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PHYSICIAN VISITS 

VOLUME AND INTERVAL SINCE LAST VISIT 


Kathleen M. Danchik, Division of Health Interview Statistics 

INTRODUCTION About 69.6 percent of the physician visits 
during 197 1 took place in a doctor’s office, 13.3 

Discussed in this report are data on the uti- percent were by telephone, and 10.2 percent 
lization of physician services among the civilian, were in a hospital clinic or emergency room. 
noninstitutionalized population of the United over half, 56.0 percent of all physician visits, 
States. These data were collected in the Health were made to general practitioners. The second 
Interview Survey during 1971. Data are pre- largest group of visits were to pediatricians-9.8 
sented on the time interval since a doctor of percent of the total. About 81.4 percent of all 
medicine or osteopathic physician was last visits were for diagnosis and treatment of a con-
consulted either in person or by telephone for dition; 50.0 percent of these conditions were 
treatment or advice. The estimated volume of chronic, and 46.4 percent were acute conditions. 
visits and number of visits per person per year Earlier reports in Vital and Health Statistics 
are presented exclusive of the number of visits Series 10 which deal exclusively with physician 
to inpatients in hospitals. Information is shown visits are Nos. 18, 19,49, and 75. 
on the volume of visits and number of visits per 
person per year by selected demographic charac- SOURCE OF DATA 
teris tics. Information is also presented on 
physician visits by place of visit, type of service The information presented in this report is 
rendered, and condition causing the visit for based on data collected in household interviews 
diagnosis and treatment. In addition, a percent for the Health Interview Survey. Each week 
distribution is presented of the population by t&.ined personnel of the U.S. Bureau of the 
the frequency of visits during the year prior to Census conduct interviews in a representative 
interview. sample of households in the civilian, noninstitu-

Based on data collected in 1971, an esti- tionalized population to obtain information 
mated 72.4 percent of the population saw or about the health and other characteristics of 
talked to a physician for medical advice at some each person in the household. During 1971 
time within the 12-month period prior to inter- interviews were conducted in approximately 
view. An additional 11.7 percent of the popula- 44,000 households including about 134,000 
tion last saw a doctor in the previous 12-24 persons living at the time of the interview. 
months. A further description of the statistical design 

Exclusive of visits to inpatients in hospitals, of the survey, the method of estimation, and 
the annual volume of physician visits totaled general qualifications of data obtained from 
999.3 million, or 4.9 visits per person per year. surveys is presented in appendix I. Since all the 
The comparable number of physician visits per data included in this report are estimates based 
person during 1969 and for July 1966;June on a sample of the population rather than on the 
1967 was 4.3, and the rate for July 1963~June entire population, they are subject to sampling 
1964 was 4.5. error. While the sampling errors for most of the 



.Table A. Percent of population with one or more physician visits within a vear of interview, bv. selected characteristics: Umted States,
selected years 

Characteristic July 1963- July 1966- 1969 1971 1973 
June 1964 June 1967 

Percent 

All persons1 . ... .... .. . . .. ... .. ... .. .... .. . ... . .. ... ... ... .. .. . .. .. .. ... .. 66.1 I 68.1 I 69.4 1 72.4 74.!j 

Male ............................................................................. 62.7 65.1 66.7 69.0 70.4 
Female ......................................................................... 69.3 70.9 71.9 75.5 78.,3 

-Age 
Under 5 years.. ............................................................. 80.4 82.7 82.4 87.0 88.5 
5-l 4 years.. ................................................................... 61.2 62.2 63.5 65.4 67.13 
15-24 years ................................................................... 66.1 70.0 71.1 72.6 75.0 
25-34 years.. ................................................................. 66.2 68.9 71.9 75.0 77.5 
3544 years.. ................................................................. 63.4 65.7 66.8 70.8 73.11 
45-64 years.. ................................................................. 63.4 64.7 67.4 70.6 72.5 
55-64 years.. ................................................................. 63.6 66.0 67.4 71.2 72.:3 
65-74 years.. ................................................................. 67.9 69.5 70.5 73.5 75.2 
75 years and over.. ....................................................... 70.5 72.2 72.6 77.1 78.7 

Color 

White .... .. .. .. . ... .. .... .. ... .. ... . . .. .... . .. .. . ... . .. . .. .. . .. .. ... . .... . ... ... . 67.4 69.3 70.3 73.3 75. I 
All other . . ... .. ... ... . . ... .. .... ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. . .. ... ... . ..... . .. 56.2 59.0 62.9 65.6 70.7 

Family income 

Less than $3,000.. ......................................................... 59.5 63.8 66.2 71.8 74.7 
$3,000$4,999.. ............................................................ 64.2 65.0 66.8 69.0 73. I 
$5,000-$6,999 .............................................................. 67.1 67.4 68.2 69.9 71.4 
$7,000-$9,999.. ............................................................ 69.8 69.9 69.5 72.3 73:3 
$1 o,ooO-$14,999 .......................................................... 71.8 72.1 71.8 74.4 75.3 
$15,000 or more.. ........................................................ 75.4 75.3 74.5 76.1 77.4 

Education of head of family 

Less than 5 years ......................................................... 
5-8 years ..................................................................... 

55.1 
59.4 

58.0 
62.1 

61.2 
63.4 

64.1 
66.0 t 68.3 

9-12 years ................................................................... 67.4 68.8 69.7 72.2 74.0 
13 years or more ......................................................... 75.8 76.2 76.2 79.1 80.5 

Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activity2.. ............................. 
Limited in amount or kind of major activity2.. ............ 
Limited but not in major activity2.. ............................. 
Not limited in activity.. ................................................ 

. . . 

. . * 

. . . 

. . . 

82.5 
81.2 
82.1 
66.3 

83.2 
82.6 
80.1 
67.7 

85.8 
85.2 
83.4 
70.6 

87.3 
86.8 
83.7 
72.7 

Place of residence 

SMSA .. ... .... . . .. .. .. ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. ... .. .... . ..... . ... . .... . ..... .... .. . 67.6 69.5 70.8 73.4 75.7 
Outside SMSA: 

Nonfarm ... .. .. .. . ... . .. .. . .. ... . .. ... ... . ... .. .. ... .. .... .. . .. .. .... . ..... . 64.8 66.6 67.6 71.2 72.2 
Farm . . ... ... .... . .... .. . ... . .. . ... .. .. ... ... ... .. .. . .. .... .. ... .. . .. .. ... ... . 56.9 59.7 60.5 65.7 68.2 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table A. Percent of population with one or more physician visits within a year of interview, by selected characteristics: United States, 
selected years-Con. 

Characteristic July 1963- July 1966- 1969 1971 1973
June 1964 June 1967 

Percent 
Geographic region 

Northeest .... .. .. .... . .. . ... .... ... . .. . . .. .. . ... .. . ... .... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. .. 67.5 70.1 71.2 73.0 75.5 
North Central... . ... . .. .. ... .. .. . .. . . .. .... .. .. .. .. .... .. .. . .... . ... . ... .. . . 65.9 67.7 68.3 72.2 74.3 
South ... .. ... . .. .. .. ..I......................................................... 63.8 65.9 68.1 71.7 73.7 
west .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . *.*. .. ... .. .. . .. ..*................................... 68.4 69.9 71 .o 73.0 74.9 

’ Includes unknown family income and education. 
2Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 

estimates are of relatively low magnitude, where 
an estimated number or the numerator or 
denominator of a rate or percentage is small, the 
sampling error may be high. Charts from which 
approximate sampling errors can be estimated 
and instructions for their use are shown in the 
section “Reliability of Estimates” in appendix I. 

Another source of error in interview data is 
response error. Response error occurs when 
household respondents do not know the re-
quested information, fail to accurately recall 
events occurring during the reference period, 
report events which actually happened outside 
the reference period as having occurred during 
it, or withhold information. Studies mentioned 
in a previous report on physician visits (VzM 
and Health Statistics, Series 10, No. lg) suggest 
that reporting of physician visits is subject to 
substantial underreporting as well as over-
reporting, which, to an undetermined extent, 
tend to compensate for each other. 

Definitions of certain terms used in this 
report are explained in appendix II. It is sug­
gested that the reader familiarize himself with 
these definitions, as some of these terms have a 
specialized meaning for the purpose of the 
survey. 

The entire questionnaire used during 1971 is 
illustrated in the Current Estimates report for 
this period (Series 10, No. 79). The probe ques­
tions and recording form used to obtain infor­
mation about physician visits are illustrated in 
appendix III of the present report. 

TIME INTERVAL SINCE 
LAST PHYSICIAN VISIT 

According to information collected in health 
interviews during 1971, an estimated 
146,465,OOO persons, 72.4 percent of the civil­
ian, noninstitutionalized population, consulted a 
physician at least once during the year (tables A, 
1, and 2). A physician visit is defined as a con­
sultation with a doctor of medicine or osteo­
pathic physician, either in person or by tele­
phone, for examination, diagnosis, treatment, or 
advice. The service may be rendered by the 
physician himself or by a nurse or other aide 
acting under the physician’s supervision. Infor­
mation about the interval since last physician 
visit was obtained from responses to the ques­
tion, “About how long has it been since you last 
saw or talked to a medical doctor?” If the last 
time the respondent saw or talked to a medical 
doctor was as a hospital inpatient, this informa­
tion was used in determining the interval since 
the last physician visit. Physician visits for 
hospital inpatients were not, however, included 
in estimates of the volume of physician visits. 

In I969 an estimated 69.4 percent of the 
population made one or more physician visits. 
The comparable percentage for the period July 
1966-June 1967 was 68.1 percent, and for July 
1963-June 1964, it was 66.1 percent. In table A 
the percentages of the population with at least 
one physician visit in the year prior to interview 
are shown by a number of demographic charac-
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teristics for the five data collection periods.’ 
Between 1963-1964 and 1971, some of these 
population groups exhibited greater than average 
increases in the percent seeing a doctor. For 
example, the proportion of persons other than 
white who had one or more visits rose by 9.4 
percentage points (from 56.2 percent to 65.6 
percent) compared with an increase for all per-
sons of 6.3 percentage points (from 66.1 percent 
to 72.4 percent). Other variables with notable 
increases were the age group 25-34 years (with-
an increase of 8.8 percentage points), persons 
with family income under $3,000 (12.3 per-
cent), persons whose family head had less than 5 
years of education (9.0 percent), farm residents 
(8.8 percent), and persons living in the South 
(7.9 percent). 

About 56.5 percent of the population last 
saw or talked to a physician within 6 months of 
interview, and 15.8 percent had their last physi­
cian visit during the preceding 6-month period 
(table 2). An estimated 0.3 percent of the popu­
lation, primarily young people, had never seen 
or talked to a physician. This percentage was 
higher among persons other than white, persons 
with low income and low educational level of 
head of family, persons living outside SMSA’s, 
and those living in the South Region. 

*Estimates from the 1973 Health Interview Survey 
are shown in tables A and B but are not discussed in this 
report because the data were not available when, the 
report was written. 

*Approximately 5 percent of all interviews take 
place after the originally assigned interview week. These 
late interviews require a new 2-week reference period 7 
days later than the normal one. In processing physician 
visit data, the date of the visit is examined in relation to 
the date of the last day of the 2-week reference period 
(Sunday).Thus some multiple of 7 days must be sub­
tracted from the dates of any reported visits during a 
late interview to establish the visit within the expected 
reference period for the week involved. 

Examination of 1971 data revealed that approxi­
mately half the physician visits reported during late 
interviews were not counted because they appeared to 
be outside the reference period. A processing modifica­
tion eliminated this cause of error and resulted in the 
addition of approximately 20 million physician visits to 
the estimate that would have resulted using the previous 
procedures. 

3A discussion of data collection methods and data 
incomparability is found in Series 10, No. 75. 

VOLUME OF PHYSICIAN VISITS 
During 1971 the estimated annual number 

of physician visits, excluding visits to hospital 
inpatients, was 999,289,000, or 4.9 visits per 
person per year (tables B and 3). This number of 
visits, representing an increase of 0.6 visits per 
person per year over the 2-year period since 
1969, can be partially explained by a modifica. 
tion in the survey methodology.? This modifica, 
tion accounted for an increase of approximateI), 
0.1 physician visits per person per year. 

A second factor contributed to the increase 
in visits. There were 30 million more medicall), 
attended acute illnesses and injuries in 1971 
than in 1969 (259.0 million in 1971 and 229.0 
million in 1969). Assuming that each of these 
acute conditions required only one doctor visit, 
the increase accounts for another 0.1 visits pe;* 
person per year. Medicare, Medicaid, and othe) 
health programs probably have also contributed 
much to the substantial increase in rate of physi­
cian visits over the past 2 years. 

A comparison of the number of physician 
visits per person per year for five time periods-
July 1963-June 1964, July 1966-June 1967, 
1969, 1971, and 1973-is shown in table B. Thl: 
method of data collection in July 1963-June 
1964 differed from that used in 1971-s There-
fore 1971 estimates of physician visits per per-
son per year by selected demographic categoric,; 
are compared only with those for the period 
July 1966-June 1967. 

During this period of approximately 4K 
years, there was a substantial increase in the 
number of physician visits per person per yea)­
for most of the demographic categories shown in 
table B. The largest increases in rates of visit:; 
occurred for persons under the age of 5 and 
those 75 years and over, persons other than 
white, persons with an annual family income 0” 
less than $5,000, persons in families where the, 
education of the head was less than 5 years, and 
persons limited in their major activity. 

The number of physician visits per person 
per year differs for males and females (figure 1). 
While females had high levels of visits in early 
childhood, during the childbearing years, and 
during old age, the rate of visits for male.; 
peaked only twice: during early childhood and 
in old age. 
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Table 6. Number of physician visits per person per year, by selected characteristics: United States, selected years 

Characteristic 

All persons1 .............................................................. 

Sex-
Male ............................................................................. 
Female ......................................................................... 

Age 
Under 5 years ................. z ....................................... 
5-I 4 years ..................................................................... 
15-24 years.. ................................................................. 
25-34 years ................................................................... 
35-44 years ................................................................... 
4554 years ................................................................... 
5564 years ................................................................... 
65-74 years ................................................................... 
75 years and over ......................................................... 

Color 
White.. ........................... ....................................... 
All other.. ..................................................................... 

Family income 
Less than $3,000.. ........................................................ 
$3,000$4,999 .............................................................. 
$5,000-$6,999 .............................................................. 
$7,000$9,999.. ............................................................ 
$10,000$14,999.. ........................................................ 
$15,000 or more .......................................................... 

Education of head of family 
Leas than 5 years.. ........................................................
58 yean.. ..................................................................... 
9-12 years ..................................................................... 
13 yean or more .......................................................... 

Activity limitation 
Unable to carry on major activity2.. ............................. 
Limited in amount or kind of ma-or activity2.. ............ 
Limited but not in major activity !2............................... 
Not limited in activity.. ................................................ 

Place of residence 
SMSA ........................................................................... 
o~$id;~;;SA: 

.................................................................... 
Farm ......................................................................... 

Geographic region 
Northeast ..................................................................... 
North Central ............................................................... 

........................................................................... 
txh ............................................................................. 

llncludes unknown family income and education. 
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, 

July 1965 July 1966- 1969 1971 1973
June 1964 June 1967 

4.5 4.3 4.3 4.9 5.0 

4.0 3.8 3.7 4.3 4.3 
5.1 4.8 4.7 5.5 5.6 

5.7 6.8 
3.3 

z-!: 4.5 
414 

2:; 
44:: 

2-i 
:: 6:4 
6:2 7.2 

4.7 4.5 4.4 
3.3 3.1 3.5 45:: 

4.8 6.22 1:: 4.5 2:: 
3.9 z-r, 

418 
5.8 44:: f:: 

4.7 
5.1 

4:9 
5.1 

4.0 
4.2 z.3 4.1 

4.0 
4.9 
4.6 4.8 

4.4. 413 4.2 4.8 4.8 
5.4 5.0 4.7 5.6 5.5 

44.75 44:: 4.1 418 i-i 

12.7 10.4 11.3 12.4 11.9 
9.3 10.5 10.1 

t: 	 it: 
3:7 3:6 2: Z 

4.8 4.5 5.2 5.2 

4.5 
23” 2; 3.8 34:; 

5.1 4.92 1*2” 
412 410 f :l: 2 
5.4 4.8 5.5 514 

or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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A G E  IN Y E A R 6  

F i gu re  1. N u m b e r  of phys ic i an  visits pe r  p e r son  pe r  yea r  by  sex  
a n d  age .  

W h e n  c o m p a r i n g  r a tes  by  sex  a n d  o th e r  var i ­
ab les ,  it is adv i sab l e  to e x a m i n e  age -spec i f i c  
r a tes. In s o m e  o f th e  va r i ab l es  th e r e  a r e  cons i de r -
a b l e  d i f fe rences i n  a g e  d ist r ibut ion.  Fo r  instance,  
a b o u t 3 1 .9 p e r c e n t o f th o s e  i n  th e  a n n u a l  fa m ily 
i n c ome  g r o u p  o f u n d e r  $ 3 ,0 0 0  w e r e  6 5  yea rs  

S M S A - - -
Ou t r i d e  S M S A :  

Non f a rm  -
Fa rm  ,.*Ies 

0 .0  I I I I I I I I 
1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0  5 0  6 0  7 0  6 0  

A G E  IN Y E A R S  

F i gu re  2. N u m b e r  of phys ic i an  visits pe r  p e r son  pe r  yea r  by  p l ace  

a n d  over ,  w h e r e a s  a b o u t 3 .7 p e r c e n t o f th e  
i n c ome , g r o u p  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  ove r  w e r e  th a t a g e . 

In m o s t a g e  ca tego r i es  u n d e r  a g e  5 5 , res i ­
d e n ts o f sta n d a r d  m e t ropo l i t an  sta tistica l  a r e a s  
( S M S A ’s) h a d  a h i g h e r  n u m b e r  o f phys ic i an  
visits p e r  p e r s o n  p e r  y ea r  th a n  res iden ts  o f n o n -
m e t ropo l i t an  a r e a s  ( tab le  3 , fig u r e  2 ) . O f p e r s ons  
u n d e r  3 5  yea rs  o f a g e , th o s e  l iv ing o n  fa rms  h a d  
th e  lowest  a n n u a l  n u m b e r  o f phys ic i an  visits p e r  
p e r s o n . 

