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IN THIS REPORT hospital data from the Heallh Interview Suvvey ave
presented in terms of the hospital experience of individual persons over
a period of a year. Prioy to this publication all veports from the survey
dealing with hospitalization have shown estimates of the volume of hos-
pital discharges and of hospital days associated with discharges.

The findings presented in this veport arve of particular interest in ve-
lation to facilities, sevvices, and administration in short-stay hospitals.
Information in this form has not been readily available prior fo this
time because hospital rvecovds, which have servedas the primary source
of hospital statistics, are oriented to the individual episode in a single
hospital; while persons may have multiple episodes indifferent hospitals.

The veport, which is based on data collected duving the period July
1960-June 1962, shows that approximately 16.5 wmillion persons, or
about 1 in 11 persons, had one ov wmore hospital episodes during an
average year. About 86 percent of this number had 1 episode; il per-
cent, 2 episodes; and 3 pevcent, 3 or move episodes. The rate of multi-
ple episodes was highest among persons in oldey age groups, those with
low family income, and those who were living alone oy with nonyelatives.

The proportion of persons with multiple episodes incveased considerably
with age—jfrom 11 percent among childven to 19 percent among those
65 years and over. Days of hospitalization during the yeay, which aver-
aged about 10 days per person hospitalized, also increased with ad-
vancing age. Childven averaged about 7 days during a year, while per-
sons 65 years and over who were hospitalized had about 17 days of hos-
pital stay duving the year. A single episode of 1-7 days was the most
common patiern of hospital stay and was experienced by 64 pervcentof
the hospitalized persons.

SYMBOLS
Data not available-----~—ccmmocmmmcmc e _—
Category not applicable--cammcmcecmeunnn- cee
Quantity Zero-----------mcrmmmcm e -
Quantity more than O but less than 0.05----~ 0.0
Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision------emecmmama—e- *




PERSONS HOSPITALIZED

BY NUMBER OF HOSPITAL EPISODES
AND DAYS IN A YEAR

Louise E. Bollo and Geraldine A, Gleeson, Division of Health Interview Statistics

INTRODUCTION

Previous reports on hospitalization based on
data collected in the Health Interview Survey have
presented estimates in terms of the volume of dis-
charges from short-stay hospitals. The average
annual number of these discharges, as defined in
the Survey, has increased from 19.9 million during
July 1958-June 1960 to 21.3 million during July
1960-June 1962, and to 23.3 million for July 1962-
June 1964. These estimates represent rates of
114 discharges per 1,000 population during the
earliest survey period as compared with 126 dis-
charges during the most recent interval. Esti-
mates of this kind are useful as a general measure
of hospital utilization, However, for some pur-
poses it is desirable to consider (1) the number
and characteristics of persons who are hospital-
ized during a year (2) the proportion of these
persons who have multiple episodes of hospitali-
zation, and (3) the number of days they are
hospitalized during the year.

The present report, in which hospitalization
is considered on a person experience basis, shows
that an estimated 16.6 million persons had, during
an average year, one or more episodes of over-
night or longer in short-stay hospitals! Based

Lannual estimates of hospital discharges from data collected
in the Health Interview Survey are based on the number of dis-
charges reported by respondents during a 6-month reference period
(see**Reporting of Hospitalization in the Health Interview Survey;’
Health Statistics, PHS Pub. No. 584-D4. Estimates of persons
having one or more hospital episodes during a year are based on a
12-month reference period.

on data collected during July 1960-June 1962, this
estimate includes only persons in the civilian,
noninstitutional population. It differs materially
from the 21.3 million discharges per year (also
based on health interview data) collected during
the same period, because it represents a count
of persons, some of whom had more than one
episode in a year. Discharges describe the total
number of hospitalizations regardless of the
number of persons involved. Both of these esti-
mates of the extent of hospital utilization are
lower than comparable estimates compiled by the
American Hospital Association (AHA). The AHA
reported that average annual admissions to short~-
stay hospitals during 1960 and 1961 totaled
24.6 million,.

While some part of the difference between the
estimates from the Health Interview Survey and
those from the American Hospital Association may
be due to underreporting in the health survey, a
much greater part can be assigned to differences
in definitions and coverage of the two data sources.
The short-stay hospital experience of certain
classes of persons is excluded from the Survey
data, but is included in the AHA estimates. Some
of these classes are members of the Armed
Forces; persons whose usual place of residence
at time of interview was a long-term hospital, or
any other institution such as a nursing home; sick
or injured persons who were admitted to the
hospital but did not stay overnight; and persons
who died during the year prior to the interview
either in the hospital or elsewhere.



SELECTED FINDINGS

The 16.6 million persons hospitalized during
an average year represent a rate of 93 persons
with one or more episodes per 1,000 population.
As shown in the figure below, the rate among males
increased with advancing age. Among females,
however, this consistent pattern was interrupted
by the high rate among those aged 15-44 years,
an age interval during which there are many
hospitalizations for delivery.

Female

100

50

NUMBER OF PERSONS HOSPITALIZED
PER 1,000 POPULATION PER YEAR

Under 15- 45- 65+ Under |
15 44 64 years I5 44 64 yeoars
years years yeoars years years years

About 86.2 percent of the persons withone or
more hospital episodes had only one episode of
hospitalization in the year; 13.8 percent had
multiple episodes, with only 2.8 percent of these
having more than two episodes. Multiple episodes
occurred most frequently among persons withlow
family income, living alone or with nonrelatives,
or living in the West.

A single episode of 1-7 days was the most
common pattern of hospital stay, experienced by
63.9 percent of the hospitalized persons. Other
patterns of stay, in order of frequency, were:
one episode of 8-14 days, one episode of 15-30
days, two or more episodes with a total of
8-14 days, two or more episodes with a total
of 15-30 days. There was little variation in
this common pattern of hospital stay according
to color or geographic region. Among persons
with family income less than $2,000, 52.9 per-

cent experienced single episodes of 1-7 days
as compared with 65.8 percent for those with
family income of $2,000 and over.

The persons hospitalized during a year,
representing 9.3 percent of the total population,
experienced about 161 million hospital days, or
9.6 hospital days per person hospitalized per year.
The many hospitalizations for delivery among
females 15-44 years were responsible, to a great
extent, for a comparatively low average number
of hospital days. Females of this age group
averaged 6.4 hospital days in a year as compared
with 8.2 days for females of all ages. Children
of both sexes had relatively short stays—averaging
6.9 days per year. In all age groups males had
more hospital days than did females. For males
aged 45-64 years the average number of hospital
days per year was 15.0 compared with 12.0 for
females of this age; among persons 65 years
and older, males experienced 18.1 days and
females 15.8.

SOURCE OF DATA

The data for hospitalized persons contained
in this report were derived from household
interviews conducted by the Health Interview
Survey of the National Health Survey, National
Center for Health Statistics, during the 24-month
period July 1960-June 1962, About 76,000 house-
holds comprising 250,000 persons were inter-
viewed during this time.

Each week interviews were conducted in a
different sample of households. The hospital
experience of household members during the 12
months prior to the interview was elicited, as
well as information on other health and demo-
graphic characteristics,

A further description of the statistical design
of the Survey, of the methods of estimation, and of
general qualifications of the data obtained is
presented in Appendix I. Since all data included in
this report are estimates based ona sample of the
population rather than on the entire population, they
are subject to sampling error. While the sampling
errors for most of the estimates are of relatively
low magnitude, where an estimated number or the
numerator or denominator of a rate or percentage
is small, the sampling error may be high. Charts
from which approximate sampling errors may be



estimated and instructions for their use are also
presented in Appendix I,

Definitions of certain terms used in the re-
port are given in Appendix IL. Since many of the
terms have specialized meanings it is suggested
that the reader familiarize himself with these
definitions, as well as with the qualifications of
the interview data as described in the following
section of this report.

A facsimile of the sections of the question-
naire that apply directly to hospitalization, name-
ly, questions 15-17 and Table II, is shown in
Appendix III. The complete questionnaires used
in the Health Interview Survey during the period
July 1960-June 1962 are reproduced in Appendix
I of Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10,
Numbers 3 and 4.

SPECIAL DEFINITIONS
AND INCLUSIONS

According to household interview data col-
lected during the period July 1960-June 1962, the
average annual number of persons in the United
States who had one or more episodes of hospital-
ization in short-stay hospitals was about 16.6
million., This number includes only members of
the civilian, noninstitutional population who were
living at the time of the interview. These data on
hospitalized persons do not therefore represent
the maximum care which can be provided by
hospitals in the Nation.

The persons included are discussed in rela-
tion to certain of their demographic characteris-
tics and by the extent towhich these factors influ-
enced the person's pattern of hospital utilization or
stay in the year preceding interview. '"Pattern of
hospital stay' is a term used in this report to
describe the relationship of the number of hospital
days during the year to the number of episodes the
person had. A single episode of 1-7 days was the
most usual pattern of stay. Others were one episode
of 8-14 days, one episode of 15-30 days, two
or more episodes with a total of 8-14 days, two
or more episodes with a total of 15-30 days.

Estimates shown in this report differ from
totals in Health Interview Survey reports dealing
with hospital discharges. Stays in short-stay

hospitals discussed in this report have been
referred to as "'episodes' and, unlike discharges,
are not necessarily hospitalizations completed
prior to the interview. Hospital days for persons
with one or more episodes include only those
hospital days which occurred within the 12-
month period prior to the week of interview,
whereas some discharges may include days for
a stay which started before the 12-month period.
More significantly, this reportdeals with persons,
some of whom had more than one episode in a
year, whereas counts of hospital discharges
represent the total number of discharges during
a year without regard to the number of persons
involved.

Detailed data from the Health Interview Sur-
vey on hospital discharges are containedin Health
Statistics, Series B, No. 32: "Hospital Discharges
and Length of Stay: Short-Stay Hospitals, United
States, 1958-1960."

PERSONS HOSPITALIZED

The extent of hospital care in the Nation is
influenced by a complex set of interrelated factors.
One of the most important of these factors,
current medical practice, encourages the hospi-
talization of persons for diagnosis and treatment.
Physicians prefer that deliveries take place in
the hospital, that certain diagnostic tests be
administered by hospital facilities, that disabling
and threatening disorders be observed and treated
under hospital care, with surgery when required.

Basic to this are the person's awareness of
his condition and his attitudes toward disease.
The degree to which he realizes the value of
preventive care and prompt diagnosis of unusual
manifestations of physical or mental processes,
determines, in most instances, whether he will
seek medical care. Added to the effect of improved
health education programs is the increased rate
of health insurance coverage whichextends the use
of hospital facilities to certain groups of people,
while other groups have access to free hospital-
ization.

Thus, factors suchas attitudes, education, and
financial status may influence a person'sdecision
to seek medical advice, but whether the person
must be hospitalized depends largely on the



condition to be treated. Certain conditions, physi-
ologic or pathologic, bestcaredfor in the hospital,
are characteristic of some age groups but not of
others, or are common to one sex butnot the other.
Therefore, hospital experience will vary to a
great extent according to the age and sex of the
patients.

The effect of other demographic character-
istics—such as family income, color, geographic
region—will be discussed first, for each of the
several age groups, in terms of the rate of
hospitalization. In a later section of this report
these factors will be related to the number of
hospital days and episodes in an average year.

From interviews conducted during the period
July 1960-June 1962, it is estimated that 93
persons per 1,000 population had one or more
short-stay hospital episodes during an average

year (table A). This figure includes only tte
survivors among those hospitalized.

The rate of persons hospitalized during the
year was substantially higher for females thaa
for males, both for those with multiple episodes
and for those with single episodes also, the rate
of multiple hospitalizations decreased as the
amount of family income increased. Since multiple
episodes occur most frequently among persons
aged 65 years and over, the high proportion of
older persons in the low income groups accounts
for this relationship,

For those with single and for those with
multiple episodes, the rate of hospitalization was
markedly higher among white than among non-
white persons. By geographic region, the rate
of persons with hospital episodes was lowest in
the Northeast. This is in agreement with the rate

Table A. Average annual number of persons hospitalized per 1,000 population, by number
of short-stay episodes and selected demographic characteristics: United States, July

1960-June 1962

Characteristic

Total persons
hospitalized

Persons with
1 episode

Persons with
2+ episodes

Persons hospitalized

Number of persons hospitalized per 1,000

population per year

All ageslecomomcmm s 93 80 13
Sex
Male-mmmm e e e e e e e 70 59 11
Femalem-me—m e e m e e e 114 100 15
Family income
Under $2,000-----ccmmcccmmcce e 91 75 16
$2,000-83,999~----ocmmmccmmcem e 97 83 15
$4,000-56,999 ==~ omemmmm oo 98 85 13
87 3000+ = mm e e 87 77 10
Color
Whiteee~-emmm e o 95 82 13
Nonwhite--==-=mcm e e 73 64 10
Region
Northeaste====-cemccmcmmm e 89 78 11
North Central------c--ccomcamammcmna o 96 83 13
SOoUth--=c e e e 92 79 13
WeSE o m e r e e e 93 79 14

Tnecludes persons of unknown income.



of hospital discharges by region shown in Series B,
Number 32,

Persons 15-44 Years

Since short-stay hospitalization in this coun-

try is greatly influenced by the large number of
deliveries, the age interval 15-44 years (during

which most deliveries occur) is discussed first.
Of the hospitalized persons included in this report,
8.6 million were aged 15-44 years, and of these,
6.6 million were females. For females aged 15-44
years, the hospitalization rate was 182 per 1,000
population (table B).

Of the four age groups shown in tables B-F,
only in the group 15-44 years does the rate for
females hospitalized exceed that for males. How-
ever, the difference in the rates in thisage group

Table B.

Average annual number of persons

is of sufficient magnitude to account for the sub-
stantial difference between the hospitalization of
males and of females of all ages.

The comparatively high rate of persons with
multiple hospital episodes among those in the low
income groups in this age group suggests thatthe
illness causing the hospital episodes may also be
a factor contributing to low income status. The
high rate of persons in the middle income groups
with single episodes reflects the hospitalizations
for delivery, since a high proportion of women
in the childbearing ages live in families in the
medium income groups.

