9 
E*71 5.5. 

4.8
251:; *3.6 

2.5 * 

6.1 * 

Days in bed 
Moving motor vehicle . .................................. 8x4 
Bumped into object or person...................... 1.8 
Cutting or piercing instrument..................... 0.5 
Struckby moving object .............................. 0.9 

Similar information on average duration of re­
stricted activity resulting from the leading causes , 
of injury are as follows: 

Days of 
restricted 
activity 

Fall on stairs, steps, or from a height ............ 13.0 
All other falls .................................. ......... ..... 11.6 
Movingmotorvehicle ......................... ........... 19.6 
Bumped into object or person....................... 
Cutting or piercing instrument ...................... iii-t 
Struckby moving object ................ ............... 419 

The average duration of restricted activity or 
bed disability for the leading causes of injury are 
relatively short. The longest average duration of 
restricted activity based on data in tables D and 
2 was for uncontrolled fire or explosion with an 
average of 40.6 days. 

000 
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2,432 

13,809 3,189 3,795 4,195 

389.3 274.5 223.5 

418.6 

Table 1. Average annual number of persons injured end number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year, by 
age and selected characteristics: United States, 1971-72 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and infornmtion on the reliability of the c#ti-
mates arc given in appendix 1. Deiinitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

= 

Characteristic All Under 6 6-16 17-24 25-44 45-64 65 years 
ages years years years years years and we:: 

-
Average nuaber of persons injured in thousands' 

163,400 8,289 17,493 10,745 13,907 8,806 4,160 
-

SC3X-
Male-------------------------------------------
Female----------------------------------------- 36,314

27,085 
4,837
3,452 

10,485
7,008 

6,807
3,938 

8,396
5,511 

4,022
4,784 

1,766
2,392 

Place of residence 
All sMSA---------------------------------------
outside sMSA----------------------------------- 4x2, 

5,670
2,619 

11,042
6,451 

7,018
3,727 

9,425
4,481 

6,110
2,696 :%, 

Geographic region 
Northeast--------------------------------------
North Central--------------.--------------------
south------------------------------------------
west-------------------------------------------

13,158 
18,297
3L% 

1,845 
22%
1:697 

3,336 
?75::
3:798 

23%; 

& , 

2,702 
44%
2:950 

2,101 
2,632
1,641 

a76 
11%

'669, 
Family income 

LOSS than $5,000------------------------------- 12,226 1,415 2,244 2,957 1,580 1,600 9;;$5,ooo-$g,ggg 3,185 4,24510,000-$14,ggg-------------------------------~ x% I%; 2'9952 2,333 f %f I% 341 
t 15,000 or more-------------------------------- 12:782 (141 41400 1,621 , 2;237 362 

Education of individual-17 years and over 
Less than 12 years----------------------------- . . . . . .12 years.or more------------------------------- 23,388 . . . . . . 7,284 10,052 4,574 2%, 

Number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year 
All persond’ 311.9 393.6 391.8 386.2 289.2 209.7 211.8--

Sex-

Female----------------------------------------- 257.4 f;;;.; . %-74. 269.7 221.0 216.9 210.0 
Place of residence 

All sMSA---------------------------------------
outside USA----------------------------------- 9%:. 2%: . %-Z. 380.5 296.7 184.0 21%;. 

Geographic region 
Northeast--------------------------------------
North Central----------------------------------
south------------------------------------------

fX 
299:3 

395.5 
338.0 

331.2 
%4 

364.1 
SE 

239.5 
%-i 

194.8 
%3 

172.6 
$i*$ 

west------------------------------------------- 364.4 451.0 481:6 44218 339:2 22716 22i37 

Family income 
Less than $5,000-------------------------------

5,ooo-$g ggg----------------------------------
1o,ooo-$i4,ggg~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

t 15,UGU or more--------------------------------
298.9
23% 
333:9 

%?
424:0 
467.0 

%it
396:2 
340.3 

288.7
5:E 
28711 

%Z
la917 
237.7 

1391
22412 
25a.a 

Education of individual-17 years and over 

Male------------------------------------------- 370.5 514.8 362.5 201.7 214.4 

Less than 12 years----------------------------- 254.2 . . . . . . 357.8 284.6 %i+i 2oc.a12 years or more------------------------------- 289.7 . . . .., 397.5 294.2 . 251.0 
-

'Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.
27,ncludes unknown income end education. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 

When a fi re is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining w:.th 
other ccl i s. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is at least
350,000. 
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15:6 

I Table 2. Average annual nomber of persons injured end number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year, by age and detailed 
type of accident: United States, 1971-72 

[Data arc bucd on l~n~ula~ld intcrvic~ ol the civilian. nuninstitutionalized population. The rurwy dc&.gcnc@ qualificationr. and information on tbc reliability olthe crtimntcr arc given in ap 
pcndix 1. Definitions cd terms arc given in appendix II] 

-
All Under 6 6-16 17-24 25-44 45-64 6Sdyeva;Detailed type of accident ages Y~Z7ZS Y&¶?CS years ~~EOX years 

Average nlrmber of persons injured in thousands’ 
Tot.1 persons inj”~d------------------------------------ t 

63,400 8.289 17,493 10,745 13,907 8,806 4,160 

H,,.,N ,,,otor vehicle*-------------------------------------- 4,722 X148 884 1,560 1,267 673 *191 
1njur.d p.r,,,,, outride vLhicle--------------------------------- 437 *34 *133 *76 *117 *40 *37 

4,210 *113 735 1,465 

B- ,,ff between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway----------Collimionro.dw.y------------------------------------------------
&&,,,,t n.,t ,,,, roadway----------------------------------------
0th.r .,,d unkno~an----------------------------------------------

2,363
559 
467 
822 

*76
*-

*19 
*1s 

*307 
*14s

*a0 
*200 

752 
*247 
*202 
*264 

626 
*145 
*130
*249 

523
*19
*17 
*55 

*78*.. 
*20 
*35 

All other Iccidants---------------------------------------- 50,677 8,142 16,609 9,185 12,640 8,133 3,969 
fj,,~on&t,lled fire or explosion---------------------------------
,,i,&.rg. ,,f firu.nn-------------------------------------------
“*mot,,= vd,icle j,,, motion-------------------------------------
u.&h.ry in opc~~tion-----------------------------------------
clJttf,“g *t piercing in*t-ent---------------------------------

*93
*155

1,205 

*-

*2% 

*3:i 

*-
*37 
783
*go 

*40
*18 
*5a 
374 
741 

*53
*100
X98 
t 2 

*-
*;i 

*23x 

*-
*;i
*3b

*191 

Injured person inside vehicle or getting in or out--------- =I== 1,150 614 *133 

?orai~ body in .ye windpi e, or other orifice---------------- *230 ‘4:x *333 *165 *56
1” ury caused by .n&,,el or Pn*eft------------------------------ 530 827 *211 23 *210
F. i 1 on atairs, steps, or fran e height------------------------ 1,236 433 775 2: *283All ,,th,r f.lla------------------------------------------------ 2,812 1,085 1,217 1,;;; y:sB”,,p.d i,,to obj.ct or person-----------------------------------

:%i 1,;;~ 1,051gtmck by moviw object-------------------------------------- 750 356 *112 
oxHadled 

inn. 
.tep ad ori rough obj,,t,-------,-------------------- *330 '827 367 441 *251 *93


ceaht pint Red, or crushed between two objects------------- *258 375 *145 *295 *130

Cmnain contact with hot object or substance------------------- *288 

mi,f.d 

01 axerti**----------------------------------- *- z:;$ *la7 *265 *133 *E

one-rim* 01lifti,t”,,,“%l.d-------------------------------------------- 937 817 *71 


Complic&.ion of m.dicsl/surgical ptocedure---------------------
*19 1,;;; 2:: 695 434 *9a 


*305 373 *278 *150oth.r---------------------------------------------------------- ::2 677 398 842 493 377
1,000 1,371 1,812 2,522 1,200 719 

Number of p,ersens in: :ed per ,000 persons per Ye ‘Qz 
Total perlo”, fjord------------------------------------ 311.9 393.6 391.8 209.7 211.8 

23.2 *7.0 19.8 lb.0 *9.7 

I,,jurrd p.rson ootside vehicls-------------------------------- 2.2 *1.6 *3.0 *1.0 *1.9 
Injured perron inside vehicle or getting in or out--------- 20.7 *5.4 16.5 14.6 *6.8 

Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway---------- 11.6 *3.6 *6.9 27.0 13.0 12.5 *4.0 p.m off ro.dw.y------------------------------------------------ *- x3.3 X8.9 *3.0 *0.5 *-
&cu.“t not 0” tordwap--------------------------------------- 2’2 *0.9 *1.a *7.3 *2.7 *0.4 *1.0
otlmr .,,d unknorn---------------------------------------------- 4:o *0.9 *4.5 *9.5 *5.2 *1.3 *1.a 

268.7 386.6 372.0 330.1 262.8 193.7 202.1 
mcontrolled firs or explorion------------.--------------------- x0.5 *- *- *1.4 *1.1 *, *-

Diml,a~e of fin.rm-------------------------------------------

Wmot.or v.hicl. in motion------------------------------------- *0.8 

*lo% 
*o.a *O.b *2.1 

*0.5 
*- *-


17.5 *2.1 *2.0 *1.2
)trchfn.ry in op.r.tion----------------------------------------- 20:6 *2.0 13.4 *7.4 *1.8c@lti”g *If pi*rcing instruncnt--------------------------------- 2-x 

*141; 34.6 26.6 1% *9.7 
Inpy cru#rd by &m.l

windpipe, or other orifice---------------- x10.9 16.1 *12.0 
1E 

g-f2. x2.9Fozem body in .yo 
01 fnrect------------------------------ 18.5 *10.7

Ia 1 on Hz&%. .teps, or from e height------------------------ ::*i? :z 16:l 1E *14.4All other f~lla------------------------------------------------ 69.2B,,q,.d into obj.ct or pet,on----------------------------------- 63:3 2; 39:o 
‘,iG “12-z *9.024.0 ‘3;:; 

2; 8:s *5.7st,x,ck by moving object-------------------------------------- 23.5
Nmdlad or ‘t.p 

I! 
.d on rough objeft--------------,--------------- *15.7 $5 13:2 9.2 *6.0 *4.7

Caught in, pint ed, or crurhed between two objects------------- *12.3 8.4 *5.2 *6.1 *3.1

Cana in contact with hot object 01 gobstance------------------- 2; *13.7*m 

*2.3 *6.7 *5.5 *3.2 $2

On*-tima liftin or exertion----------------------------------- 19.5
‘f,,istad or ‘ix,,, %l.d-------------------------------------------- *0.9 ;z*t 15.2
19.4 E. 10.3 *5:0
Complication of mulicelf8urgic~l pracedure-----------------.--- :2: 41.5 10:7 *11.0 *6.6 *7.6“lrk.h---.----------------------------------------------------- 16:s 30.1 15.2 14.3 1:+ 11.7 19.2 

42.4 47.5 30.7 65.1 5214 28.6 36.6 

‘lbwluded .1~ prrron. with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.
‘Includer injured persons not reported es inside or outside the vehicle. 
UDT6: Reletive stenderd errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 

Niton e figure is shown with u1 asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with other cells. An
astim&* will haw . reletive stendard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is et least 350,000. 
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24:4 *1.5 

Table 3. Average annual number of persons injured and number of persons injured per 1,000 
persons per year, by sex and detailed type of accident: United States, 1971-72 

[Data arc based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. ‘Ihe survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

-
BothDetailed type of accident s~~~~ (1 Male ( Female sexes Male Female 

/III I II 
I 
I 

Average number Number of persons
of persons injured injured per 1,000

in thousands1 persons per year 

Total persons injured------------------ 63,400 36,314 27,085 311.9 370.51 257.4 

Moving motor vehicle2-------------------- 4,722 2,693 2,029 23.2 27.5 19.3 

Injured person outside motor vehicle--------- 437 *248 *190 2.2 *2.5 *1.8 

I;ErdoEte,son inside vehicle or getting 
4,210 2,392 1,818 20.7 24.4 17.3 

Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles on
roadway-------------------------------------

R= off roadway------------------------------
2,363 990 1,373 11.6 10.1 13.0 

559 *151 *1.4
Accident not on roadway---------------------- 467 % *112 I*! 6:5 *1.1
Other and unknown---------------------------- 822 639 *183 4:a *1.7 

All other accidents---------------------- 58,677 33,621 25,056 288.7 343.0 238.1 

U'ncontrolled fire or explosion--------------- *93 *74 *20 *0.5 *0.8 *0.2
Discharge of firearm------------------------- *155 *118 *37 *o.a *1.2 *0.4
Nonmotor vehicle in motion------------------- 1,205 720 485 4.6
Machinery in operation----------------------- 1,270 1,116 *154 2;
Cutting or piercing instrument--------------- 4,194 2,394 1,800 2o:a 122 17.1 
Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or

other orifice------------------------------- 1,465 1,066
Injury caused by animal or insect------------ 2,682 1,333 173';
Fall on stairs, steps, or from a height------ 2,441 2117
All other falls------------------------------ fi%i 4,328 45.2
Bumped into object or person----------------- 5;648 3,783 27.8
Struck by moving object---------------------- 4,104 2,832
Handled or stepped on rough object----------- 2,309 1,363 fol*2.
Caught in, pinched, or crushed between 

two objects--------------------------------- 1,203 815 389
Came in contact with hot object or substance- 994 595 399 2:: 22 i::
One-time lifting or exertion----------------- 2,354 1,620 734 16:5
misted or stumbled-------------------------- 2,890 1,699 1,191 17.3 
Complication of medical/surgical procedure--- 2,455 1,185
Other---------------------------------------- 3,420 2,015 x;: %
unknown-------------------------------------- 8,623 4,125 4:499 4211 42.8 

1Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restr ted activity nor medical at­.~.tention.
21ncludes injured persons not reported as inside or-outside the vehicle. 

NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 
When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose
of combining with other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 
percent when the aggregate is at least 350,000. 