Pe r s ons  i n  th e  W e s t R e g i o n  h a d  m o r e  phys i ­
c i an  visits p e r  p e r s o n  p e r  y ea r  th a n  res iden ts  o f 
th e  o th e r  r eg ions -No r theas t ,  No r th C e n tral, a n d  
S o u th ( tab le  4 ) . Th is  d i f fe rence  i n  n u m b e r  o f 
a n n u a l  visits p e r  p e r s o n  occu r r e d  m a in ly i n  th e  
m idd l e  a g e  g r o u p s , b e tween  2 0  ( 1 5 - 2 4 )  a n d  6 0  
( 5 5 - 6 4 ) , as  s h o w n  i n  fig u r e  3 . 

P e r s ons  wi th a n  a n n u a l  fa m ily i n c ome  o f 
u n d e r  $ 5 ,0 9 0  o r  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  ove r  h a d  a s igni f i ­
c a n tly h i g h e r  n u m b e r  o f visits p e r  p e r s o n  d u r i n g  
1 9 7 1  th a n  th o s e  wi th i n comes  f r om $ 5 ,0 0 0  to 
$ 1 4 ,9 9 9 , a l t h o ugh  th e r e  is n o  cons is tent  p a tte r n  
o f phys ic i an  u t i l izat ion a m o n g  th e  a g e  g r o u p s  
( tab les  5 a n d  6 ) . In 1 9 6 9 , p e r s ons  i n  fa m i l ies 
wi th a n n u a l  i n comes  o f u n d e r  $ 5 ,0 0 0  a n d  
$ 1 5 ,0 0 0  o r  m o r e  m a d e  a b o u t th e  s a m e  n u m b e r  
o f visits p e r  p e r s o n . Es tim a tes  fo r  1 9 7 1 , h o w -
ever ,  s h ow  th a t p e r s ons  i n  fa m i l ies e a r n i n g  less 

10.0  -
Nor theas t  
No, th  Cen t ra l  

9 .0  - - S ou t h  
.-. west  

2 8 .0  - , 

2 2 .0  -

1 .0  -

0 .0  I I I I I I I I 
1 0  2 0  3 0  4 0  5 0  6 0  7 0  8 0  

A G E  IN Y E A R S  

F i gu re  3. N u m b e r  of phys ic i an  visits pe r  p e r son  pe r  yea r  by  
of r es i dence  a n d  age .  geog r aph i c  r eg i on  a n d  age .  
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than $3,000 a year made a substantially higher 
number of visits per person per year than those 
in the income group $15,000 or more, and that 
persons with an income of $3,000-$4,999 had 
the same rate as those in the highest income 
group. However, among children under 15 years 
of age, the number of physician visits for the 
highest income group was significantly greater 
than that for the lowest income group. As 
shown in figure 4, persons earning less than 
$3,000 had a higher rate of visits than most 
income groups between the ages 15-64 years. 

During 1971, white persons had, a larger 
average number of physician visits per person 
than those of other races had, even when family 
income is taken into account (tables 7 and 8). 
The greater use of physician services among 
white persons occurred mainly for those aged 
under 2.5 (figure 5). Apparent differences in the 
rates of physician visits for persons aged 25 and 
over may be due to sampling variability. 

Increased use of physician services was 
associated with greater educational attainment 
of the head of the family, especially at the ends 
of the age span (tables 9 and 10, figure 6). 
Health education is usually more successful 
among persons with a higher level of educational 
attainment. When the number of physician visits 

10.0 

- - - Lert than s3.oal 
0.0 .a---- S5,OW.S6,999 

F \ - S15.0ooarmare 

00 I I I I I I I I 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 

AGE IN YEARS 

Figure 4. Number of physician visits per person per year by 
family income and age. 

I 
-I 

Figure 5. Number of physician visits per person per year by color 
and age. 

per person per year is examined for the com­
bined variables of education and family income 
in table 11, it can be seen that, regardless of 
educational level, the rate of physician visits was 
greater for the lower income group (less than 
$5,000). Income differences in the age-specific 

10.0 -
- Less than 5 years 

5.8 years 
9.0 - 12year.5 

.-. 13yearrormore * 

1.0 -

0.0 I I I I I I I I 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 

AGE IN YEARS 

Figure 6. 	 Number of physician visits per person per year by 
education of head of family and age. 
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rates for some of the education groups may be 
due to sampling variability. 

The rate of physician visits was associated 
with the severity of activity limitation due to 
chronic disease or impairment (tables 12 and 13, 
figure 7). Persons unable to carry on their major 
activity of working, keeping house, or engaging 
in school or preschool activities had an average 
of 12.4 visits per person per year, compared to 
the rate of 4.9 for all persons. It appears that in 
the age group 15-24 the rate of physician visits 
for persons unable to carry on their major 
activity is substantially less than the rate for 
those limited in the kind or amount of major 
activity performed. This difference, however, is 
probably due to sampling variability, as the 
number of persons unable to carry on a major 
activity in this age category is small. In addition, 
measurement error may account for some of the 
difference in rates, as a major activity may not 
have been clearly established. Among persons 
who were limited in the amount or kind of 
major activity performed, the high rates of visits 
for children and young adults suggest that 
corrective treatment and rehabilitation services 
were being performed for persons in these age 
groups. 

18.0 - .- Not limited 
- Limited but not in major activity 
,----a. Limited in amount or kind c,‘ 

\ major aCfi”ify 
\ - - - Unable to carry on major activity 

‘.
\ 

/ ’ 
\,/ 

e--­

\ /
‘. 

I 

\\\, 

.b,.-*-” . ..-...,.,. -A~--

2.0 
t 

0.0 I I I I I I I 1 
10 20 30 ‘lo 60 60 70 80 

AGE IN YEARS 

Figure 7. Number of physician visits per person per year by degree 
of limitation of activity due to chronic conditions and age. 

PLACE OF VISIT AND 
TYPE OF PHYSICIAN 

Information about the place of visit wa:; 
obtained for each physician visit reported in the 
health interview. During 1971 an estimated 
695.3 million visits took place in a doctor’; 
office, including group practices and doctors’ 
clinics (table 14). This figure represents 69.6 
percent of all visits reported during the year 
(table 15), about the same as the 70.1 percent 
reported for 1969. Table C presents comparativt: 
data on the percent distribution of visits b)r 
place of visit for 1971 and five earlier period:; 
during which physician visit information wa:; 
collected. 

Home visits accounted for 1.7 percent of the 
total visits in 1971, a decline of 0.6 percentage 
points from the figure of 2.3 percent in 1969. 
This decline in home visits continues a trend 
previously noted by the Health Interview Surve), 
and other sources, perhaps reflecting the prac. 
ticality of diagnosing and treating patients where 
laboratory testing facilities, X-ray equipment, 
and other medical resources are available. 

An estimated 102 million visits, representing: 
10.2 percent of all physician visits, took place ir 
a hospital outpatient clinic or emergency room. 
Of this percentage, which is essentially the same 
as in 1969, approximately three-quarters of the 
visits (76.7 million) were to a hospital out-
patient clinic and one-quarter (25.3 million) to 
the emergency room of a hospital. However, the 
ability of a respondent to distinguish between an 
outpatient clinic and an emergency room may 
be questionable.4 

An estimated 132.8 million, 13.3 percent, of 
all physician visits were telephone consultations. 
This represents an increase over the 12.0 percent 

4The American Hospital Association estimates that 
in 1971 there were 144 million non-Federal short-term 
hospital outpatient visits, of which 49 million were in 
emergency rooms, 51 million were in hospital clinics 
and 44 million were referrals for diagnostic servicer 
(Hospital Statistics 1971, table 6). Direct comparisonr 
between HIS and AHA estimates are difficult because of 
actual differences in definitions as well as differences in 
interpretations of the definitions by hospitals, respond­
ents, and analysts. 



Table C. Percent distribution of physician visits by place of visit: United States, se&ted years 

Place of visit 	 July 1957- July 1959 July 1963- July 1966- 1969 1971
June 1958 June 1959 June 1964 June 1967 

Percent distribution 

All visits . ....*..* .. .. .*.....*.*..... ... ... . .... . .... .. . .. . 100.0 1 100.0 1 100.0 1 100.0 I 100.0 I 100.0 
I I I I a 

Office ......................................................... 65.0 66.6 69.8 71.8 70.1 69.6 
Home ......................................................... 10.2 9.2 5.4 3.3 2.3 1.7 
Hospital clinic ............................................ 10.0 8.8 11.9 9.3 10.3 10.2 
Company or industry health unit .............. 1.1 1.0 0.6 0.8 1.1 1.0 
Telephone .................................................. 10.4 10.4 10.6 11.3 12.0 13.3 
Other and unknown.. ................................. 3.2 4.0 1.6 3.4 4.2 4.2 

reported in 1969. Telephone calls for appoint- cent to 8.0 percent), orthopedists (2.2 percent 
ments and other nonmedical calls are excluded to 2.7 percent), ophthalmologists (1.6 percent 
from these data. to 2.0 percent), and psychiatrists (0.8 percent to 

Demographic and socioeconomic characteris- 1.1 percent). 
tics of the persons with physician visits affect 
the distribution of place of visit because avail- TYPE OF SERVICEability of physician services and the ability to 
use such services must be taken into account. Respondents who reported physician visits 
For example, females made more office visits were asked the reason for each visit, for exam-
and telephone visits than males; males made ple, diagnosis and treatment, prenatal and post-
more visits to a hospital clinic or emergency natal care, general checkup, or immunization 
room and to a company or industry clinic than 
females. Persons living in families with an annual Table D. Percent distribution of physician visits by type of 
income of under $3,000 made 15.1 percent of physician: United States, selected years 

their visits to a hospital clinic or emergency 
room, but those in the income group $15,000 or 
more visited the hospital outpatient clinic or 

Type of physician 

emergency room only about half that often (7.6 
percent). Telephone consultations represented Percent distribution 
only 6.2 percent of the total physician visits for 
persons with less than 5 years of education but 
were used in an estimated 16.4 percent of the 

Total ... .. .. ... ... . .. ... . ... . ..... . .. .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Z 

visits by persons with 13 or more years of 
education-over 2% times as often. 

As expected, there was considerable varia-

General practitioner ............... 
Pediatrician ............................ 
Internist.. ............................... 
Cbstetricianlgynecologist ....... 

62.9 59.2 
9.0 9.3 
5.4 6.8 
5.2 5.6 

56.0 
9.8 
8.0 
5.7 

bility in place of visit according to type of physi-
cian (table 16). While in general 7 visits of every 
10 took place in a doctor’s office, 9 of every 10 

Surgeon, not elsewhere 
classified ............................. 

Orthopedist ........... . ................ 
Ophthalmologist .................... 

2.7 3.3 
2.2 2.2 
2.1 1.6 

3.5 
2.7 
2.0 

visits to an ophthalmologist and 6 of every 10 	 Otolaryngologist .................... 1.3 1.5 1.9 
Dermatologist ........................ 1.4 1.4 1.4visits to a pediatrician were office visits. Psychiatrist ............................ 0.9 0.8 1.1

Between 1969 and 1971 the percentage of Urologist.. .............................. 1 .o 0.9 1.0 
visits to a general practitioner decreased from 	 Radiologist.. ........................... 0.4 0.7 0.8 

Osteopath ..............................59.2 percent to 56.0 percent (table D). Over Other medical specialist.. ....... 
0.9 0.9 0.8 

2.4 1.9 2.0


that 2-year period, there was an increase in the Unknown ............................... 2.0 3.8 3.2 

percentage of visits to internists (from 6.8 per-
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and vaccination. More than one type of service 
may be rendered during a physician visit; 
accordingly, the sum of types of service may 
exceed the total number of physician visits 
(table 17). In 1971, a maximum of 1.0 percent 
of the total number of physician visits involved 
two or more types of service rendered during the 
course of a visit. 

An estimated 813.7 million physician visits, 
81.4 percent of the total, were for diagnosis and 
treatment. This represents an increase over 
1969, when 75.0 percent of the total visits were 
for this type of service. Diagnosis or treatment 
includes examinations and tests made to diag­
nose an illness or injury, regardless of whether 
they resulted in a diagnosis, and treatment or 
advice given by a physic@ or under a physi­
cian’s supervision. 

If the respondents reported that the visit was 
for a “general checkup” they were asked if it 
was for a specific condition, in which case the 
visit was coded as “diagnosis or treatment.” This 
question was not asked in 1969 and would 
explain the drop in the proportion of visits for 
general checkups from 10.3 percent in 1969 to 
7.9 percent in 1971. Approximately 3.8 percent 
of all visits were for immunization and vaccina­
tion, compared to 4.2 percent in 1969. The 
apparent drop in the proportion of visits for pre-
natal and postnatal care from 3.8 percent in 
1969 to 3.4 percent in 1971 could have been 
due to sampling error. 

Type of service varies by the demographic 
variables shown in table 18. More visits were 
made for diagnosis and treatment by older 
persons, persons with low family income, those 
with less education, and persons limited in 
activity. More visits for a general checkup were 
made by persons with high family income, those 
with more education, and those not limited in 
activity. 

The proportion of the total number of visits 
that were made for a general checkup is affected 
by the number of visits for other reasons. If it is 
assumed that a person will have only one general 
checkup within a year, then the number of visits 
for a general checkup can be treated as the per-
cent of the population with a general checkup 
(table E). More females than males had a general 
checkup in 1971 (40.2 percent compared with 

38.2 percent in table E). This relationship 
appears to be the reverse of that observed in 
table 18, which showed that males saw a doctor 
for a general checkup in 8.9 percent of their 
total physician visits and females in 7.3 percent 
of their total visits. However, the fact that 5.8 
percent of visits by females were for prenatal or 

Table E. Percent of population with a general checkup within a 
year, by selected characteristics: United States, 1971 

-

Characteristic Total Percent with 
copulation general checkup 

All persons1 ......................... 

Sex-

Male ........................................ 
Female .................................... 

Color 

White.. ..................................... 
All other.. ................................ 

Family income 

Less than $3,000.. ............. . ..... 
$3,000$4,999.. ....................... 
$5,000-$6,999.. ....................... 
$7,000-$9,999.. ....................... 
$10,000$14,999.. ................... 
$15,000 or more ..................... 

Education of head of family 

Less than 5 years.. ................... 
58 years.. ................................ 
9-l 1 years ................................ 
12 years.. ................................. 
13 years or more ..................... 

Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major 
..actlwty 2 ............................... 

Limited in amount or kind of 
major activity2.. ................... 

Limited b;t not in major. .actlvlty ............................... 
Not limited in activity.. ........... 

100.0 39.2 

100.0 38.2 
100.0 40.2 

100.0 40.1 
100.0 32.7 

100.0 27.1 
100.0 28.0 
100.0 35.1 
100.0 38.6 
100.0 41.6 
100.0 51.5 

100.0 23.2 
100.0 22.7 
100.0 26.4 
100.0 42.2 
100.0 59.2 

100.0 28.2 

100.0 29.2 

100.0 36.7 
100.0 40.4 

’ Includes unknown family income and education. 
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage 

in school or preschool activities. 
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postnatal care affects the percent of visits by have been as an inpatient in a hospital. This esti­
females for a general checkup and distorts the mate was obtained from responses to the 
comparison of reason for visit by sex in table 18. question, “About how long has it been 

A higher percent of white persons than since - last saw or talked to a medical doctor?” 
persons other than white had a general checkup Therefore, if during the year the last time a 
in 1971. This relationship is shown in table 18, person saw or talked to a medical doctor was as 
but the difference is more evident in table E, as a hospital inpatient, this visit was included. This 
the percentages are not affected by visits for is the only instance in this report in which 
other reasons. inpatient visits are counted as physician visits. A 

The percent of persons who had a general person who reported having seen or talked to a 
checkup rose with increasing family income and physician in the year prior to interview was 
education of family head and decreased as they asked the number of times he had seen or talked 
became more limited in their activities because to a medical doctor, excluding visits he may 
of health. This decrease is expected, as persons have had as an inpatient in the hospital. Thus, if 
unable to carry on their major activity or limited the only visit was as an inpatient, the person is 
in some other way would be more likely to have treated in the table as if he had had one visit. 
a doctor visit related to their specific health These data are shown in table 20. 
problems than to have a general checkup. A comparison of table 20 of this report with 

Persons who reported a type of service table 21 of the physician visits report for 1969 
which was classified as diagnosis and treatment (Series 10, No. 75), shows no substantial change 
were asked to name the illness or injury for in the percentage of persons who did not see or 
which this service was sought. Table 19 shows talk to a physician at all during the year. About 
that 50.0 percent of these visits were for chronic 5.0 percent of the population had 13 or more 
conditions and 46.4 percent for acute condi- physician visits during 1971. Population groups 
tions, with no condition specified for 3.6 per- with relatively large percentages of persons 
cent of the visits. More than one condition may having 13 or more visits included the groups 
have been reported as the reason for the visit, aged 45 years and over, with family income 
but table 19 is limited to the first-reported con- under $5,000 a year, and with limitations of 
dition. activity due to chronic conditions. 

The leading chronic condition groups The data presented in table 20, while 
reported as the reason for a visit were circula- showing the distribution of physician visits, do 
tory conditions with 9.3 percent of the total; not adequately show how these visits are con-
respiratory, 7.2 percent; and orthopedic impair- centrated within a relatively small proportion of 
ments (excluding paralysis and absence), 3.5 the population. As mentioned previously, 72.4 
percent. Among the leading acute conditions 
were the common cold with 6.0 percent of all 
visits for diagnosis and treatment; influenza-like Table F. Cumulative percent of population and of physician visits 

in the past year, by number of visits: United States, 1971 
illness, 5.0 percent; and other acute upper 
respiratory conditions, 3.6 percent. Respiratory 
conditions accounted for 17.2 percent of all 
visits for acute conditions, and injuries were 
responsible for 11.4 percent. 

FREQUENCY OF VISITS IN 53 visits or more ...................... 0.3 7.0 
25 visits or more ...................... 1.7 20.6PAST YEAR 13 visits or more ...................... 5.0 36.3 

5 visits or more ...................... 22.0 72.6 
2 visits or more ...................... 50.5 94.3 

As shown in table A, an estimated 72.4 1 visit or more.. ......... . ............ 71.2 

percent of the population made a physician visit Unknown number.. .................. 1.2 
At least 1 visit ........................ 72.4 10&i

in the past year, even though the only visit may 
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percent of the population made one or more 
physician visits during 1971. Of these persons, 
1.2 percent were unable to specify the number 
of visits they made..Table F shows that 7 of 10 
persons (71.2 percent) specified that they had at 
least one physician visit during 1971. Of greater 

interest in this table, however, is the distribution 
: 	of the population having the physician visits. 

