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IN THIS REPORT statistics are pyesented on the cost “of prescribed and 

?aonpYescribed medications pey pewm pey yeay. Also pyesented is the 
numbey of acquisitions of pyescvibed medicines, with acquisitions de­
jiined as the rzumbey of pyescyiptions filled OYYefilled duying a specified 
peyiod. The numbey of acquisitions is distributed by source fyom which 

obtained, by the ave?’age number pey pe?won pey yeay, and by the aveY­
age cost pe?’ acquisition foy those that weye pzwchased. A percentage 
distribution of the cost of nonpyescyibed medications is pyesented by 
place from which obtained. These data were collected by the Health In­

te?wiew Szwvey duying July 1964-June 1965 in household interviews of a 
sample of the civilian, noninstitutionul population of the United States. 
The demo~aphic vayiables by which the data aye distributed include age, 

sex, coloY, family income, education of the head of family, chronic ac­

tivity limitation status, Yesidence, geographic Ye@”on, and family size. 

An annual aveyage of $.31.00 pey pemon was spent fov medicines duying 
July 1964-June 1965. About $15.40 was spent foy pyescyibed medicines, 
and $5.60 foy nonpyescyibed medications. Acquisitions of p?’escribed 
medicine duying the yeay avevaged4. 7; these included the numbey of pYe­

scyiptions filled and Yefilled. The aveyage cost pey &uYchase was $3.60 
per pyescyiption. 

SYMBOLS 

Data not available 

Category not applicable . . . 

Quantity zero -

Quantity more than O but less than 0.05---- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of 
*reliability or precision 



COST AND ACQUISITION OF 

PRESCRIBED AND NONPRESCRIBED MEDICINES

Charles S. Wilder, Division of Health Interview Statistics 

SELECTED FINDINGS 

During July 1964-June 1965 the civilian, non-
institutional population of the United States spent 
an: annual average of $21.00 per person for med­
icines. Of this total, an estimated $15.40 was spent 
for medications prescribed by a doctor and the 
remaining $5.60 for nonprescribed medicines. 
Prescribed medicines were defined in the survey 
as any medications obtained on a doctor’s written 
prescription, including refills; any medicines pre-
pared on the basis of a doctor’s telephone call to 
a pharmacist; and any medicines given by the 
doctor or his assistant to the person to take home. 
Medicines or injections administered to the per-
son in a medical facility were not considered 
prescribed medicines. Medications obtained with-
out a prescription, including such items as tonics, 
pills, salves, ointments, vitamins, first-aid SUP-
plies,and other medicines and drug stmdries were 
included as nonprescribed medicines. 

The cost per person for prescribed medicines 
increased steadily with age from $6.40 per year 
for persons under 15 years to $41.40 for persons 
aged 65 and over. The average annual expenditure 
for nonprescribed medicines rose from $4.00 per 
person under 15 years to $8.80 for persons aged 
65 and older. 

Females spent more for prescribed medicine 
than did males; their average expenditure was 
$18.60, compared with $12.00 for males. The sex 
difference was slight for nonprescribed medi­
cines. 

White persons had an average annual cost of 
$16.40 for prescribed medicines and $5.80 for 
nonprescribed medicines, compared with $7.80 
and $4.20, respectively, for nonwhite persons. 

After differences in age distribution of the 
income groups were taken into account, the aver-
age cost of prescribed medicines rose steadily 
with increase in family income. There was a 
slight increase in expenditures for nonprescribed 
medicine with rising income level. 

As the educational level of the head of family 
increased, the average expenditure for medicines 
rose when differences in age distribution of each 
group were taken into account. 

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 
spent substantially greater amounts for medicines 
than did persons with no chronic conditions. As 
the degree of activity limitation increased in se­
verity, the annual expense for medicine rose 
steadily. 

Persons living in metropolitan areas had 
greater expense for medicine than did farm resi­
dents in nonmetropolitan areas. Expenditures per 
person for medicine were higher in the South and 
West Regions than in the Northeast and North 
Central Regions. 

After the data were age adjusted, the average 
cost of medicine per person was highest for per-
sons in two-member families and lowest for per-
sons in families of seven members or more. 

There were an estimated 879.8 million ac­
quisitions of prescribed medicine during July 
1964-June 1965, or an average of 4.7 acquisitions 
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per person per year. Theaverage cost perpur­
chase was $3.60. The term “acquisition” is used 
because the initial prescription and subsequent 
refills of the prescription count as separate ac­
quisitions. The number of acquisitions rose sharp­
ly with age, but the average cost per purchased 
acquisition didnotchange substantially withaging. 

An estimated 65.3 percent of the cost of non-
prescribed medicine was spent in drug stores, 
and 20.1 percent in grocery stores. The remaining 
14.6 percent was spent for medicines purchased 
at such places as department stores and mail-
order houses. 

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS 

OF THE DATA 

The information pertaining to prescribed and 
nonprescribed medicines in this report was ob­
tained in household interviews. During the 52-
week period ending in June 1965, the Health In­
terview Survey’s weekly samples totaled about 
42,000 households containing approximately 
134,000 persons living at the time of the interview. 

The questions about medicines are shown in 
figure 1, which also shows the format of the tables 
in which the responses about each medicine were 
entered. The entire questionnaire used during the 
year’s data collection is illustrated in the publi­
cation “Current Estimates From the Health In­
terview Survey, United States, July 1964-June 
1965” (Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 
25). 

A description of the design of the survey, the 
methods used in estimation, and the general quali­
fications of data obtained from surveys is pre­
sented in Appendix I. Since the estimates shown in 
this report are based on a sample of the population 
rather than on the entire population, they are sub­
ject to sampling error. Therefore, particular at­
tention should be paid to the section entitled’ ‘Re-
liability of Estimates. ” Sampling errors for most 
of the estimates are of relatively low magnitude. 
However, where an estimated number or the nu­
merator or the denominator of a rate or percent-
age is small, the sampling error may be high. 
Charts of relative sampling errors and instruc­
tions for their use are shown in Appendix 1. 

Certain terms used in this report are defined 
in Appendix II. Some of the terms have specialized 
meanings for the purpose of the survey. For ex-
ample, prescribed medicine is defined as any med­
icine obtained on a doctor’s written prescription 
or telephoned order to a pharmacist, any refill of 
previous prescriptions, and any medicine given 
by the doctor (or nurse) JOthe person to take home. 
Medicines and injections administered to the per-
son in the doctor’s office or in a medical facility 
are not included. 

Nonprescribed medicines include drugs and 
medications obtained without a prescription. Card 
J, which lists some broad categories of medica­
tions, was given to the respondent during the in­
terview to aid him in recalling recent medicines 
purchased without a prescription: 

Card J 

Pain relievers, such as aspirin, headache 
powders, etc. 

Remedies for colds and other respiratory 
conditions, such as cough medicine, nose 
drops or sprays, etc. 

Medicine for digestive conditions or upsets, 
such as antacids, laxatives, etc. 

Remedies for skin or muscular conditions, 
such as ointments, salves, liniments, etc. 

Medicines for eye, ear, or nose conditions 

Vitamins 

Tonics or blood builders 

First-aid items 

Antiseptics 

Allergy remedies 

Nonprescription tranquilizers, sleeping pills, 
or “stay awake” pills 

Any other nonprescription medicines 

Each time a prescription was filled or re-
filled, the item was considered an acquisition. 
Since most prescriptions were written for the 
use of an individual, the number of acquisitions 
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Now I hove sem. qu.sN.. a b..+ p.r.h . . . . .f m.di.l... First, I wont 9. ask Y.. .bo.t medicines prescribed by . doctor 

6. . . LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did -y... 1. !h. fnmlly buy or obtain any kind of rnedi.i.e pres.rtbed by . doctor? 

. n Yes m No (QO to Q. 17) 

If “Ycs,” .sk: 

b.	 What la thmname of the m*dlcin.? (Enter .ame of medicine in column (a) of Table P. If name is .nkn.wn, enter “DK” i“ cohn” (a) and 
nsk What c.ndltl.n @ It for? Then enc.. the condition in column (b).) 

c, LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did o“yOII* buy ., obtain d“y OTHER mediei”e prescribed by a doctor? 

D Yes (R.-a.k Q, Mb) ~ No (Fill r.rnainina column. .1 Tale P 10. . ..h m.dfclne r. P.rt.dJ 

Turn !. Card J, .nd .Sk 

7.	 � . LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did any... in the family buy or obtain any medicine NOT 
pr.s.rlb.d by o doctor? This (Show Card J) IS a list of SOME of the items in which we am Interested. 

Ig Ycs n No (OO ,,. Q. 18) 

[f “Yes, ” ask: 

b. What 1. th. nom. of th. m.dl.ine? (Enter “me or kind of me$,cinc i“ column (.) of T.bk. NP.) 

c. LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE, did anyone buy or obtain any OTHER medicine NOT presc,lbed by a doctor? 

U Y., (R.-.ak Q. 17b) D No (Fill mmalnl.&! ccd.m.. of Table NP for each m.dl.ino r.P.rfed) 

‘.bl. P - PRESCRIBE MEOICINES 

> NIIme of medicine Who was it prescribed for? Which week w.. the -- bought, How much did it cost 
\: ;;~;;~;k~~=;~t;;)’~” What ..ndlN.n is the for? (E.:., column numb., LAST WEEK —o, the WEEK 

~ 
1 (a) “ (b) 

of p .(:)O.) 
BEFORE, LAST? ~d) con.,. ‘“), cent, 

l_l L.., week u veck before 
I 

U Before 2 weeks (STOP) .$_ I 

“abl. NP - NON PRESCRIBED MEDICINES 
What is the--generally ~~;g;fmt;~ Which week was *he -- bought, How muchName of medici”c used for by this 

LAST WEEK—or the WEEK did 1?C.St? Whete was tt bought?: (If name is unknow%. enter fomlly? $+?~”o, BEFORE ,AST,the kiwi of medicine) (e)~ .1 ~eyc$s)
1 (n) (b) (d) Dollars IC.CICS (0 

D Last week D Week before I n Dm.q store D Other (SPeclfYJ 

I —-----— - I a G,ocety store 
u Befo,e 2 weeks (STOP) $ I m Mail order house 

Figure 1. Questionnaire items relating to purchases of medicines. 

for aperson equaled thenumber of prescriptions 
filled plus the number of times each prescrip­
tion was refilled. The number of acquisitions of 
nonprescribed medicines is not available since 
the cost of the purchase had been distributed 
among each of the users—or potential users—of 
the medicine. This distribution made possible 
the computation of cost per person per year of 
all medicines for a variety of demographic charac­
teristics of the population, but the average cost 
per acquisition could not be obtained. 

The entries in Tables P and NP, shown in 
figure 1, included the notation that the cost was 
unknown for about 10 percent of the purchases of 
medications. The average cost per purchased ac­
quisition based on known data was used to estimate 
the cost of prescribed medicine with unknown cost. 

A similar procedure was used to allocate to the 
unknowns the average cost of nonprescribedmed­
icine based on known data. 

COMPARISON WITH OTHER 

SOURCES OF DATA 

Data collected in the current survey during 
the period July 1964-June 1965 produced an es­
timated annual expenditure of $21.00 per person 
for prescribed and nonprescribed medicine in the 
civilian, noninstitutional population. This estimate 
per capita was based on an aggregate expenditure 
of about $3,958,000,000 among the 188,430,000 
persons in this population. 
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Estimates of national health expenditures by 
object of expenditure and source of funds have 
been produced by the Social Security Administra­
tion for a number of years. The basic source of the 
data on expenditures for drugs and drug sundries 
in this series was the estimates on personal con­
sumption expenditures made by the National In-
come Division of the Department of Commerce 
and reported in the &vvey Of Czmwnt Business. 
The estimates most comparable to those produced 
in the Health Interview Survey were those for drug 
and drug sundries purchased by private consumer 
expenditure among persons in the civilian, resi­
dent population of the country. These estimates 
are shown below for selected years: 

Drugs and drug 
sundries 

Year 
Amount 

(in 
millions) 

Per 
capita 

1955 ----------------- $$,:;; $M.45 
1960 ----------------- 20.20 
1961 ----------------- 3; 750 20.69 
1962 ----------------- 4,002 21.77 
1963 ----------------- 4,127 22.11 
1964 ----------------- 4,341 22.92 

Source: Social Securi,ty Bulletin, Jan­
uary 19661 

Another source of data on health expenses was 
Health Information Foundation. Early in 1964, 
household interviews were conducted by the 
Foundation and the National Opinion Research 
Center, University of Chicago, among members 
of 2,367 families in an area-probability sample of 
the country’s civilian, noninstitutionalized popu­
lation.z One or more members of each of the fam­
ilies, or a total of 7,803 individuals, were asked 
about their use of health services, expenditures 
for these services, and participation in voluntary 
health insurance during the calendar year 1963. 
Since the survey was designed to parallel earlier 
studies made by these organizations in 1953 and 

in 1958,8 data on the purchase of drugs and med­
icines are available from this source for selected 
years. These data show that the amounts spent 
for drugs and medicines for the years 1953,1958, 
and 1963, were 1.5, 3.3, and 4.2 billions of dol- 1 

I
lars, respectively. The average amount spent per 
person for prescribed and nonprescribed medi­
cines and drugs during the calendar year 1963 was 
abut $23.50. 

Another source of information about cost of 
medicines, reported in Dwg Topics, was the pre­
liminary report of the Lilly Digest for 1965, which 
shows that the average price per prescription in 
reporting drug stores was $3.43.4 A somewhat 
comparable figure, shown in table 7 of this report, 
was $3.60 for the average cost per purchased 
acquisition of prescribed medicine. 

Information in the current report may also 
be compared with that from an earlier Health In­
terview Survey report ,Vital and Health Statistics, 
Series 10, No. 27. During the period July-Decem­
ber 1962, information on the cost of medicines 
was collected in the Health Interview Survey in a 
section of a supplemental questionnaire on per ­
sonal health expenses. The estimated per capita 
expense for medicines per year was $25.50. 
Based on an average population of 182,449,000 
during the period, the annual cost of medicines 
was estimated to be $4,652,000,000. This estimate 
may be compared with the total of $3,958,000,000 
spent for medicine in the current survey, con­
ducted during July 1964-June 1965. 

In addition to the different time periods cov­
ered, the two surveys varied in other respects. 
In the earlier survey, a l-year recall period was 
used, no attempt was made to differentiate be-
tween prescribed and nonprescribed medicines, 
and the material was collected by means of a 
mail-in questiomaire. In the more recent survey, 
the information was obtained by direct interview 
and the respondent was questioned only about pur­
chases of medicines during the 2-week period 
prior to interview. It is possible that the varia­
tion in collection procedures may have contributed 
to the substantial difference in aggregate expendi­
ture for the two survey periods. 
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COST OF MEDICINES PER PERSON 

PER YEAR 

During July 1964-June 1965, the average an­
nual amount spent for medicines was $21.00 per 
person in the civilian, noninstitutional population 
(table 1), The average amount spent for prescribed 
medicines was about $15.40, and about $5.60 was 
spent for nonprescribed drug items. As age in-
creased, the annual cost of prescribed medicine 
per person rose steeply from a low point of $6.40 
;or persons under 15 years of age to $41.40 per 
person aged 65 years and older (fig. 2). Undoubt­
edly, this rise was related to the increased prev­
alence of chronic disease among older persons. 
The annual rate of expenditure for nonprescribed 
items rose gradually as age increased. 

There was a substantial sex difference in 
spending for prescribed medications but only a 
small difference for nonprescribed medicines. 
The cost per female for prescribed medicine ex­
ceeded that for males by about 50 percent. The 
sex difference was greatest during the child-
bearing years, 15-44 years of age, and least for 
children under 15 years of age. 

As family income rose, expenditures formed­
icines also rose. This pattern is apparent from 
table 1 for the age-specific rates but not for the 
unadjusted rates for all ages. However, when dif ­
ferences in age distribution of the individual in-
come groups were accounted for in standardizing 
the data, the age-adjusted cost per person per 
year shown in table A presented a constant rise 
in rate with gain in income level. The increase 
in rate was quite substantial for prescribed med­
icine, but rather small for nonprescribed drugs 
and medical supplies. In general, the sex differ­
ences shown for all in~omes were noted in each 
income group. Increased spending for prescribed 
medicines was probably related to the rise in av­
erage number of physician visits with increased 
income (Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, 
No. 18). 

White persons purchased greater amounts of 
prescribed medicines than did nonwhite persons 
(table 2). The average annual cost of medicines 
for white persons, $16.40, was about double that 
for nonwhite persons. There was a difference of 
about $1.60 in annual expenditure for nonpre-

Prescribed 

,,,,,,@’ Nonprescrlbed 
,,,*,,,,,,m,sns.8$**’” 

o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 

AGE IN YEARS 

Figure 2. Cost of medicine per person per year,

by age.


scribed medicines. However, after age adjustment, 
the differential between white and nonwhite per-
sons was reduced in both medicine categories. 

