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IN THIS REPORT statistics aye presented on the distribution of se­
lected types of chronic conditions reported as causes of activity limi­
tution. This publication, based on data collected in health interviews 
during the period July 1963-June 1965, is the third report j+om the 
Health Interview Survey in a chronological sequence dealing with this 
topic. 

Demographic factors lused in describing the population of limited per-
sons include degree of limitation, age, sex, family income, living ar­
rangements, geographic region, and location of residence. 

During this time period, an estimated 22.6 million perso?zs, OY 12.1 
percent of the civilian, noninstitutional population, were limited in ac­
tivity because of chronic illness. A total of about 31.1 million condi­
tions caused these limitations. Therefore, on the average, there were 
1.4 limitation-causing chronic conditions per limited person. Most 
often reported as causes of limitation were (1) heart conditions, (2) 
arthritis and rheumatism, (3) mental and nervous conditions, (4) im­
pairments of back or spine (except paralysis), (5) hypertension without 
heart involvement, (6) impairments of lower extremities and hips (ex­
cept paralysis and absence), and (7’ visual impairments. 

SYMBOLS 

Data not available---- _____ - ____ -_--__-___ ___ 

Category not applicable------------------- . . . 

Quantity zero---------------------------- -

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05---- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of 
reliability or precision------------------ * 

0 



CHRONIC CONDITIONS CAUSING 

ACTIVITY LIMITATION 


Adele G. Dingfelder, Division of Health Interview Statistics 

INTRODUCTION limitation categories in distributions according 
to age and sex. 

This is the third report from the Health In addition to updating certain previously 
Interview Survey dealing with causes of activity published statistics, this report contributes new 
limitation. Previous reports on this subject are dimensions of analysis to the subject under dis­
“Chronic Conditions and Activity Limitation, cussion. The additional variables according to 
United States, July 1961-June 1963” (Vital and which causes of limitation are distributed are: 
Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 17) and”Chronic living arrangement classes indicating household 
Conditions Causing Limitation of Activities, relationships, geographic region of residence, 
United States, July 1959-June 1961” (Health and metropolitan or nonmetropolitan designation 
Statistics, Series B, No. 36). of residence. 

Some of the statistics in the earlier reports All of the detailed tables in this report have 
have been updated in the present publication. For been coordinated with population tables on pages 
example, the distribution of selected causes of 45-54 in “Age Patterns in Medical Care, Illness, 
limitation among chronically limited persons ac- and Disability, United States, July 1963-June 
cording to the degree of severity of limitation is 1965” (Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, 
shown in each of these reports, and the chrono- No. 32). For each distribution of causes of 
logical sequence of these distributions forms a limitation among limited persons according to 
source of data for valid trend comparisons. demographic characteristics, there is a corre-
Comparability has been ensured by the absence of sponding distribution of chronic condition and 
major alterations of questionnaire items related limitation status among the entire civilian, non-
to this subject and by the use of the same chronic institutional population, Therefore, by using these 
condition list for each report, two reports together, one may consider the 

The formats of tables 3,4, and 16-18 in Series number of limitations caused by various chronic 
10, No. 17, outlining distributions of causes of conditions in terms of their prevalence in the 
limitation according to age, sex, and family in- total population. 
come of limited persons, are essentially repeated 
in tables 4-9 of this report. Thus, further trend SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS 
comparisons are possible between these more OF DATA 
recent pairings of survey years, Series B, No. 36 
is excluded because it shows data by sex and age The information presented in this publication 
only for those persons in the two most severe is derived from data collected in household inter-
limitation categories-limitations affecting major views in the nationwide Health Interview Survey, 
activity (e.g., working or keeping house), while a continuing program of the National Center for 
the two more recent reports combine all three Health Statistics. These interviews were con-
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ducted in a probability sample of the civilian, 
noninstitutional population of the United States. 
The sample is so designed that interviews are 
conducted each week in a representative sample 
of the Nation’s households by trained personnel 
of the Bureau of the Census. During the 24 
months from July 1963-June 1965 the cumulative 
weekly samples included some 84,000 house-
holds containing about 268,000 persons living at 
the time of the interview. 

Because the survey excludes the institutional 
population, statistics such as the prevalence of 
specific chronic conditions for which the rate of 
institutionalization is high, may considerably 
underestimate rates for the total population. 
Furthermore, persons 65 years and over, with a 
greater share being residents of nursing homes 
and other long-term-stay institutions, are in-
completely described. Thus, other sources of 
data must be used to supplement Health Interview 
Survey data. For example, the records main­
tained in resident institutions are used in the 
Division of Health Resources Statistics to obtain 
sample data which will describe the health and 
health- care status of institutionalized persons. 
Certain types of estimates are also reduced by 
the exclusion of information for persons who 
died prior to the household interview. 

A brief description of the design of the 
survey, the methods of estimation, and the general 
qualifications of data obtained from surveys is 
presented in appendix I. Based on a sample of the 
population, the estimates shown in this report are 
subject to sampling error. Although. most of 
these errors are of relatively low magnitude, 
the sampling error may be high where an esti­
mated number or the numerator or denominator 
of a rate or percentage is small. For this reason, 
particular attention should be directed to the 
section in appendix I entitled “Reliability of 
Estimates.” Charts of relative sampling errors 
and instructions for their use are also presented 
in appendix I. 

Certain terms used in this report are 
defined in appendix II. Since many of the terms 
have specialized meanings, this appendix is vitally 
important. 

The questionnaire used by the Health Inter-
view Survey during the period July 1964-June 1965 
is illustrated in appendix III. The chronicillness 

experience of household members was deriv:d 
from answers to the illness-recall questions 
(6-12 on the questionnaire shown), used in COI-
junction with the check lists of chronic conditio is 
and impairments. Each person who reported o ie 
or more chronic conditions was shown the oie 
card out of four (cards E-H used with columns 
(t) and (u) of table I) which wasappropriate to his 
usual activity class and was asked to select the 
statement which best described his limitation-of-
activity status. The interview respondent made the 
selection for children and for adults not present 
at the time of interview. If a person indicated by 
his choice that he was limited, he was asked 10 
specify which chronic condition(s) caused his 
limitation. 

CHRONIC CONDITIONS CAUSING 
ACTIVITY LIMITATION 

Leading Causes of Limitation 

With only one inconsequential exception! 
the same seven condition groups have led a 11 
other tabulated causes of activity limitation fcr 
three consecutive Z-year periods beginning wirh 
July 1959 (table A). Heart conditions andarthrit) s 
and rheumatism have consistently exceeded all 
other condition groups, andthere were essential my 
no differences in the order of prominence of tie 
next five leading causes for each set of data. 

Nor were there more than minor changes .n 
the magnitude of percentage of limitations caused 
by a given condition group. For example, in tie 
course of these 6 years, the percentage of limite d 
persons with limitation due to hypertension fell 
just seven-tenths of a percentage point, from 6.8 
percent in fiscal years 1960-1961 to 6.1 percent 
in fiscal years 1964-1965. During this time period, 
impairments of lower extremities and hips as 
causes of limitation dropped less than one pcr­
centage unit, from 6.8 percent to 5.9 percen, 
An increasing trend, although a very gradual one, 
appears to be reflected in the proportion of disa­
bility due to mental and nervous conditions an3 
impairments of back or spine. 

‘Visual impairments ranked eighth in fi.+ral yew-. 1!Nl1. 
1961. 
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Table A. Seven most frequent causes f-activity limitation, United States,
July 1959-June 1965 

- -

I July 1963-June 1965 T July 1961-June 1963 T July 1959-June 1961 

Per-
cent 

Heart conditions------ 16.0
Arthritis and

rheumatism----------- 15.4
Mental and nervous

condi,tions----------- 7.8
Impairments of back or

spine---------------- 7.8
Hypertension without 

heart: involvement 6.1
Impairments of lower 

extremities and hips-
Visual impairments---- ::; 

Heart conditions----
Arthritis and 

rheumatism---------
Mental and nervous 

conditions---------
Impairments of back 

or spine-----------
Impairments of lower 

extremities and
hips---------------

Hypertension without
heart involvement-­

Visual impairments-­

Per-
cent 

16.0 

14.8 

7.7 

7.5 

6.2 

$50 

Heart conditions----
Arthritis and

rheumatism---------
Mental and nervous 

conditions---------
Hypertension without

heart involvement-­
Impairments of lower 

extremities and
hips---------------

Impairments of back 
or spine-----------

Conditions ofgenito­
urinary system-----

Per-
cent 

16.7 

15.9 

7.0 

6.8 

6.8 

6.6 

5.8 

NOTE: Percentages refertonumber of persons with condition per 100 limited persons. 

In this discussion, it must be remembered 
that the figures are estimates based on reported 
causes of reported limitations. Record-check 
studies have shown that certain conditions are 
widespread causes of disability and yet are 
grossly underreported in a household interview. 
Among this class of conditions are malignant 
neoplasms and mental and nervous conditions. 
Thus, the survey may be understating that por­
tion of the disability picture concerning such 
conditions as causes of activity limitation. 

Degree of Limitation 

About: one-half of the total civilian, non-
institutional population is estimated to have had 
at least one chronic condition during the period 
July 1963-June 1965. Approximately one-fourth 
of these persons had activity limitation because 
of long-term illness or impairment; this number 
represents 12.1 percent of the total population. 

Among these 22.6 million persons with 
chronic limitation of activity, 4.1 million were 
prevented from carrying on the major activity 
for their age-sex group (working, keeping house, 
going to school, or engaging in preschool ac­

tivities); 12.3 million were limited in the amount 
or kind of major activity in which they could . 
participate; and 6.1 million were limited, but 
not in their major activity. 

Progressively more severe limitation was 
associated with an increasing number of limit­
ing conditions .per person. As shown in table B, 
the average number per person of chronic con­
ditions causing limitation was 1.1 for persons 
limited in activities outside their major ac­
tivity, 1.3 for those restricted in amount or kind 
of major activity, and 1.8 for those unable to 
perform their major activity at all. 

The above trend would seem to be due to 
differences in the age distributions of the three 
limitation categories. However, even though the 
most severely limited group washeavilyweighted 
with older persons as compared with the other 
limitation groups, the number of multiple con­
ditions was more closely related to degree of 
limitation than to age. When each age class is 
examined separately (table C), the number of 
conditions per person increases along with de­
gree of limitation. However, when the degree of 
limitation is held constant (table C), there is no 
general pattern 0%an increase in multiple con-
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Table 	 B. Number of chronic conditions per person and activity-limiting conditions per
person, by activity limitation status: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

Number of Number of 
chronic limiting

Activity limitation status conditions conditions 
chronic 

per person per person 

Persons with 1+ chronic conditions--------------------­

persons not limited in activities---------------------------­
persons with activity limitation----i------------------------

Limited, but not in major activity
Limited
Unable to 

in amount or kind of major activityI--------------­
on majorcar-y activityl-------------------------

IMajor activity refers to ability to work,
school activities. 

ditions with age. Thus, the only apparent effectof 
aging was the increase in the multiple condition 
rate from 1.5 to 1.9 for persons with the most 
severe limitation as they reached 45yearsofage. 

Table D shows the chronic conditions most 
often reported as causes of each of the degrees 
of activity limitation. In all three limitation 
categories, arthritis and rheumatism and heart 
conditions involved the largest percentages of 
limited persons; when major activity was af­
fected, the importance of these condition groups 
is particularly evident. Visual impairments and 
paralysis were prominent only as causes of the 

Table C. Number of limiting chronic conditions 
tation and age: United States, 

keep house, or engage in school or pre-

most severe limitations, while asthma and h;.y 
fever and impairments of lower extremities and 
hips ranked high in causing the least severe 
limitations. 

Typically, the percentage of limitations dL#e 
to a given condition group increased as the degrc:e 
of limitation became greater (table 3). Howeve:, 
among the conditions listed in table D, there wer e 
some notable exceptions to the pattern in table ii. 
Asthma and hay fever, and impairments oflowtr 
extremities and hips caused a fairly high per­
centage of those limitations not affecting major 
activity, while they were responsible for a 

ofper person per year,
July 1963-June 1965

by degree limi-, 

z 

Degree of limitation 
Under 45-64 65+45 
years years years 

Number of limiting
conditions per person 

Limited, but not in major activityl-------------------------- 1.1
Limited in amount or kind of major activityI-----------------

Unable to carry on major activityl--------------------------- i:; 


IMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities. 
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smaller share of those limitations which did af­
fect major activity, Impairments of the back or 
spine were relatively important in the lesser 
two limitation groups, but were not even among 
the principal causes of limitation among persons 
entirely unable to carry on their major activity. 
Hypertension without heart involvement was most 
prominent for persons limited in amount or kind 
of major activity, the intermediate classification 
of degree of limitation. 

Sex and Age 

Table E, based on detailed tables 4 and 5, 
shows the most frequent causes of activity 
limitation for each sex-age class. Among males 
45 years and over, heart conditions caused 
the largest percentage of limitations, with ar­
thritis and rheumatism ranking a high second. 
Among females in this age range, the same two 
condition groups headed the list of causes, but 
arthritis and rheumatism took precedence over 
heart conditions. 

Table D. Most frequent causes of activity
United States, July 

Certain frequently reported condition groups 
characterized each sex at particular age inter­
vals, while other condition groups appeared to be 
the most frequent causes of limitation for both 
sexes in a given age range. These age-specific 
sex patterns of chronic conditions causing ac­
tivity limitation can be derived by determining 
which conditions are among the leading causes of 
limitation in a specified age class for males only, 
for females only, or.for both sexes. For example, 
it is observed that paralysis was an important 
cause of limitation among males only, and then 
only for the age class under 45 years. Similarly, 
among females, genitourinary conditions (under 
65 years of age) and digestive conditions other 
than ulcer and hernia (45 years and over) were 
distinctively important as causes of limitation. 

Sex-specific age patterns relating to causes 
of activity limitation can also be obtained. Here, 
conditions which were important in one age class 
only are: under 45 years-asthma-hay fever 
(male and female), paralysis (male), and diseases 
of muscles, bones, and joints other than arthritis 

degree of limitation:limitation, by
1963-June 1965 

Limited, but not in 
major activity1 

Limited in amount or kind Unable to carry on 
major activity1 

Per-
cent 

Heart conditions----- 24.9 
Arthritis and 

rheumatism---------- 16.5 
Visual impairments--- 11.7 
Paralysis, complete

or partial---------- 10.8 
Mental and nervous

conditions---------- 10.1 

or engage in school or pre-

of major activity1 

Arthritis and 
rheumatism----------

Heart conditions-----
Impairments of back 

or spine- -_____- -___ 
Mental and nervous

conditions----------
Hypertension without 

heart involvement---

Per-
cent 

16.8 
15.7 

9.2 

7.5 

6.8 

Per-
cent 

11.9 
10.7 

7 -7 

7 .O 
6.8 

6.3 

Arthritis and
rheumatism-----------

Heart conditions------
Impairments of back 

or spine-------------
Mental and nervous 

conditions-----------
Asthma-hay fever------
Impairments of lower 

extremities and hips-

IMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house,
school activities. 

NOTE: Percentages refer to number of persons with condition per 100 persons in each 
limitation category. 
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and rheumatism (male); and 65 years and over-
visual impairments (male and female). 

In the older age groups, the impact of 
certain condition groups was much greater in 
relation to that of the other causes of limitation. 
Corresponding to increases in age, four con­
dition groups-heart disease, hypertension, ar­
thritis and rheumatism, and visual impairments-
were associated with increases in total prevalence 
as well as in percent of reported conditions that 

produced activity limitation, For example, among; 
males, heart conditions caused 5.7, 21.1, and 22.:: 
percent of the limitations in the age classe:: 
under 45, 45-64, and 65 years and over, respec­
tively (fig. 1). The equivalent percentages of heart 
conditions causing limitation in females were 
5.7, 15.9, and 22.1 percent, 

In contrast, some condition groups showed a 
marked decline in importance with advancing 

Table E. Most frequent causes of activity limitation, by age and sex: United States,
July 1963-June 1965 

Under 45 years 

Impairments of back 
or spine-------------

Asthma-hay fever------
Impairments of lower 

extremities and hips-
Mental and nervous

conditions-----------
Paralysis, complete

or partial-----------
Heart conditions------
Diseases of muscles,

bones, and joints,
other than arthritis 
and rheumatism-------

Mental and nervous
conditions-----------

Impairments of back 
or spine-------------

Conditions of genito­
urinary system-------

Asthma-hay fever------
Arthritis and rheuma­

tism-----------------
Heart conditions------

Percent 

'E . 