One-half (50.5 percent) of the population made 
94.3 percent of all physician visits reported, and 
22.0 percent of the population made 72.6 per-
cent of all physician visits reported. 

000 
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-- 

Time interval since last visit 

Characteristic Total Less 
PoPu- than 6 ,&,:ks 1 year y&& &J'~~~ never Unknown 

lation months 

Number of persons in thousands 
All persons'-------------------------------- 202,360 114,423 32,042 23,755 21,009 8,311 576 2,237 

Sex-
Malc---------------------------------------------- 97,603 16,347 12,35t 11,855 311 1,186
Female-------------------------------------------- 104,757 56x:> 15,695 11,401 9,154 265 1,051 

Age-
U,,&r 5 years-------------------------------------
5-14 years----------------------------------------
15-24 years---------------------------------------
25-34 years---------------------------------------
35-44 years---------------------------------------
45-54 years---------------------------------------
55.64 years---------------------------------------
65-74 years---------------------------------------
75 years and over---------------------------------

17,792
40,771 

;: % 
22:246 

E';i
121044 

7,305 

13,320
18,906
19,635
14,647
11,876
12,769
10,717

7,565
4,989 

2,165
7,776
5,960
4,238
3,871
3,635
2,470 
1,;:; 

1,285
6,921
4,455
2,897
2,645 

f'% 

'2 

542 
5,052
3,583
2,455
2,591
2,687
2,202
1,304

593 

1,43c
1,085

666 
9% 

1,405
1,28E 

voc 
53E 

203 
165 

90
9c 
9* 
>5 
5? 
* 
4 

273 
521 
448 
258 
236 
232 
156 

70
-'-

Color 
White---------------------------------------------
All other-----------------------------------------

177,093 
25,267 

101,561
12,862 

28,321 
3,721 

20,3oc 
3,459 

17,798
3,210 

6,932 
1,383 

367 
209 

1,814 
423 

Family income . 
Less than S3,000---------------------------------- 11,792 2,408 1,894 2,089 126 189

3,000- 4,999------------------------------------- :x79: 11,741 2,891 2,376 2,633 :af3; 108 216
5,000- 6,999------------------------------------- 27:128 14,774 4,192 3,382 3,220 lf197 87 276 
,,ooo- t g,gvv------------------------------------- 37,267 20,903 6,023 4,638 3,845 1,428 359 
10,000-$14,999----------------------------------- 27,819 8,425 5,743 4,717 1,47i :: 442 

i pj,()oo or more----------------------------------- 2%, 20,830 6,257 4,096 3,128 947 ;t 302 

Education of head of family 

- ------__----------_----------------------
g-ll'years----------------------------------------
12 years------------------------------------------
13 ye*rs op more----------------------------------

35% 
651132 
52,466 

19,861
18,934
36,849
32,574 

4,921
5,457

11,161
8,948 

4,554 

";'%
5:351 

4,933
4,151
6,349
3,995 

9'22 
2:086 
1,131 

187 

i: 
53 

517 
320 
690 
414 

Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activity'----------------
Limited in amount or kind of major activity2------
Limited but not in major activity2----------------
Not limited in activity---------------------------

5,901
12,889

6,027
177,542 

4,643
9,692
4,184

95,903 

419
1,283

842 
29,498 

319 
753 
438 

12,249 

303 
783 
376 

19,546 

183 
320 
142 

7,669 

5; 

2,ll;r 

Place of residence 

SMSA--------------------------------;--------------
Outside SMSA:

Nonfarm--------------------------------------
Farm--------------------------------------------

129,828 

63;;; 
> 

75,067 

35,324
4,032 

20,209 

10,430
1,402 

15,187 

7,502
1,069 

12,732 

7,131
1,146 

5,004 

2 2;;: 

292 

237 
-x-

1,336 

818 
82 

Geographic region 

4egsy,rk;; 5 years--------------------------------- 8,964 4,638 1,109 1,052 1,190 725 123 128 

Northeast----------------------------------------- 27,736 4,791 1,920 109 390
North Central------------------------------------- x:: 31,172 !x 56'58% 6.220 2,273 9s 424
South--------------------------------------------- 62:880 35,185 v:sa7 7:420 6,597 2,824 292 675
West---------------------------------------------- 34,981 20,330 5,211 3,915 3,400 1,297 81 747 

1Includes unknown family income and education. 
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 

NOTES: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civil­
ian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 

The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 46, code A4AN. A guide to
the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Characteristic 

Age-
Under 5 years-----------------~--------------------­
$14 years---;-----------------.-------------------­
pj-24 years---------------------~------------------­
25-34 years-----------------------------------------
35-44 ~~srs-----------------------..-----------------
45-54 yea~r--------------------------~-------------­
55-64 years-----------------------------------------
65-74 years-----------------------------------------
75 years a,,d over-----------------------------------

