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IN THIS REPORT data ave presented on the volume of physician visits
duving the period July 1963-June 1964 for persons in the civilian, non-
institutional population of the United States. The distribution of visits is
shown by type of service received and place of visit as well as by a num-
ber of demographic characteristics of the population.

Another report on physicianvisils (Series 10, No. 19), also based on data
collected during the intevval July 1963-June 1964, presents information
on medical care by showing the distyibution of the population according
to the interval since last physician visit, It also presents data by a num-
bey of demographic characteristics of the population.

"Phrysician visits'' is a recurvent item vather than a continuous one
on the questionnaive used in the Health Interview Survey. Data on this
subject were previously collected during the period July 1957-June 1959,
and information based on this material was published in Health Statistics,
Series B, No. 19, In the currentveportan attempt has been made to pre-
sent, where possible, estimates comparable to those published earlier.

Duyring the data collection period, the estimated number of physician vis-
its per year was 844.3 million, representing a vate of4.5 visiis per per-
son. The rate of visits was highest for the very young (under 5 years)
and the very old (65 years and over). The frequency of visits increased
consistently as the family income incveased, from 4.3 visits pey pevson
per year among those with family income less than $2,000 to 5.1 visits
for those infamilies withincome of $10,000 or more. The physician vis-
it rate also varied directly with population density and with the amount
of educational attainment of the head of the family.

SYMBOLS

Data notavailable-cvemeccmao e ceccaea _—
Category notapplicable--eecmmeaaamcaan-

QuUantity ZerOmw--emcmeoccce e -
Quantity more than O but less than0.05---- 0.0

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision---=-=-ccmuaaaoa- *




VOLUME OF PHYSICIAN VISITS
BY PLACE OF VISIT AND TYPE OF SERVICE

Carolanne H. Hoffmann, Division of Health Interview Statistics

SELECTED FINDINGS

Persons in the civilian, noninstitutional pop-
ulation of the United States made an average of
4.5 physician visits per person per year during
the period July 1963-June 1964, This represents
an estimated total of 844.3 million visits to
physicians, exclusive of visits to hospital in-
patients. Of the total number of physician visits
made that year, approximately 70 percent took
place in a physician's office, 5 percent in the
patient’s home, and 12 percent in the outpatient
clinic of a hospital. Eleven percent were con-
sultations by telephone,

Of the visits reported during July 1963-June
1964, 81 percent were for diagnosis and/or treat-
ment of an illness or injury, and 8 percent were
for general checkups. Vaccinations accounted for
5 percent of the visits, while the remainder were
for prenatal and postnatal care or for other
reasons,

Among children under 15 years of age, males
averaged more physician visits per year than
females. However, in every group aged 15 years
and over, females had a higher rate of physician
visits than males, even when visits for prenatal
and postnatal care were excluded.

Families whose head of family had less than
5 years of education averaged 4.0 physician
visits per person per year, while those whose
head of family had attended college averaged 5.4
visits per person per year.

Persons living in standard metropolitan sta-
tistical areas (SMSA's) averaged 4.8 visits per
person per year; those not residing in SMSA's
averaged 4.2 visits. Of the four geographic
regions, the West had the highest rate of visits.

The average number of visits per person
for white persons was 4.7; for nonwhite persons,
the average was 3.3 visits. Members of families
having incomes less than $2,000 had a rate of
4.3 physician visits per person per year, as
compared with 5.1 visits for those with family
incomes of $10,000 or more.

Single persons had a lower rate of physician
visits per person per year than did married,
separated, divorced, or widowed persons, regard-
less of age. Persons with the greatest degree of
activity limitation due to chronic conditions made
the largest number of physician visits per person.

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS
OF DATA

The information contained in this publication
is derived from household interviews conducted
by the Health Interview Survey in cooperation
with the U.S. Bureau of the Census in a proba-
bility sample of the civilian, noninstitutional pop-
ulation of the United States. The sample is de-
signed so that interviews are conducted during
every week of the year. For the 52-week period
from July 1963-June 1964, the sample was com-
posed of approximately 42,000 households con-



taining about 134,000 persons living at the time
of the interview.