While the rate of hospitalization for white
persons aged 15-44 years is somewhat higher
than for nonwhite persons in the same age
interval, the difference is noticeably smaller
than that for persons of all ages and for any

15-44 years of age hospitalized per 1,000

population, by number of short-stay episodes and selected demographic characteristics:

United States, July 1960-June 1962

Characteristic

Total persons
hospitalized

Persons with
2+ episodes

Persons with
1 episode

Persons hospitalized

Number of persons hospitalized per 1,000

population per year

All persons 15-44 yearsle-we-e-o-- 123 107 16
Sex
Male=mmomm o o 59 50 8
Female--=-cmo-mmmme e mccmeicc e 182 160 22
Family income
Under $2,000~--=-~-—ccmmocmcccmceceeeea 121 102 19
2,000-53,999===m-mcmmmmemeem e 135 116 19
4,000-86,999=-~=---cmmmmmc e 134 117 17
75000+ mmmm e e oo 106 94 12
Color
White-mmmee e e e et cd e 124 108 16
Nonwhite-==--emm e e e - 114 100 13
Region
Northeagt=====smmmommemccmcmmmcccne e 116 102 14
North Central--------ec-eemoee e 129 112 17
South---m-=ccmmc e rcmc e e 124 108 16
West-mrmmmemmmc e mrc e e m e e 123 107 16

IIncludes persons of unknown income.



of the age groups shown in tables C-F, This may
reflect the general medical practice of hospitali-
zation for delivery regardless of the social or
economic status of the patient.

As noted for all ages, persons in this age
interval were hospitalized at the highest rate in
the North Central Region, and at the lowest rate
in the Northeast,

Persons Under 15 Years

Of the total persons hospitalized one or more
times in short-stay hospitals, 2.9 million, or 17.3
percent, were children under the age of 15, a rate
of 50 per 1,000 children (table C). In this age
interval, many of the short-stay hospitalizations
were for the removal of tonsils and the treatment
of injuries and infections. The rate of hospitali-

zation was higher for boys than for girls. For
children of both sexes, the hospitalization rate
in the family income group under $2,000 was
appreciably lower than in any of the other income
groups. Among white children, the rate was 52;
among nonwhite children it was 36 per 1,000 popu-
lation. With regard to region, the lowest rate for
children under 15 years was found in the South,
44 with hospital episodes per 1,000 children; in
the other geographic regions the rate was slightly
more than SO persons hospitalized per 1,000
children.

Persons 45-64 Years

Among hospitalized persons 45-64 years of
age, the overall rate was 95 persons hospitalized

Table C. Average annual number of persons under 15 years of age hospitalized per 1,000
population, by number of short-stay episodes and selected demographic characteristics:

United States, July 1960-June 1962

Characteristic’

Total persons
hospitalized

Persons with
2+ episodes

Persons with
1 episode

Persons hospitalized

All persons under 15 yearsl--------

Under 52,000 =--=--m-cocmmmm e
$2,000-53,999 = —mcmmm e
$4,000-56,999 === cmmmcmum e cce e
87,000+ =-=mmmmem e mmme e cne e a e

Northeast====wcmme e m e e
North Central-=--cm-mc-cemcam e ccccmeeen

Number of persons hospitalized per 1,000
population per year

50 45 | 5
56 49 7
43 39 4
39 34 %
48 43 5
54 48 6
51 47 4
52 47 5
36 31 *
53 48 6
51 46 5
44 40 4
53 46 7

Tncludes persons of unknown income.



Table D.
population, by number
United States, July 1960-June 1962

Average annual number

of persons 45-64 vears of age
short~-stay episodes and selected demographic characteristics:

hospitalized per 1,000

. s Total persons || Perstns with | Persons with
Characteristic hospitalized 1 episode 2+ episodes
Number of persons hospitalized per 1,000
Persons hospitalized population per year
All persons 45-64 years!-—-==-we--- 95 79 | 15
Sex
Malemmommmm e cm e e ————————— 95 79 16
Femaler====- S e e e 95 79 15
Family income
Under $2,000====mcccmcmanccaccmcnnnacanx 91 73 18
2,000-83,999===m-mmmem e e 96 79 17
4,000=56,999==wmmmmmceccacmncc e nna 99 83 16
7,000+ s e e r e e 94 81 14
Color
Whitememmm e e et s e 97 82 16
Nonwhite=s==m-mmmee e e cm e mm e e - 68 58 *
Region
Northegst===m=m=mrmecm e e e cm e e e e e 86 75 11
North Central=-==-==--veecmccenaceecanne- 98 82 17
Southem=rmemmecccacccccmne e e mmc e e 101 83 18
L L L E L L PP 92 75 17

1Includes persons of unknown income.

per 1,000 population, with little or no difference
in the rates for males and females (table D).

The inverse relationship of the rate of persons
with multiple hospital episodes and the amount of
family income, noted among persons aged 15-44
years, is also present among those aged 45-64
years. The persistence of this relationship and
the fact that it is most striking among males
(see table E) is added evidence that frequent
hospitalization is a cause of low income, particu-
larly when the illness causing hospitalization
affects the person usually responsible for the
support of the family.

Table E. Number of persons

45-64  years
of age with multiple hospital episodes
per 1,000 population, by sex and family

income: United States,
1962

July 1960-June

Family income Male

Female

Under $2,000-- 25
$2,000-$3,999- 20
$4,000-$6,999- 14
$7,000+==n =~ 13

Persons with 2+ episodes
per 1,000 population

14
15
18
14




Table F. Average annual number of persons 65+ years of age hospitalized per 1,000 pop-

ulation,
United States, July 1960-June 1962

by number of short-stay episodes and selected demographic characteristics:

Characteristic

Total persons
hospitalized

Persons with
1 episode

Persons with
2+ episodes

Persons hospitalized

Number of persons hospitalized per 1,000

population per year

All persons 65+ yearsle----ecoaaan 112 91 | 21
Sex
Male-=---mcmem e e e 118 93 25
Female--~w-=-mccmcmmmc e e o 107 89 18
Family income
Under $2,000--~--ccomommmcmm e 108 86 21
$2,000-83,999 - ww e e em e 116 94 22
84,000-86,999---~ccmmcmmccm e 111 89 21
§7 5000 - m e e 125 105 20
Colox
White-ermomen e e e e e e 114 93 22
Nonwhitee---cmmommo e e e e e o - 78 62 16
Region
Northeaste-==---mmemmomm e e cmmcm e e 98 84 14
North Centrale-=e--cceemeacmm e —a e 116 926 20
Southememmc e e emce e e e e e 122 95 28
WeStmmm e e e e e e e 110 85 25

1Tncludes persons of unknown income.

For persons with single and with multiple
episodés, the rate of hospitalization was higher
among white than among nonwhite persons. As
noted for persons of all ages, the rate of persons
hospitalized was lower in the Northeast than in
any of the other geographic regions.

Persons 654 Years

It should be emphasized that this report
includes only the hospital experience of persons
living at the time of interview and that fre-
quencies and rates for hospitalized persons
aged 65 and over are affected by this qualification
more than are the rates for younger persons.
Within this age group, comparisons among demo-
graphic classes of the population are probably
little affected by exclusion of decedents from the

sample., However, the levels do not represent the
total load on hospital facilities in a year.

Males 65 years and older had a consistently
higher rate of hospitalization than females of this
age (table F). For the income groups shown in
table F, the rate was highest among those with
family income of $7,000 and over. However,
perscns with single episodes were responsible
for the high rate in this income group; the rate
of persons with multiple episodes was about the
same in all income groups.

Among white persons in this age group the
rate was 114 persons hospitalized per 1,000
population as compared with 78 persons per 1,000
among the nonwhite population. These differences
were consistent among those with single and those
with multiple episodes.

The general pattern of hospitalization by
region among persons aged 65 years and older



was quite similar to that for persons aged 45-64
years, with an appreciably higher rate in the South
than in other areas. Contributing to this highrate
of hospitalization among elderly persons in the
South was the frequency with which persons of
this age had multiple episodes. In this region, 28
out of every 1,000 persons aged 65 years and over
had more than one episode, in comparison with
the 19 per 1,000 population reported for all other
regions,

NUMBER OF EPISODES AND
HOSPITAL DAYS DURING THE YEAR

About 86.2 percent of those hospitalized in
the year had only one episode, 11.0 percent had
two episodes and 2.8 percent had three or more
episodes (tables 1 and 2), Approximately 13.8
percent of those hospitalized had multiple episodes
in a year.

In the 12-month period prior to the week of
interview, the 16.6 million persons hospitalized,
9.3 percent of the living population, experienced
160.5 million days in the hospital (table 3),
These hospitalized persons averaged 9.6 hospital
days per year.

The number of days of hospitalization in-
creased with advancing age. Children under age
15 averaged 6.9 days. Persons aged 15-44 aver-
aged 7.6 days, those aged 45-64 years, 13.4 days,
and those aged 65 and over, 16.9 days. As shown in
figure 1, the average number of hospital days for
persons 15 years and over was quite different
for males and for females. Atages 15-44, females,
because of the higher proportions of hospital-
izations for delivery, averaged only 6.4 days,
while males had 11.5 days per person hospitalized.
At ages 45 and over, beyond the usual age for
childbearing, females experienced fewer hospital
days than males, but the disparity was not so
great, Atage 65 years and over, males experienced

18.1 days during the year and females, 15.8 days.

Disregarding age, males averaged 12.1 days
per year compared with only 8.2 days for females.
This tendency of males to have longer hospital
stays than females is evident also in Health
Statistics, Series B, No. 32, which shows that the
average length of stay for discharges from
short-stay hospitals was higher for males than
for females particularly for conditions such as
mental and nervous system disorders, hemor-

20r I
8.1
o Female H]I[[[HH] 150 1

AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOSPITAL DAYS DURING THE YEAR

All oges Under (5 15-44 45-64 65+
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Figure 1. Average annual number of hospital days
per person with one or more hospital episodes,
by sex and age.

rhoids, diseases of the gallbladder, arthritis, and
other diseases and impairments of the musculo-
skeletal system.

Table 4 shows that the proportion having
multiple episodes increased considerably with
age, from 10.6 percent among children under 15
years to 19.0 percent among those 65 years and
over, and was slightly higher among males than
among females. The occurrence of multiple
episodes among white persons was about the same
as thatamong nonwhite persons. However, hospital
stay was longer for nonwhite persons, with
nonwhite males contributing largely to this dif-
ference (table 5). About 51.3 percent of the
nonwhite males had 8 or more hospital days
in the year, while only 40.3 percent of the white
males were hospitalized for that length of time.

As shown in table 6, the proportion of
multiple episodes among persons with a known
family income under $2,000 was 17.7 percent;
among persons living in families with income of
$7,000 or more, only 11.6 percent had multiple
episodes. Related to this is the high proportion
of lengthy hospital stays in the lowest incomle
groups (table 7). Tables 8 and 9 show variations
in the proportions of persons with multiple
episodes and days of stay according to living
arrangements, with the highest proportion of
multiple episodes, 15.5 percent, among persons
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living alone or with nonrelatives. 1t should be
noted that a higher proportion of older people
are in this group than in the other living arrange-
ment groups.

Multiple episodes and frequencies of days of
stay are shown by region in tables 10 and 11.
About 15.1 percent of the hospitalized persons
living in the West had multiple episodes compared
with 12.0 percent of those living in the North-
east. Of those living in the North Central and
South Regions, about 14 percent of the hospitalized
persons had multiple episodes. However, although
the West had a higher rate of multiple episodes,
there was also a comparatively low proportion
of persons with 15 or more annual days of stay.

For whatever reasons or combinations of
reasons, multiple episodes among hospitalized
persons occurred in the largest proportions among
persons with low family income, living alone or
with nonrelatives, or living in the West. These
proportions are undoubtedly influenced by dif-
ferences in age, sex, and other factors among
the several demographic groups.

PATTERNS OF HOSPITAL STAY
IN SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS

Tables 12-17 present the number of episodes
per person and the number of hospital days during
a year by episodes, according to age, sex, color,
family income, living arrangements, and geo-
graphic region. Episodes are shown as either
single or multiple, and days are shown in intervals
of 1-7, 8-14, 15-30, 31 or more. In cases of
multiple episodes per person, the days shown
represent the sum of the days of the several
episodes. Persons with one episode only are
classified by the percentages having the specified
intervals of days; persons with multiple episodes
are shown separately and are also classified by
the intervals of days.

A gingle episode of 1-7 days was by far
the most common experience. Single or multiple
episodes of more than 30 days, and multiple
episodes of only 1-7 days in all, were relatively
rare. Among certain segments of hospitalized
persons in which totals are small—for example,
persons aged 65 and over and living alone—the
number of persons experiencing the more unusual
patterns of stay is low and results in figures

10

which do not meet standards of reliability, as
indicated in certain tables of this report.

In order to simplify the study of the findings
in tables 12-17, persons with one or more
episodes have been reclassified as shown in
table G by percentages with one episode of 1-7
days and other less frequent patterns of stay.

For all persons hospitalized, 63.9 percent
had a single episode of 1-7 days' duration.
Table G shows the general characteristics of
persons whose hospital experience varied to the
greatest extent from this most usual pattern of
stay. The pattern of hospital stay for white
persons was consistent with the average pattern.
Nonwhite persons tended to have a somewhat
higher percent of longer stays. Only 56.1 per-
cent of the males hospitalized had a single
episode of 1-7 days as compared with 68.4 per-
cent of the females. Not only did a significantly
higher percentage of males have single hospital
stays of 8-30 days, but also stays of 31 days
and longer made a substantial contribution to the
10.2 percentof hospitalizations of males described
as "'other pattern of stay" in table G,

PATTERN OF STAY PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Leplsode o 20 40 80
1-7 dayse « o o v
8-14 days. « . . .
15-30 daysee o oo
2+ episodes
8-14 doys. . . . .
.
l]]]]]]]]]] Female
15-30 dayse« « -
10.2
Other patterns ..
] 1 [l ] 1 ]
Figure 2. Percent distribution of persons with

one or more hospitalepisodes in the year, by
pattern of hospital stay according to sex.



Table G.