Color 

Family income 

mess than $3,000-----------------------------------­
$3,000-$4,ggg---------------------------------------
$5,000-$6,999--------------------------------------­
$7,ooo-$g,ggg--------------------------------------­
~~~,~~~-$14,999-----------------------------------~­

or more-------------------------------------

Education of head of family 
Less than 5 years-----------------------------------
j-8 years-------------------------------------------
g-1.1 lears------------------------------------------
12 ye~rs--------------------------------------------
13 years or more------------------------------------

Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activity*------------------
Limited in amount or kind of major activity*--------
Limited but not in major activity2------------------
Not limited in activity-----------------------------

Place of residence 

SMSA------------------------------------------------
Outside SMSA:

Nonfarn-------------------------------------------
Farm----------------------------------------------

Geographic region 

Northeast-------------------------------------------
North Central---------------------------------------
South-----------------------------------------------
West-----------------------------------------------­

'Includes unknown family income and education. 
'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep 

Time interval since last visit 

Total Less 
PoPu- than 6 ,:;1:& 1 year ,ii:, &y~~~~ Never Unknown 

Lation months 

Percent distribution 

100.0 56.5 15.8 11.7 10.4 4.1 0.3 -* 1. . 
--

100.0 52.3 16.7 12.7 12.1 4.7 0.3 
100.0 60.5 15.0 10.9 8.7 3.6 0.3 ::ii 

100.0 
100.0 

74.9 
46.4 

12.2 
19.1 15.02 11.: 

* 
p;; 

100.0 55.7 16.9 12:6 10:2 E 1: 'I 
103.0 58.2 16.8 11.5 9.7 1. II 
100.0 
100.0 

53.4 
54.9 

17.4 
15.6 

11.9 
10.7 

11.6 z.65 
6:l ?I: 

100.0 57.9 13.3 9.0 s-9" 7.0 0:rr 
100.0 62.8 10.7 lo:8 0.h 
100.0 68.3 a.8 67:; 8.1 ::2 .e 

100.0 57.3 16.0 11.5 
100.0 50.9 14.7 13.7 :::: v . , 

100.0 59.6 12.2 9.6 10.6 6.4 0.6 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

55.4 
54.5 
56.1 

13.6 11.2 
15.5 12.5 
16.2 12.4 

12.4 
11.9 
10.3 

Z z-3 
0:2 

::i, 

::I: 
100.0 
100.0 

57.1 
58.5 

17.3 11.8 
17.6 11.5 Z 

;:; 0.1
9< 

0.'. 
0.t 

100.0 51.7 12.4 11.7 13.3 8.1 1.r 
100.0 52.9 13.1 12.1 13.1 A:! 
100.0 
100.0 

54.0 
56.6 

15.6 12.9 
17.1 12.1 

11.8 8:: 
00.2 

ii:; 

100.0 62.1 17.1 10.2 97:; 9:; 0:1 0":: 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

78.7 
75.2 
69.4 

1Ki 
14:o 

El 2.: 
6:2 

;:5' 
* 
* 0.; 

100.0 54.0 16.6 125 11.0 2:: 0.; 1.: 

100.0 57.8 15.6 11.7 9.8 3.9 0.2 I..0 

100.0 
100.0 

55.0 
48.7 

16.2 
16.9 

11.7 
12.9 

11.1 
13.9 

4.4 
6.0 

0.4
* ::: 

100.0 57.3 15.7 12.1 

:%: 
1oo:o 

55.5 
56.0 
58.1 

16.7 

29 

11.7 
11.8 
11.2 

1X 
10:5 

9.7 

i:: 

2":: 
-. 

house, or engage in school or preschool activities, 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates 

guide to the use of the relative standard error charts 
for 

in 
this table 

45. 
are found on the chart on page 48, code P4AN-M. A 

on page 
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20,221 

Table 3. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by place of residence, 
sex, and age: United States, 1971 

Place of residence 

Sex and age 
All 

Outside SMSA 

areas SMSA 
II 

Both sexes Number of visits in thousands !7umberof visits per person 
per year 

All ages--------------------------------- 999.289 678,136! 290,114 5.2 3.8 

under 5 years---------------------------------- 82,574 6.8 
5-14 years ___-___-____________----------------- 93,156 3% xi 3.3
15-24 years------------------------------------ 106,694 47:389 4:118
25-34 years-r----------------------------------

35-44 years------------------------------------

45-54 years -_---_------------_-----------------

55-64 years -----_^-__--------_-----------------

65-74 years------------------------------------

75 year- and over------------------------------


Male 

All ages--------------------------------­

u,,&.. 5 years----------------------------------

5-14 years-------------------------------------

15-24 years _-----------__----------------------

25-34 years------------------------------------

35-44 years------------------------------------

45-54 years------------------------------------

55-64 years------------------------------------

65-74 years------------------------------------

75 yea,-- and over------------------------------


Female 

All ages------------------_---------------­

",,&r 5 years----------------------------------
5-14 years-------------------------------------

15-24 years------------------------------------

25-34 years------------------------------------

35-44 years------------------------------------

45-54 years _---------_--__---_-----------------

55-64 ~~ars---------------------------~-------­
65-74 years------------------------------------

91,975 35,805 1,795 ;:;

68,863 27,705 3,731 .

84,172 29,690

71,328 

;x54 
x2 ?i

31589 614 

52,312 x:; , 19:851 2,103 7.2 

419,884 284,319 1 121,591 4.6 


65,442 45,221 18,993

73,350

57,473 532% 17,414

41,672 29:943

38,380 	 27,086 ;;%i

32,115 111649
30,729 13,365
18,979 10,994 1,857
10,430 7,557 * 

579,406 17,066 

x54:
100:727

87,903 
fXZs9
60:795 I% 
45,491 1:732 
33,434 1,21275 years and over __----_______-----------------

NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the art on page 46, code A4BM. A 
guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 4. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by geographic region, sex, anj 
age: United States, 1971 

All North- NorthSex and age regions east Central South West ISouth 1West 

Both sexes 

All ages----------------­

",,&r 5 years------------------
5-14 years---------------------
15-24 years--------------------

25-34 years--------------------

35-44 years--------------------
45-54 years--------------------
55-64 years--------------------
65-74 years--------------------

75 years and over--------------

Male 

All ages-----------------

Under 5 years------------------
5-14 years---------------------
15-24 years--------------------
25-34 years--------------------
35-44 years--------------------
45-54 years--------------------
55-64 years--------------------
65-74 years--------------------
75 years and over--------------

Female 

Al1 ages-----------------

Under 5 years------------------
5-14 years---------------------
15-24 years--------------------
25-34 years--------------------
35-44 years--------------------
45-54 years--------------------
55-64 iears--------------------
65-74 years--------------------
75 years and over--------------

II I I 

Number of visits in thousands Number of visits per person per year 

!44,928 

120,794 30,981 30,655 35,919 23,240
134,590 37,111 35,198 37,897 24,385

36,168 42,789 47,239 32,004
:52x; 27,014 33,674 40,715 28,171
100:299 26,757 25,140 29,168 19,234
117,835 29,331 29,703 33,859 24,943
108,363 24,536 28,759 34,762 20,306

77,322 20,030 20,833 23,102 13,358
52,312 13,001 14,431 16,574 8,306 

102,320 111,712 125,395 80,456 4.2 

65,442 16,964 19,822

73,350 :x1 18,943 21,788 ::: $2

57,473 141240 

41,672 7,961 x: 3~';: 2:: 2: 

38,380 10,575 10:441 Lo:133 

45,290 11,244 11,552 13,010 2-f ?b 


10,856 11,630 15,487 9,595 5:5 fi:o 
4PE 7,067 9,277 10,339 5,147 6.0 6.3
18Z878 5,168 5,510 5,161 3,039 6.5 6.0 

579,406 142,608 149,467 173,840 113,491 5.2 


55,352 13,691 16,097 10,351

61,241 :57% 16,255 16,108 11,209 4.‘; ;:i


100,727 211928 26,554 31,396 20,848 5:s . 

87,903 19,053 22,513 26,904 19,432 6.7 

61,919 16,181 14,698 19,036 12,003 5.4 82 

72,545 18,086 18,150 20,849 15,460

60,795 13,680 17,129 19,274 10,711 2-i 2:;

45,491 12,963 11,555 12,762 8,211 617 6.3 

33,434 7,833 8,921 11,413 5,267 7.6 7.3 


NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates of the numerators are found on the chart on page 46, code A4BM, and 
the relative standard errors of the denominators are found on the chart on page 46, code A4AN. A guide to the use of 
the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 5. Number of physician visits, hy family income, sex, and age: United States, 1971 

[Data arc based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, genera! qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Family income 

Sex and age 
All 

incomes' or more 

Both sexes Number of visits in thousands 

All ages------------ 999,289 122,324 108,147 123,892 177,326 230,223 181,277 

Under 5 years------------- 120,794 9,844 10,934 18,051 23,653 19,090
5-14 years---------------- 134,590 7,375 9,999 14,062 25,073 32,801
15-24 years--------------- 21,533 19,422 20,882 30,260 26,512
25-34 years--------------- EXf 7,257 10,264 16,465 30,482 24,294
35-44 years--------------- 100 :299 6,141 7,065 9,989 17,648 24,76045-54 years--------------- 117,835 9,696 9,635 12,985 20,285 27,834
55-64 years--------------- 108,363 16,543 13,619 15,857 17,702 16,876
65-74 years--------------- 77,322 24,907 16,032 10,579 7,269 5,714
75 years and over--------- 52,312 19,026 11,177 5,022 4,955 3,396 

Male 

All ages------------ 419,884 41,908 44,264 50,080 73,264 102,630 83,936 

Under 5 years------..------ 65,442 4,572 6,405 9,573 11,911 18,471 10,926
5-14 years---------------- 73,350 13,786 19,091 19,222
15-24 years--------------- %! x: %Y 10,033 11,048 12,219
25-34 years--------------- 2 %il 2;331 2:339 5:732 9,412 12,318 7,97635-44 years--------------- 381380 1,826 2,115 3,185 7,919 12,546 a,742
45-54 years--------------- 2,315 3,419 4,076 8,775 12,245 11,699
55-64 years--------------- 2 '52% 5,488 5,561 6,549 6,834 11,230 9,049
65-74 years--------------- 311831 8,557 6,998 4,662 3,018 4,057 2,786
75 years and over--------- 18,878 5,584 5,374 1,947 1,575 1,625 1,318 

Female 

All ages------------ 579,406 80,416 63,882 73,811 104,062 127,593 97,340 

.)I Under 5 years------------- 55,352 4,529 8,478 11,742 14,583 8,164
5-14 years---------------- 61,241 z‘E 4,498 6,501 11,287 19,158 13,580
15-24 years--------------- 100,727 13:839 12,869 14,085 20,227 20,045 14,293
25-34 years-------------;- 87,903 4,926 7,924 10,733 21,069 23,369 16,31835-44 years--------------- 61,919 4,315 4,950 6,804 9,729 16,269 16,018
45-54 years--------------- 72,545 7,382 6,216 8,909 11,510 18,428 16,135
55-64 years--------------- 60,795 11,055 8,059 9,308 10,867 9,524 7,827
65-74 years--------------- 45,491 16,350 9,034 5,917 4,251 3,577 2,927
75 years and over--------- 33,434 13,442 5,803 3,076 3,379 2,639 2,078 

1Includes unknown income. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on 

page 46, code A4BM. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 6. Number of physician visits per person per year, by family income, sex, and age:
United States, 1971 

[Dataare based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]-

l- Family income 

Sex and age 
All $10,000- $15,000

income& $14,999 or more 

Both sexes 

All ages--------------

Under 5 years---------------
5-14 years------------------
15-24 years-----------------
25-34 years-----------------
35-44 years-----------------
45-54 years-----------------
55-64 years-----------------
65-74 years-----------------

75 years and over-----------

Male 

All ages--------------

Under 5 years---------------
5:14 years------------------
15-24 years-----------------
25-34 years-----------------
35-44 years--c--------------
45-54 years-----------------
55-64 years-----------------
65-74 years-----------------

75 years and over-----------

Female 

All ages--------------

Under 5 years---------------
5-14 years------------------
15-24 years-----------------
25-34 years-----------------
35-44 years-----------------
45-54 years-----------------
55-64 years-----------------
65-74 years-----------------

75 years and over-----------

Number of visits per person per year 

4.9 6.2 5.1 4.6 4.8 4.7 

5.5 
2.7 5:: 

25 
4.0
4.7 

t-59 
5:9 

;:; 
. 

5.9 
7.4 2'9 

4.3 5.2 4.6 3.9 4.2 4.6 

25” 4:: E

Z ;:: 3-i 
2:92*: 2: 3.5

5:5 
6.0 56’? $5 
6.5 713 . 

5.5 5.2 5.6 

::i 	 5.0 2:
24 4:876’:. 

2: 26 

7.5 z-t 
6.7 7.2 6:l 
7.6 7.4 7.5 

1 Includes unknown income. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates of the numerators are found on the chart 

on page 46, code A4BM, and the relative standard errors of the denominators are found on the 
chart on page 46, code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on 
page 45. 
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Table 7. Number of physician visits andnumber of physician visits per person per 
year, by color, sex, and age: United States, 1971 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Sex and age 

Both sexes 

All ages---------------------

Under 5 years----------------------
5-14 years-------------------------
15-24 years------------------------
25-34 years------------------------
35-44 years------------------------

45-54 years---L--------------------

55-64 years------------------------
65-74 years------------------------
75 years and over------------------

All ages---------------------

Under 5 years----------------------
5-14 years--------------------,,--1
15-24 years------------------------
25-34 years------------------------
35-44 years------------------------

45-54 years------------------------
55-64 years------------------------

65-74 years------------------------

75 years and over------------------

Female 

Number of visits in Number of visits 
thousands per person per year 

999,289 888,879 110,410 5.0 4.4 

106,091 
EX% 119,462 X~~ 
;;; 2;; 140,610 17 :589 

114,378 15,197
100:299 87,814 12,485
117,835 104,855 12,980 
108,363 11,109

77,322 ;x;; 6,628 
52,312 47:722 4,590 

419,884 376,244 43,639 4.4 3.6 

65,442 56,855 8,586 
73,350 66,122 7,228 
57,473 
41,672 

51,306
36,932 

6,168 
4,740 

38,380 34,273 4,107 

3% 
31;831 

39"o'~ 
29:019 

%; 
2'811 

18,878 17,001 1:877 

579,406 512,635 66,771 

55,352 49,236 6,117 
61,241 53,340 7,901

100,727 89,305 11,422
87,903 77,446 10,457
61,919 8,378 
72,545 f%“;t 8,519 
60,795 53:347 7,448
45,491 3,817 
33,434 x , 2,712 

NOTE: The reAative standard,errors of estimates of the numerators are found on the 
chart on page 46, code A4BM, and the relative standard errors of the denominators are 
found on the chart on page 46, code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard 
error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 8. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per 
year, by color, family income, and age: United States, 1971 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

II I I 

Family income and age Total )/ White ) $!& Total White o$& 

All incomes1 Number of visits in Number of visits
'thousands I?er person per year 

All ages--------------------- 999,289 888,879 110,410 4.9 5.0 4.4 

Under 15 years--------------------- 255,385 29,831
15-44 
45-64 years------------------------

65 years and over------------------
226,198 
129,634 

202:108 
118,415 

24,090
11,218 

5:4 
6.7 

5:4 
6.7 7:1 

Less than $5,000 

All ages--------------------- 230,470 181,015 49,455 5.6 5.8 5.1 

Under 15 years---------------------

15-44 years------------------------

45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------

38,152
71,683 

x:2 , 

25,076
53,949
38,379
63,611 

13,077
17,734
11,115

7,530 

542
2:; 

::5’ 
23 

53:;
::; 

$5,000 or more 

Al1 ages--------------------- 712,717 658,429 54,289 4.8 4.9 4.0 

Under 15 years---------------------
15-44 years------------------------ ;:g $2 ;:; 

years------------------------ 388,073 ~3Ez 45,271 2: 44’: ;:i 


45-64 years------------------------ 5:3

65 years and over------------------ 6:s 6.7 7:3 


'Includes unknown income. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates of the numerators are found on the 

chart on page 46, code A4BM, and the relative standard errors of the denominators are 
found on the chart on page 46, code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard 
error charts is on page 45. 
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55-64 

Table 9. Number of physician 	 ,visits, by education ,/'of 'head of family,'sex, and age:
-is United States, 1971, 

[Data arc based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on thereliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Education of head of family 

Sex and age 

Both sexes 
All ages----------------

Under 5 years-----------------
5-14 years--------------------
15-24 years---------------c-----
25-34 years----------~--------.
35-44 years-------------------
45-54 years----.--------------
55-64 years-------------------
65-74 years-------------------
75 years and over------------­

b&r 5 years--------i--------
5-14 years--------------------
15-24 years-----------i-------
25-34 years-------------------
35-44 years------------*-----­
45-54 years-------------------
55-64 years-------------------
65-74 years-------------------
75 years and over-------------

Female 
All ages---------------­

m&r 5 years-----------------
5-14 years-------------------­

, .15-‘&f+ years-------------------
25-34 years-------------------
35-44 year*-------------------
45-54 years-------------------
65-74 years------------------­

years-------------------

75 years and over-------------

All edu- Less 

cational than 5 5-8 

levels1 years years 


’ Number of visits 

999,289 43,694 173.191 

2,657 9,982
16,035 

z ':68! 
2;075 112%: 
3,239 141321 

117,835 21,456
108,363 E1 

77,322 8;656 %E 
52,312 6,496 19:710 

419,884 18,274 72,091 

9-11 12 13 years 
years years or more 

in thousands 

162,986 313,521 293,006 

18,449 47,297 41,072 

%29i 
521604
29,326
29,377 

3% 
9:058 

65,093 134,124 124,740 

9,463 25,447 22,81665,442 1,068 58G 11,793 25,86173,350 
PiIi58 7:574 7,748 19,767

:I% 
, 

3,535 16,088
38:380 1,10; 5,299 14,078 11,242
45,290 2,081 8,252 14,451 9,995

3,684 13,230 1;,4;; 9,880
fl G! 4,185 1pg; 5,553
18;878 2,639 , 2:924 3,539 

579,406 25,420 101,101 97,892 179,397 168,266 

55,352 4,261 8,986 18,256
61,241 	 2595x7,670 10,216 x53; 19,859

2:220 10,006 16,801 38;225 31,626
1,363 7,854 29,130 36,516
2,138 9,022 ?I ~5~99 18,084
3,336 13,204 13:933 2'; '% 19,382
4,518 19,307 10,648 141426 '10,888

7,380 7,599 8,134
xii, E ,92"; 5,110 5,614 5,520 

'Includes unknown education. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the 

chart on pa e 46, code A4BM. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts 
is on page 55. 
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Table 10. Number of physician visits per person per year,by education of head of fam­
ily, sex, and age: United States, 1971 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

-

Sex and age 

Both sexes 
All ages----------------

Under 5 years-----------------
5-14 years--------------------
15-24 years-------------------
25-34 years-------------------
35-44 years-------------------
45-54 years-------------------
55-64 years-------------------
65-74 years-------------------

75 years and over-------------

Male 
All ages----------------

Under 5 years-----------------
5-14 years--------------------
15-24 years-------------------
25-34 years-------------------
35-44 years-------------------
45-54 years-------------------
55-64 years-------------------
65-74 years-------------------

75 years and over-------------

Female 
All ages----------------

Under 5 years-----------------
5-14 years--------------------
15-24 years-------------------
25-34 years-------------------
35-44 years-------------------
45-54 years-------------------
55-64 years-------------------
65-74 years-------------------
75 years and over-------------

Education of head of family 

cational than411 eau- Less 5 5-8 9-11 12 13 years 
levels 1 years years years years or more 

Number of visits per person per year 

4.9 4.9 4.6 4.6 4.8 5.6 

5.6 
. 

x 
2:: 2:: 4:7 

z-1 Ki E 
5:9 
6.4 

5:9 
6.3 66-E 

E z-56 

7.2 6.9 717 

4.3 4.2 4.0 3.9 

5.5 5.1 5.4 

4.2 
2.4 
3.1 
.3.2 
6.7 
5.4
6.3 
6.7 
7.7 

4.3 

7.7 

22 

2:! 

$5 

7:3 

5.3 6.3 

?:: 37:: 
5:7 68’: 
E 5:6 

lIncludes unknown education. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates of the numerators are found on the 

chart on page 46, code A4BM, and the relative standard errors of the denominators are 
found on the chart on page 46, code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard 
error charts in on page 45. 
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--------------------------- 

------------------------------ 

--------------------------- 

------------------------------ 

ucation of head of family, 
and number of physician visits per person per year, by ed-Table 11. Number of physician visits 

family income, and age: United States, 1971 
wneral qualificati~~ns, and inknmUion 011[Data arc based on housebold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutiokdizcd population. The survey design, ,, 

the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appcndis III 

Education of'head of family 

Family income and age 	 ill edu- iess 
cational than 5 5-8 9-11 ' 12 13 years 
Levels1 years years years years or more 

All incomes2 Number of visits in thousands 
All ages--------------------------- 999,289 43,694 i 173,191 162,986 313,521 293,006 

Under 15 years
15-44 yeara _-------__-----_--_-----------
45-64 years --__--------------------------
65 year- and over------------------------

330;;
226'198
129:634 

6,124 26,018 40,459
61,139 

3 %;t 

93,576 
1;; $2 

20:914 

86,792 

Less than $5,000 
All ages ____----_-_-----_-_-------- 230,470 27,733 1 73,862 47,597 47,353 30,018 

Under 15 years --_------___---------------
15-44 years ---------------_--_-----------
45-64 years 

3,364 8,109 

?5oE 2122 
2If; 

91994 

11,522 

8,301
20,356 

2,909 
1; ,;gg-

65 years and over------------------------ 11:771 33:876 10,650 7,173 6:099 
$5,000 or more 

All ages 712.717 13.613 1 88.234 105,322 249,253 250,825 

Under 15 years __--_---------------------- 2,648 15,842 26,432 77,470 80,393 

15-44 year8 ----_-------_----------------- 4,625 26,845 

%E 
109,926 1p;;


45-64 years __-_--___------____----------- 3,891 32,424 
6:402 

50,315

65 years and over------------------------ 2,450 13,123 11,541 15:051 


All incomes2 Number of visits per person per year 

All ages --__-__-------__----------- 4.3 4.9 4.6 4.6 4.8 5.6 

Under 15 years -_------__------___-_______ 3.0 3.8 
::: Z
15-44 years------------------------------ z 


45-64 years ___--_----_------------------- 6:l 2: 
56'; 

5.5 

65 years and 	 over------------------------ 7.1 6.5 . 7.7 

Less than $5.000 =I=
All ages ---_--__------------------- 5.6 5.8 5.4 5.5 5.6 1

I 
6.6 

Under 15 years -----------__----_--_______ 4.0 4.9 

15-44 year8 --_____---_-____---_----------

i:; 
z 
8:0


65 years 
years -_--_-------_------_---------- E!
45-64 and over------------------------ . 7.1 713 


$5,000 or more 
All ages ___----_-_------___________ 4.8 4.0 4.7 1

I 
5.5 

Under 15 years -_-----_--------_--_------- ZI 25” 4.1
3.6 

15-44 years
45-64 years _----_-------_-----I---------- 5:2
65 years and OCR------------------------ 9;. 6.1 25 

1 Includes unknown education.
21ncludes unknown family income. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates of the numerators are found on the chart on 

page 46, code A4BM and the relative standard errors of the denominators are found on the chart 
on page 46, code A&N. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 

25 



Table 12. Number of physician visits by activity limitation, sex, and age: United States, 1971 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 

information on the.reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Activity limitation 

I I I 
Sex and age 

Total 
population 

Both sexes Number of visits in thousands 

All ages---------------------- 999,289 743,319 48,120 134,811 73,040 

Under 5 years----------------------- 120,794 116,707 * 
5-14 years-------------------------- 134,590 120,118 7,& xi
15-24 years------------------------- 158,200 139,379 9:033 1,35:
25-34 years------------------------- 129,575 109,912 5:739 10,442 3,482
35-44 years------------------------- 100,299 76,505 5,022 14,738 4,034
45-54 years------------------------- 117,835 75,641 8,163 24,142 9,890
55-64 years------------------------- 108,363 56,168 7,087 27,810 17,299
65-74 years------------------------- 77,322 33,782 16,584
75 years and over------------------- 52,312 15,108 2 , E76 3 , 2:: 18,685 

All ages---------------------- 419,884 308,634 21,283 41,504 48,463 

Under 5 years----------------------- 65,442 63,177 1,703 * 
5-14 years-------------------------- 73,350 63,762 2,;;; 4,479 * 
15-24 years------------------------- 57,473 3,330
25-34 years------------------------- 41,672 2 % 2:549 2,386 l,SS:
35-44 years------------------------- 38,380 29'501 2,026 3,722 3,130
45-54 years------------------------- 45,290 29: 035 2,917 7,314 6,024
55-64 years------------------------- 47,568 22,968 2,438 9,295 12,867
65-74 years------------------------- 31,831 12, ;J$ 1,274

6: 
5,755 12,147

75 years and over------------------- 18,878 , 3,520 10,486 

Female 

All ages---------------------- 579,406 434,685 26,838 93,307 24,576 

Under 5 years----------------------- 1,451 * 

5-14 years-------------------------- 2 2: 2 E 2,43; 2,181 * 

15-24 years------------------------- 100'727 90'778 3,741

25-34 years------------------------- 87; 903 75;066 3,189 2 70:; 1,59;

35-44 years------------------------- 61,919 47,003 2,996 $016

45-54 years------------------------- 72,545 46,606 5,246 16,827 3,86:

55-64 years------------------------- 60,795 33,199 4,649 18,515

65-74 years------------------------- 45,491 21,128 2,792 t%

75 jrears and over------------------- 33,434 11,018 1,795 22;25 a:199
, 

'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool
activities. 

NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on 
page 46, code A4BM. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 13. Number of physician visits per person per year, by activity limitation, sex, and 
age: United States, 1971 

[Data are based on hausehoId interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Sex and age 

Both sexes 

All ages----------------------

Under 5 years-----------------------
5-14 years
15-24 years-------------------------
25-34 years-------------------------
35-44 years-------------------------
45-54 years-------------------------
55-64 years-------------------------
65-74 years-------------------------
75 years and over-------------------

All ages----------------------

Under 5 years-----------------------
5-14 years
15-24 years-------------------------
25-34 years-------------------------
35-44 years-------------------------
45-54 years-------------------------
55-64 years-------------------------
65-74 years-------------------------
75 years and over-------------------

Female 

All ages----------------------

Under 5 years-----------------------
5-14 years--------------------------
15-24 years-------------------------
25-34 years-------------------------
35-44 years-------------------------
45-54 years-------------------------
55-64 years-------------------------
65-74 years-------------------------
75 years and over------------------­

'Major activity refers to 
activities. 

NOTE: The relative standard 
on page 46, code A4BM, and the 
chart 46, code A4AN. A 

Activity limitation 

Not Limited Limited 
Total limited but not in amount 

kindpopulation in in major of 
or 

majoractivity activity1 activity1 

Number of visits per person per year 

4.9 4.2 8.0 10.5 

Unable to 
carry on 

major
activity1 

12.4 

* 
* 

1;':
13:9 
14.8
14.4 
11.1
10.5 

11.3 

* 
* 

12.2
13.6
11.6
13.1
10.4 

15.4 

preschool 

the chart 

14.9
12.1 
10.9 
10.9 
11.3 

E*;. 

E 

7.0 8.0 

15.2 
11.; 14.0 

6.5 
?92 

::8" 7:4 
23" 

;:i 

12.1 

14.8 
1X
16:0
13.8
12.9 
11.9 
10.8 

9.5 

or engage in school or 

numerators are found on 

5.5 

6.4 

ability to work, keep house, 

errors of estimates of the 
relative standard errors of the denominators are found on the 

on page guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on 
page 45. 
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Place of visit 

Characteristic Office Hospital company 
OtherOr 

Total (including Home clinic or industry Telephone andprepaid emergency health unknowngroup) r0Otll unit 

Number of visits in thousands 
All persons'------------------------ 999.289 695.311 -7,271 101,972 9,871 .32.847 42,017 

sex-

Nale-------------------------------------- 286,653 6,585 8,207 51,674 19,717
Female------------------------------------ 408,658 !0,687 1,664 81,173 22,300 

Age-

Under 5 years----------------------------- 72,550 ;L cc 28,735
5-14 years--------------------------------
15-24 years------------------------------- 158:200 106,987 

25,100
%?75% 84,590 1,192 
?< 2,058 

i'< 
16,434


25-34 years------------------------------- 129,575 93,532 9< 2,331 15,900

35-44 years------------------------------- 100,299 74,528 -'< 2,086 11,026
45-54 years------------------------------- 117,835 85,618 2,290 1,501 13,115
55-64 years------------------------------- 108,363 81,152 1,867 1,663 9,837
65-74 years------------------------------- 59,197 3,035 * 7,090

75 years and over------------------------- x223 37,158 5,897 -x 5,609 


Color 
White-------------------------------------
All other---------------------------------

888,879
110,410 

626,381
68,930 

.6,074
1,197 ,53% 1,686722 8,185 

6,035
126,812 

9,181
32,837 

Family income 
LOSS than $3,000--------------------------
$3,000-$4,ygg-----------------------------
$5,000-$6,999-----------------------------
$7,()oo-$g, ggg -----_--_---_-------_________ 
$~0,000-$14,gyg-------------------------~~
$l~,l)OO or more---------------------------

122,324
108,147
123,892
177,326
230,223
181,277 

18,422 ;b 
14,461 
14,045 1,lOi 
19,265 2,231
16,059 3,528
13,861 1,444 

11,439
12,491
14,108
25,301
35,112
28,347 

Education of head of family 

mess than 5 years-------------------------
5-g years---------------------------------
g-11 years--------------------------------
12 years----------------------------------
13 years or more--------------------------

43,694
173,191
162,986
313,521
293,006 

32,195
124,871 

;:osy 19E 
zoo:093 

1,515 

4% 
2'993 
51482 

5,357 
19,947 1,3a:
22,783 2,648
29,479 3,827
23,174 1,839 

2,715
15,751
18,740
46,149
48,140 

1,875
6,626
6,172

12,168
14,277 

Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activity2--------
Limited in amount or kind of major 

73,040 43,194 5,216 11,686 * 10,143 2,765 
activityz-------------------------------- 134,811 93,636 3,804 15,478 * 17,402 3,931

Limited but not in major activity2-------- 48,120 34,764 4,531 5,951 1,657Not limited in activity----------- 743,319 523,718 7,35: 70,276 8,952 99,351 33,664 

Place of residence 
SMSA-------------------------------------- 678,136 457,579 12,231 75,009 8,239 96,328 28,750
Outside SMSA:

Nonfarm--------------------------------- 290,114 212,643 4,696
* 

24,516 1,632
4 

34,532 12,097Farm------------------------------------ 31,039 25,090 2,448 1,987 1,170 
Geographic region 

Northeast--------------------------------- 244,928 162,167 26,797 2,868 36,898 8,629North Central----------------------------- 261,180 185,841 73% 23,603 3,014 36,803 7,976south------------------------------------- 299,234 208,531 3:943 32,527 2,121 36,964 15,148West-------------------------------------- 193,947 138,773 1,816 19,045 1,867 22,182 10,264 

iIncludes unknown family income and education. 
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 

NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 46, code A4HM. A 
guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 15. Percent distribution of physician visits by place of visit, according to selected characteristics: 
United States, 1971 

Place of visit 

-L
I 

Characteristic Hospital Company 
Otherorclinic or industry Telephone andemergency health unknownroom unit 

Percent distribution 

All persons’ 100.0 69.6 1.7 10.2 1.0 13.3 4.2 

SfS 

100.0 68.3 11.2 12.3 4.7 
100.0 70.5 1':; 9.5 14.0 3.8 

Age 
under 5 years----------------------------- 100.0 60.1 ::- 10.2 -'< 23.8

5-14 years-------------------------------- 100.0 62.9 0.9

-': 
12.2 >? 18.6


15-24 years------------------------------- 100.0 67.6 12.9 1.3 10.4

25-34 years------------------------------- 100.0 72.2 5: 12.3

35-44 years------------------------------- 100.0 74.3 ;'; 99.; 9: 11.0

45-54 years------------------------------- 100.0 72.7 1.9 10:s 1:3 ll.I.
55-6’1 years------------------------------- 100.0 1.7

65-74 years------------------------------- 100.0 :2-z 3.9 79-z 

1.5
-': ;.:


75 years a,,d over------------------------- 100.0 71:o 11.3 415 9< 10:7 


Color 

Wh~tr------------------------------------- 100.0 70.5 1.8 8.8 0.9 14.3

All other--------------------------------- 100.0 62.4 1.1 21.2 1.5 5.5 2'3 


Family income 

Less t,,a,, $3,000-------------------------- 100.0 64.8 15.1 7: 9.4 6.9
3,COO- 4,ggg----------------------------- 100.0 67.3 i.4; 13.4 ;! 11.6 
5,000- b,ggg----------------------------- 100.0 70.6 1:2 11.3 0.9 11.4 2.61 
7,00(-J- f g,ggg----------------------------- 100.0 68.8 1.0 10.9 1.3 14.3 3:8 

f 15,000 or more-------------------- 100.0 71.2 1.9 2: Z 15.6 Zl 

Education of head of family 
~~~~ tha,, ) years-------------------------
5-8 years---------------------------------
g-11 years--------------------------------
12 years----------------------------------
13 years or more -------__--______--_------