A description of the design of the Survey,
the methods used in estimation, and the general
qualifications of data obtained from surveys is
presented in Appendix I. Since the estimates
shown in this report are based on a sample of
the population rather than on the entire popula-
tion, they are subject to sampling error. There-
fore, particular attention should be paid to the
section entitled "Reliability of Estimates.' Sam-
pling errors for most of the estimates are of
relatively low magnitude. However, where an
estimated number or the numerator or denomina-
tor of a rate or percentage is small, the sampling
error may be high. Charts of relative sampling
errors and instructions for their use are shown
in Appendix 1.

In addition to being affected by sampling
error, material pertaining to health items col-
lected in the Health Interview Survey is subject
to reporting error. Lack of information on the
part of the household respondent, failure to re-
call accurately events occurring during the ref-
erence period, and intentional withholding of in~
formation are some of the factors that contrib-
ute to the reporting error. Since there is no
simple statistical procedure by which tomeasure
this type of error, and because it is known to
vary in degree according to the kind of data being
collected, methodological studies involving a
comparison of health information collected by
interview withthatavailable from medical records
have been conducted in the Health Interview pro-
gram.

In carrying out record-check studies, par-
ticularly those pertaining to physician visits, it
has been necessary for administrative and finan-
cial reasons to use selected populations, such as
clinic patients, as study groups in order to ob-
tain a group for which medical records were
readily available, This qualification, as well as
other problems inherent in the record-check
method, must be taken into account before the
findings of these studies can be applied to the

probability sample of the population included in
the Health Interview Survey. Some comments on

two of the record-check studies which dealt with
physician visits are presented in Appendix IV,

Some of the terms used in this report have
specialized meanings, so familiarity with the def-
initions will assist the reader in interpreting the
data presented. Certain terms are defined in
Appendix II.

The questions used during the period July
1963-June 1964 to obtain data on the number of
physician visits by place and type of service
are illustrated in Appendix III, These questions
were asked during an interview which included
other questions about the health, medical care,
and basic demographic characteristics of all
persons in the household. Estimates of the annual
number of physician visits shown in this report
are derived from visits reported to have oc-
curred during the 2-week period prior to the
week of interview. Readers who are interested
in the entire questionnaire will find it reproduced
in the report '"Current Estimates From the
Health Interview Survey," Vital and Health Sta-
tistics, Series 10, No. 13.

Comparison of the questions used to obtain
data on physician visits in 1958-1959 (see Ap-
pendix III) with those used in 1963-1964 shows
that in the latter fiscal year a few more "'recall"
questions were employed than in the earlier year.
Since the effect, if any, of the additional probing
should have been to increase the rate of physician
visits, and since the reported rate decreased be-
tween 1958-1959 and 1963-1964, it would seem
that the slight changes in wording did not mate~
rially affect the estimates for the two collection
periods.

INTRODUCTION

The material in this report is based on the
l-year period July 1963-June 1964. This same
information was collected during the 2-year period
July 1957-June 1959; however, the first of these 2
years yielded atypical rates because of the Asian
influenza epidemic which spread throughout the
United States during the fall of 1957. Therefore,
the only parts of those data which can meaningfully



Table A. Number of acute and chronic conditions seen by a physician per 100 population,

by time interval:

United States, July 1958-June 1964

Acute conditions

Chronic conditions

Time interval

Seen by a

Total physician

Seen by a

Total physician

July 1958-June 1959-~--==cnemocceocnoao-
July 1959-June 1960-=c----eccmcmccccaoax
July 1960-June 1961-~----wmememcmmnnno-
July 1961-June 1962-~---=-mecoccmcanaan-
July 1962-June 1963-==----mcomccmacma-o
July 1963-June 1964-=-=----mmmmmcemommmo

Number of conditions per 100 population

214.8 133.6 74.4 64.2
203.4 130.7 77.1 67.0
201.9 126.8 82.5 71.5
222.3 140.0 86.7 75.0
218.8 146.9 89.9 78.1
208.5 134.7 93.0 81.1

be used for comparison with current data are
those collected during July 1958-June 1959. The
data infigure 1 and table 1 indicate that the utiliza-
tion of physician's services may have decreased
between 1958-1959 and 1963-1964. However, other
indexes of medical care do not show this trend.
Table A shows that the rate of physician visits
concerning acute and chronic conditions has not
decreased over the years.
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Figure 1. Number of physician visits per person

per year, by age and year of data collection.