14 



Table 4. Average annual numberofpersons injuredandnumberofpersons injuredperl,OOO persons 
per year, by place of residence and detailed type of accident: United States, 1971-72 

I [Data arc based on household interviews of the civilian, noninst~tutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
informationonthereliabilityof the estimatesaregivenin appendixI.Defiiitionsoftennsare givenina?pendixII] 

Detailed type of accident q:, t:, 

Average number Number of persons
of persons injured injured per 1,000

in thousands1 persons per year 

Total persons injured------------- 63,400 11,935 21,465. 311.9 321.4 294.9 

Moving motor vehicle20-------------- 4,722 3,163 1,559 23.2 24.2 21.4 

Injured person outside vehicle---------- 437 341 *96 2.2 2.6 *1.3 

Injured person inside vehicle or 
getting in or out------------------ 4,210 2,822 1,388 20.7 21.6 19.1 

Collision between 2 or more motor
vehicles on roadway-------------------- 2,;;; 1,;;; 

*201 % . ?: *E 
512

Ran off roadway-------------------------
Accident not on roadway----------------- 467 *284 *183 *2:2 *2.5
Other and unknown----------------------- a22 *330 491 2:; *2.5 6.7 

All other accidents----------------- 58,677 18,771 19,906 288.7 297.2 273.5 

Uncontrolled fire'or explosion---------- *93 *- *93 *0.5 *- *1.3

Discharge of firearms------------------- *155 *58 *96 *0.8 Jro.4 *1.3

Nonmotor vehicle in motion-------------- 1,205 827 378

Machinery tn operation------------------ 1,270 699 571 2; t*z E

Cutting or piercing instrument---------- 4,194 2,640 1,555 20:6 2012 2114

Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or


other orifice-------------------------- 1,465 *347 *4.8

Injury caused by animal or insect------- 2,682 ?;:f 1,031 1::; 1;:; 14.2,Fall on stairs, steps, or from a 

height---------------------------------
All other falls-------------------------

3,209 21.7 24.6 16.4 
46.5 42:;Bumped into object or person------------ !%3 45-i 29.4

Struck by moving object----------------- 2'612 20:2 20.0 20:5
Handled or stepped on rough object------ 1:579 11.4 12.1 10.0
Caught pinched, or crushed

between
in, 

two objects-------------------- 744 459 5.9 5.7 6.3
Came in contact with hot object or

substance------------------------------ 994 449 545 
One-time lifting or exertion------------ 2,354 1,545 809 ;;:i ;;:i 21
misted 01: stumbled--------------------- 2,890 2,081 809 . . 11:1
Complication of medical/surgical

procedure------------------------------ 2,455 1,681 774 12.1 12.9 10.6
Other----------------------------------- 3,420 2,262 1,159 16.8 17.3 15.9
Unknown---------_-----_----------------- '8,623 5,717 2,907 42.4 43.8 39.9 

'Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical at­
tention. 

21ncludes injured persons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 

When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose
of combining with other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 
percent when the aggregate is at least 350,000. 
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Table 5. Average annual number of persons injured and number of persons injured 1,000 persons per year, by
geographic region and detailed type of accident: United States, 

per
1971-72 

[Dataarebared onhouseholdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information cm the reliability uf the 
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

All North- N$Eth South West regions east tral
Detailed type of accident regions east tral 

All North- ";T" south West 

Average number of persons
injured in thousands1 

Number of persons injured per
1,000 persons per year 

Total persons injured----- 63,400 .3,158 1,297 326.4 364.4 

Moving motor vehicle'------- 4,722 821 1,350 1,464 1,087 23.2 24.1 23.1 30.6 

Injured person outside vehicle-- 437 *56 *92 *58 *232 2.2 *1.6 *0.9 *6.5 

Injured person inside 
in orvehicle or gettingout------------------------ 4,210 746 1,237 1,371 856 20.7 21.6 24.1 

Collision between 2 or more 
motor vehicles on roadway------&,,, off roadway-----------------

Accident not on roadway---------other and un~-m------------w 

442 849 712
*94 *92 *229 

*117 *153
*93 *143 f2 

11.6 9.2 15.1 11.2
*2.0 *1.6 X3.6

E *2.4 *2.7 *1.2
4:o *1.9 *2.6 5.6 

All other accidents--------- 58,677 !2,338 5,947 L1,854 288.7 256.0 102.4 276.2 333.8 

Dncontrolled fire or explosion-- *93 *, *20 *56 *la *0.5 *, *0.4 *0.5
Discharge of firearm------------ *155 *79 *76 *o.a *- *1.4
Nonmotor vehicle in motion------ *2% *312 *251 3% *5.6 *5.6 18:;
Machinery in operation---------- %I *296 *325 463 *la7 292 *6.1 *5.0 *5.3
Cutting or piercing instrument-- 4:194 761 1,292 1,214 927 20:6 15.8 23.1 26.1 

or other
body in eye, windpipe, 

1,465 *147 493 *316 7.2 8.8 8.0
Foreign 

orifice---------------
Injury caused by animal or 

2,682 531 817 926 408 13.2 14.6 14.6insect-------------------------
Fall on stairs, steps, or

f,-,", a height------------------
All other falls----------------- 4,403 1,008 1,118 21.7 20.9 22.3 17.6

2,327 2,864 x52: 45.3 48.3 40.3
Bumped into object or person---- I?%:: 1,242 1,601 1:oa4 27.8 25.8 30.7 2;
Struck by moving object--------- 4:104 723 1,251 885 20.2 15.0 22.2 19:7
Handled or stepped on rough 

2,309 641 46aobject-------------------------

Caught in, pinched, or crushed 
1,203 *141 404 *328 7.2 *5.2between two objects------------

Came in contact with hot
object or substance------------ 377 *2aa *ii0 

G.96 
*3.6

One-time liftinn or exertion---- 12.3
Twisted or stu&ed------------- % E: 2;; 14:2 13.0 
Complication of medical/

surgical procedure-------------
1,198 2:: :t*81Other--------------------------- 906 

unknown------------------------- 2,408 1,613 42:4 

'Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention. 
21ncludes injured persons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 

When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with
other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent with the aggregate is at least
350,000. 
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Table 6. Average annual number of persons injured and number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year by family income
and detailed type of accident: United States, 1971 

l1M.1 NC b.aed $3”B~~u~cb~~ld’intc~ierM of die cidlian. noninstitution&zcd population. The suwey design, general qualifications, and information on the rcliabilily of the cstimatcs arc given 
in appendix I. Definitions of terms UC given in appendix II] 

All Less than $5,000- $15,000Detailed type of accident incomes' $5,000 $9,999 or mcire 

Average number of 
persons injured in thousands* 

Total persons injured------------------------------------, 12,226 12,782 

Moving motor .,ehicle 3--------------------------------------, 831 871 
Injured person outside vehicle---------------------------------. *114 *134 

Injured person inside vehicle or getting or out------------. 696 718 
Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway-----------
R.,, off roadway------------------------------------------------.
Accident not on roadway----------------------------------------.
other and unknown----------------------------------------------. 

2,;;; 
467
822 

400 571 867
*112 *167 *130

*35 *78
*148 *206 z;",: 

*344 
*149

*97
*128 

All other accidents----------------------------------------. 58,677 11,395 17,003 15,260 i1,9n 
U,-,controlled fire 01: explosion----------------------------------
$,charge 4f-firearm---l----------------------------------------
Nonmotor vehicle in motion -----_-___-_-__-______________________
Machinery irk operation------------------------------------------
cutting or piercing instrument----------------------------------

*93 
*155 

*37 *2a *36 
*78 *- *56

*207 *262 367
*140 

1,g 
510 *308 

*-
*21

*331
*176

649 1,;;; 778
Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or other orifice----------------- *160 *326In ury caused by animal or insect------------------------------- 533 731 509
Fa1.1 on stairs, steps, or from a height------------------------- 1,006 1,264 619

All other falls-------------------------------------------------

Bumped into object or person------------------------------------ 5,648 

2,;;: 
:%~ 2% 
Struck by moving obje,t--------------_--------------------------- 700 

'2: q;t
Handled or stepped on rough object------------------------------ 2% 355

Caught in, pinched, or crushed between two objects-------------- 1:203 *53 *265 *347

Camain contact with hot object or substance-------------------- 994 *201 *285 *114
One-time lifting or exertion------------------------------------ 2,354 352 594
'fwisted or stumbled--------------------------------------------- 475 %

Complication of medical/surgical procedure---------------------- 520 iii:: 429
Othar----------------------------------------------------------- 761 730 763
u*known--------------------------------------------------------- 1,908 2,330 1,702 


Number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year 
Total persons injured------------------------------------- 311.9 298.9 293.9 336.8 333.9 

Moving motor vehicle 3 23.2 20.3 18.6 22.8 
Injured person outside vehicle---------------------------------- 2.2~ *2..! *1.8 *1.5 *3.5 

Injured person inside vehicle or getting in or out---------- 20.7 17.c 16.5 29.3 18.8 
Colli8lon between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway----------- 11.6 9.8 9.2 17.4 *9.0R.,, off ro.dway------------------------------------------------- *2.7 =i= *2.7 *2.6 *3.9Accident not on roadway----------------------------------------- x-: *0.9 *1.3 *4.0 *2.5
Other and unknown----------------------------------------------- 4:o *3.6 *3.3 *5.3 *3.3 

Al1 other accidents----------------------------------------- 288.7 278.6 275.3 305.9 311.1 
&,controll,,d 

of 
fire or explosion---------------------------------- *0.5 *0.9 x0.3 *0.7 *,


Di,&.rge firearm-------------------------------------------- X0.8 *1.9 *- *1.1 x0.5

Nor,mc,tor vehicle in motion-------------------------------------- *5.1 x4.2 7.4 *8.6
Machinery in operation------------------------------------------ 2; *3.4 *6.2 *4.6

Cutting or piercing instrument---------------------------------- 20:6 15.9 2% 22.2 20.3 

Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or other orifice----------------- *3.9 *8.5

In ury cau.usedby animal or insect------------------------------- 1:-i 13.0 1;s 1X-Y 13.3

l+*1 1 on stairs, steps, or from a height------------------------- 21:7 2217 25:3 16.2
All other falls------------------------------------------------- %I 39.0 47.7 39.9
Bumped into object or person------------------------------------ %?i "L;:; 25.1 28.1 39.4
Struck by moving object----------------------------------------- 2o:i . 18.3 28.2
Hmdled 01 step ed on rough object------------------------------ 11.4 

*p; 
z:-: 11.2 11.9


Caught in, pint Eed, or crushed between two objects-------------- 814 *5.3

Csml! in contact with hot object or substance-------------------- 29' *4:9 *5.4 *5.7 :;*o'

o*a-timcl lifting 01: exertion------------------------------------ 11:6 11:7

Twi,tad or stumbled--------------------------------------------- 14.2 l"1.2 :z E-Z

Complication of medical/surgical procedure---------------------- 12.1 12:7 lo:6 13:8 212.;

other----------------------------------------------------------- 16.8 18.6 16.8 14.6 19:9
uhknown--------------------------------------------------------- 42.4 46.6 32.3 46.7 44.5 


;Includss unknown income.
,Excludsd are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.

Includes injured persons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 

When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with other cells. 
An estimate will have a relative standard error less then 30 percent when the aggregate is at least 350,000. 
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Table 7. Average annual number of persons injured 17 years of age and over and number of persons
injured per 1,000 persons per year by education of individual and detailed type of accident:
United States, 1971-72 

[Data arc based on household’intcrviews of the civilian; noninstitutionakcd population. The survey design, general qualifications. and information on 
the reliabaility of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

All Less 12 All Less 12 
Detailed type of accident educational than years educational than years

12 or 12 orgroups1 years more groups l years more 

Average number of persons Number of persons injured
injured in thousands2 per 1,000 persons per year 

years and over--------------- 37,618 -3,809 23,388 273.5 254.2 289.7 

Moving motor vehicle3-----------
Injured person outside vehicle------

3,691
*270 

1,127 2,546
Jr137 *133 

26.8
Jr2.0 

20.7 
*2.5 

31.5 
*1.6 

Injured person inside vehicle 
or getting in or out-----------

Collision between 2 or more motor 
3,362 968 2,376 24.4 17.8 29.4 

vehicles on roadway----------------
-n off roadway---------------------
Accident not on roadway-------------
Other and unknown-------------------

542 1,419
*108 *303 

*73 *296 
*245 358 

%.
2:: 

10.0
*2.0 
*1.3 
*4.5 

17.6 
*3.8 
*3.7 

4.4 

All other accidents------------- 33,927 12,682 20,842 246.7 233.4 258.1 

Total persons injured-17 

Uncontrolled fire or explosion------ *93 *18 *75 *0.7 *0.3 *0.9
Discharge of firearm---------------- *118 *60 *58 *0.9 *1.1 *0.7
Nonmotor vehicle in motion---------- *203 *19 *184 *1*5 *0.3 *2.3
Machinery in operation-------------- 1,180 419 762 
Cutting or piercing instrument------ 2,336 941 1,377 1YJ 1::: 1;:::
Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or

other orifice---------------------- 963 *242 702 *4.5
Injury caused by animal or insect--- 1,325 441 866 3:: 8.1 1::;
Fall on stairs, steps, or from 
All

a height 2,056 1,137 881 14.9 20.9 10.9other falls--------------------- 5,063 2,191 2,768 36.8 34.3
Bumped into object or person-------- 2,873 804 20.9 % 
Struck by moving object------------- 1,910 692 1'0251ii 13.9 12:7 3 .,
Handled or stepped on rough

object -_--------------__----------- 1,153 369 784 8.4 6.8 9.7
Caught in, 

~0
pinched, or crushed 

570 *196 355 4.1 *3.6 4.4between objects----------------
Came in contact with hot object

or substance----------------------- *265 *337 *4.9 *4.2
One-time lifting or exertion-------- 925 1,323 1X 17.0 16.4
misted 01: stumbled----------------- 423 1,345 12:9 7.8 16.7 
Complication of medical/surgical
procedure ‘, 105 440 644

Other-------------------------------
‘, 109 952 1,102 1K l?:: 1X 

Unknown-----------------------------
‘9 25: 2,149 4,010 4515 39:6 49:7 

ZIncludes unknown education. _ - __ _ _-Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical atten­
tion. 

3Includes injured persons not reported as inside or outside vehicle. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 

when a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the -urpose of 
combining with other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 3 0 percent
when the aggregate is at least 350,000. 
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Table 8. Average annual number of persons injured and number of persons 
1971-72

per 1,000 persons per year, by
class of accident, sex, and age: United States, 

injured 

[ 1l.1t.1 xw I~mrd on huusrhold intcrvicws of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualiIkations, and information on the reliability of the 
estimates are ~given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in ‘appendix IX] 

All 
Moving motor vehicle 

WhileSex and age classes at work HOl lE Other 
Total Traffic 

Both sexes cAverage number of persons injured in thousands' 
All ages------------------------------- 63.400 I 4,722 

’ 
8,785 24,012 27,807 

"n&r 6 years-------------------------------- 8,289 *148 *110 . . . 5,3966-16 years----------------------------------. 17,493 884 692 . . .17-24 years---------------------------------. 10,745 1,560 1,300 2,7072&!+4 years---------------------------------. 1;,;;; 1,g; 1,029 3,826
45-64 years---------------------------------. 638 
65 years and over---------------------------. 4:160 *191 *134 '2;;; 


MalL 
All ages-_______________-________________ 36,314 I 2,693 2,135 7,583 11,855 15,667 

Under 6 years-------------------------------- 4,837 *56 *38 . . . 3,060 1,821ab-16_d years----------------------------------- *346 . . . 3,;;; 6,24617-24 years---------------------------------- l~,~~; 2;: 738 2,490 2,87525-44 years---------------------------------- 8:396 856 672 3,382 1,848 2,852 
65 years and over---------------------------- X%82, *93 *54 *147 948 

Female 
All ages--------------------------------- 27,085 I 2,029 1,768 12,157 12,140 

Under 6 years --__-_-_-----_-_----____________
6-16 years----------------------------------- x% 

*91 *73
*346 

. . . 