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

73.7 
72.1 
67.6 
69.8 
68.3 

3.5 

::'6 

::i 

12.3 
11.5 

l;e:
719 

?< 

x 
1:2 
0.6 

6.2 

1:*: 
1417 
16.4 

4.3 

i:: 

2:; 

Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activity*--------
Limited in amount or kind 

100.0 59.1 7.1 16.0 .'- 13.9 3.8 

10,000-Q14,ggg--------------------------- 100.0 71.4 1.3 15.3 

activity2--------------------------------
of major 

Limited but not in major activity?--------
Not limited in activity-------------------

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

69.5 
72.2 
70.5 

2.8 
t-c 

1.0 

11.5 

3 

2: 
d 

1.2 

12.9 
12.4 
13.4 

2.9 

2:; 

Place of residence 
SMS*-------------------------------------- 100.0 67.5 1.8 11.1 1.2 14.2 4.2 
Outside SMSA:

Nonfarm---------------------------------
Farm------------------------------------

100.0 
100.0 

73.3 
80.8 

1.6
-'- 78:; 

0.6
-': 

11.9 
6.4 

4.2 
3.8 

Geographic region 
Northeast--------------------------------- 100.0 66.2 10.9 1.2 15.1 

North Central----------------------------- 100.0 71.2 2:: 14.1 ::: 

south------------------------------------- 100.0 69.7 1X 272 12.4 

West------------------------------ 100.0 71.6 Ci:: 9:8 1:o 11.4 E 


'Includes unknown family income and education. 
'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 47, code P4BN-M. 

A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 16. Number and percent distribution of physician visits by place of visit, according to 
type of physician: United States, 1971 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on 
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Place of visit 
/ 

Type of physician 
Total 

Office Hospital Company 
clinic or(including Home emergency i;fghyprepaid 

group) room unit 

Telephone 
Other 

and 
unknown 

Number of visits in thousands 
Total--------------- 399,289 695,311 17,271 101,972 9,871 132,847 42,017 

General practitioner------
Osteopath----------------- 55;,;;67 39; '96;; t3,57: 47,111

* 
7,836

* 
69,588

* 21,949
* 

Dermatologist------------- 14:400 12:588 * 

Internist----------------- 79,580 54,873 1,46; 8,541 .* 12,74; 1,69;

Obstetrician/


gynecologist------------- 56,983 43,745 * 3,336 * 8,139 1,690

Ophthalmologist----------- 20,479 18,253 * 1,282 * * 

Orthopedist--------------- 27,440 19,278 * 5,688 * 1,79; * 

Otolaryngologist---------- 18,621 15,957 * 1,240 * 1,174
Pediatrician-------------- 97,486 60,361 * 6,031Psychiatrist-------------- 11,225 7,361 * 2,277 

* 
* 

28,452
* 2,10: 

Radiologist--------------- 8,263 3,299 * 2,873 * * 1,67:
Surgeon, not elsewhere 

34,764 7,;;; * 3,347 * 2,880 *classified---------------
Urologist----------------- 10,030 , * 1,534 * 1,395 * 
Other medical 

Unknown------------------- 32,143 8,145 * 11,978 1,17; 1,403 i?E, 
Percent distribution 

Total--------..--- 100.0 69.6 1.7 10.2 1.0 13.3 4.2 

General practitioner------
Osteopath-----------------

100.0 
100.0 

71.4
86.7 

2.4
* 

8.4
* 

1.4
* 

12.4
* 

3.9
* 

specialist--------------- 20,163 10,816 * 5,632 2,101 

Dermatologist------------- 87.4 * 
Internist----------------- ~o"~*~ 69.0 1.: 10.: * 16.;: 2.:. 
Obstetrician/gynecologist------------- 100.0 76.8 * ;k * 14.3 3.0
Ophthalmologist----------- 100.0 89:l * * * * 
Orthopedist--------------- 100.0 70.3 * 2:::. * * 
Otolaryngologist---------- 100.0 85.7 * * 2:.
Pediatrician-------------- 100.0 61.9 * 2-I * 29:2 2.;
Psychiatrist-------------- 100.0 65.6 * 2013 * * 
Radiologist--------------- 100.0 39.9 * 34.8 * * 20.;
Surgeon, not elsewhere

classified--------------- 100.0 77.7 * 9.6 * * 
Urologist----------------- 100.0 70.0 * 15.3 * 1::; * 
Other medical

specialist--------------- 100.0 53.6 * 27.9
Unknown------------------- 100.0 25.3 * 37.3 3.; % . 2::: 

NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates are found on the chart on page 46, code A4BM,
and the relative standard errors of percents are found on the chart on page 47, code P4BN-M. A
guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 17. Number of physician visits, by type of service and selected characteristics: United States, 1971 

[il.&t .wc Ixned on hnuschold intcnicw of the civilim, o,lninstitutintlalLcd population. The survey design, gcncnl qwdilicatims, and infomatim on the reliability of the csti­
mates arc xircn in oppcndis I. Drlkitions of terms PTCgiven in appendix II] 

Type of service 

Characteristic 
All Diagnosis Prenatal General Immunizationand andrisits' treiFient postnatal checkup vaccination 

Other 
care 

Number of visits in thousands 

999.289 813,718 33,530 79,311 7,629 44,784 

352,481 . . . 37,241 17,369 16,780
461,237 33,530 42,070 20,260 28,003 

Age-

"n&r 5 years----.---;---------------------------
5-14 years------------------------------------~--
15-24 years--------.-----.-----..----------------
25-34 years--------------------------------------
35-4/+ years--------------------------------------
45-54 years---------------------------------------
55-64 years--------------*-----------------------
65-74 years------*-------------------------------
75 years aild over--------------------------------

EX~ 
L58:ZOO 
129,575
100,299
117,835
108,363

77,322
52,312 

90,336
113,374
114,921

97,175
85,226

102,645
95,360
68,704
45,977 

. . . 

. . . 
18,868
13,293

1,370 
. . . 
.,. 
. . . 
. . . 

14,767
8,103

12,959
10,993

8,233 

x02 
4:846 
3,678 

15,934
8,821
3,397
2,180
1,561
2,197
1,954
1,075Q 

;c 
p;; 
4:243 
5,223
4,993
3,046
2,688 

Color 

White----------.*------.-------------------------
All other------------------------~---------------

880,879
110,410 

722,466
91,252 

30,128
3,403 

71,049
8,263 

32,;;; 
, 

40,557
4,226 

Family income 
Less than $3,000---------------------------------

3,000- 4,999 -_--_---*---__*---__--*-------------
5,fJGG- 6,999--------*-----------*---------------
7,000- 19,999------------------------------------
10,000-$14,9gg-----------------------------------

i 15,oolJ or ,nore----------*----------------*------

122,324
108,147
123,892
177,326
230,223
181,277 

106,584
90,891

101,516
141,439
184,109
143,995 

2,345
3,888
5,341
7,971
7,994
5,045 

5,361
5,940
9,513 

%93~ 
181311 

3,229
2,974 

%2i 
lo:766 

7,161 

5,772
5,188
4,207 
8,185

10,246
8,401 

Education of head of famil.y 

Less than 5 years----------------.---------------
5-8 years ~-------~.."---~""~"---~----------------
9-11 years--------.--.----------------------------
1% ye,,rq __---_--_______*____---. **_ ____- ___. -_---
13 years or more --------___---_--_-_-------------

43,694 

3919861 
313:521 
293,006 

38,933
151,673
136,918
249,520
226,076 

2,09:
5,118

13,463
11,872 

2,078
8,526
9,278

27,507
31,071 

.$. 

4,537
6,110

13,212
12,536 

1,536
7,402
6,783

13,367
14,878 

Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activityJ---------------
Limited in amoimt or kind of major activity3-----
Limited 'Jut no: in major activityj---------------
Not limited fn act~ity--------------------------

73,040 
1;;>;;; 

743: 319 

69,060
125,337

42,731
576,590 

.k 
4 

32,50;: 

1,664
3,758
2,214

71,676 34,987 

2,292
4,426
2,429

35,637 

Place of residence 

SMS,4---------------------------------------------
0U~~~~~Ms.k 

-_-__-_..__-----------------------------
Farm------------------------------------- ---___ 

678,136 551,984 

236,349
25,384 

21,428 

11,095
1,007 

55,816 

20,990
2,505 

25,410 

10,815
1,403 

30,558 

13,137
1,088 

Geographic'region 
Northeast---------------------------------------- 244,928 201,582 6,741 20,658 8,846 9,608
Nortl, Central------------------------------------ 261,180 208,272 21,071 11,531 14,051
south-------------------------------------------- 299,234 246,686 x482 21,396 10,949 12,952
"est--------------------------------------------- 193,947 157,178 71720 16,185 6,303 8,173 

'The sum of visits by type of service may be greater than the total visits since one visit may involve more 
than one type of service. 

ZIncludes unknown family income and education. 
3Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
NOTE: The relative 

the 
standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 46, code A4BM. A 

guide to the use of relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Characteristic 

Age-

Under 5 years------------------------------------
5-14 years---------------------------------------
15-24 years--------------------------------------
85-34 years--------------------------------------
35-44 years--------------------------------------
45-54 years--------------------------------------
55-64 years--------------------------------------
65-74 years--------------------------------------

75 years and over--------------------------------


Color 
White--------------------------------------------
All other----------------------------------------

Family income 

Education of head of family 

Less than 5 years--------------------------------

5-8 years----------------------------------------

9-11 years---------------------------------------

12 years-----------------------------------------

13 years or more---------------------------------


Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activityj---------------
Limited in amount or kind of major activityJ-----
Limited but not in major activity3---------------
Not limited in activity--------------------------

Place of residence 

S?ISA---------------------------------------------
Outside SMSA:

Nonfarm--------------------------------------
Fan-------------------------------------------

Geographic region 

100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
103.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

103.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Percent distribution 

'The sumofpercentages by type of service may be greater than 100.0, since one yisit may involve more than one 
type of service. 

ZIncludes unknown family income and education. 
3Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 47, code P4BN-M. 

A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 19. Number and percent distribution of physician visits for diagnosis and treatment by con-

I 
dition causing visit: United States, 1971 

[D.lt;t JW bnsed un household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey dcsipn, gcncral qualifications, and information on 
the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are gwcn in appendix II] 

Number of
Condition group and code number (ICDA, 8th Revision) visits in

thousands 

All visits for diagnosis and treatment -------------------_------------

All chronic conditions--------------------------------------------------

Infective and parasitic diseases-------------------------------------~OO-l36 

Malignant neoplasms --------------------------------------------------140-209 

Benign 

thyroid 
neoplasms -------------------------------------210-239


Diseases
and

of 
unspecified

gland--------------------------------------------240-246

Diabetes -----------------------------------------------------------------250 

Diseases of the blood and blood-forming or ans ---------7-------------280-28g

Mental and nervous conditions ----290-309,7 8 0.6,781.5,785.6,786.2,790.0,790.2

Heart conditions -------------------390-398,402,404,410-429,782~1,782.2,782.4

Hypertensive disease (without heart involvement) -----------------400,401,403

Other conditions of circulatory system-------430-458,782.0,782.3,782.5-782.9

Chronic bronchitis ---------------------------------------------------490,491 

Emphysema----------------------------------------------------------------492 

Asthma (with or without hay fever) ------------------'--------------------493 

Hay fever ----------------------------------------~--------~--------------507

Chronic sinusitis--------------------------------------------------------503 

Other conditions of respiratory system--- 470-486,500-502,504-506,508-519,783

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum----------------------------------------531-534 

Hernia of abdominal cavity -----------------------------------i---------550-553 

Other diseases of digestive system----------- 520-530,535-543,560-577,784,785

Diseases of kidney and ureter--------------------------------581-584,590-593

Other diseases of urinary system ---------594-599,786.0,786.1,786.3-786.7,789

Diseases of genital organs -------------------------------------------600-629 

Chronic and allergic skin diseases -----------------------------------680-709 

Arthritis and chronic rheumatism -------------------------------~-----710-718 

Other musculoskeletal disorders ------------------------------720-723,725~734

Orthopedic impairments (excluding paralysis and absence)-;---------------...

Other impairments --------------------------------------------------------... 

Other chronic conditions ----------------All other codes which may be chronic 


All acute conditions----------------------------------------------------

Commonchildhood diseases --------------------------------033,052,055,056,072 

The virus, not otherwise specified -------------------------------------07g.g

Other infective and 

Colon 

diseases------------------ 000-032,034-051,053,054,057-071,073-136
parasitic
cold--------------------------------------------------------------460 


Other acute upper respiratory conditions ---------------------461-465,501,50,8 

Influenza-like illness -----------------------------------------------470-474 

Other acute respiratory conditions ---------------466,480-486,510-516,519,783

Digestive system


conditions--520.6-521,5,521,7-523.9,525-530,535-543,560,561,564-577,784,785

Fractures and dislocations -----------------------------------------N8OO-N839

Sprains and strains----------------------------------------------- N84rJeN848 


813,71E 

406,905 

6,46E
10,30:
7,695
4,193

12,80E
7,743

23,992 

3235% 
'"1 :a;; 

4:101
26,241
13,910

4,614 

;32i: 
3192a

11,558
6,826
4,366

14,816
24,713 
291,;g 
28:256
18,087
48,299 

377,647 

6,786
11,973 

26,124
48,928 

3z 
21:262 

15,379
16,699

19,407


Open wounds and lacerations ---------------N870,N872-N884,N89O-N894,N9OO-N907 25,051

Contusions and superficial injuries -----------L,,,-,,,,,S,,,,,,,,,IN910-N929 
Other current injuries -------------------------N850-N869,N930-~~~~,~~~~~~~~~ 
Diseases of the ear -----------_--------------------
Genitourinary disorders------------------------------- 380-387,745.0-745.3,781.3

-------580-629,786,789
Diseases of the skin -------------------------------------------------680-709 
Diseases of the musculoskeletal system---------------------------717-733,787

Other acute conditions Other acute rubrics 


No condition reported------------------------------------------------... 

13,501
17,398
17,228
19,241

7,046
10,625
30,736 

29,161 

NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates are found on the chart on page , code A4BM,
and the relative standard errors of percents are found on the chart on page 47, code PhBN-M. A
guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 20. Number of persons in population and percent distribution of persons by number 
past year, according to selected characteristics: United States, 1971

of physician visits in 

[Ihh in Lascd on I~n~sul~old inlcrhws d the civilian, nr)llinsiitutilrn;llirrti ppuhlinn. ‘II0 sunry design, grnccd cpdificatiws. nnd inlormd~ion w t lw rcli.hilil) ,,r IIWcrli. 
maws iw giwn in appcndis I. Definitions ,)r termsiwcgiim in appendix II] 

-~ 
Number of visits in past year

Popula-
Characteristic tion in 

:housands Total None 1 2-4 5-12 13-24 25-52 z&z LInknoon 

Percent distribution 

All parsons'----------------- 202,360 100.0 27.6 20.7 28.4 17.0 3.3 1.4 0.3 1.2 

97,603 100.0 22.0 28.0 14.0 1.1 0.2
104,757 100.0 ;2:: 19.5 28.8 19.9 2:: 1.8 0.3 ::2 

-
,,nder 5 years----------------------

5-14 Yeats""""""""""""""""""""""""" 17,792 100.0 13.0 15.8 36.9 29.2 z.92 00.: 

* 

100.0 34.6 25.7 27.315-24 years------------------------ ";;a;;; 100.0 27.4 23.3 28.1 1E 3:2 0:9 00:;

25-34 years------------------------ 25:183 100.0 21.1 29.1 1718 4. 1 
45-54 years"""""""""-""""""""""""""
55-64 years-----.------------------
65-74 years------------------------
75 years and over------------------

23,246
18,518
12,044

7,305 

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0 

$2 
2615
22.9 

20.1
16.7
13.0
12.2 

26.9
26.6
26.8
27.3 

16.4
19.2
22.7
25.2 

3.5 
2-i
6:5 

22:; 

::'z 

oo*::
'* 
* 

Color 
White------------------------------
All other--------------------------

177,093
25,267 

100.0
100.0 

26.7
34.4 

20.9
19.1 

28.8
25.7 

17.4
14.5 il:9" 

1.5
1.2 i:: 

Family income 

fess than $3,000------------w-----
$3,000"$4,9gg"""""""--------------- 1'3,770

21,196 E i 
28.2 16.2

17.7 
25.a
26.1 

19.8
18.0 

4.8 2.7 
i::: 

35-44 Yeats"""""""""""""""""""""""" 22,246 100.0 %E 21.8 28.1 14.9 2.9 25' E 

$5,o~o"$(j,cJgg """""""""" _""""""""""" 27,128 1oo:o G*': 19.4 27.2 16.8 Z ::: 
$~o,ooo"$~~,ggg"""""---------------
$15,000 or more-------------------- 43x98';, 

100.0
100.0 

25.6
23.9 

22.6
23.7 

30.1
30.8 

16.6
16.4 

9.;
2:9 

i-9
1:2 

0:3 
0.3 

Education of head of family 
Less t,,a,, 5 years""""""""""""""""""
5-g years--------------------------
9-11 Yeats""""""""""""""""""""""""" 
12 years """"""""""""""""""""""""""" 
13 years or more-------------------

8,964
37,526
35,087
65,132
52,466 

100.0 
100.0
100.0
100.0 
100.0 

35.9 
E 
26:3
20.9 

15.4
18.1
19.7 
21.9 
22.7 

23.6 

E 
;;:; 

E?:
16:5 

:87:1: 

';'sL
3:3 

33:; 

2.5 

::6' 

::3" 

* 

23" 

0":: 

2.3 
i:: 

01:: 
Activity limitation 

Unable to carry on major activity2-
Limited in amount or kind of major 

5,901 100.0 14.2 8.3 21.5 30.4 12.6 7.9 2.1 3.1 

$7,000-$9,999---------------------. 37,267 100.0 2717 20.7 28.7 17.1 i-32 

activity2------------------------- 12,889 130. a 25.2 31.1 10.0 1.: 1.8 
Limited but not in major activity2- 6,027 loo.a K? 1~~95 29.9 26.0 6.9 5.9" 
Not limited in activity------------ 177,542 100.0 29:4 2211 28.8 15.2 2.4 0:s 0.1 1.: 

Place of residence 

129,828 100. c 26.6 20.8 28.6 17.4 3.5 1.6 0.3 
64,259 28.8 20.6 28.5 16.4

a,272 %: : 34.3 20.1 25.1 15.2 1:; i:: 
0.2* 

. 
48,376 1oo.c 27.0 27.9 17.2

27.8 E 28.6 16.3 3:; ::z 22
5662% %- E 28.3 20:2 28.7 16.6 
341981 1oo:c 27.0 19.2 28.4 18.7 ::8" 1':: x 

'Includes unknown family income and education. 