8.8 

6.6 

2; 

5.4 

11.0 

10.6 

8.1 
7.4 

6:2 
5.7 

45-64 years 

Male 

Heart conditions------
Arthritis and rheu­

~tism---------------
Impairments of back 

or spine-------------
Mental and nervous

conditions-----------
Impairments of lower 

extremities and
hips-----------------

Female 

Arthritis and rheu­
~tism---------------

Heart conditions------
Mental and nervous

conditions-----------
Hypertension without 

heart involvement----
Impairments of back 

or spine-------------
Conditions of genito­

urinary system-------
Conditions of diges­

tive system other 
than ulcer or hemia­

'ercent 

21.1 

13.1 

9.6 

7.1 

6.8 

22.1 
15.9 

10.5 

9.9 

7.7 

7.2 

5.9 

65+ years 

Heart conditions------
Arthritis and rhe&a­

tism-----------------
Visual impairments----
Hypertension without 

heart involvement----

Arthritis and rheuma­
tism-----------------

Heart conditions------
Hypertension without 

heart involvement----
Visual impairments----
Mental and nervous

conditions-----------
Impairments of lower 

extremities and hips-
Conditions of diges­

tive system other 
than ulcer or hemia-

Percent 

22.2 

15.9 
7.8 

5.3 

26.6 
22.1 

11.2 
11.0 

7.7 

6.2 

5.7 

NOTE: Percentages refer to number of persons with condition per 100 persons in each age-sex
class. 



PERCENT OF LIMITED PERSONS 

Heart conditions 

Hypertension without 
heart involvement 

Arthritis end 
rheumatism 

Virual impairments 

Asthma-hay fever 

Impairments of bock 
or spine 

MALE FEMALE 

Under 45 years m 45-64 years 

, Figure I. Percent of persons with activity limitation who reported selected chronic conditions as a cause of 
their limitation, by sex and age. 

og;c (fig. 1). Asthma and hay fever and impair­
rnc~nts of back or spine illustrate this inverse 
r~~lationship for both males and females, 

Family Income and Age 

‘l’a’~l~~ 6 and 7 present chronic activity 
limitation estimates for five categories of family 
income. The conditions most frequently reported 
as causing activity limitation among persons in 
each of these income levels are shown in table F. 
In every income category, heart conditions and 
at~hritis and rheumatism were the leading con­
dition groups associated with limitation. Ar­

thritis and rheumatism were particularly promi­
nent among persons with family incomes of less 
than $3,000, where these conditions were re­
sponsible for an estimated 19.5 percent of ac­
tivity limitatioils. 

Genitourinary conditions and conditions of 
digestive system other than ulcer or hernia 
were among the most frequent causes of limita­
tion, but only for the income group below $3,000. 
At incomes under $4,000, hypertension andvisual 
impairments appear to have had relatively more 
impact than at higher incomes. As family 
income increased to $10,000 or maze, diseases 
of muscles, bones, and joints (excluding arthritis 

7 



-------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------ 

Table F. Most frequent causes of activity limitation, by family income: United State;, 
July 1963-June 1965 

-c 
Family income and chronic conditions Percen: 

Under $3,000 

Arthritis and rheumatism---------------------------------------------------- 19.5
Heart conditions----------------~--------------------~---------------------- 17.6
Mental and nervous conditions----------------------------------------------- 9.2
Hypertension without heart involvement
Visual impairments----------------------------------------------------------
Impairments of back 01: spine------------------------------------------------
Impairments of lower extremities and hips-----------------------------------
Conditions of genitourinary system------------------------------------------
Conditions of digestive system, other than ulcer or hernia-----------------­
&t--hay fever------------------------------------------------------------

$3,000-$3,999 

Heart conditions

Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions-----------------------------------------------

Impairments of back or spine------------------------------------------------

Hypertension without heart involvement--------------------------------------

Visual impairments----------------------------------------------------------

Asthma-hay fever------------------------------------------------------------

Impairments of lower extremities and hips-----------------------------------


16.1 
14.3 

8.4 

$4,000-$6,999 


Heart conditions
Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------------------------------------
Impairments of back or spine
Mental and nervous conditions-----------------------------------------------
Asthma-hay fever
Impairments 0-f lower extremities and hips-----------------------------------

14.9 
11.7 

8.6 
7.1 
5.2 
5.1 

$7,000-$9,999 


Heart conditions
Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------------------------------------
Impairments of back or spine------------------------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions-----------------------------------------------
Impairment- of lower extremities and hips-----------------------------------
Asthma-hay fever 

$10,000+ 

13.4
12,4

z:: 

6:l
5.2 

Heart conditions

Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------------------------------------

Impairments of back or spine
Diseases of muscles, bones and joints, other than arthritis and rheumatism-­

Impairments of lower extremities and hips-----------------------------------

Asthma-hay fever------------------------------------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions --------------------_______^____________-------

15 3 
12 7 

69.: 

6.0 
56 
56 

NOTE: Percentages refer to number of persons with condition per 100 persons in each 
income category. 



and rheumatism) became more important as 
causes of limitation, in relation to other con­
ditions reported in each income category. 

Survey data suggest that the amount of 
limitation caused by each of several condition 
igroups was systematically related to the level of 
1	family income. These trends are depicted in 
figure 2. Increasing levels of family income 
were associated with declines in the proportion 
of chronically limited persons who attributed 
their disability to each of the following condition 
groups -mental and nervous conditions, hyper-

IO 
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tension without heart involvement, visual im­
pairments, 2 conditions of the genitourinary sys­
tem, 2 and conditions of digestive system other 
than ulcer or hernia. The opposite pattern char­
acterized diseases of muscles, bones, and joints 
(excluding arthritis and rheumatism) and im­
pairments of back or spine; that is, these condi­
tions causes increasing amounts of limitation 
in conjunction with a corresponding increase 
in family income. An initially decreasing 

2 Slight deviations in trend may be due to sampling error. 

m Under $3,000 

$4,000- $6,999 

$7,000-$9.999 

$lO,OOO and aver 

s Mental nnd nervous Hypertension Visual impairments Conditions of genitourinary 

:: conditions without heart involvement system 

E 

Conditian;yspefmdlgestive Arthritis and rheumatism Heart conditions Diseases of muscles, Impairments of back 
bones,ond joints or spine 

(excluding ulcer or hernia) (excluding arthritis 
and rheumatism) 

Figure 2. Percent of persons with activity limitation who reported selected chronic conditions as a cause of 
their activity limitation, by family income. 
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trend in the impact of arthritis and rheumatism 
and heart conditions was followed by an upward 
shift in the higher income levels. 

Since age is an important variable related to 
both income and illness, more meaningful analy­
sis might evolve from the examination of separate 
age classes within each income category. By such 
a detailed cross-classification, however, the re-
liability of the estimates would be extremely poor. 
Therefore, as an alternative procedure and at the 
cost of reducing the precision of income cate­
gories, tables 8 and 9 were prepared with broader 
income groupings (under $4,000 and $4,000 and 
over) to demonstrate relationships among income, 
cause of disability, and age. 

This rearrangement of the data into income-
age classes reveals the main causes of limitation 
among persons under 45 years of age in high 
and low income families. Thus, mental and 
nervous conditions and impairments of the back 
or- spine were the most important causes OFac­
tivity limitation among low income persons in 

this age range. In the case of high inconc 
persons under 45 years of age, impairments of 
back or spine accounted for the largest per­
centage of limitations. 

Certain condition groups had a greater im­
pact on one income segment of the population tf an 
on the other, and this difference was generally 
specific to particular age levels. The follow ng 
condition groups were reported as causing st’b­
stantially larger proportions of activity linii­
tation in low income persons for the ages given: 
mernal and nervous conditions (all age groups), 
arthritis and rheumatism (4s years and over), 
and hypertension without heart involvement znd 
visual impairments (45-64 years). High income 
persons reported relatively more limitation tt an 
low income persons for: diseases of muscles, 
bones, and joints other than arthritis and rheum a­
tism (under 65 years), impairments of back or 
spine (under 45 years), and heart conditicas 
(45-64 years). 

Table G. Most frequent causes of activity limitation among persons 45 years of age and 
over, by living arrangements: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

Per-
cent 

20.9 

18.3 

7.2 

7.1 

6.8 

5.1 
5.0 

=. 

Living with relatives-­
other 

Per-
cent 

Arthritis and 
rheumatism--------- 21,o

Heart conditions---- 19,3
Visual impairments-- 10.5 
Hypertension without 

heart involvement-- 8,8
Mental and nervous 

conditions--------- 7,7
Impairments of lower 

extremities and
hips--------- _____ - 6.1 

Paralysis, complete 
or partial--------- 5.2 

Living alone or with 
nonrelatives 

Living with relatives-
married 

Heart conditions----
Arthritis and 

rheumatism---------
Impairments of back 

or spine-----------
Hypertension without 

heart involvement-­
Mental and nervous 

conditions---------
Impairments of lower 

extremities and
hips---------------

Visual impairments-­

Per-
cent 

23.0 
19.8 

9.6 

8.8 

8.4 

Arthritis and
rheumatism-----------

Heart conditions------
Visual impairments----
Mental and nervous

conditions-----------
Hypertension without 

heart involvement----
Impairments of lower 

extremities and hips- 6.3 
Impairments of back 

or spine------------- 6.0 
Conditions of diges­

tive system, other 
than ulcer or
hernia- _____________. 5.6 

NOTE: Percentages refer to number of persons with 
living arrangement category. 

condition per 100 persons in each 
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living Arrangements 

The classification of persons according to 
living arrangements is derived from survey data 
pertaining to family relationship and marital 
status of household members. The three cate­
gories-living alone or with nonrelatives; living 
with relatives-married; and living with rela­
t ives- other (not married)-are meahingful only 
in terms of certain specified age intervals. 
Furthermore, the most appropriate use for these 
categories is to differentiate household status 
among older persons. Hence, table 10, showing 
causes of limitation by living arrangements, 
deals only with persons 45 years of ageand over, 

As shown in table G, which is a summary of 
table 10, the conditions reported most often as 
causes of limitation varied only slightly accord­
ing to living arrangements. Arthritis and rheuma­
tism and heart conditions as causes of limitation 
clearly led all other condition groups in each 
living arrangement category. A noteworthy con­
trast was visual impairments, which held a rela­
tively less important position in the catego_ry 
“living with relatives- married” than in either 
of the remaining two categories. This difference 
was due primarily to the higher proportion of 
persons under 65 years of age in the group of 
presently married persons living with relatives, 
as compared with the other living arrangement 
categories. 

Substantial differences3 among living ar­
rangement categories in the percent of limited 
persons who reported a given condition group as 
a cause of their limitations, existed for five con­
dition groups-visual impairments, impairments 
of back or spine, paralysis, mental and nervous 
conditions, and arthritis and rheumatism. This 
reflects differences in the age composition of the 
three living arrangement categories (fig. 3) ex­
cept in the case of mental andnervous conditions, 
where it appears that real differences existed 
among living arrangement groups in spite of the 
heterogeneous mixtures of age (table G). 

3Cbmpu~rd as percentage differences of compared percent-
ago \dllrw. 

m kA 75 years and over 

I-

l-

Living with Llvmg alone or Lwlng Wll” 
relatives - married with nonrelatives relatives- other 

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 

Figure 3. Percent distribution of limited persons 45 
years and over, by age according to living arrange­
ments. 

Geographic Region and Age 

Essentially the same condition groups ledall 
other reported causes of limitation for each geo­
graphic region (table H). There were, however, 
slight variations. For example, among persons 
under 65 years of age, heart conditions ranked 
high in all regions. Nevertheless, they were 
clearly the one leading cause of limitation in the 
Northeast Region, with a reported level of 14.6 
percent of all limitations. The second highest 
condition group in this region, arthritis and 
rheumatism, causes considerably less limitation 
(11.3 percent). In the same age range, impair­
ments of the back or spine seem to have been 
relatively more important in the West Region 
and less important in the South Region. For per-
sons 65 years and over, there was even less 
variation among regions in the leading causes 
of limitation than for persons under 65 years. 

11 



Persons in the South Region reported more 
conditions, on the average, as causing each ac­
tivity limitation (table J), and the rate of limita­
tions caused by each specific condition group was 
most often higher in this region (tables 11 and 12). 
Those condition groups for which the South had 
considerably higher disability rates in both age 
classes were: mental and nervous conditions, 
hypertension without heart involvement, and con­
ditions of the genitourinary system. For ages 65 
years and over, this list also included conditions 
of digestive system other than ulcer or hernia. 

It is noteworthy that among persons under 
65 years of age, the South reported a relatively 

Table J. Number of limiting chronic con­
ditions per limited person, by age aad 
geographic region: United States, July
1963-June 1965 

= 
Under 65+Region 65 years years 

Number of 

limiting conditions 


per person 


Northeast----------- 1.29 1. 32 
North Central------- 1,30 1..35
South--------------- 1.40 1.154 
west---------------- 1.28 1.41 

Table H. Most frequent causes of activity limitation, by geographic region and age: United States,
July 1963-June 1965 

Northeast 

Heart conditions---
Arthritis and 

rheumatism--------
Impairments of or spine----------back 

Mental and nervous 
conditions--------

Impairments of 
lower extremitiesand hips----------

Asthma-hay fever---
Diseases of muscles. 

bones, and joints.
other than arthri­
tis andrheumatism-

Paralysis, complete 
or partial--------

Heart conditions---
Arthritis and 

rheumatism--------
Visual impairments-
Hypertension with-

out heart involve­
ment------------

Impairments of 
lower extremities 
and hips----------

Conditions of the 
circulatory sys­
tem, other than 
heart conditions,
hypertension,
varicose veins,
and hemorrhoids---

Per-
cent 

14.6 

11.3 

10.4 

6.9 

4.9 

4.9 

23.4 

19.2 
9.2 

6.7 

5.5 

5.0 

North Central South 

Under 65 years of age 

'er­
ent 

Heart conditions-- 12.9 
Arthritis and 

rheumatism------- 11.6 
Impairments of 

back or spine---- 11.1 
Mental and nervous 

conditions-------
Asthma-hay fever-- 682 
Impairments of 

lower extremitiesand hips--------- 6.1 
Diseases of mus­

cles, bones, and 
joints, other 
than arthritis 
and rheumatism--- 5.0 

Arthritis and 
rheumatism-------

Heart conditions-­
Mental and nervous 

conditions-------
Impairments of 

back or spine----
Conditions of 

genitourinarysystem----------
Impairments of 

lower extremitiesand hips---------
Asthma-hay fever-­
Hypertension

without heart 
involvement------

65+years of age 

Heart conditions-- 21.7 Arthritis and 
Arthritis and rheumatism-------

rheumatism------- 20.8 Heart conditions--
Visual impair- Hypertension

ments------------ a.7 without heart 
Hypertension involvement------

involvement------ 7.0 ments---;-----
Mental and nervous Mental and nervous 

conditions------- 5.4 conditions-------
Conditions of di-

gestive system,
other than ulcer 

without heart Visual impair-

or hernia--------
Conditions of 

genitourinary
system--------

Impairments of 
lower extremities
and hips-------­

ent 

::-z. 

11.2 

8.0 

7.1 

66:: 

6.2 

23.6 
21.9 

11.2 

10.8 

a.3 

6.2 

6.1 

5.8 

West 

Impairments of 
back or spine----

Heart conditions-­
Arthritis and 

rheumatism-------
Mental and nervous 

conditions-------
Asthma-hav fever--
Impairmenis of 

lower extremitiesandhip.+--------
Diseases of mus­

cles, hones, and 
joints, other 
than arthritis 
and rheumatism---

Conditions of 
senitourinarv 

Heart conditions-­
Arthritis and 

rheumatism-------
Visual impair­

ment+-----------
Hypertension

without heart 
involvement------

Impairments of 
or spine----

Mental and nervous 
conditions------­

back 

= 

Per-
cent 

11.3 
11.2 

10.7 

::1 

6.1 

5.j 

5.1 

21.11 

20.'1 

8..1 

7.(1 

5.!* 

5.C' 

NOTE: Percentages refer to number of persons with condition per 100 persons in each geographic region. 
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Table K. Most frequent causes of activity limitation, by age and residence: United States,
July 1963-June 1965 

All ages 

T Outside SMSA'E 

r Farm 
SMSA's 

Heart conditions-------

Arthritis and
rheumatism------------

Impairments of back 
or spine--------------

Mental and nervous
conditions------------

Impairments of lower 
extremities and hips-­

Visual impairments-----

H
K

pertension without 
eart involvement-----

Asthma-hay fever-------

Nonfarm 

Arthritis and 
rheumatism---------

Heart conditions----

Mental and nervous
conditions---------

Impairments of back 
or spine-----------

Hypertension without
heart involvement-­

Visual impairments-­

Impairments of lower
extremities and
hips-- _-mm- __-_-- mm 

Conditions of
genitourinarytem---------------- sys-

Asthma-hay fever----

Under 45 years 

T 
Percent 

Percent 

16.1 

14.3 

7.9 

7.0 

5.9 

5.3 

5.3 

5.0 

Percent 

16.5 

16.2 

9.0 

7.6 

6.6 

6.5 

5.6 

5.5 

5.2 

Percent 
Arthritis and 

rheumatism--------- 18.1 

Heart conditions---- 15.0 

Impairments of back or spi*e----------- 8.4 

Hypertension without 
heart involvement-- 8.4 

Mental and nervous. .conditions--------- 8.2 

Impairments of lower
extremities and
hips--------------- 6.6 

Conditions of 
genitourinary
f-em----------------

sys-
6.3 

Asthma-hay fever---- 5.7 

Conditions of diges­
tive system, other 
than ulcer or her-
n.ja---------------- 5.4 

Visual impairnents-- 5.0 

SMSA's Outside SMSA's 

Percent 

Impairments of back or spine---------- 11.7 Impairments of back or spine--------- 10.2 

Mental and nervous conditions--------- 8.4 Mental and nervous conditions-------- 9.9 
Asthma-hay fever---------------------- 8.2 Asth,,phay fever--------------------- 8.2 

Impairments of lower extremities and
hops--------------------------------- 6.6 

Impairments of lower extremities and
hips------------------------------- 6.6 

Heart conditions---------------------- 5.8 Heart conditions--------------------- 6.1 

Diseases of muscles, bones,and joints,
other than arthritis and rheumatism--

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------

5.2 

5.1 

Conditions of genitourinary, system---

Arthritis and rheumatism-------------

5.9 

5.0 

Paralysis, complete or partial-------- 5.1 

13 
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Table K. Most frequent causes of activity limitation, by age and residence: United States,
July 1963-June 1965~Con. 