. . . 
1,103
3,827 

45-64 years---------------------------------- *306 *287 1,564 1,212 1,g; 

17-24 years---------------------------------- 3’938 2% 
272 

*217 1,984
25-44 years---------------------------------- 51511 
45-64 years---------------------------------- 4,784 % 350 %
65 years and over---------------------------- 2,392 *98 *80 *51 1,440 
?Z

'838 

Both sexes ' Number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year 

All ages--------_____-^---------------- 311.9 23.2 43.2 118.1 136.8 

m&r 6 years--------------------------------
rj-3.6 years-----------------------------------
17-24 years----------------------------------
25-.!& years----------------------------------
45-64 years----------------------------------
65 years and over----------------------------

:;:*: 
*7.0 

386:2 
19.8 

289.2 2:
209.7 16:O
211.8 *9.7 

*5.2 
. 
. 

. 

. 
. 
. IZ

22: 97.3 7519
21:4 79.6 84.7
15.2 48.9 79.7
*6.8 *10.1 121.6 

138.8
225.6 
x 

7211
77.9 

Male 
All ages--------------------------------- 370.5 27.5 21.8 77.4 159.8 

Under 6 years-------------------------------- *3.5 . . . 285.2 169.7 

17-24 years----------------------------------
25-44 years----------------------------------
45-64 years----------------------------------
65 years and over----------------------------

188.3
146.0

78.4
*17.8 

72.1
79.8
60.8

115.0 

217.4
123.1 

23 . 
Female 

All ages--------------------------------- 257;4 11.4 
Under 6 years--------------------------------
6-16 yaarr-----------------------------------
17-24 years----------------------------------
25-44 years----------------------------------
45-64 years -_-_---__-_______-----------------

334.2 
%3
221:o
216.9 

*7.1
*15.8

38.5 
. . . 
. . .

*14.9
17.8
22.2 

226.2
130.5

79.2
89.3 
96.9 

106.8 

6-16 years----------------------------------- *15.2 . . . 168.7 274.8 

65 yearn and over---------------------------- 210.0 *4.5 126.4
I 

'Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention. 
NOTE: The sum of the data for the classes of accidents may be greater than the total because the classes are 

not mutually exclusive. 
MITE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 
Whan a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with

other callr. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is at least
1350,000. 
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Table 9. Average annual number of persons injured
by class of accident and selected 

and number of persons injured per 1,000 persons per year,
characteristics: United States, 1971-72 

[Dataarebasedon household population.Thcsurveydcsign,genealqualil ications,andinformationinterviewsof the civilian,noninstitutionalized un the reliabili­
tyofthe estimatesaregivenin appendixI. Definitionsoftcrmsaregivcnin appcmiixII]. 

All While 
at Home OtherCharacteristic classes work 

I I I I I I 
Average annual 	 number of persons injured in 

thousands1 
All persons2----------------------------------- 63,400 4,722 3,903 8,785 24,012 27,807 

Place of residence 

41,935 3,163 5,381 16,001 18,633
21,465 1,559 3,404 8,011 9,174 

Geographic region 
Northeast-------------------------------------------- 13,158 821 685 1,691 5,049
;,oW$ 

_-_---------------------------------------------
west------------------------------------------------- xz , Eff2 

1,259
834 

266::
1:820 

x:z
4:817 

8'010
5:662 

Family income 
~~~~ than $5.000-------------------------------------

5,ooo-$g,ggg----------------------------------------
10,000-$14,ggg--------------------------------------

12,226 

zi:4 

795 
929 ~% ';% 

5,551
7,242 

Education of individual-17 years and over 

Central ---_------_-_-__----------------- 18,297 1,350 1,125 58% 

%15,000 or more-------------------------------------- 121782 
1,;:; 2:467 6:466 

31,338 4,428 2:;: 

mess than 12 years----------------------------------- 13,809 1,014 3,43312 years or more------------------------------------- 23,388 2,068 5,309 
Number of persons 	 injured per 1,000 persons 

per year 
All persons2----------------------------------- 311.9 23.2 19.2 43.2 118.1 

Place of residence 
All sMSA---------------------------------------------
outside sMSA-----------------------------------------

321.4 
294.9 

24.2 
21.4 zxi . 

41.2 
46.8 

Geographic region 

273.0 17.0 14.2 35.1 104.8
326.4 24.1 20.1 121.1 w 
299.3 2: 115.9 126:l 
364.4 %~. ;93*: 51:3 135.7 159.5. 

Family income 
~~~~ tha,, $5,000------------------------------------.

5,ooo-$g,ggg---------------------------------------.
10,000-$14,ggg----------------------------------~--. 

1 15,000 or more--------------------------------------
%?z 
336:8 
333.9 

2108'2 
30:9
22.8 

E-i 
2517
16.8 

31.3 
52.1 

4:-z. 

Ez / 
129:6
115.7 

135.7
117.3 
137.7
172.5 

Education of individual-17 years and over 
mess than 12 years-----------------------------------
12 years or more------------------------------------. 

20.7 
31.5 

18.7 
25.6 

63.2 
65.8 I 90.1 

119.7 

'Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention. 
21ncludes unknown income and education. 
NOTE: The sum of the data for the classes of accidents may be greater than the total because the classes 

are not mutually exclusive. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 38. 
When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining

with other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is 
at least 350,000. 
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63.5 

Tebl. 10. Aveneg. ennu.1 number of persons injured and percent distribution of persons injured by place of accident, .ccordi,,g to 
detailed type of accident: United States, 1971-72 

HOme street Place 
Detailed type of accident Total and F.?Xll 2% School r.&- Other Unknown 

Inside Outside highway place ation 

Average number of persons injured in thousands' 

63,400 
II 

12,331 4,236 8,735 

4,722 *56 *147 3,903 *22 *56 *284 *18 

437 *56 *37Injured person outride vehicle------------------- =I==*287 *- *18 *18 *-

Injured person inside vehicle or getting 
*91 3,595 *22 *37 *266 *-in 01 out-----------------------------------

Collieion between 2 or more motor vehicles 
o,, ro.dw*y--------------------------------------

R,,, off ro.dway---------------------------------- . . . 2,363 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
559 *-

Accid.,,t not m roadway-------------------------- *;; *.. *;i *;i *& *-
0th.r an,, unknown-------------------------------- *18 673 *- *- *113 *-

All other PCCident8-------------------------- 58,6771112,275 11,534/ 4,165 .,301 6,939 5,993 3,801 3,952 8,716 

Uncontrolled fire or explosion------------------- *93 *20 *18 *- *38 *- *- *18 *-
*155 *60 *:; *- *- *, *39 *- *-

1,205 *z 443 520 *19 *165 *57 *­m.&in.ry in op.r.tion--------------------------- 1,270 *41 *303 *, *81 7;; *;; *- *43 *18 
Cuu:ng or piercing instrument------------------- 4,194 1,382 1,235 *110 *174 720 *235 *71 *268 X-

body in eye, windpipe,
*rif I =a-----------------------------------------

or other 
*150 *19 *17 *156 *- *181 *-

In "ry ceused by animal or insect---------------- 1,297 *258 *125 t:; *59 *a9 381 *19 
F. 1.1 on rteirs. ~ stem.._ or from a heinht---------- *186 *71 478 435 *157 *183 *-All other falls----------------------------------- xi *161 711 1,225 687 *-
Bmped into object or person--------------------- 4;;; *115 414 1,630 % *288 *-
Struck by ,,,,,vi,,g object-------------------------- 'z *186 *92 774 791 400 *289 *-
Hendled or step cd on rough object--------------- 725 *112 *70 *254 *99 *130 *198 *38 
Ceught in, pint -ted, or crushed m ob,.ct~------------------------------------- between 
Ceme in contact with hot object or substance-----

1,203 *345 *303 *40 *34 *240 *105 *35 *101 *- I994 *37 *- *- *233 *35 *21 *3fi *-
One-time liftin or exertion--------------------- 2,354 25361 *60 *70 849 *176 *­
m1,t.d or St",,, %led------------------------------ *319 *25'2 *339 *133 *164 596 f ;: :;g 
complication of medical/surgical procedure-------

1 iii 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,4;!

othe+-------------------------------------------- *34 444 *307 *229 458 
$136 *106 414 *91 *57 *328 6,186 

Percent distribution 
Tot.1 persons injured---------------------- 18.41 12.7 2.1 11.0 9.5 6.4 6.7 13.8-

* Ho,,@ ,,,otor vehicle -__-_____----------_____ 100.0 *1.2 *3.1 82.7 *0.5 *1.2 *- *5.0 *6.0 *0.4 

Injured perron outside vehicle------------------- 100.0 X12.8 *8.5 65.7 *- x4.1 *- *4.8 *4.1 *-

Injured person inaide vehicle or getting
in *r out----------------------------------- 100.0

II 
*- *2.2 85.4 *0.5 *0.9 *- *4.7 *6.3 *-

Collieion between 2 or more motor vehicles 
m roldw.y--------------------------------------

I.,, off ro*d~.y---------------------------------- 100.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
*- *-

Accident not o,, roadw*y-------------------------- 100.0 *- *- E-l: 
.:. 

*- *- *-
*39:i '32.8 *-*15.6 *4.7 *7.9 *-

Other l nd unknown-------------------------------- ::::: *- *2.2 81.9 *- *- *- *2.1 '13.7 *-
All 0th.r *ccid.nts-------------------------- 19.7 7.1 2.2 11.8 10.2 6.5 6.7 14.9 

Uncontrolled fire or explosion-------------------
7

*- *- *40.9 *- a9.4 *-
Di,&.rg. of fir.p-----------------------------

*19.4 
*12.3 *- *- *- *25:; *- *-

No,,,,,&.,r ,,.hicl. in motion----------------------- *E-i 43;: *1.6 *- *13.7 *4.7 *­)&hi,,.ry in operation--------------------------- *23:9 *6.4 5714 *4.3 *3.4 *1;4
Cutting or piercing instrument------------------- 29.4 X2.6 *4.1 17.2 *5.6 *1:i *6.4 
Ford body in eye, windpipe, or other 

100.0 *10.2 *1.3 *1.2 31.5 *lo.6 '12.4 *­*rif i E*-----------------------------------------
In "ry ceueed by animal or insect---------------- 100.0 E X9.6 *4.7 *0.6 *2.2 *3:; 14.2 *0.7 
Fa 1 1 on eteirs, steps, or from

All 0th.r f.ll~----------------------------------

a height---------- 100.0 38:l % *4.2 *1.6 10.9 *3.6 *4.2 *-


Bumped into object or person---------------------
g? 13.3 *1.7 7.7 ii:; 

1% 
7.5 *-

*4.2 *2.0 *5.1 *,
Struck by moving object-------------------------- 22:9 *4.5 *2.2 1;:; 19:3 *7.0 
Hendled or et. cd on rough object--------------- 31.4 *4.9 *3.0 *11.0 *4.3 *z X8.6 *116 

t,,~ object,-------------------------------------
Caught in, pint T cd, or crushed between 

%8 *28.7 *25.2 *3.3 *2.8 *20.0 *8.7 *2.9 *a.4 *-
CWI. in contect with hot object or a"bat.nce----- *3.7 *- *- *3.5 *2.1 *3.6 *-
One-tima liftinlr or .xertion--------------------­+,,i,t.d or ‘turnSled------------------------------ 1oo:o 23.6 *13.6 *2.5 *3.0 *E-t *7.5 x4.1 *9.7 *-

*x.0 15.7 *11.7 *4.6 *5:7 20.6 23.4 *7.2 *,
Conmlicetion of m.dic.l/surnical ?xocedur.------- EX :.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0.-.Oth,r--------------------------------------------- 1oo:o 34.7 *1.0 *9.a *6.7 13.4 *-*** 
vnlm------------------------------------------- 100.0 *1.6 *1.2 '22. *1.1 *0.7 *3.8 71.7 

'Excluded ere pereons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention. 
zInclude. injured persons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 
WE: Relative etenderd errors of .stim.tes.for this table are found on charts on pages38and40. 

men . fiv is shown with en asterisk in front of it it is presented only for the purpose of combining with other cells. An es­
t-t. wi 1 heve a eeletive standard error lees than 36 percent when the aggregate is et least 350,000. 
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Table 11. Average annual number of persons injured and percent distribution by measures of effect of injury, according 
to sex and age: United States, 1971-72 

[Data arc based nn household interviews nf the civilian, noninstitutionalizcd population. The survey design, general qualifications. and infomation on the reliability of the csti­
mater are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc given in appendix III] 

-

Activity restricting With time 
Medically Bed 
attended, dFsabling. %Ekf:F 

sex and age Total but not Not (included school 
activity Medically medically in activity (included

restricting attended attended restricting) in activity
restricting) 

Both sexes Average number of persons injured in thousands' 
All ages---------------------------- 13,400 27,082 27,061 9,257 14,152 14,036 

Under 6 years -_-__-----------__-----------
6-16 years mm----wm_--_--m--- _-------------
17-24 years-------------------------------

25-44 years _----__--------_---------------
45-64 years-------------------------------
65 yea,-- a,,d over-------------------------

8,289 5,353 2,305
6,976 7,628
4,378 5,127 

E! 4,097
6,241 

11713 1,663 

631 1,088
2,888 

1:453 
%P 

785 

.*.
x2 
2:256 
3’689 

*173 ; 

Male 
All ages------------------------------ 16,314 16,068 15,491 4,755 7,812 9,195 

,,,,der 6 years-----------------------------

6-16 years _---_----_---_-__-_-------------
4,837
.0,485 

1,283
4,643 

404 749 
1,450 2,207 

. . . 

f SE17-24 years------------------------------- 724 

25-44 years -_--___---------_-------------- 1,;;; k'i6067 2:791
45-64 years------------------------------- '878 1,29065 years and over--------"------'--------- *247 404 *154 

Female 

All ages _-_------------_-__----------- !7,085 11,014 11,570 4,501 6,340 4,841 
. I Under 6 years----------------------------- 2,203 *227 *339 . . .

6-16 years -_--------------_---------------
17-24 732 
45-64
25-44 years _----_------------------------- Ei"1"; 

LLj$ 2,227 
years------------------------------- 2:205 1,008 

65 yea,--
years------------------------------- 1,605 775 896:

and over------------------------- 900 538 *19 

Both sexes Percent distribution 

All ages---------------------------- 100.01I 42.7 42.7 14.6 22.3 22.1 
z 

Under ,j years----------------------------- . . .6-16 years-------------------------------- 29.217-24 years-------------------------------

25-44 years------------------------------- 52:
45-64 years------------------------------- 25:6

65 year- and over------------------------- *4.2 


All ages------------------------------ 100.01 1 44.2 42.7 13.1 21.5 25.3 
Under 6 years----------------------------- 100.0 65.1 15.56-16 years--------------------'-"-'--"'­

17-24-years----------------;--------------- 41.9 

25-44 vears------------------------------- E*8 38.1 

45-64 years _---_-___--_-_-----------------

65 yea,.. and ever------------------------- %S . tk8. 