After the data were adjusted for differences 
in age distribution, the annual cost per person for 
medicines in each category rose with increased 
educational attainment of the head of the family. 
The age-specific rates shown in table 3 increased 
substantially for most age groups as educational 
level rose. 

The pattern of medicine costs for persons 
with no chronic conditions differed widely from 
that for persons with one or more chronic con­
ditions (table 4). These data have not been age 
adjusted because age is an important factor in 
the development of chronic disease and associ­
ated activity limitation. Persons with one or more 
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Table A. Age-adjustedl cost of medicine per person per year, by selected character­

istics: United States, July 1964-June 1965


Cost of medicine

per person per year


Selected characteristic


Pre- Nonpre-
To,tal scribed scribed


All persons $21.00 $15.40 $5.60


Sex 

Male------------------------------------------------------

Femle ----------------------------------------------------


Color


~ite -----------------------------------------------------

Nonwhite


Family income


Under $2,000

$2,OOO-$3,999---------------------------------------------

$4,OOO-$6,999---------------------------------------------


17.60 12.30 5.30

24.10 18.20 6.00


21.90 16.20 5.80

13.80 9.20 4.50


18.10 13.00 5.20

19.00 13.80 5.10

21.10 15.70 5.40

22.70 16.70 6.00

24.20 17.60 6.50


18.10 13.40 4.60

21.20 15.50 5.70


$7,000-$9,999 -----.

$10,000 and over


Education of head of family


Under 9 years

9-12 years

13 years or more------------------------------------------


Residence


All SMSA--------------------------------------------------

Outside of SMSA:

Nonfarm

Farm---


Geographic region


Northeast

North Central

South

West------------------------------------------------L-----


25.40 18.40 6.90


21.40 15.40 6.00


20.90 15.70 5.20

17.10 13.00 4.10


18.50 12.90 5.60

20.30 15.00 5.30

23.10 17.70 5.30

22.70 15.60 7.10


lAdjusted by the direct method to the age distribution of the total civilian, non­

institutionalpopulation of the United States.


chronicconditions
had ratesforprescribedmed-

icineabout7timesas largeas thoseforpersons

withno chronicconditions;
thecomparableratio

for nonprescribedmedicineswas 2.3times as

large.As thedegreeoflimitation in­
ofactivity

creasedinseverity,
theannualpurchasesofmed­

icinerosesharplyforprescription
items.


Personsresiding
onfarmsinnonmetropolitan

areasspentlessformedicinesthandidresidents

of metropolitan
areas andpersonsinothernon­

farm areas(table intheNorth­
5).Personsliving

eastRegionhad thelowestannualrateofexpend­

itureforprescribedmedicine,whilethoseinthe

SouthRegionhadthehighestaverage
costforpre-
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scribed medicine. Residents of the West Region 
spent somewhat more per person for nonpre­
scribed items than did residents ofotherregions. 
The low rate of medicine expenditure by farm resi­
dents was present in each of the regions. 

As family size increased from two to seven 
members or more, the annual amount spent for 
medicine per person declined for both the pre-
scribed and nonprescribed medicine (table 6). 
The average cost per person in large families 
was much less than the cost for two-member 
families, An important cause of the reduced spend­
ing is the family composition; in large families 
the number of children is usually greater than 
the number of adults. Since rates for children 
are much lower than those for adults, the rates 
in large families reflect the added number of 
children. Probably the reduced per capita in-
come with increase in family size contributes to 
the reduction in spending for medicines. As fam­
ily size increases it is likely that the proportion-
ate share of family income available for medical 
care is less after food, housing, and clothing re­
quirements are taken care of. Therefore, the re­
duced per person spending reflects family income 
level. 

ACQUISITIONS OF PRESCRIBED 

MEDICINES 

During the 12 months from July 1964 to June 
1965, there were an estimated 879.8 million ac­
quisitions of prescribed medicine (table 7). The 
initial filling of a prescription and each subsequent 
refilling (if any), were considered separate acqui­
sitions. About 90.7 percent of the total number of 
acquisitions were purchased; 4.0 percent were ob­
tained free from a physician; and the remaining 
5.3 percent were obtained free from other sources. 
According to the data-collection procedures, pre-
scribed medications obtained free from the doc-
tor were classified in this category only in cases 
where there was no fee in addition to the regular 
one for service. Medicines obtained free from 
other sources included those provided without 
charge by agencies such as charitable and wel­
fare organizations and governmental facilities. 
Medicines obtained under some insurance or other 

prepaid arrangements were classified as pur­
chased. 

Persons in the civilian, noninstitutional popu­
lation obtained prescribed medicines an average 
of 4.7 times per person during the 12-month pe­
riod from July 1964-June 1965. Of the 90.7 per-
cent of acquisitions that were purchased, the av­
erage cost per purchase was $3.60. 

Figure 3 shows that as age increased, the 
rate of acquisitions rose steadily. The average 
number of acquisitions was about the same for 
boys and girls under 15 years of age. However, 
from age 15 onward, the rate of acquiring pre-
scribed medicines was greater for females than 
for males. During the childbearing years (15-44) 
the rate for women was about double that for men. 

Figure 4 shows that the average cost per 
purchase of prescribed medicines remained fair­
ly stable throughout most age groups. The average 
cost was lowest for children under 15 years. The 
information shown in table 7 indicates that the 
rise in annual cost of prescribed medicines per 
person with increasing age (as shown in table 1) 
was related more to an increase in number of 
purchases of medicines than to more expensive 
medicines. 

In general, as family income rose the percent 
of acquisitions of prescribed medicines that were 
purchased also rose; correspondingly, those ob­
tained free of charge declined (table 8). Through-
out the family income groups the average cost 
per purchase remained fairly constant within age 
groups. This could indicate that the type of med­
icine, the amount obtained per prescription, and 
the unit cost, do not change with socioeconomic 
status of the purchaser. However, there is some 
indication that the number of acquisitions per per-
son varies with income change for several age 
groups. For instance, for persons under 15 years 
of age the number of acquisitions per person for 
those living in families with income of $10,000 
(3.6 acquisitions) was twice that for persons with 
family income of less than $2,000 (1.8). Also, for 
persons 45 years and over the rate of acquiring 
medications declined somewhat with increasing 
income, but the average cost per purchase rose. 
This finding suggests more frequent purchases of 
lesser amounts of medicines among lower income 
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Figure 3. Number of acquisitions of prescribed

medicine per person per year, by sex and age.


groups rather than a different pattern ofillness 
among purchasers ofprescribed medicines. 

Nonwhite persons obtainedsubstantially high­
er percentages of prescribed medications freeof 
charge than did white persons (table 9).However, 
the total number of acquisitions was greater for 
white persons than for nonwhite persons in all 
age groups. The color differential in rate ofac­
quisition declined with increasing age. The aver-
age cost per purchase was quite similar forwhite 
and nonwhite persons in the younger age groups, 
but itwas slightly higher among white persons45 
years and older. Perhaps the increased number 
of acquisitions for older nonwhite persons was 
accounted for by more frequent purchases of 
smaller amounts, as noted for theincomegroups. 

As educational level of thehead of the family 
rose, the rateofacquiringprescribedmedications 
increased for younger persons, but it remained 

.~ 
o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 

AGE IN YEARS 

Figure 4, Average cost per purchase of prescribed

medicine, by age.


relatively stable for persons 45 years and older 
(table 10). The average cost per purchase and 
the percent of the total prescriptions that were 
purchased showed no remarkable differences by 
educational level. 

Persons with nocbronic conditions obtained 
an average of 1.7 prescribed medications per 
year, compared with a rate of 8.1 acquisitions 
for persons with oneor more chronic conditions 
(table 11). The average cost per purchase for 
those with no chronic illness was less than that 
for persons affected by chronic disease. Among 
persons with chronic conditions the rate at which 
prescribed medicines were acquired increased 
rapidly as severity of activity limitation rose. 

Approximately 10 percent of the medicine 
prescriptions acquired bypersons living in met­
ropolitan areas or nonfarm residents outside of 
metropolitan areas wereobtainedfree fromad~­
tor or other source, while the comparable per­
centage for farm residents was approximately 
percent (table 12). Formost age groups the rate 
of acquisitions per farm resident was lower than 
the rate for persons living in other residence 
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areas, but the average cost per purchase was 
quite similar in each of the areas. 

Residents of the South Region had the highest 
rate of acquisition of prescribed medicines per 
person, but the average cost per purchase was 

somewhat higher in the West Region than else-
where (table 13). Also, for mostagegroups,resi­
dents of the West Region had the lowest percent-
age of purchased prescribed medications. The 
percentage of acquisitions obtained free from 
other sources was highest in the West Region. 
Perhaps the distribution of recipients of third-
party payments for medications is not equal in 
each region, or perhaps the scaIe of benefits dif­
fers by region. 

In general, as family size increased, the age-
specific rate of acquisitions of prescribed medi­
cine per person per year declined (table 14). It 
is possible that in large families a medication 
prescribed for a family member for a specific 
condition might have been used for other members 
who contracted the disease. For example, the cost 
of a cough remedy prescribed for a child but 
used by other children in the family would be di­
vided by the total number of users, thus reducing 
the acquisitions per person per year. The de-
cline in number of prescribed medicine acquisi­
tions was not accompanied by increased average 
cost per purchase; thus, the amount of medicine 
per prescription did not change with increased 
family size. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COST OF 

NONPRESCRIBED MEDICINES BY 

PLACE OBTAINED 

Information about the average cost per pur­
chase of nonprescribed medications and number 
of purchases is not available from these data. 
When the information was collected in the inter-
view, the respondent was requested to list the 
persons in the family who used or were expected 
to use the medication. For example, aspirin or 
first-aid supplies are usually used by all mem­
bers of the family. By allocating a proportion-
ate share of the cost to each potential user, the 
distribution of cost could be shown for a variety 
of demographic characteristics of the population. 

However, the processing and tabulating methods 
used made it impossible to compute the average 
cost per acquisition. 

As mentioned earlier, the average annual 
cost per person for nonprescribed medicines 
was $5.60. Since the average population was 
188,430,000 during the period, the aggregate ex­
penditure was about $1,060,000,000 for nonpre­
scribed medicines. A percentage distribution of 
this cost by place from which obtained is shown 
in tables 15-22 for a variety of population char­
acteristics. About 65.3 percent of the total ex­
pended for nonprescribed medicines was spent in 
drug stores. About 20.1 percent was spent in 
grocery stores, 4.7 percent in department stores, 
9.0 percent in other places, and the place of pur­
chase was unknown for about 0.9 percent of 
the cost. 

The pattern of purchases was approximately 
the same for both males and females and for most 
of the age groups (table 15 and fig. 5). The per-

PERGENT DISTRIBUTION 

o 20 40 60 80 100 
f& 

Under 15 
years 

15-24 
years 

25-44 
years 

45-64 
years 

65 years 
and over 

- mu, store = Cv3P.3.mJrd .+ore 

Grocery store m 0,,,,... .“,.,..~ 

Figure 5. Percent distribution of cost of non-. 
prescribed medicines, by place from which ob­
tai ned accord i ng to age. 
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cent of the cost spent in drug stores was highest 
for persons aged 65 years and over. As family 
income increased, there was a tendency toward 
more frequent purchasing of nonprescribedmed­
icines at drug stores. White persons spent a 
higher percent of the cost of nonprescribed items 
in drug stores than did nonwhite persons. As fam­
ily income and education of the head of family 
increased, the percent spent in drug stores also 
rose. As the degree of chronic limitation of ac­
tivity became greater, the percentage of expend­
iture in drug stores for nonprescribed medicines 
rose accordingly. 

Persons living in metropolitan areas had a 
markedly greater percent of drug store pur­
chases than did residents of other areas. In non-
metropolitan areas there was a corresponding 
shift to grocery stores as the place of purchase. 
The percent of purchases in drug stores was 

highest in the Northeast Region and lowest in the 
South Region. As family size rose, the percent of 
the cost of nonprescribed items purchased in 
drug stores declined, with a corresponding in-
crease in percentage for grocery store pur­
chases. 

Differences in these tables by source of pur­
chase of nonprescribed medicines suggest a varia­
tion in buying habits among demographic groups. 
Since for some of the groups who purchased a 
high rate of nonprescribed medicines in drug 
stores the rate of spending for prescribed medi­
cines was also high, it is quite possible that pur­
chases of nonprescribed medicines were made at 
the same time that prescriptions were filled or 
refilled. Also, convenience of drug store loca­
tions or available delivery services may have 
been” contributing factors in increased use of drug 
stores in lieu of other sources of purchase. 
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Table 1. Cost of prescribed and nonprescribed medicines obtained per person per year, by sex, family

income, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


[Data arehased onhousehold interviews of thetitilian, noninstitutional population. Thesurvey deti~, general qualifications, andinfomation ontt,w 
reliability of the estimates aregiven in.%wendixI. Definitions Ofte~sare given in@pendix II] 

Both sexes II Male I Female


Family income

and age Pre- Nonpre- Pre- Nonpre- ~ota~ Pre- Nonpre-
Tota1 scribed scribed Total scribed scribed scribed scribed


All incomes~ Cost per person per year


All ages------ $21.00 $15.40 $5.60 $17.30 $12.00 $5.30	 $24.60 $18.60 $6.00
—


Under 15 years------ 10.40 6.40 4.00 10.50 6.50 4.00 10.30 6.20 4.10 
15-24 years 12.50 8.10 4.40 9.20 5.10 4.10 15.60 10.80 4.80 
25-44 years--------- 20.00 14.00 6.00 14.80 9.20 5.60 24.80 18.40 6.40 
45-64 years--------- 31.80 24.60 7.20 26.50 20.00 6.50 36.80 29.00 7.80 
65 years and over--- 50.20 41.40 8.80 43.30 34.7’0 8.60 55.70 46.70 9.00 

Under $2,000 , 

All ages------ 25.20 18.90 6.30 19.10 13.80 5.30 29.80 22.70 7.10


Under 15 years 5.90 3.20 2.70 5.70 3.10 2.60 6.00 3.20 2.80

15-24 years 10.30 5.80 4.50 7.70 3.70 4.00 12.90 7.90 5.00

25-44 years 15.90 11.10 4.80 9.30 6.10 3.20 20.60 14.70 5.90

45-64 years--------- 32.10 24.10 8.00 30.20 23.00 7.20 33.40 24.80 8.60

65 years and over--- 48.10 38.40 9.70 38.80 29.80 9.00 53.90 43.70 10.20


$2,000-$3,999


All ages------ 21.40 16.00 5.40 17.40 12.70 4.70 24.90 18.90 6.00 

Under 15 years------ 7.30 4.20 3.10 6.70 4.00 2.70 8.00 4.50 3.50 
15-24 years 10.00 5.70 4.30 7.40 3.60 3.80 12.50 7.70 4.80 
25-44 years 16.20 11.40 4.80 13.10 9.10 4.00 18.70 13.30 5.40 
45-64 years 
65 years and cwer---

32.30 
51.50 

24.70 
42.70 

7.60 
8.80 

23.50 
46.40 

17.30 
37.60 

6.20 
8.80 

38.30 
56.50 

29.80 
47.60 

8.50 
8.90 

$4,000-$6,999


All ages------ 19.00 13.80 5.20 15.70 10.70 5.00 22.40 16.90 5.50


Under 15 years 9.90 5.90 4.00 10.30 6.30 4.00 9.60 5.60 4.00

15-24 years 12.80 8.50 4.30 8.60 4.60 4.00 16.40 11.80 4.60

25-44 years 19.00 13.30 5.70 13.90 8.50 5.40 23.90 17.90 6.00

45-64 years 32.10 25.30 6.80 25.90 20.00 5.90 38.50 30.80 7.70

65 years and over--- 54.20 45.90 . 8.30 45.10 36.30 8.80 62.70 54.90 7.80


$7,000-$9,999


All ages 20.30 14.50 5.80 17.20 11.50 5.70 23.60 17.60 6.00 

Under 15 years 12.40 7.80 4.60 12.10 7.60 4.50 12.70 8.10 4.60 
15-24 years 14.00 9.50 4.50 10.40 6.30 4.10 17.20 12.40 4.80 
25-44 years 21.20 14.60 6.60 16.30 9.80 6.50 26.10 19.30 6.80 
45-64 years--------- 32.80 25.20 7.60 27.70 20.10 7.60 38.50 30.80 7.70 
65 years and wer--- 53.70 45.70 8.00 48.80 41.50 7.30 58.00 49.40 8.60 

$10,000 and over


All ages------ 23.20 16.80 6.40 20.60 13.90 6.10 26.50 19.80 6.70 

Under 15 years 14.40 9.20 5.20 15.40 10.10 5.30 13.40 8.30 5.10 
15-24 years 15.20 10.00 5.20 11.70 7.00 4.70 18.90 13.20 5.70 
25-44 years 24.40 17.30 7.10 17.70 11.10 6.60 30.50 22.90 7.60 
45-64 yeara 
65 years and over---