Percent distribution of persons with one or more short-stay hospital episodes

during a year, by pattern of hospital stay according to selected demographic charac-
teristics: United States, July 1960-June 1962

Persons with short-stay hospital episodes

One episode with:

Twot+ episodes with:

Characteristic Other
Total pattern
1-7 8-14 | 15-30 8-14 15-30 Ot
days days days days days y
Percent distribution
All persons----- 100,0 63.9 14,1 5.9 4.2 3,9 7.9
Sex
Male-r--cmmccmmmene o 100.0 56.1 16.5 8.6 4.2 4.4 10.2
Femalem-mwoemcvenaan 100.0 68.4 12.8 4.3 4,2 3.6 6.7
Color
White---~-me-weceaa. 100.0 64.3 14.0 5.7 4.3 3.9 7.9
Nonwhite======aceua- 100.0 60.4 15.6 7.8 3.9 3.7 8.8
Age
Under 45 years------ 100.0 73.4 9.9 3.2 4.2 2.9 6.4
Under 15 years---- 100.0 74,2 9.3 4,1 3.2 2.6 6.5
15-44 years------- 100.0 73.1 10.1 2.9 4,5 3.0 6.4
45+ years---------~- 100.0 43.2 23.4 11.7 4.4 6.2 11.3
45-64 years------- 100.0 46.8 22.8 10.1 4.3 5.8 10.2
65+ years-------~= 100.0 36.1 24.5 14.7 4.5 6.9 13.3
Family income
Under $2,000------w-~ 100.0 52.9 16.4 8.5 4.4 5.5 12.2
$2,000 mm—mmcmmeaan 100.0 65.8 13.7 5.4 4,2 3.7 7.2
2,000—23,999 ----- 100.0 61.2 14.3 6.8 4.4 4.4 8.9
4,000-56,999----- 100.0 66.9 13.4 4.7 4.4 3.6 7.0
7,000==cmcccmaaa 100.0 67.8 13.8 5.2 3.9 3.1 6.1
Unknown-==-=--=-=-«~==- 100.0 61.5 14.5 6.6 * * 9.5
LIVING ARRANGEMENTS
Living alone or
with nonrelatives
Under 65 years------ 100.0 50.5 19.3 9.6 * * 11.7
65+ years~=-----w--- 100.0 37.3 25.2 14.2 * * 14.0
Living with
relatives-marrxied
Under 65 years------ 100.0 £7.4 13.2 4.4 4.4 3.8 6.8
65+ yearse-mm==cc-n-- 100.0 4.7 25.8 14.7 5.3 7.3 12.3
Living with
relatives-other
Under 65 years------ 100.0 69.5 11.2 4.9 3.7 3.0 7.6
65+ years--=-------- 100.0 37.7 21.1 15.5 * * 14.8
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PATTERN OF STAY PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

| episode [} 20 40 €0 80

17 days« - »

8-14 dayse <

15-30 doys .« « « o

2+episodes

8-14 dayse » - -

2.9
15-30 days- - - ¢
6.2
6.4
Other pattern- *
1n.e

1 1 ] 1 ] 1 I 1

- Under 45 years
[l]]]]]]m 45t years

Figure 3. Percent distribution of persons with
one or more hospital episodes in the year, by
pattern of hospital stay according to age.

Only 36.1 percent of hospitalized persons over
65 years of age had one episode of 1-7 days, the
others staying longer or experiencing multiple
episodes. This percentage was consistent for those
persons 65 years and older living alone or with
relatives and regardless of marital status.

Of the 14.2 million hospitalized persons under
age 65 who were living with relatives, the per-
centage having one episode of 1-7 days was some-
what higher than the general average. Included
in these classes are children and younger adult
females (hospitalized for delivery)whose hospital
stays tend to be short. There was a tendency
toward longer hospital stays among those under
age 65 who were living alone or withnonrelatives
than among those living with relatives. This is
possibly due to the patient's home situation not
providing adequate posthospital care,

PATTERN OF STAY PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
| episode ° 20 40 60
1-7 days
16.4
8-14 dayse « » ¢+
13.7
8.5
15-30 dayge » o« >~
M‘“
2+episodes
4.4
B-14 dayge « o+ « FAMILY INCOME
4.2 - Under $2,000
[T $2.000+
55
15-30 dayse -« « o
37
2.2
Other poattern. .«
7.2
] ] (] 1 ) 1 I
Figure 4. Percent distribution of persons with

one or more hospital episodes in the year, by
pattern of hospital stay according +to family
income.

Figures 2, 3, and 4 show patterns of hospital
stay according to sex, age, and family income.
Of hospitalized males, 56.1 percent experienced
one episode of 1-7 days, while 68.4 percentof the
females followed this pattern of stay. Only 43.2
percent of the persons 45 years and older com-
pared with 73.4 percent of those under 45 years
had one episode of 1-7 days. According to family
income levels, 52.9 percent of those with income
under $2,000 had the usual pattern of stay com-
pared with 65.8 percent of those with higher levels
of income. For single episodes of 8-14 days, as
well as for all other patterns of stay, the situation
was reversed with a comparatively high proportion
of the males, older persons, and persons with
known low family income having long hospital
stays and multiple episodes.

000
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Table 1.

Average annual number and percent distribution of tota
number of hospital episodes according to sex and age:

1 persons in the population,
United States, July 1960-June 1962

by

EJa.t.a are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Ii

Sex and age

Persons
in the
population

Numbexr of hospital episodes

None

Both sexes

Average number

of persons

in thousands

All ageS=-r=mecemcccmeecm oo 179,388 162,739 14,351 1,826 472
Under 15 years---------ccccmmmcccaaacaono 57,704 54,829 2,569 249 56
1544 yearsemmm-mmsonoomomonamcmmemmem oo 69,400 | 60,849 7,459 881 211
15-24 year§=---=--=-==-macammemomm - 24,022 | 21,029 2,640 281 71
25~44 years-=r=c=acemmmcceememcnecaaao 45,378 39,820 4,819 599 140
45-64 yearsm=c--mcomcm e el 36,510 33,050 2,895 438 127
65+ years=me=ssoacome e as 15,774 14,012 1,428 257 77
Male
All ages-----~emecmcccmeccoeneea 87,134 81,047 5,164 732 191
Under 15 years=-----eo-cmccamcccmccacanaan 29,378 27,729 1,451 165 *
1544 yearsm=mm=mm=mmmmccmo oo mmmmano 33,117 | 31,176 1,664 224 52
15-24 yearsemmmemmomm e o 11,428 10,845 517 55 *
25-44 years-mmmmmmeccm oo maae 21,689 20,331 1,147 169 *
4564 YEALE=mmmmmmmmmmmmmmace oo e e 17,586 15,919 1,39 208 65
65+ yearsm=ememmmcemen i a i mee e 7,053 6,223 655 134 *
Female
All ages=r~=m=m==mcmommooceo oo 92,254 || 81,692 9,187 1,093 281
Under 15 yearS---~-=c--crmmmmccmnccncannan 28,326 27,100 1,118 84 *
15-44 y@aYSm===m==cmmammacccmammmncc——- 36,283 || 29,673 5,795 656 159
15224 yearse-=memeoac oo 12,594 10,184 2,123 226 60
25-4l Y@AT§mmmn=mmmmmcmmanccmmmceane 23,689 || 19,489 3,671 430 98
4564 YEATS==—mm=mmmmm o e e mm e 18,924 | 17,131 1,501 230 62
65+ yearges--w-rmmcomcccmae e cccccccaean 8,721 7,788 773 123 *
Both sexes Percent distribution
All ages===-=m-cmccceccnacmeecnnn 100.0 90.7 8.0 1.0 0.3
Undexr 15 years~ew=-=meesmemmmemoem oo 100.0 95.0 4.5 0.4 0.1
15-44 yearsem-=-mmcmcmoe e 100.0 87.7 10.7 1.3 0.3
15-24 years 100.0 87.5 11.0 1.2 0.3
25-44 years 100.0 87.8 10.6 1.3 0.3
45-64 years===eew-- 100.0 90.5 7.9 1.2 0.3
65+ yearsm==wmmmemam e e 100.0 88.8 2.1 1.6 0.5
All ages=verm=mmrmcmccmconnencnaeaaa 100.0 93.0 5.9 0.8 0.2
Under 15 yearse=-~--=--c-—cccceccmacanana- 100.0 94 .4 4.9 0.6 *
1544 yearse--=--cmcmomccmammaccaemaaaoa- 100.0 94.1 5.0 0.7 0.2
15-24 yearsme-=wemomecnmcm e eaen 100.0 94.9 4.5 0.5 *
25-44 yearg==e=m=ceccmocecmamcmcaccacnaa 100.0 93.7 5.3 0.8 *
45-64 years-e---c-e-msnaccmccaamcccnccnaaaa 100.0 90.5 7.9 1.2 0.4
65+ years=e==cemmmaco i mcanene e ae e 100.0 88.2 9.3 1.9 *
Female
All ageS====-=r-c-mmacececcccmnena 100.0 88.6 10.0 1.2 0.3
Under 15 years-=m-csmemmmommcaca e ccacces 100.0 95.7 3.9 0.3 *
15-44 yeargme--mweemcmnccceccmcccaan————- 100.0 81.8 16.0 1.8 0.4
15-24 yearg=e=ve-mwmmcccac e cemaeaae 100.0 80.9 16.9 1.8 0.5
25-44 years 100.0 82.3 15.5 1.8 0.4
45-64 years=e=--cemecmacccocamanaan 100.0 90.5 7.9 1.2 0.3
65+ yearsw=-=cammmmceccmcncccccamme————a 100.0 89.3 8.9 1.4 *
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Table 2.

July 1960~June 1962

Average annual number and percent distribution of persons with short-stay hospital
episodes, by number of episodes according to sex and age: United States,

@ats are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general cuslifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 1L

Number of hospital episodes

Sex and age
Total 1 2 3+ | Total 1 2 3+
Average number of persons
Both sexes in thousands Percent distribution
All agegs----v-mememmeonan——— 16,649 14,351 1,826 1472 | 100.0 86.2 11.0 2.8
Under 15 yearg-===wemmm-ececenoaco- -1 2,875 2,569 249 | 56 100.0 89.4 8.7 1.9
15-24 yearSee-emcm-wemsmosce—coso=o 2,993 2,640 281 ) 71| 100.0 88.2 9.4 2.4
25~44 yearS-mwm-smmmesmcmem— e 5,557 4,819 599 | 140 | 100.0 86.7 10.8 2.5
45-64 years-we=-me-memmmmesoomeoe= 3,460 2,895 438 | 127 100.0 83.7 12,7 3.7
65+ yearg-em-==mermocsmscomo=- ~—me= ) 1,762 1,428 257 77 { 100.0 81.0 14.6 4.4
Male
All ages=~~r-mcmcemcmmnaconn 6,087 5,164 732 { 191 | 100.0 84.8 12.0 3.1
Under 15 years--=--===rme~cumasc=ac 1,649 1,451 165 * [ 100.0 88.0 10.0 *
15-24 yearg~-—=--=swmmcsammemas—ano 584 517 55 * 1 100.0 88.5 9.4 *
25-44 yearge~e=-==emmemmemnceccnana- 1,358 1,147 169 * | 100.0 84.5 12.4 *
45-64 yearg-----mmemmmocmemenan—a— 1,667 1,394 208 | 65 ) 100.0 83.6 12.5 3.9
65+ yearsm-=--m-m=mmemsoscesmcono= 830 655 134 * | 100.0 78.9 16.1 *
Female
All ages----=csemrmmvamnmnaaa- 10,561 9,187 | 1,093 1281 | 100.0 87.0 10.3 2.7
Under 15 years----==wmrmmowwencuana= 1,226 1,118 84 * [ 100.0 91.2 6.9 *
15-24 years=e=-----=meoccn=a- -————— 2,410 2,123 226 | 60 | 100.0 88.1 9.4 2.5
25~44 years===w-cm-wmcnmmmcaan—on= 4,200 3,671 430 1 98 100.0 87.4 10.2 2.3
45-64 years-=-vermmv—mamemonoan -~ 1,793 1,501 230 | 62 | 100.0 83.7 12.8 3.5
65+ yearse==memmmemncccene e aaea— 933 773 123 * | 100.0 82.9 13.2 *




Table 3. Average annual number of hospital days and number of hospital days per person per year
for persons with 1+ short-stay hospital episodes, by number of episodes, sex, and age: United
States, July 1960-June 1962
[Dntn are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix IIJ