Female 
All ages------------------------------ 100.01/ 40.7 42.7 16.6 23.4 17.7 

Under 6 years----------------------------- 29.6 *6.6 
6-16 year8 -_----__--_---_---__------------
17-24 years------------------------------.
25-44 ,ears------------------------------.
45-64 years------------------------------.
65 years and over------------------------. 

100.0 
E?z 

1oo:o 
100.0 

6363'f 
3815 

% 
3716 

42.6 20.5 

E*% 
16:2 
22.5 

'Excluded are persons with injuries involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on charts on pages 38 and 40. 

When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with other 
cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is at least 350,000. 
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Table 12. Average annual number of persons injured and percent distribution of persons in ured by measures of effect of in-
jury, according to detailed type of accident: united States, 1971-72 

Illrt.1 WC hwd on houxhald hhvkm nr the dvilin, nonillstilution:llixrti population. The ruwcy design. ~cvncml qudifi~tionr. and inlomntion on the reliability of the ~rdmater arcgiven 
in appcndis 1. Iklinitions ul fcrnu are given in appendix II] 

Detailed type of accident 

Average number of persons injured in thousands' 
Total persons injured---------------------------------- 27,082) 27,061 9,257 14.152 

Moving motor vehicle*------------------------------------ 4,722 1,419 3,018 *285 1,896 

I Injured parson outside vehicle------------------------------- 437 *go *269 *78 *170 
Injured person inside vehicle or getting in 01: out------- 4,21c 1,254 2,749 *207 1,726 

Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway--------
R,,, .,ff roadway----------------------------------------------,
Accident not ofi roadway-------------------------------------~
Other ad unknown--------------------------------------------

2,369 727 1,;;;
559 *88 

*202 *265 
2:: *237 548 

*133 
637 

*-
*37 

918 
*336 

*% 

All other accidents--------------------------------------, 58,677 25,663 24,043 8,972 12,256 
u,,controlled

of 
fire or explosion-------------------------------, *93 *-

*&
Di,&.,yge fircarm----------------------------------------~

&,notor vehicle inmotion-----------------------------------. *155 

*2% *302
Machinery in operation--------------------------------------~

cutting 01: piercing instrmnent-------------------------------. *113 *la4 


358 *29a
Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or other orifice--------------. *53 *166In ury caused by animal or insect----------------------------. x150 *247Fai 1 on stairs, steps, or from a height----------------------. 528
All other falls----------------------------------------------. 1,656 2%:
Sumpad into object or person---------------------------------. 1,117 1::;;
Struck by moving object---------------------------------,---~ *332
Handled or step ed on rough object---------------------------. *226 *205 

Caught in, pint !I ad, or crushed between two objects-----------. *112

Cama in contact with hot object or substance-----------------. *133 :g

one-time lifting or exertion---------------------------------. 2,354 769 


Complication of medical/surgical procedure-------------------.
Othsr-----------------------------------------,-------,,--.
Unknown------------------------------------------------------. 