'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 

NOTE: The relative standard errors of estimates arti found on the chart on pege 46, code A4AV, and the relative 

standard errors of percents are found on the chart on page 48, cods P4AN-M. 4 guide to the use of the relative 
standard error charts is on pnge 45. 
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Table 21. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication,by place of residence,
geographic region, sex, and age: United States, 1971 

[Data arc bnscd on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Place of residence Geographic region 

AllSex and age areas Outside SMSA 
SMSA 

Both sexes Population in thousands 

All ages--------- 202.360 129,828 64.259 8,272 48,376 56,124 62,880 34,981 

Under 5 years---------- 17,792 2% 13,433 1,681 11,516 12,713 7,166
5-14 years-------------
5,887 547 3,933 5,068 5,624 3,167 


15-24 year------------- %2 22;756 11,184 1,317 ix: 9,768 11,162 6,208
25-34 years------------ 25;183 16,708 7,728 746 5:794 7,026 7,796
35-44 years-..---------- 22,246 14,614 6,800 832 5,535 5,992 6,853 LIZ

45-54 years------------ 23,246 15,339 6,829 1,078 6,027 6,047 7,114 $0";;
55-64 years------------ 18,518 11,803 5,619 1,096 4,630 5,251

65-74 years------------ 12,044 7,379 625 3,105 3,358 5% 1;835

75 years and over------ 7,305 4,214 wi, 350 1,858 2,097 21247 1,102 


Male 

All ages--------- 97,603 62,187 31,149 4,267 23,155 27,315 30,215 16,918 

Under 5 years---------- 9,091 5,810 3,000 281 1,958 2,591 2,922 1,6205-14 years------------- 20,743 12,975 6,897 4,763 5,923 6,488 3,56915-24 years------------ 16,905 1;,;;; % 3,925 4,685 5,321 2,974
25-34 years------------ 12,146 x60 387 2,742 3,425 3,822 2,157
35-44 years------------ 10,696 7:057 

$2"% 
395 2,650 2,946 3,254 ;,;;g45-54 years------------ 1;,;;; 7,320 532 2,853 2,949 3,34755-64 years------------

51299 
5,535 2'582 578 2,221 2,408 2,562 1:;;;65-74 years------------ 3,192 1:773 334 1,344 1,519 1,634

75 years and over------ 2,892 1,600 1,123 169 699 869 866 458 

Female 

All ages--------- LO4,757 67,641 33,110 4,006 25,221 28,808 32,664 18,063 

Under 5 years---------- 8,701 5,548 2,887 267 1,975 2,476 2,702 1,5475-14 years------------- 20,028 12,682 6,536 810 4,613 5,592 6,226 3,59715-24 years------------ 18,351 1;s;;; 5,693 597 5,084 5,840 3,23425-34 years------------ 13,037 3,972 360 x59; 3,601 3,974 2,410
35-44 years------------ 11,550 7:557 3,556 21885 3,046 3,599
45-54 year+----------- 1;s;;; 8,018 3,545 I% 3,099 3,768 z%
55-64 years------------ 517 w 2,843 3,062 1'50865-74 years------------ 6:745 x2 2% 291 1:761 1,839 2,113 1:033
75 years and over------ 4,413 2;614 lib18 181 1,159 1,228 1,381 645 

NOTES: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Cen­
sus reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, P-25, and p-60. 

The relative standard errorsof estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 46,
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 22. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by family income,sex,
and age: United States, 1971 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, ycneral qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Dcfmitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

Family income 

Sex and age i 
All 

incomes1 I ox more 

Both sexes Population in thousands 

All ages---------- 202,360 19,770 21,196 27,128 37,267 48,694 35,587 

Under 5 years-----------
5-14 years--------------

17,792 1,484 
2,462 

1,973 2,810 3,964 
3,713 7,988 

4,517
11,328 

2,102 
7,71415-24 years-- ____ - ____ -_ ";?1:61 3,733 3,874 %3 6,404 7,836 6,122
25-34 years------------- 25:183 1,240 1,894 3:458 5,826 7,641 4,054


35-44 yeaj-s------------- 22,246 967 1,453 2,352 4,081 6,526 5,463
45-54 year-------------- 23,246 1,368 1,752 2,671 4,004 5,841
55-64 years------------- 18,518 2,200 2,308 2,815 3,253 ?E 
65-74 years -_--__-- ____ - 12,044 3,457 2,713 1,895 1,172 11019 
2,;;; 


75 years and over------- 7,305 2,859 1,516 777 574 481 461 


Male 

All ages---------- 97,603 8,055 9,664 12,985 18,363 24,288 18,131 

Under 5 years----------- 9,091 729 1,072 1,444 1,954 2,313 1,0805-14 years-------------- 20,743 1,291 1,867 2,648 5,626 3,95615-24 years------------- 1,;;; 1,788 2,403 42'91% 3,13325-34 years---------- 3P4oZ 1,665 p;; 3%: 1,962
35-44 years------------- lo;696 345 Ei;I 1,088 3:288 2,69445-54 years------------- 11,137 673 1,172 11938 3,089 3,01255-64 years------------- ';E 863 1,266 1,612 1,812 1,68965-74 years-- ______ -__-_ E95 1,186 1,230 962 585 515 429
75 years and over------- 21892 1,035 739 338 220 168 175 

Female 

All ages ______ ____ 104,757 11,715 11,531 14,143 18,903 24,406 17,456 

Under 5 years----------- 8,701 756 902 1,366 2,010 2,204 1,022 i 
5-14 years-------------- 20,028 1,171 1,846 2,600 3,847 5,702 3,75715-24 years------------- 18,351 1,;;; 2,086 2,700 3,429 4,083 2,98925-34 years------------- 13,037 1,027 1,793 2,931 3,916 2,092
35-44 years------------- 11,550 622 888 2,037 3,239 2,76845-54 years------------- 12,109 879 'i%ff 2,066 2,852 2,83055-64 years------------- 1,483 xi 1:549 1,642 1,593 4,;;;65 -74 years _---__------- x252 2,271 11482 933 586 504
75 years and over------- 4:413 1,824 777 439 354 313 286 

'Includes unknown income. 
NOTES: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Cen­sus reports on the civilian 

Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 
population of the United States in Current Population Reports, 

The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on page46,
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 23. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by color, education 
of head of family, sex, and age: United States, 1971 

[Data arc basedon household interviews of the civiIian, noninstitutionalized population. ‘The survey design, genera1 qu&fications, and 
i information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 

II Color I Education of head of family 

Sex and age Tota? 
All 9-11 12 13 

yearsWhite other years years or more 

Both sexes Population in thousands 

All age&. ---_ - _-__ 202,360 177,093 25,267 8,964 37,526 35,087 65,132 52,466 

Under 5 years----------- 17,792 14,722 3,070 516 2,185 3,268 6,483 5,107
5-14 years-------------- 40,771 34,464 6,307 1,614 6,430 7,439 14,138 1;,pg15-24 years------------- 35,256 30,512 1,268 5,161 6,531 12,331
25-34 years--- ____-_____ 25,183 22,191 2 ii:1 468 2,573 3,777 9,363 8'71335-44 year+------------ 22,246 19,692 2'553 732 3,484 3,764 7,377 6;57245-54 years------------- 23,246 20,908 2: 339 1,017 4,496 4,377 7,442 5,531
55-64 year+------------ 18,518 16,830 1,688 1,206 5,547 3,168 4,650 3,559
65-74 year+------------ 12,044 11,097 948 1,146 4,794 1,810 2,109 1,934
75 years and over------- 7,305 6,678 627 996 2,855 954 1,240 1,024 

Male 

All ages---------- 97,603 85,640 11,963 4,314 17,889 16,808 31,223 25,793 

Under 5 years----------- 8,091 7,543 1,547 221 1,177 1,673 3,284 2,610
5-14 years--..----------- 20,743 17,584 3,159 817 3,225 7,256 5,353
‘&24 years------------- 16,905 14,674 2,231 698 2,669 2::: 5,611 4,486
25-34 year+-- ____ - _____ 12,146 10,785 1,360 222 1,236 1'757 4,502 4,304
35-44 years------------- 10,696 9,569 1,127 329 1,609 1:714 3,532 3,354
45-54 years------------- 11,137 10,070 1,067 463 2,048 2,120 3,539 2,78955-64 years------------- 8,695 7,919 776 576 2,481 L$;; 2,259 1,693
65-74 years--- _____ - ____ 5,299 4,866 433 517 2,234 842 825 
75 years and over------- 2,892 2,629 262 471 1,210 331 398 379 

Female 

All ages---------- 104,757 91,453 L3,304 4,650 L9,636 18,279 33,909 26,673 

Under 5 years----------- 8,701 7,179 1,522 296 1,008 1,594 3,198 2,4975-14 years-------------- 20,028 16,880 3,148 797 3,205 3,653 6,882 5,251
15-24 year+------------ 18,351 15,837 2,514 2,492 3,354 6,720
25-34 years------------- 13,037 11,406 1,631 z: 1,337 2,020 xi?
35-44 years------------- 11,550 10,123 1,427 404 2,050 2 XE 3:218
45-54 year+------------ 12,109 10,838 1,272 554 xi; 2,257 3:902 2,741
55-64 years--- -___ - __--- 9,822 8,911 911 630 3:066 1,677 2,391 1,866
65-74 years------------- 6,745 6,230 515 629 2,560 1,050 1,267 1,110
75 years and over------- 4,413 4,049 365 524 1,645 623 842 645 

'Include,s unknown education. 
NOTES: For offical population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Cen­

sus reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 

The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are foundonthe chart on page 46,
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 24. Population used in obtaining rates b
of head of family, family income, 

shown in this publication 
'1991 

color, education
and age: United States, 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian; noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and 
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc given in appendix 111 

Color Education of head of family 

Family income and age Total' 
All 9-11 12 13 

yearsWhite other years years or more 

All incomes' Population in thousands 

All ages---------- 202,360 25.267 8,964 37,526 35,087 65,132 52.466 

Under 15 years----------
15-44 years-------------
45-64 years-------------

65 years and over-------

58,563
82,684 

33:;, 

9,377 2,130 8,615 10,707
10,289 2,469 11,218 14,072

4,026 2,223 10,043 7,544
1,575 2,142 7,649 2,764 

20,620
29,070
12,092

3,349 

15,711
24,707

9,090
2,959 

Less than $5,000 

All ages---------- 40,966 31,221 4,772 13,693 8,679 8,531 

Under 15 years---------- 9,633 5,906 3,727 966 2,751 2,771 2,367 596
15-44 years------------- 13,161 9,770 3,391 1,016 2,827 2,962 3,580 2,533
45-64 years------------- 7,628 6,084 1,544 3,102 1,389 1,300

65 years and over------- 10,545 9,461 1,084 :'E, 5,012 1,557 1,284 22 


$5,000 or more 

All ages---------- 148,676 134,958 13,718 3,396 21,257 24,357 52,877 45,282 

Under 15 years---------- 40,662 5,008 927 5,315 7,388 17,243 14,36215-44 years------------- 58,720 6,146 1,208 7,580 10,334 24,001 21,13845-64 years-------------

65 years and over-------
28,725 2,196 921 6,200 5,606 9,908 7,928

6,850 368 340 2,163 1,029 1,726 1,854 

lIncludes unknown education. 
"Includes unknown income. 

NOTES: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Cen­
sus reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 

The relative-standard errorsof estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 46,
code A4AN. A guxde to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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Table 25. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by activity limita­
tion, sex, and age: United States, 1971 

[Dataarebasedon householdinterviewsof the civilian,noninstitutionalizcd qualifications,andpopulation.Thesurveydesign,general
informationon the reliability of theestimatesaregivenin appendixI. Definitionsof termsarcgivenin appendixII] 

Activity 

Sex and age Not Limited 
Total limited in not in 

Both sexes 
All ages---------

Under 5 years----------
5-14 year+------------
15-24 years------------
25-34 years------------
35-44 years------------
45-54 years------------
55-64 years------------
65-74 years------------
75 years and over------

Male 
All ages---------

Under 5 years----------
5-14 years-------------
15-24 years------------
25-34 years------------
35-44 years------------
45-54 years------------
55-64 years------------
65-74 years------------
75 years and over------

Female 

All ages+--------

Under 5 years----------
T 5-14 years-------------

15-24 years------------
25-34 years-------- ____
35-44 

activity activity 

Population 

202,360 177,542 

17,531
39,445
33,138 

%i? ~~~ 

18,518 
;;I if;; 

12,044 7:593 
7,305 3,293 

97,603 85,082 

9,091 8,947
29,743 19,980
16,905 15,592

11,130
3 % 9,618
111137 9,156

8,695 6,334
5,299 3,136
2,892 1,188 

104,757 92,460 

8,701 8,584
20,028 19,465
18,351 17,546 

limitation 

but Limited in Unable to 
ma'or kin~~tm~ror carry on major

;I 
activity i activity1 

in thousands 

6,027 12,889 5,901 

720 
211 
549 z: 

1,117
691 

829 
960 

171 
201 

652 
979 
894 
545 
428 

1,301
2,262
2,551
2,416
1,811 

269;
1,202
1,491
1,773 

3,053 5,162 4,305 

415 
112 
321 

31 
27 

718 
406 

481 
457 

li3 
153 

347 501 230 
505 957 518 
380 
165 
117 

998
829 
506 

984 
1,169
1,081 

2,974 7,727 1,596 

306 
399 
285 

2;;
348 
503 

;:
Ii 

304 800 
474 
514 
380 
312 

1,304
1,554
1,587
1,305 

1:;
218 
322 
692 

or engage in school or preschool ac-

13,037 12,200 
years------------ 11,550 10,384

45-54 years------------ 12,109 10,183
55-64 years------------ 9,822 7,537
65-74 years------------ 6,745 4.456 
75 years and over------ 4,413 21105 

'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house,
tivities, 

NOTES: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Cen­
sus reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, P-25, and p-60. 

The relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on the chart on page 46,
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 45. 
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APPENDIX I 

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 

Background of This Report 

This report is one of a series of statistical 
reports prepared by the National Center for 
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor­
mation collected in a continuing nationwide 
sample .of households in the Health Interview 
Survey (HIS). 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a 
questionnaire which obtains information on per­
sonal and demographic characteristics, illnesses, 
injuries, impairments, chronic conditions, and 
other health topics. As data relating to each of 
these various broad topics are tabulated and 
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover 
one or more of the specific topics. The present 
report is based on data collected in household 
interviews during 19 7 1. 

The population covered by the sample for 
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian, non-
institutionalized population of the United States 
living at the time of the interview. The sample 
does not include members of the Armed Forces 
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It 
should also be noted that the estimates shown 
do not represent a complete measure of any 
given topic during the specified calendar period 
since data are not collected in the interview for 
persons who died during the reference period. 
For many types of statistics collected in the sur­
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks 
prior to the interview week. For such a short 
period, the contribution by decedents to a total 
inventory of conditions or ‘services should be 
very small. However, the contribution by de­
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1 
year) might be sizable, especially for older 
persons. 

Statistical Design of the 
Health Interview Survey 

General plan.-The sampling plan of the 
survey follows a multistage probability design 
which permits a continuous sampling of the 
civilian, noninstitutionalized popuIation of the 
United States. The sample is designed in such a 
way that the sample of households interviewed 
each week is representative of the target popula­
tion and that weekly samples are additive over 
time. This feature of the design permits both 
continuous measurement of characteristics of 
samples and more detailed analysis of less com­
mon characteristics and smaller categories of 
health-related items. The continuous collection 
has administrative and operational advantages as 
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork 
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff. 

The overall sample was designed so that 
tabulations can be provided for each of the four 
major geographic regions and for urban and rural 
sectors of the United States. 

The first stage of the sample design consists 
of drawing a sample of 357 primary sampling 
units (PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geo­
graphically defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a 
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or 
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The 
PSU’s collectively cover the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia. 

With no loss in general understanding, the 
remaining stages can be combined and treated in 
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within 
PSU’s, then, ultimate stage units called segments 
are defined in such a manner that each segment 
contains an expected six households. Three gen 
era1types of segments are used. 
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Area segments which are defined geographically. 