A companion report presents information
on the distribution of persons by interval of time
since last physician visit and on the number of
routine physical examinations among children.
This report, entitled ""Physician Visits, Interval of
Visits and Children's Routine Checkup," Vital and
Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 19, presents anal-
yses of these data by a variety of demographic
characteristics of the population.

VOLUME OF PHYSICIAN VISITS

It is estimated that during the period between
July 1963 and June 1964 there were 844.3 mil-
lion visits to physicians in the UnitedStates. This
amounted to an average of 4.5 physician visits
per person per year,

For the purpose of this Survey, a physician
visit was defined as a consultation with a physi-
cian, either in person or by telephone, for ex-
amination, diagnosis, treatment, or advice. The
service could have been provided either by the
physician himself or by a nurse or another per-
son acting under a physician's supervision. "'"Phy-
sicians" were defined as doctors of medicine and
osteopathic physicians. Visits to inpatients of
hospitals were not included as physician visits.

It can be seen from table 1 that the rates of
physician visits varied greatly by age and sex.
The rates per person per year were highest for
the youngest and for the oldest age groups, and
the rate of visits for females exceeded that for
males even when prenatal and postnatal care
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Figure 2.

were excluded (fig. 2). Only among persons under
15 years of age was there little or no difference
between the rates of visits for the sexes.

The physician-visit rates were further modi-
fied by education of the head of family and by
residence, geographic region, color, family in-
come, marital status, and degree of activity lim-
itation. However, the basic relationships by age
and sex remained present for each demographic
group.

In every age group except 45-54 years, per-
sons whose head of family had at least some col-
lege education made more physician visits per
person per year than those whose head of family
had less than 5 years of education (table 2 and
fig. 3).

In general, persons living in standard metro-
politan statistical areas averaged more physician
visits per person per year than did those living
in nonmetropolitan areas. Nonfarm residents
outside of SMSA's had higher physician-visit
rates, for the most part, than those in the farm
population (table 3 and fig. 4).
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Figure 3. Number of physician visits per person
per year, by education of head of family and
age.
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Figure 4. Mumber of physician visits per person

per year, by age and residence.



Approximately the same pattern of physician
visits by age was found among persons living in
the Northeast, North Central, and South Regions
of the United States (table 4 and fig. 5). However,
the West had strikingly different rates in each
age group over 15 years. This phenomenon may
be related to the highrate of comprehensive health
insurance coverage in the West, where the per-
cent of persons with insurance coverage thatpays
for all or part of a doctor's visit is twice as high
as in the other major regions of the country.

Table 5 and figure 6 show that the rate of
physician visits among nonwhite persons was, in
general, lower than for white persons. This dif-
ferential in amount of medical care was not en-
tirely due to differences in economic level. From
figure 7 it is apparent that even when white and
nonwhite families of equal income are compared,
the rate of physician visits per person per year
is lower for the nonwhite persons.
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Figure 8 illustrates, in terms of amount of
family income, the patterns for physician-serv-
ice utilization which occur at the extremes of
this variable. In every age group except 55-64
years, persons with family income of $10,000 or
more show higher physician~visitrates than those
with family income less than $2,000. (For more
detail, see tables 6 and 7). This phenomenon at
the age level 55-64 years is present in data shown
according to other variables compared by age
(figs. 4 and 6). Since all of these variables are
either directly or indirectly related to economic
status, it is possible that the rate of physician
visits among younger persons is influenced by the
ability to pay for medical services. However, in
the older age groups, when chronic illness and
activity limitation become prevalent and medical
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Figure 8. Number of physician visits per person
per year, by age and family income.
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Figure 9. Number of physician visits per person
per year, by age and marital status.

care is imperative, income is not as great a de-
termining factor in the amount of medical care
received.

Data in table 8 and figure 9 show that mar-
ried, never-married, separated, and widowed per-
sons experienced the same pattern of physician
care by age, although the never married ex-
perienced the trend at a much lower level of
incidence. The pattern of physician visits among
the divorced was quite different from that for
other marital-status groups.

When physician-visit rates are compared by
age and activity limitation (table 9 and fig. 10),
it appears that each level of activity limitation
separates people into groups which experience
quite different patterns of medical care.