Number of hospital episodes
Sex and age
Total 1 2 3+
Average number of hospital days
Both sexes in thousands
All ages=-===-===mcm-cemeceenememmme o mmnomoooomman 160,548 || 109,300 | 35,644 15,603
Under 15 years=---m-mmmm—memeemcceae oo oamo oo momcmeo oo m o 19,771 | 14,606 3,663 1,502
15-4b yearSesmeencmemam oo oo oo m e momome oo - 64,587 || 44,441 | 13,472 6,674
15-24 YearSan-mmmmmmommmmmmmmemmoeacmememeeem e 18,821l 13,678 | 3,179 1,965
25=44 yearSe-c-memmmme e me o cmmmmeeoomm oo 45,766 30,763 | 10,294 4,709
45-64 yearSemmmmmm e m o e o oo ms oo 46,450 || 30,839 | 11,104 4,507
65+ YEAYS====mmm e mdm e n oo mememseoo - 29,739 19,414 7,405 2,920
Male
All ages----rm-cememmc e mmeme e cdmem—eem— oo 73,685| 48,485 | 17,737 7,464
Under 15 years---==me=cmmm oo e e 11,336 7,858 2,472 1,006
15=44 yeargew=em--mmmem oo m e dme e eme e —occa—maooono - 22,6418 14,712 5,146 2,560
15~24 yearg==-==wm=-mmmmeaee—memooeo—emcceceno o 5,740 4,154 992 594
25-44 ya@r§=====s-mmmemmemmmmoc e se—msscesoomoces oo 16,678 | 10,558 4,154 1,966
45-64 JEALS==mmmrmmmme o tem e meememmmme—mmoo——asessosene 24,923 ) 16,515 6,116 2,292
65+ yearS-==-mmmmecmm e ae et e dm e e mmmemn—momcsoeeoosen 15,009 9,400 4,003 1,606
Female
All age§=--======mmme—mee— o e cmmmmomeoomoe 86,862 | 60,815 | 17,908 8,139
Under 15 years-----==---rmecmceemeocaeccomcmososmomoaoo 8,435 6,748 1,191 496
15=44 yearse=-mm=mmcememe e e mmeem o emmmmemmmom o 42,169 29,729 8,327 4,113
15-24 years--=---cememeomommmm oo cme oo omoomaee 13,081 9,524 2,187 1,370
25-44 yEAYGm—=mm=m-mmmmmam e em——meee——ems——ce—oome-e 29,088) 20,205 6,140 2,743
4564 YEALS=-======memmm s e e me o meo o ommmomm o ommoo 21,528 | 14,325 4,988 2,216
65+ yearg=-=esmmemeeomemcomoomoocemseesmoosoommmmmome oo 14,7311 10,014 3,403 1,314
Both sexes Days per person hospitalized per year
All age§=======--m-mmmemmmeoe—mos—coeocmsooooonoos 9.6, 7.6 19.5 33.1
Under 15 years-====-===mem=mmmoomec—a—om—ooceceemoesaooe 6.9 5.7 14.7 26.8
15~44 yearSm=me=m-m—omcasm oo eeedeae o wmm——es——os—s—oee 7.6 6.0 15.3 31.6
15224 YRAYS========c - mm e e oo e 6.3 5.2 11.3 27.7
25-45 yeArS-cecm=memeem e ame e mmmee oo mceceesooo—mens 8.2 6.4 17.2 33.6
45-64 year§=--=-m-m=-mmmmmmmemceome oo oo Ssoo s eosmenmooe 13.4 10.7 25.4 35.5
65+ yearg==-=-=mmcmmmmmesmemeo oo moeco—os—ssooscemmooso 16.9 13.6 28.8 37.9
Male
All ages--=-=-=-c--emmememmememcmooomemmeomscas—men 12.1 9.4 24.2 39.1
Under 15 yearge----=sm=m=-mmmmecaomoroe—oemcssmmm oo 6.9 5.4 15.0 30.5
15=4l YEAYSmmmmmmmmmmmmemmmmmmme oo mmmm oo osoos—memee—nee 11.5 8.8 23.0 49.2
15«24 yRArS==-===---mce-mcemeeemme—ammomcoeemes—ooness 9.8 3.0 18.0 54.0
25-44 years-=--e-mmmmeemmemmm e mememmemecseoosmsae e 12.3 9.2 24,6 48.0
45-64 yearS=mmmm====emmc oo m o momam—ieeeeeommo—em oo 15.0 11.8 29.4 35.3
65+ years-=-=--m=m-emmmeememecaamocoooooosossooosoeoooooe 18.1 14.4 29.9 39.2
Female
All ageSmrm=mmmmememmmeaemm— e oo mcecammmecmmaaeoo— 8.2 6.6 16.4 29.0
Under 15 years=-~s-memeesm-ecaecommecaccceaanc—om e oo 6.9 6.0 14.2 20.7
15-44 yearsS--me-cmc-emeeammce e e e eemmmommmme e 6.4 5.1 12.7 25.9
15224 years§=====-==mmmmmmaesc oo meo o oeome—omnes 5.4 4.5 9.7 22.8
25=44 yeATE-=n==-m=m=-mmmmemmmaeec oo soosscsoeseseoooo 6.9 5.5 14.3 28.0
45-64 years=-m=-m=m=m-msmemeseeemms——moo-ccossoess—oo-coo 12.0 9.5 21.7 35.7
65+ yEArSem=m===-mmmemesmm—mmeem—mm oo s aosmmoomeoomes 15.8 13.0 27.7 36.5
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Table 4. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons with 1+ short-stay hospital
episodes, by number of episodes according to color, age, and sex: United States, July 1960-June

1962

[Da.ta are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Color, age, and sex

Number of hospital episodes

Total 1 2+ Total 1 2+
Average number of
All persons persons in thousands | Percent distribution

All ageS-~--==c-m-em-mmemmemmem———ace— o= 16,6494 14,351 2,297 | 100.0 86.2 13.8

Under 15 years-==----mmmmoccmcc e 2,875 2,569 306 | 100.0 89.4 10.6

15-44 year§m==mm-ecmmmmome—————mm— e oo e 8,551 7,459 | 1,092 | 100.0 87.2 12.8

45-64 yearg--=-memmmmmmmcce e mme e mme o —ea s 3,460 2,895 565 100.0 83.7 16.3

65+ years-~~-----ecmmmmmeem e mammcee e mea 1,762 1,428 334 100.0 81.0 19.0

White

All ages--—----=-e-mmeeeecm e mecemce—— e 15,119 13,022 12,097 | 100.0 86.1 13.9

Under 15 years-~-==w=s=me-c-meemmcccccameamcceeaanx 2,577 2,308 268 | 100.0 89.6 10.4

15-44 YEAL = mm e e memmcemmmaccm—m—a—a oo 7,641 6,658 983 100.0 87.1 12.9

45-64 yearg--s-=-mmmmmmecmmmeme— e — s ae o 3,226 2,697 529 | 100.0 83.6 16.4

65+ years---——m-==emmeocmcmeeememeccce———oo—ses 1,675 1,358 316 | 100.0 81.1 18.9
Nonwhite

All ages~----=msrmmccmemecaameee e cm——a e 1,530 1,330 200 | 100.0 86.9 13.1

Under 15 years--~-=-=-wrerremoccre e e cnmmen o 298 261 * | 100.0° 87.6 *

15-44 b R L L e R L L Ll 909 801 108 100.0 88.1 11.9

45-64 years--—---mcecmccmcmmeme e mem o n oo 234 198 * 1 100.0 84.6 *

65+ years-----~-e-mocrmesmmemmecnee e oo 88 70 * | 100.0 79.5 *
All persons

BOth SEXeS--nmmmmmnmnmnnmmmmmmn—mmmmmmmn 16,649 | 14,351 | 2,297 | 100.0] 86.2 | 13.8

Male---c-meemcmme e mm e e e c e e m e e 6,087 5,164 923 1 100.0 84.8 15.2

Femalereemmcmmm e e 10,561 9,187} 1,374 { 100.0 87.0 13.0

White

Both SeXeS-~m=memmmcccmmcoacmoce o e 15,119 13,022 | 2,097 | 100.0 86.1 13.9

N L L e L P P L e b e 5,566 4,726 839 | 100.0 84.9 15.1

Female=cermamemmccocm e cmc e m e m e e 9,553 8,295 | 1,258 | 100.0 86.8 13.2
Nonwhite

Both sexes-=-crm--mmecmcmcmnccccccacc e e ——— 1,530 1,330 200 | 100.0 86.9 13.1

N L P L P L PR DL PR L L L 522 438 84 | 100.0 83.9 16.1

Female--ceemammcnmmc e e e e ce e e e 1,008 892 116 | 100.0 88.5 11.5
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Table 5.

episodes, by number of hospital days during the

States, July 1960-June 1962
[pntn are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Average annual number and percent distribution of persons
year according to color, age,

with 1+ short-stay hospital

and sex: United

Color, age, and sex

Number of hospital days

Total 1-7 8-14 15-30 314+ Total 1-7 8-14 15-30 31+
Average number of persons
All persons in thousands Percent distribution
All ages--~--- 16,649 || 11,126 | 3,056 | 1,628 839 100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5.0
Under 15 years=-«--- 2,875 2,237 361 192 85| 100.0 77.8 | 12.6 6.7 3.0
15-44 years--------- 8,551 6,548 | 1,247 505 251 100.0 76.6 14.6 5.9 2.9
45-64 years---==w-u- 3,460 1,681 936 551 292 100.0 48.6 27.1 15.9 8.4
65+ years=---w-c-cu- 1,762 660 511 380 211 100.0 37.5 29.0 21.6 12.0
White
All ages-----= 15,119 || 10,168 | 2,758 | 1,453 741 100.0 67.3 18.2 9.6 4.9
Under 15 years------ 2,577 2,049 307 154 67 | 100.0 79.5 | 11.9 6.0 2.6
15-44 years=--==-w=-- - 7,641 5,892 1,098 436 215 100.0 77.1 14.4 5.7 2.8
45-64 yearse---=e-=- 3,226 1,589 869 504 264 100.0 49,3 26.9 15.6 8.2
65+ years=-emceaaaa- 1,675 637 483 360 194 100.0 38.0 28.8 21.5 11.6
Nonwhite
All ages------ 1,530 959 298 175 98 100.0 62.7 19.5 11.4 6.4
Under 15 years------ 298 188 54 * * 100.0 63.1 18.1 * *
15-44 years==—-=aa-- 209 656 148 69 * 100.0 72.2 16.3 7.6 *
45=-64 years=------=- 234 92 68 47 * 100.0 39.3 29.1 20.1 *
65+ years-----w=--== 88 * * * % 100.0 ¥* * * *
All persons
Both sexes--=-- 16,649 || 11,126 | 3,056 | 1,628 839 100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5.0
Male==-emmcomccu—oao 6,087 3,573 11,261 791 462 100.0 58.7 20.7 13.0 7.6
Female==wmm=vcccncun 10,561 7,553 1,794 837 _377 100.0 71.5 17.0 7.9 3.6
White
Both sexes-=--- 15,119 || 10,168 { 2,758 | 1,453 741 100.0 67.3 18.2 9.6 4.9
Malem-wemmemmacmnean 5,566 3,320 | 1,135 704 407 100.0 59.6 20.4 | 12.6 7.3
Female--=s-conaceena" 9,553 6,848 | 1,623 749 334 100.0 71.7 17.0 7.8 3.5
Nonwhite
Both sexes~--- 1,530 959 298 175 98 100.0 62.7 19.5 11.4 6.4
Male=mmmammeacme e o 522 253 126 86 56 100.0 48.5 24,1 16.5 10.7
Femalecwmeccncammenn 1,008 706 172 89 %1 100.0 70.0 i7.1 8.8 *




Table 6. Average annual number and
episodes, by number of episodes
June 1962

E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian,
on the reliability of the estimates ar

percent distribution of

persons with 1+ short-stay hospital
according to family income and age: United States, July 1960-

noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

€ given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix IJ

Number of hospital episodes
Family income and age
Total 1 2+ Total 1 2+
Average number of

All incomes persons in thousands Percent distribution
ALl ages~=semcomm el 16,649 || 14,351] 2,297 | 100,0 86.2 13.8
Under 15 yearS--=m—eommmome oo 2,875 2,569 306 100.0 89.4 10.6
15-44 years-—--mmmma e 8,551 7,459 1,092} 100.0 87.2 12.8
45-64 JEALS - o m oL 3,460 2,895 565 | 100.0 83.7 16.3
65+ yeArS = ool 1,762 1,428 334 100.0 81.0 19.0

Under $2,000
All ageS==m=~ormm el 2,147 1,768 3791 100.0 82.3 17.7
Under 15 years=--==-mmmcommo oo 230 196 *| 100.0 85.2 *
15-44 yearse---mmom o aoo 844 715 130 | 100.0 84.7 15.4
45764 yeaArS =L 451 361 91| 100.0 80.0 20.2
65+ yearS=-m~mom el 621 497 1241 100.0 80.0 20.0
$2,000-$3,999
All ages==-—c-cmmm - 3,340 2,840 499 | 100.0 85.0 14.9
Under 15 years 531 472 591 100.0 88.9 11,1
15-44 years--mmrmecemace e 1,690) 1,454 236 | 100.0 86.0 14.0
45-64 yearsem-~-mcmmeo e 663 544 118 ] 100.0 82,1 17.8
63t YearSm=omm e e e 456 371 85| 100.0 8l.4 18.6
All ageS=rm—m - omm e 5,978 5,182 796 | 100.0 86.7 13.3
Under 15 years==-=-rmmeoomm oo eeeeee 1,204) 1,070 1341 100.0 88.9 11.1
15-44 years=-~--cmamm e e 3,409 2,974 435| 100.0 87.2 12,8
45-64 YeArS—c-cmmam e e 1,070 201 170 ] 100.0 84.2 15,9
65+ FeAT S~ m o m e e 294 237 57 | 100.0 80.6 19.4
$7,000+

All ages-=-=-cmc e 4,279 3,783 496 | 100.0 88.4 11.6

Under 15 years=--we—oomoemmmm oL 800 737 631 100,0 92.1 7.
15-44 years--~~- 2,187 | 1,945 242 100.0 88.9 11.1
43-64 FearS=mmmo oo 1,038 889 1491 100.0 85.6 4.4
65+ YT S = e L 254 213 *| 100.0 83.9 *

Unknown

All ages~=---mm e L 905 778 128| 100.0 86.0 14.1
Under 15 yearsm--=m-mooma e oo 110 94 *1 100.0 85.5 *
15-44 yearS=cmomcca e, 420 372 48 | 100.0 88.6 11.4
45-64 YEAYS—mmmmmm i m el 238 201 *! 100.0 84.5 *
65+ FeArg = m o e 137 110 *{ 100.0 80.3 *
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Table 7. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons with
episodes, by number of hospital days during the year according to family income and age: United
States, July 1960-June 1962