List segments, using 1960 census registers as the 
frame. 

Permit segments, using updated lists of building 
permits issued in sample PSU’s since 1960. 

Census address listings were used for all areas of 
the country where addresses were well defined 
and could be used to locate housing units. In 
general the list frame included the larger urban 
areas of the United States from which about 
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected. 

The usual HIS sample consists of approxi­
mately 8,000 segments containing 57,000 as-
signed households, of which 11,000 were vacant, 
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the 
scope of the survey. The 46,000 eligible oc­
cupied households yield a probability sample of 
about 134,000 persons in 44,000 interviewed 
households in a year. 

Descriptive material on data collection, 
field procedures, and questionnaire development 
in the HIS has been published5 as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample design6 and a 
report on the estimation procedure and the 
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti­
mates derived from the survey.’ 

Collection of data. -Field operations for 
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census under specifications established by 
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac­
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of 
the Census participates in survey planning, se-

gNationa1 Center for Health Statistics: Health 
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development, 
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. Vital and 
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000~Series l-No. 2. 
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, May 1964. 

%J.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health 
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 584-A2. Public Health Service. 
Washin 

5 
ton, D.C., July 1958. 
National Center for Health Statistics: Esti­

mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview 
Survey, Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000Series ~-NO. 38. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970. 

lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are 
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS. 

Estimating procedures.-Since the design of 
the HIS is a complex multistage probability 
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro­
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four 
basic operations are involved: 

1. 	 Injlation by the reciprocal of the probability 
of selection.-The probability of selection is 
the product of the probabilities of selection 
from each step of selection in the design 
(PSU, segment, and household). 

2. 	 Nonresponse adjustment.-The estimates are 
inflated by a multiplication factor which has 
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina­
tor the number of households interviewed in 
that segment. 

3. 	 Firs t-stage ratio adjustment.-Sampling 
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation which is highly correlated with the 
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari­
ability between PSU’s within a region, the 
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1960 
populations within six color-residence classes. 

4. 	 Poststratification by age-sex-color.-The esti­
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60 
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate 
of the population of each cell for the survey 
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the 
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust­
ments take the form of multiplication factors 
applied to the weight of each elementary unit 
(P erson, household, condition, and 
hospitalization). 

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is 
to make the sample more closely representative 
of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population 
by age, sex, color, and residence, which thereby 
reduces sampling variance. 

As noted, each week’s sample represents 
the population living during that week and char­
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of 
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samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar 
quarter, produces estimates of average character­
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar 
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are 
averages of the four quarterly figures. 

For prevalence statistics, such as number of 
persons with speech impairments or number of 
persons classified by time interval since last 
physician visit, figures are first calculated for 
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for 
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev­
alence data for a year are then obtained by 
averaging the four quarterly figures. 

For other types of statistics-namely those 
measuring the number of occurrences during a 
specified time period-such as incidence of acute 
conditions, number of disability days, or num­
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar 
computational procedure is used, but the statis­
tics are interpreted differently. For these items, 
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex­
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the 
week of interview. In such instances the esti­
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5 
times the average 2-week estimate produced by 
the 13 successive samples taken during the 
period. The annual total is the sum of the four 
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed during a year-experience which actually 
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week 
interval prior to week of interview-is treated as 
though it measured the total of such experience 
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no 
significant bias. 

General Qualifications 

Nonresponse.-Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household which was not interviewed 
the characteristics of persons in households in 
the same segment which were interviewed. The 
total noninterview rate, the ratio of the total 
noninterviewed eligible households to the total 
eligible households, was 3.6 percent, including a 
l.l-percent refusal rate with the remainder pri­
marily due to the failure to find an eligible re­
spondent at home after repeated calls. 

The interview process.-The statistics pre­
sented in this report are based on replies ob­

tained in interviews with persons in the sample 
households. Each person 19 years of age and 
over present at the time of interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults 
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re­
lated household member such as a spouse or the 
mother of a child. 

There are limitations to the accuracy of 
diagnostic and other information collected in 
household interviews. For diagnostic infor­
mation, the household respondent can usually 
pass on to the interviewer only the information 
the physician has given to the family. For condi. 
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor 
mation is often no more than a description of’ 
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the 
number of disability days caused by the condi 
tion, can be obtained more accurately from 
household members than from any other source 
since only the persons concerned are in a posi 
tion to report this information. 

Rounding of numbers.-The original tabula. 
tions on which the data in this report are based. 
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All 
consolidations were made from the original 
tabulations using the estimates to the nearesl 
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are 
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these: 
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De. 
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri. 
butions are computed after the estimates on 
which these are based have been rounded to the 
nearest thousand. 

Population figures.-Some of the published 
tables include population figures for specified 
categories. Except for certain overall totals b\r 
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on 
the sample of households in the HIS. These are 
given primarily to provide denominators for rate 
computation, and for this purpose are more ap­
propriate for use with the accompanying meas­
ures of health characteristics than other popula­
tion data that may be available. With the excep­
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color-
mentioned above, the population figures differ 
from figures (which are derived from different 
sources) published in reports of the Bureau 01’ 
the Census. Official population estimates arc 
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presented in Bureau of the Census reports in 
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 

Reliability of Estimates 

Since the statistics presented in this report 
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat 
from the figures that would have been obtained 
if a complete census had been taken using the 
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing 
personnel and procedures. 

As in any survey, the results are also sub­
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors 
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible, 
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by 
methods built into survey procedures. Although 
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias 
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of 
studies have been conducted to study this prob­
lem. The results have been published in several 
reports.8-1* 

The standard error is primarily a measure 
of sampling variability, that is, the variations 
that might occur by c.hance because only a 
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu­
lated for this report, the standard error also re-
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Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printin 
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and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. lOOO-Series ~-NO. 7. 
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printin 
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National Center for Health Statistics: Compari­

son of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce­
dures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000Series ~-NO. 8. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965. 

1lNationa1 Center for Health Statistics: Interview 
data on chronic conditions compared with information 
derived from medical records. Vital and Health 
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000Series ~-NO. 23. Public 
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing 
Office, May 1967. 

12National Center for Health Statistics: The influ­
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and 
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 
1000~Series ~-NO. 26. Public Health Service. Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968. 

fleets part of the variation which arises in the 
measurement process. It does not include esti­
mates of any biases which might be in the data. 
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an 
estimate from the sample would differ from a 
complete census by less than the standard error. 
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the 
difference would be less than twice the standard 
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be 
less than 2% times as large. 

The relative standard error of an estimate is 
obtained by dividing the standard error of the 
estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed 
as a percentage of the estimate. For this report, 
asterisks are shown for any cell with more than a 
30-percent relative standard error. Included in 
this appendix are charts. from which the relative 
standard errors can be determined for estimates 
shown in the report. In order to derive relative 
errors which would be applicable to a wide vari­
ety of health statistics and which could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi­
mations were required. As a result, the charts 
provide an estimate of the approximate relative 
standard error rather than the precise error for 
any specific aggregate or percentage. 

Three classes of statistics for the health sur­
vey are identified for purposes of estimating 
variances. 

Narrow range.-This class consists of (1) sta­
tistics which estimate a population attribute, 
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the 
measure for a single individual during the refer­
ence period used in data collection is usually 
either 0 or 1 or on occasion may take on the 
value 2 or very rarely 3. 

Medium range.-This class consists of other sta­
tistics for which the measure for a single indi­
vidual during the reference period used in data 
collection will rarely lie outside the range 0 to 5. 

Wide range.-This class consists of statistics for 
which the measure for a single individual during 
the reference period used in data collection can 
range from 0 to a number in excess of 5, e.g., 
the number of days of bed disability. 

In addition to classifying variables accord­
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or 
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wide-range, statistics in the survey are further 
defined as: 

Type A. 	Statistics on prevalence and incidence 
for which the period of reference in the 
questionnaire is 12 months. 

Type B. 	Incidence-type statistics for which the 
period of reference in the questionnaire 
is 2 weeks. 

Type C. Statistics -for which the reference pe­
riod is 6 months. 

Only the charts on sampling error apljli­
cable to data contained in this report are 
presented. 

General rules for determining relatiue sam­
pling errors.-The “guide” on page 45, to­
gether with the following rules, will enable the 
reader to determine approximate relative stan­
dard errors from the charts for estimates pre­
sented in this report. 

Rule 1. 	Estimates of aggregates: Approximate 
relative standard errors for estimates of 
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob­
tained from appropriate curves on 
page 46. The number of persons in 
the total U.S. population or in an age-
sex-color class of the total population is 
adjusted to official Bureau of the Cen­
sus figures and is not subject to sam­
pling error. 

Rule 2. 	 Estimates of percentages in a percent 
distribution: Relative standard errors 
for percentages in a percent distribution 
of a total are obtained from appropriate 
curves on pages 47 and 48. For values 
which do not fall on one of the curves 
presented in the chart, visual interpola­
tion will provide a satisfactory approxi­
mation. 

Rule 3. 	 Estimates of rates where the numerator 
is a#subclass of the denominator: This 
rule applies for prevalence rates or 
where a unit of the numerator occurs, 
with few exceptions, only once in the 
year for any one unit in the denomi­
nator. For example, in computing the 

rate of visual impairments per 1,000 
population, the numerator consisting c,f 
persons with the impairment is a sui­
class of the denominator, which i6l-
eludes all persons in the populatioll. 
Such rates if converted to rates per 1CL0 
may be treated as though they were per­
centages and the relative standard errors 
obtained from the chart P4AN-M. RatIFs 
per 1,000, or on any other base, must 
first be converted to rates per 100; then 
the percentage chart will provide tile 
relative standard error per 100. 

Rule 4. 	 Estimates of rates where the numerator 
is not a subclass of the denominator: 
This rule applies where a unit of the 
numerator often occurs more than once 
for any one unit in the denominator. 
For example, in the computation of the 
number of persons injured per 100 cur­
rently employed persons per year, it is 
possible that a person in the denomi­
nator could have sustained more than 
one of the injuries included in the nu­
merator. Approximate relative standard 
errors for rates of this kind may be 
computed as follows: 

(a) Where the denominator is the totill 
U.S. population or includes all pep-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu­
lation, the relative error of the rate 
is equivalent to the relative error c,f 
the numerator, which can be oh­
tained directly from the appro­
priate chart. 

(b) 	 In other cases the relative standard 
error of the numerator and of the 
denominator can be obtained from 
the appropriate curve. Square each 
of these relative errors, add the rc­
sulting values, and extract the 
square root of the sum. This pro­
cedure will result in an upper 
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error. 

Rule 5. Estimates of difference between tuo 
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The 
standard error of a difference is appro:<-
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imately the square root of the sum of 
the squares of each standard error con­
sidered separately. A formula for the 
standard error of a difference, 

d = A’, -X2 

is 

Od=J w, vx,I2 +(X25 )* 

where X, is the estimate for class 1, X, 

is the estimate for class 2, and Vx r and 
V,, are the relative errors of X, and. 
X2 respectively. This formula will 
represent the actual standard error quite 
accurately for the difference between 
separate and uncorrelated character-’ 
istics although it is only a rough approx­
imation in most other cases. The rela­
tive standard error of each estimate 
involved in such a difference can be de­
termined by one of the four rules 
above, whichever is appropriate. 

Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts 

The code shown below identifies the ap­
propriate curve to be used in estimating the rela­
tive standard error of the statistic described. The 
four components of each code describe the sta­
tistic as follows: 

Statistic 

Number of: 

(1) A = aggregate, I? = percentage; (2) the num­
ber of calendar quarters of data collection; (3) 
the type. of statistic as described on page 44; and 
(4) the range of the statistic as described on 
page 43. 

Use 

Rule Code On page 

age-sexcolor category . . . . . 
Persons in any other population group . 
Physician visits in a year . . . . . 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 
1 
1 

It subject to sampling 
A4AN 
A4BM 

errI 
46 
46 

Percent distribution of: 
Physician visits . . . . . . . . 
Persons by interval or frequency of visits 

. 

. 
. 
. 

. 

. 
. 
. 

. 

. 
. 
. 

. 

. 
. 
. 

2 
2 

P4BN-M 
P4AN-M 

47 
46 

Number of physician visits: 

Persons in the U.S. population or total number of persons in any 

Per person in total U.S. population or in any age-sex-color class per 
year , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4(a) A4BM 46 

Numer.: A4BM 46
Per person in any other population group . . . . . . . . 4(b) 

Denom.: A4AN 46 
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ReJ.ativc standard error@ for aggregates based on four quarters of data collection 
fc~data ofalltypes andranges 

Size of estimate (in thousands) 

Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 2,000,OOO (on scale at bottom of chart) for a 
Narrow range Type A statistic (code: A4AN) has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent,
(read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 72,000 (3.6 percent of 
2,000,000). For a Wide range 5pe B statistic (code: A4BW), an aggregate of 6,000,OOO has 
a relative error of 16.0 percent or a standard error of 960,000 (16 percent of 6,000,OOO). 
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Relative standard errors for percentages based on four quarters of d&e co&&ion 
for type B data, Narrow and Medium range 

(l&se of percentage shown on curves in nKLLions) 

10 100 

Estimated percentage 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at 
an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 17.0 
at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for 
tersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error 
equal to 20 percent X 17.0 percent or 3.4 percentage points. 

bottom of chart) based on 
percent (read from scale 

a base of 10,000;000 in-
in percentage points is 

47 
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Relative atanaara errors forpercent8gesb8sedonfourqusrtera of data collection 
for type A data, Iiarrow and Medium range 

(Ease of percentage shown on curves in xnilUms) 

Estimted percentage 

Example of use of chart: Au estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on 
an estimrte of 1O,ooO,OOO has 8 relative standard error of 3.2 percent (red fron the 
SC&e at the left Side Of the chart),the point St which the curve for 8 base of lO,CCO,OOO
intersects the v-ertical line for 20 percent. 'Ihe'staudard error in percentage points is 
equal to 20 percent X 3.2 percent or 0.64 percentage points. 



APPENDIX II 


DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Terms Relating to Physician Visits 

Physician visit.-A physician visit is defined 
as consultation with a physician, in person or by 
telephone, for examination, diagnosis, treat­
ment, or advice. The visit is considered to be a 
physician visit if the service is provided directly 
by the physician or by a nurse or other person 
acting under a physician’s supervision. For the 
purpose of this definition “physician” includes 
doctors of medicine and osteopathic physicians. 
The term “doctor” is used in the interview 
rather than “physician” because of popular 
usage. However, the concept toward which all 
instructions are directed is that which is 
described here. 

Physician visits for services provided on a 
mass basis are not included in the tabulations. ,4 
service received on a mass basis is defined as any 
service involving only a single test (e.g., test for 
diabetes) or a single procedure (e.g., smallpox 
vaccination) when this single service was admin­
istered identically to all persons who were at the 
place for this purpose. Hence obtaining a chest 
X-ray in a tuberculosis chest X-ray trailer is not 
included as a physician visit. However, a special 
chest X-ray given in a physician’s office or in an 
outpatient clinic is considered a physician visit. 

Physician visits to hospital inpatients are 
not included. 

If a physician is called to a house to see 
more than one person, the call is considered a 
separate physician visit for each person about 
whom the physician was consulted. 

A physician visit is associated with the per-
son about whom the advice was sought, even if 
that person did not actually see or consult the 

physician. For example, if a mother consults a 
physician about one of her children, the physi­
cian visit is ascribed to the child. 

Interval since last physician vi&.-The in­
terval since the last physician visit is the length 
of time prior to the week of interview since a 
physician was last consulted in person or by tele­
phone for treatment or advice of any type what-
ever. A physician visit to a hospital inpatient 
may be counted as the last time a physician was 
seen. 

Place of visit.-The place of visit is a clas­
sification of the types of places at which a 
physician visit occurs. Definitions of the various 
categories are as follows: 
Home is defined as any place in which the per-
son was staying at the time of the physician’s 
visit. It may be his own home, the home of a 
friend, a hotel, or any other place the person 
may have been staying (except as an overnight 
patient in a hospital). 

Office is defined as the office of a physician in 
private practice only. This may be an office in 
the physician’s home, an individual office in an 
office building, or a suite of offices occupied by 
several physicians. For purposes of this survey, 
physicians connected with prepayment-group-
practice plans are considered to be in private 
practice. 

Hospital clinic is defined as an outpatient clinic 
or emergency room in any hospital. 

Hospital outpatient clinic.-A unit of a 
hospital where a person may go for medical 
care without being admitted as an in-
patient. 
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Hospital emergency room.-A unit of a 
hospital where a person may receive medi­
cal care, usually of an urgent nature, with-
out or before being admitted as an 
inpatient. 

Company or industry health unit refers to treat­
ment received from a physician or under a physi­
cian’s supervision at a place of business (e.g., 
factory, store, office building). This includes 
emergency or first aid rooms’located in such 
places if treatment was received there from a 
physician or trained nurse. 

Telephone contact refers to advice given in a 
telephone call by the physician directly or 
through a nurse. (Calls for appointments are ex­
cluded.) 

Other refers to advice or treatment received 
from a physician or under a physician’s general 
supervision at a school, at an insurance office, at 
a health department clinic, or any other place at 
which a physician consultation might take place. 

The place of visit was assigned on the basis 
of the response to the question “Where did he 
see the doctor on the (date), at a clinic, hospital, 
doctor’s office, or some other place?” If the 
response was, for example, doctor’s office, the 
visit was so classified. If the reply included the 
volunteered comment that the doctor’s office 
was located in a prepaid insurance group clinic, 
prepaid insurance group (a subclass of doctor’s 
office) was the assigned place of visit. 

Type of medical service.- A medical service 
is a service received when a physician is con­
sulted. For the purposes of this survey, medical 
services have been categorized into several broad 
types. A single physician visit may result in the 
recording of more than one type of medical ser­
vice (though a particular type is not recorded 
more than once for any one physician visit). 
Tables showing physician visits classified by type 
of medical service therefore add to more than 
the total number of visits. Definitions of the 
types of medical service are as follows: 

Diagnosis and treatment include (a) exami­
nations and tests in order to diagnose an illness 

regardless of whether the examinations and tests 
resulted in a diagnosis and (b) treatment or ad-
vice given by the physician or under the physi­
cian’s supervision. The category includes diag­
nosis alone, treatment alone, and both 
combined. X-rays either for diagnostic purposes 
or for treatment are included in this class. 