Aggregates and rates of physician visits
are presented by usual activity status in table 10,
The major activity of an individual was deter-
mined on the basis of what he was doing during
most of the 12-month period prior to the inter-
view. All children under 6 years of age were
classified as preschool, and all those in the age
group 6-16 years were classified as school age.
Only persons 45 years of age and over were
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Figure 0. Number of physician visits per person
per year, by age and degree of chronic activity
limitation.

classified as retired, Thus, many of these usual
activity groups are, in effect, age categories;
for this reason, the rates of physician visits
vary as the ages they represent would be expected
to vary.

By Place of Visit

Each physician visit reported in the survey
was categorized according to the place where the
visit occurred (tables 11 and 12). Approximately
70 percent of all the visits took place in a physi-
cian's office, while 12 percent occurred in a
hospital clinic, and 11 percent were consulta-
tions by telephone (table 12). The remaining
7 percent included visits that took place at home,
at company health units, or at other places.
Figure 11 compares the distribution for fiscal
year 1964 with that for fiscal year 1959. One of
the most interesting differences in distribution
for the 2 years is the shift of approximately 3
to 4 percent of the visits from the home in 1959
to the office or clinic in 1964,

Tables 11 and 12 show the distribution of
visits by place of visit for eight demographic
variables, The first variable, sex, does not seem
to alter the basic pattern established by the total
population. With two exceptions, the rate of phy-

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
0O 0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

July [963-
June 1964

July 1958~
June 1959

Other and

Office Home Clinic Phone
unknown
Figure 1l. Percent distribution of physician

visits, by place of visit, July 1963-June 1964
and July 1958-June 1959.



sician visits by place of visit varies only slightly
with age. The first exception is that telephone
consultations were made twice as frequently for
children under 15 years of age as for persons
in any other age group. The second exception is
that persons over 65 years of age had a much
higher perceitage of home visits than any other
age group.

Table 12 shows thata high level of educational
attainment is associated with a large proportion
of telephone consultations and a decreased pro-
portion of visits at hospital clinics. In view of
the close correlation between educational attain-
ment and family income, this relationship is not
surprising.

Place of visit does not appear tovarygreatly
among the regions, although the West had alower
percentage of home visits than any of the other
regions, and both the South and the West had
higher proportions of visits to hospital clinics
than either the Northeast or North Central Re-
gions.

The most outstanding differences noted by
place of physician visit were those between white
and nonwhite persons. The proportion of tele-
phone consultations among white persons was
more than twice that for nonwhite persons,
whereas the percentage of visits to hospital
clinics among the nonwhite was about three times
the percentage for white persons (fig. 12). In
addition, table B shows that these differences
between the two groups were not entirely due to
differences in economic status. In each of the in-
come groups, a large proportion of physician visits
among nonwhite persons occurred in hospital
clinics, while the frequency of consultations by
telephone was higher among white persons.

The distribution of physician visits by place
of visit according to the family income of each
person shows that members of low-income fami-
lies had more clinic visits, more home visits,
and fewer telephone consultations than persons
in families with higher incomes. This difference
in place of visit was usually found between white
and nonwhite persons, as well as between persons
whose head of family had little education and those
whose head of family had some college education.
Even though these data seem to indicate that per-
sons in the lower socioeconomic levels tend to
seek medical care on an emergency basis, age

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
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Figure 12. Percent distribution of physician
visits, by place of visit according to color.

and other demographic factors may also influence
medical care patterns.

Widowed persons had a high rate of physician
visits at home, while visits to hospital clinics
were most numerous among separated persons.
The large rate of home visits among widowed
persons is consistent with what wouldbe expected
of an older population group; the high rate of
hospital-clinic visits by separated persons may be
due to the less secure economic status of this
group.

By Type of Service

The distribution of physician vigits by the
type of service received is shown in tables 13
and 14, During any one physician visit more than
one kind of service may have been administered;
in such cases, the visit was tallied under each
type of service involved. Because of this, the
sum of visits by type of service exceeds the total
number of visits.