E)atn are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Iﬂ

short-stay hospital

Family income

Number of hospital days

and age
Total 1-7 8-14 | 15-30 | 31+ | Total 1-7 | 8-14 | 15-30 | 31+
Average number of persons
All incomes in thousands Percent distribution
All ages--------- 16,649 || 11,126 | 3,056 | 1,628 | 839 100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5.0
Under 15 years=---~-=-- 2,875 2,237 361 192 85 100.0 77.8 12.6 6.7 3.0
15-44 years---=----= -—- 8,551 | 6,548 | 1,247 505 | 251 100.0 76 .6 14.6 5.9 2.9
45-64 yearse-w=w------- 3,460 1,681 936 551 | 2921 100.0 48.6 27.1| 15.9 8.4
65+ years—mecmcmeonaaan 1,762 660 511 380 | 211 100.0 37.5] 29.0 21.6 12.0
Under $2,000
All ages=---~----- 2,147 1,197 447 300 | 202 100.0 55.8 | 20.8 14.0 9.4
Under 15 years--~--=---- 230 145 48 * * 100.0 63.0 20.9 * %*
15-44 yearg=====cmo=m-- 844 624 113 59 49 100.0 73.9 13.4 7.0 5.8
45-64 yearg==-emcoc—aa- 451 196 106 82 66 100.0 43.5| 23.5 18.2 14.6
65+ years~e==--cmmaman-- 621 232 181 134 75 100.0 37.4 29.1| 21.6 12.1
$2,000-$3,999
All ages--------- 3,340 2,129 624 373 | 214 | 100.0 63.7 18.7 11.2 6.4
Under 15 years--------- 531 394 68 * * | 100.0 74.2 | 12.8 * *
15-44 years---=---c-u-- 1,690 1,292 236 101 61 100.0 76.4 | 14.0 6.0 3.6
45-64 yearg-me-mmemaana- 663 284 176 132 71| 100.0 42.8 26.5| 19.9 10.7
65+ years~-m-we-macena- 456 159 143 97 57 100.0 34.9 3L.4| 21.3 12.5
$4,000-$6,999
All ages=-=-~-=--- 5,978 4,199 ] 1,061 499 219 100.0 70.2 17.7 8.3 3.7
Under 15 years- 1,204 943 150 80 * 1 100.0 78.3 12.5 6.6 *
15-44 years-- 3,409 2,626 510 189 84 | 100.0 77.0 15.0 5.5 2.5
45-64 years----- 1,070 520 321 159 70 100.0 48.6 30.0 14.9 6.5
65+ years~---m=caaaana= 294 109 81 71 * 100.0 37.1] 27.6 24.1 *
$7,000+
All ages------~-- 4,279 1 3,021 758 357 142 100.0 70.6 17.7 8.3 3.3
Under 15 years=-~====-- 800 667 84 * * 100.0 83.41 10.5 *® *
15-44 years-w==wem-mne- 2,187 1,688 333 129 * 100.0 77.2 ] 15.2 5.9 *
45-64 years--m=emmmmman 1,038 560 274 137 67 100.0 53.9 26.4 1 13,2 6.5
65+ yearsw-==m-ewoc—a_- 254 106 68 53 * | 100.0 41.7| 26.8 20.9 *
Unknown
All ages=---====~-=- 905 581 165 98 61| 100.0 64.2 | 18.2 10.8 6.7
Under 15 years-------~-- 110 88 * * * 100.0 80.0 * ¥* *
15-44 years----ea--ena_ 420 319 55 * * | 100.0 76.0 | 13.1 * *
45-64 years-=--mmmeawa- 238 120 60 * * | 100.0 50.4 ] 25.2 * *
65+ yearsemmmmmmuaman-o 137 54 * * * | 100.0 39.4 * * *
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Table 8. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons with short-stay hospital
episodes, by number of episodes according to living arrangement and age: United States, July
1960-June 1962

E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Number of hospital episodes

Living arrangement and age
Total 1 2+ Total 1 2+

Average number of

All arrangements persons in thousands Percent distribution
All ages---~--mmcc e e a 16,649 || 14,351 | 2,297 100.0 86.2 13.8
Under 15 yearS=---—--cmmmmm e 2,875 2,569 306 | 100.0 89.4 10.6
15-44 years=e-—ceccm e 8,551 | 7,459 | 1,092} 100.0 87.2 12.8
45-64 years-m-- - 3,460 2,895 565 | 100.0 83.7 16.3
65+ years----~-= o 1,762 1,428 334 | 100.0 81.0 19.0

Living alone or with nonrelatives

All ages=---mmom e el 1,159 978 180 | 100.0 84.4 15.5
Under 15 yearS=----=—--cmmom o eemeeceaeee * %* % * * *
15-44 years—--mc—cm e~ 344 295 49 100.0 85.8 14.2
45-64 years------cemmm e 385 327 58 | 100.0 84.9 15.1
65+ years-ee-mm oo e e e 429 356 74| 100.0 83.0 17.2

Living with relatives-married

All agesmewmemcmc e 10,403 || 8,924 | 1,479 100.0 85.8 14,2
Under 15 yearS=--—--ccmccmmmca e * * * * * *
15-44 yearg=—=—moccm e 6,799 | 5,947 852 | 100.0 87.5 12.5
45-64 years------—cmmm e e 2,710 § 2,264 446 | 100.0 83.5 16.5
65+ years=----- e 894 712 181 | 100.0 79.6 20.2

All ages 5,087 || 4,449 638 | 100.0 87.5 12.5
Under 15 years 2,874 2,569 306 100.0 89.4 10.6
15-4k YeATS-mmmmmmmmsm— e e e mam 1,408 1,216 | 191| 100.0 86.4 | 13.6
4564 JEALS=====n=mmmmmmmm—m—— ;e o e e e 365 304 61 | 100.0 83.3 | 16.7
65+ years=-~emmeom e e 440 360 79 | 100.0 81.8 18.0
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Table 9. Average amnnual number and percent distribution of persons with short-stay hospital
episodes, by number of hospital days during the year according to living arrangement and age:
United States, July 1960-June 1962

E)nta are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Number of hospital days
Living arrangement
and age
Total 1-7 8-14 | 15-30 | 31+ | Total 1-7 | 8-14 15-30 ] 31+
Average number of persons in
All arrangements thousands Percent distribution
All ages---=----- 16,649 )| 11,126 | 3,056 | 1,628 | 839 100.0 66.8 | 18.4 9.8 5.0
Under 15 years====-~=-- 2,875 2,237 361 192 85 100.0 8112.6 6.7 3.0
15-44 years==--==-===-a- 8,551 6,548 | 1,247 505 | 251} 100.0 76.6 | 14.6 5.9 2.9
45-64 years=======c=-u-- 3,460 1,681 936 551 | 292 100.0 48.6 | 27.1 15.9 8.4
65+ years--=wm=-mucnnn- 1,762 660 511 380 ( 211} 100.0 37.5] 29.0 21.6 12.0
Living alone or
with nonrelatives
All ages---=-=~--- 1,159 552 299 186 122 | 100.0 47.6 | 25.8 16.0 10.5
Under 15 years--------- * * * * * * * * * *
15-44 years-===-==wn===~ 344 218 67 * * 100.0 63.4119.5 * *
45-64 years-=-=====c==- 385 166 109 65 * 100.0 43.1128.3 16.9 *
65+ yearsmmew-mmmmneaa- 429 167 123 86 53 100.0 38.928.7 20.0 12.4
Living with relatives-
married
All ages==--w===~- 10,403} 7,024 | 1,953 975 | 450 100.0 67.5118.8 9.4 4.3
Under 15 years * %* * * * * * * * *
15-44 yearsw=ww=-== 6,799 5,335 952 364 | 148 100.0 78.5114.0 5.4 2.2
45-64 years=mmmmmmnau-- 2,710 1,366 723 416 205 | 100.0 50.4 1 26.7 15.4 7.6
65+ years-----=-eeoew= 894 323 278 195 97 | 100.0 36.1]31.1 21.8 10.9
Living with relatives-
other
All ages--------- 5,0871[ 3,550 803 467 | 267 | 100.0 69.8 115.8 9.2 5.2
Under 15 years--------- 2,874 2,236 361 192 85| 100.0 77.8 1 12.6 6.7 3.0
15~44 years-=~=-=-=====- 1,408 995 228 107 78 100.0 70.7 116.2 7.6 5.5
45-64 years-e===-mevme—- 365 149 104 69 * | 100.0 40.8 | 28.5 18.9 *
65+ years=-w-=c-cwemen- 440 169 110 99 61} 100.0 38.4 ] 25.0 22.5 ] 13.9
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Table 10. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons with 1+ short-stay hospital
episodes, by number of episodes according to geographic region and age: United States, July
1960-June 1962

E)ata are besed on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Number of hospital episodes
Geographic region and age
Total 1 2+ Total 1 2+
Average number of
All regions persons in thousands Percent distribution
All ages-m---emmeem et m e 16,649} 14,351 ] 2,297 | 100.0 86.2 13.8
Under 15 years==---=ce-rmemeoccmaacoccnccnnaaana- 2,875 2,569 306 | 100.0 89.4 10.6
15-44 years-- 8,551 | 7,459 1,092 | 100.0 87.2 12.8
45-64 years-- 3,460 2,895 565 | 100.0 83.7 16.3
65+ years--=m-=-e-emee—men e ccmeea e ceeae— 1,762 {1 1,428 334} 100.0 81.0 19.0
Northeast
All ageS------memmccecem e e .= 4,132) 3,636 496 | 100.0 88.0 12.0
Undexr 15 yearsS=---=w-mm-c-cermemacoccaaae o cc—nnn 734 656 78 100.0 89.4 10.6
15-44 years=memwwc-m-crree e de— e anaa 2,088 1,843 2451 100.0 88.3 11.7
45-64 yearg-we--e-mem e e e e cm e 873 764 109 | 100.0 87.5 12.5
65+ years-cw=smccmm et e m e 437 374 64 | 100.0 85.6 14.6
North Central
All ages~---mcemmmmeccem e aece——a———— 4,910 4,226 685 | 100.0 86.1 14.0
Under 15 years 852 765 87| 100.0 89.8 10.2
15-44 years==-=~===m-- 2,4894 2,160 329 | 100.0 86.8 13.2
45-64 years=-=--m-mmmeeca e e e — e 1,014 841 173| 100.0 82.9 17.1
65+ years=-=memm--om e e e ad e .- 555 460 95| 100.0 82.9 17.1
South
All ages--=--wmeeme—mmeccce e ec e aa—naaa 5,025 4,300 726 | 100.0 85.6 14.4
Under 15 years=-==-emcremcccmmmaccce e ccnce e 806 726 80| 100.0 90.1 9.9
15-44 year§e=--=c-mmccammnccm e e e 2,628) 2,290 338} 100.0 87.1 12.9
45-64 years=-==-cemmmcm e e e 1,065 877 1881 100.0 82.3 17.7
65+ years-=----mwmmmeceece o e e ceceacaa. 526 407 120 | 100.0 77 .4 22.8
West
All ageS==~-===-~s-cmcsemcemem—ccceccccac—- 2,58L1) 2,189 391 | 100.0 84.8 15.1
Under 15 yearS==-==--ceee-mcecencceee e e 483 423 60 ] 100.0 87.6 12,4
15-44 yearse----m-=-ccommmmmo i 1,345 1,166 179 | 100.0 86.7 13.3
45-64 yearserm--mc-mmmememmenan e an e c o —an o 509 413 96 { 100.0 81.1 18.9
65+ years-vem----mescrmc e e—eee e e e 243 188 56 | 100.0 77.4 23.0
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Table 1ll. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons
of hospital days during the year according to geographic

episodes, by number

United States, July 1960-June 1962

[I:)atu are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Ii]

with 1+ short-stay hospital
region and age:

Number of hospital days
Geographic region
and age
Total 1-7 8-14 | 15-30 { 31+ | Total 1-7 |8-14 |15-30 | 31+
Average number of persons in
All regions thousands Percent distribution
All ageS=m==n~===-n 16,649 )] 11,126 | 3,056 | 1,628 | 839 | 100.0 66.8 | 18.4 9.8 5.0
Under 15 years--===----- 2,875 2,237 361} -192 85| 100.0 77.8 | 12.6 6.7 3.0
15-44 yearg~=-~-=-=cev--- 8,551l 6,548 | 1,247 5051 251 | 100.0 76.6 | 14.6 5.9 2,9
45-64 yearse=m~-m=mw--u- 3,460 1,681 936 551 | 292} 100.0 48.6 | 27.1| 15.9 8.4
65+ yeargm=-camcmonnnax 1,762 660 511 380 | 211 100.0 37.5| 29.0 | 21.6§ 12,0
Northeast
All ageS~===w~--- 4,132 2,605 838 438 | 252 | 100.0 63.0 | 20.3 | 10.6 6.1
Under 15 years==-~-c=-=-== 734 551 103 56 *| 100.0 75.1 | 14.0 7.6 *
15=44 yearg==w-mome—n-- 2,088 1,548 331 133 77 | 100.0 74.1 | 15.9 6.4 3.7
45-64 years--~----=---- 873 363 280 152 79| 100.0 41.6 | 32.1 | 17.4 2.0
65+ years==-m=m-cwecaowo 437 143 125 97 72 100.0 32,7 | 28,6 22,2 | 16.5
North Central
All ageg=~==-=~-- 4,910 3,259 903 513 ] 235{ 100.0 66.4 | 18.4} 10.4 4,8
Under 15 yearg==----~--- 852 661 106 64 *| 100.0 77.6 | 12.4 7.5 *
15-44 years=-=-e-—-on-- 2,489 1,907 361 157 641 100.0 76.6 | 14.5 6.3 2,6
45-64 years-=m-=-e=aa~-= 1,014 491 272 167 83| 100.0 48.4 | 26.8| 16.5 8.2
65+ years=e-=--we-cuaa- 555 201 164 125 66| 100.0 36.2 | 29.5| 22,5 11.9
South
All ages=---~w-=-= 5,025 3,413 918 477 | 2161 100.0 67.9 | 18.3 9.5 4.3
Under 15 years=-----=-- 806 633 100 47 *| 100.0 78.5 | 12.4 5.8 *
15-44 yearse=--=--ce--- 2,628 2,008 394 158 68| 100.0 76.4 { 15.0 6.0 2.6
45=64 yearsmrmme-mamana 1,065 559 268 159 78| 100.0 52.5 | 25.2| 14.9 7.3
65t yearg=-em-meamecacx 526 213 156 114 *1 100.0 40.5 | 29.7 | 21.7 *
West
All ages-=w=--w-= 2,581 | 1,849 396 200 | 136 | 100.0 71.6 | 15.3 7.7 5.3
Under 15 yearg---=--=-- 483 393 53 * *1 100.0 81.4 | 11.0 * *
15-44 yearg=-wme=cme~w~ 1,345 1,084 161 58 *| 100.0 80.6 | 12.0 4.3 *
45-64 yeargm=--ocanaaax 509 269 116 72 52| 100.0 52.8 | 22,8 | 14,1 | 10,2
65+ yearg--=ew--enovonx 243 103 66 45 *{ 100.0 42.4 | 27.2 | 18.5 *
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Table 12. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons
episodes, by number of hospital days during the year according to age and number of episodes:

United States, July 1960-June 1962

with 1+ short-stay hospital

E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Age and number of episodes

Number of hospital days

Total 1-7 8-14 15-30 31+
All ages Average number of persons in thousands
All episodeS==-wwe--ccmcmcmncne e 16,649 11,126 3,056 1,628 839
1 episodemmmmmammmm e oo 14,351 10,642 2,352 975 382
24+ episodess=~---crommmmem e 2,297 484 703 653 457
Under 15 years
All episodes-=-=-se-mm—cemenmcne oo 2,875 2,237 361 192 85
1l episode-~wc--cmaccccmmccccccdmcccac e 2,569 2,134 268 118 49
2+ episodeg~---r-mmmacmcemmcccemccnccccnna—- 306 103 93 74 *
15-44 vyears
All episodes---=-==sccmommaon e 8,551 6,548 1,247 505 251
1 episodes-=c-mcmmmccccst e rcaaamc e naae e 7,459 6,251 865 248 95
2+ episodes==smmomocmm e 1,092 297 382 257 156
45-64 years
All episodeg=-=s-cmemecancmm e 3,460 1,681 936 551 292
1 episode=-m-cmmccmm et e 2,895 1,621 788 350 136
24+ episodes~==--ce-cmmme e 565 60 148 201 156
65+ years
All episodes=---e-mmemmnmme e 1,762 660 511 380 211
1 episode=-emmomccumn e m e e c e em 1,428 636 431 259 102
24 episodes=eemmmr o m et e 334 * 80 121 110
All ages Percent distribution
All episodes=---=-ccmmccmmcccmnnccnna. 100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5.0
1 episode~-=mmcmmeomem e e e 100.0 74,2 16.4 6.8 2.7
2+ episodess==mmmemmo o e e 100.0 21.1 30.6 28.4 19.9
Under 15 years
All episodeg=-w~-=msmmemanmm e 100.0 77.8 12.6 6.7 3.0
1 episode-=-=rmmcmmm o e e 100.0 83.1 10.4 4.6 1.9
24+ episodes—=-~=-—--c-rmmcmcccccccnmana—an 100.0 33.7 30.4 24,2 *
15-44 years
All episodes=====cmmoccnmcm i ae 100.0 76.6 14.6 5.9 2.9
1 episode----=mcmcrmm e 100.0 83.8 11.6 3.3 1.3
2+ episodeS=s=-m-=mmccmmmec o cccce e e 100.0 27.2 35.0 23.5 14.3
45-64 years
All episodes====--memmecmmee o ammeaa o 100.0 48.6 27.1 15.9 8.4
1 episode=-—-m—mcomc e m 100.0 56.0 27.2 12,1 4.7
2+ episodes~=-mecscmmm e ncem 100.0 10.6 26,2 35.6 27.6
65+ years
All episodes=-==cummomanmmna e 100.0 37.5 29.0 21.6 12.0
1 episode~-cre-ccemmcem e 100.0 44,5 30.2 18.1 7.1
2+ episodes=mec-mcmcccmmmccc e cace i caaeem 100.0 * 24,0 36.2 32.9
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Table 13. Average annual number and percemt distribution of persons with 1+ short-stay hospital
episodes, by number of hospital days during the year according to sex and number of episodes:

United States, July 1960-June 1962

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix H]

Sex and number of episodes

Number of hospital days

Both sexes
All episodes==m==-mcmcce e

1 episode~--rccmecccmm e ecae
2+ episodes-m-=e——omemmm oot e oo

All episodeS-=~=weemmemccmmmaona o eaaa

1 episode~=cmmem e e e e e
2+ episodege=em==wmmmmeonommcamea e cee e

All episodes===-~mc-mvmmmmme e

1 episode~-mesamcummmenammameeac i aeaoaeaae
2+ episodes~mmmmcmmamua e

Both sexes

All episodegme==cmmmemmcmcccanacaaaaa
1 eplgode-memmnamaean e e
2+ episodes==--mewmmmcsmonmcoc o ce e eae
Male
All episodege-=-vommmemceocceccna——o
1 episode-=-=-mmeamc oo
2t episodesmemmmmmmmmcmancea e enccmaen
Female
All episodes-=-====memomemmmcmomaoaoo
1 episode=m====r-mommmmecnmmamn e e a— e aa
2+ episodes=-==e-cmcmcacamcmenccmmnem——an——

Total 1-7 8-14 15-30 31+
Average number of persons in thousands
16,649 11,126 3,056 1,628 839
14,351 10,642 2,352 975 382
2,297 484 703 653 457
6,087 3,573 1,261 791 462
5,164 3,417 1,005 522 219
923 156 256 268 243
10,561 7,553 1,794 837 377
9,187 7,225 1,347 452 163
1,374 329 447 385 214
Percent distribution
100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5.0
100.0 74.2 16.4 6.8 2.7
100.0 21.1 30.6 28.4 19.9
100.0 58.7 20.7 13.0 7.6
100.0 66.2 19.5 10.1 4.2
100.0 16.9 27.7 29.0 26.3
100.0 71.5 17.0 7.9 3.6
100.0 78.6 4.7 4.9 1.8
100.0 23.9 32.5 28.0 15.6
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Table 14. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons
episodes, by number of hospital days during the year according to color and number of episodes:

United States, July 1960-June 1962

with 1+ short-stay hospital

ﬁ)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and infonnation
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix If

Number of hospital days

Color and number of episodes
Total 1-7 8-14 15-30 31+
Total Average number of persons in thousands
All episodes-—--~--—mceommcmem oo 16,649 11,126 3,056 1,628 839
1 episode=-—mm-merro e e 14,351 10,642 2,352 975 382
2+ episodes==~--=mmmccmmm e 2,297 484 703 653 457
VWhite
All episodes-=--~=ceceenmmcnancnanane 15,119 10,168 2,758 1,453 741
1 episode-mmcmmemm o e 13,022 9,718 2,114 856 334
2+ episodes====mw e eeeeeaem 2,097 449 644 597 407
Nonwhite
All episodes---=r==c-cememmcaccnaea 1,530 959 298 175 98
1 episode~memmcmmm o 1,330 924 239 119 49
2+ episodes=mm=memmmma s e 200 * 59 57 50
Total Percent distribution
All episodesS=wm-—c e 100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5,0
1l episode~--m—mmm o o 100.0 74.2 16.4 6.8 2.7
2+ episodesS=-=----memce e 100.0 21.1 30.6 28.4 19.9
White
All episodesee=crmccacmccmmm e 100.0 67.3 18.2 9.6 4.9
1 episode-===ccmmemmm e 100.0 74.6 16.2 6.6 2.6
2+ episodes—-===--c-mmmmcm e ae 100.0 21.4 30.7 28.5 19.4
Nonwhite
All episodesSe-=v=meommmmccncmccccaaaaa 100.0 62.7 19.5 11l.4 6.4
1 episode-mmmmccemmma e dcma oo 100.0 69.5 18.0 8.9 3.7
2+ episodese-e-==emcmmmm e 100.0 * 29.5 28.5 25.0

28



Table 15. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons with 1+ short-stay hospital episodes,
by number of hospital days during the year according to family income and number of episodes: United

States, July 1960-June 1962

E)ntn are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population, The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the relia-
bility of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 1

Family income and number of episodes

Number of hospital days

All incomes

All episodes~-e=memmmomcoccmenc oo m e
1l eplsode=====memreeccmdemmecne—eem s e s oo mmmememem e
2+ eplBodeS===mrmmmemmccmnem oo meedaccnce i m oo e
Undex $2,000
All episodes==m==rm-mmescmecccno o mae e
1 eplsodemv=r-mrmmeccce e e c e s
24 episodeseecwmememumccomeaeamae o ccncd e e o
$2,000-53,999
All episodes===wommmmmemcceoncneeoemcno oo
1 eplsodesmw=mmmmecmmmmrrc e c e amc e ec e a e
2+ episodeSwmemsmmrmmmememccmoccm oo oot o s mna e
$4,000-$6,999
All episodeS-==-rmrm=c—momcmonon e on o me o m e mm e
1 episode-=m-wrmemcacmemm e e
2+ episodeg--euc-cnmeain e m e e e e c e ae o
$7,000+
All episodeS=-m-cc-memccccnann e a e
1 episode-~-m-nrecemmcre e me e
24+ eplsodes-=cmcememecmcammcnmc e md e a e
Unknown
All episodes==-emrmmcccocmacdncc e caem e
1l episode--r-wacmecamcmmcc e o
24+ episodeg-e-mwmmmmmcm e e o
All incomes
All episodes=rmmecemmoomceoccmcmc e cnea oo
1 eplsode~=w=vmmecomemm e e mm e e ———
2+ episodeS--mmscemmacmocaccccec e e e ceaa e m e m e
Under $2,000
All episodeS=--=---meceummeoocna—me—cmmemceoene
Ll episodes=mm-cmmmmcemamnc oo mnmaamee
2+ eplsodes=====n=-- e R L L L L e e Lt
$2,000-$3,999
All episodeS=-cwrmccmmmmemt st r e e o
1 episode--=-memmomom e e e
2+ eplgodes--r-cmmmcc e c e

All episodes

1 episode-=c-reomcnnm e mm e
2+ eplsodeg--=-----mccmmmeemmnnm e mcmemcc oo menn e

All episodes

1 episode=--c-=mmecoaaoao
2+ eplsodes

All episodes

1 epigode~=m-rececmeinmac e s ae e m et e n e
2+ episodes-~--

Toral || 17 8-14 15-30 31+
Average number of persons in thousands
16,649 11,126 3,056 1,628 839
14,351 10,642 2,352 975 382
2,297 484 703 653 457
2,147 1,197 447 300 202
1,768 1,136 353 183 97
379 61 95 118 105
3,340 2,129 624 373 214
2,840 2,044 478 227 91
499 85 146 146 123
5,978 4,199 1,061 499 219
5,182 4,002 801 280 99
796 197 261 218 121
4,279 3,021 758 357 142
3,783 2,903 590 224 66
496 118 168 133 76
905 581 165 98 61
778 557 131 60 *
128 * * * *
Percent distribution
100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5.0
100.0 74.2 16.4 6.8 2.7
100.0 21.1 30.6 28.4 19.9
100.0 55.8 20.8 14.0 9.4
100.0 64.3 20.0 10.4 5.5
100.0 16.1 25.1 31.1 27.7
100.0 63.7 18.7 11.2 6.4
100.0 72.0 16.8 8.0 3.2
100.0 17.0 29.3 29.3 24.6
100.0 70.2 17.7 8.3 3.7
100.0 77.2 15.5 5.4 1.9
100.0 24.7 32.8 27.4 15.2
100.0 70.6 17.7 8.3 3.3
100.0 76.7 15.6 5.9 1.7
100.0 23.8 33.9 26.8 15.3
100.0 64.2 18.2 10.8 6.7
100.0 71.6 16.8 7.7 *
100.0 % * * *
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Table 16. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons
sodes, by number of hospital days during the year according to living arrangement,
episodes: United States, July 1960-June 1962

E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the relia-

bility of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

with 1+ short-stay hospital epi-
age, and number of

Living arrangement, age, and

Number of hospital days

number of episodes
Total 1-7 8-14 | 15-30 |31+ | Total || 1-7 | 8-14 | 15-30 | 31+
Average number of persons
All living arrangements in thousands Percent distribution
All ages-~--wm=mmmmmcoe oo 16,649 111,126 | 3,056 | 1,628 | 839 | 100.0 [| 66.8 ] 18.4 9.81] 5.0
Under 65 years
Totales-ccmomcccaccc e cccec 14,886 | 10,466 | 2,545 | 1,248 | 628 100.0 || 70.3| 17.1 8.4 | 4,2
1 episoder-c-m-ecmmam e 12,923 |f 10,006 | 1,921 715 { 281 100.0 || 77.4 | 14.9 5.5 2.2
24+ episodes-----cmemmcmmaamcaeeae 1,963 460 623 532 | 347 | 100.0 || 23.4| 31.7 27.1117.7
65+ years
Totale~moemcmcm e 1,762 660 511 380 | 211 100.0 || 37.5| 29.0 } 21.6 }|12.0
1 episode~-----ccmommmmcmceaa e 1,428 636 431 259 102 | 100.0 || 44.5)130.2 | 18.1} 7.1
2+ episodes---==----mmmemmmmeceeo 334 24 80 121 | 110} 100.0 7.2) 24,0 36.2 | 32.9
Living alone or with
nonrelatives
All ageS=-~=--mccmmcmmmmennean 1,159 552 299 186 | 122 ] 100.0 || 47.6] 25.8 16.0 ] 10.5
Under 65 years
Totgleww-memcmmomcc e e e neae 729 385 176 100 69| 100.0 || 52.8| 24.1 13.7 | 9.5
1 episode~--=-romocccmccn e 623 368 141 70 44 [ 100.0 || 59.1} 22.6 11.2} 7.1
2+ episodes=-wcmmcacmmmncca oo 107 * * * *1 100.0 * * * *
65+ years
Total--wmmemcccccmeccecm e 429 167 123 86 53] 100.0 || 38.9 ] 28.7 20.0 j12.4
1 episode====cmesaacmaarncn e nan 356 160 108 61 *#1100.0 | 44.9(30.3] 17.1 *
24+ episodes---=-mroccmcmmaeaamceea 74 * * * * | 100.0 * * * *
Living with relatives-
married
All ageS----~--m-macncemnaoa- 10,403 7,024 1,953 975 | 450 | 100.0 | 67.5| 18.8 9.4 4.3
Under 65 years
Totaleewarmome e i mcncaaaane 9,509 6,701 ] 1,675 780 | 353 | 100.0 || 70.5| 17.6 8.2 3.7
1 episode~=em-cmecmmmccccmaa oo 8,211 | 6,407 ] 1,259 418 | 127 | 100.0 |{ 78.0( 15.3 5.1 1.5
24+ episodes---=-ececccmncmmoaa 1,298 294 416 362 | 225( 100.0 22,7132.0) 27.9117.3
65+ years
Totalem===mco—cmmcacccccacmes 894 323 278 195 971.100.0 36.1131.11 21.8]10.9
1 episode=-weeccmnacccccrcnnmcnna- 712 310 231 131 *1100.0 || 43.5| 32.4| 18.4 *
2+ episodes-=-m-cmcmmmcaaccncnaean 181 * * *65 56 | 100.0 * * | 35.9 }130.9
Living with relatives-
other
All ages-~-=w-mmmcccmmencaan 5,087 3,550 803 467 267 | 100.0 || 69.8} 15.8 9.2 | 5.2
Under 65 years
Total=mm=ccomomm e ccae oo 4,647 3,381 693 368 | 206 100.0 || 72.8 | 14.9 7.9 4.4
1 episode~=c--m-cmmmcmmcaccncacnnn 4,089 3,231 521 228 | 109| 100.0 || 79.0 | 12.7 5.6 | 2.7
2+ episodes~=r=r~mcmencc oo 558 150 173 140 97 | 100.0 26,9 | 31.0 | 25.1|17.4
65+ years
TOLAlmmmmm—mm——————————————— 440 169 110 99 61} 100.0 |} 38.4]25.0 | 22.5]13.9
1 episode-------c-cmecmmmnceaco 360 166 93 68 #| 100.0 |f 46.1 | 25.8 18.9 *
2+ episodes-eweemrecnacccccmcnacna. 79 * * * * 1 100.0 * * * *
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Table 17. Average annual number and percent distribution of persons with 1+ short-stay hospital episodes,
by number of hospital days during the year according to geographic region and number of episodes: United
States, July 1960-June 1962