32.80 
52.60 

25.50 
42.60 

7.30 
10.00 

28.80 
49.00 

21.80 
38.80 

7.00 
10.20 

37.60 
55.60 

29.80 
45.70 

7.80 
9.90 

lIncludes unknown kCOLUe. 
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Table 2. Coat of prescribed and nonpreacribed medicines obtained per person per year, by color, family

hCOUE, and age: United Statea, July 1964-June 1965 

[Dataarebasedonhc.usehold no.instititio.al q.alificatims,
int.wiewsoftietitilian, ~pulation.Tbesurveyde8i@,general mdinfomationon the

reliability
oftheestimates sre given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Total II White Nonwhite 

Family income 
and age Fre-Nonpre- Fre- Nonpre-


Total acri.bed acribed Tota 1 scribed scribed Tota 1
I 
All incomeal Cost per person per year


All ages $21.00 $15.40 $5.60 $22.20 $16.401 $5.80 $12.00 $7.80 $4.20
— —


Under 15 yeara 10.40 6.40 4.00 11.30 7.10 4.20 5.20 2.30 2.90

15-24 years 12.50 8.10 4.40 13.40 8.70 4.70 6.10 3.80 2.30

25-44 years 20.00 14.00 6.00 20.90 14.70 6.20 13.00 8.70 4.30

45-64 years 31.80 24.60 7.20 32.70 25.50 7.20 23.50 16.70 6.80

65 years and over--- 50.20 41.40 8.80 51.30 42.60 8.70 36.40 26.90 9.50


Under $2,000


$2,000-$3,999


18.60


All agea------ 25.20 18.90 6.30 30.10 23.10 7.00 13.10 8.30 4.80 

Under 15 years 5.90 3.20 2.70 8.30 5,10 3.20 3.70 1.40 2.30 
15-24 years 10.30 5.80 4.50 11.50 6.30 5.20 7.30 4.40 2.90 
25-44 years 15.90 11.10 4.80 15.40 10,40 5.00 16.70 12.20 4.50 
45-64 years 32.10 24.10 8.00 35.50 27.60 7.90 21.60 13.00 8.60 
“65years and over--- 48.10 38.40 9.70 49.70 40.10 9.60 35.90 24.90 11.00 

All agea 21.40 16.00 5.40 24.40 
T

5.80 10.40 6.60 3.80 

Under 15 yeara 7.30 4.20 3.10 8.70 5.30 3.40 4.40 1.90 2.50

15:24 years 10.00 5.70 4.30 11.40 6.40 5.00 4.90 3.00 1.90

25-44 years 16.20 11,40 4.80 17.70 12.90 4.80 11.70 7.00 4.70

45-64 years 32.30 24.70 7.60 34.20 26.40 7.80 23.20 16.60 6.60

65 years and over--- 51.50 42.70 8.80 /52.80 44.00 8.80 34.60 25.60 - 9.00


$4,000-$6,999


All agea------ 19.00 13.80 5.20 19.70 12.60 8.30 4.30 

Under15 years 9.90 5.90 4.00 10.20 6.20 4.00 7.10 3.00 4.10 
15-24 yeara 12.80 8.50 4.30 13.70 9.10 4.60 5.80 3.50 2.30 
25-44 yeara 19.00 13.30 5.70 19.60 13.80 5.80 12.50 8.20 4.30 
45-64 years 32.10 25.30 6.80 32.60 25.70 6.90 26.60 21.10 5.50 
65 yeara and wer--- 54.20 45.90 8.30 55.00 46.80 8.20 41.50 32.40 9.10 

$7,000-$9,999


$10,000 and over


All agea 20.30 14.50 5.80 20.80 14.90 5.90 12.40 8.40 4,00 

Under 15 yeara 12.40 7.80 4.60 12.70 8.10 4,60 7.5: 3.80 3.70 
15-24 years 14.00 9.50 4.50 14.40 9.80 4.60 
25-44 yeara 21.20 14.60 6.60 21,80 15.00 6.80 12.00 8.5: 3.5?) 
45-64 years 
65 years and wer---

32.80 
53.70 

25.20 
45.70 

7.60 
8.00 

33.10 
54.40 

25.40 
46.40 

‘7.70 
8.00 

27.90 
* 

21.00 
* 

6.90 
* 

All ages------ 23.20 16.80 6.40 23.60 
T

, 
6.50 14.10 10.20 3.9017.1OI


Under 15 yeara 14.40 9.20 5.20 14.60 9.30 5.30 * 5.70 * 
15-24 yeara 15.20 10.00 5.20 15.50 10.10 5.40 7.60 ,-
25-44 yeara 24.40 17.30 7.10 25.00 17.70 7.30 13.2: 9.20 4.0:

45-64 yeara 32.80 25.50 7.30 33.30 25.90 7.40 * 13.80 *

65 years and over--- 52.60 42.60 10.00 52.20 42.00 10.20 * 60.00 *


1 
Includes unknown income. 
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Table 3. Cost of prescribedand nonprescribedmedicines obtainedper person per year,by education

of head of family, family income,and age: United States,July 1964-June1965


[Data are based cm household interview of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

All educationalgroups Under 9 years
II 
Family income and age 

Pre- Nonpre-Tots1 scribed scribed


All incomesl Costper person per year


All ages $21.00 $15.40 $5.60 $22.10 $16.90 $5.20
—


Under 15 years 10.40 6.40 4.00 6.70 4.10 2.60 
15-24 years 12.50 8.10 4.40 8.30 5.20 3.10 
25-44 years 20.00 14.00 6.00 16.60 11.80 4.80 
45-64 years 31.80 24.60 7.20 30.70 23.90 6.80 
65 years and over 50.20 41.40 8.80 48.90 39.90 9.00 

Under $2,000 

All agea 25.20 18.90 6.30 26.80 20.30 6.50 

Under 15 years 5.90 3.20 2.70 5.50 3.30 2.20 
15-24 years 10.30 5.80 4.50 5.90 3.60 2.30 
25-44 years 15.90 11.10 4.80 15.60 11.10 4.50 
45-64 veals 32.10 24.10 8.00 31.60 23.10 8.50 
65 yea;s and over 48.10 38.40 9.70 47.40 37.40 10.00 

$2,000-$3,999


All ages----------------------,---- 21.40 16.00 5.40 22.90 17.60 5.30 

Under 15 years 7.30 4.20 3.10 5.60 3.10 2.50 
15-24 years 10.00 5.70 4.30 7.30 4.30 3.00 
25-44 years 16.20 11.40 4.80 15.70 11.50 4.20 
45-64 yeara 32.30 24.70 7.60 33.40 25.70 7.70 
65 years and over 51.50 42.70 8.80 49.80 40.90 8.90 

$4,000-$6,999


All ages 19.00 13.80 5.20 19.20 14.70 4.50


Under 15 years 9.90 5.90 4.00 7.10 4.40 2.70

15-24 years 12.80 $.50 4.30 9.30 5.90 3.40

25-44 years 19.00 13.30 5.70 16.50 11.60 4.90

45-64 years 32.10 25.30 6.80 29.90 24.20 5.70

65 years and over 54.20 45.90 8.30 53.00 45.00 8.00


$7,000-$9,999


All ages 20.30 14.50 5.80 21.20 16.00 5.20 

Under 15 years 12.40 7.80 4.60 10.10 6.70 3.40 
15-24 years 14.00 9.50 4.50 8.80 5.60 3.20 
25-44 years 21.20 14.60 6.60 19.20 13.00 6.20 
45-64 years 32.80 25.20 7.60 32.00 25.50 6.50 
65 years and over 53.70 45.70 8.00 50.90 43.20 7.70 

$10,000 and over


All ages 23.20 16.80 6.40 20.20 15.20 5.00 -

Under 15 years 14.40 9.20 5.20 9.30 5.70 3.60 
15-24 years 15.20 10.00 5.20 12.80 8.80 4.00 
25-44 years 24.40 17.30 7.10 17.20 12.90 4.30 
45-64 years 32.80 25.50 7.30 26.90 21.00 5.90 
65 years and over 52.60 42.60 10.00 43.40 33.70 9.70 
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Table 3. Gost of prescribedand nonprescribedmedicines obtainedper person per year,by education

of head of family, family income, and age: United States,JUIY 1964-Jue 1965—Con.


[D,Wt interviews of the civilian , noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and informationum Imwlonhousehold

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Family income and age


All incomesl Cost per person per year


All ages $19.40 $13.9C $5.50 $23.40 $16.70 $6.70

—


Under 15 yeara 10.40 6.3C 4.lC 15.00 9.30 5.70 
15-24 years 12.80 8.2C 4.6C 17.20 11.30 5.90 
25-44 years 20.10 13.9C 6.2C 23.10 16.30 6.80 
45-64 years 31.40 24. 2C 7.2C 36.70 28.70 8.00 
65 years and over 52.30 44. 4C 7.9C 55.20 44.30 10.90 

Under $2,000 

All ages 22.80 17.OC 5.8C 23.70 15.60 8.10 

Under 15 years 6.70 3.OC 3.70

15-24 years 11.8C 6.8C 5.00 15.5: 7.8; 7.7;

25-44 yeara 16.10 10. 5C 5.60 15.20

45-64 years 35.20 28. 4C 6.80 32.6: 24.00 8.6;

65 yeara and over 49. 5C 40.9C 8.60 54.00 40.80 13.20


$2,000-$3,999


All ages 18.8C 13.5( 5.30 27.60 20.70 6.90 

Under 15 years 8.80 5.10 3.70 10.20 6.10 4.10 
1.5-24years 10.70 5.80 4.90 16.80 10.30 6.50 
25-44 years 15.10 10.00 5.10 24.80 18.70 6.10 
45-64 years 30.20 22.70 7.50 38.10 30.20 7.90 
65 years and over 56.20 48.10 8.10 59.60 48.20 11.40 

$4,000-$6,999


All ages 18.30 12.90 5.40 21.60 15.70 5.90 

Under 15 years 10.70 6.40 4.30 11.80 6.80 5.00 
15-24 years 
25-44 years 

13.40 
19.60 

9.00 
13.60 

4.40 
6.00 

17.10 
20.60 

11.50 
14.50 

5.60 
6.10 

45-64 years 31.50 23.90 7.60 43.90 37.60 6.30 
65 years and over 57.60 49.00 8.60 50.00 39.90 10.10 

$7,000-$9,999


All ages 18.60 13.00 5.60 23.80 16.90 6.90 

Under 15 years 11.50 7.40 4.10 15.60 9.50 6.10 
15-24 years 14.00 9.40 4.60 19.60 14.00 5.60 
25-44 years 20.90 14.10 6.80 22.90 16.40 6.50 
45-64 years 29.90 22.80 7.10 43.30 32.20 11.10 
65 years and over 46.50 38.60 7.90 70.70 62.50 8.20 

$10,000 and over


All ages 23.20 17.10 6.10 24.10 17.00 7.10 

Under 15 years 11.80 7.40 4.40 17.00 11.00 6.00 
15-24 years 14.20 9.10 5.10 17.20 11.40 5.80 
25-44 years 25.70 18.60 7.10 24.90 17.20 7.70 
45-64 years 33.70 26.30 7.40 34.60 26.70 7.90 
65 years and over 57.30 50.50 6.80 54.30 40.80 13.50 

l~ncludes mknom income. 
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Table 4. Cost of prescribed and nonprescribed medicines obtained per person per year, by sex, chroni~

activity limitation status, and age: United states, July 1964-June 1965


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information cm [h,! 

reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Both sexes II Male Female 
Chronic activity 
limitation status


and age Total Pre- Nonpre- Total Pre- Nonpre- IIPre- Nonpre­

scribed scribed scribed scribed Total scribed scribed


All persons Cost per person per year 

All ages------ $21.00 $15.40 $5.60 $17.30 $12.00 $5.30 $24.60 $18.60 $6.00 

Under 15 years------ 10.40 6.40 4.00 10.50 6.50 4.00 10.30 6.20 4.10 
15-24 years--------- 12.50 8.10 4.40 9.20 5.10 4.10 15.60 10.80 4.80 
25-44 years--------- 20.00 14.00 6.00 14.80 9.20 5.60 24.80 18.40 6.40 

45-64 years--------- 31.80 24.60 7.20 26.50 20.00 6.50 36.80 29.00 7.80 
65 years and over--- 50.20 41.40 8.80 43.30 34.70 8.60 55.70 46.70 9.00 

Persons with no

chronic conditions


All ages------ 7.70 4.20 3.50 6.90 3.50 3.40 8.60 4.90 3.70 

Under 15 years------ 8.10 4.50 3.60 7.90 4.50 3.40 3.20 4.50 3.70 

15-24 years--------- 6.80 3.70 3.10 5.20 2.20 3.00 8.50 5.30 3.20 
25-44 years--------- 8.10 4.40 3.70 6.00 2.50 3.50 10.20 6.30 3.90 
45-64 years--------- 7.50 3.70 3.80 7.00 3.50 3.50 8.10 4.00 4.10 
65 years and over--- 6.70 3.90 2.80 6.20 3.10 3.10 7.30 4.70 2.60 

Persons with 1+

chronic conditions


All ages------ 36.40 28.30 8.10 30.10 22.50 7.60 41.80 33.30 8.50 

Under 15 years------ 19.30 13.50 5.80 19.30 13.50 5.80 19.20 13.50 5.70 
15-24 years--------- 22.20 15.50 6.70 16.40 10.40 6.00 27.10 19.80 7.30 
25-44 years--------- 29,70 21.80 7.90 22.80 15.30 7.50 35.40 27,20 8.20 

45-64 years--------- 44.20 35.30 8.90 37.50 29.30 8.20 50.10 40.60 9.50 
65 years and over..- 58.80 48.80 10.00 51.50 41.70 9.80 64.40 54.30 10,10 , 

With no limitation

of activity


All ages------ 26.50 19.30 7.20 21.50 14.80 6.70 30.70 23,20 7.50 

Under 15 years------ 18.40 12.60 5.80 18.30 12.50 5.80 18.40 12.60 5.80 
15-24 years--------- 20.70 14.00 6.70 15.20 9.30 5.90 25.30 17.90 7.40 
25-44 years---------- 25.40 18.00 7.40 20.40 13.20 7.20 29.70 22.10 7.60 
45-64 years--------- 32.50 24.70 7.80 27.30 20.20 7.10 36.90 28.50 8.40 
65 years and over--- 36.30 28.70 7.60 27.00 19.40 7.60 41.60 34.00 7.60 
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Table 4. Cost of prescribed and nonprescribed medicines obtained per person per year, by sex, chronic 
~ activity limitation status, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965-Con. 

interviews
[DI,MMO basedcmhousehold ofthe civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, andinformation on the 

reliability oftbe estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Aopendix II] 

Both sexes Male Female 
Chronic activity I 
limitg~~g~tatus 

Total IIPre- Nonpre-
scribed scribedscribed scribed Total IIPre- Nonpre-

1 

With limitation but

not in mafior Cost per person per year


activityl


All ages------ $54.00 $43.50 $10.50 $43.60 $33.50 $10.10 $60.70 $50.00 $10.70 

Under 15 years------ 23.70 18.80 4.90 21.50 16.30 5.20 * 22.00 * 

15-24 years--------- 27.50 21.30 6.20 26.00 19.70 6.30 28.80 22.70 6.10 

25-44 years--------- 52.90 39.90 13.00 38.30 25.40 12.90 61.70 48.70 13.00 

45-64 years--------- 62.10 51.20 10.90 58.90 48.10 10.80 64.20 53.20 11.00 

65 years and over--- 68.70 57.40 11.30 52.30 40.90 11.40 75.70 64.40 11.30 

With limitation in

amount or kind of

major activityl


All ages------ 60.60 49.90 10.70 42.,90 33.60 9.30 75.30 63.40 11.90


* ;!c

Under 15 years------ 28.70 22.70 6.00 29.90 23.30 6.60 22.00 

15-24 years--------- 33.00 25.20 7.,80 23.60 16.50 7.10 43.00 34.40 8.60


25-44 years--------- 46.60 38.10 8.50 29.50 22.40 7.10 59.50 49.90 9.60


45-64 years--------- 67.70 55.70 12.00 46.30 35.70 10.60 86.30 73.20 13.10


65 years and over--- 67.50 56.00 11.50 50.40 40.80 9.60 80.60 67.60 13.00


Unable to carry on

major activityl


All ages------ 91.50 80.70 10.80 82.70 71.70 11.00 111.80 101.40 10.40


Under 15 years------

15-24 years---------

* 

* 

35.80 

52.00 

* 
* 

* 

+< 

43.60 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

26.00 

90.90 

* 
* 

25-44 years--------- 72.90 65.60 7.30 52.90 45.60 7.30 * 118.60 * 

45-64 years--------- 109.20 99.50 9.70 96.60 86.90 9.70 156.20 146.60 9.60 

65 years and over--- 90.90 78.80 12.10 83. 5C 71.00 12.50 106.00 94.70 11.30 

lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 5. Cost of prescribed and nonprescribed medicines obtained per person per year, by resi­

dence, geographic region, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


[Data are based on household interviews of thetitilian, notinstit.tionaI population. Thes.rvey deti~, general qualifications, andinfomation 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