2,890 

%I 
8:623 

548 
423

1,341 
~~~ 
604 

2,295 

Percent distribution 
Total parsons injured----------------------------------- 14.6 22.3 

Moving motor vehicle ?.----------_______--__________________ *6.0 40.2 

Injured parson outside vehicle-------------------------------. *17.8 *3a.9 

Injured person inside vehicle or getting in or out-------- *4.9 41.0 
Collision between 2 or more motor vehicles on roadway---------
Rm off roadway-----------------------------------------------
Accident not on roadway---------------------------------------
Other and unknown---------------------------------------------

100.0 
100.0 

:x:-o" . 

63.6 

:c: 
6617 

X5.6 
*6.6 

*-
*4.5 

38.8 
*60.1 

*x . 

All other accidents--------------------------------------- 15.3 20.9 

Uncontrolled fire or explosion--------------------------------
Di,ch.rga of firs.rm------------------------------------------
Nonmotor vehicle in motion------------------------------------
M.chinary in opsrtion----------------------------------------

*21.5
*76.1 

%: 

*-
*-

*zg.; *761i 
Z$*, 

Twi,fsd or stumbled------------------------------------------- Es2 


Cutting or piercing instrument-------------------------------- 2917 815 *7:1
Foreign body in eye, windpipe, or other orifice--------------- 24.6 *3.6 x11.3
In ury caused by rnimal or insect-----------------------------

Fai 1 on stair's, steps, or from a height----------------------- 23.3 X5.6 *9.2 

All 0th.r falls----------------------------------------------- E 

12.0 
??2
Sumpad into object or person---------------------------------- 4217 E 21:7
Struck by moving object--------------------------------------- *a:1 13.1
Handled or atsp ad on rough object---------------------------. 2: X9.8 X12.3
Caught in, pint fl ad, or crushed between two objects-----------. 45'6 *9.3
Cans in contact with hot object or substance-----------------. *28:: *;;.$ :2;*,'


Ona-tima lifting or exertion---------------------------------. . 3217
Twistad or rtunbled------------------------------------------. 18.4
Complication of medical/surgical procedure-------------------. 2:
Oth~~-------------------------------------------------------. 12:4 33
vnkn-------------------------------------------------------. 15.6 26:6 


:F.xcludad are persons with injqies involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.
Includes injured parsons not reported as inside or outside the vehicle. 

NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on charts on pages38 and 40. 
Whan a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with other cells. 
An l rtimata will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is at least 350,000. 
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Table 13. Average annual number of days of restricted activity due to injury and number of days per 100 persons 
per year, by age and selected characteristics: United States, 1971-72 

. 
[Data arc based on household interviews ol the civilian, noninstitutionalized popuktioi. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the cati. 

mates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Characteristic 	 All Under 17 17-44 45-64 65 years 
ages years years years and aver 

Average number of days of
restricted activity in thousands 

All persons’ 557,527 73,092 207,718 175,890 100,826 

Sex-

125,467 80,946
82,251 94,944 

North 

Place of residence 
All sMSA------------------------------------------------
outside sMSA--------------------------------------------

362,945
194,582 

61,361
39,465 

Geographic region 
Northeast----------------------------------------------- 120,916 14,118 43,999 

x2: fXY 
“est---------------------------------------------------- 105,430 21~~81;913 43:173 31,344 14,084 

Family income 
Less than $5,000----------------------------------------
$5,o()o-$g,ggg --------------_----------------------------

10,000-$14,ggg--------------------------------------~--
x 15,OUU or more-----------------------------------------

188,370
156,885 

2m, 

11,676
22,069
18,721
16,532 

51,239
66,452
46,160
31,134 

Central------------------------------------------- 155,124 20,994 
south--------------------------------------------------- 176,058 iw% 54:638 331836 

Education of individual-17 years and over 
Less than 12 years-------------------------------------- 256,723 . . . 83,849 102,455
12 years or more---------------------------------------- 220,371 . . . 121,881 71,564 

Number of days of restricted activity per 100 persona 
per year 

All persons’ 274.3 111.2 273.6 418.8 513.4 

Sex-

%5” % . 
Place of residence 

117.4 515.6E:3 100.7 510.1 
Geographic region 

Nor-h Central-------------------------------------------
south---------------------------------------------------
West---------------------------------------------------- Es:

144:s 
441.2 
E-71. 466.8 

Family income 
~~6s than $5,000----------------------------------------

5,ooo-$g,ggg-------------------------------------------
10,000-$14,ggg----------------------------------------~ 

t 15,-Jo#-Jor more-----------------------------------------
4% 
198:0
193.4 

105.1
109.7 

~%I. 

%:
22414
203.7 

780.3 
%':
243:6 

Education of individual-17 years and over 
mess than 12 years--------------------------------------
12 years or more---------------------------------------- 472.5

272.9 
. . . 
. . . 

376.9
232.2 %23. 

538.0
457.2 

IIncludes unknown income and education. 

Northeast----------------------------------------------- 95.8 373.9 

NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 39. 
When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with 

other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is at least 
3,200,OOO. 
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Table 14. Avera e annual number of days of bed disability due to injury and number of days of bed disability per
180 persons per year, by age and selected characteristics: United States, 1971-72 

(Data .,!I’b;ued uI1 hu~tseholdintelviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized populntion. The survey design, general qualifications, and infornm.tion on the reliability of the es& 
mates are given in appendix 1. Drlinitions of terms are given in appendix III. .-

Characteristic All Under 17 17-44 45-64 65 years 
ages years years years and over 

Average number of days
of bed disability in thousands 

All persons’-------------------------------------. 158,610 17,334 58,586 48,971 33,719 

Sex-

Female------------------------------------------------~ 5,928 30,523 21,011 

Place of residence 
All SMSA-----------------------------------------------.
Outside SMSA------------------------------------------~ 

102,751
55,859 

12,627
4,707 

39,003
19,583 

19,686
14,033 

Geographic region 
Northeast----------------------------------------------.
North Central-------------------------------------~----. 

34,233
43,058 

11,610
10,951 

7,884 

Male---------------------------------------------------, 11,405 18,448 12,708 

South--------------------------------------------------.
"crt---------------------------------------------------. 52%, 

16,552
9,858 

Exz
X2:783 

Family income 
Lens than $5 OOO---------------------------------------. 62,238 

E&z4 2x: 3,771 

t 15,000 or more----------------------------------------- 16:691 6,521 5,286 *1,684 

Education of individual-17 years and over 
Less than 12 years-------------------------------------.
12 years or more----------------------------------------

73,675
64,475 

23,933
34,165 

26,728
21,612 

22,665
5 oo&$g gg4------------------------------------------.
ld,ooo-$i4,ggg----------------------------------------. x63 lo:768 6:119 *2,261 

Number of days of bed 
disability per 100 persons per year 

All personsl-------------------------------------- 78.0 26.4 77.2 116.6 171.7 

sex-
75.2 92.5 154.1 . 

Place of residence 
All sMsA------------------------------------------------
Outside SMSA--------------------------------------------

78.8
76.7 

30.5 
19.4 

78.3
75.0 

Geographic region 

80.7 2?2 E . 138.4 184.5 

Northeast----------------------------------------------- 71.0 *20.7 66.4 107.6

North Central------------------------------------------- 76.8 30.5 75.2 97.5 3;

South--------------------------------------------------- 84.9 25.1 83.4 201:4 


77.2 29.3 83.2 :E . *92.2 

Family income 
Less than $5 OOO----------------------------------------

5 ooo-$g,gg4-------------------------------------------
1~,000-$14,ggg-----------------------------------------
15,000 or more-----------------------------------------

32.5
23.6
23.8
26.3 

126.8
86.3
52.3
42.7 

275.3
112.1

63.3
56.2 

212.7 

*148.7
*120.4 

Education of individual-17 years and over 
Less than 12 years--------------------------------------
12 years or more----------------------------------------

. . . 

. . . 
107.6

65.1 

*Includes unknown income and education. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 39. 

is shown with an asteriskWhen a figure
An estimate will have a relative

in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with
other cells. standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is at least
3,200,OOO. 
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Table 15. Average annual number of days lost from work or school due to injury and number of days lost per 100 
currently employed persons or children 6-16 years per year, by age and selected characteristics: United States,
1971-72 

[DataXCbased 0s houwholdinterview of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability Of the esti­
mates arc given in appendix I: Definitions of terms are given in appendix I11 

days lost from work 

Characteristic I Days lost 
from school 

45-64 65 years 
years and over 

Average number of days lost from work in 
thousands 

Number of days
in thousands 

All persons'----------------------------- 31.814 2,761 15,116 

Sex-
Male------------------------------------------- 21,267 *1,808
Female----------------------------------------- 10,547 *a73 

Place of residence 

21,882 *1,206 10,393 
9,932 *1,555 4,723 

All persons'----------------------------- 109:3 105.9 117.8 88.5 33.9 

Sex 
Male------------------------------------------- 126.5 128.9 126.5 *91.8
Female----------------------------------------- 81.1 68.8 103.6 *82.0 it.3 

Place of residence 

All 

Geographic region 
Northeast--------------------------------------
North Central----------------------------------
South------------------------------------------
West-------------------------------------------

22,250 12,872 8,769 *610 
25,939 14,209 10,186 *1,544
x3: 17,777 8,167 *608 

, 6,706 4,691 *, 

3,237 

2% 
2:775 

Family income 
Less than $s,OOO-------------------------------

5 tJf)O-$9 QQQ----------------------------------
1~,000-$~4,QQQ--------------------------------

I 15,000 or more--------------------------------

16,529 10,680 *1,300
31,089 19,104 *481 
18,722 11,610 *113 
13,778 7,629 *496 

3,686
4,462
3,939
2,174 

Education of individual-17 years and over 

Less than 12 year*-----------------------------
12 years or more-------------------------------

37,712 19,305 16,898 *1,509
47,714 II 31,984 14,477 *1,252 

. . . 

. . . 

Days lost from work per 100 
currently employed persons per year 

Days lost from 
school per 100 
children 6-16 
years per year 

sMsA---------------------------------------
==

98.4 
I=

*67.6 

. 

105.9 123.3
Outside sMsA----------------------------------- 115.6 120.1 107.4 *116.6 

Geographic region 

Northeast-------------------------------------- 116.8 115.3 123.8 *75.9 32.1
North Central---------------------------------- 119.9 105.9 139.0 *174.1 35.5
South----------------------------------------- 106.9 113.0 101.3 *58.6 32.9
West------------------------------------------- 85.7 80.0 103.7 *, 35.2 

Family income 

Less than $5 OOO------------------------------- 155.2 137.4 52.7
5 000-$9 Qgb---------------------------------- 128.6 146.0 *x'E?,'
l&,OOO-$i4,9Q9-------------------------------- 87.4 

z;
8212 100.3 *35:3 ;22

15,000 or more-------------------------------- 76.6 71.4 81.4 r135.9 23:l 

Education of individual-17 years and over 

Lee* than 12 year*----------------------------- 149.3 157.1 '151.5 *a3.1 . . .12 years Or more------------------------------- 90.2 88.5 93.2 *102.5 . . . 

'Includes unknown income and education. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 39. 

When a fi re is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining with 
other ccl r 8. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is at least 
l,QOO,OOO. 
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Table 16. Average annual number of days of disability due to injury and number of days per 100 persons per 
year by class of accident: United States, 1971 and 1972 

[Data .IW hascd on household interviews 	 of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of 
the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

-

Days of Days of Days of Days Days 
Class of accident restricted ----pii, restricted bed lost lost

from fromactivity activity disability Iwork1 schoo? 

Average number of days in thousands Number of days per 100 persons per year 

All classes------ 557,527 158,610 86,139 15,116 274.3 78.0 109.3 33.9 

Mo;W&motor vechicle: 
92,391 30,126 17,080 *1,589 45.5 14.8 21.7 *3.6

Traffic-------------- 84,126 28,093 15,340 *1,477 41.4 13.8 19.5 *3.3 

While at work---------- 111,317 27,127 36,474 . . . 54.8 13.3 . . .Home------------------- 160,757 47,409 16,618 4,300 79.1 23.3 22
l Other------------------ 225,338 62,841 24,956 9,313 110.9 30.9 3117 2::; 

i 
'Days lost from work are for the currently employed population aged 17 years and over.' 
'Days lost from school are for persons 6-16 years of age. 

may be greater than the total because the classesNOTE: The sum of the data for the classes of accident 
are not mutually exclusive: 

NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 39. 
When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only for the purpose of combining

with other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error less than 30 percent when the aggregate is 
at least 3,200,OOO or of days of restricted activity or bed disability when the aggregate of days lost from 
work or school is at least 1,900,OOO. 
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Table 17. Average annual number of days of disability due to injury and number of days per 100 
persons per year by place of accident: United States, 1971-72 

[Data are basedon householdinterviewsof the civilian,noninstitutiotlalized population.Thc surveydesign, ~Cneralqn;llifications.and inrl>rmatirmon 
the reliabaility of the estimatcsaregivenin appendixI.Dcfinitionsoftcrmsaredveninappcnrlix II] 

Days pf 

Place of accident stZted 
activ­

ity 

Average 	 number of days in Number of days per 100 persons
thousands p&r year 

Tot-l-------------- 557,527 158,610 86,139 15,116 274.3 78.0 109.3 33.9 

Home-inside-------------- 92,360 30,357 *1,000 45.4 14.9 *2.2 
Home-outside------------- 68,448 17,103 x;: 3,299 33.7 8.4 1E 7.4 
Street and highway------- 123,171 38,528 20;093 3,105 60.6 19.0 25:5 7.0
Farm--------------------- 11,376 *2,476 2,690 *390 *1.2 x0.9 
;zgni;rial place--------- 74,267 1y;; 25,378 *55 356.: 3z.4 *0.1 

---------_--------- 24,629 *1,458 3,578 12:1 2 *1:8 8.0 
Place of recreation------ 25,536 4:894 3,511 *1,072 12.6 *2.4
Other---- ____-___----_-_ - 48,503 12,250 8,886 *985 23.9 2: 141.; *2.2
Unknown _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -I89,237 32,220 7,505 *1,631 43.9 15:9 9:5 *3.7 

IDays lost from work are for the currently employed population aged .7 years and over. 
2Days lost from school are for persons 6-16 years of age. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 39. 
When a figure is shown with an asterisk in front of it, it is presented only 

less
for the purpose

of combining with other cells. An estimate will have a relative standard error than 30 per-
cent when the aggregate of days of restricted activity or bed disability is at least 3,200,OOO or 
the aggregate of days lost from work or school is at least 1,900,OOO. 
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Table 18. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication,by age and selected characteristics:United
States, 1971 and 1972 

interviews[IMu uw hascd onl~ouscl~old of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The sumy design, general qualifications, and inform&n on the relisbility of the esti­
mate3arc@enin nppcndixI. Dclinitionr of terms are given in appendix II] 

Characteristic All Under 6 6-16 17-24 25-44 45-64 65 years Under 17 17-44 
ages years years p5DX years years and over years years 

Number of persons in thousands 

203,254 21,060 44,645 27,823 48,094 41,995 19,637 65,705 75,917 

Sex-
~lc-----------------------------
Flmclle---------------------------

98,023
105,231 

10,731
10,329 

22,726
21,919 

13,223
14,600 

23,159
24,935 

19,939
22,057 

8,246
11,391 

33,457
32,248 

36,382
39,534 

Place of residence 
All SMSA-------------------------
(jutride SMSA---------------------

130,464
72,790 

13,364
7,696 

28,063
16,582 

18,027
9,796 

27,340
14,656 

11,901
7,736 42%, 

49,797
26,120 

Geographic region 
Northergt------------------------
North Central--------------------
South----------------------------
"e,t-----------------------------

2x93
63:503
35,509 

x:
6:702 
3,763 

3:22
14:038

7,887 

%23
8:907
4,937 

11,283
13,086
15,029

8,696 

10,787
11,237
12,762

7,210 

5,074
5,481
6,066
3,017 

14,738 
x1;
11:650 

17,595
20,754
23,936
13,632 

Family income 
h,, the,, $5,000-----------------

5 ooo-$g,ggg--------------------
1~,000-$14,ggg------------------

f 15,000 o* more------------------

40,901
61,764 
fi%, 

4,020
7,577
5,633
2,769 

6,619
13,426
12,486
9,421 

6,554
9,070
5,888
4,764 

5,473
14,952 

xx , 

7,578
12,241
9,673
9,410 

10,657
4,499
1,521
1,399 

10,639
21,003
18,120
12,190 

12,027
24,022
20,570
15,286 

Education of individual-
17 years and over 

bars than 12 years--------------- 54,332 . . . . . . 8,912 13,333 18,997 13,090 . . . 22,245
12 yea*- o* more----------------- 80,737 . . . . . . . 18,326 34,168 22,353 5,889 . . . 52,495 

'Includes unknown income and education. 
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian 

population of the United States, in Current Series P-20, P-25, and p-60. 
NCTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 37. 
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Table 19. Population of currently employed persons 17 years and older usedinobtaining
rates of days lost from work,by age and selected characteristics: United States,1971
and 1972 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]

7 

l I I I 

Characteristic 	 All ages- 17-44 45-64 65 years17 years
and over years years and Over 

Number of persons in thousands 
All persons’ 78,825 48,709 26,997 3,119 

Sex 

Male ---------------_------------
Female-------------------------- 16,815

10,181 
2,056
1,064 

' Place of residence 
All sMSA------------------------
Outside sMSA-------------------- 51,579

27,245 
17,747

9,249 
1,785
1,334 

Geographic region 
Northeast-----------------------
pJ,o;;k Central-------------------

--------------_-___-_______ 
West _----_----_-_______-________ 

19,050
21,637
24,836
13,301 

11,166
13,421
15,738

8,384 

x0’ 
81061 
4,525 

804 
887 

1,037
392 

Family income 
Less than $5,000----------------
$5,oo(-j-$g,ggg ~~~-~-~~~~~~------~ 

10,649
24,172 

6,044
15,435 

3,311
7,879 

1,294
85710,000-$14,ggg----------------- 21,417

15,000 or more----------------- 17,993 361;:, 
6,977
6,944 2: 

Education of individual-
17 years and over 

Less than 12 years-------------- 25,258
12 years or more---------------- 52,895 

12,290
36,139 

11,152
15,535 

1,816
1,222 

'%ncludes unknown income and education. 
NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on 

page 37. 
NOTE: For official population for more general use,see Bureau of the Census reports 

on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series
P-20, P-25,and P-60; and Bureau-ofI,abBr Statistics monthly report,Emplovment and Earn­
ings. 



APPENDIX I 

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 

Background of This Report 

This report is one of a series of statistical 
reports prepared by the National Center for 
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor­
mation collected in a continuing nationwide 
sample of households in the Health Interview 
Survey (HIS). 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a 
questionnaire which obtains information on per­
sonal and demographic characteristics, illnesses, 
injuries, impairments, chronic conditions, and 
other health topics. As data relating to each of 
these various broad topics are tabulated and 
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover 
one or more of the specific topics. The present 
report is based on data collected in household 
interviews during 1971 and 1972. 

The population covered by the sample for 
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian, non-
institutionalized population of the United States 
living at the time of the interview. The sample 
does not include members of the Armed Forces 
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It 
should also be noted that the estimates shown 
do not represent a complete measure of any 
given topic during the specified calendar period 
since data are not collected in the interview for 
persons who died during the reference period. 
For many types of statistics collected in the sur­
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks 
prior to the interview week. For such a short 
period, the contribution by decedents to a total 
inventory of conditions or ‘services should be 
very small. However, the contribution by de­
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1 
year) might be sizable, especially for older 
persons. 

Statistical Design of the 
Health interview Survey 

General plan.-The sampling plan of the 
survey follows a multistage probability design 
which permits a continuous sampling of the 
civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the 
United States. The sample is designed in such a 
way that the sample of households interviewed 
each week is representative of the target popula­
tion and that weekly samples are additive over 
time. This feature of the design permits both 
continuous measurement of characteristics of 
samples and more detailed analysis of less com­
mon characteristics and smaller categories of 
health-related items. The continuous collection 
has administrative and operational advantages as 
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork 