45-64 years 

SMSA's Outside SMSA's 

Percent 

18.5 

17.3 

10.7 

8.3 

7.6 

6.h 

5.d 

5.4 

Percent 

22.t. 

21.; 

10.4 

9.1 

7.1 . 

5.2 

5.0 

heart conditions----------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------

Impairments of back or spine----------

Mental and nervous conditions---------

Hypertension without heart involve­
ment---------------------------------

Impairments of lower extremities andhips----------------;------------------

Heart conditions----------------------

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------

Visual impairments--------------------

Hypertension without heart involve­
ment---------------------------------

Impairments of lower extremities and
hips---------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions---------

Percent 

18.9 

17.0 

8.4 

7.7 

6.2 

5.7 

Arthritis and rheumatism-------------

Heart conditions---------------------

Mental and nervous conditions--------

Impairments of back or spine---------

Hypertension without heart involve­
ment----------------------- -------mm 

Conditions of genitourinary system---

Conditions of digestive system, other 
than ulcer or hemia----------------

Impairments of lower extremities and 
hips- _----__------------------------

65+years 

Percent 

22.7 

20.2 

9.0 

7.2 

5.4 

5.1 

Arthritis and rheumatism-------------

Heart conditions---------------------

Visual impairments-------------------

Hypertension without heart involve­
ment--------------------------------

Mental and nervous conditions--------

Impairments of lower extremities and
hips--------------------------------

Conditions of digestive system, other 
than ulcer or hemia----------------

NOTE: Percentages refer to number of persons with condition per 100 persons in each residence 
category. 
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low rate of disability due to impairments of the 
back or spine, in spite of this region’s generally 
unfavorable position in comparisons with the 
other regions for most other condition groups. 

Residence and Age 

The most frequently reported causes of 
limitation according to residence category are 
shown in table K. For persons of all ages the 
same leading causes were found for metropolitan 
residents as for the rural-farm and nonfarm 
populations, but there were differences among 
the residence categories in the relative im­
portance of certain specific condition groups. 
Hypertension without heart involvement ranked 
higher as a cause of limitation among persons 
living on farms, while visual impairments were 
considerably less important in this population 
sector than in the other groups. 

In terms of the percentage of limitations 
caused by any given condition group, the greatest 
differences among the three residence categories 
were for hypertension and conditions of the 
genitourinary system (tables 13 and 14). Ap­
proximately 8.4 percent of limited persons living 
on a farm were disabled by hypertension, a some-
what larger figure than the 5.3 percent for 
metropolitan or the 6.6 percent for rural-non-
farm areas. In the case of genitourinary condi­
tions, the metropolitan areas stood out as having 
a lower percentage of limited persons with limi-

000 

tation assignable to these conditions than did the 
other two residence categories. Tbe percentages 
were 4.0 for metropolitan areas, 5.5 for rural-
nonfarm, and 6.3 for farm areas. 

Because of the low frequencies involved, 
sampling errors were too large to permit any 
analysis by age for persons living in farm areas. 
Therefore, in the age-specific portions of table K 
and tables 13 and 14, persons living in standard 
metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s) are com­
pared only with ‘persons living. in nonfarm areas 
outside the SMSA’s. These comparisons produced 
almost identical lists of leading conditions in 
each age range (table K). However, there was an 
exchange of emphasis in the group 45-64 years 
of age. In this age group, genitourinary conditions 
were more important as a cause of limitation 
among nonfarm persons living outside of metro­
politan areas than among metropolitanresidents, 
while impairments of the lower. extremities and 
hips were less important. 

The disability rates among persons under 
45 years of age, for any condition,weregenerally 
at the same level for rural nonfarm as for 
metropolitan areas (tables 13 and 14). At ages 
45 and older, mental and nervous conditions, 
genitourinary conditions, and conditions of the 
digestive system other than ulcer or hernia 
were reported as causing larger proportions of 
activity limitations among persons living in 
rural nonfarm areas. 
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Table 1. Total population and average number of persons, by chronic condition and activity limitation status 
and selected characteristics: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

oninstitutionsl population. The survey design,general qualifications, andinfonnetionon Lharuliab lity
+2l lin AppendixI. Definitions of termsaregiven in Appendixa 

-

Persons with l+ chronic conditions 

Persons WithSelected Total with no With limitationcharacteristics population chronic With no limitation, in in amount Unable 
of 

10 
conditions Total limi;;tion but not carry 

major ,or kind of major
major activity'activity activity* activity1 

Average number of persons in thousands' 

All persons"-------- .87, .09 101,453 85,656 63.073 6.114 12.347 4.12: 

Sex-

Male---------------------- 90,692 50,782 39,910 2,384 2,804
Female-------------------- 96,417 50,671 45,747 3,730 1,318 

Under 45 years------------ 85,544 46,509 39,815 3,337 56245-64 years--------------- 12,962 24,936 17,425 1,056
65 years and over--------- 2,946 14,212 5,833 2% 2,504, 

Family income 

Under $3,000-------------- 34,787 15,454 1;,;;; 10,529 1,615 5,053 2¶gs7$3,000-$3,ggg------------- 15,921 8,679 4,909 570 1,325
$4,000- fj,ggg---------- 57,574 24;272 1,663 2,821 718

7,000- g,ggg----------- 37,747 1?E 16,285 3% 1,064 1,399 304 
~lO.OO!and over---------- 31,220 161863 14,357 12:108 927 1,066 256 

Living arrangements 

Living alone-------------- 9,098 2,283 6,815 4,204 595 1,568 448 
Living with nonrelatives-- 3,407 1,368 2,040 1,488 115 281 157
Living with relatives:

Married----------------- 85,367 33,867 51,500 37,813 3,825 7,734 2,129
Other------------------- 89,237 63,935 25,301 19,568 1,580 2,764 1,389 

Geographic region 

Northeast----------------- 46,578 27,609 18,969 14,521 1,032 2,508 908 
North Central------------- 53,351 28,781 24,570 1,956 3,439 994
South--------------------- 56,982 29,892 :z% 1,867 4,620 1,684
West---------------------- 30,198 15,171 P577z92; 111450 1,259 1,781 537I 

Residence 

SMSA's-------------------- 119,762 66,024 53,738 41,178 3,618 6,725 2,217
Outside SMSA's:

Nonfarm----------------- 55,710 26,569 2,;;; 4,465 1,614
Farm-------------------- 11,637 5,349 1,158 292 

'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. -. 
BSummations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited because a 

person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may be less 
because only selected conditions are shown. 

SIncludes unknown incomes. 
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the 

civilian population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 
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i TsbLc 2. Percent distribution of Persons, by chronic condition and activity limitation status according to 
selected characteristics: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

/ F&I (1~ hesodon householdinterviews of the civilinn, noninstitutional popul&on. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability
of the estimates me given in Appendix1. Definitions of termsare given in Appendix g 

Persons with l+ chronic conditions 

Persons WithSelected Total with no With limitationcharacteristics population chronic With no limitation, in amOunt Unable to 
conditions Total limitation but not in or kind of 

carry on 
of majormajor major activity'activity activity' activity' 

Percent distribution2 

All persons” _--- -_-__ 100. c 54.2 45.8 33.7 3.3 6.6 2.2 

SEX-

MCllC,_----_----_---_________ 1oo.a 56.0 32.1 3.1l?em:,le --w-----m--m -D---D--- loo.0 52.6 35.: E:f 1.4 

Under 45 years------------- 100.0 64.8 35.2 30.2 2.1 2.5 0.4 
45-64 years---------------- 100.0 34.2 65.8 46.C 5.4 11.6 2.8 
f.15 years and over---------- 100.0 17.2 82.8 34.0 7.3 26.9 14.6 

Family income 

U1ldcQr $3,oOa--------------- 100.0 44.4 55.6 30.3 4.6 14.5 6.1 
$3,000-$3,ggg-------------- 100.0 54.5 45.5 30.8 3.6 8.3 2.8 
$4,000-$6,ggg-------------- 100.0 57.8 42.2 33.1 2.9 4.9 1.2 
$7,ooo-$g,ggg-------------- 100.0 56.9 43.1 35.8 2.8 3.7 0.8 
$10,000 and over----------- 100.0 54.0 46.0 38.8 3.0 3.4 0.8 

Living arrancements 

Living alone--------------- 100.0 25.1 74.9 46.2 6.5 17.2 4.9 
Living with nonrelatives--- 100.0 40.2 59.9 43.7 3.4 8.2 4.6 
Living with relatives:

M3rried------------------
Other-------------------- GE . 

60.3 
28.4 4E . 

4.5 
1.8 

9.1 
3.1 2:: 

Geographic region 

Northeast-------- ------w--m 100.0 59.3 40.7 31.2 2.2 5.4 1.9 
North Central-------------- 100.0 53.9 46.1 34.1 3.7 6.4 1.9 

South---------------------- 100.0 52.5 47.5 33.2 3.3 8.1 3.0 
W~,,st----------------------- 100.0 50.2 49.8 37.9 4.2 5.9 1.8 

Residence 

100.0 55.1 44.9 34.4 3.0 5.6 1.9 
Outside SMSA's:

N~~iarm------------------ 100.0 52.3 47.7 33.1 2.9
Farnl--------------------- 100.0 54.0 46.0 29.5 2:“o 2.5 

'Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
2Perccntages may add to more than 100 because a Person can report more than one condition as a cause of

his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown. 
"Includes unknown incomes. 
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Table 3. Average number and percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity,by selected chronic conditilms 
causing limitation according to degree of limitation: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[Data nre bawdon household interviewsof the civilisn,noninstitutionnlpopulntion. Tho survey design.general qualifications,and information ontbc wEability aftbv er(imn’(*q 

activity-----------
Persons limited in I

- 22,583 6,114 12,347 4,122 100.0 100.0 100.0 -= 100.0 

Tuberculosis, all forms--- 148 31 74 44 0.7 0.5 0.6 1.1 
Malignant neoplasms------- 260 35 111 114 1.2 0.6 0.9 2.8 
Benign and unspecified

neoplasm.5 ----_-__------__ 227 60 127 40 1.0 1.0 1.0 1,o 
Asthma-hay fever---------- 1,152 415 543 194 5.1 6.8 4.4 4.7 
Diabetes------------------ 571 122 291 158 2.5 2.0 2.4 3,8 
Mental and nervous

conditions--------------- 1,767 429 923 415 7.8 7.0 7.5 10.1 
Heart conditions---------- 3,619 652 1,941 1,026 16.0 10.7 15.7 24.9 
Hypertension without heart

i*v*lveme*t-------------- 1,369 314 836 219 6.1 5.1 6.8 53 
Varicose veins------------ 535 161 313 61 2.4 2.6 2.5 1.5 
Hemorrhoids--------------- 243 54 148 41 1.1 0.9 1.2 1.0 
Other conditions of 

circulatory system------- 758 176 371 212 3.4 2.9 3.0 5.1 
Chronic sinusitis and

bronchitis--------------- 621 204 304 112 2.7 3.3 2.5 2.7 
Other conditions of

respiratory system------- 501 87 233 181 2.2 1.4 1.9 4.4 

are given in kppcndix I. Defmitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

All With With 

Selected chronic , ~;g~~~s limitation, 
in 

ti$&$F Unable 
rn 

to 
but not carry

conditions 
"Ez. . major or kind major

of major activity'
tation activity' activity* 

Average number of persons in thousands' Percent distribution" 

Peptic ulcer-------------- 550 123 313 114 2.4 2.0 2.5 2.0 
Hernia-------------------- 556 91 363 102 2.5 1.5 2.9 2.5 
Other conditions of 

digestive system--------- 958 206 534 218 4.2 3.4 4.3 5.3 
Conditions of genito-

urinary system----------- 1,071 304 562 205 4.7 5.0 4.6 5.0 
Arthritis and rheumatism-- 3,481 725 2,076 680 15.4 11.9 16.8 16.5 
Other diseases of muscles,

bones, and joints-------- 785 234 466 86 3.5 3.8 3.8 2.1 
Visual impairments-------- 1,285 184 618 483 5.7 3.0 5.0 11.7 
Hearing impairments------- 461 97 219 145 2.0 1.6 1.8 3. 5 
Paralysis, complete orpartial------------------ 923 118 361 444 4.1 1.9 2.9 10. 3 
Impairments (except


paralysis) of back or
spine-------------------- 1,769 469 1,139 160 7.8 7.7 9.2 3,'l 

Impairments (except a­


ralysis and absence P of 

upper extremities and

shoulders---------------- 401 92 258 51 1.8 1.5 2.1 1 . .'I 


Impairments (except a 

ralysis and absence7 if 

lower extremities and

hips--------------------- 1,325 384 704 237 5.9 6.3 5.7 5. 'I 


-. 
'Major activity refe& to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
'Summations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited because a person cam 

reuort more than one condition as a cause of his limitation: on the other hand.I thevI~<mav be less because onlv, selectee 
coiditions are sham. 

aPercentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limita­
tion; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because onlyselected conditionsare shown. 
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Table 4. Average number of persons with limitation of activity due to selected chronic conditions, by sex and age:
United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[Uotu nrohawd on household intorviewaof the civilinn, nonins~itutionnlpopulalion. The survey dcsign,gensml qualifications, nnd informntion on the reliability ofthe estimates 
nre eivonin AooondixI. Definitionsof termsareeivenin Aoeendix~1-

Both sexes II Male Female 

Selected chronic 
conditions All Under All

45ages years I ages q--ii@ 

Average number of persons in thousands' 

Persons limited inacti"ity--------- 212.583 6,694 ',511 
z E

,378 10,837 3,149 L--647 6,040 11,746 3,545 2 864 1,338 
- - - - E 

Tuberculosis, all forms---- 148 49 65 34 92 42 * 57 * -x -2 

Malignant neoplasms-------- 260 37 109 115 120 46 6? 140 9< 63 53 

Benign and unspecified
neoplnsms----------------- 227 103 85 40 59 B 4 * 169 81 65 ?< 

Asthma-hay fever----------- 1,152 550 330 272 666 287 191 188 486 263 139 84 

Diabetes------------------- 571 81 228 262 228 31 87 110 342 50 142 151 

Mental and nervous
ronditions---------------- 1,767 598 665 504 637 209 259 169 1,130 390 406 334 

Heart conditions----------- 3,619 384 L,381 .,854 1,844 181 768 896 1,775 203 614 958 

Hypertension without heart 
1,369 151 516 701 402 53 136 214 967 98 381 488involvement---------------

Varicose veins-------------	 535 138 195 201 126 Y 54 55 409 121 141 146 

243 73 95 75 117 30 46 41 127 43 49 34 

Other conditions of 
circulatory system-------- 758 182 196 381 348 70 86 192 410 112 109 189 

Chronic sinusitis and
bronchitis---------------- 621 213 222 187 305 87 113 106 316 126 109 81 

Other conditions of 
respiratory system-------- 501 99 205 196 370 51 164 155 130 48 41 41 

peptic ulcer--------------- 550 150 27C 129 358 90 182 87 191 60 89 43 

Hernia--------------------- 556 102 21E 236 377 70 143 164 179 32 75 72 

Other conditions of diges-
958 202 37r 382 352 74 144 134 606 129 229 248tive system---------------

Conditions of genito­
urinary system------------ 1,071 353 391 323 369 65 115 185 702 288 279 135 

Arthritis and rheumatism--- 3,481 353 1,331 L,797 1,252 133 476 64: 2,229 220 855 L,154 

O;!h;;sdiseases of muscles, 
, and joints--------- 781 326 335 12c 407 171 184 5: 378 155 155 68 

Visual impairments--------- 1,281 19c 301 794 611 121 175 31: 674 69 126 479 

Hearing impairments-------- 461 127 111 215 253 64 68 12; 207 63 46 98 

partial-------------------Paralysis, complete or 
92: 327 25: 344 489 182 131 171 434 145 121 169 