All areas II All SMSA 

Geographic region and age

Non-
Total Prescribed Total
prescribed ==T==

All regions Cost per person per year


All ages $21.00 $15.40 $5.60 $21.30 $15.30 $6.00


Under 15 years 10.40 6.40 4.00 11.10 6.60 4.50 
15-24 years 12.50 8.10 4.40 12.80 8.10 4.70 
25-44 years 20.00 14.00 6.00 21.00 14.60 6.40 
45-64 years:----------------- 31.80 24.60 7.20 31.60 24.10 7.50 
65 years and over------------ 50.’20 41.40 8.80 49.30 40.30 9.00 

Northeast


All ages--------------- 18.90 13.30 5.60 19.10 13.40 5.70 

Under 15 years 10.80 6.20 4.60 11.00 6.40 4.60 
15-24 years 11.00 6.80 4.20 10.40 6.30 4.10 
25-44 years 17.50 11.60 5.90 17.90 12.10 5.80 
45-64 years 25.40 18.70 6.70 25.70 18.80 6.90 
65 years and over------------ 44.70 37.00 7.70 44.60 36.50 8.10 

North Central


All ages--------------- 20.30 15.00 5.30 20.80 15.10 5.70


Under 15 years 10.20 6.40 3.80 11.10 6.70 4,40

15-24 years 11.90 7.70 4.20 12.20 7.70 4.50

25-44 years 17.80 12.10 5.70 19.30 13.20 6.10

45-64 years 32.30 25.70 6.60 33.00 “26.00 7.00

65 years and over------------ 48.30 39.90 8.40 49.80 41.20 8.60


South 

All ages--------------- 22.80 17.50 5.30 23.10 17.60 5.50 

Under 15 years 10.80 7.20 3.60 11.90 8.00 3.90 
15-24 years 12.50 8.80 3.70 14.40 10.10 4.30 
25-44 years 21.90 16.30 5.60 23.00 16.80 6.20 
45-64 years------------------ 36.10 29.00 7.10 36.40 29.30 7.10 
65 years and over 56.60 47.40 9.20 55.00 46.60 8.40 

West


All ages--------------- 22.30 15.30 7.00 23.10 15.60 7.50


Under 15 years--------------- 9.40 5.00 4.40 10.30 5.30 5,00

15-24 veals 15.70 8.90 6.80 15.10 8.60 6.50

25-44 ~ears 24.30 16.80 7.50 26.00 17.90 8.10

45-64 years 33.90 24.70 9.2o 34.60 24.70 9.90

65 years and over 50.70 40.00 10.70 50.40 38.70 11.70
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Table 5. Cost of prescribedand nonprescribed medicines obtained per person per year, by resi­

dence> geographicregiony and age: United StateSJ JUIY 1964-June1965—COn”


[Doti, arobascd onhousehold intertie!vsofthe ti\tilian, noninstitutional population. Thesurvey detign, general qualifications, andinformation 

on thereliability oftbe estimates rme given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Geographicregion and age


All regions 

All ages


Under 15 years 9.40

15-24 years 12.70

25-44 years 18,60

45-64 years 33.70

65 years and over 51.60


Northeast


All ages 18.10 12.80 5.30 16.20 11.60 4.60 

* * Under 15 years 
15-24 years 

9.70 
13.30 

5.10 
8.90 

4.60 
4.40 * .:. 

25-44 years 16.20 10.00 6.20 -k 

45-64 years 24.00 18.10 5.90 19.6: %-

65 years and over 46.10 39.80 6.30 25.50 >’C 

North Central


All ages 20.50 15.60 4.90 12.80 4.00 

Outside of SMSA


Nonfarm Farm


Non- Non-
Total Prescribed prescribed Total Prescribed prescribed


Cost per person per year 

$21.2,13 $16.00 $5.2C $17.80 $13.60 $4.20 

6.00 3.4C 7.70 5.10 2.60 
8.50 4.20 9.10 6.30 2.80 

13,30 5.3C 14.20 9.80 4.40 
26.80 6.9C 26.20 20.80 5.40 
43.00 8.6C 49.80 41.80 8.00 

Under 15 years

15-24 years

25-44 years

45-64 years

65 years and over


South


All ages


Under 15 veals

15-24 years

25-44 years

45-64 years

65 years and over


West


All ages 

Under 15 years

15-24 years

25-44 years

45-64 years

65 years and over


-


8.60 5.70 2.90 9.10 6.60 2.50 
11.80 7.90 3.90 10.10 7.40 2.70 
15.80 10.70 5.10 11.80 7.50 4.30 
33.60 27.30 6.30 24.40 19.10 5.30 
46.80 38.50 8.30 44.90 37.20 7.70 

23.10 17.90 5.20 19.20 14.90 4.30 

10.60 7.10 3.50 6.60 3.90 2.70 
11.50 8.20 3.30 8.20 5.70 2.50 
21.40 16.40 5.00 17.00 12.60 4.40 
37.80 30.30 7.50 28.60 22.90 5.70 
58.00 47.90 10.10 57.50 48.70 8.80 

. 

20.30 14.80 5.50 15.80 11.80 4.00 

7.60 4.50 3.10 * * 
18.00 10.10 7.90 ?C 9< 

18.80 13,30 5.50 * 10.50 
33.40 25.70 7.70 -k 18.70 
53.00 45.00 8.00 * 33.90 

21 



-------

----------

----------

----------

-------

----------

----------

----------

-------

-------

----------

----------

----------

-------

-------

----------

Table 6. Cost of prescribed and nonprescribed medicines obtsined per person per year, by family in-
come, family size, and age: United States, July 196&JUne 1965 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information cm tbe 
reliability of theestimates arsgiven in Appendix I. Definitions of terms aregiven in Appendix II] 

All incomesl Under $4,000 $4,000and over


Family size and age


All family sizes 

All ages-------


Under 15 years 

15-24 years 

25-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over---­

l-member family


All ages-------


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25:44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over----


2-member family


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over----


3-member family


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years----------


45-64 years----------


65 years and over---­


=


Cost per person per year


$21.00 $15.40 $5.60 $23.00 $17.20 

10.40 6.40 4.00 6.90 3.90 
12.50 8.10 4.40 10.20 5.80 
20.00 14.00 6.00 16.10 11.30 
31.80 24.60 7.20 32.30 24.50 
50.20 41.40 8.80 49.60 40.30 

33.40 24.50 8.90 32.80 23.80


* * * * * 

15.00 7.40 7.60 14.70 6.70 

20.60 12.80 7.80 19.80 13.80 

36.00 26.60 9.40 33.10 23.60 

48.20 38.40 9.80 46.10 36.00 

37.50 29.30 8.20 42.00 33.60 

13.70 4.80 8.90 15.50 5.30 
20.80 14.50 6.30 15.80 11.20 

21.00 14.30 6.70 20.70 14.60 
38.30 30.00 8.30 40.30 31.80 
53.10 43.70 9.40 53.80 44.60 

23.70 17.60 6.10 20.80 15.00


16.90 10.50 6.40 12.20 7.00

13.50 8.60 4.90 9.80 5.60

22.30 15.70 6.60 17.60 11.80

29.00 22.90 6.10 25.60 19.50


52.30 44.90 7.40 48.70 39.80


$5.80 $20.50 $14.80 $5.70 

3.00 11.70 7.30 4.40 
4.40 13.80 9.20 4.60 
4.80 21.20 14.80 6.4o 
7.80 32.50 25.30 7.20 
9.30 53.60 45.00 8.60 ‘ 

9.00 34.70 25.20 9.50


* * * * 

8.oO 15.00 7.50 7.50 
6.00 21.50 12.00 9.50 
9.50 42.30 32.40 9.90 
10.10 66.80 56.70 10.10 

8.40 35.80 27.40 8.40 

10.20 * * * 

4.60 23.80 16.50 7.30 

6.10 21.50 14.50 7.00 
8.50 38.60 30.10 8.50 
9.20 56.00 45.00 11.00 

5.80 25.10 18.70 6.40


5.20 19.00 12.10 6.90

4.20 15.10 9.80 5.30

5.80 23.50 16.60 6.90

6.10 31.00 24.60 6.40

8.90 57.40 50.70 6.70
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Table 6. Cost of prescribed and nonpreacribed medicines obtained per person per year, by family in-

come, family eize, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965—con.


wn based On hcmsehdd[DIItII interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional populabicm. Thesurvey design, general qualifications, andinformation on the 
reliability oftbe estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of tenmare given in Appendix II] 

All incomesl II Under $4,000 I $4,000 and over 

Family eize and age 

Total Pre- Nonpre- Nonpre- Total Pre- Nonpre­
scribed scribed ecribed scribed ecribed 

I * I 

4-member family Cost per person per year 

All agea------- 18.20 12.80 5.4( 13.90 9.50 4.40 19.4C 13.60 5.80 

Under 15 years 13.80 8.80 5.00 10.00 6.50 3.50 15.00 9.50 5.50 

15-24 yeara ---------- 13.90 9.60 4.30 9.80 5.60 4.20 15.30 10.80 4.50 

25-44 years 20.60 14.40 6.20 14.20 10.00 4.20 21.80 15.30 6.50 

45-64 years 25.70 19.50 6.20 24.60 L7.70 6.90 26.20 19.90 6.30 

65 yeara and over---- 42.90 37.20 5.70 36.10 28.80 7.30 46.50 40.80 5.70 

5-member family


All ages------- 15.00 10.30 4.70 9.70 6.20 3.50 16.10 11.10 5.00 

Under 15 yeara 10.80 6.70 4.10 6.00 3.10 2.90 11.90 7.50 4.40 

15-24 years 9.50 5.90 3.60 5.10 2.30 2.80 10.90 7.00 3.90 

25-44 yeara 20.40 14.50 5.90 16.70 12.10 4.60 21.30 15.10 6.20 

45-64 years 21.90 16.40 5.50 16.80 11.90 4.90 23.30 17.50 5.80 

65 years and over---- 41.30 34.60 6.70 9< 15.10 f. 43.60 36.80 6.80 

6-member family


All ages------- 12.40 8.40 4.00 9.00 6.30 2.70 13.30 8.90 4.40 

Under 15 years 8.50 4.90 3.60 5.80 3.30 2.50 9.30 5.40 3.90 

15-24 years 8.60 5.30 3.30 9< 5.10 7? 9.10 5.20 3.90 

25-44 years 17.80 12.70 5.10 12.70 9.50 3.20 19.00 13.40 5.60 

45-64 yeara---------- 23.00 18.90 4.10 * 14.90 9< 24.60 20.20 4.40 

65 years and over---- * 30.60 +< 9< 32.40 9< f< 32.90 9< 

?-member family

or more


All ages------- 9.00 6.10 2.90 6.00 3.80 2.20 10.50 7.10 3.40 

Under 15 years 5.90 3.50 2.40 3.70 2.00 1.70 7.20 4.30 2.90 

15-24 yeara---------- 6.50 4.20 2.30 3.70 2.10 1.60 7.90 5.30 2.60 

25-44 yeara---------- 16.00 11.50 4.50 11.70 8.10 3.60 17.70 12.70 5.00 

45-64 yeara---------- 19.00 14.40 4.60 15.30 10.00 5.30 20.20 15.70 4.50 

65 years and over---- * 26.10 9< * 26.80 * * 20.50 $< 

i~ncludes unknown income-
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Table 7. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines, percent distribution by source, number 
per person per year, and average cost per purchase according to sex and age: United Scates,July 
1964-June 1965


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilirm, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and inliormntion 
on thereliability of theestimates aregi\,en in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in .A~pendix II] 

,’‘ 0[	 {0 ~~ 
Percent of acquisitions 

Number of ~ Number of iverage 
Sex and age acquisitions . 

Free from: acquisitions :ost per 
in thousands per person ?urchase 

Both sexes 

All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years--------------------


65 years and over--------------


Male 

All ages-----------------


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over--------------


Female


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over--------------


Pur- per year 
chased Other 

source


879,832 90.7 4.0 5.3 4.7 $3.60 

-: 
165,410 s ‘89.6 - 4.6 5.7 2.8 2.60 

.. 

75,718 88.6 2- 6.1 5.3 2.7 3.40 

188,936 90.1 4.7 5.2 4.2 3.70 

252,156 92.2 3,4 4.4 6.6 4.10 

197,613 91.1 2.9 6.0 11.4 4.00 

334,109 90.2 4.0 5.9 3.7 3.60 

86,695 89.1 4.7 6.2 2.9 2.50 

22,664 87’.8 6.2 6.0 1.7 3.40 

57,933 88.0 4.4 7.5 2.7 3.90 

96,342 92.0 3.3 4.7 5.2 4.20 

70,475 91.6 2.8 5.6 9.3 4.10 

545,722 91.0 4.0 4.9 5.6 3,60 

78,714 90.2 4.5 5.2 2.7 2.60 

53,052 89.0 6.0 5.0 3.6 3,40 

131,003 91.1 4.8 4.1 5.5 3.70 

155,814 92.3 3.5 4.2 7.9 4,00 

127,137 90.8 2.9 6.? 13.1 3.90 
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Table 8. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines, percent distribution by source, number

per person per year, and average cost per purchase according to family income and age: United

States, July 1964-June 1965


me basedonhousehold mmhstitutiomd
[DL,tn hmwiews ofthecivilian, population. Thesurveydesiga, general qualifications, and information 

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of teks ar; gi;en in Appendix II] 

Percent of acquisitions


Number of
Number of

Family income and age acquisition: Free from: acquisitions Average


in thousand~ Pur- per person cost per


chased per year purchase


Other
Doctor so“urc
e


All incomes* .


All ages 879,83: 90.7 4.0 5.3 4.7 $3,60

,-


Under 15 years 165,41( 89.6 5.7 2.8 2.60 
15-24 years 75,7N 88.6 3.40 
25-44 years 188,936 90.1 H ::; 3,70 
45-64 years 252,15( 92.2 4.4 6.6 4.10 
65 years and over 197,61: 91.1 6.0 11.4 4.00 

Under $2,000 

All ages 85.4 11.5 6.4 3.50 

Under 15 years 
15-24 years 

8,08( 
7,825 

79.7 
82.0 

16.7 
* 

1.8 
2.4 

2.30 
3.00 

25-44 years 9,414 87.6 3.7 3.40 
45-64 years 34,182 84.5 13.; 8.3 3.40 
65 years and over 69,676 86.7 10.2 12.2 3.60 

$2,000-$3>999 

All ages 147,430 88.5 7.7 5.0 3.60 

Under 15 years 
15-24 years 

18,711 
10,548 

78.0 
85.3 

* 
* 

18.0 2.60 
3.10 

25-44 years 19,392 84.2 13.; 3.60 
45-64 years 42,692 90.6 4.; 3.80 
65 years and over 56,08E 92.5 3.3 ::; 3.90 

$4,000-$6,999


All ages-------’---=------ 233,684 91.1 4.5 4.4 4.2 3.70


Under 15 years 51.593 89.4 4.8 5.7 2.6 2.50 
15-24 years-----------i 24;742 86.8 3.40 
-25-44 years 59,031 89.2 ;:: %: ;:; 3.70 
45-64 years 
65 years and over 

68,002 
30,316 

93.5 
95.6 

3.8 
* 

2.7 
* 

6.5 
10.7 

4.10 
4.50 

$7,000-$9,999 

All ages 173,427 93.1 4.5 2.4 4.4 3.50 

Under 15 years 46,298 94.0 4.7 * ;.; 2.50 
15-24 years 15,410 92.5 3.60 
25-44 years 50,582 91.4 5.; 3.: 4:4 3.70 
45-64 years 46,035 94.2 2.8 3:0 6.4 4.2o 
65 years and over 15,101 93.6 * * 11.6 4.2o 

$10,000 and over


All ages 155,905 94.1 4.1 1.9 4.6 3.90


I_hider
15 years 35,979 93.8 5.1 * 3.6 2.70 
15-24 years 14,181 92.8 * 3.70 
25-44 years 44,127 93.0 4.: * :;? 3.90 
45-64 years 47,978 95,1 3.5 -k 6.0 4.50 
65 years and over 13,641 96.0 ‘* * 9.9 4.50 

—


llncludes unknown income.
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Table 9. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines, percent distribution by source, number 
per person per year, and average cost per purchase according to color and age: United States, 
July 1964-June 1965 

[Data are based on	 household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
onthereliability of theestimates aregiven in Appendix I. Definitions ofterms aregiven in Appendix II] 