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff. 

The overall sample was designed so that 
tabulations can be provided for each of the four 
major geographic regions and for urban and rural 
sectors of the United States. 

The first stage of the sample design consists 
of drawing a sample of 357 primary sampling 
units (PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geo­
graphically defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a 
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or 
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The 
PSU’s collectively cover the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia. 

With no loss in general understanding, the 
remaining stages can be combined and treated in 
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within 
PSU’s, then, ultimate stage units called segments 
are defined in such a manner that each segment 
contains an expected six households. Three gen­
eral types of segments are used. 
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Area segments which are defined geographically. 

List segments, using 1960 census registers as the 
frame. 

Permit segments, using updated lists of building 
permits issued in sample PSU’s since 1960. 

Census address listings were used for all areas of 
the country where addresses were well defined 
and could be used to locate housing units. In 
general the list frame included the larger urban 
areas of the United States from which about 
two-thirds of the PIIS sample was sele,cJed. 

The usual HIS sample for a year consists of 
about 8,000 segments containing 57,000 assigned 
households, of which 11,000 were vacant, de­
molished, or occupied ‘by persons not in the 
scope of the survey. The 46,000 eligible occu­
pied households yield a probability sample of 
about 134,000 persons in 44,000 interviewed 
households in a year. During the 2 years, 197i 
and 1972, there were 88,000 interviewed house-
holds containing about 267,000 persons. 

Descriptive material on data collection, 
field procedures, and questionnaire development 
in the HIS has been published’ as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample designs and a 
report on the estimation procedure and the 
meth.od used to calculate sampling errors of esti­
mates derived from the survey.* 

Collection of data. -Field operations for 
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census under specifications established by 
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac­
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of 

‘National Center for Health Statistics: Health 
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development, 
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. Vital and 
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000~Series l-No. 2. 
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, May 1964. 

5U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health 
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 584-A2. Public Health Service. 
Washington,D.C.,July 1958. 

4National Center for Health Statistics: Esti­
mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview 
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000~Series ~-NO. 38. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970. 

the Census participates in survey planning, se. 
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are 
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS. 

Estimating procedures.-Since the design of 
the HIS is a complex multistage probability 
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro­
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four 
basic operations are involved: 

1. 	 Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability 
of selection.-The probability of selection is 
the product of the probabilities of selection 
from each step of selection in the design 
(PSU, segment, and household). 

2. 	Nonresponse adjustment.-The estimates are 
inflated by a multiplication factor which has 
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina­
tor the number of households interviewed in 
that segment. 

3. 	 Firs t-stage ratio adjustment.-Sampling 
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation which is highly correlated with the 
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari 
ability between PSU’s within a region, the 
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1960 
populations within six color-residence classes. 

4. 	Poststratification by age-sex-color.-The esti. 
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60 
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate 
of the population of each cell for the survey 
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the 
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust­
ments take the form of multiplication factors 
applied to the weight of each elementary unit 
(P erson, household, condition, and 
hospitalization). 

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is 
to make the sample more closely representative 
of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population 
by age, sex, color, and residence, which thereby
reduces sampling variance. 

As noted, each week’s sample represents 
the population living during that week and char­
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of 

32 



samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar 
quarter, produces estimates of average character­
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar 
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are 
averagesof the four quarterly figures. 

For prevalence statistics, such as number of 
1 persons with speech impairments or number of 
’ persons classified by time interval since last 

physician visit, figures are first calculated for 
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for 
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev­

j 	 alence data for a year are then obtained by 
averaging the four quarterly figures. 

For other types of statistics-namely those 
measuring the number of occurrences during a 
specified time period-such as incidence of acute 
conditions, number of disability days, or num­
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar 
computational procedure is used, but the statis­
tics are interpreted differently. For these items, 
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-

I 	 perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the 
week of interview. In such instances the esti­
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5 

~ 	 times the average Z-week estimate produced by 
the 13 successive samples taken during the 
period. The annual total is the sum of the four 
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed during a year-experience which actually 
occurred for each person in a Z-calendar-week 
interval prior to week of interview-is treated as 
though it measured the total of such experience 
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no 
significant bias. 

General Qualifications 

Nonresponse.-Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household which was not interviewed 
the characteristics of persons in households in 
the same segment which were interviewed. The 
total noninterview rate was about 5 percent-l 
percent was refusal, and the remainder was pri2 
marily due to the failure to find an eligible re­
spondent at home after repeated calls. 

The interview process.-The statistics pre­
sented in this report are based on replies ob­
tained in interviews with persons in the sample 
households. Each person 19 years of age and 

over present at the timebof interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults 
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re­
lated household member such as a spouse or the 
mother of a child. 

There are limitations to the accuracy of 
diagnostic and other information collected in 
household interviews. For diagnostic infor­
mation, the household respondent can usually 
pass on to the interviewer only the information 
the physician has given to the family. For condi­
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor­
mation is often no more than a description of 
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the 
number of disability days caused by the condi­
tion, can be obtained more accurately from 
household members than from any other source 
since only the persons concerned are in a posi­
tion to report this information. 

Rounding of numbers.-The original tabula­
tions on which the data in this report are based 
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All 
consolidations were made from the original 
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest 
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are 
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these 
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri­
butions are computed after the estimates on 
which these are based have been rounded to the 
nearest thousand. 

Population figures.-Some of the published 
tables include population figures for specified 
categories. Except for certain overall totals by 
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on 
the sample of households in the HIS. These are 
given primarily to provide denominators for rate 
computation, and for this purpose are more ap­
‘propriate for use with the accompanying meas­
ures of health characteristics than other popula­
tion data that may be available. With the excep­
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color 
mentioned above, the population figures differ 
from figures (which are derived from different 
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of 
the Census. Official population estimates are 
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in 
Series P-20, P-25, and.P-60. 
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Reliability of Estimates 
Since the statistics presented in this report 

are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat 
from the figures that would have been obtained 
if a complete census had been taken using the 
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing 
personnel and procedures. 

As in any survey, the results are also sub­
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors 
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible, 
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by 
methods built into survey procedures!Although 
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias 
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of 
studies have been conducted to study this prob­
lem. The results have been published in several 
reports.“” 

The standard error is primarily a measure 
of sampling variability, that is, the variations 
that, might occur by chance because only a 
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu­
lated for this report, the standard error also re­
flects part of the variation which arises in the 
measurement process. It does not include esti­

‘National Center for Health Statistics: Quality
control and measurementof nonsampling error in the 
Health Interview Survey. VW and Health Statistics.Se­
ries ~-NO. 54. DHEW Pub. No. (HSM) 73-1328. Health 
Services and Mental Health Administration. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1973. 

‘National Center for Health Statistics: Health in­
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital 
and Health Stutistics. PHS Pub. No. lOOO-Series Z-No. 7. 
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printin 

5. 
Office, July 1965. 
National Center for Health Statistics: Compari­

son of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce­
dures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS, Pub. No. 
1000Series ~-NO. 8. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965. 

“PNational Center for Health Statistics: Interview 
data on chronic conditions compared with information 
derived from medical records. Vital and Health 
&&tics. PHS Pub. No. 1000~Series ~-NO. 23. Public 
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing 
Office, May 1967. 

“National Center for Health Statistics:The influ­
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and 
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000~Series ~-NO. 26. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. GovernmentPrinting Office, Mar. 1968. 

mates of anv biases Which might be in the data. 
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an 
kstimate from the sample would differ from a 
complete census by less than the standard error. 
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the 
difference would be less than twice the standard 
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be 
less than 2% times as large. 

The relative standard error of an estimate is 
obtained by dividing the standard error of the 
estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed 
as a percentage of the estimate. For this report, 
asterisks are shown for any cell with more than a 
30-percent relative standard error. Included in 
this appendix are charts from which the relative 
standard errors can be determined for estimates 
shown in the report. In order to derive relative 
errors which would be applicable to a wide vari­
ety of health statistics and which could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi­
mations were required. As a result, the char’s 
provide an estimate of the approximate relative 
standard error rather than the precise error fcr 
any specific aggregate or percentage. 

Three classes of statistics for the health sur­
vey are identified for purposes of estimating 
variances. 

Narrow range.-This class consists of (1) sta­
tistics which ‘estimate a population attribute, 
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the 
measure for a single individual during the refer­
ence period used in data collection is usually 
either 0 or 1 or on occasion may take on thq:: 
value 2 or very rarely 3. 

Medium range.-This class consists of other sta­
tistics for which the measure for a single indl­
vidual during the reference period used in data 
collection will rarely lie outside the range 0 to 5. 

Wide range.-This class consists of statistics for 
which the measure for a single individual during 
the reference period used in data collection can 
range from 0 to a number in excess of 5, e.g., 
the number of days of bed disability. 
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In addition to classifying variables accord­
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or 
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further 
classified as to whether they are based on a ref­
erence period of 2 weeks, 6 months, or 12 
months. 

General rules for determining relative stand­
ard errors.-The following rules will enable the 
reader to determine approximate relative stand­
ard errors from the charts for estimates pre­
sented in this report. These charts represent new 
and better approximations of the relative stand­
ard errors of HIS data. They should be used in 
preference to the charts which have appeared in 
all previous Series 10 publications. 

Rule 1. 	Estimates of aggregates: Approximate 
relative standard errors for estimates of 
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob­
tained from appropriate curves on 
pages 37-39. The number of persons in 
the total U.S. population or in an age-
sex-color class of the total population is 
adjusted to official Bureau of the Cen­
sus figures and is not subject to sam­
pling error. 

Rule 2. 	 Estimates of percentages in a percent 
distribution: Relative standard errors 
for percentages in a percent distribution 
of a total are obtained from appropriate 
curves on pages4042. For values which 
do not fall on one of the curves pre­
sented in the chart, visual interpolation 
will provide a satisfactory 
approximation. 

Rule 3. 	Estimates of rates where the numerator 
is a, subclass of the denominator: This 
rule applies for prevalence rates or 
where a unit of the numerator occurs, 
with few exceptions, only once in the 
year for any one unit in the denomi­
nator. For example, in computing the 
rate of visual impairments per 1,000 
population, the numerator consisting of 
persons with the impairment is a sub-
class of the -denominator, which in­
cludes all ,persons in the population. 

Such rates if converted to rates per 100 
may be treated as though they were per­
centages and the relative standard errors 
obtained from the chart P4AN-M. Rates 
per 1,000, or on any other base, must 
first be converted to rates per 100; then 
the percentage chart will provide the 
relative standard error per 100. 

Rule 4. 	 Estimates of rates where the numerator 
is not a subclass of the denominator: 
This rule applies where a unit of the 
numerator often occurs more than once 
for any one unit in the denominator. 
For example, in the computation of the 
number of persons injured per 100 cur­
rently employed persons per year, it is 
possible that a person in the denomi­
nator could have sustained more than 
one of the injuries included in the nu­
merator. Approximate relative standard 
errors for rates of this kind may be 
computed as follows: 

(4 	Where the denominator is the total 
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu­
lation, the relative error of the rate 
is equivalent to the relative error of 
the numerator, which can be ob­
tained directly from the appro­
priate chart. 

04 In other cases the relative standard 
error of the numerator and of the 
denominator can be obtained from 
the appropriate curve. Square each 
of these relative errors, add the re­
sulting values, and extract the 
square root of the sum. This pro­
cedure will result in an upper 
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error. 

Rule 5. 	 Estimates of difference between two 
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The 
standard error of a difference is approx­
imately the square root of the sum of 
the squares of each standard error con­
sidered separately. A formula for the 
standard error of a difference, 
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d=X, --A-, X2 respectively. This formula will 
represent the actual standard error quite
is accurately for the difference between 

separate and uncorrelated character­


) 2+(X2 yJ2 istics although it is only a rough approx-
Ud=J (X1vvx, 
imation in most other cases. The rela­
tive standard error of each estimate 

where XI is the estimate for class 1, X2 	 involved in such a difference can be de­
termined by one of the four rules 

is the estimate for class 2, and V,, and above, whichever is appropriate. 
Vx2 are the relative errors of X, and 
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RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FQR POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS* 
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*This curve represents estimates of relative standard errors based on8 quarters of data collection for narrow range estimates 
of population characteristics or narrow range estimates of aggregates using a 12-month reference period. 

‘Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 persons with annual family income of $15,000 or more, or 10,000,000 
persons who were hospitaljzed one or more times in the past year (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard krror of 1.3 
percent (read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 130,000 (1.3 percent of 10,000,000). . 



,RELATIVE STANDARD 	 ERRORS FOR NUMBER OF ACUTE CONDITIONS 
OR PERSONS INJURED* loo 
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SliE OF ESTIMATE (IN THOUSANDS) 
*This curve represents estimates of relative standard errors based on 8 quarters of data 

collection for narrow range estimates of aggregates using a 2-week reference period. 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of l,OOO,OOOpersons injured (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 
17.5 percent (read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 175,000 (17.5 percent of l,OOO,OOO). 

.2 



-- 

RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY OR BED 
IM DISABILITY (A) AND FOR DAYS LOST FROM WORK OR SCHOOL (B)* I___ 
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SiZE OF ESTIMAT’E (IN THOUSANDS) 
*These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors based on 8 quarters of data 

collection for wide range estimates of aggregates using a P-week reference period. 

E&ample of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 days of restricted activity (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard“_^_ , - __ ._
ti3 error of 16.7 percent (read_ f̂rom Curve A on scale at left side of chart).. or a standard error of 1,670,OOO (16.7 percent of 10,000,000). 
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RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF IBEiXENTAGES OF 
ACUTE CONDITIONS OR PERSONS INJURED* 
(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions) 
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ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE 
*These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentage of acute conditions or persons 

injured based on 8 quarters of data collection for narrow range data using a P-weekreference period. 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on an 
estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 11.0 percent (read from the scale at the left 
side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 intersects the vertical line for 20 
percent. -The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 11.0 percent; or 2.2 
percentage points. 
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RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF PERCENTAGES OF DAYS 
OF RliSTRICTED ACTIVITY OR BED DISABI LlTY* 

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions) 
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ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE 
*These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentages of days of restricted activity 

or bed disability based on 8 quarters of data collection for wide range estimates using a P-week 
reference period. 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on an 
estimate of 50,000,OOO has a relative standard error of 15.0 percent (read from the scale at the left 
side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 50,000,OOO intersects the vertical line for 20 