Impairments (except pa­
ralysis) of back or spine- 1,761 752 64; 365 903 375 351 17; 866 377 296 192 

Impairments (except a­
ralysis and absence P of 
upper extremities and 

401 137 151 114 221 93 82 41 181 44 6E 69shoulders-----------------

Impairments (except pa­
ralysis and absencejof
lower extremities andhips---------------------- 1,325 445 435 445 701 278 24i 17-i 624 167 185 268 

'Summations of conditions-causinglimitation may be greater than the number of persons limited because a person can 
report more than onecondition asa cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may be less because only selected 
conditions are shown. 
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Table 5. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic conditions causing limita­
tion according to sex and age: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[cat, nro bnsedon household intowiows ofthe-ri\,ilinn,noninstitutionnlpopulntion. The survey design,pencrnl qunlifications.and infomalion on the wliahllity ofthv ~~s~~maw. 
are giwn in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are #ten in Appendix I~J 

r Both sexes Male Female 

Selected chronic 
conditions All Under I45-64 65-b All "$- 45-64 65+ All ";ier 45-64 65+45ages years years years ages years years years ages years years years 

-

Percent distribution' 

Persons limited inactivity--------------- 100.0 .oo.o 100.0 100.0 100.0 .oo.o 100.0 .oo.o 100.0 00.0 100.0 .ao.o 
- E 

Tuberculosis, all forms------- 0.7 0.7 0.9 0.4 0.8 * 1.2 * 0.5 * * * 
Malignantneoplasms----------- 1.2 0.6 1.5 1.4 1.1 * 1.3 1.5 1.2 * 1.6 1.2 

neoplasms-------------------- 1.0 1.5 1.1 0.5 0.5 * 9: * 1.4 2.3 1.7 * 

A&,*-hay fevc.r------------ 5.1 8.2 4.4 3.2 6.1 9.1 5.2 4.7 4.1 7.4 3.6 1.9 ' 
Diabetes---------------------- 2.5 1.2 3.0 3.1 2.1 1.0 2.4 2.7 2.9 1.4 3.7 3.5 I 

Mental and nervous conditions- 7.8 8.9 8.9 6.0 5.9 6.6 7.1 4.2 9.6 11.0 10.5 7.7 

Heart conditions-------------- 16.0 5.7 18.4 22.1 17.0 5.7 21.1 22.2 15.1 5.7 15.9 22.1 

Hypertension without heart
involvement------------------ 6.1 2.3 6.9 8.4 3.7 1.7 3.7 5.3 8.2 2.8 9.9 11.2 

Varicose veins---------------- 2.4 2.1 2.6 2.4 1.2 * 1.5 1.4 3.5 3.4 3.6 3.4 

Hemorrhoids------------------- 1.1 1.1 1.3 0.9 1.1 1.0 1.3 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.3 0.8 

Other conditions of circula-
tory system------------------ 3.4 2.7 2.6 4.5 3.2 2.2 2.4 4.8 3.5 3.2 2.8 4.4 

Chronic sinusitis and
bronchitis------------------- 2.7 3.2 3.0 2.2 2.8 2.8 3.1 2.6 2.7 3.6 2.8 1.9 

1 

Other conditions of respira-tory system------------------ 2.2 1.5 2.7 2.3 3.4 1.6 4.5 3.8 1.1 1.4 1.1 0.9 
peptic ulcer------------------ 2.4 2.2 3.6 1.5 3.3 2.9 5.0 2.2 1.6 1.7 2.3 1.0 

Hernia------------------------ 2.5 1.5 2.9 2.8 3.5 2.2 3.9 4.1 1.5 0.9 1.9 1.7 

Other conditions of digestivesystem----------------------- 4.2 3.0 5.0 4.6 3.2 2.3 3.9 3.3 5.2 3.6 5.9 5.7 

Conditions of genitourinary
system----------------------- 4.7 5.3 5.3 3.9 3.4 2.1 3.2 4.7 6.0 8.1 7.2 3.1 

Arthritis and rheumatism------ 15.4 5.3 17.7 21.4 11.6 4.2 13.1 15.9 19.0 6.2 22.1 26.6 

Other diseases of muscles,
bones, and joints------------ 3.5 4.9 4.5 1.4 3.8 5.4 5.0 1.3 3.2 4.4 4.0 1.6 

Visual impairments------------ 5.7 2.8 4.0 9.5 5.6 3.8 4.8 7.8 5.7 1.9 3.3 11.0 

Hearing impairments----------- 2.0 1.9 1.5 2.6 2.3 2.0 1.9 3.0 1.8 1.8 1.2 2.3 

Paralysis, complete orpartial -____---- a----__--_-- - 4.1 4.9 3.4 4.1 4.5 5.8 3.6 4.3 3.7 4.1 3.1 3.9 

Benign and unspecified 

Impairments (except paralysis)
of back or spine------------- 7.8 11.2 8.6 4.4 8.3 11.9 9.6 4.4 7.4 10.6 7.7 4.4 

Impairments (except paralysis
and absence) of upper
extremities and shoulders---- 1.8 2.0 2.0 1.4 2.0 3.0 2.2 1.1 1.5 1.2 1.8 1.6 

Impairments (except paralysis
and absence)of lower extremi-

5.9 6.6 5.8 5.3 6.5 8.8 6.8 4.4 5.3 4.7 4.9 6.2ties a,,d hips--------------­

'Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limits­
tion; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown. 
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Table 6. Average number ofpersons with limitation of activity due to selected chronic conditions,
by family income: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[Data nrobasedon householdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on thereliability of the estimates are given iw Appendix I. Definitions of terms ars given in Appendix II] 

Family income 
Selected chronic conditions 

All Under $3,000- $4,000- $7,000- $lo ()oo+
incomes1 $3,000 $3,999 $6,999 $9,999 ' 

Average number of persons in thousands2 

Persons limited in activity-------- 22,583 8,805 2,333 5,202 2,767 2,249 

Tuberculosis, all forms------------------ 148 68 * 37 * * 
Malignant neoplasms---------------------- 260 86 31 61 30 34 
Benign and unspecified neoplasms---------
Asthma-hay fever-------------------------

227 83 * 56 Jr 
1,152 443 121 269 144 

* 
126 

Diabetes--------------------------------- 571 261 61 IL3 58 42 
Mental and nervous conditions------------ 1,767 812 196 368 178 126 
Heart conditions------------------------- 3,619 1,548 376 776 370 343 
Hypertension without heart involvement--- 1,369 720 132 228 123 87 
Varicose veins--------------------------- 535 231 61 110 57 41 
Hemorrhoids------------------------------ 243 134 J< 51 Jr * 
Other conditions of circulatory system--- 758 324 67 181 84 67 
Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis--------- 621 238 80 145 81 51 
Other conditions of respiratory system--- 501 220 56 98 50 45 
Peptic ulcer----------------------------- 550 240 56 120 63 44 
Hernia----------------------------------- 556 279 59 100 49 38 
Other conditions of digestive system----- 958 455 98 202 79 65 
Conditions of genitourinary system------- 1,071 482 95 244 113 80 
Arthritis and rheumatism;---------------- 3,481 1,718 333 609 342 286 
Other diseases of muscles, bones, and

joints---------------------------------- 785 191 68 233 126 137 
Visual impairments----------------------- 1,285 673 130 221 94 86 
Hearing impairments---------------------- 461 198 60 94 49 37 
Paralysis, complete or partial----------- 923 348 98 217 125 91 
Impairments (except paralysis) of back 

or spine-------------------------------- 1,769 576 192 449 261 205 
Impairments (except paralysis and ab-

shoulders------------------------------- 401 156 34 104 49 36
sence) of upper extremities and 

Imapirments
of 

(except paralysis and ab­
sence) lower extremities and hips---- 1,325 568 118 263 170 134 

'Includes unknown incomes. 
'Summations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited 

because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other 
hand, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown. 
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Table 7. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic condi­
tions causing limitation according to family income: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] -r Family income 

Selected chronic conditions 
All 

incomes1 $10,000+ 

Percent distribution2 

Persons limited in activity-------- 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Tuberculosis, all forms------------------ 0.7 0.8 * 0.7 * A 

Malignant neoplasms---------------------- 1.2 1.0 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.5 
Benign and unspecified neoplasms--------- 1.0 0.9 * 1.1 * * 

Asthma-hay fever------------------------- 5.1 5.0 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.6 
Diabetes--------------------------------- 2.5 3.0 2.6 2.2 2.1 1.9 
Mental and nervous conditions------------ 7.8 9.2 8.4 7.1 6.4 5.6 
Heart conditions------------------------- 16.0 17.6 16.1 14.9 13.4 15.3 
Hypertension without heart involvement--- 6.1 8.2 5.7 4.4 4.4 3.9 
Varicose veins--------------------------- 2.4 2.6 2.6 2.1 2.1 1.8 
Hemorrhoids------------------------------ 1.1 1.5 * 1.0 * * 
Other conditions of circulatory system--- 3.4 3.7 2.9 3.5 3.0 3.0 
Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis--------- 2.7 2.7 3.4 2.8 2.9 2.3 
Other conditions of respiratory system--- 2.2 2.5 2.4 1.9 1.8 2.0 
peptic ulcer----------------------------- 2.4 2.7 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.0 
Hernia----------------------------------- 2.5 3.2 2.5 1.9 1.8 1.7 
Other conditions of digestive system----- 4.2 5.2 4.2 3.9 2.9 2.9 
Conditions of genitourinary system------- 4.7 5.5 4.1 4.7 4.1 3.6 
Arthritis and rheumatism----------------- 15.4 19.5 14.3 11.7 12.4 12.7 
Other diseases of muscles, bones, and

joints---------------------------------- 3.5 2.2 2.9 4.5 4.6 6.1 
Visual impairments----------------------- 5.7 7.6 5.6 4.2 3.4 3.8 
Hearing impairments---------------------- 2.0 2.2 2.6 1.8 1.8 1.6 
Paralysis, complete or partial----------- 4.1 4.0 4.2 4.2 4.5 4.0 
Impairments (except paralysis) of back 

or spine-------------------------------- 7.8 6.5 8.2 8.6 9.4 9.1 
Impairments (except paralysis and ab­

sence) of upper extremities and
shoulders------------------------------- 1.8 1.8 1.5 2.0 1.8 1.6 

Impairments (except paralysis and ab­
sence) of lower extremities and hips---- 5.9 6.5 5.1 5.1 6.1 6.0 

1 Includes unknown incomes. 
'Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a 

cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected 
conditions are shown. 
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Table 8. Average numberofpersons with limitation of activity due to selected chronfc conditions, 
by family income and age: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[Data are basedon householdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates BPSgiven in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II) 

A11 Under $4,000 $4,000+ 
incomes1 f I I I

Selected chronic conditions Under 45-64 65-E Under 45-64 65-b 
All ages years years years years years years---I/45 45 

Average number of persons in thousands2 

Persons I.imited in activity----------- 22,583 2,210 3,335 5,593 4,208 3,743 2,267- -

Tuberculosis, all forms-------------------- 148 * 34 Jr -k Jc 9, 
Malignant neoplasms---------- -------_-__-__ - 260 Jr 40 69 9, 60 36 
Benign and unspecified neoplasms------------ 227 34 43 31 66 36 * 
Asthma-hay fever------------- -------_---_--_ 1,152 181 177 207 34s 142 52 
Diabetes------------------------------------ 571 Jr 127 167 51 84 79 
Mental and nervous conditions--------------- 1,767 255 379 374 320 251 100 
Heart conditions---------------------------- 3,619 132 576 1,216 240 721 528 
Hypertension without heart invoIvement------ l., 369 75 278 499 69 200 169 
Varicose veins------------------------------ 535 39 109 144 90 78 40 
Hemorrhoids--------------------------------- 243 ?k 59 61 41 * * 
Other conditions of circulatory system------ 758 59 90 242 113 97 122 
Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis------------ 621 66 119 133 136 96 45 
Other conditions of respiratory system------ 501 38 102 135 58 86 49 
Peptic ulcer----------------------------- 550 56 145 94 87 110 * 
Hernia------------------------------------- 556 46 113 180 51 91 45 
Other conditions of digestive systen-------- 958 85 194 275 111 152 83 
Conditions of genitourinary system---------- 1,071 132 203 242 204 173 60 
Arthritis and rheumatism-------------------- 3,481 113 669 1,269 225 594 418 
Other diseases of muscles, bones, and

joints------------------------------------ 785 66 115 79 252 208 35 
Visual impairments-------------------------- 1,285 85 184 534 92 103 206 
Hearing impairments------------------------- 461 49 65 143 71 48 60 
Paralysis, complete or partial-------------- 923 93 132 221 225 103 105 
Impairments (except paralysis) of back 

or spine----------------------------------- 1,769 220 276 271 503 337 75 
Impairments (except paralysis and absence)

of upper extremities and shoulders--------- 401 46 66 78 84 74 31 
Impairments (except paralysis and absence)

of lower extremities and hips-------------- 1,325 141 233 312 282 180 105 

'Includes unknown incomes. 
'- 'Summations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited 

because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other
hand, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown. 
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Table 9. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic condi­
tions causing limitation according to family income and age: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[Data sw based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms sre given in Appendix II] 

II I 

All _ II Under $4,000 II 
$4,000+ 

ncomesl 11 1 I I I
Selected chronic conditions 

'tfer 45-64 65+ ';;" 45-64 65-!­
ll ages years years years years years years 

II I I ! I I 

Percent distribution2 

Persons limited in activity----------- 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 LOO.0 100.0 

Tuberculosis, all forms--------------------- 0.7 * 1.0 * * * * 
Malignant neoplasms------------------------- 1.2 * 1.2 1.2 * 1.6 1.6 
Benign and unspecified neoplasms------------ 1.0 1.5 1.3 0.6 1.6 1.0 * 
Asthma-hay fever---------------------------- 5.1 8.2 5.3 3.7 8.2 3.8 2.3 
Diabetes------------------------------------ 2.5 * 3.8 3.0 1.2 2.2 3.5 
Mental and nervous conditions--------------- 7.8 11.5 11.4 6.7 7.6 6.7 4.4 
Hear- conditions---------------------------- 16.0 6.0 17.3 21.7 5.7 19.3 23.3 
Hypertension without heart involvement------ 6.1 3.4 8.3 8.9 1.6 5.3 7.5 
Varicose veins------------------------------ 2.4 1.8 3.3 2.6 2.1 2.1 1.8 
Hemorrhoids--------------------------------- 1.1 * 1.8 1.1 1.0 * * 

Other conditions of circulatory system------ 3.4 2.7 2.7 4.3 2.7 2.6 5.4 
Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis------------ 2.7 3.0 3.6 2.4 3.2 2.6 2.0 
Other conditions of respiratory system------ 2.2 1.7 3.1 2.4 1.4 2.3 2.2 
Peptic ulcer-------------------------------- 2.4 2.5 4.3 1.7 2.1 2.9 * 
Hernia-------------------------------------- 2.5 2.1 3.4 3.2 1.2 2.4 2.0 
Other conditions of digestive system-------- 4.2 3.8 5.8 4.9 2.6 4.1 3.7 
Conditions of genitourinary system---------- 4.7 6.0 6.1 4.3 4.8 4.6 2.6 
Arthritis and rheumatism-------------------- 15.4 5.1 20.1 22.7 5.3 15.9 18.4 
Other diseases of muscles,

joints-------------------------------------
bones, and 

3.5 3.0 3.4 1.4 6.0 5.6 1.5 
Visual impairments-------------------------- 5.7 3.8 5.5 9.5 2.2 2.8 9.1 
Hearing impairments------------------------- 2.0 2.2 1.9 2.6 1.7 1.3 2.6 
Paralysis, complete or partial-------------- 4.1 4.2 4.0 4.0 5.3 2.8 4.6 
Impairments (except paralysis) of back 

or spine----------------------------------- 7.8 10.0 8.3 4.8 12.0 9.0 3.3 
Impairments (except paralysis and absence)

of upper extremities and shoulders--------- 1.8 2.1 2.0 1.4 2.0 2.0 1.4 
Impairments (except paralysis and absence)

of lower extremities and hips-------------- 5.9 6.4 7.0 5.6 6.7 4.8 4.6 

'Includes unknown incomes. 
2 Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a 

cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected 
conditions are shown. 
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Table 10. Average number and percent distribution of persons 45 years and over with limitation of activity,
by selected chronic conditions causing limitation according to living arrangements: United States, July
1963-June 1965 

IW hasedan housoholdintorviews	of the civilian, noninstitutionalpopulation.The surveydesign, generalqualificstions, andinfonation on the reliability of 
the estimntesBR given in AppendixLDefinitions of termsBWgiven in AppendixIj 

All relatives All 
Selected chronic conditions pers:ns y p'z=~ 

years years 

Average number of oersons 
-in thousands> Percent distribution' 