Percent of acquisitions


Number of
Number of

Color and age acquisitions Pur-

Free from: acquisitions Average


in thousands per person cost per


chased per year purchase


Other
Doctor
 source


Total


All ages 879,832 90.7 4.0 5.3 4.7 $3.60 

Under 15 years 165,410 89.6 4.6 5.7 2.8 2.6o


15-24 years 75,718 88.6 6.1 5.3 2.7 3.40


25.44 years 188,936 90.1 4.7 5.2 4.2 3.70


45-64 years 252,156 92.2 3.4 4.4 6.6 4.10


65 years and over--------------’ 197,613 91.1 2.9 6.0 11.4 4.00


White


All ages 810,553 91.7 3.9 4.4 4.9 3.70 

Under 15 years-..--............ 153,950 91.0 4.5 4.5 3.0 2.60 

15-24 years 70,081 89.4 6.2 4.4 2.8 3.40 

25-44 years 172,598 91.1 4.6 4.3 4.3 3.80 

45-64 years 230,039 93.2 3.2 3.6 6.7 4.10 

65 years and over 183,885 91.8 2.8 5.4 11.5 4.00 

Nonwhite


All ages 69,278 79.4 5.2 15.4 3.1 3,20 

Under 15 years 11,460 71.2 * 22.6 1.3 2.50 

15-24 years 5,636 79.2 * * 1.6 3.00 

25.44 years 16,337 80.2 * 14.1 3.2 3.40 

45-64 years 22,118 82.1 * 12.7 6.1 3.30 

65 years and over 13,727 81.1 * 14.7 10.2 3.30 
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Table 10. Number of acquisitionsof prescribedmedicines, percent distributionby source,number 
per person per year, and average cost per purchaseaccording to educationof head of family
and age: United States,July 1964-June1965 

mm basedonhousehold
[DIM* interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. Thesurveydesiga, general qualifications, and information 
on thereliszbilityof th~ estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms sre given in Appendix Ii] 

Percent of acquisitions


Number of

Free from: acquisitions ,verage


Pur-
per person :ost per


,urchase

chased 

per year


Doctor	 Other

source


;90.7 4.0 5.2 4.; $3.60 

89.6 4.6 5.7 2.[ 2.60 

88.6 6.1 5.3 2.; 3.40 
90.1 4.7 5.2 4.: 3.70 
92.2 3.4 4.4 6.( 4.10 
91.1 2.9 6.0 11.L 4.00 

$9.6 3.7 6.7 5.Z 3.60


86.9 4.4 8.7 1.9 2.50


86.7 8.8 * 1.5 3.10


89.3 3.8 6.9 3.t 3.70


90.2 3.3 6.5 7.C 3,80


90.1 3.2 6.7 11.6 3.80


91.4 3.8 4.8 4.2 3.60


89.3 4,2 6.4 2.7 2.60

89.7 5.0 5.4 2.7 3.40


91.3 3.9 4.8 4.1 3.70


93.6 3.6 2.9 6.4 4.10


91.9 2.5 5.6 11.4 4.30


91.0 5.1 3.9 5.0 3.70 

92.0 5.5 2.5 4.0 2.50 

87.6 6.4 6.o 3.7 3.50 

88.5 6.6 4.9 4.7 3.90 

93.2 3.6 3.2 6.6 4.70 

94.0 ?# >’r 11.2 4.20 
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Education of head of Number of


family and age acquisitions

in thousands


All educationalgroups


All ages


15 years


years


years


years


879,832


165,410


75,718


188,936


252,156


197,613


296,578


28,944


14,111


36,390


103,813


113,320


3723731


83,071


38,176


95,658


101,367


54,460


193,433


51,410


22,409


54,087


42,530


22,997


Under


L5-24


25-44


45-64


65 years and over


Under 9.years


A3.Zages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


9-12 years


All agea


Under 15 years


1.5-24years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over--.-----------,


13 years and over


All ages


Under 15 years


L5-24 years


25-44 years

45-64 years


65 yeara and over
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Table 11. Number of acquisitionsof prescribedmedicines, Percent distributionby source, number

per person per year,andaverage cost per purchase according to chronic activity limitationsta­

tus and age: United States,July 1964-June1965


[Data are based cm household interviews of the eivilitm, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, andinformnticm 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Percent of acquisitions


Number of Number of

Chronic activity limitation acquisitions Free from: acquisitions Average 

status and age in thousands Pur- per person cost per 

chased per year purchase 

All persons


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Personswith no chronic

conditions


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Persons with 1+ chronic

conditions


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


With no limitation of

activity


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Doctor Other 
source 

879,832 90.7 4.0 5.3 4.7 $3.60 

165>410 89.6 4.6 5.7 2.8 2.60 
75,718 88.6 6.1 5.3 2.7 3.40 
188,936 90.1 4.7 5.2 4.2 3.70 
252,156 92.2 3.4 4.4 6.6 4.10 
197,613 91.1 2.9 6.0 11.4 4.00 

169,011 89.0 5.9 5.1 1.7 2.80 

97,823 89.0 5.2 5.8 2.1 2.40 
24,143 86.3 8.5 5.2 1.4 3.20 
29,o72 89.0 7.0 * 1.4 3.40 
14,616 91.5 * * 1.1 3.60 
3,357 94.7 * * 1.2 3.60 

710,820 91.1 3.6 5.3 8.1 3.80 

67,587 90.5 3.8 5.7 5.5 2.70 
51,574 89.7 4.9 5.4 5.0 3.50 
159,864 90.4 4.2 5.4 6.4 3.80 
237,540 92.2 3.3 4.5 9.4 4.10 
194,255 91.0 2.9 6.1 13.5 4.00 

372,587 91.8 4.2 4.0 5.8 3.70 

57,231 89.9 4.1 6.0 5.2 2.70 
42,172 89.6 5.4 5.0 4.6 3.40 
111,604 91.5 4.6 3.9 5.4 3.70 
115,159 93.6 4.0 2.4 6.5 4.10 
46,421 92.2 3.3 4.5 7.8 4,00 
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Table 11. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines, percent distribution by source, number

per person per,year,and average cost per purchase according to chronic activity limitation sta­

tus and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965—Con.


(Dttt,~ilre hascdon� household intertie\vs of thetitiIian, noninstitutional population. Thesurvey design, general qualifications, andinfomation€
onthereliability of theestimates aregiven in Append1x"I. Definitions ofte;ms ar; gi;enin .4ppendix Il]€

Percent of acquisitions


Number of
Number of
Chronic activity limitation acquisitions Free from: acquisitions 
Average


status and age 
in thousands Pur-

per person cost per


per year purchase


With limitation. but not


in major activityl


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


With limitation in amount

or kind of major activityl


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years,and over


Unable to carry on 
major activityl 

All ages


Under 15 years----r


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


chased
 Other

Doctor
 source


70,016 91.6 3.0 5.4 11.8 $4.00 

3,714 94.8 * * 6.7 3.00 

3,826 85.0 * * 6.7 3.70 

18,196 89.7 * 6.6 11.5 3.90 

25,942 93.9 * * 13.1 4.20 

18,338 90.8 * * 14.9 4.30 

178.015 91.3 2.8 5.9 14.1 3.90


4,586 97.1 * * 9.7 2.40 

4,026 94.8 * * 6.8 3.90 

24,421 89.0 * 7.2 10.7 4.00 

70,323 91.2 2.9 5.9 15.5 3.90 

74,660 91.6 2.6 5.8 15.9 3.90 

90,202 87.8 2.5 9.7 22.0 4.20 

2,055 84.1 * * 16.3 2.60 

1,550 90.3 * * 13.6 4.20 

5,644 75.4 * 22.8 17.7 4.90 

26,116 87.2 * 10.5 25.9 4.40 

54,837 89.4 2.8 7.8 21.7 4.10 

‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activ­

ities.
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Table 12. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines, percent distribution by source, number

per person per year,and average cost per purchaseaccordingtoresidenceand age: United States,

July 1964-June1965


Ofthecivilian, pop.Iatiorr.
~ataambasedrmhousehold intmvhws rrmriw.tititicm.l Thesurveydesigrr, generat qualifications, andinfornration 
on the re~lab]~ltyof the estimatss are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in .lppendix U] 

Percent of acquisitions


Number OE Number of lverage 

Residence and age acquisitions Free frti: acquisitions cost 

in thousands Fur -
per person per 

per year 

All areas


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years

25-44 years


45-64 years--------------------


65 years and over--------------


All SMSA


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Outside of SMSA-nonfarm


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Outside of SMSA—farm


All ages


Under 15 years


H-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


30


chased Other z~~e

Doctor
 source


879,832 90.7 4.0 5.3 4.7 $3.60 

165,410 89.6 4.6 5.7 2.8 2.60 

75,718 88.6 6.1 5.3 2.7 3.40 

188,936 90.1 4.7 5.2 4.2 3.70 

252,156 92.2 3.4 4.4 6,6 4.10 

197,613 91.1 2.9 6.0 11.4 4.00 

555,089 90.5 4.3 5.2 4.6 3.70 

109,520’ 89.3 5,0 5.7 2.9 2.60 

49,025 88.7 6.0 5.3 2.7 3.30 

131,702 89.5 5.4 5.1 4.3 3.80 

155,924 91.9 3.6 4.5 6.4 4.10 

108,918 91.8 2.4 5.8 10.6 4.10 

278,730 90.4 3.7 5.9 5.0 3.6o 

48,642 88.9 4.4 6.7 2,7 2.50 

23,312 88.6 5.8 5.7 2.7 3.50 

51,123 91.4 3.1 5.4 4.0 3.60 

81,557 92.0 3.4 4.6 7.4 3.90 

74,096 89.4 3.4 7.2 12.7 3.80 

46,013 95.4 * * 4.C 3.6o 

7,248 99.4 * * 1.9 2.70 

3,380 88.6 * * 1.9 3.70 

6,111 93.9 * * 2.8 3.70 

14,675 96.5 * * 5.5 3.90 

14,598 94.5 * * 12.2 3.60 
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Table 13. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines, percent distribution by source, number

per person per year,and average cost per purchase according to geographic region and age: United

States, July 1964-June 1965


rDatn am bnsed on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, andinfonrration 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix” I. Definitions of teks are given in Appendix II] 

Percent of acquisitions


Number ofNumber of 
Free from: acquisitions Average 

Geographic region and age acquisitions cost per 
in ‘thousands Pur-

per person purchaseper year 
chased


Doctor Other

source


All regions


All ages 879,832 90.7 4.0 5.3 4.7 $3.60 

15 veals 165,410 89.6 4.6 5.7 2.8 2.60 
15-24 yeak 75,718 88.6 5.3 3.40 
25-44 years 188,936 90.1 ::; 3.70 
45-64 years 252,156 92.2 3.4 2:: 4.10 
65 years and over-------------- 197,613 91.1 2.9 6.0 4.00 

Northeast


All ages----------------- 206,540 87.8 6.2 6.0 4.4 3.40 

Under 15 years----------------- ;:,;;; 86.7 6.8 6.4 3.0 2.40 
15-24 years 87.3 2.5 3.20 
25-44 years-------------------- 43:238 88.3 7.; 4.; 3.50 
45-64 years-------------------- 58,218 85.6 7.6 ;:; 3.80 
65 years and over-------------- 47,360 90.9 ::! 5.0 10.6 3.80 

North Central


All ages----------------- 239,430 93.2 3.2 3.6 4.4 3.60


Under 15 years 44,869 95.5 * * 2.6 2.60 
15-24 years-------------------- 19,358 90.9 2.5 3.50 
25-44 years-------------------- 46,533 91.2 4.: 4.; 3.7 3.60 
45-64 years-------------------- 72,446 95.2 2.6 2.2 6.6 4.10 
65 years and over-------------- 56,224 91.3 2.6 6.1 10.9 4.00 

South


All ages 303,022 92.7 2.9 4.3 5.3 3.60 

Under 15 years 55,890 92.0 3.6 2.60 
15-24 years 27,439 88.6 5.3 3.30 
25-44 years 63,832 92.4 3.2 3.80 
45-64 years 87,812 94.5 2.3 3.90 
65 years and over-------------- 68,050 92.9 2.0 3.70 

West 

All ages----------------- 130,840 86.2 4.5 4.3 4.20


Under 15 years 23,676 77.8 7.6 14.6 2.3 2.80

15-24 years 12,172 87.0 3.70

25-44 years 35,332 86.9 4.; 8.; ::; 4.20

45-64 years 33,680 91.0 * 5.8 4.70

65 years and over-------------- 25,979 86.2 * 1::? 9.7 4.80
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Table 14. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines, percent distribution by source, number

per person per year, and average cost per purchase according to family size and age: United

States, July1964-June 1965


[Data are based cm household interviews of the civilian, rrcminstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of tbe estimates are given in Append]x I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Percent of acquisitions


Wmber of Number of


Family size and age	 :quisitions Free from: Acquisitions Average


I thousands Pur- per person cost per

purchase
per year


All family sizes 

All ages


Under 15 years 

15-24 years 

25-44 years 

45-64 years


65 years and over


l-member family


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


2-member family


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


3-member familv 

All ages


Under 15 years 

15.24 years 

25-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over 

chased 
Other
Doctor

source


879,832 90.7 4.0 5.3 4.7 $3.60 

165,410 89.6 4.6 5.7 2.8 2.60 

75,718 88.6 6.1 5.3 2.7 3.40 

188,936 90.1 4.7 5.2 4.2 3.70 
252,156 92.2 3.4 4.4 6.6 4.10 
197,613 91.1 2.9 6.0 11.4 4.00 

99,164 84.8 4.1 11.1 7.6 3.80


* * * * * * 

8,176 73.0 * 18.5 3.3 3.10 

8,458 83.0 * * 3.9 4.00 

31,374 85.4 * 11.3 7.8 4.00 
50,803 86.7 3.7 9.6 11.7 3.80 

251,775 93.0 3.5 3.5 7.8 4.00 

1,573 76.4 * * 2.6 2.50 

14,262 90.6 * * 4.6 3.50 
21,923 85,5 8.1 6.4 4.6 3.60 

116,068 94.2 3.5 2.3 7.7 4.10 

97,949 93.9 2.4 3.7 11.5 4.10 

153,073 90.8 4.1 5.1 5.1 3.80 

23,833 88.7 * 7.2 4.2 2.80 

16,686 90.6 * * 2.8 3.40 

34,322 90,C 4.1 5.1 4.5 3.90 

49,542 92.2 3.6 4.2 6.0 4.10 

28,690 90.4 * 6.4 12.0 4.20 
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Table 14. Number of acquisitions of prescribed medicines , Percent distribution by source, number 
per person per year, and average cost per purchase according to family size and age: United 
States, July 1964-June 1965--Con. 

interviews mmrirwtit.tkmd Theau-mydesign, qualifications,
~atame basedmrhousehold oftheeivilifm, population. general andinfmmatimr

ontbereliaMlity aregiven I.Defkitions aregiven Ifl
oftheestimates inAppendix oftenns inAppendix


Percent of acquisitions


Number of Number of


Family size and age acquisitions Free from: acquisition: Average

cost per


in thousands Pur- per person purchase

chased per year


Other
Doctor
 source


4-member family


All ages 151,644 92.0 4.0 4.0 4.1 $3.40 

Under 15 years 47,512 90.1 4.8 5.1 3.( 2.70 

15-24 years 18,356 93.0 * * 3.( 3.40 

25-44 years 48,633 92.0 4.2 3.9 4.: 3.60 

45-64 years 27,921 93.9 * * 5.: 3.90 

65 years and over 9,222 94.8 * * 10.: 3.70 

5-member family 

All ages 106,206 90.5 4.6 4.9 3.: 3.20 

Under 15 years 41,174 90.3 4.7 5.1 2.5 2.50 

15-24 years 8,573 90.5 * * 2.C 3.20 

25-44 years 37,764 91.4 4.5 4.1 4’.. 3.70 

45-64 years 13,171 90.2 * * 4.7 3.90 

65 years and over 5,524 87.7 * * 10.5 3.80 

6-member family


All ages 55,761 90.5 4.6 . 4.9 2.9 3.30 

Under 15 years 22,363 91.5 * * 2.2 2.40 

15-24 years 4,364 89.2 * * 1.7 3.40 

25-44 years 19,475 89.2 * * 3.7 3.80 

45-64 years 6,493 93.5 * * 4.9 4.10 

65 years and over 3,065 86.9 * * 9.6 3.70 

7-member familv or more


All ages 62,209 87.9 4.3 7.8 2.3 3.00 

Under 15 years 28,602 88.1 4.3 7.6 1.8 2.20 

15-24 years 5,300 82.8 * * 1.4 3.60 

25-44 years 18,361 91.4 * * 3.4 3.70 

45-64 years 7,587 85.1 * * 4.9 3.50 

65 years and over 2,359 78.8 * * 8.2 4.00 
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Table 15. Percent distribution of coat of nonprescribed medicines, by place from which obtained

according to sex and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


[Dataam basedonhousehold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. Thesuwey design, general qualifications, rmdinforrnntiorr 

on the reliabllityof the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Cost by place from which obtained


Total
Sex and age
 ~cost
I I 1II 

Both sexes Percent distribution


All ages-------------------------------- 100.0 65.3 20.1 4.7 9.9 

Under 15 yeara-------------------------------- 100.0 65.1 18.8 5.5 10.7 

15-24 yeara----------------------------------- 100.0 62.5 24.9 4.1 8.5 

25-44 years 100.0 63.5 23.0 5.0 8.5 

45-64 years 100.0 65.6 18.6 4.5 11.4 

65 years and over----------------------------- 100.0 70.6 16.1 3.6 9.7 

Male


All ages 100.O 65.4 20.2 4.8 9.6 

Under 15 yeara 100.O 65.4 18.6 5.3 10.7 

15-24 years 100.0 62.9 24.5 4.7 7.8 

25-44 yeara----------------------------------- 100.0 62.7 23.3 5.2 8.8 

45-64 years 100.0 66.1 19.1 5.2 9.6 

65 years and over----------------------------- 100.0 71.4 16.1 2,5 10.1 

Female


All ages-------------------------------- 100.0 65.2 20.1 4.6 10.2 

Under 15 years 100.0 64.7 19.0 5.7 1006 

15-24 years---------------------:------------z 100.0 62.2 25.1 3.7 9.0 

25-44 years 100.0 64.2 22.7 4.8 8,2 

45-64 years 100.0 65.2 18.2 3.9 L2.7 . 