E)atn aro based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qusalifications, and information on the relia-

bility of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix lﬂ

Number of hospital days
Geographic region and number of episodes

Total [ 1-7 | 814 | 15-30 31+
All regions Average number of persons in thousands
All episodes-r---mececcemdc e cenm e 16,649 11,126 3,056 1,628 839
1l epilsode=m--como e mm e e e e 14,351 10,642 2,352 975 382
2+ epilsodes 2,297 484 703 653 457
All episodeS-e-=memmmamcccmcnane e 4,132 2,605 838 438 252
1 eplsode~-=cucmcmmmnaaa- B L L el 3,636 2,515 694 300 128
2+ epLl80deS-m== = mm e et 496 90 144 138 124
North Central
All episodes=cmem-ccmmcomomm e e 4,910 3,259 903 513 235
1l episode==-rmmacacanau- 4,226 3,111 703 303 108
2+ episodes 685 148 200 209 127
All episodeg-srmmcmmmmam et e 5,025 3,413 918 477 216
1 episodem-ceccnammc et 4,300 3,267 685 258 89
2+ eplsodesS-—smemceemmmcn e e e e e = 726 146 233 219 127
West
All episodes----=crm-cmomm e 2,581 1,849 396 200 136
1 episode~------w-- 2,189 1,749 271 113 57
2+ episodes 391 100 126 87 79

Percent distribution

All episodeS====-cmmmmoccccm e e 100.0 66.8 18.4 9.8 5,0

1 episode~===== 100.0 74.2 16.4 6.8 2.7

2+ episodes=r=c-cmrcccc et e 100.0 21.1 30.6 28.4 19.9

All episodeS--=cwremommnm e ce i mc i nmm e nme— e 100.0 63.0 20.3 10.6 6.1

L eplsodes-mmcmmmem e 100.0 69.2 19.1 8.3 3.5

2+ episodegme-cmmecmcccunncmnc e nm e e e 100.0 18.1 29.0 27.8 25.0

North Central

All episodes=me—mmcmemmm e eae 100.0 66.4 18.4 10.4 4.8

1 eplsode=mmummmmmcr e e e 100.0 73.6 16.6 7.2 2.6

2+ epilsodes--= mmmmcmec e cme e 100.0 21.6 29.2 30.5 18.5
South

All eplsodes==--e-mmmm o e 100.0 67.9 18.3 9.5 4.3

1 eplsodeemcmumancccm e e c e e e 100.0 76.0 15.9 6.0 2,1

2+ episodes=meemmc o cmaa e cia e 100.0 20.1 32.1 30.2 17.5
West

All episodes-=e=cmmccmmmmamcma e 100.0 71.6 __15.3 7.7 5.3

1l episode=-e-rmmmma e e e 100.0 79.9 12.4 5.2 2.6

2+ eplsodeS~revcemmmmmm e e m e 100.0 25.6 32.2 22.3 20.2

31



Table 18. Average population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by color, family
income, sex, and age: United States, July 1960-June 1962

Ij)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix IIJ

Color Family income
Sex and age Total 52 84,000
. Non- Under ,000- ,000-
White | chite |$2,000 | $3,999 | “$é,999 |$7,000+ | Unknown
Both sexes Population in thousands
All ages----------- 179,388 158,547 | 20,841 [ 23,564 | 34,391 | 61,253 | 49,347 | 10,833
Under 45 years------=--=-- 127,104 110,808 | 16,296 | 12,827 | 23,535 | 47,762 | 36,275 6,704
Under 15 years--~------ 57,7041 49,411 8,293 5,849 | 11,029} 22,397 | 15,556 2,872
15-44 years-~ew=--m-n=-- 69,400) 61,397 8,003 | 6,978 | 12,506 | 25,366 | 20,718 3,832
45+ yearSemmw-cemcccanaan 52,284\ 47,739 4,545 110,737 | 10,856 | 13,490 | 13,072 4,129
45-64 years—-—==--v-w--- 36,5104 33,090 3,420 ) 4,960 6,911 | 10,834 { 11,034 2,771
65+ yearsw-=cmw~-u-mean 15,774 14,649 1,126 | 5,776 3,945 2,656 2,038 1,358
Male
All ages-~-----=w-- 87,134 77,143 9,992 | 10,656 | 16,354 | 30,287 | 24,668 5,169
Under 45 years~---------- 62,495 54,662 7,834 ) 6,346 § 11,372 | 23,497 | 17,946 3,334
Under 15 yearse-~---=-- 29,3781 25,250 4,128 | 3,042 5,562 | 11,351 7,917 1,506
15~44 years--we-—waaeo—n 33,117§{ 29,412 3,705 | 3,304 5,809 | 12,147 | 10,029 1,828
454+ years-—--=---eeonce-a- 24,639 22,481 2,158 | 4,310 4,982 6,789 6,722 1,836
45-64 years—---=--=-w-- 17,586 15,954 1,632 | 1,958 2,987 5,550 5,805 1,287
65+ years=--e-e-mmonnoan 7,053 6,527 526 | 2,352 1,995 1,240 917 549
Female
All ages--=---=m=-- 92,254 81,404 | 10,849 [ 12,908 | 18,037 | 30,966 | 24,679 5,664
Under 45 years----------- 64,609 56,146 8,462 | 6,481 | 12,163 ] 24,265 | 18,329 3,370
Under 15 years------=-- 28,326 24,161 4,165 | 2,807 5,467 | 11,046 7,639 1,367
15-44 years====-cwc-wuac 36,283} 31,985 4,298 | 3,674 6,696 | 13,219 | 10,690 2,004
45+ years--ws-scmmcccaaa 27 ,645| 25,258 2,387 | 6,426 5,873 6,701 6,351 2,294
45-64 years-----==-c-n- 18,924 17,136 1,788 | 3,002 3,924 5,284 5,229 1,485
65+ years-----w---m==n- 8,721 8,122 600 | 3,424 1,950 1,417 1,121 809
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Table 19. Average population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by living arrange-

ment,

geographic region, sex, and age: United States, July 1960-June 1962

[Dntu are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Living arrangement

Geographic region

Living o .
Sex and age Total alone L;Zig%igégh

or with North- North

non- east |Central | South West
rela- .
tives Married | Other
Both sexes Population in thousands
All ages=-=-mr-mmea~an 179,388 11,692 81,738 | 85,957 | 46,395 50,927 | 54,329 | 27,737
Under 15 years~==-----cmeaew 57,704 46 ees | 57,657 1 13,736 16,560 | 18,279 9,129
15-44 years=-~=--cemacoaao—-o 69,400 4,007 44,951 | 20,442 | 18,054 19,260 | 21,195 | 10,891
15-24 years-==-=-ccwoauaea- 24,022 1,817 6,885 | 15,320 5,870 6,556 7,925 3,671
25-44 yearsem-—-mmccman—oo 45,378 2,189 38,066 5,122 | 12,184 12,703 | 13,270 7,220
45-64 yearsemmm=-me--ccaaa-o-- 36,510 3,797 28,671 | 4,043 )10,129 10,307 | 10,556 5,517
65+ years==---m--—cmecccacca-- 15,774 3,842 8,116 3,815 4,476 4,800 4,299 2,200
Male
All ages=--=-=c-aom-a- 87,134 4,794 | 40,893 | 41,447 | 22,373 24,997 | 26,356 | 13,408
Under 15 years--------cecaa-- 29,378 32 .e. | 29,346 7,030 8,448 9,340 4,560
15-44 yearsm=r=-ce-uec—uona- 33,117 2,266 20,754 | 10,097 8,615 9,335 ] 10,052 5,115
15-24 years----~w-w-oca-a- 11,428 992 2,374 8,063 2,797 3,141 3,808 1,682
25~44 yearg------cmmmumcan 21,689 1,274 18,380 2,034 5,818 6,194 6,244 3,433
45-64 yearS==--eaw-c—-ccaann. 17,586 1,358 15,125 1,104 | 4,776 5,048 5,033 2,730
65+ yearg=m-=--—mamacmooenoo 7,053 1,139 5,014 200 1,952 2,166 1,931 1,004
Female

All ages~~-~--mec-a-n- 92,254 6,898 | 40,846 | 44,510 | 24,022 25,931 27,972 | 14,329
Under 15 years-—-----e--e-a-- 28,326 15 ... | 28,311 | 6,706 8,113 8,939 4,569
15-44 yearg=-=wme—=aomamana-- 36,283 1,740 24,197 {10,345 9,439 9,925 | 11,143 5,776
15-24 yearge=wsmeoscmcoaann 12,594 825 4,511 | 7,257 3,073 3,415 4,117 1,989
25-44 year§em-me-menoc-cea 23,689 915 19,686 3,088 6,365 6,510 7,026 3,788
45-64 years--m-mmesancmcano o 18,924 2,439 13,546 2,939 5,353 5,260 5,524 2,788
65+ years§==-=----ccaccannana-a 8,721 2,704 3,102 2,915 2,524 2,634 2,367 1,196
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APPENDIX |

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Background of This Report

This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Health Survey. It
is based on information collected in a continuing nation-
wide sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey, a major part of the program.

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question-
naire which, in addition to personal and demographic
characteristics, obtains information on illnesses, in-
juries, chronic conditions and impairments, hospital-
ization, and other health topics. As data relating to
each of these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics. The present re-
port is based on the consolidated sample for 104 weeks
of interviewing during the period July 1960-June 1962.

The population covered by the sample for theHealth
Interview Survey is the civilian, noninstitutional popu-
lation of the United States living at the time of the inter-
view, The sample does not include members of the
Armed Forces, U.S. nationals living in foreign coun-
tries, or crews of vessels, It should also be noted that
the estimates shown do not represent a complete count
of episodes of hospitalization in short-stay hospitals
during the 2 years since no adjustment has been made
for household members who were hospitalized during
the 12-month-recall period but who died prior to the
time the household was interviewed.

Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the Survey
follows a multistage probability design which permits
a continuous sampling of the civilian, noninstitutional
population of the United States, The first stage of this
design consists of drawing a sample of 500 from the
1,900 geographically defined primary sampling units
(PSU's) into which the United States has been divided,
A PSU is a county, a group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area.

With no loss in general understanding, the remain-
ing stages can be telescoped and treated inthis discus-
sion as an ultimate stage, Within PSU's then, ultimate
stage units called segments are defined, also geograph-
ically, in such a manner that each segment contains an
expected six households in the sample. Each week a
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random sample of about 120 segments is drawn, In the
approximately 700 households in these segments, house-
hold members are interviewed concerning factors re-
lated to health,

Since the household members interviewed each
week are arepresentative sample of the population, sam-
ples for successive weeks can becombined intolarger
samples. Thus, the design permits both continuous
measurement of characteristics of high incidence or
prevalence inr the population and, through the larger
consolidated samples, more detailed analysis of less
common characteristics and smaller categories. The
continuous collection has administrative and operational
advantages as well as technical assets, sinceitpermits
field work to be handled with an experienced, stable
staff,

Sample size and geogvaphic detail.—Qver the 24~
month period ending June 1962, the sample included
approximately 250,000 persons from 76,000 households
in 12,800 segments, The overall sample was designed
in such a fashion that tabulations can be provided for
each of the major geographic regions and for urban and
rural sectors of the United States,

Collection of data.— Field operations for the house-
hold survey are performed by the Bureau of the Census
under specifications established by the National Center
for Health Statistics. In accordance with these specifi~
cations the Bureau of the Census selects the sample;
conducts the field interviewing as an agentof the Center;
and performs a manual edit and coding of the question-
naires, The Health Interview Survey, using Center
electronic computers, carries out further editing and
tabulates the edited data,

Estimating methods.— Each statistic produced by
the Survey—for example, the number of persons who
reported episodes of hospitalization—is the result of
two stages of ratio estimation. In the first of these, the
factor is the ratio of the 1950 decennial population
count to the 1950 estimated population in the National
Health Survey's first-stage sample of PSU's, These
factors are applied for some 50 color-residence classes,

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for
current population in about 60 age-sex-color classes
are computed and served as second-stage factors for
ratio estimating.