Persons limited inactivity----------------- 15,889 2,868 L 9,979 3,043 
-

100.0 100.0 
-

100.0 
-
100.0 

Tuberculosis, all forms--------- 99 * 60 -'- 0.6 -2 0.6 6 
Malignant neoplasms------------- 224 * 144 51 1.4 c< 1.4 1.7 
Benign and unspecifiedncaplasms---------------------- 125 x 86 4 0.8 .'- 0.9 * 
Asthma-hay fever---------------- 602 119 403 79 3.8 4.1 4.0 2.6 
Diabetes------------------------ 490 80 304 106 3.1 2.8 3.0 3.5 
Mental and nervous conditions--- 1,168 251 682 235 7.4 8.8 6.8 7.7 
&art conditions---------------- 3,235 567 2,081 587 20.4 19.8 20.9 19.3 

l Hypertension without heart
involvement-------------------- 1,218 242 707 268 7.7 8.4 7.1 8.8 

Varicose veins------------------ 397 80 240 77 2.5 2.8 2.4 2.5 
Hemorrhoids--------------------- 170 -x 119 -ii 1.1 9< 1.2 * 
Other conditions of circulatorysystem------------------------- 577 99 341 136 3.6 3.5 3.4 4.5 
Chronic sinusitis and

bronchitis--------------------- 409 73 275 61 2.6 2.5 2.8 2.0 
Other conditions of respiratorysystem------------------------- 401 73 283 45 2.5 2.5 2.8 1.5 
peptic ulcer-------------------- 400 57 288 54 2.5 2.0 2.9 1.8 
Hernia-------------------------- 454 79 323 52 2.9 2.8 3.2 1.7 
Other conditions of digestive

system------------------------- 756 162 454 139 4.8 5.6 4.5 4.6 
Conditions of genitourinarysystem------------------------- 718 123 482 113 4.5 4.3 4.8 3.7 
Arthritis and rheumatism-------- 3,128 661 1,826 640 19.7 23.0 18.3 21.0 
Other diseases of muscles,

bones, and joints-------------- 460 60 355 45 2.9 2.1 3.6 1.5 
Visual impairments-------------- 1,095 274 500 321 6.9 9.6 5.0 10.5 
Hearing impairments------------- 334 70 174 90 2.1 2.4 1.7 3.0 
Paralysis, complete or partial-- 596 92 347 157 3.8 3.2 3.5 5.2 
Impairments (except paralysis)of back ,,r spine----------- 1,016 172 720 124 6.4 6.0 7.2 4.1 
Impairments (except paralysis

and absence) of upper extremi­
ties and shoulders------------- 264 54 160 50 1.7 1.9 1.6 1.6 

Impairments (except paralysis
and ai-sence) of lower ex­
tremities and hips------------- 880 181 513 186 5.5 6.3 5.1 6.1 

- -

'Summations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited because a 
erson can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may be less 

Eecause only selected conditions are shown. 
'Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of 

his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown. 
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tions, by geograp R*ic region and age: 
of activity due to selected chronic condi-Table 11. Average number of ersons with limitation

United States, July 1963-June 1965 

[Dataarebasedon householdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The sarvsy design, general qualifications, and informatior 
on the reliability of the estimates aw given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms ars given in AppendixII] 

All Northeast
regions 

Selected chronic conditions 
All All Under 65 year.5 

ages ages 65 years and over 

Average number of persons
in thousands' 

persons limited in activity-------------------------- 22,583 4,448 2,664 1,784 
- -; 

Tuberculosis, all forms------------------------------------ 148 * * * 
Malignant neoplasms---------------------------------------- 260 51 * * 
Benign and -specified neoplasms--------------------------- 227 51 42 * 
Asthma-hay fever------------------------------------------- 1,152 175 132 43 
Diabetes--------------------------------------------------- 571 115 57 58 
Mental and nervous conditions------------------------------ 1,767 251 183 68 
Heart conditions------------------------------------------- 3,619 806 388 41&i 
Hypertension without heart involvement--------------------- 1,369 224 105 119 
Varicose veins--------------------------------------------- 535 99 59 41 
Hemorrhoids------------------------------------------------ 243 * * J 
Other conditions of circulatory system--------------------- 758 153 64 85 
Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis--------------------------- 621 92 65 * 
Other conditions of respiratory system--------------------- 501 92 47 45 
Peptic ulcer----------------------------------------------- 550 82 69 * 
Hernia----------------------------------------------------- 556 118 64 54 
Other conditions of digestive system----------------------- 958 150 90 61 
Conditions of genitourinary system------------------------- 1,071 133 91 42 
Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------------------- 3,481 644 302 342 
Other diseases of muscles, bones, and joints--------------- 785 156 131 * 
Visual impairments----------------------------------------- 1,285 257 92 165 
Hearing impairments---------------------------------------- 461 80 48 33 
paralysis, complete or partial----------------------------- 923 206 130 76 
Impairments (except paralysis) of back or spine------------ 1,769 344 277 66 
Impairments (except paralysis and absence) of upper 

401 84 58 *extremities and shoulders---------------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and absence) of lower 

extremities and hips-------------------------------------- 1,325 255 156 99 

%munations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited 
because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other
hand, they may be less because only selected conditions are shown. 
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Table 11. Average number of persons with limitation of activity due to selected chronic condi­
tions, by geographic region and age: United States, July 1963-June 1965-Con. 

[DataDKIbasedon householdinterviewsof the civilian, noninstitutionalpopulation.Thesurveydesign,generalqualifications,andinformation 
on thereliability of theestimatesaregivenin AppendixI. Definitionsof termsaregivenin AppendixU] 

North Central South West 

All Under 65 years 
ages II 65 years and over 

Average number of persons in thousands' 

6,388 3,932 2,457 8,171 5,255 2,916 3,576 2,354 1,222 

31 9< 9< 63 47 -'- -2 9c * 
71 40 31 96 62 34 42 a 4 
57 46 * 92 74 -2 4 6 * 

311 240 71 455 338 116 211 170 41 
159 92 67 211 107 105 85 53 32 
450 318 132 833 591 242 233 171 61 

1,042 507 534 1,245 607 638 527 263 264 
333 162 171 652 325 327 160 75 85 
134 81 53 215 135 80 86 59 * 

51 38 ik 140 94 45 34 ?; 4 
242 133 109 277 134 142 87 46 41 
167 119 48 261 176 85 102 75 Jr 
138 83 55 177 117 60 93 57 36 
150 117 33 230 175 55 88 60 t 
146 96 50 216 124 92 76 36 40 
231 142 88 431 249 182 147 96 51 
224 166 58 552 373 179 162 118 44 
966 455 511 1,365 676 689 506 251 255 
230 196 34 248 209 39 151 129 -2 
331 118 213 525 210 315 172 70 102 
126 61 65 186 93 94 68 40 + 
239 145 95 337 206 131 142 99 43 
550 438 113 543 419 124 332 265 67 

106 72 34 145 110 34 67 47 * 

358 239 119 510 341 170 202 144 58 
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Table 12. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic condi­
tions causing limitation according to geographic region and age: United States, July 1963-June 
1965 

[Data a~ based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates ax given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in .4ppendix II] 

Selected chronic conditions 

Percent distribution1 

persons limited in activity-------------------------- 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 -

Tuberculosis, all forms------------------------------------ 0.7 * * * 
Malignant neoplasms---------------------------------------- 1.2 1.1 * * 
Benign and unspecified neoplasms--------------------------- 1.0 1.1 1.6 * 
Asthma-hay fever------------------------------------------- 5.1 3.9 5.0 2.4 
Diabetes--------------------------------------------------- 2.5 2.6 2.1 3.3 
Mental and nervous conditions------------------------------ 7.8 5.6 6.9 3.8 
Heart conditions------------------------------------------- 16.0 18.1 14.6 23.4 
Hypertension without heart involvement--------------------- 6.1. 5.0 3.9 6.7 
Varicose veins--------------------------------------------- 2.4 2.2 2.2 2.3 
Hemorrhoids------------------------------------------------ 1.1 * * * 
Other conditions of circulatory system--------------------- 3.4 3.4 2.4 5.0 
Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis--------------------------- 2.7 2.1 2.4 * 
Other conditions of respiratory system--------------------- 2.2 2.1 1.8 2.5 
peptic ulcer----------------------------------------------- 2.4 1.8 2.6 * 
Hernia----------------------------------------------------- 2.5 2.7 2.4 3.0 
Other conditions of digestive system----------------------- 4.2 3.4 3.4 3.4 
Conditions of genitourinary system------------------------- 4.7 3.0 3.4 2.4 
Arthritis and rheumatism----------------------------------- 15.4 14.5 11.3 19.2 
Other diseases of muscles, bones, and joints--------------- 3.5 3.5 4.9 * 
Visual impairments----------------------------------------- 5.7 5.8 3.5 9.2 
Hearing impairments---------------------------------------- 2.0 1.8 1.8 1.8 
paralysis, complete or partial----------------------------- 4.1 4.6 4.9 4.3 
Impairments (except paralysis) of back or spine------------ 7.8 7.7 10.4 3.7 
Impairments (except paralysis and absence)

extremities and shoulders---------------------------------
of upper 

1.9 1.9 2.2 * 
Impairments (except paralysis and absence) of lowerextremities and hips-------------------------------------- 5.9 5.7 5.9 5.5 

'Percentages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a 
cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected 
conditions are shown. 
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Table 12. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic condi­
tions causing limitation according to geographic region and age: United States, July 1963-June 
1965-Con. 

[Data a~ baaedon householdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the relinbility of the estimates apegiven in AppendixI. Definitions of terms are given in AppendixD] 

North Central 

II I 
All Under 65 years 

ages II 65 years and over 

100.0 100.0 100.0 

0.5 * * 
1.1 1.0 1.3 
0.9 1.2 * 
4.9 6.1 2.9 
2.5 2.3 2.7 
7.0 8.1 5.4 

16.3 12.9 21.7 
5.2 4.1 7.0 
2.1 2.1 2.2 
0.8 1.0 * 
3.8 3.4 4.4 
2.6 3.0 2.0 
2.2 2.1 2.2 
2.3 3.0 1.3 
2.3 2.4 2.0 
3.6 3.6 3.6 
3.5 4.2 2.4 

15.1 11.6 20.8 
3.6 5.0 1.4 
5.2 3.0 8.7 
2.0 1.6 2.6 
3.7 3.7 3.9 
8.6 11.1 4.6 

1.7 1.8 1.4 

5.6 6.1 4.8 

South West 

II I II 

Percent distribution' 

100.0 100.0 

0.8 0.9 
1.2 1.2 
1.1 1.4 
5.6 6.4 
2.6 2.0 

10.2 11.2 
15.2 11.6 

8.0 6.2 
2.6 2.6 
1.7 1.8 
3.4 2.5 
3.2 3.3 
2.2 2.2 
2.8 3.3 
2.6 2.4 
5.3 4.7 
6.8 7.1 

16.7 12.9 
3.0 4.0 
6.4 4.0 
2.3 1.8 
4.1 3.9 
6.6 8.0 

1.8 2.1 

6.2 6.5 

All Under 65 years 
ages 65 years and over 

L 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

* f< * * 
1.2 1.2 ?k * 

* * Jr * 
4.0 5.9 7.2 3.4 
3.6 2.4 2.3 2.6 
8.3 6.5 7.3 3.0 

21.9 14.7 11.2 21..6 
11.2 4.5 3.2 7.0 

2.7 2.4 2.5 * 
1.5 1.0 * Jx 
4.9 2.4 2.0 3.4 
2.9 2.9 3.2 * 

2.1 2.6 2.4 2.9 
1.9 2.5 2.5 * 
3.2 2.1 1.5 3.3 
6.2 4.1 4.1 4.2 
6.1 4.5 5.0 3.6 

23.6 14.1 10.7 20.9 
1.3 4.2 5.5 * 

10.8 4.8 3.0 8.3 
3.2 1.9 1.7 * 
4.5 4.0 4.2 3.5 
4.3 9.3 11.3 5.5 

1.2 1.9 2.0 -k 

5.8 5.6 6.1 4.7 
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Table 13. Average number of persons with limitation of activity due to selected chronic conditions, by residence ard 
age: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

= 

SMSA's Outside SMSA's: nonfarm 
Outside 

Selected chronic conditions ------4 I I 

All All ";;" 45-64 65+ All T;"" 45-64 65+ All 
ages ages years years years ages years years years ages 

Average number of persons in thousands' 

Persons limited in activity------	 !2,583 12,560 3,980 5,192 i,387 8,106 2,214 2,594 1,298 1,918- - - - - - - -

Tuberculosis, all fogs-------------- 148 89 34 41 * 49 * * * * 

Malignant *eoplasms-------------------- 260 151 * 71 57 93 * 32 49 k 

Benign and unspecified neoplasms------- 227 134 66 48 * 76 32 32 * * 

Asthma-hay fever----------------------- 1,152 626 328 167 130 418 181 126 110 109 
Diabetes------------------------------- 571 329 45 145 139 195 31 64 100 46 
Mental and nervous conditions---------- 1,767 880 334 323 223 729 219 278 233 157 
Hear- conditions----------------------- 3,619 2,018 231 793 994 1,313 136 462 715 288 

Hypertension without heart involvement- 1,369 668 92 262 314 539 44 196 300 161 
Varicose veins------------------------- 535 289 81 105 102 204 48 73 83 42 
Hemorrhoids---------------------------- 243 90 J; 40 * 121 37 39 44 33 

Other conditions of circulatory systam- 758 405 101 106 199 293 71 72 150 61 

Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis------- 621 328 121 114 93 234 76 81 77 5, 

Other conditions of respiratory system- 501 277 56 113 108 188 36 78 74 3i 
Peptic ulcer--------------------------- 550 262 71 126 65 237 67 115 54 5 
Hernia--------------------------------- 556 264 57 98 109 229 32 92 105 61 

Other conditions of digestive system--- 958 474 117 187 169 382 66 150 166 101 

Conditions of genitourinary system----- 1,071 501 191 175 135 449 130 165 154 12. 

Arthritis and rheumatism--------------- 3,481 1,799 201 713 884 1,334 111 477 745 34tl 

Other diseases of muscles, bones, and 
joints-------------------------------- 785 481 207 204 69 238 93 105 40 611 

Visual impairments--------------------- 1,285 665 106 163 396 524 64 118 342 911 
Heaj-i*g impairments-------------------- 461 246 83 61 102 178 37 47 95 311 

Paralysis, complete or partial--------- 923 533 201 154 178 314 102 81 130 71* 
Impairments (except paralysis) of back

0~ spine------------------------------ 1,769 993 466 351 176 614 226 232 156 16:’ 

Impairments (except paralysis and 
absence) of upper extremities and
shoulders----------------------------- 401 222 80 8C 62 148 47 55 45 3: 

Impairments (except paralysis and 
absence) of lower extremities and
hips---------------------------------- 1,325 742 264 241 237 45i 146 135 171 1Z 

- ­

'Sumnations of conditions causing limitation may be greater than the number of persons limited because a person car 
report more than one condition as a cause of his limitation; on the other hand, they may be less because only selectee 
conditions are shown. 
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--------------------------- 

-- 

Tablu 14. Percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity, by selected chronic conditions causing limita­
tion according to residence and age: United States, July 1963-June 1965 

MINI,,w~l~nw~don housoholdinter\,ie\r,l; oftho ci\~ilinn,noninstilutionnlpopulation. The surucy desipn,general qualifications,nnd information onthe reliability oithc e&matea 
alo given in Appendix 1. Definitions oftcrma OTCgiven in Appendix II] 

Outside 
SMSA's Outside SMSA's: nonfarm SMSA 's: 

farm 
Sclwted chronic conditions 

All All '2;" 45-64 65+ All ";;" 45-64 65+ All 
ages ages years years years ages years Years Years ages 

Percent distribution' 

Persons limited in activity-------- LOO. 0 
-

100.0 
-

100.0 
-

100.0 
-

100.0 
-

too.0 100.0 100.0 
-

100.0 
- -

100.0 

Tuhcrculosis, a11 forms -^---------------- 0.7 0.7 0.9 1.0 .'- 0.6 -‘< .> .k ?: 

M;,lQ*ant *eoplasms---------------------- 1.2 1.2 * 1.7 1.3 1.1 * 1.2 1.5 ?< 

Benign and unspecified neoplasms--------- 1.0 1.1 1.7 1.1 Q 0.9 1.4 1.2 Q .> 

Ast,,m;,-hayfever------------------------- 5.1 5.0 8.2 4-a 3.0 5.2 8.2 4.9 3.3 5.7 

Oinb=tcs--------------------------------- 2.5 2.6 1.1 3.5 3.2 2.4 1.4 2.5 3.0 2.4 

Mcntol and nervous conditions------------ 7.8 7.0 8.4 7.7 5.1 9.0 9.9 10.7 7.1 8.2 

16.0 16.1 5.8 18.9 22.7 16.2 6.1 17.8 21.7 15.0 

ILqzwrtcnsion without heart involvement--- 6.1 5.3 2.3 6.2 7.2 6.6 2.0 7.6 9.1 8.4 