65 years and over----------------------------- 100.0 70.0 16.1 4.5 9.4 
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Table 16. Percent distributionof cost of

accordingto family income and	

nonprescribedmedicines,by place from which obtained

age: United States,July 1964-June1965


[Drtto ure based on	 household interviews of t,be civilian, noninstitutional population. Tbe survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on thereliability of theestimates afegiven in Appendix I. Definitions of terms aregiveni nAppendixII] 

II Cost byplace fromwhich obtained


Total
Family income and age cost 

II 
Drug Grocery Depart- Other


All incomesl

\


All ages ........---.-..-


Under 15 years................................

15-24 years ........--------........---

25-44 years

45-64 years .-------

65 years and over


Under $2,000


All ages ..-.-............----.--


Under 15 years 
15-24 years 
25-44 years 
45-64 years 
65 years and over 

$2,000-$3,999


All ages


Under 15 years

15-24 years

25-44 years --------. ----.-.-
+:-64 years~----------------------------------
b3 years and over............................-

$4,000-$6,999


All ages


Under 15 years................................

15-24 years ........--------...........

25-44 years........-..........................

45-64 years...................................

65 years and over..................---------..


$7,000-$9,999


All ages ----.-,---


Under 15 years

15-24 years

25-44 years 
45-64 years 
65 years and over 

$10,000and over


All ages


Under 15 years 
15-24 years 
25-44 years---------.--------.-.-...---:-----­
45-64 years 
65 years and over 

store store ment and

store unknown


Percent distribution 

100.0 65.3 20.1 4. i 9.9 

100.0 65.1 18.8 5.: 10.7 
100.0 62.5 24.9 4.1 8.5 
100.0 63.5 23.0 
100.0 65.6 18.6 M 1;:; 
100.0 70.6 16.1 3.6 9.7 

100.0 63.3 27.2 2.5 6.9 

100.0 56.4 32.8 * * 
100.0 67.0 25.4 * * 
100.0 55.8 37.6 * * 
100.0 
100.0 

59.1 
68.2 

29.9 
22.5 3.; 2:: 

100.0 60.8 23.7 2.7 12.8 

100.0 
100.0 

54.5 
57.0 

26.4 
29.4 

* 
* 

16.0 
11.7 

100.0 55.7 32.9 * 
100.0 
100.0 

63.1 
67.3 

22.1 
15.1 

* 
* 

1;:: 
14.5 

100.0 65.0 21.8 4.5 8.8 

100.0 66.5 20.2 4.6 8.8 
100.0 58.9 29.9 
100.0 61.9 25.0 4.; ;:: 
100.0 66.0 19.4 3.4 11.2 
100.0 77.7 10.1 * * 

100.0 65.0 18.0 6.2 10.8 

100.0 66.0 14.9 6.5 12.6 
100.0 
100.0 

59.8 
62.9 

23.9 
21.8 

* 10,7 

100.0 
100.0 

66.8 
77.6 

14.6 
* 

::2 
* 

1;::
* 

100.0 70.1 13.3 6.2 10.4 

100.0 69.1 13.8 6.9 10.1 
100.0 73.4 13.3 
100.0 70.6 15.0 5.; ‘M 
100.0 69.5 12.1 7.6 10.9 
100.0 68.6 * * 21.1 

‘Includesunknown income.
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Table 17. Percent distributionof cost of nonprescribedmedicines,by place from which obtained 
accordingto color and age: United Stat-es, July 1964.June 1965 

[Data are based onhousehold interviews of thetitilian, noninstitutional population. Thesurvey detign, general q.alifications,.nd information 
onthereliability of theestimates are given in !ppendix I. Definitions ofterms aregiven in Appendix I1] 

Cost by place from which obtained


Color and age	 Total II I 1 1

cost Depart- Other


Total


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


White


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years znd over


Nonwhite


All ages 

Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Drug Grocery ment and
store store store unknown


Percent distribution


100.0 65.2 20.1 4.7 9.9 

100.0 65.1 18.8 5.5 10.7 

100,0 62.5 24.9 4.1 8.5 

100.0 63.5 23.0 5.C 8.5 

100.0 65.6 18.6 4.: 11.4 

100.0 70.6 16.1 3.6 ‘3.7 

100.0 65.6 19.6 4.8 10.0 

100.0 65.5 18.5 5.4 10.5


100.0 62.8 24.2 4.3 8.8


100.0 63.7 22.7 5.2 8.5


100.0 66.0 17.6 4.t 11.8


100.0 70.9 15.8 3.7 9.7


100.0 62.1 25.1 3.8 9.0 

100.0 61.0 20.8 * 12.1 

100.0 58.8 35.0 * * 

100.0 61.9 26.1 * 8.7 

100.0 61.5 28.4 * 7.3 

100.0 67.5 19.4 * 9.6 
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I Table 18. Percentdistributionof cost of nmprescribed medicines,by place from which obtained 
accordingto educationof head of family and age: United states, July 19fj&June 1965 

[D,~tri are based on household interviews of the civilian, nonimstitutionril population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on thereliahility of the estimates aregiven in Appendix I. Definitions oftenns aregiven in.4ppendix II] 

Cost by place from which obtained


Tota1 IEducation of head of family and age cost 
Drug Grocery Depart- Other 

All educationalgroups


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Under 9 years


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over-----------------------;----­


9-12 years


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 yeara


25-44 years


45-44 years


65 years and over


13 years and over


All agea


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


ment andstore store store unknown 
I 

II I I I 

Percent distribution


100.0 65.3 20.1 4.7 90.9 

100.0 65.1 18.8 5.5 10.7 

100.0 62.5 24.9 4.1 8.5 

100.0 63.5 23.0 5.0 8.5 

100.0 65.6 18.6 4.5 11.4 
100.0 70.6 16.1 3.6 9.7 

100.0 61.9 26.3 2.9 8.9 

*100.0 58.6 28.: 10.9 
100.0 56.4 34.L * 6.1 

*100.0 57.4 32.1 7.8


100.0 61.3 26.> 3.0 9.6


100.0 68.1 20.2 3.2 8.5


100.0 65.2 19.9 5.1 9.8


100.0 65.1 19.5 5.3 10.1


100.0 60.9 26.9 3.8 8.3


100.0 63.7 22.9 5.1 8.3


100.0 67.2 15.3 5.5 12.0


100.0 72.9 11.8 5.8 9.6


100.0 69.7 13.1 5.8 11.4


100.0 68.8 11.9 7.5 11.8


100.0 69.9 14.6 5.4 10.0


100.0 67.6 17.0 6.3 9.1


100.0 70.1 10.8 4.8 14.2


100.0 78.0 * * 13.4
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Table 19. Percent distribution of cost of nonprescribed medicines, by place from which obtained

according tO chronic activity limitation status and age: united states, July lg64.JUne 1965


interviews nonhstitutional Thesurvey general andinform
[Dataarebasedonhousehold ofthecivilian, population. design, qualifications, wtian

onthereliahility aregiven I.Definitions aregiven II]
oftheestimates inAppendix ofterms inAppendix


Cost by place from which obtained


Total
Chronic activity limitation status and age
 hcost
All persons


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years ...


65 years and over


Persons with no chronic conditions


All ages


Under 15 years --------------.-----+---


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years-..-....--------................---


65 years and over


Persons with 1+ chronic conditions


AH ages.......-----------.........-----


Under 15 years


15-24 years-. .----------------


25-44 years ................----------


45-64 years


65 years and over


With no limitation of activity


All ages


Under 15 years .-------


15-24 years........- .........--------


25-44 years


45-64 years ........-.........-..-.---


65 years And over


Percent distribution


100.0 65.3 20.1 4.7 9.9 

100.0 65.1 18.8 5.5 10.7 

100.0 62.5 24.9 4.1 8.5 

100.0 63.5 23.0 5.0 8.5 

100.0 65.6 18.6 4’.5 11.4 

100.0 70.6 16.1 3.6 9.7 

100.0 63.5 21.4 5.3 9.7 

100.0 65.3 18.7 5.7 10.3 

100.0 60.9 27.8 4.3 7.0 

100.0 60.4 26.2 5.3 8.1 

100.0 65.0 17.1 5.7 12.2 

100.0 64.9 >* * * 

100.0 66.2 19.5 4.3 10.0


100.0 64.5 19.1 4.9 11.6 

100.0 63.8 22.6 4.0 9.6 

100.0 64.7 21.8 4.9 8.6 

100.0 65.7 18.9 4.2 11.1 

100.0 70.9 16.0 3.7 9.4 

100.0 64.7 19.4 5.0 10.9


100.0 64.3 18.5 5.2 11.9 

100.0 64.0 21.6 4.3 10.1 

100.0 65.0 21.3 5.6 8.1 

100.0 63.3 18.8 4.6 13.2 

100.0 69.0 12.9 5.4 12.; 
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Table 19. Percent distribution of costof nonprescribed medicines,by place from which obtained ac.

cording to chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965—Con.


[IhItn
mo husod on	 household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Cost by place from which obtained


Chronic activity limitation status and age Total

cost Drug Grocery Depart- Other


ment and
store store ~
 store unknown


With limitation, but not in major activityl Percent distribution


All ages..................-------------- 100.0 65.0 19.1 4.4 11.5 

Under 15 years--------........---------.-.---- 100.0 58.0 * * * 

15-24 years 100.0 49.8 * * * 

25-44 years 100.0 65.6 18.5 * 13.5 

45-64 years 100.0 66.1 16.3 * 10.7 

65 years and over ................----- 100.0 67.9 17.8 * 10.2 

With limitation in amount or kind of

major activityl


All ages 100.0 69.6 20.2 3.0 7.2 “ 

Under 15 years................................ 100.0 71.1 * * * 

15-24 years 100.0 74.4 * * * 

25-44 years..................------.-- 100.0 61.8 27.5 * 8.1 

45-64 years 100.0 71.0 19.9 * 6.2 

65 years and over 100.0 70.6 17.5 3.5 8.4 

Unable to carry on major activityl


All ages 100.0 72.7 19.1 * 7.0 

Under 15 years...........................----- * * * * * 

15-24 years............................-..--.- * * * * * 

25-44 years 100.0 * * * * 

45-64 years......-------------------------.-.- 100.0 68.5 21.1 * * 

65 years and over 100.0 75.6 16.9 * 6.0 

1 
Major activityrefers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activ­

ities. 
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Table 20. Percent distribution of cost of nonprescribed medicines, by place from which obtained

according to residence and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


[Data are based011household interview of the civilimr, noninstitutional population. The surveydeeign, general qualifications, and infrmrmtio. 
on the reliability of the estimatee are given in Appendix L Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Residence and age


All areas 

All ages--------------------------------

Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over-----------------------------


All SMSA


All ages--------------------------------


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years------------------------------------


45-64 years


65 years and over-----------------------------


Outside of SMSA—nonfazm


All ages 

Under 15 years 

15-24 years 

25-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over-----------------------------

Outside of SMSA—farm


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over-----------------------------


Cost by place from which obtained


Total I I I


cost Drug Grocery 
Depart- Other 

ment andstore store 
store unknown 

Percent distribution


100.0 65.3 20.1 4,7 9.9 

100.0 65.1 18.8 5.5 10.7 

100.0 62.5 24.9 4.1 8.5 

100.0 “63.5 23.0 5.0 8.5 

100.0 65.6 18.6 4.5 11.4 

100.0 70.6 16.1 3.6 9.7 

100.0 68.6 15.5 5.8 1o.1.


100.0 68.0 15.2 6.2 10.5


100.0 67.2 20.5 5.3 7.1

100.0 66.8 18.9 5.7 8.6


100.0 69.0 12.6 5.9 12.6


100.0 74.0 10.1 5.3 10.6


100.0 58.8 29.4 2.5 9.2


100.0 59.8 26.7 3.9 9.7


100.0 53.3 32.6 * 12.2


100.0 55.5 33.0 3.5 8.0


100.0 58.8 30.0 * 9.3


100.0 65.,8 25.0 * 8.1


100.0 55.8 32.6 ;$: 10.4 

100.0 48.0 30.2 9< 19.4 

100.0 50.6 42.6 >,< -1< 

100.0 54.2 34.8 * 9; 

100.0 58.8 33.8 3: +$ 

100.0 63.9 26.0 ;’: -k 
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Table 21.	 Percent distribution of cost of nonprescribed medicines, by place from which obtained

according to geographic region and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


[Dots
me based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
I.Definitions aregiven II]on the reliability of the estimates are given inAppendix ofterms inAppendix 

Cost by place from which obtained


Total
Geographic region and age cost Drug Grocery Depart- Other

ment and


All regions


AU ages--------------------------------


Under 15 years

15-24 years

25-44 years

45-64 yeara

65 years and over-----------------------------


Northeast


All ages--------------------------------


Under 15 years--------------------------------

15-24 years

25-44 yeara-----------------------------------

45-64 years-----------------------------------

65 years and over-----------------------------


North Central


All ages--------------------------------


Under 15 years--------------------------------

15-24 years-----------------------------------

25-44 years

45-64 years

65 years and over-----------------------------


South


All ages


Under 15 years

15-24 years-----------------------------------

25-44 years

45-64 years-----------------------------------

65 years and over-----------------------------


West


All ages--------------------------------


Under 15 years--------------------------------

15-24 years----------------------------------

25-44 years

45-64 years

65 years and over----------------------------­


store store
 store unknown


Percent distribution 

100.0 65.3 20.1 4.7 9.9 

100.0 
100.0 

65.1 18.8 
62.5 24.9 H 10.7 

100.O 
100.0 
100.0 

63.5 23.0 
;;.; 18.6 

. 16.1 
;:: 
3.6 

%2 
11.4 
9.7 

100.0 72.9 13.1 6.7 7.3 

100.0 74.6 11.6 6.8 7.0 
100.0 70.6 19.1 * * 
100.O 72.4 14.9 
100.0 
100.0 

70.8 
76.7 

12.4 
8.8 

::; 
7.0 

1::: 
7.5 

100.0 66.5 17.4 5.8 10.2 

100.0 62.8 17.8 12.1 
100.0 64.6 22.6 ::: 6.6 
100.0 63.0 21,7 6.3 
100.0 
100.0 

68.7 
75.7 

14.3 
11.0 

4.7 
4.7 

1;:; 
8.6 

100.0 60.3 29.6 2.3 7.8 

100.0 62.5 25.2 2.7 9.6 
100.0 56.6 34.3 7.2 
100.0 58.9 30.4 3.: 
100.0 59.8 31.4 2.1 ::: 
100.0 63.0 28.1 * 7.8 

100.0 61.5 19.0 4.0 15.5 
—— 

100.0 58.6 21.0 5.1 15.3 
100.0 59.5 22.1 15.3 
100.0 59.7 24.4 4.; 11.9 
100.0 63.3 12.9 4.6 19.2 
100.0 68.2 12.8 * 16.7 
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Table 22. Percent distribution of cost of nonprescribed medicines, by place from which obtained 
according to family size and age: United States, July 1964.June 1965 

@ata me bqaf on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualification, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Ij 

Cost by place from which obtained


TotalFamily size and age 
cost Drug Grocery Depart- O::y 

mentstore store store unknown 

All family sizes Percent distribution 

All ages 100.0 65.3 20.1 4.7 9.9 

Under 15 years 100.0 65.1 18.8 5.5 10.7 

15-24 years 100.0 62.5 24.9 4.1 8.5 

25-44 years 100.0 63.5 23.0 5.0 8.5 

45-64 years ........--------... 100.0 65.6 18.6 4.5 11.4 

65 years and over 100.0 70.6 16.1 3.6 9.7 

l-member family


All ages 100.0 70.7 16.4 2.7 10.2 

Under 15 years * * * * * 

15-24 years 100.0 70.0 13.0 * 14.5 

25-44 years ................---------- 100.0 66.5 21.7 * * 

45-64 years 100.0 72.3 15.5 * 10.2 

65 years and over ...-..-...........--- 100.0 71.4 16.4 * 10.1 

2-member family


All ages 100.0 66.2 17.6 4.4 11.8 

Under 15 years 100.0 50.9 * * 32.2 

15-24 years 100.0 61.6 27.9 * 7.1 

25-44 years 100.0 64.5 22.9 * 9.2 

45-64 years 100.0 65.4 16.7 4.7 13.1 

65 years and over 100.0 70.2 14.8 4.4 10.5 

3-member family


All ages 100.0 67.3 19.7 5.7 7.3 

Under 15 years 100.0 67.3 14.4 7.5 10.8 
15-24 years 100.0 65.1 24.8 * * 
25-44 years 100.0 67.7 19.6 5.5 7.2 

45-64 years 100.0 66.8 21.6 5.8 5.9 

65 years and over 100.0 70.8 18.0 * 7.0 
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Table 22.	 Percent distribution of cost of nonprescribed medicines, by place from which obtained 
according to family size and age: united states, July 1964.June 1965_cona 

@attiwe based on ho.sebold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Id 

Family size and age


4-member family


All ages ........--------.-.--..-


Under 15 years---...---.......................