Prenatal and postnatal care include consultations 
concerning the care of the mother during preg­
nancy and in the postpartum period. It excludes 
consultations for illnesses not related to preg­
nancy or delivery. 

General checkup includes checkups for general 
purposes and also those for a specific purpose 
such as employment or insurance. If a diagnosis 
or diagnoses are made in the course of a general 
checkup, the physician visit is classified to “diag­
nosis and treatment” as well as to “general 
checkup.” If the consultation is for checking up 
on a specific condition, as, for example, when a 
person goes at regular intervals for a check on a 
tuberculous or heart condition, this is classified 
as “diagnosis and treatment” and not as “general 
checkup.” 

Immunization includes this preventive service 
when provided by a 
cian’s supervision. A 
for the sole purpose 
against a particular 
time and place that 
ceiving the identical 

physician or under a physi­
physician service which is 
of receiving immunization 

disease given at the same 
many other persons are re-
immunization is excluded 

because of the rule for exclusion of such services 
in the definition of a physician visit. 

Eye examination refers only to the examination 
of the eye by a doctor of medicine or an osteo­
pathic physician for the purpose of establishing 
a need for glasses or a change in the type of 
glasses. Other diagnosis or treatment of eye con­
ditions is classified under “Diagnosis and treat­
ment.” 

Other includes eye refractions and specific pre­
ventive-care services (such as vitamin injections) 
not embraced by the above type of service cate­
gories. Also included are all visits where an un­
known type of service was reported. 
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Terms Relating to Conditions 

Condition.-A morbidity condition, or 
simply a condition, is any entry on the question­
naire which describes a departure from a state of 
physical or mental well-being. It results from a 
positive response to one of a series of “medical-
disability impact” or “illness-recall” questions. 
In the coding and tabulating process conditions 
are selected or classified according to a number 
of different criteria such as whether they were 
medically attended, whether they resulted in dis­
ability, or whether they were acute or chronic; 
or according to the type of disease, injury, im­
pairment, or symptom reported. For the pur­
poses of each published report or set of tables, 
only those conditions recorded on the question­
naire which satisfy certain stated criteria are 
included. 

Conditions except impairments are clas­
sified by type according to the Eighth Revision 
International Classification of Diseases, AdaQted 
for Use in the United States,13 with certain 
modifications adopted to make the code more 
suitable for a household interview survey. 

Jcute condition.-An acute condition is de-
fined as a condition which has lasted less than 3 
months and which has involved either medical 
attention or restricted activity. Because of the 
procedures used to estimate incidence, the acute 
conditions included in this report are the condi­
tions which had their onset during the 2 weeks 
prior to the interview week and which involved 
either medical attention or restricted activity 
during the 2-week period. However, excluded 
are the following conditions which are always 
classified as chronic even though the onset oc­
curred within 3 months prior to week of 
interview: 

Allergy, any 
Arthritis or rheumatism 
Asthma 
Cancer 
Cleft palate 

r3National Center for Health Statistics: Ei@h 
Revision International Classification of Diseases, 
Adapted for Use in the United States. PHS Pub. No. 
1693. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Govem­
ment Printing Office, 1967. 

Club foot 

Condition present since birth 

Deafness or serious trouble with hearing 

Diabetes 

Epilepsy 

Hardening of the arteries 

Hay fever 

Heart trouble 

Hemorrhoids or piles 

Hernia or rupture 

High blood pressure 

Kidney stones 

Mental illness 

Missing fingers, hand, or arm-toes, foot, or leg 

Palsy 

Paralysis of any kind 

Permanent stiffness or deformity of the foot, leg, 


fingers, arm, or back 
Prostate trouble 
Repeated trouble with back or spine 
Rheumatic fever 
Serious trouble with seeing, even when wearing 

glasses 
Sinus trouble, repeated attacks of 
Speech defect, any 
Stomach ulcer 
Stroke 
Thyroid trouble or goiter 
Tuberculosis 
Tumor, cyst, or growth 
Varicose veins, trouble with 

Chronic condition.-A condition is consid­
ered chronic if (1) the condition is described by 
the respondent as having been first noticed more 
than 3 months before the week of the interview 
or (2) it is one of the conditions always clas­
sified as chronic regardless of the onset (see list 
under the definition of acute condition). 

zmQairment.-Impairments are chronic or 
permanent defects, usually static in nature, re­
sulting from disease, injury, or congenital mal­
formition. They represent decrease or loss of 
ability to perform various functions, particularly 
those of the musculoskeletal system and the 
sense organs. All impairments are classified by 
means of a special supplementary code for im­
pairments. Hence code numbers for impairments 
in the International Classification of Diseases are 
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not used. In the Supplementary Code, impair­
ments are grouped according to type of func­
tional impairment and etiology. The impairment 
classification is shown in Vital and Health Statis­
tics, Series 10, No. 48. 

Terms Relating to Disability 

Chronic activity limitation.-Persons are 
classified into four categories according to the 
extent to which their activities are limited at 
present as a result of chronic conditions. Since 
the usual activities of preschool children, 
school-age children, housewives, and workers 
and other persons differ, a different set of cri­
teria is used for each group. There is a general 
similarity between them, however, as will be 
seen in the following descriptions of the four 
categories: 

1’. Persons unable to carry on major activity for 
their group (major activity refers to ability to 
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities) 

Preschool children: 
Inability to take part in ordinary play 
with other children. 

School-age children: 
Inability to go to school. 

Housewives: 
Inability to do any housework. 

Workers and all other persons: 
Inability to work at a job or business. 

2. 	Persons limited in amount or kind of major 
activity performed (major activity refers to 
ability to work, keep house, or engage in 
school or preschool activities) 

Preschool children: 
Limited in amount or kind of play with 
other children, e.g., need special rest 
periods, cannot play strenuous games, or 
cannot play for long periods at a time. 

School-age children: 
Limited to certain types of schools or in 
school attendance, e.g., need special 

schools or special teaching or cannot go to 
school full time or for long periods at a 
time. 

Housewives: 
Limited in amount or kind of housework, 
e.g., cannot lift children, wash or iron, 01 
do housework for long periods at a time. 

Workers and all other persons: 
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g., 
need special working aids or special rest 
periods at work, cannot work full time or 
for long periods at a time, or cannot do 
strenuous work. 

3. 	 Persons not limited in major activity bu,’ 
otherwise limited (major activity refers to 
ability to work, keep house, or engage in 
school or preschool activities) 

Preschool children: 
Not classified in this category. 

School-age children: 
Not limited in going to school but limited 
in participation in athletics or other extra-
curricular activities. 

Housewives: 
Not limited in housework but limited in 
other activities such as church, clubs, 
hobbies, civic projects, or shopping. 

Workers and all other persons: 
Not limited in regular work activities but 
limited in other activities such as church, 
clubs, hobbies, civic projects, sports, or 
games. 

4. 	 Persons not limited in activities (includes 
persons whose activities are not limited in 
any of the ways described above) 

Demographic Terms 

Age.-The age recorded for each person is 
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in singIl: 
years and grouped in a variety of distributions 
depending on the purpose of the table. 

Color.-The population is divided into two 
color groups, “white” and “all other.” “All 
other” includes ‘Negro, American Indian, Chi-
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nese, Japanese, and any other race. Mexican per-
sons are included with “white” unless definitely 
known to be Indian or of another race. 

Income of family or of unrelated 
individuals.-Each member of a family is classi­
fied according to the total income of the family 
of which he is a member. Within the household 
all persons related to each other by blood, mar­
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated 
individuals are classified according to their own 
income. 

The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (ok by 
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period 
preceding the week of interdiew. Income from 
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents 
from property, pensions, and help from rela­
tives. 

Education of head of family or of un­
related individuals.-Each member of a family is 
classified according to the education of the head 
of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the household all persons related to each other 
by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a 
family. Unrelated individuals are classified 
according to their own education. 

The categories of education status show the 
years of school completed. Only years com­
pleted in regular schools, where persons are 
given a formal education, are included. A 
“regular” school is one which advances a person 
toward an elementary or high school diploma or 
a college, university, or professional school 
degree. Thus education in vocational, trade’, or 
business schools outside the regular school 
system is not counted in determining the highest 
grade of school completed. 

Geographic region.-For the purpose of 
classifying the population by geographic area, 
the States are grouped into four regions. These 
regions, which correspond to those used by the 
U.S. Bureau of the Census, are shown in 
figure I. 

Place of residence.-The place of residence 
of a member of the civilian, noninstitutionalized 
population is classified as inside a standard met­
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an 
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm. 

Region States Included 

Northcast. . . . 	 Maine. New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New (York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania 

North Central . . 	 Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Iowa, hlissouri, 
North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska 

South . . . . . 	 Delaware, Maryland, 
District of’ Columbia, 
Virginia, \Vcst Virginia, 
North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Kentucky, Texas, Tcnncsscc, 
Alabama, hlississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma 

west . . . . . 	 Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 
Colorado, New hlcxico, 
Arizona, Utah, Nc\ada, 
\V!ashington, ~Zlaskn, Oregon, 
California, I Iawaii 

Figure I. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas.-The def­
initions and titles of SMSA’s are established by 
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with 
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand­
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were 
212 SMSA’s defined for the 1960 decennial 
census. 

The definition of an individual SMSA involves 
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci­
fied population which constitute the central city 
and identify the county in which it is located as 
the central county; second, economic and social 
relationships with contiguous counties (except 
in New England) which are metropolitan in char­
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
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politan area may be determined. SMSA’s &e not 
limited by State boundaries. In New England 
SMSA’s consist of towns and cities, rather than 
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’s as defined in the 1960 
census and does not include any subsequent ad­
ditions or changes. 

Farm and nonfarm residence.-The population 
residing outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the 
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA 
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu­
lation, which comprises the remaining outside 
SMSA population. The farm population includes 
persons living on places of 10 acres or more 
from which sales of farm products amounted to 

-ooo-

$50 or more during the previous 12 months or 
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales 
of farm products amounted to $250 or more 
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons 
living outside an SMSA were classified as ncn­
farm if their household paid rent for the house 
but their rent did not include any land used for 
farming. 

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts 
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits, 
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk, 
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and 
nursery and forest products produced on the 
place and sold at any time during the preceding 
12 months. 
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APPENDIX III 

DOCTOR VISIT QUESTIONS AND RECORDING FORM, 1971 

DOCTOR VISIT (1) DOCTOR VISIT (2) 

DOCTOR VISITS PAGE 1. Person number Person number 

Earlier, you told me that hod seen or talked to o 
7777 0 Last week 7777 l--J Last weekdoctor during the past 2 weeks. OR OR 

!(I. On what (other) dates during that l-weak period did 2a. I BBBB I-J Week before i 88~8 0 Week before 
-~visit or talk to o doctor? 

-------------------_----------------------. 2+.---E!!._------~----------.. -!!onrh---&cm-m-----------w­

b. 	 bY,:;;wa ony other doctor visits for him during that b. Y (Reask 2a and b) Y (Reaslt Za and IJ) 
N (Ask 3-5 for each visit) N (Ask 3-5 for each visit) 

8. Wheredid hs I.. the doctor on the (date) , at a clinic, 3. X0 0 While inpatient in hospital (STOP) xo 0 While inparient in hospital (STOP) 
hospital, doctor’s office, or soma other place? 01 0 Doctor’s office (group pracrice or 01 0 Doctor”s office (group practice or 

doctor’s clinic) doctor s clinic)
If Hospital: Wasit the out-patient clinic, 10 I-J Telephone to ,, Telephoneor the wnwgency room? 

20 0 Hospital Our-Patient Clinic 20 0 Hospirnl Out-Patient Clinic 
If Clinic: Was it a hospital out-potient 10 0 Home 30 0 Home 
clinic, o company clinic, or some otkcr 

kind of clinic? 40 0 Hospital Emergency Room 40 0 Hospital Emerge&y Room 


50 0 Company or Industry Clinic 50 0 Company or Indusrry Clinic 
60 I-J Orher(Specif,.) SO I-J Other (Specify) 

-? 7 

. IS the doctor a gancral practitioner or o specialist? 4. 01 0 General practirioner 01 0 General pracritioner 

0 	 Specialisr - 0 Specialisr -
What kind of rpscimlist is he? What kind of specialist is he? 

7 7 

a. Whydid he visit (call) the doctor on (dare) ? 50. 
Write in *eason 

--_------_---__-____--------------~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------~~~~-------.~-~-~~~~~~~------------~~~~~~ 
Mark appropriate box(w) 

1 0 Diag. or ueafmcnf (5s~) 1 0 Diag. or treatment (5~) 

3 IJ General checkup (56) 3 0 General checkup (Sb) 

2 f-J Pre or Posmnral cnre 2 0 Pr e 0r Posrnaral care 

4 0 Eye exam. (glasses) 

S 0 Immunizarion %=i?; 

4 0 

5 0 

Eye exam. (glasses) 

Immunization 
(Next 

DV) 

5 0 Other I 6 0 Other 1 
-----_____--------------------------------~------~---------------------------------------------------

Y 	 (Enter condition in 5.9 N Wext Y (Enter candition in 5a N fi-,‘ext 
end change to “msg. or DV) end change LO -Diag. or DV)b. 	 Was this for any specific condition? b. t~e~ll7X”t”)____________________-~~~~~-~--------~--_______________--_-----~~~~~~~~~~~_______--_____________------- Ireahne”r”) 

Mark box or ask: q Condition reported in Sa 0 Condition reported in 5a 

e. For what condition did visit the doctor on this dote? c. 

XIOTNOTES 
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2. During the post 2 weeks (the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar) how many 
2. a None I. INJ’J 

times 	 did see a medical doctor? --Numbrr of vi+r I 
-

(Besides those visits) Y (136 and cl 
30. 	 During that 2-week period did anyone in the family go to a doctor’s office or 

clinic for shots, X-rays, tests, or examinations? N (Id) 

b. Who was this? - Mark “Doctor visit” box in person’s column. 8% 0 Doctor uiqir 
--------__-------__----------------------------------------------------------	 .----__ -_-------___ 

Y (136 and cl 
c. Anyone else? N-_____--__------___----------------------------------------------------------

If “Doctor visit,” ask: 
d. 	 How many timer did visit the doctor during that period? d. -Number of vibics (NPJ 

-

4a. During that period, did anyone in the family get any medical advice from Y (14b and c) 
Q doctor over the telephone?

________--_--___-_______________________------------------------------------~ N (15) .---- --------__---. 

b. Who was the phone call about? - Mark “Phone call” box in person’s column. 4b. q Phone call 
_________________--_____________________-------------------------------------	 .------------ -_--_. 

Y (Idb and c) 
C. 	 Any calls about anyone else? N 

-_____-______---_------------------------------------------------------------ _-------- ~----_ 

If “Phone call,” ask: 

d. 	 How many telephone calls were made to get medical advice about ? d. -Number of calls (NPJ
-

Fill i tem C, (DOCTOR), from Q.‘s 12-14 for all persons. 
Ask Q. ISa for each person with visits in DOCTOR box. 

50. 	 For what condition did ICC or talk to D doctor during the past 2 weeks? 5..________---_----________________________-------------------------------------

b. Did see or talk to o doctor about any specific condition? b. Y N (NPJ 

Enter condtrion ,n item C 
c. What condition? C. snd ask JZd 

d. 	 During that period, did see or talk to a doctor about any other condition? d. Y fI5cJ N INPJ__________----______---------------------------------------------------------

l 	 . During the post 2 weeks was sick because of her pregnancy? s. Y N fNPJ 
-_-----_________---_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~-----~~~~~~~-~~~--~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .-----------_--_ -

f. 	 What was the matter? - Anything else? 1. Enter condIllon in flem C (NP 
-

SO. 	 During the post 12 months, (that is sinca(dare)a year ago), about how many times did see or talk to a i.. IO n Only when in hospir.d
medical doctor? (Do not count doctors seen while a patient in o hospital.) 
(Include the visits you already told me about.) 	 -Number of vi.irs.---- --------_--__. 

b. ABOUT how long has it been since LAST sow or tolkad to a medical doctor? b. n Z-week docror visir 

reparred IQ.‘* I2 and 1.5) 
17 2 weeks - L months 
,J Over 6 - 12 manthq 
n I year 
u 2 - .I years 
q 5t years 
0 Never 

:OOTNOTES 
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES 

Originally Public Health Service Publication No. 1000 

Series 1. Programs and collection procedures.-Reports whichdescribe thegeneralprograms of the National 
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions,

: and other material necessary for understanding the data. 

Series 2. 	 Data evaluation and methods research .-Studies of new statistical methodology including: experi­
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical 
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory. 

Series 3. Analvtical studies.-Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies basedon vital and health 
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series. 

&&es 4. 	 Documents and committee reports .-Final reports of major committees concerned with. vital and 
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised 
birth and death certificates, 

Series 10. 	 Data from the Health Interview Survev. -Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use 
of hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data 
collected in a continuing national household interview survey. 

Series Il. Data from the Health Examination Survey. -Data from direct examination,, testing, and measure­
ment of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutional population provide the basis for two types 
of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United 
States and the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psycho-
logical characteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without 
reference to an explicit finite universe of persons. 

Series 12. 	 Data porn the Institutional Population Surveys .- Statistics relating to the health characteristics of 
persons in institutions, and their medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on national 
samples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients. 

&-vies 13. 	 Data from the Hospital Discharge. Survey. - Statistics relating to di.416irged patients in short-stay 
hospitals, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals. 

Series 14. 	 Data on health Yesou’Yces: manpower and facilities.-Statistics cn the numbers, geographic distri­
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health 
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities. 

Swies 20. 	 Data on mortality.- Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or 
monthly reports -special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables, also 
geographic and time series analyses. 

Series 21. 	 Data on natality, marriage, and divorce.-Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce 
other than as included in regular annual or monthly reports+special analyses by demographic 
variables, also geographic and time series analyses, studies of fertility. 

Series 22. 	 Data l”/om the National Natality and Mortality Surveys.- Statistics on characteristics of births 
and deaths not available from the vital records, based on sample surveys stemming from these 
records, including such topics as mortality by socioeconomic class, hospital experience in the 
last year of life, medical care during pregnancy, health insurance coverage, etc. 

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to. 	 Office of Information 

National Center for Health Statistics 
Public Health Service, HRA 
Rockville, Md. 20852 
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