“;,ri(yJsc ,rei*s 2.4 2.3 2.0 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.2 2.8 2.5 2.2 

Ncmurrhoids------------------------------ 1.1 0.7 Gc 1.0 .> 1.5 1.7 1.5 1.3 1.7 

ilther conditions of circulatory system--- 3.4 3.2 2.5 2.5 4.5 3.6 3.2 2.8 4.5 3.1 

Chronic sinusitis and bronchitis--------- 2.7 2.6 3.0 2.7 2.1 2.9 3.4 3.1 2.3 3.1 

Other conditions of respiratory system--- 2.2 2.2 1.4 2.7 2.5 2.3 1.6 3.0 2.2 1.9 

peptic ulrer----------------------------- 2.4 2.1 1.8 3.0 1.5 2.9 3.0 4.4 1.6 2.7 

2.5 2.1 1.4 2.3 2.5 2.8 1.4 3.5 3.2 3.3 

Other conditions of digestive system----- 4.2 3.8 2.9 4.5 3.9 4.7 3.0 5.8 5.0 5.4 

Cunditions of genitourinsry system------- 4.7 4.0 4.8 4.2 3.1 5.5 5.9 6.4 4.7 6.3 

Arthritis and rlwumatism----------------- 15.4 14.3 5.1 17.0 20.2 16.5 5.0 18.4 22.6 18.1 

OLhcr discnscs oi muscles, bones, and
-,oLnt.s---------------------------------- 3.5 3.8 5.2 4.9 1.6 2.9 4.2 4.0 1.2 3.4 

5.7 5.3 2.7 3.9 9.0 6.5 2.9 4.5 10.4 5.0 

2.0 2.0 2.1 1.5 2.3 2.2 1.7 1.8 2.9 1.9 

P~ralysfs, complete or psrtial----------- 4.1 4.2 5.1 3.7 4.1 3.9 4.6 3.1 3.9 4.0 

ImpaLrmcnts (except paralysis) of back
"r spine-------------------------------- 7.8 7.9 11.7 8.4 4.0 7.6 10.2 8.9 4.7 8.4 

ImpnLnwnts (cxcrpt paralysis and 
ahswwc) of upper extremities and
hq,,L,L,ldcrs- ---------------_---_---------- 1.8 1.8 2.0 1.9 1.4 1.8 2.1 2.1 1.4 1.7 

Impairments (except paralysis and 
;~bsrncr) of lower extremities and 
hips ___-__----_------------------------- 5.9 5.9 6.6 5.7 5.4 5.6 6.6 5.4 5.2 6.6 

'Pt,rccntages may add to more than 100 because a person can report more than one condition as a cause of his limita­
tion: on the other hand, they may add to less than 100 because only selected conditions are shown. 
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APPENDIX I 


TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 


Background of This Report 

This report is one of a series of statistical reports 
prepared by the National Health Survey. It is based on 
information collected in a continuing nationwide sample 
of households in the Health Interview Survey, a major 
part of the program. 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question­
naire which, in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics, obtains information on illnesses, in-
juries, chronic conditions and impairments, and other 
hcolth topics. As data relating to each of these various 
broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate re-
ports are issued which cover one or more of the specific 
topics. The present report is based primarily on the 
consolidated sample for 104 weeks of interviewingend­
ing June 1965. 

The population covered by the sample for the 
Hculth Interview Survey is the civilian, noninstitutional 
population of the United States living at the time of 
the interview. The sample does not include members 
of the Armed Forces, U.S. nationals living in foreign 
countries, or crews of vessels. 

Statistical Design of the 

Health Interview Survey 

General plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits 
a continuous sampling of the civilian population of 
the* United States. The first stage of this design con­
sists of drawing a sample of 357 from about 1,900 
geographically defined primary sampling units (PSI-i’s) 
into which the United States has been divided. A PSU 
is a county, a group of contiguous counties, or a 
standard metropolitan statistical area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the re­
maining stages can be combined and treated in this 
discussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’s, then, 
uhimatc stage units called segments are defined in 
such a manner that each segment contains an expected 
nine households. A segment consists of a cluster of 

neighboring households or addresses. Two general 
types of segments are used: (1) area segments which 
are defined geographically, and (2) B segments which 
are defined from a list of addresses from the Decennial 
Census and the Survey of Construction. Each week a 
random sample of about 90 segments is drawn. In the 
approximately 800 households in these segments, house-
hold members are interviewed concerning factors re­
lated to health. 

Since the household members interviewed each 
week are a representative sample of the population, 
samples for successive weeks can be combined into 
larger samples. Thus the design permits both continuous 
measurement of characteristics of high incidence or 
prevalence in the population and, through the larger 
consolidated samples, more detailed analysis of less 
common characteristics and smaller categories. The 
continuous collection has administrative and operational 
advantages as well as technical assets, since it per­
mits field work to be handled with an experienced, 
stable staff. 

Sample size and geographic detail.--The national 
sample plan for the 24-month period ending June 1965 
included about 268,000 persons from 84,000 households 
in about 9,400 segments. 

The overall sample was designed in such a fashion 
that tabulations can be provided for each of the major 
geographic regions and for urban and rural sectors of 
the United States. 

Collection of data.- Field operations for the house-
hold survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the National 
Center for Health Statistics. In accordance with these 
specifications the Bureau of the Census selects the 
sample, conducts the field interviewing as an agent 
of the Center, and performs a manual edit and coding 
of the questionnaires. The Health Interview Survey, us­
ing Center electronic computers, carries out further 
editing and tabulates the edited data. 

Estimatmg m&hods.- Each statistic produced by 
the survey-for example, the number of persons with 
activity limitation in a specified period-is the result 
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of two stages of ratio estimation. In the first of these 
the control factor is the ratio of the 1960 decennial 
population count to the 1960 estimated population in the 
National Health Survey’s first-stage sample of PSU’s. 
These factors are applied for some 2.5color-residence 
classes. 

Later, ratios of official Bureau of the Census figures 
for current population to sample-produced estimates 
of the population in about 60 age-sex-color classes 
are computed and serve as second-stage factors for 
ratio estimating. 

The effect of the ratio estimating process is to 
make the sample more closely representative of the 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus 
reducing sampling variance. 

As noted, each week’s sample represents the pop­
ulation living during that week and characteristics of 
that population. Consolidation of samples over a time 
period, say a calendar quarter, produces estimates of 
average characteristics of the U.S. population for that 
calendar quarter. Similarly, population data for a year 
are averages of the four quarterly figures. 

General Quali’fications 

Nonresponse.- Data were adjusted for nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputes to persons in a house-
hold which was not interviewed the characteristics of 
persons in households in the same segment which were 
interviewed. The total noninterview rate was Spercent: 
1 percent was refusal, and the remainder was primarily 
due to the failure to find any eligible household re­
spondent after repeated trials. 

The interview process.-The statistics presented 
in this report are based on replies secured in interviews 
of persons in the sampled households. Each person 19 
years of age and over available at the time of interview 
was interviewed individually. Proxy respondents within 
the household were employed for children and for adults 
not available at the time of the interview, provided the 
respondent was closely related to the person about 
whom information was being obtained. 

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic 
and other information collected in household interviews. 
For diagnostic information, the household respondent 
can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only the infor­
mation the physician has given to the family. For 
conditions not medically attended, diagnostic informa­
tion is often no more than a description of symptoms. 
However, other facts, such as the number of disability 
days caused by the condition, can be obtained more 
accurately from household members than from any 
other source, since only the persons concerned are in 
a position to report this Information. 

Rounding of numbers .-The original tabulations 
on which the data in this report are based show all 
estimates to the nearest whole unit. All consolidations 

were made from the original tabulations using the 
estimates to the nearest-unit. ln the final publmhec 
tables the figures are rounded to the nearest thousand, 
although these are not necessarily accurate to that 
detail. Devised statistics, such as rates and percent 
distributions, are computed after the estimates on 
which these are based have been rounded to the nearest 
thousand. 

Population fiwes. -Some of the published tableE 
Include population figures for specified categories. Ex­
cept for certain overall totals by age and sex, which 
are adjusted to Independent estimates, these figures 
are based on the sample of households in the National 
Health Survey. These are given primarily to provide 
denominators for rate computation and for this purpose 
are more appropriate for use with the accompanying 
measures of health characteristics than other population 
data that may be available. In some instances these 
will permit users to recombine published data into 
classes more suitable to their specific needs. With 
the exception of the overall totals by age and sex 
mentioned above, the population figures differ from 
corresponding figures (which are derived from different 
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of the 
Census. For population data for general use, see the 
official estimates presented in Bureau of the Census 
reports in the P-20, P-25, and P-60 series. 

Reliability of Estimates 

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they 
will differ somewhat from the figures that would 
have been obtained if a complete census had been 
taken using the same schedules and instructions and 
interviewing personnel and procedures, As in any sur­
vey, the results are also subject to measurement 
error. 

The standard error is primarily a measure of 
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might 
occur by chance because only a sample of the pop­
ulation is surveyed. As calculated for this report, 
the standard error also reflects part of the variation 
which arises in the measurement process. It does 
not include estimates of any biases which might lie 
in the data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that 
an estimate from the sample would differ from a com­
plete census by less than the standard error. The 
chances are about 95 out of 100 that the difference would 
be less than twice the standard error and about 99 out 
of 100 that it would be less than 2% times as large, 

The relative standard error of an estimate is ob­
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate by 
the estimate itself and is expressed as a percentage 
of the estimate. Included in this appendix are charts 
from which the relative standard errors can be deter-
mined for estimates shown in this report. In order to 
derive relative errors which would be applicable to a 

, 
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wide variety of health statistics and which could be 
prepared at a moderate cost, a number of approxima­
tions were required. As a result, the charts provide 
an estimate of the approximate relative standard error 
rather than the precise error for any specific aggre­
gate or percentage, 

Three classes of statistics for the health survey 
are identified for purposes of estimating variances. 

NUVVX~ range. -This class consists of (1) statistics 
which estimate a population attribute, e.g., the number 
of persons in a particular income group, and (2) sta­
tistics for which the measure for a single individual for 
the period of reference is usually either 0 or 1, on 
occasion may take on the value 2, and very rarely is 3. 

Medium range.- This class consists of other sta­
tistics for which the measure for a single individual for 
the period of reference will rarely lie outside the range 
0 to 	5. 

Wide range. - This class consists of statistics for 
which the measure for a single individual for the period 
of reference frequently will range from 0 to a number in 
excess of 5, e.g., the number of days of bed disability 
experienced during the year. 

In addition to classifying variables according to 
whether they are narrow-, medium-, or wide-range, 
statistics in the survey are further defined as 

Type A-Statistics on prevalence and incidence 
data for which the period of reference in 
the questionnaire is 12 months. 

T>$e B-Incidence-type statistics for which the 
period of reference in the questionnaire 
is 2 weeks. 

Type C-Statistics for which the reference period 
is 6 months. 

Only the charts on sampling error applicable to 
data contained in this report are presented. 

General rmles for determining Yelative sampling 
@?oYS.-The “guide” onpage 38,together with the fol­
lowing rules, will enable the reader to determine ap­
prosimate relative standard errors from the charts for 
estimates presented in this report. 

Rule 1. 	 Estimates ofagp-egates: Approximaterel­
ative standard errors for estimates of ag­
gregates, such as the number of persons 
with a given characteristic, are obtained 
from appropriate curves on page 39. The 

number of persons in the total U.S. popu­
lation or in an age-sex class of the total 
population is adjusted to official Bureau 
of the Census figures and is not subject 
to sampling error. 

Rule 2. Estimates offiercentages in a percent dis-
Cvibution: Relative standard errors for 

percentages in a percent distribution of a 
total are obtained from appropriate curves 
on page 40. For values which do not fall on 
one of the curves presented in the chart, 
visual interpolation will provide a satis­
factory approximation. 

Rule 3. 	 Estimates of rates where the numerator 
is a subclass of the denominator: (Not re­
quired for statistics presented in this 
report.) 

Rule 4. 	 Estimatesofrates where the numeratoor is 
not a subclass of the denominator: This 
rule applies where a unit of the numera­
tor often occurs more than once for any 
one unit in the denominator. For example, 
in the computation of the number of chronic 
conditions per person, it is possible that 
a person in the denominator could have 
sustained more than one of the conditions 
included in the numerator. Approximate 
relative standard errors for rates of this 
kind may be computed as follows: 
(4 Where the denominator is the total 

U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex 
groups of the total population, the 
relative error of the rate is equiva­
lent to the relative error of the nu­
merator which can be obtaineddirect­
ly from the appropriate chart. 

lb) 	In other cases, obtain the relative 
standard error of the numerator and 
of the denominator from the appro­
priate curve. Square each of these 
relative errors, add the resulting 
values, and extract the square root of 
the sum. This procedure will result in 
an upper bound and often will overstate 
the error. 
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Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts 

The code shown below identifies the appropriate (1) A= aggregate, P= percentage; (2) the number of 
curve to be used in estimating the relative standard calendar quarters of data collection; (3) the type of 
error of the statistic described. The four components the statistic; and (4) the range of the statistic as dc­
of each code describe the statistic as follows: scribed on page 37. 

Statistic 

Number of: 
Persons in the U.S. population or in any age-sex 

category thereof-----------------------------------

Persons with limitation of activity, by
characteristic-------------------------------------

Persons in any other population group---------------

Chronic conditions, by type-------------------------

Percentage distribution of: 
Persons with limitation of activity, by

characteristic-------------------------------------

Chronic conditions, by type-------------------------

Use: 

-7zFpTL 

Not subject to sampling error 

1 A8AN 

1 A8AN 

1 A8AN 

2 PBAN-M 

2 P8AN-M 

39 

39 

39 

40 

40 

39 

3’:: 

Number of chronic conditions per person in the U.S. 
population or any age-sex group thereof-------------- 4(a) A8AM 

Number of chronic conditionsper person in any other Numer.: A8AM 
population group------------------------------------- 4(b) Denom.: A8AN 

J-
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Relative standard errors for aggregates based on eight quarters of data collection 
for data of all types and ranges 

L Code: ABBW - Type B data, Wide range variable 

*9 A8BM - Type B da&Medium range variable
." ABBN - Type B data, Narrow range variable
J 

.6 AIAW - Type A data, Widerange variable 


ABAM - Type A data, Medium range variable.6 AEAN - Type A da&Narrow range variable 

ioo 1,000 10,000 
Size of estimate (in thousands) 

Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 5,000,OOO (on scale at bottom of chart) for a
Narrow range .type A statistic (code: A&U) has a relative standard error of 1.9 percent,
read from scale at left side of chart, or a standard error of 95,000 (1.9 percent of
5,000,000). For a. Wide range type B statistic (code: A8BW),

of 
an aggregate 

(9.3 percent of
of 10,000,000

has a relative error of 9.3 percent or a standard error 930,000 
10,000,000). 
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Relative standard errors for percentages based on eight quarters of data collection 
for type A data, Narrow and Medim range 

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions) 

I III IllI 

Code: PSAN-M 
Type 4 data -I ; 
Narrow and medium /t-t-l : 

Estimated percentage 

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on 
an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 2.8 percent (readfrom the scare 
at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 in­
tersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points :.s 
equal to 20 percent X 2.8 percent or 0.56 percentage points. 
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APPENDIX II 


DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Demographic Terms 

Age. -The age recorded for each person is the age 
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and 
grouped in a variety of distributions depending upon the 
purpose of the table. 

Family income.- Each member of a family is 
classified according to the total income of the family of 
which he is a member. Within the household all persons 
related to each other by blood, marriage, or adoption 
constitute a family. Unrelated individuals are classified 
according to their own income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income 
received by members of the family (or by an unrelated 
individual) in the 12-month period preceding the week 
of interview, Income from all sources is included, e.g., 
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, and 
help from relatives. 

Living arrangements. -Living arrangement defines 
the individual’s relationship to other persons within 
the same household. The three categories of living 
arrangements shown in this report are as follows: 

1, 	 Living alone OYwith nonrelatives. -Living alone 
is defined as .persons living in one-member 
households. Living with nonrelatives is defined 
as persons living in a household with another 
person or persons, none of whom are relatedto 
him by blood, marriage, or adoption. 

2. 	 Livingwitlzrelatives-married.-This category 
includes married persons who are living in a 
household with another person or person%, of 
whom one or more are related to him by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Persons with common-
law marriages are considered to be married. 
For purposes of this category “married” ex­
cludes widowed, divorced, or separated. Per-
sons whose only marriage was annulled are 

counted as “never married.” 

3, 	Living with relatives-other.-This category 
includes persons who are widowed, divorced, 
separated, or never married who are living in 

a household with another person or persons, of 
whom one or more are related to him by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Persons whose only 
marriage was annulled are counted as “never 
married.” “Separated” refers to married per-
sons who have a legal separation or who have 
parted because of marital discord. 