15-24 years...................................


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


5-member family


All ages


Under 15 years ........--------


15-24 years 

25-44 years


45-64 years ---.-------.-------


65 years and over


6-member family


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years-..-..-...--..--.=----------------­


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


i’-memberfamily or more


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years........-------------------.-----


65 years and over


Cost by place from which obtained


Total I I I 

cost 
Drug Grocery Depart- Other 

store store ment and

store unknown


Percent distribution


100.( 63.8 19.2 6.1 11.0 

100.C 67.4 16.0 6.7 9.8 

100.0 61.0 25.6 * 8.4 

100.C 62.6 20.2 6.1 11.2 

100.0 59.5 18.4 5.8 16.4 

100.0 73.9 * * * 

100.0 64.6 22.4 4.1 8.9 

100.0 66.4 19.8 4.5 9.2 

100.0 55.2 28.3 * 12.5 

100.0 65.2 23.9 4.1 6.9 

100.0 62.8 23.4 * 10.4 

100.0 76.7 * * YC 

100.0 63.3 23.9 4.7 8.0


100.0 63.3 20.7 6.0 10.1 
100.0 66.4 25.1 * 3.7 

100.0 61.7 27.6 * 7.2 

100.0 66.7 * * 6.5 

* * * * * 

100.0 57.2 28.9 3.7 10.2 

100.0 60.7 24.9 * 11.8 

100.0 55.1 33.5 * * 

100.0 53.0 31.6 * .9.5 

100.0 56.3 34.2 * * 

* * * * * 
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Table 23. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, color, education

of head of family, family income, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


design, qualifications,
l&team based cm household interviews of the civilian, rrmirwtitutiorml population. Thesurvey general andhformation 
on the reliability aregiven I.Definitions aregiven 1]oftheestimates h Appendix oftenis h .4ppendix 

Family income and age


All incomesl


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


Under $2,000


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


$2,000-$3,999


!

All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-6& years


65 years and over


Sex Color Education of head 
of family 

Total


Non-

Male Female White white


Population in thousands


188,430 11,311 97,119


59,424 )0,221 29,203


28,219 .3,467 14,752


45,299 !1,613 23,686


38,196 .8,401 19,795


17,292 7,610 9,683


20,229 8,742 11,487


4,577 2,369 2,208


3,284 1,581 1,703


2,54i 1,073 1,474


4,104 1,521 2,582


5,71; 2,198 3,520


29,59( 13,800 15,790


8,94[ 4,498 4,450


4,79( 2,261 2,529


5,20: 2,331 2,871


5,89; 2,386 3,511


4375: 2,322 2,429


166,133 22,297


50,679 8,745


24,728 3,491


40,195 5,104


34,587 3,609


15,944 1,348 

14,3811 5,847


2,252 2,326


2,433 85C


1,551 996


3,095 1,009


5,050 667


23,146 6,444


6,155 2,79Z


3,784 l,oof


3,873 1,329


4,914 98?T33:4,420


57,061 )8,319 )8,957 

15,071 10,293 L2,952


7,331 L4,224 6,127


10,051 ~3,076 L1,391


14,845 L5,937 6,432


9,764 4,788 2,054


12,058 5,838 1,569 

2,737 1,533 103 

1,097 1,213 840 

1,354 92C 190 

2,810 976 200 

4,060 1,196 236 

14,619 11,94C 2,227


4,13C 4,12t 468


1,81$ 2,245 641


2,264 2,386 410


3,422 1,96; 309


2,984 1,212 398
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Table 23. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, color, education

of head of family, family income, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965—Con.


[DatII interviews noairwtitutionrd Thesurvey general andinformation
mm basedcmhousehold oftheoivilimr, poprdatiom desiga, qualifications,

onthereliability aregiven L Definitions aregiven II]
oftheestimates h Appendix ofterms inAppendix


II Education of head
Sex I Color I of family 

Family income and age Total


$4,000-$6,999


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


+7,000-$9,999


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


$10,000 and over


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


, 25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


1

Includes unknown income.


Male Female White	 Non- Under 9

white years


Population in thousands


56,194 27,741 28,454 50,793 5,402 16,325


19,823 10,062 9,762 17,774 2,049 4,.921


8,454 3,864 4,590 7,576 878 2,211


14,697 7,190 7,508 13,272 1,425 3,493


10,392 5,246 5,147 9,520 872 4,382


2,828 1,380 1,448 2,649 178 1,318


39,020 19,497 19,524 37,036 1,985 7,126


13,648 6,944 6,704 12,938 710 1,856


5,319 2,504 2,815 5,008 311 1,088


11,615 5,726 5,889 10,996 618 1,605


7,140 3,726 3,414 6,841 299 2,084


1,298 597 701 1,252 * 494


33,618 16,973 16,645 32,321 1,297 3,783 

10,056 5,141 4,915 9,680 375 771 

4,884 2,530 2,354 4,652 232 643 

9,300 4,401 4,899 8,879 421 822 

8,006 4,280 3,726 7,779 228 1,236 

1,372 621 751 1,332 * 311 

9-12 13+

years years


31,206 7,675


12,026 2,584


4,783 1,323


8,624 2,354


4,756 1,011


1,018 404


21,763 9,757


7,848 3,840


3,098 1,093


6,586 3,322


3,769 1,193


461 309


13,382 16,146


3,647 5,556


2,194 1,997


3,646 4,758


3,402 3,293


493 541


NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports

on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,

and P-60.
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Table 24. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, chronic activity

limitation status, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


[Data are based cm household interviews of the eivilien, ncminstit.tionrd population: Thesurvey general end informationdesign, quehfications,

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of temrs are given in Appendix JI] 

Chronic activity limitation status and age	 Both Male Female
sexes


All persons Population in thousands I


All ages 188,430 91,311 97,119 

Under 15 years 59,424 30,221 29,203 

15-24 years 28,219 13,467 14,752 

25-44 years 45,299 21,613 23,686 

45-64 years 38,196 18,401 19,795 

65 years and over------------------------------------------ 17,292 7,610 9,683 

Persons with no chronic conditions


All ages--------------------------------------------- 101,129 50,628 50,501 

Under 15 years--------------------------------------------- 47,203 23,552 23,651 

15-24 years 17,847 8,726 9,120 

25-44 years----*------------------------------------------- 20,286 10,340 9,947 

45-64 years 12,919 6,631 6,288 

65 years and over------------------------------------------ 2,874 1,379 1,495 

Persons with 1+ chronic conditions


All ages 87,301 40,683 46,618 

Under 15 years 12,222 6,669 5,552 

15-24 years 10,372 4,740 5,631 

25-44 years 25,013 11,273 13,739 

45-64 years 25,277 11,770 13,507 

65 years and over 14,418 6,230 8,188 

With no limitation of activity 

All ages--------------------------------------------- 64,693 29,843 34,851 

Under 15 years--------------------------------------------- 11,062 6,024 5,038 

15-24 years------------------------------------------------ 9,092 4,111 4,982 

25-44 years------------------------------------------------ 20,827 9>470 11,358 

45-64 years------------------------------------------------ 17,753 8,098 9,655 

65 years and over------------------------------------------ 5,959 2,141 3,818 
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Table 24. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, chronic activity

limitation status, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965—Con.


of the civilian, mminstitutiondbata are bmsed on ho.sehoId interviews WIwlatiomThe survey design, general qualifi@K% and info~ation 
L 

of theon the reliability estimates S& given in Appen~x”I. Definitions of tekrs ar; gi;en in Appendix H] 

Both

Chronic activity limitation status and age Male Female
sexes


With limitation, but not in major activityl Population in thousands


All ages--------------------------------------------- 5,921 2,304 3,617 

Under 15 years 558 317 242 

15-24 years 570 261 309 

25-44 years 1,576 592 984 

45-64 years 1,981 768 1,213 

65 years and over 1,235 366 868 

With limitation in amount or kind of major activityl 

All ages--------------------------------------------- 12,594 5,690 6,904 

Under 15 years 475 260 215


15-24 years 595 307 288


25-44 years 2,289 985 1,305


45-64 years 4,535 2,109 2,426


65 years and over------------------------------------------ 4,699 2,028 2,671


Unable to carry on major activityl


All ages--------------------------------------------- 4,092 2,847 1,246 

Under 15 years 126 68 58 

15-24 years 114 62 52 

25-44 years------------------------------------------------ 319 226 93 

45-64 years------------------------------------------------ 1,007 795 212 

, 
65 years and over------------------------------------------ 2,525 1,695 83Q


lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activ­

ities.


NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports

on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,

and P-60.
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Table 25. Populationused in obtainingratea shown in this publication,by residence,geographic 
region, and age: United States,July 1964-June1965 

am based ofti-Ie .oninstit.timml Thesurvey general andinformation[Data cmIm.sehoM interviews civilkm, population: design, qualifications, 
ontheIeliahilityestimatesgiven I.Definitions aregiven II]ofthe are inAppendix ofterms inAppendix


Residence


Geographicregion and age Outside of SMSA

All All

areas SMSA I


Nonfarm Farm


All regiona Populationin thousands


All ages 188,43C 120,781 56,095 11,554


Under 15 yeara 59,42~ 37,715 17,952 3,754

15-24 yeara 28,215 17,86C 8,593 1,765

25-44 years 45,295 30,437 12,692 2,170

45-64 veals 38,19f 24,51~ 11,008 2,672

65 yea;s and over 17,292 10,24S 5,850 1,193


Northeaat


All agea 46,68: 36,691 9,457 535


Under 15 years 13,645 10,597 2,912

15-24 years 6,755 5,207 1,452

25-44 yeara 11,625 9,270 2,261

45-64 yeara 10,196 8,121 1,944

65 years and over 4,461 3,495 888


North Central


All agea 53,808 33,270 15,849 4,689


Under 15 years 17,270 10,758 4,953 1,558

15-24 yeara 7,887 4,950 2,255 682

25-44 veara 12,526 8,17Li 3,449 902

45-64 bears 10,976 6,759 3,122 1,095

65 years and over 5,149 2,628 2,070 452


South


All ages 57,161 27,825 23,895 5,442


Under 15 years 18,269 8,921 7,569 1,779

15-24 yeara 9,119 4,343 3,921 855

25-’44years 13,540 7,129 5,407 1,003
45-64 years 1;,;$: 5,286 4,735 1,222
65 years and over > 2,146 2,262 583 ‘ 

w=


All ages 30,778 22,995 6,894 889


Under 15 yeara 10,241 7,441 2,517 282

15-24 years 4.458 3,360 965 ‘L33

24-44 yeara 7;608 5,863 1,574 171

45-64 yeara 5,781 4,350 1,207 223

65 years and over 2,691 1,981 630 80


NOTE: For officialpopulationestimatesfor more generaluse, see Bureau of the Census reports

on the civilianpopulationof the United States in Current PopulationReports: SeriesP-20, P-25,

and P-60.
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Table 26. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by family income, family

size, and age: United States, July 1964-June 1965


[Date. interviews noninstitutional Thesurvey general andinformationam basedonhousehold ofthecivilian, population. design, qualifications, 
onthereliability areof the estimatee given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix U] 

Family size and age


All family sizes


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years------------------------------------------------


65 years and over-----------------------------------------­


l-member family


All ages---------------------------------------------


Under 15 years


15-24 years------------------------------------------------


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over------------------------------------------


2-member family


All ages


Under 15 years


L5-24 years------------------------------------------------


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over------------------------------------------


3-member family


All ages------------------------,---------------------


Under 15 years


15-24 years------------------------------------------------


25-44 years------------------------------------------------


45-64 years


65 years and over------------------------------------------


Family income 

All Under $4,000

incomesl $4,000 and over


Population in thousands


188,430 49,81E 128,833 

59,424 13,526 43,527 

28,219 8,07? 18,657 

45,299 7,749 35,612 

38,196 10,001 25,539 

17,292 10,470 5,498 

13,131 8,897 3,530 

96 * * 

2,482 1,990 402 

2,196 887 1,238 

4>025 2,371 1,442 

4,331 3,607 409 

32,081 11,890 18,173


610 385 205 

3,113 1,023 1,983 

4,755 1,003 3,493 

15,048 4,079 9,940 

8,554 5,400 2,553 

29,977 6>970 21,353 

5,734 1,581 3,938 

5,929 1,552 4>077 

7,698 1,274 6,042 

8,220 1,588 6,059 

2,397 975 1,237 
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Table 26. Populationused in obtainingrates shown in this publication,by family income, family

size, and age: United States,July 1964-June1965—Con.


~atame based orr household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualification% and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of temrs sre given in .4ppendix Ij 

Family income


Family size and age 
All Under a::,::)= 

incomesl $4,000 

4-member family


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


5-memberfamily


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


6-memberfamily


All ages


Under 15 years


15-24 years


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


7-memb(xfamily or more


All ages


Under 15 years


l5-24,years-----------------------------------------------2


25-44 years


45-64 years


65 years and over


llncludesunkno~ incomes


Populationin thousands


36,611 5,979 28,854 

13,152 2,412 10,2/6 

6,139 1,159 4,609 

11,221 1,383 9,410 

5,221 789 4,014 

879 236 545 

30,391 4,823 24,255 

13,974 2,328 11,153 

4,214 801 3,188 

8,874 1,110 7,415 

2,801 477 2,147 

527 107 352 

19,550 3,299 15,382 

10,152 1,791 7,973 

2,539 474 1,921 

5,215 719 4,290 

1,326 253 969 

318 60 229 

26,689 7,961 17,285 

15,706 4,986 9,942 

3,802 1,075 2,476 

5,341 1,373 3,725 

1,553 443 969 

287 84 173 

NOTE: For officialpopulationestimatesfor more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports

on the civilianpopulationof the United States in Current PopulationReports: Series P-20, P-25,

and P-60.
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APPENDIX I


TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS


Background of This Report 

‘fhis report is one of a series of statistical reports 
prepared by the National Health Survey. It is based on 
information collected in a continuing nationwide sample 
of households in the Health Interview Survey, a major 
part of the program. 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question­
naire which obtains, in addition to personal and demo-
graphic characteristics, information on illnesses, inju­
ries, chronic conditions and impairments, and other 
health topics. As data relating to each of these various 
broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate re-
ports are issued which cover one or more of the spe­
cific topics. The present report is based on the consoli­
dated sample for 52 weeks of interviewing ending June 
1965. 

The population covered by the sample for the Health 
Interview Survey is the civilian, noninstitutional popu­
lation of the United States living at the time of the in­
terview. The sample does not include members of the 
Armed Forces, U.S. nationals living in foreign coun­
tries, or crews of vessels. 

Statistical Design of the 

Health Interview Survey 

CWsenz2 plan.— The sampling plan of the surveyfol-
10WSa multistage probability design which permits a 
continuous sampling of the civilian population of the 
United States. The first stage of this design consists of 
drawing a sample of 357 from about 1,900 geographically 
defined primary sampling units (PSU’S) into which the 
United States has been divided. A PSU is a county, a 
group of contiguous counties, or a standard metropoli­
tan statistical area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the remain­
ing stages can be combined and treated in this discus­
sion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’S, then, ultimate 
stage units called segments are defined in such a man­
ner that each segment contains an expected nine house-
holds. A segment consists of a cluster of neighboring 
households or addresses. Two general types of seg­

ments are used: (1) area segments which are defined 
geographically, and (2) B segments which are defined 
from a list of addresses from the Decennial Census and 
Survey of Construction. Each week a random sample of 
about 90 segments is drawn. In the approximately 800 
households in these segments, household members are 
interviewed concerning factors related to health. 

Since the household members interviewed each week 
are a representative sample of the population, samples 
for successive weeks can be combined into larger sam­
ples. Thus the design permits both continuous measure­
ment of characteristics of high incidence or prevalence 
in the population and, through the larger consolidated 
samples, more detailed analysis of less common char­
acteristics and smaller categories. The continuous col­
lection has administrative and operational advantages 
as well as technical assets, since it permits field work 
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff. 

Sample size and geographic detail. —The national 
sample plan for the 12-month period ending June 1965 
included about 134,000 persons from 42,000 households 
in about 4,700 segments. 

The overall sample was designed in such a fashion 
that tabulations can be provided for each of the major 
geographic regions and for urban and rural sectors of 
the United States. 