percent. The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 15.0 percent or 3.0 
percentage points. 
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RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF PERiZENTAGES OF DAYS 
LOST FROM WORK OR SCHOOL* 

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions) 
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ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE 
*These curves represent estimates of relative standard errors of percentages of days lost from work or 

school baaed on 8 quarters of data collection for wide range estimates using a P-week reference 
period. 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) ha.sed on ar 
estimate of 50,000,OOO has a relative standard error of 11.8 percent (read from the scale at the left 
side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 50,000,OOO intersects the vertical line for 2C 
percent. The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 11~8 percent or 2.4 
percentage points.. 
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APPENDIX II 


DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Terms Relating to.Persons Injured 

Injury condition. -An injury condition, or 
simply an injury, is a condition of the type that 
is classified according to the nature’ of injury 
code numbers (N800-N999) in the International 
Classification of Diseases. In addition to frac­
tures, lacerations, contusions, burns, and so 
forth, which are commonly thought of as in-
juries, this group of codes includes effects of 
exposure, such as sunburn; adverse reactions to 
immunization and other medical procedures; 
and poisonmgs. Unless otherwise specified, the 
term injury is used to cover’all of these. 

Smce a person may sustain more than one 
injury in a single accident, e.g., a broken leg and 
laceration of the scalp, the number of injury 
conditions may exceed the number of persons 
injured. 

Statistics of acute injury conditions include 
only those injuries which involved at least 1 full 
day of restricted activity or medical attendance. 

Person injured.-A person injured is one 
who has sustained one or more injuries in an 
accident or in some type of nonaccidental vio­
lence. (See definition of injury condition.) Each 
time a person is involved in an accident or in 
nonaccidental violence causing injury that re­
sults in at least 1 full day of restricted activity or 
medical attention he is included in the statistics 
as a separate person injured; hence one person 
may be included more than once. 

The number of persons injured is not equiv­
alent to the number of accidents for several rea­
sons: (1) the term “accident” as commonly used 
may not involve injury at all, (2) more than one 

injured person may be involved in a single acci­
dent, so the number of accidents resulting in 
injury would be less than the number of persons 
injured in accidents, and (3) the term “accident” 
ordinarily implies an accidental origin whereas 
“persons injured” as used in the Health Inter-
view Survey includes persons whose injuries re­
sulted from certain nonaccidental violence. 

The number of persons injured in a speci­
fied time interval is always equal to or less than 
the incidence of injury conditions since one per-
son may incur more than one injury in a single 
accident. 

Terms Relating to Type of Accident 

Type of accident.-“Type of accident” 
was recorded for all accidents involving injury in 
order to classify injuries according to the cir­
cumstances relating to the accident. Accidents 
have been grouped by type according to the 
following concepts: 

(A) Accidents in which specific factors 
were involved, but which may or 
may not have caused the injury. In­
cluded in this group are moving 
motor vehicle, uncontrolled fire, ex­
plosion, firearms, and nonmotor ve­
hicle such as train or bicycle. The 
definition of moving motor vehicle 
in this instance is identical to that 
for moving motor vehicle as a class 
of accident. However, an accident in 
which a nonmoving motor vehicle 
was involved is classified under the 
detailed type of accident listed 
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below that best describes the cir­
cumstances relating to the accident. 

(B) Accidents where injury was caused 
directly by an agent, such as machin­
ery in operation, a knife, scissors, 
nail, animal or insect, foreign body 
in eye or other orifice, or a poison­
ous substance swallowed by the per-
son involved. 

(C) Accidents described in terms of the -
events leading to the occurrence of 
the injury, such as falling, bumping 
into a person or object, being struck 
by a moving object, handling or 
stepping on sharp or rough objects, 
being caught in, pinched or crushed, 
coming in contact with hot object or 
flame, lifting, twisting, or stumbling. 

(D) Accidents resulting in injury that 
could not be classified in groups (A), 

! huh ez)	5, aC,,cid~~~ ocr~~~~o~ . 
type are also included in this group. 

A complete listing of the types of accidents -
is shown in appendix III in Cards Y and 2. In 
order that no injury would be described as 
resulting from more than one type of accident, 
an injury which could have been assigned to two 
or more types was classified in the first type de­
signated in Cards Y and 2 (in appendix III) that 
adequately described the circumstances of the 
accident. 

Terms Relating to Class of Accident 

Class ofaccident.-Injuries, injured persons, 
and resulting days of disability may be grouped 
according to class of accident. This is a broad 
classification of the types of events which re­
sulted in personal injuries. Most of these events 
are accidents in the usual sense of the word, but 
some are other kinds of mishap, such as over-
exposure to the sun or adverse reactions to med­
ical procedures, and others are nonaccidental 
violence, such as attempted suicide. The classes 
of accident are (1) moving motor vehicle acci­
dents, (2) accidents occurring while at work, (3) 
home accidents, and (4) other accidents. These 
categories are not mutually exclusive. For ex-
ample, a person may be injured in a moving 

motor vehicle accident which occurred while the 
person was at home or at work. The accident 
class “moving motor vehicle” includes “home-
moving motor vehicle” and “while at work-
moving motor vehicle.” Similarly, the classes 
“while at work” and “home” include duplicated 
counts, e.g., “moving motor vehicle-while at 
work” is included under “while at work.” 

Motor vehicle-A motor vehicle is any me­
chanically or electrically powered device, not 
operated on rails, upon which or by which any 
person or property may be transported or drawn 
upon a land highway. Any object, such as a 
trailer, coaster, sled, or wagon, being towed by a 
motor vehicle is considered a part of the motor 
vehicle. Devices used solely for moving persons 
or materials within the confines of a building 
and its premises are not counted as motor 
vehicles. 

Moving motor vehicle accident.-The acci­
dent is classified as “moving motor vehicle” if at ’ 
least one of the motor vehicles involved in the 
accident was moving at the time of the accident. 
This category is subdivided into “traffic” and 
“nontraffic” accidents. 
Traffic moving motor vehicle ,accident.-The ac­
cident is in the “traffic” category if it occurred 
on a public highway. It is considered to have 
occurred on the highway if it occurred wholly 
on the highway, if it originated on the highway, 
if it terminated on the highway, or if it involved 
a vehicle partially on the highway. A public 
highway is the entire width between boundary 
lines of every way or place of which any part is 
open to the use of the public for the purposes of 
vehicular traffic as a matter of right or custom. 
Nontraffic moving motor vehkle accident.-The 
accident is in the “nontraffic” category if it oc- . 
curred entirely in any place other than a public 
highway. 

Accident while at work.-The class of acci. 
dent is “while at work” if the injured person was 
17 years of age or over and was at work at a job 
or a business at the time the accident happened. 

Home accident.-The class of accident is 
“home” if the injury occurred either inside or 
outside the house. “Outside the house” refers to 
the yard, buildings, and sidewalks on the prop­
erty. “Home” includes not only the person’s 
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own home but also any other home in which he 
may have been when he was injured. 

Other accident.-The class of accident is 
“other” if the occurrence of injury cannot be 
classified in one or more of the first three class-
of-accident categories (i.e., moving motor vehi­
cle, while at work, or home). This category 
therefore includes persons injured in public 
places (e.g., tripping and falling in a store or on a 
public sidewalk) and also nonaccidental injuries 
such as homicidal and suicidal attempts. The sur­
vey does not cover the military population, but 
current disability of various types resulting from 
prior injury occurring while the person was in 
the Armed Forces is covered and is included in 
this class. The class also includes mishaps for 
which the class of accident could not be 
ascertained. 

Terms Relating to Place of Accident 

Place of accident.-Persons injured are clas­
sified according to the type of place where the 
injury occurred. The places of accidents are (1) 
home, (2) street or highway, (3) farm, (4) indus­
trial place, (5) school, (6) place of recreation, 
and (7) other. 

Home.-The place or accident is considered as 
“home” if the injury occurred either inside or 
outside the home but within the property 
boundaries. “Home” includes not only the per-
son’s own home but also any other home (va­
cant or occupied) in which he may have been 
when he was injured. “Home” includes any 
structure that has the primary function of a 
dwelling unit, and includes the structure and 
premises of such places as apartment houses and 
house trailers. 

Inside the house.-“Inside the house” in­
cludes any room, attic, cellar, porch, or 
steps leading to an entrance of the house. 
However,. inside the garage is not con­
sidered as inside the house. 

Outside the house.-“Outside the house” 
includes the yard, driveway, garage, patio, 
gardens, or walks. On a farm, only the 
premises adjacent to the house are con­
sidered as part of the home. Injuries due to 
accidents occurring on cultivated land, in 

barns, or other similar farm buildings 
would not be considered home injuries. 

Street or highway.-“Street or highway” means 
the entire area between property lines of which 
any part is open for the use of the public as a 
matter of right or custom. It includes the 
roadway, shoulder, curb, or public sidewalk; ex­
cluded are private driveways, lanes,or sidewalks. 

Farm.-“Farm” as a place of accident refers to 
accidents occurring in farm buildings or on culti­
vated land but does not include accidents oc­
curring. in the farm home or premises. A ranch is 
c0nsidered.a farm. 

Indus&al place.-“Industrial place” is the term 
applied to accidents occurring in an industrial 
place or on the premises. Included are such 
places as factories, railway yards, warehouses, 
workshops, logging camps, shipping piers, oil 
fields, shipyards, sand and gravel pits, canneries, 
and auto repair garages. Construction projects 
such as houses, buildings, bridges, and new roads 
are included in this category. Buildings under-
going remodeling, with the exception of private 
homes, are classified as industrial places or 
premises. 

School.-“School” as a place of accident in­
cludes all accidents occurring in school buildings 
or on the premises. This classification includes 
elementary schools, high schools, colleges, and 
trade and business schools. 

Place of recreation.-“Place of recreation” is 
used to describe accidents occurring in places 
organized for sports and recreation other than 
recreational areas located at a place already de-
fined as “home,” “industrial place,” or 
“school.” Bowling alley, amusement park, foot-
ball stadium, and dance hall are examples of 
“place of recreation.? In “place of accident” 
classification of injuries the place is significant 
rather than the activity in which the person was 
engaged at the time of accident. Hence, an in-
jury sustained by a person at a dance hall while 
he was at work is classified as a “place of recre­
ation” injury. Likewise, an injury occurring 
while a person was engaged in a sport in an in­
dustrial place is classified as an “industrial 
place” injury. 
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Other.-Accidents which cannot be classified in 
any of the above groups or for which the place is 
unknown are classified as yother.” Included in 
the classification are such places as restaurants, 
churches, business and professional offices, and 
open or wooded country. 

Terms Relating to Disability 

Disability day.-Short-term disability days 
are classified according to whether they are days 
of restricted activity, bed days, hospital days, 
work-loss days, or school-loss days. All hospital 
days are, by definition, days of bed disability; all 
days of bed disability are, by definition, days of 
restricted activity. The converse form of these 
statements is, of course, not true. Days lost from 
work and days lost from school are special terms 
which apply to the working and school-age 
populations only, but these too are days of re­
stricted activity. Hence “days of restricted activ­
ity” is the most inclusive term used to describe 
disability days. 

Restricted-activity day.-A day of re­
stricted activity is one on which a person cuts 
down on his usual activities for the whole of 
that day because of an illness or an injury. The 
term “usual activities” for any day means the 
things that the person would ordinarily do on 
that day. For children under school age, usual ac­
tivities depend on whatever the usual pattern is 
for the child’s day, which will in turn be af­
fected by the age of the child, weather condi­
tions, and so forth. For retired or elderly per-
sons, usual activities might consist of almost no 
activity, but cutting down on even a small 
amount for as much as a day would constitute 
restricted activity. On Sundays or holidays, 
usual activities are the things the person usually 
does on such days-going to church, playing 
golf, visiting friends or relatives, or staying at 
home and listening to the radio, reading, looking 
at television, and so forth. Persons who have 
permanently reduced their usual activities be-
cause of a chronic condition might not report 
any restricted-activity days during a Gveek 
period. Therefore absence of restricted-activity 
days does not imply normal health. 

Restricted activity does not imply com­
plete inactivity, but it does imply only the mini-

mum of usual activities. A special nap for an 
hour after lunch does not constitute cutting 
down on usual activities, nor does the elimina­
tion of a heavy chore such as cleaning ashes out 
of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a 
farmer or housewife carries on only the mini-
mum of the day’s chores, however, this is a day 
of restricted activity. 

A day spent in bed or a day home from 
work or school because of illness or injury is, of 
course, a restricted-activity day. 

Bed-disability day.-A day of bed disability 
is one on which a person stays in bed for all or 
most of the day because of a specific illness or 
injury. All or most of the day is defined as more 
than half of the daylight hours. All hospital days 
for inpatients are considered to be days of bed 
disability even if the patient was not actually in 
bed at the hospital. 

Work-l& day.-A day lost from work is a ’ 
day on which a person did not work at his job or 
business for at least half of his normal workday 
because of a specific illness or injury. The num­
ber of days lost from work is determined only 
for persons 17 years of age and over who re-
ported that at any time during the 2-week 
period covered by. the interview they either 
worked at or had a job or business. (See “Cur­
rently employed persons” under “Demographic 
Terms.“) 

School-loss day.-A day lost from school is 
a normal school day on which a child did not 
attend school because of a specific illness or in-
jury. The number of days lost from school is 
determined only for children 6-16 years of age. 

Classification of injured persons by activity 
restriction or medical attendance.-The classi­
fication of injured persons by activity restriction 
or medical attendance is based on the classifi­
cation of the injury. (See definitions for activity-
restricting injury, bed-disabling injury, work- or 
school-loss injury, and medically attended in-
jury.) For example, a person may have received 
several injuries in a single accident; if one of the 
injuries involved 1 or more days of restricted 
activity, 1 or more days in bed, or medical at­
tendance, the person injured would corre­
spondingly be classified as with restricted activ­
ity, with bed disability, or medically attended. 

AC tivity-restricting injury.-An activity-
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restricting injury is an injury which has caused at 
least 1 day of restricted activity. (See definition 

, 	 of restricted-activity day.) The incidence of 
activity-restricting injuries is estimated from the 
number of such injuries reported as having oc­
curred in the 2 weeks before the interview week. 
For this reason, an injury which did not result in 
restricted activity until after the end of the 
P-week period in which it occurred is not classi­
f i e d as an activity-restricting injury. 

Bed-disabling injury.-An injury resulting 
in at least 1 day of bed ,disability is called a bed-
disabling injury. (See also definition of activity-
restricting injury.) 

Work- or scho+loss injury.-An injury re­
sulting in ‘at least 1 day of work or school loss is 
called a work-loss injury or a school-loss injury. 
(See also definition of activity-restricting 
injury.) 

Medically attended injury.-An injury for 
which a physician was consulted is called a medi­
cally attended injury. Consulting a physician in­
cludes consultation in person or by telephone 
for treatment or advice. Advice from the physi­
cian transmitted to the patient through the 
nurse is counted as medical consultation as well 
as visits to physicians in clinics or hospitals. If at 
one visit the physician is consulted about more 
than one injury for each of several patients, each 
injury is counted as medically attended. 

A parent consulting a physician about a 
child’s injury is counted as medical consultation 
about that injury even if the child was not seen 
by the physician at that time. 

For the purpose of this definition “physi­
cian” includes doctors of medicine and osteo­
pathic physicians. The term “doctor” is used in 
the interview rather than “physician” because of 
popular usage. However, the concept toward 

.which all instructions are directed is that which 
is described here. 

An injury is counted as medically attended 
if a physician was consulted about it at its onset 
or at any time thereafter. However, the first 
medical attention for an injury that was ex­
perienced during the 2-week period prior to the 
household interview may not occur until after 
the end of the 2-week period. Such cases are 
treated as though there was no medical attention. 

Demographic Terms 

Age.-The age recorded for each person is 
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single 
years and grouped in a variety of distributions 
depending on the purpose of the table. 

Place of residence.-The place of residence 
of a member of the civilian, noninstitutionalized 
population is classified as inside a standard met­
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an 
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm. 

S’tandard metropolitan statistical areas.-The def­
initions and titles of SMSA’s are established by 
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with 
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand­
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were 
212 SMSA’s defined for the 1960 decennial 
census. 

The definition of an individual SMSA involves 
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci­
fied population which constitute the central tit! 
and identify the county in which it is located as 
the central county; second, economic and social 
relationships with contiguous counties (except 
in New England) which are metropolitan in char­
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro­
politan area may be determined. SMSA’s are not 
limited by State boundaries. In New England 
SMSA’s consist of towns and cities, rather than 
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’s as defined in the 1960 
census and does not include any subsequent ad­
ditions or changes. 

Farm and nonfarm residence.-The population 
residing outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the 
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA 
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu­
lation, which comprises the remaining outside 
SMSA population. The farm population includes 
persons living on places of 10 acres or more 
from which sales of farm products amounted to 
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or 
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales 
of farm products amounted to $250 or more 
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons 
living outside an SMSA were classified as non-
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farm if their household paid rent for the house 
but their rent did not include any land used for 
farming. 

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts 
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits, 
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk, 
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and 
nursery and forest products produced on the 
place and sold at any time during the preceding 
12 months. 

Geographic region.-For the purpose of 
classifying the population by geographic area, 
the States are grouped into four regions. These 
regions, which correspond to those used by the 
U.S. Bureau of the Census, are shown in 
figure I. 

Region 

Northcast. . . . 

North Central . . 

South . . . . . 

west . . . . . 

-

States Included 

Maine. New Hampshire, 

Vermont, Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, Connecticut, 

New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania 


Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, 

Illinois, Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, 