Region. - For the purpose of classifying the pop­
ulation by geographic area, the States are grouped into 
four regions. These regions, which correspond to those 
used by the Bureau of the Census, are as follows: 

Region States Included 

Northeast----------	 Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

North Central 	 Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas 

South--------------	 Delaware, Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia,West Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Texas 

West--------------Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Alaska, Washington, 
Oregon, California, Hawaii 

Residence.-The place of residence of a member 
of the civilian, noninstitutional population is classi­
fied as inside a standard metropolitan statistical area 
(SMSA) or outside an SMSA, according to farm or 
nonfarm residence. 

Standard metropolitan statistical area&--The def­
initions and titles of SMSA’s are established by the 
U.S. Bureau of the Budget with the advice of the 
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Federal Committee on Standard Metropolitan Statis­
tical Areas. There were 212 SMSA’s, as defined for 
the 1960 Decennial Census, for which data may be pro­
vided for places of residence in the Health Interview 
Survey. 

The definition of an individual SMSA involves 
two considerations: first, a city or cities of specified 
population which constitute the central city and iden­
tify the county in which it is located as the central 
county; and, second, economic and social relationships 
with contiguous counties (except in New England) which 
are metropolitan in character, so that the periphery 
of the specific metropolitan area may be determined. 
SMSA’s are not limited by State boundaries. 

Fawn and nonfarm residence.-The population 
residing outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the farm 
population, which comprises all non-SMSA residents 
living on farms, and the nonfarm population, which 
comprises the remaining non-SMSA population. The 
farm population includes persons living on places 
of 10 acres or more from which sales of farm prod­
ucts amounted to $50 or more during the previous 
12 months or on places of less than 10 acres from 
which sales of farm products amounted to $250 or 
more during the preceding 12 months. All other per-
sons living in non-SMSA territory were classified 
as nonfarm, including those whose household paid rent 
for the house but their rent did not include any land 
used for farming. 

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts 
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits, nuts, 
livestock and livestock products (milk, wool, etc.), 
poultry and poultry products, and nursery and forest 
products produced on the place and sold at any time 
during the preceding 12 months. 

Terms Relating to Chronic Conditions 

Condition.-A morbidity condition, or simply a 
condition, is any entry on the questionnaire which de-
scribes a departure from a state of physical or mental 
well-being. It results from a positive response to one 
of a series of “illness-recall” questions. In the coding 
and tabulating process, conditions are selected or clas­
sified according to a number of different criteria, such 
as, whether they were medically attended; whether they 
resulted in disability; whether they were acute or chron­
ic; or according to the type of disease, injury, impair­
ment, or symptom reported. For the purposes of each 
published report or set of tables, only those conditions 
recorded on the questionnaire which satisfy certain 
stated criteria are included. 

Conditions, except impairments, are coded by type 
according to the International Classification of Diseases 
with certain modifications adopted to make the code 
more suitable for a household-interview-type survey. 

Chronic condition.-A condition is considered to be 
chronic if (1) it is described by the respondent in terms 
of one of the chronic diseases on the “Check List of 
Chronic Conditions” or in terms of one of the types of 
impairments on the “Check List of Impairments,” or 
(2) the condition is described by the respondent as 
having been first noticed more than 3 months be-
fore the week of the interview. 

Impairment.- Impairments are chronic or per­
manent defects, resulting from disease, injury, or con-
genital malformation. They represent decrease or loss 
of ability to perform various functions, particularly 
those of the musculoskeletal system and the sense 
organs. All impairments are classified by means of a 
special supplementary code for impairments. Hence, 
code numbers for impairments in the International 
Classification of Diseases are not used. In the Supple­
mentary Code impairments are grouped according to 
the type of functional impairment and etiology. The 
impairment classification is shown in Health Statistics 
from the National Health Survey, Series B, No. 35. 

Persons with chronic conditions.-The estimated 
number of persons with chronic conditions is based on 
the number of persons who at the time of the interview 
were reported to have one or more chronic conditions. 

wewllence of conditions.-In general, prevalence 
of conditions is the estimated number of conditions of 
a specified type existing at a specified time or the av­
erage number existing during a specified interval of 
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time. The prevalence of chronic conditions is defined 
as the number of chronic cases reported to be present 
or assumed to be present at the time of the interview; 
those assumed to be present at the time of the inter-
view are cases described by the respondent in terms 
of one of the chronic diseases on the “Check List of 
Chronic Conditions” and reported to have been present 
at some time during the 12-month period prior to the 
interview. 

Terms Relating to Disability 

Chronic activity limitation.-Persons with chronic 
conditions are classified into four categories according 
to the extent to which their activities are limited at 
present as a result of these conditions. Since the usual 
activities of preschool children, school-age children, 
housewives, and workers and other persons differ, a 
different set of criteria is used for each group. There 
is a general similarity between them, however, as will 
be seen in the descriptions of the four categories below: 

1. 	 Persons unable to carvy on major activity for 
their group (major activity refers to ability to 
work, keep house, or go to school) 

Preschool children: 	 inability to take part in 
ordinary play with other 
children. 

School-age children: inability to go to school. 

Housewives: 	 inability to do any house-
work. 

Workers and all 
other persons: inability to work at a job 

or business. 

2. 	 Persons limited in the amount OY kind of major 
activity performed (major activity refers to 
ability to work, keep house, or go to school) 

Preschool children: 	 l imited in the amount or 
kind of play with other 
children, e.g., need spe­
cial rest periods, cannot 
play strenuous games, 
cannot play for long pe­
riods at a time. 

School-age children: 	 l imited to certain types 
of schools or in school at-

00 o­

tendance, e.g., need spe­
cial schools or special 
teaching, cannot go to 
school full t ime or for 
long periods at a time. 

Housewives: 	 l imited in amount or kind 
of housework, i.e., cannot 
lift children, wash or iron, 
or do housework for long 
periods at a time. 

Workers and all 
other persons: 	 l imited in amount or kind 

of work, e.g., need special 
working aids or special 
rest periods at work, can-
not work full t ime or for 
long periods at a time, 
cannot do strenuous work. 

3. 	 Persons not limited in majoy activity but other-
wise limited (major activity refers to ability to 
work, keep house, or go to school) 

Preschool children: 	 not classified in this cate­
gory. 

School-age children: 	 not limited in going to 
school but limited in par­
ticipation in athletics or 
other extracurricular ac­
tivities. 

Housewives: 	 not limited in housework 
but limited in other ac­
tivities, such as church, 
clubs, hobbies, civic proj­
ects, or shopping. 

Workers and all 
other persons: not limited in regular 

work activities but limit­
ed in other activities, 
such as church, clubs, 
hobbies, civic projects, 
sports, or games. 

4. 	 Persons not limited in activities 
Includes persons with chronic conditions whose 
activities are not limited in any of theways de-
scribed above. 
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APPENDIX III. QUESTIONNAIRE 
The items below show the exact content nnd wording of the basic questionnaire used in the nationwide household survey of the [I.S. Nnl.ionnl 

tlcalth Survey. The actual questionnaire is designed for P. household as a unit and includes additional spaces for reports on more than one person, 
condition, accident, or hospitalization. Such repetitive spaces ace omitted in this illustration. 

CDNP,DENT,*L - The N.“.m.l Hedrh swcv ir .uthdrcd by Public L.w 652 of the 8kh C0na.e.. (70 SW 489; 42 “S.C. 24*4. A” inform*&” B”“QBT BUREAUNO. 6*.Rb10.10which wovld permil iden”,*c*tio~ of Ihe ir,di”id”d vi,, be held *trist,y coohdenti.1, xi” be “red o.,y by per*or,, c”l’.& in .“d lor Ihe pl”W,Cs APPROYA‘ EXPIRES ,“LY 13. 196,of the suwey. ,nd “,I, “or bc dircloscd or cclc.sed ID others for .“Y other P”IPOICI (22 FR 1687L 
~p~,H5.“15.1 (PY.65) R..l‘.d U.S. DEPARTMEHT OF COMMERCE I

mU”E*” 0, THE CEN,“,
AETINO AI COLLESTINC ACENT FOR THE 11.Querrionnsire 

U.S. PUQLlC HEALTH SERVICE 

NATION~,SLC*tlYEEAARLT9~~SURVEY 
2. 	 a Addrerr or dercriptio” of Iocario” 3. Ide”.

Addcc.r code 

cw sute E 
c. Nme of rpecial dwelli” plwe ’ Code 

I I I 

Ask kerns 9 and 10 ONLY if “HunI” box is muked 11. Type of living queers fCh*ck 0”. box) 

1 0 Rum1 I l--J Al1 *the. cik,.mto 11.m II, 0 Housing Unit 0 Orher unit 

9. 	Do )Iou own or r.nt this pl.c.7 
0 OW” 0 Rent 0 Rent free 12. Ar. there any occupied or YDCD”, livlnp quwt.r~ BESIDES YOUR OWN .­

<AaL IO.’ IAh ,*a’ m.* *oaJ . - in th. basement? . . . . . l-J Ye--S- L-,-J No 
10. 	 a. [IOm oc Rent free3-Doer this place h”ve 10 or moie owe*? - -on thi. floor? . . . . . . , 0 Yes--S- L -ON* 

- -on any other floor 
b. 	 CRe”tI]--Does the plot. you r.“, ha”. 10 or mar. ocr.~? of this buildin.7 . . . . . 0 Yes--S-

x 
L -

NOT 
(--J No 

(Fill Table for each w*rters l**led’ 
0 Yes 

7 
ON* 7 	 ALL se menrs (ask if itern 2 a identifier entire floor or vnnumbercd pur of floor in a 

MULTI-&NIT rrrucrue). 

/ 
13. 	*r* there a”)r occupied or “aso”, livl.,, qu=rt.rs BESIDES YOUR OWN -

If item 2 t identifies entire floor 
- - on thl, floor? 

During th. part 12 month. did d. During the PO., 12 months If iccm 2 a idenrifier pact of floor, rpecify pur 0 Yes--S-L -ON0 
s&s of crops, liroeock, end did .“I.s of crop,, live 

oth., form product, from th. stock, and o,h.r fwm - - in th.--of this ‘loo,‘, 

p1.s. m”ou”t 10 $50 or mar*, 


OrnO”“, 10 $250 or mow, 14. II there any oth., bu+di”g on thi? ‘woperty for p.opl. 10 ii.. in - .,th.r occup,.d or v.co”,, 
i--JYe.--S-L- ON* 

30 Yes 5l-JNo 
(Fill Table X for each quadera NOT Ilalsd) 

Telephone No. 
IS. Who, 1s th. t.l.phe”. “ucnb., h.re? 

_,D C01”m” numbers _. _, _. 0 None (Le.“= “Thank You” letrer &i depart)
(Fill Diabetes Supplement
for I%CH .“Eh person) 

16. RECORD OF CALL5 AT HOUSEHOLD 
kern I 1 Corn. 2 1 corn. 1 3 1 cum. ) 4 ) CO”. 1 5 CO”l 

Date
E”!tirc household ----_-__ 

Tim. 

17. REASON FOR NONINTERVIEW 
TYPE+ A ! B I C I z 

0 Ref”sdfD..aib. In smmu.., 0 VlClnC - nmre.aon.l 0 Demolished Interview not ohrained foe 
0 f;ne at home - repeated 0 V*c.nc - rc*sond 0 In sample by misr.ke 

0 “all residence elrcwhew 0 Eliminared in wb-sample co**. 
lemon -	 0 Temporarily absent 0 &cd Foccer 0 Built Aer April 1, 1960 because: 

0 Orhe. 69p.c,*y, 0 Other (sp.sr,r, 0 Ocher wp.suy) 

01 Cl2 03 04 05 06 07 08 

FOROB5ERVEDHOlJSEHOLO 

I 
rAI3I.E X - LIVING QUARTERS DETERMINATIONS AT LlSTED ADDRESS 

Are rh.r. 
m..cuy lea.- USE OR CHARACTERISTICS CLA?SIFICATION IF H” IN B SEGMENT ASK: 
tlon’ quor*.rs OCCUPIED ALL QUARTERS Not * I” what y.or (If before July 1960) 

* for more than LOCATION Do th. occu- Do th.,. lsp.cflr ~oc.t‘oo) ;;Ftw:““’ w.,. th... What WLI, th. “sm.:: QYCI- 0”. grovp OF UNIT pant. of quort.rs how: (Add Fill @P*=“~ loc”‘on’ of th. h.u‘.hold$ rmn- of p.opl.7 th...ep.cuy D, 1.0 ecc.ss A kltch.” o, occy- re*ar~‘e .‘Z% h.od of th...
E ftyz Ye* No ;:f:‘;;;;q&‘; ;,;e $. out- cooking P.n,, q”~rrlo”- “0lt.l. on April 1, 

l quipmmt (0 thh pure +“d ~If19.59 or 1960, 99607 Remarks 
rl 0”. B...rn.nt,
.I No. 	 OWI V3X.S?p,..: .a( with any throuph a ’ for l xcIu,lv. w.*- ‘“c=rv’=w .r.o .p.sr,r “F” 

,I”. 2nd *bar, other ,,roup common h.ll? us.7 Iion- I, 1,r.t h.,, OI 
1% of p.opl.7 n.,,., ‘Z” WI..1 h.M.) 
drO”P, Ye* No Yes No Yes NO HI’ p;

II) (2) (3d (3b) (4) (54 f5b) (6d (6b) (74 (7b) (3) (9s) (9b) (10) (11) (12, 

1 
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IIS What is th. nom. of th. hood of this haavahold? (Enter a~e in fi,sc column) 
b. What a,. th. oamas of all ethi, &,‘a. who Ilv. h.,.? (List .U persons wba live be,.) 
C. I hav. 1lat.d (Rend naz+. Is th.,. qlyon. .Is..stoylng .hw. now, such a. friends, ,.lotlv.s, o, mom.,s? 0 Yes* 0 No 
d. 	 Hovr I mIssad onyanawbo USUALLY l1v.s h.,. bat is naw away from horn.?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 Yes* _--_--------___ 
. . Da ay of th. p.opl. In this houqahold hov. a ham. myrh.,. *Is.? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 Yen. g: First name 
If .ny mdutr mdcn ll.red, uk: *&ply household mcmburbip rvlcr 
f. 	 A,. any of th. p.,sans In this household now on full-time active duty with th. Anmod Forces of the 

Un1t.d Statrs? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 Yes mar.*e, 0 No 

Iinter nlmtionship ,a bend: for exnmplt, wife, d.ugbrer, Srsndsan. marherin-law, panoe,, raam.,, ,oam~,‘s wife, etc. HEAD 

H.w .Id w.,. you on you, lost birthday? (Nao, check Race and Sex for each person) *’ 

If 17 ye.,. old 01 eve,, ask: (If you lean that persons uader 17 are o, hare been 
An you now marrlod, widow.d, d1vars.d. saporotad, a, nav., morrl.d? married (other than annulled) check rbe “&de, 17 yrs.” 
(Ch.& me box far each per.on) box but give marital status in a foamate.) 

Fo,r 41. persons 17 gcnrs old a, avc,, ask: 0 Und 17 yro. 
(I. Dld you work at any tlnu last w-ok a, th. w..k before? (For females add) - not covntlng work araund th. hour.? 0. OYes-----------oND
If “No ” ..k BOTH Q. Sb sad 5~: 

---__------____ 0 c-J.3b. Er& thaagh you did not work during th. po$ 2 w..ks, da you have a lab a, bvrlnoss? b 0 Yes 
C. W.,. you looking for wo,k w oo layoff fmm a lob? C. DYer 
if 	 “?‘&’ to Q. 5c, ask: ----___------__ III No 

. c - looking for work a, an layoff (mm a lob? d. 0 Looking 0 ~ayoft ,y ~0th 
If male 45 YCU~ old a, ovc, and aU”No’a.” ask: ----_-------___ 

. . Ar. yoo~ratlrad? 4. [7Y.s ITNo 


say:If relnted 
P 

e,saab 19 years old a, over .,e Listed in addition to the respondent, 
Is yo,,,--, your --, .,~.,a, ho,,,. now7 0 At home 0 Undc, 19 yea,W. w.uld Ik. to ha”. 011 adults who a,. at ham. tok. port In th. tn,.,v,.w. (lntewiew 0 Nor at homeII If other eli&ible respondents a,~ st home, ask: 

Wauld you PI.... ask --, --, .tc., to ,a,” us? 
for self) 

Thlm .“,“.y ~a”.,. oil klnde of 1lln.ss.s. Th.1. first qu.,tlans ref., to LAST WEEK AND THE WEEK BEFORE, ,bo, tr, ,h. p.,tod 0 Yes 0 ON-
aut1ln.d lo nd oo this col.ndo,. (Hmd calenda.) 
a. W.,. you slsk at any tlm. LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE - (th. 2 w.iks shown on that colondo,)? 
b. What ;a. th. matt.;? I 
c. Did you hov. anything *Is. d&log that p.,iod?___--------------------------------------------------------------------------
(I. LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did you tak. any msdlcin. a, treetmont for any conditian (bssldol . . . which you told m. about)? 0 yes ON0b. For what condition? 
C. Did you tot. any m.dlcin. for cmy other condltlon?.------------------------------------~---------------------------------------
., LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did you hov. any occident. a, Inlu,l.s? IJ Yes 0 NO
b. What w.,. th.y?
C. Did you hav. any oth., assld.ntr a, ln/u,l.s during that 2 w..k p.,lod?--------__-------------------------------------------------------------------
a. Dld au EVER hav. a,, (any oth.,) accid.nt a, in,,, that still bothers you a, ofhctr you in any way? 0 Yes 0 No
b. In w z at way do.. I, bath., you? (Record present cf7 CCC.) 