Collection of data.— Field operations for the house-
hold survey are performed by the Bureau of the Census 
under specifications established by the National Center 
for Health Statistics. In accordance with these specifica­
tions the Bureau of the Census selects the sample, con-
ducts the field interviewing as an agent of the Center, and 
performs a manual edit and coding of the question­
naires. The Health Interview Survey, using Center elec­
tronic computers, carries out further editing and 
tabulates the edited data. 

Estimathg methods. —Each statistic produced by 
the survey—for example, the cost of prescribed medi­
cines during a specified period—is the result of two 
stages of ratio estimation. In the first of these, the 
control factor is the ratio of the 1960 decennial popula­
tion count to the 1960 estimated population in the Na­
tional Health Survey’s first-stage sample of PSU’S. 
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These factors are applied for some 25 color-residence 
classes. 

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the 
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for 
current population in about 60 age-sex-color classes 
are computed and serve as second-stage factors for 
ratio estimating. 

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to 
make the sample more closely representative of the 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re­
ducing sampling variance. 

As noted, each week’s sample represents the pop­
ulation living during that week and characteristics of 
that population. Consolidation of samples over a time 
period, say a calendar quarter, produces estimates of 
average characteristics of the U.S. population for that 
calendar quarter. Similarly, population data for a year 
are averages of the four quarterly figures. 

For statistics measuring the number of occurrences 
during a specified time period, such as the number of 
acquisitions of prescribed medicines, a similar compu­
tational procedure is used, but the statistics are inter­
preted differently. For these items, the questionnaire 
asks for the respondent’s experience during the 2 
calendar weeks prior to the week of interview. In such 
instances the estimated quarterly total for the statistic 
is simply 6.5 times the average 2-week estimate pro­
duced by the 13 successive samples taken during the 
period. The annual total is the sum of the four quarters. 
Thus, the experience of persons interviewed duying a 
yeay— experience which actually occurred for each 
person in a 2-calendar-week interval prior to week of 
interview—is treated as though it measured the total 
of such experience during the yeay. Such interpretation 
leads to no significant bias. 

General Qualifications 

Nowesponse.— Data were adjusted for nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputes to persons in a house-
hold which was not interviewed the characteristics of 
persons in households in the same segment which were 
interviewed. The total noninterview rate was 5 percent— 
1 percent was refusal, and the remainder was primarily 
due to the failure to find any eligible household re­
spondent after repeated trials. 

The intemiew #yocess.—The statistics presented 
in this report are based on replies secured in inter-
views of persons in the sampled households. Each per-
son 19 years of age and over, available at the time of 
interview, was interviewed individually. Proxy re­
spondents within the household were employed for 
children and for adults not available at the time of the 
interview, provided the respondent was closely related 
to the person about whom information was being ob­
tained. 

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic 
and other information collected in household inter-
views. For diagnostic information, the household re­
spondent can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only 
the information the physician has given the family. For 
conditions not medically attended, diagnostic informa­
tion is often no more than a description of symptoms. 
However, other facts, such as the number of disability 
days caused by the condition, can be obtained more ac­
curately from household members than from any other 
source, since only the persons concerned are in a posi ­
tion to report this information. 

Rounding of nr.mzbem.-’l%e original tabulations on 
which the data in this report are based show all esti­
mates to the nearest whole unit. All consolidations 
were made from the original tabulations using the es­
timates to the nearest unit. In the final published tables 
the figures are rounded to the nearest thousand, although 
these are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distribut­
ions are computed after the estimates on which these 
are based have been rounded to the nearest thousand. 

Population f@.wes.-Some of the published tables 
include population figures for specified categories. Ex­
cept for certain overall totals by age and sex, which 
are adjusted to independent estimates, these figures 
are based on the sample of households in the National 
Health Survey. These are given primarily to provide 
denominators for rate computation, and for this pur­
pose are more appropriate for use with the accom­
panying measures of health characteristics than other 
population data that may be available. In some instances 
these will permit users to recombine published data 
into classes more suitable to their specific needs. With 
the exception of the overall totals by age and sex, men­
tioned almve, the population figures differ from corre­
sponding figures (which are derived from different 
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of the Cen­
sus. For ~pulation data for general use, see the offi­
cial estimates presented in Bureau of the Census re-
ports in the P-20, P-25, and P-60 series. 

Reliability of Estimates 

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they 
will differ somewhat from the figures that would have 
been obtained if a complete census had been taken using 
the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per­
sonnel and procedures. As in any survey, the results 
are also subject to measurement error. 

The standard error is primarily a measure of 
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might 
occur by chance because only a sample of the popula­
tion is surveyed. As calculated for this reFQrt, the 
standard error also reflects part of the variation which 
arises in the measurement process. It does not include 
estimates of any biases which might lie in the data. 
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The chancesare about68 outof 100thatan estimate

from thesamplewoulddiffer
from a completecensus

bylessthanthestandard
error,The chancesareabout

95 out of 100 thatthedifference
wouldbe lessthan

twicethestandarderrorandabout99outof100thatit

wouldbe lessthan2%timesaslarge.


The relativestandarderror of an estimateis

obtainedby dividing
thestandarderroroftheestimate

bytheestimateitself
andisexpressedasa percentage

oftheestimate.
Includedinthisappendixare charts


_— -
Guide to Use of Relative 

The code shown belowidentifies
theappropriate

curve to be used in estimating standard
therelative

errorofthestatistic The fourcomponents
described. 

? of each code describethe statisticas follows:(1)


Statiatic


Number of:

Persons in the U.S. populationor total number


from whichtherelative
standarderrorscanbedeter­

minedforestimates A description
showninthereport.

oftheclassesofstatistics
usedintheHealthInterview

Surveyandgeneralrulesfordetermining sam­
relative 
plingerrorsare presentedin AppendixIof“Current 
Estimates,”Vital and Health Statistics, Series10, 
No. 25. 

The following theappropriateguideindicates rules

and chartsto be used in deriving standard
relative

errorsforestimates
showninthisreport.


—.-— 
Standard Error Charts 

A=aggregate, (2)thenumberofcalendar
P=percentage;

quarters (3)thetypeofthestatistic;
ofdatacollection;


asdescribed \,
and (4)therangeofthestatistic inVital ; 
andHealth Statistics, Series10,No.25. 

Use:


Rule Code on page


i.nany age-aex category thereof Not subjet to samplingerror

.


Persons in any other populationgroup L <A4AN . _54

../ -


Acqui.si.tiona
of prescribedmedicines 1 A4BM 54


Cost of medicines 1 A4BW 54 

Acqui.siti,ons:

Per person in total U.S. populationor in any

age-aex group thereof 4(a) A4BM 54


Numer.: A4BM 54
Per person in any other populationgroup 4(b) 
{ Denom.: A4AN 54


Coat of medicine: 
Per person in total U.S. populationor in any 
age-aex group thereof 4(a) A4BW 54 

Per person in any other populationgroup 4(b) Numer.:A4BW 54 
IDenom.:A4AN 54 

Per acquiai,tLon 4(b) Numer.: A4BW 
IDenorn.:A4BM 

54 
54 

Percenta e distributionof: 
Cost oE medicine 2 P4BW 55 

AcquiaLtions 2 P4BN-M 56 
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Relativestandarderrorq for aggregatesbased on four quaz-hersof dats collection

fox data of all types and ranges 

Size of estimate (in thousands)


Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 2,000,000 (on scale at bottom of chart) for a

Narrow range Type A statistic (code: AWN) has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent,

(read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 72,000 (3.6 percent of

2,000,000).For a Wide range Type B statistic (code: A4BW), an aggregate of 6,000,000 has

a relative error of 16.0 percent or a standard error of 960,000 (16pexcent of 6,000,000).
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Relative standard errors for percentages based on four quarters of data collection 
for type B-data, Wide range 

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions) 

Base of:

1 

10 100 

Estimated percentage


Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on

an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 24.5 percent (read from scale


at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 in­

tersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points is

equal to 20 percent X 24.5 percent or 4.9 percentage points.
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Relative standard errcm?.for percmtages based on four quarters of dEti Coztecticm 
for type B data, Narrow and Medium range 

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)

1 

Estimated percentage


Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on

an estimate Qf 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 17.O percent (read from scale


at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000in-

tersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points is

eaual to nercent X 17.0 Percent or 3.4 percentage points.
—=——_—. —. . —. 
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APPENDIX II 

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 

Terms Relating to Acquisition and Cost 

of Medicines 

In order to obtain accurate and complete information 
relating to the acquisition and cost of medicines, the 
reference period is limited~to the 2-week period prior 
to interview. The collected data are then appropriately 
weighted to provide annual estimates for medicine items. 

P~escribed medicine. — Prescribed medicine is de-

fined as (1) any medicine obtained on a doctor’s 
written prescription, (2) any medicine which has been 
prepared on the basis of a doctor’s telephone call to a 
pharmacist, or (3) any medicine given by the doctor 
(or nurse) to the person to take home. Medicine ob­
tained as a refill of a previous prescription is con­
sidered as prescribed medicine. Excluded are med­
icines and injections administered to the person in a 
medic:al facility. 

Acquisition of prescribed medicine. —Each time 
the medicine is actually obtained on the basis of a 
prescription for a person, it is considered to be an 
acquisition. If the medicine was specifically prescribed 
for two persons, it would be counted as two acquisitions. 
Each time the p~escription is refilled it is considered 
as a separate acquisition. 

Cost pe~ acquisition of prescribed medicine. — The 
amount paid (or to be paid) by the person, his family 

or friends, and any part paid by health insurance is 
recorded for each acquisition of medicine for each 
person. If the medicine was obtained without cost, 
the source from which the medicine was obtained free 
of charge is recorded. If the medicine was obtained for 

two persons, half of the cost is allocated for each per-
son. Similarly if the medicine was obtained twice for 
one person, half the total cost would be allocated per 
acquisition. 

‘“” Notzpvescvibed medicine. -Nonprescribed medi­
cine is defined as medicines obtained without a pre­
scription. The term includes tonics, pills, salves, 
ointments, vitamins, first-aid items, and other med­
icines or medications. 

Users of nonpveseribed medicine.— For each non-
prescribed medicine obtained, the persons in the family 
who used or might use the medicine are recorded. 

Cost of no}tpyescvibed medicine dwing period per 
usc’r. — The amount paid (or to be paid) for a given type 
of nonprescribed medicine actually obtained during a 

period of time is allocated equally among each user 
(or potential user) of the medicine. Nonprescribed 
medicine obtained “free from doctor” (or other source) 
is recorded as having no cost. 

Terms Relating to Disability 

‘lChYonic activity limitation. — Persons with chronic 
conditions are classified into four categories according 
to the extent to which their activities are limited at 
present as a result of these conditions. Since the usual 
activities of preschool children, school-age children, 
housewives, and workers and other persons differ, a 
different set of criteria is used for each group. There 
is a general similarity between them, however, as will 
be seen in the descriptions of the four categories below: 

1. Persons unable to carvy on major activity foY 
theiy g?wp (major activity refers to ability to

work, keep house, or go to school)

Preschool children: inability to take part in


ordinary play with other 
children. 

School-age children: inability to go to school. 
Housewives: inability to do any house-

work. 
Workers and all 
other persons: inability to work at a job 

or business. 

2.	 PeYsons limited in the amount or kind of majov 
activity peyfovmed (major activity refers to 
ability to work, keep house, or go to school) 
Preschool children: limited in the amount or 

kind of play with other 
children, e.g., need spe­
cial I est periods, cannot 
play strenuous games, 
cannot play for long pe­
riods at a time. 

School-age children:	 limited to certain types 
of schools or in school at­
tendance, e.g., need spe­
cial schools or special 
teaching, cannot go to 
school full time or for 
long periods at a time. 
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Housewives:	 limited in amount or kind 
of housework, i.e., cannot 
lift children, wash or iron,’ 
or do housework for long 
periods at a time. 

Workers and all

other persons: limited in amount or kind


of work, e.g., need spe­
cial working aids or spe­
cial rest periods at work, 
cannot work full time or 
for long periods at a time, 
cannot do strenuous work. 

3.	 Pevsons not limited in major activity but other-
wise Zimited (major activiw refers to ability to 

‘- LU EIULIUU1)work, keep house, or &U ‘-
Preschool children: not classified in this cate­

gory. 
School-age children:	 not limited in going to 

school but limited in par­
ticipation in athletics or 
other extracurricular ac­
tivities. 

Housewives:	 not limited in housework 
but limited in other ac­
tivities, such as church, 
clubs, hobbies, civic proj­
ects or shopping. 

Workers and all 
other persons:	 not limited in regular 

work activities but limit­
ed in other activities, 
such as church, clubs, 
hobbies, civic projects, 
sports, or games. 

4.	 Persons not limited in activities 
Includes persons with chronic conditions whose 
activities are not limited in any of the ways de-
scribed above. 

Demographic Terms 

.’ Age.—The age recorded for each person is the age 
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and 
grouped in a variety of distributions depending upon the 
purpose of the table. 

~ CO1OY.—In this report, the population has been sub-
divided into two groups according to race, “white” and 
“nonwhite. “ “Nonwhite” includes Negro, American In­
dian, Chinese, Japanese, and so forth. Mexican per-
sons are included with “white” unless definitely known 
to be Indian or of another nonwhite race. 

Income of family or of unrelated individuals. — Each 
m4’mber of a family is classified according to the total 
income of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the household all persons related to each other by 
blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. Un­

related individuals are classified according to their 
own income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income re­
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated 
individual) in the 12-month period preceding the week 
of interview. Income from all sources is included, e.g., 
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, help 
from relatives, and so forth. 

/“ 
Education of head of family or of unrelated indiuid­

uals. —Each member of a family is classified according 
to the education of the head of the family of which he is 
a member. Within the household all persons related to 
each other by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a 
family. Unrelated individuals are classified according to 
their own education. 

The categories of education status show the highest 
grade of school completed. Only grades completed in 
regular schools, where persons are given a formal edu­
cation, are included. A “regular” school is one which 
advances a person toward an elementary or high school 
diploma or a college, university, or professional school 
degree. Thus, education invocational, trade, or business 
schools outside the regular school system is not counted 
in determining the highest grade of school completed, 

Family and individuals 

The definitions of families and unrelated individuals 
are the same as those used in the 1960 census. 

Family. —Family refers to a group of two or more 

/ rsons related by blood, marriage, or adoption who are 
living together in the same household. Although the usual 
household contains only the primary family, a household 
can contain secondary families as well as individuals 
unrelated to the family. A lodger and his family who are 
not related to the head of the household, or a resident 
employee and his wife living in are considered as a 
secondary family and not as part of the primary family. 
However, if the son of the head of household and the son’s 
wife and children are members of the household, this 
subfamily is treated as part of the primary family. 

Individual. —Individuals are persons (other than 
1inmates of institutions) who are not living with any 
relatives. An unrelated individual can be (a) a head 
of household living alone or with nonrelatives ,(b) a lodg­
er or resident employee with no relatives in the house-
hold, (c) a staff member of an institution who has no 
relatives living with him, or (d) a resident of a dormi­
tory, lodging house, or other shared-residence facility 
who has no relative living with him. 

Location of Residence Terms 
.-

~Residence. —The place of residence of a member 
of the civilian, noninstitutional population is classi­
fied as inside a standard metropolitan statistical area 
(SMSA) or outside an SMSA, according to farm or non-
farm residence. 
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Standard metropolitan statistical ayeas. — The de~­
initions and titles of SMSA’s are established by the 
U.S. Bureau of the Budget with the advice of the Federal 
Committee on Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. 
There are 212 SMSA’S, as defined for the 1960 Decennial 
Census, for which data may be provided for places of 
residence in the Health Interview Survey. 

The definition of an individual SMSA involves two 
considerations: first, a city or cities of specified pop­
ulation which constitute the central city and identify 
the county in which it is located as the central county; 
second, economic and social relationships with con­
tiguous counties (except in New England) which are 
metropolitan in character, so that the periphery of the 
specific metropolitan area may be determined. SMSA’S 
are not limited by State boundaries. 

. Farm and nonfa~m vesidence, —The population re-
siding outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the farm pop­
ulation, which comprises all non-SMSA residents living 
on farms, and the nonfarm population, which comprises 
the remaining non-SMSA population. The farm popula­
tion includes persons living on places of 10 or more 
acres from which sales of farm products amounted to 
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or on 
places of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm 
products amounted to $250 or more during the pre-
ceding 12 months. Other persons living in non-SMSA 
territory were classified as nonfarm if their household 
paid rent for the house but their rent did not include 
any land used for farming. 

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts 
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits, nuts, 

livestock and livestock products (milk, wool, etc.), 
poultry and poultry products, and nursery and forest 
products produced on the place and sold at any time 
during the preceding 12 months. 
~ Re@”on.-For the purpose of classifying the pop­

ulation by geographic area, the States are grouped into 
four regions. These regions, which correspond to those 
used by the Bureau of the Census, are as follows: 

Region States Included 

Northeast	 Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

North Central--- Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas 

South	 Delaware, Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 
Temessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Texas 

West	 Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, 
Alaska, Washington, Oregon, 
California, Hawaii 
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