North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska 


Delaware, Maryland, 

District of Columbia, 

Virginia, West Virginia, 

North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 

Kentucky, Texas, Tenncssce, 

Alabama, Mississippi, 

Arkansas, Louisiana, 

Oklahoma 


Montana, Idaho, \Vyoming, 
Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Utah, Nevada, 
Washington, Alaska, Qrcgon, 
Calil’ornia, Hawaii 

Figure I. 

Income of family or of unrelated 
individuals.-Each member of a family is classi­
fied according to the total income of the family 
of which he is a member. Within the household 
all persons related to each other by blood, mar­
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated 
individuals are classified according to their own 
income. 

The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (or by 
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period 
preceding the week of interview. Income from 
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents 
from property, pensions, and help from rela­
tives. 

Education.-The categories of education 
status show the years of school completed. Only 
years completed in regular schools, where per­
sdns are given a formal education, are included. 
A “regular” school is one which advances a per-
son toward an elementary or high school 
diploma or a college, university, or professional 
school degree. Thus education in vocational, 
trade, or business schools outside the regular 
school system is not counted in determining the 
highest grade of school completed. 

Currently employed.-Persons 17 years of 
age and over who reported that at any time dur­
ing the 2-week period covered by the interview 
they either worked at or bad a job or business 
are currently employed. Current employment in­
cludes paid work as an employee of someone 
else; self-eniployment in business,’ farming, or 
professional practice; and unpaid work in a 
family business or farm. Persons who were-tem­
porarily absent from a job or business because of 
a temporary illness, vacation, strike, or bad 
weather are considered as currently employed if 
they expected to work as soon as the particular 
event ciusing the absence no longer existed., 

Free-lance’workers are considered currently 
employed if they had a definite arrangement with 
one employer or more to w&k for pay accord­
ing to a weekly or monthly schedule, either full 
time or part time. 

Excluded from the currently employed pop­
ulation are persons who have no definite employ­
ment schedule but work only when their services 
are needed. Also excluded from the currently 
emp!oyed population are (1) persons receiving 
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revenue from an enterprise but not participating 
in its operation, (2) persons doing housework or 
charity work for which they receive no pay, (3) 
seasonal workers during the portion of the year 
they were not working, and (4) persons who 
were not working, even though having a job or 
business, but were on layoff or looking for 
work. 

The number of currently employed persons 
estimated from the Health Interview Survey (HIS) 
will differ from the estimates prepared from the 
Current Population Survey (CPS) of the U.S. 

000 

Bureau of the Census for several reasons. In ad­
dition to sampling variability they include three 
primary conceptual differences, namely: (1) HIS 
estimates are for persons 17 years of age and 
over; CPS estimates are for persons 16 years of 
age and over. (2) HIS uses a a-week reference 
period, while CPS uses a l-week reference pe-. 
riod. (3) HIS is a continuing survey with sepa­
rate samples taken weekly; CPS is a monthly 
sample taken for the survey week which includes 
the 12th of the month. 
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APPENDIX III 

PROBE QUESTIONS, CONDITION PAGE, AND CARDS Y AND Z (1972) 

Probe Questions 

This sww is being conducted to collect information on the Nation’s health. I will ark about visits to 
doctors an % dwtists, illness in the family, and other health related items. (HAND CALENDAR) 

The next few questions refer to the post 2 weeks, the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calaxdar, 

beginning Monday, (date) , and ending this past Sunday, (date) . 1 Y (5bJ 

ia. 	 During those 2 weeks, did stay in bed because of any illness or injuy? -...-__--__-__-___-_________________________--------------------------------------, 

b. During that 2.week period, how many days did stay in bed all or most of the day? 

8. 	 During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness 6. - WL days 18) 
or injury keep from work? (For females): not counting work around the house. 00 0 None (9) 

I. During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness or injury keep from school? 

If “N” in Q . 5a I go fo Q . 9 . 
work

I. 	 On how many of tbae days lost from 
{ school did stq in bed all or most of the day? 

1 

in bed 
‘a. (NOT COUNTING the day(s) lost from work 1 90. 1 Y 

i lost from school 1 
Wore there any (other) days during the past 2 weeks that cut down on the things 2 N (10) 

he usually does because of illnasr or injury?

___________-____________________________--------------------------------------


in bed 
b. 	 (Again, not counting the day(s) lost from work ) b. _ D=YS 

i lost from school 1 
During that period, how many (other) days did he cut down for as much as a day? 00 I-J None 

If I or mure days in Q’s. 5-9, ask IO; otherwise go to next person. 

stay in bed 
IO. What condition caused to miss wet during the post 2 waekr? 1 b. Enter condition 

IOb 
In lt.m C 

miss school Ask 
1 cut down I 

-... 

Y 
b. Did any other condition aus. him to { g:$tl > during that period? 

N (NPJ 
________________________________________--------------------------------------. -... -_-----_-----------

Enhr conditions In ,t.m C 
c. What condition? Reark lob 

IO. 	During the past 2 weeks did anyone in tha family that is you, 
your --, etc. COY* any (other) occidwts or injuries? Y (I lb and c) N (12)____--_____-__-_____---------------------------------------------------------- -. . 

b. 	 who was this? - Mark “Accident or Injury” box In person’s column. -. . 
1 
. ?~,bI-J Accident or injury-_----___---_------_---------------------------------------------------------~ - ------_ 

C. 	what WOI th* injury?--_----_----_-----_----------------------------------------------------------- -. . 

d. Did anyone how any other accidents or injuriw during that period? Y (I lb and c) N -... -_----__------_i________-___---___-_-__----------------------------------------------------------
For each person with “Accident or Injury,” ask: Y (Enter in,ury in I1.m CJ 

. . As a nsult of the occidmnt, did se. a doctor or did he cut down on tfw things he usually does? . .1 N 
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-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----- 

c4 
I 

i-J None 
14 . During the part 2 woaks (the 2 weeks outlined in radon that calendar) how many (NP)

timor did see D medical doctor? 14. - Number of vlritr > 

Y (15b and c) 
a, 	 During that 2.weak period did anyone in the family go to o doctor’s office or 

N (16)clfhic for shots, X-rays, tests, or examinations?___-____________________________________---------------------------------------

b. 	 Who was this? -Mark “Doctor v/s/t” box in person’s column. ________--________--____________________------------------------------~--------
Y (15b and c) 

5. 	 Anyon* *Is*9
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------______-_________-L_ N 

If “Doctor visit,” ask: 
d. How many times did visit the doctor during that period? d. -Number of visits (NP) 

I, During that period, did anyone In the family get any madical advice from Y (f6b and c) 
a doctor over the telephone?____-___________________________________------------------------------------------------------__--_ N (17) 

b. 	 Who war the phone call about? -Mark “Phone call” box In person’s column. __________-_____________________________---------------------------------------_‘~~_ophals_~~_______---~ 
Y (16b and c) 

C. 	 Any cells about anyon. else? N
________--_--__----------------------------------------------------------------___-___-__-I---__----_ 
If “Phone call, ” ask: 

d. How many telephone calls were mad* to get medical advice about --? d. -Number of calls (NP) 

Fill itan C. (DOCTOR), from Q,*s 14-16 for *II psrsons. I-J Condition Item C 
Agk 9. 17r ti wh parson with visits in DOCTOR box. ‘r HEN 17d) 

0 Prcxnancy (17eI 
a. 	 For what condition did s.e or talk to a doctor during the past 2 wmeks? 17a. 0 No condition 

____________________--------------------------------------------------------------.---------------------

b. Did see or talk to a doctor about any specific condition?___________-________--------------------------------------------------------------.---------------------	
b. Y N (NP) 

Enter condition rn ,tem C 
5. 	 What condition? C. and ask 17d 

-___________________-------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------

d. 	 During that period, did sac or talk to a doctor about any other condition? d. Y (17c) N (NPI
________________________________________------------------------------------------.-~-------------------

a. During the past 2 weeks was sick because of her pregnancy? 2 .----y_ ______ !E. 

f. What was thn matter? 1 Anything else? f. Enter condrtron In item C (NP) 



-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

Condition Page 

4. During the post 2 weeks, did his . . . cousc him 
CONDITION 1 to cut down on the things he usually does? I Y 2 N (91 

. Person number Name of condition 5. 	 During that period, how many doys did he cot -Days 
down for as much os a doy? oo !-J None (9) 

I. When did lost see or talk to o doctor about his . . .? 
s 0 2-4 yrs. 

6. During that 2-week period, how many do s did -Days
1 0 In ,“ter”leW 

21 
I 0 Past 2 wks. (Item C) 

6 (-J St yrs. 
his.. . keep him in bed oil or most of t I e doy? I oo i-J None

week [Reosk s 0 2 wks. - 6 mos. (Item C) 
s 0 Over 6-12 mos. (Item C) 7 0 Never 
40 I yr. 

Examine “Name of condition” ently and mark 
*’ 0 Acadent or ln,ury (4) !--J On Card C (4) q Neither (30) 

if “Doctor not talked to *’ record adequate description of condition. 
If “Doctor talked to . ” dsk. I 

o. Whot did the doctor soy it was? - Did he give it o mcdisol name? 9. When did first notice his. . .? 
1 (-J Last week a u 2 weeks - 3 months 
2 0 Week before s 0 Over 3-l 2 months 

Do not ask for Cancer s 0 Past 2 weeks - DK  which 6 u More than 12 months ago 
b. What was the coose of. . .? (Was it during the post 12 months or before that time?) 

n Accident or injury (4) (Was it during the post 3 months or before that time?) 
---------_---------_-------------

If the entry in 3a or 3b includes the words: 

(Was it during the post 2 weeks or before that time?) 


Ailmsnt Cyst Growth Tumor 0 Not an eye cond. (AA1 0 First eye cond. (6 r yrs.) (IO) 
Asthma Defect Meosh Ulc., Ask c: A2 c] First eye condition 0 Not first eye cond. (AA) 
At tO& Direore Rupture (under 6) (AA) 
Condit,on Disordw Troubl. > 0. C m  see well enough to read ordinary newspopor 

c. Whot kind of. . . is it? print with glosses with his \ left l y*?..... 1 Y 2 N 
i right t . . . . . . . . . I Y s N 

For allergy or stroke. ask: Continue for conditions listed or reported in Probe questions 38 of 39: 
d. How does the allergy (stroke) affect him? 4A otherwise, go to A3. For missmg extremities or organs, go to A3. 

(-J Doctor seen (I 2) 0 Doctor not seen (I I I 
1. During the past 12 months what did do or tokc for his. . .? (Write in) 

~~_~-__~__--_-----~_-~~~~~~~~~--~~~----~~~ 
For an impairment or any of the followng entries: Anything else? 118) 

mC”rtr”OI) PM” Weok 
Cyst PeI*y Wmknsss s _ 

e. What 

Abnc.ss Domog* Porolyri. 2. After first noticed something was wrong, about how long was it 
Ache (except headache) Groxth R”ptW. before he talked to (I doctor about it? 
Bleeding 
Blood clot 
Boil 

Hwwarrhage 
Infection 
Inflomm~tirm 

Sore 
SO,e”*S. 
l-mar Ask e: 

(Probe: Was it o matter of days. weeks, or months?) 

o a Discovered by doctor (140) 1 -Months 
CO ”Cc. NWOlgiO Ulcer 
Cramp. (exc*pt N*“riti. Vori.ore Ye,“* 2 -Days 5 -Years 

port of the body is affected? 

1 
3. BEFORE 

Weeks 

talked to o doctor about his . . ., did he do or take 
anything for it? 
I Y P N 

Show the following detail: 40. Does NOW take ony medicine or treatment for his . . .? 
Hood. .................. skull, scalp, face I Y z N (15)
Bosk/spint/vertebro ........ upper, middle, lower __----______-___--_--------------------- -------_ 

Ear or eye ............... one or both b. Was eny of this medicine or treatment recommended by a doctor? 

Arm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . one or both; shoulder, upper, I Y 2 N 
elbow, lower, wrist- hand 5. Has he ever hod suroew . for this condition? 1 Y I N-

Leg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	 one or both; hip, upper, knee, 
lower, ankle, foot 6. Was he ever hospitalized for this condition? I Y I N 
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17. 	 During the post 12 months, about how mony times has seen or 22. Where did the occident hoppen? 
talked to o doctor about his . . .? \ q At home (inside house) 
(Do not count visits while a patient in o hospital.) 2 0 At home (adjacent premises) 

s 0 Street and highway (includes roadway and public sidewalk) 
4 0 Farm 

18. About how many days during the post 12 months has this condition kept s 0 Industrial place (i?cludes premises)
him in bed all or most of the day? 5 0 School (includes premises) 

- DayS ooo 0 None 7 0 Place of recreation and sports, except et school 

190. 	 How often does his . . . bother him - all of the time, often, once in o 
8 I-J Other (specify) J 

while, or never? 
! 0 All the time 2 0 Often I 0 Once in a while 

23. Was at work at his job or business when the occident happened? 
o 	 0 Never (19~) a I-J Other (Specify) 

__--___________--_______________________--------- I Y 3 0 While in Armed Services 


b. When It does bother him, is he bothered a great de& some, or very little? z N a 0 Under I7 et t ime of accident 
I 0 Great deal 2 0 Some 10 Very little 

240. Was a car, truck, bus, or other motor vehicle 
. a Other (Specify1 involved in the accident in any way?

-_--____-___-_--________________________--------- I Y i! N (26; 
0 All the time in 19a (A3) b. Was more than one vehicle involved? Y N 

C. Does still hove this condition? ______--__----__---_____________________-~---~~~~ 

t Y (A3) N E. Wos it (either one) moving at the time? I Y 2N 
------------------------------___------------~------

d. Is this condition completely cured or is it under control? 25.. Was outside the vehicle, getting in or out of it, o passenger 
or was the driver?

2 a Cured s I-J Under control (A3) 
t 0 Outside (b) 3 0 Passenger (Cl 

4 0 Other (Specify)-_---___---_____________________________--------- (fl z 0 Getting in or out (c) a 0 Driver (cj
-______-_____--___--____________________---------

l . About how long did hove this condition before it was cured? b. What kind(s) of motor vehicle woe involved? 
o n Less than one month 
------------L-------------------------------------Months -YearS I (-J Car (26) P n Taxi (26) s 0 Bus (26) 


f. War this condition present ot any time during the post 12 months? 
. 0 Truck (26) s 0 Motorcycle (26) 6 I-J Other (Specify) 

1 Y 2 N -_L-____-___________----------------------------- W 
C. Whot kind of motor vehicle was in (getting in or out of)? 

A3 0 Accident or injury 0 Other (NC) 	 1 I-JCar 2 0 Taxi so Bus 
a 0 Truck s I-J Motorcycle 6 (-J Other (Specify) 

200. Did the occident happen during the post 2 yews or before that t ime? 

-o-~~i~p_lh_“_p_4_sr2__years_o_____O_- _____ 26. How did the accident happen? 
b. When did the accident happen? 

For motor vehicle accident. refer to Card Y end circle
0 Lest week 0 Over 3-12 months number for answer given.
l-J Week before 0 I-2 years 

If “Outside” -[12 weeks-3 months 

21.. 	 At the time of the occident what port of the body was hurt? I 2 3* ispecify) 

What kind of injury was it? Anything else? If “Inside” or “Getting
1 Pert(s) of body I Kind of inl”v in or out of’ -

4 5 6 7* (Specify object)
--------_------- ----_------------__-------------

i 8 0 Accident on roadway 
0 Accident not on roadway 1 (Specify how) 

If accident happened more than 3 months ago, ask: 
b. What pert of the body is affected now? 

How is his affected? Is he affected in any other way? For nonmotor vehicle accident, refer to Card Z and circle 
Part(s) of body 1 Presenr effects number for answer given. 

II I2 I3 14’ I5 I6 I7 l8* 19. 20 21 22 

1 -----_--------------------------t__-________-___ 
23 24 25 26 27 28% 

*(Specify) 
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Cards Y and 2 (1972) 

CARD Y CARD 2 

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS NONMOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 

How did the accident happen? 
How did the occident happen? 

Outside motor vehicle 
I I. Any injury involving an uncontrolled fire or explosion 

I. Accident between motor vehicle and person 12. Any injury involving the discharge of a firearm 
riding on bicycle, in streetcar, on railroad 13. Any injury from an accident involving I nanmatartrain, on horsedrawn vehicle vehicle in motion (streetcar, railroad rain. airplane, 

boat. bicycle, horse-drawn vehicle)
2. Accident between motor vehicle and person 

who 	 was walking, running, or standing 14. Any injury inflicted by machinery (belt or motor 
driven) while in operation [Specifu machinery) 

3. 	Other way (Specify 6ou~l IS. Any injury inflicted by edge or point of knife. 
scissors. nail a* other cutting or piercing implement Y&Z

16.“Any injury inflicted by foreign body in eye, 
Inside motor vehicle or getting in or out windpipe, or other orifices r--------

I 
17. Any injury inflicted by animal or inse:t 1 

4. Accident between two or more motor vehicles 18. Any injury inflicted by poisonous substance 
on roadway swallowed (Specify substance) 

5. Motor vehicle came to sudden stop on 19. Fell an stairs or steps or from a height 

roadway 20. All other falls 

21. Bumped into object or person (covers all collisions I 
6. 	Motor vehicle ran off roadway between persons including striking, punching, I 

kicking, etc.) 
7. Accident between motor vehicle and same 22. Struck by moving object (include objrcts held 

I
I 

other abject on roadway (Specify object) in own hand or hand of other person, also falling, ! 
flying 	 or thrown objects) 

i8. Other way {Speci{y how) 23. Handling or stepping an sharp or rough abject I 
(include wounds from splinters, broken glass, etc.) ; 

24. Caught in, pinched or crushed (i.e., between two ! 
moving objects or between a moving and a I

I 
stationary object) I 

25. Came in contact with hat abject or substance or 1 
open flame 	 I 

I 
26. Lifting or other exertion 

27. Twisting or stumbling 

28. Other (Specify how accident happened) 
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES 

Formerly Public Health Service Publication No. 1000 

&~ic*.s 1. 	 Prngams and Collection Procedures. -Reports lvhich describe the general programs of the National 
Center for Mealth Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and 
otbcr material necessary for understanding the data. 

& .Til‘.S Y. 	 Data Evaluation and Methods Research.-Studies of new statistical methodology including esper­
imcntal tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical 
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory. 

Sl7%*.s3. 	 AnaZytical Studies.-Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health 
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the espository types of reports in the other series. 

St 7ic‘S *d. 	 Documents and Committee Reports.-Final reports of major committees concerned lvith vital and 
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration lalvs and revised birth 
and death certificates. 

Sl.rif*s IO. 	 Data from the Health Interview Survey.-Statistics on illness ; accidental injuries; disability; use of 
hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and other health-related topics, based on data collected in 
;t continuing national household intervielv survey. 

S,*rit*s II. 	 Data porn tfLc Hcaltft Examination Survey.-Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement 
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for tlvo types of 
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and 
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological char­
acteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements vdthout reference to an 
esplicit finite universe of persons. 

Sc7ic*s I?. 	 Data f?am the Institutionalized Population Surveys.-Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from 
these surveys \vill be in Series 13. 

S,,rir*s 13. 	Data on Healtft Resources Utilization. -Statistics on the utilization of health manpolver and facilities 
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services. 

SL4ritrs1J. 	Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities.-Statistics on the numbers, geographic dis­
tribution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health 
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities. 

S~~ric*.s20. 	Data on Mortality.-Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly 
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time 
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on 
sample surveys of those records. 

St*ric,s 21. 	Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce.-Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other 
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables; 
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not 
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records. 

“9Gric4s. ..&. 	Data j>om the Arational Mortality and Natality Surveys.-Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports 
from these sample surveys based on vital records lvill be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively. 

St*ricx 23. 	Data j?om tfte Nationat Survey of Family Growth.-Statistics on fertility, family formation and dis­
solution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey 
of a nationwide probability sample of ever-married Momen 1544 years of age. 

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, lvrite to: 	 Scientific and Technical Information Branch 
National Center for Health Statistics 
Public Health Service, HRA 
Rockville, Md., 20552 
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