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to
make the sample closely representative of the popula-



tion by age, sex, color, and residence—thus reducing
sampling variance,

As noted, each week's sample represents the popu-
lation living during that week as well as characteristics
of the population. Consolidation of samples over a
time period, say a calendar quarter, produces esti-
mates of average characteristics of the U.S. popula-
tion for that calendar quarter,

For certain other types of statistics, namely
those measuring the number of occurrences during
a specified time period--such as the number of hos-
pital episodes or number of hospital days—a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statistics are
interpreted differently. For several of these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent's experience
during the year prior to the week of interview, Thus,
consolidation of, say, samples in 52 successive weeks
provides an estimate of 1 year's experience for all
persons in the population; the specific year differs
chronologically among persons in samples in the dif-
ferent weeks, the experience for each such person
being that in the 52 weeks prior tohis week of interview,

General Qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted for nonresponse
by a procedure which imputes to persons ina household
which was not interviewed the characteristics of per-
sons in households in the same segment which were in-
terviewed. The total noninterview rate was S percent; 1
percent was refusal, and the remainder was primarily
due to the failure to find any eligible household respond-
ent after repeated trials,

The tnterview process.—The statistics presented
in this report are based on replies secured in inter-~
views of persons in the sampled households. Each per-
son 19 years and over, available at the time of inter-
view, was interviewed individually, Proxy respondents
within the household were employed for children and
for adults not available at the time of the interview,
provided the respondent was closely related to the
person about whom information was being obtained,

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic
and other information collected in household interviews.
For diagnostic information, the household respondent
can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only the infor-
mation the physician has given the family, For con-
ditions not medically attended, diagnostic information
is often no more than a description of symptoms.
However, other types of facts such as those concerning
the circumstances and consequences of illness or injury
and the resulting action taken or sought by the individual
can be obtained more accurately from household mem-
bers than from any other source, since only the per-
sons concerned are in a position to report this in-
formation.

Rounding of numbers,—The original tabulations on
which the data in this report are based show all esti-

mates to the nearest whole unit. All consolidations
were made from the original tabulations using the esti-
mates to the nearest unit, In the final published tables
the figures are rounded to the nearest thousand, al-
though these are not necessarily accurate to that de-
tail, Devised statistics such as rates and percent
distributions are computed after the estimates on which
these are based have been rounded to the nearest
thousand.

Population figures.—Some of the published tables
include population figures for specified categories.
Except for certain overall totals by age and sex,
which are adjusted to independent estimates, these
figures are based on the sample of households in the
National Health Survey., These are given primarily to
provide denominators for rate computation, and for
this purpose are more appropriate for use with the
accompanying measures of health characteristics than
other population data that may be available, In some
instances these will permitusers to recombine published
data into classes more suitable to their specific needs.
With the exception of the overall totals by age and sex,
mentioned above, the population figures differ from
corresponding figures (which are derived from dif-
ferent sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. For population data for general use, see
the official estimates presented in Bureau of the
Census reports in the P-20, P-25, and P-60 series.

Reliability of Estimates

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they
will differ somewhat from the figures that would have
been obtained if a complete census had been taken using
the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per-
sonnel and procedures. As in any survey, the results
are also subject to measurement error,

The standard error is primarily a measure of sam-
pling variability, that is, the variations that might
occur by chance because only a sample of the population
is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the standard
error also reflects part of the variation which arises in
the measurement process, It does not include estimates
of any biases which might lie in the data, The chances
are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the sam-
ple would differ from a complete census by less than
the standard error. The chances are about 95out of 100
that the difference would be less thantwice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be less than
2% times as large.

The relative standard error of an estimate is ob-
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate
by the estimate itself and is expressed as a percentage
of the estimate, Included in this Appendix are charts
from which the relative standard errors can be de-
termined for estimates shown in the report, In order
to derive relative errors which would be applicable to
a wide variety of health statistics and which could be
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prepared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi-
mations were required, As a result, the charts pro-
vide an estimate of the approximate relative standard
error rather than the precise error for any specific
aggregate or percentage.

Three classes of statistics for the health survey
are identified for purposes of estimating variances,

Narrow range.—This class consists of (1) sta-
tistics which estimate a population attribute, e.g., the
number of persons with episodes of hospitalization, and
(2) statistics for which the measure for a single individ~
ual for the period of reference is usually either O or
1, on occasion may take on the value 2, and very
rarely, 3.

Medium range.~This class consists of other sta-
tistics for which the measure for a single individual for
the period of reference will rarely lieoutside the range
0 to 5.

Wide range.—This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual for the period
of reference frequently will range from O to a number
in excess of 5, e.g., the number of hospital days.

In addition to classifying variables according to
whether they are narrow-, medium-, or wide-range,
statistics in the Survey are further defined as:

Type A.~—Statistics on prevalence, and incidence
data for which the period of reference
in the questionnaire is 12 months.

Type B.—Incidence-type statistics for which the
period of reference in the questionnaire
is 2 weeks.

Only the charts on sampling error applicable to
data contained in this report are presented, Those shown
are charts for aggregates and percentages based on
eight calendar quarters of data collection.

General rules for determining relative sampling
errors.—The "guide" on page 37, together with thefol-
lowing rules, will enable the reader to determine ap-
proximate relative standard errors from the charts for
estimates presented in this report.

Rule 1, Estimates of aggregales: Approximaterel-
ative standard errors of estimates for
aggregates, such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic, areob-
tained from appropriate curves on page
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Rule 2,

38. The number of persons in the total
U.S. population or in an age-sex class of
the total population is adjusted to official
Bureau of the Census figures and is not
subject to sampling error.

Estimates of percentages in a percent
distribution: Relative standard errors for
percentages in a percent distribution of a
total are obtained from appropriate curves
on pages 39 and 40, For values whichdonot
fall on one of the curves presented in the
chart, visual interpolation will provide a
satisfactory approximate,

Rule 3, Estimates of rates wheve the numerator

Rule 4.

is a subclass of the denominator: Not
required for statistics presented in this
report,
Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies where a unit of the numerator
often occurs more than once for any one
unit in the denominator. For example, in
computing the number of days of hospitali-
zation per person per year, several of the
days included in the numerator could be
assigned to a person (one unit) in the de-
nominator. Approximate relative standard
errors for rates of this kind may be com~
puted as follows:

(a) Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex
groups of the total population, the rel-
ative error of the rate is equivalent to
the relative error of the numerator
which can be obtained directly from
the appropriate chart,

(b) In other cases, obtain the relative
standard error of the numerator and
of the denominator from the appropri-
ate curve, Square each of these rela-
tive errors, add the resulting values,
and extract the square root of the sum,
This procedure will result in an upper
bound and often will overstate the error,



Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts

The code shown below identifies the appropriate (1) A = aggregate, P = percentage; (2) the number of
curve to be used in estimating the relative standard calendar quarters of data collection; (3) the type of
error of the statistic described. The four components the statistic as described on page 36, and (4) the range
of each code describe the statistic as follows: of the statistic as described on page 36.

Use:
Statistic
Rule Code on page
Number of:
Persons in the U.S. population, or any age-sex Not subject to sampling error
category thereof--=-mre-meccrmmm e
Persons in any other population group-----~===~--- 1 ABAN 38
Hospital eplsodes per year====mrm-ccwcomccocanowan 1 ABAN 38
Hospital days per year-------wmec---comomacnooon— 1 ABAW 38
Percentage distribution of:
Hospital episodes, or population characteristic=-- 2 PBAN-M 39
Number of hospital days per hospitalized person
oy oY b R 4(b) Numer.: A8AW 38
Denom.: AS8AN 38
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Relative standard error (%)

38

20

100 b T P v S R I I I 100

Relative standard errors for aggregates based on eight quarters of data collection
for data of all types and ranges
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Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 5,000,000 (on scale at bottom of chart) for a
Narrow range type A statistic (code: A8AN) has a relative standard error of 1.9 percent,
read from scale at left side of chart, or a standard error of 95,000 (1.9 percent of
5,000,000). For a Wide range type B statistic (code: A8BW), an aggregate of 10,000,000
has a relative error of 9.3 percent or a standard error of 930,000 (9.3 percent of
10,000,000) .



Relative standard error (%)
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Relative standard errors for percentages based on eight quarters of data collection
for type A data, Narrow and Medium range
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on
an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative stanfard error of 2.8 percent (read from the scale
at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 in-
tersects the vertical line for 20 percent. Thé standard error in percentage points is
equal to 20 percent X 2.8 percent or 0.56 percentage points.
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APPENDIX i

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Hospitalization

Hospital episode.—A hospital episode is any con-
tinuous period of stay of one or more nights ina
hospital as an inpatient, except the period of stay of
a well, newborn infant. A hospital episode is recorded
for a family member whenever any part of his hospital
stay is included in the 12-month period prior to the
interview week,

Hospital.—For this Survey a hospital is defined
as any institution meeting one of the following criteria:
(1) named in the listing of hospitals in the 1957-1959
Guide Issues of Hospitals, the Journal of the American
Hospital Association; (2) named in the listing of
hospitals in the 1957-1960 Directories of the American
Osteopathic Hospital Association; or (3) named in the
annual inventory of hospitals and related facilities
submitted by the States to the Division of Hospital and
Medical Facilities of the U.S. Public Health Service
in conjunction with the Hill-Burton program.

Short-stay hospilal.— A short-stay hospital is one
for which the type of service is general; maternity;
eye, ear, nose, and throat; children's; osteopathic
hospital; or hospital department of institution,

Hospital day.—A hospital day is a day on which
a person is confined to a hospital. The day is counted
as a hospital day only if the patient stays overnight,
Thus, a patient who enters the hospital on Monday
afternoon and leaves Wednesday noon is considered to
have had two hospital days.

Hospital days during the year.—The number of
hospital days during the year is the total number for
all hospital episodes in the 12-month period prior to
the interview week, For the purposes of this estimate,
episodes overlapping the beginning or end of the 12-
month period are subdivided so that only those days
falling within the period are included.

Demographic, Social, and Economic Terms

Age.—~The age recorded for each person is the
age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years
and grouped in a variety of distributions depending
upon the purpose of the table.

Color.— Color is recorded as "White," or '"Non-
white." 'Nonwhite" includes Negro, American Indian,
Chinese, Japanese, and so forth, Mexican persons are
included with "White" unless definitely known to be
Indian or other nonwhite race,

Income of family or of unvelated individuals.—Each
member of a family is classified according to the total

income of the family of which he is a member, Within
the household all persons related to each other by
blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. Un-
related individuals are classified according to their
own income,

The income recorded is the total of all income re-~
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated
individual) in the 12-month period ending with the week
of interview, Income from all sources is included, e.g.,
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, help
from relatives, and so forth,

Region.—Classification of the population by geo-
graphic area of residence is provided by the grouping
of states into four major regions. These regions cor-
respond to those used by the Bureau of the Census.
They are as follows:

Region States Included

Northeast--------- Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania

North Central----- Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa,
Missouri, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas

South------r-meuun Delaware, Maryland, District of
Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Texas,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma

Weste-mmmmmmmomem Montana, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah, Nevada, Alaska, Washington,
Oregon, California, Hawaii

Living arrvangements.—The term "living arrange~

ments" describes the individual's relationship to other

persons within the same household. For this report

the definition includes these categories:

1. Living alone or with nonrelatives.—A person
living in a one-member household, or inahouse-~
hold with another person or persons none of whom
are related to him by blood, marriage, or a-
doption.

2. Living with relatives.—A person living in a
household with another person or persons of
whom one or more are related to him by blood,
marriage, or adoption. Persons living with rela-
tives are further classified by marital status
as "married" and "other."
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APPENDIX il

QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS REFERRING TO HOSPITALIZATION

15. () Hove you besn in o hospital of any time DURING THE PAST 12 MONTHS?
1f "Yes,"
(5} How many times were you in the hospital ovemight or longer?

{a} Was the baby born In o hospltal or at home?
If “‘hospital®® in q. 16(a) and 1 or more in q. 15(b), asks
(b) Was this hospltolization included in the numberyou just gave me?

(Check ptoper boxes for

18. If baby under one year listed as a household member, ask:
} both mother and child.)

17. (o), During the past 12 months has anyons in the family been @ patient in a nursing home or saniterlum?
1 *"Yes,” ask: .

(b) Who was this?
{c) How many timex were you In @ nursing home or sanitoriom?

No. of times
R(For | Forpetsons 17 yeats old or over, show who tesponded for (or was present during the asking of) q. 8-17. [IResponded for sclf-entirely
If persons responded for self, show whether catirely ot partly. For persons under 17 show who ded | 7 ded for sclf-partly
8 8-17) | for chem. Cal., was respondent
e ————————
Table I§ - HOSPITALIZATION DURING PAST 12 MONTHS
Cel. | Ques-} When did [How To Interviewer What did they xay of the hospltel the condition was --
No, tion [ you enter |many - did they glve it c madical nome?
of No. « hos-  |nights How many| Will you |How many Was this
o pital? were you Jof thesc | nced to | of these | person (If *'they’® dida’c say, ask):
Llson n the «= nights | ask Cols.| -~ nights | still in
€ (Month, hospital? [were in [ (f) and were last|the hos- What did the lest decter you talked to say it was?
2 year) the past | (2)? week or | pital on
o the week | last {Entry must show “Cause,'* “'Kind,” and *'Part of
g | smonths? before? | Sunday Body" in same detail as required in Table 1)
wl night?
() } (b} (< {d) G (= (6] (
B | (o e ) o)
. Mo or [ []Yes || [} Yes
ights
Yr: Nights Nights Cire ] Noae (e
N All
Mo: Do' [ Yes |———] 3 Yes
2 N Nights N
Ye: Nights | Nights | 3 N° |[JNoae| I Ne
, Moz e e S o
. ights
Yr: Nights Nights Ore {JNene bl

" Table l_- HOSPITALIZATION DURING PAST 12 MONTHS
Were any operations perfarmed on To Interviewer
you ldvr'nw this stay ot the hos- What is the name and sddress of the hospital you ware in? Carcy this condition through Tabie 1,
pital? if it does not appear these
If “*Yes," - e . AND u
' (Enter name, city aad State; if city not known, eater county) 1 or more mshz‘;nm Col., (B, .g
What was the name of the ition i > i
o operatien? ™ ;::gg;::ennl‘: on Card A, ot is an ;
(b) Any other eperutions? Will you need 1o fill Table ? B
[6)) i (xx)
] Yes [ Ne
——————— e e — e — e [T] Yes CINe |1
1 Yes [No
————————————————————————————— ] Yes CJNo |2
Yes No
O O™ | e [ Yes CINe |3

NOTE: Complete questionnaires used during interview period July 1960-June 1962 may be found in

Series 10, Nos. 3 and 4,
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