Now I om galng to r.ad a Ilst of conditions. 0 Yes 0 ON0 
Pl.oa. 1.11 m. If yav, you, --, .tc., have had my of thos. condltians DURING THE PAST 12 MONTHS7 

(Read Cud A, candirion by candition; retard in his column any conditions mentioned for Ih. pe,saon) 

.----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Do you, you, - -, .tc,, hov. o,ny of THESE conditions? 0 Ycr ONa 

(Rend Card B. condition by candicion; record in his column any mndicians menrioncd far the person) 

a. Do you hov. any oth., allmmts, conditions, a, pmbl.ms with you, h.alth? 
b. What Is Lo condltl.n? (Record condition itself if still present; orherwioe record present effects.) 

0 Yes 0 No 
C. Any oth., p,.bl.m. with yau, h.olth? 

4. 	 o. Con you . . . w.ll .noogh to ,.ad otdlnary n.wspap., print with gloss..? 
If “Ye.” to . .sk: 
b. Con you . . . w.ll moagh ta ,.c.gnlr. a f,l.nd walking on th. oth., ‘id. of th. ,t,..t? 
If “No” ta b l .k: 
C. How much( tmubl. would yao s.y that you ho”. lo s..lng o g,.at d.ol, ram., a, hardly any at all? 

UTERVIEWER: Examine ages in question 3 for children ane year old a, under, then check the appropriate box in question IS a. 

4 I i 
Now I hava sama qa.stlons about porchosas of m.dicln.. First, I wan+ to osk you aboai m.disin.s p,.rc,ib.d by o docta, - -

a. LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did anyona in I. family buy a, obtain any kind of m.dtcio. pnsc,tb.d by a dostaR 

SUY’” ONo WataQ. 17, 
If “Yc# I ” ask. . 
b. 	What 1s th. nom. of th. m.dlclna? (Eater namc of medicine in column (a) of Table P. If name is uaknown, entc, “DK” in column (a) and 

l k: What condition is It far? Then enter the condition in column (b).) . 

c. LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did anyan. bay a, obtain any OTHER madicln. pnrcribd by a doctor? 

0 Yes IR.-..k 0. 1624 j-J No /XV,, romatnln~ columna 01 Tabto P for each madfslno ro,mrtsdJ 



‘
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‘Table I - ILLNESSES, IMPAIRMENTS, AND INJURIEj 
Cal. Ques- Did If condition is on Card C, enter CAUSE KIND PARTOP BODY : ;.TTWEEK Did you 

No. rim Y-U = ondition without askin 

of pqo. .“., columns (d-1) through ( t 4) and 

If the entry in co]. (d-1) is For any entry ip col. (d-l) 01 A& only for: ho*. 10 


0 to columna (e)-(f). c$?2) that Include* the INPAIRNENTS. *‘CURRENT” 
EFFECTS 

WEEK cut down 
P-- *T 5 --------_ --_-_ An IM’AlRMENT 

INJURIES, Md PRESENT BEPORE (0.0‘ 
son *NY For aI1 other illnesses md 

iy;* Tumor And fox 
OF “OLD” IN,“RlES didyour. . much as ( 

THE present effects of “old” “Condition” *bsce * I.‘l...*tion COYS. you day?

,ajk Injuries - or Cyst “Diaesae” Ache (excpt NNd‘i. (0 aIt 

10 a - If docta talked to, .sk: “Trouble*’ he.d.che) wcuciti* down M th. 
.doctor Who? did th. docwor say It was - zx:” 

fg%t Y2: thinps you 
obaut did he give it a m.dical nom.? a SYMPTOM .%rcnes* usudlr do7 
Y-Jr - If doctor NOT talked to, record ask: Cu.cer Tllnor 
. , .7 ori id entry and sat (d-2) - What kind of. , . i. It7 cm Ulcer 

(d-f) es required. Gmarh .e.k 
or 

*For an ALLERGY or Henomb*p Wc*“eS. 
Far alI injuries which ha ened 

;;mzsfkym Question 9 or STROKE, ask: .hfecrion 
LAST WEEK OR THE W&!K 	 What part of th. body I. aff.sc.d7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (Ch.YrMJ (C)l.SLM,BEFORE, ask: k.or do., th. .II..gy Shor dcteil for:
%ol psxtrf ,h. body “,a. hurt7 Wh,,, va, ,hecouse -f. . .7 (.t,.,k.) dffec? you? Ear or .I. - tone DI both) 
“Wmt kind of in/ur), ws it? 

(If “Cause” is *n injury 
H.ad-(skull. sc.lp. face) NO Yes NO Yes 

2 (For injuries or accidenta which =“rec “Accident” o1 ’ Bask -tupper. middle. LoreJ 
Iorer. 

IO0 +mo 
M 

-

I hap ened before rhc past 2 “Injury” and fill Table A.) 
An . (rho,,ldR. uwer. elbr, r,, 

00,.wi*t, hand; one or barb, 
: “cc P s, enter the present effects.: L.g -(hip. upper. knee, Iore,. .nkle. nd d

.J root; one or both) 
(a) Lb) (cl (+I) (d-2) (d-3) (d-4) (*I (0 (8) lh: 

OYes 
1 I I 

6 ON0 

OYes i x I 

7 
ON0 

0 Yes I I I 
s 

ON0 

USE YOUR CALENDAR For what condition did you .n,.r ,h. 
You sold that you w... In tb. New mmy 1 Complete from cnrricsincola.(c) and (d); hospital - - d. IW know *. ..dic.l no,,,, 

howltal (enc.. twit., .,a) during nights w... or. if not clear ask the questions. 

,h. past y.a, 
Mow mnay of Now mwy of I.,. you 

(If medical name not known. eater 
When did you .,a,., th. horpitol 

hO*pit.l? 
th.,. - - ph... - - .tlll In th. 

respondent’s description.) 
(th. last tin.)7 	 (ff exact 

“lmlbet no, nigh*. r.,. night. w..e hospil~l (Entry must show CAUSE. KIND, AND 
m”termonL, *y and year; i‘ ~“own,Nx*p, in m. F-1 last r..k last Sundo), PART OF BODY in same derail 86 

: .i 

exact da,* 
satimsrs.) 

not knolm. obtain beef **firnate.) 12 monLs7 or m. w.wk 
b&n7 

nlohr7 required in Table I) 

w-b-r> :: rl (4 (b) (c) fd) (4 (I) (8) (b) 

Fill ose line of :l 0 Yes 
Table I, for each 1 
hoapiral stay ~A Month- bw - Ni.hIS ’ Xisbt* Ni.bt. ONa 
reported. If no “, 
hospitxlirarions 
reported. check ’ 2 

0 Yes 

the “None” box. : Nonrh- DRY Ycnl tiigbt. ___ Ni#ht* Nilrht. ON0 

I_ 0 Ye* 
3 

ONcm : Monrh r 7 N&r* Ni.ht. T ON0 

TabI. A - ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES 

Line No. 1. Wh.n dld th. accld.nt h.ppn7 2. At the time of the ossid.nt, rho, part of the body was hurt? Who? kind of injury -0s I17 Anything else7from 
Table I 

YeIlC Put(s) of body Kind of i+xy (iajuriea) 

I 1 

Accident (If 1963, 1964, or 1965 also 
happened cl enter month): 
last week Month 

EfZk 
fG0 10 9. ,, 

3. 0. Was 0 sob truck, bus or other motor vablcl. Inrolv.d in 6. accsld.m In O”I rq? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I-J Yes 0 No (a00 to 0. ,, 

h. Was mm thm one motor r&l& lnrolvad’l . . . L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I-J YCS (t.fac rbm one) 0 No 

~.W~*Itt*i~or~n~~lnorlngat~~tfm*7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._............ OYes 0 No 

4. a Wh... dld tb. aecidmt hoppm - ot horn. 0. sem. oil,., pl.e.7 

1 u At home (inside house) 2 OrAt home (adjacent premises) 0 some other place 

If “Some other plnce,” wzk: 

b. What kind of plot. wa. I,, 

3 0 Street aad highway (includes rondray) 6 0 Schwl (includes school pcmiaes) 

4 [3 Fmrm 7 0 Place of rcctestion and spans, except at school 

5 0 Industrial place (includes premises) II 0 Ocher fsp.s,f, th. p,.s. rh.;. .ccld.nt h.,.p.n.d, 

L Wmre you 01 rock at your iob or business *hen the occident hoppened7 

10 Yes ‘0 No 3 0 While in Armed Services 4 0 Under 17 at rime of accident 

INTERVIEWER: Return to Table I nnd complete tbc rest of this Line. 



ili

--- ------- 

low Durlnp If col. Cm) To ABOUT If 1 or If “Yes ” 
Ark after complcri ng  ccmd each 
PWSC. “. 

mny th., two 
lay. w..k 
lid pwlod, 
‘0” how man, HOW 
Ia”. to day. did your... l”Cl”y 
:ut 
lom 

your... 
k..p you 

keap you days dld 
from ~YWI.. . 

ths’p..; if ~01. 
12 months (m) is 

has 
your . . . 

checked 
“None:’ 

during the 
past 12 

curd, bscwsa of Card I. because 
Card - - an7 of the ,“h,& of any of 

able I - ILLNE SES, IMPAIRMENTS, AND INJURIES - Continued last tar o” 

l”dWJ In b.d oil school :4 kept you ask: months (Show Card conditions Dn* of the cond­
hat or me.1 D dwfng in bed Were my hove you E, F, G, 01 you hws those Ittons you 
wo th. day? that two condi- all or of those seen o, H .- aPP=- told me I,~,~~ told me 
r..k .w..k tion is most of - - do,.. ,.lk.d to 0 pnate) about? about? 
,.rlod? prlod? on car d the da,.? during doctor Then tell If q,Yes . . men?* , fits r~” If “Ye.,” 

A or ir I.., ws.k about id which ask: 
an im- or the yo”r rtatmnont Which? 

best, in ask: 
terms of Which?

pair- weok . . .? fits you (Enrcr X on health. (Enter X o 
thm week befor, “IeM; before? best, in line for line for 

other- IfYe.,” ternIs of each each 
wise. ask: hs.lth. condirion condirion 

- ..- -.:: 
W... ay op.ra,lc.ns p.,form.d on you durlnp After complecini 
thts stay ot th. ho.pital? Table If far all 

persons. carry 
If “Yes,” ask: 	 each condition 

in cd. (h) or 
a. What VIII. the nom. of tha opw.tion? cd. (i) back to 
b. 	 Any oth.r opwtlons? Table 1 if it 

does not alread 

(I) 
0 Ye, 0 No 

~~~~s;;.a-----------------------------------------------~ 
I City and Stare 

I-J Ye. 0 No Name of kospitd 
i~~~~~----------------------- -__--- ____ ----I 

; city end sate 

0 Ye. 0 N” 	 Name of hoaim
S;;,1----------------------rr-----;--------------------

, my andIatc 
3 

47 



:urd A 

Check List of Chronic Conditions 

:.rd E 

ior: 

Yorkers and other persons except 
lousewives and Children 

L. Nor able to work at alL 

2. 	 Able to work but limited in amount 
of work or kind of work. 

3. 	 Able 50 work but limited in kind or amoun 
of other activities. 

1. Not limited in any of the above ways. 

Card F 

For: Housewife 

1. Not able to keep house at all. 

2. 	 Able to keep house but limited in amount 
ot kind of housework. 

3. 	 Able to keep house but limited in kind ot 
amount of other activities. 

4. Not limited in an? of the above ways. 

ard G 

OK 

,hildren from 6 through 16 years old 

. Not able to go to school at all. 

. Able to go to school but limited to certain 
types of schools or in school attendance 

. Able to go to school but limited in other 
activities. 

. Not limited in any of the above ways. 

:ard H 

:or: Children under 6 yeerr old 

. Nor able to take putt at all in ordinary 
play with other children. 

I. 	 Able to play with other children but 
limited in amount ot kind of play. 

. Not  l imited in any of the above ways. 

:.rd I 

:or: Mobility 

1. 	 Must stay in bed all or most of the 
.rime. 

2. 	 Must stay in the house all ot most of 
the time. 

3. 	 Need the help of another person in 
getting amund inside ot outside the 
house. 

1. 	 Need rhe help of some special aid, 
such as a cane or wheelchair, in 
getting around iwide or outside the 
house. 

5. Not limited in any of the above ways. 

Card K 

For: Total combined family income 
during past 12 months 

Group A. Under $500 (Including lose) 

Group B. $500 - $999 

Group C. $1,000 - $1,999 

Group D. $2,000 - $2,999 

Group E. $3,000 - $3,999 

Group F. $4,000 - $4,999 

Gmup G. $5,000 - f6,W9 

Group Ii. t7,WO - 19,999 

Gmup I. $10,000 - $14,999 

Group J. $ lS,OW and ovet 

1. Asthma 
2. Tuberculosis 
3. Chronic bronchitis 
4. Repeated artacks of sinus trouble 
5. Rheumatic fever 
G. Hardening of the aneries 
7. High blood pressure 
B. Heart trouble 
9. Stroke 
0. Trouble with varicose veins 
1. Hemorrhoids ot piles 
2. Hay fever 
3. Tumor, cyst or growth 
4. Chronic gallbladder ot liver trouble 
5. Stomach ulcer 

brd B 

16. 	 Any other chronic stomach 
rrouble 

17. 	 Kidney stones ot chronic 
kidney trouble 

18. Mental illness 
19. Atthritis or rheumatism 
20. Diabetes 
21. Thyroid trouble ot goiter 
22. Any allergy 
23. Epilepsy 
24. Chronic netvous trouble 
25. C*“Cet 
26. Chronic skin trouble 
27. Hernia ot rupture 
28. Prostate tmuble 

Chack List of Selected Impaimwnts 

1. Deafness ot serious trouble heating with one oi both ears 

2. Serious uouble seeing with one orbotheyese’fen when wearingglasses 

3. Cleft palate 

4. Any speech defect 

5. Missing fingers, hand, ot arm - toes, foot, or leg 

6. Palsy 

7. Patalysis of any kind 

8. Repented tmuble with back ot spine 

9. Clubfoot 

0. Petmancnt stiffness ot any deformity of the foot, leg, fingers, atm,orbacL 

1. Auy condition present since bit& 



Series 1. 

Series 2. 

Series 3. 

Series 4. 

Series 10. 

Series 11. 

Series 12. 

Series 13. 

Series 14. 

Series 20. 

Se vies 21. 

Series 22. 

OUTLINE OF REPORT SERIES FOR VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS 

Public Health Service Publication No. 1000 

P?,ogvams and collection pvoceduves.- Reports which describe the general programs of the National 
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, 
and other material necessary for understanding the data. 

Data evaluation and methods research. -Studies of new statistical methodology including: experi­
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical 
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory. 

Analytical studies.-Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health 
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series. 

Documents and committee reports.- Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and 
health statistics, and documents such as recommendedmodelvital registration laws and revised birth 
and death certificates. 

Data from the Health Interview Survey. -Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of 
hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data collected 
in a continuing national household interview survey. 

Data from the Health Examination Survey.- Data from direct examination, testing, and measure­
ment of national samples of the population provide the basis for two types of reports: (1) estimates 
of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and the distributions of 
the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological characteristics; and (2) 
.malysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an explicit finite 
universe of persons. 

Data from the Institutional Population Surveys.- Statistics relating to the health characteristics of 
persons in institutions, and on medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on national 
samples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients. 

Data from the Hospital Discharge Survey.- Statistics relating to discharged patients in short-stay 
hospitals, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals. 

Data on health resources: manpower and facilities.-Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri­
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health 
manpower occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient and other inpatient facilities. 

Data on mortality .-Various statistics on mortality other than as included in annual or monthly 
reports- special analyses by cause of death, age, andother demographic variables, also geographic 
and time series analyses. 

Data on natatity, maruia&?e, anddivorce. -Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other 
than as included in annual or monthly reports-special analyses by demographic variables, also 
geographic and time series analyses, studies of fertility. 

Data from the National Natality and Mortality Surveys. -Statistics on characteristics of births and 
deaths not available from the vital records, basedon sample surveys stemming from these records, 
including such topics as mortality by socioeconomic class, medical experience in the last year of 
life, characteristics of pregnancy, etc. 

For a list of titles of reports publishedin these series, write to: Office of Information 
National Center for Health Statistics 
U.S. Public Health Service 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
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