For the population as a whole, 81 percent of
all physician visits made during July 1963-June
1964 involved the diagnosis and/or treatment of
an illness or injury. This category includes ex-
aminations and tests made to diagnose an ill-
ness—regardless of whether the examinations



Table B. Percent distribution of physician visits,by place of visit according to family
income and color: United States, July 1963-June 1964

Place of visit
Famiéy income -
and color : Company or Other
éll Office | Home HoiPlFal industry | Telephone and
places clinic | health unit unknown
Under $2,000 Percent distribution
Total-=--- 100.0 65.2 8.3 19.3 0.2 5.4 1.5
White==mem===un- 100.0 67.9 9.2 15,1 0.1 5.9 1.7
Nonwhite-=-=-====- 100.0 54.3 4.8 36.2 0.2 3.5 1.0
$2,000-53,999
Total===== 100.0 66.4 6.0 19.7 0.3 6.5 1.1
White--ww~m=m=-= 100.0 68.3 6.2 16 .8 0.3 7.3 1.1
Nonwhite~~m===== 100.0 56.3 5.0 34.7 0.4 2.5 1.2
$4,000-56,999
Total-====~ 100.0 69.8 4.6 11.2 0.6 ‘11.8 2.1
Whitew=wmemmmmm- 100.0 70.8 4.7 9.7 0.5 12.3 2.0
Nonwhite=====~-- 100.0 57.0 2.8 29.9 1.0 5.3 4.0
$7,000-$9,999
Total=~=-- 100.0 72.3 4.1 7.5 1.1 13.6 1.4
White~«=mm==mncme- 100.0 72.5 4.0 7.3 1.1 13.8 1.4
Nonwhite~===---- 100.0 66.0 4.9 15.9 2.9 7.8 2.4
$10,000+
Totale=--- 100.0 73.5 5.1 6.7 0.7 12.6 1.4
White--===-=wew~ 100.0 73.6 5.2 6.2 0.7 12.8 1.5
Nonwhite-======= 100.0 68.9 1.1 22.4 2.2 5.4 -
Unknown
Totalw=e== 100.0 68.5 9.0 11.6 0.5 8.5 1.9
White=-=-====e=- 100.0 71.0 8.9 8.6 0.4 9.1 2.0
Nonwhite~======= 100.0 47.0 9.3 37.8 1.0 3.6 1.3

and tests resulted in a diagnosis—and treatment
or advice given by a physician or under a phy-
sician's supervision.

About 4 percent of all physician visits in-
volved prenatal or postnatal care, and 8 percent

were for "general checkups.' Immunizations and
vaccinations accounted for another S percent of
the services.

The percent distribution of physician visits
by type of service shows little variation for any



of the demographic characteristics considered
in tables 13 and 14, The rates of physician visits
among males and females are practically iden-
tical when prenatal and postnatal care for females
is disregarded.

There was a slight variation in type of serv-
ice by age. Children under 15 years of age had a
much higher percent of immunizations and vac-
cinations than persons of any other age. Children
under 5 years of age also had a greater percent
of general checkups than any other age group.

Relatively little variation was found in the
distribution of physician visits by type of service
according to residence, region, color, and mar-
ital status. (As would be expected, however, mar-

000

ried women had more prenatal and postnatal care
than any other marital status group.) Onthe other
hand, persons in the higher income groups and
members of families whose head of the family was
well educated had larger rates of visits for gener-
al checkup and immunization than persons infami-
lies with lower incomes and less educated heads
of family. Since general checkups and immuni-
zations are preventive measures, it appears that
high educational attainment and income status
promote the use of preventive care, while lack
of these characteristics results in the more
frequent use of emergency or nonelective medi-
cal care.

10
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Table 1.

selected demographic characteristics:

1959.

Number of physician visits, number of visits per person per year, and population, by
United States, July 1963-June 1964 and July 1958-June

E)atu aro based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Ii_]

A July 1963-| July 1958-§ July 1963-| July 1958- | July 1963-| July 1958-
Characteristic June 1964 | June 1959 June 1964 [ June 1959 June 1964 | June 1959
Number of visits in Number of visits per
thousands person per year Population in thousands
All persons------- 844,347 813,412 4.5 4.7 185,797 171,300
Sex
Male-=--=co-mmemnmm e 356,092 349,381 4.0 4.2 90,078 83,360
Female---=-memomamaen-—o 488,255 464,031 5.1 5.3 95,720 87,941
Age
Under 5 years--=-~------- 113,899 117,385 5.5 6.0 20,721 19,646
5-14 years--=vemm-c-we=-- 107,191 116,926 2.8 3.4 38,160 34,323
15-24 years 115,552 88,228 4.3 4.0 26,960 21,953
25-44 years 204,936 211,976 4.5 4.7 45,333 45,502
45-64 years 189,442 179,540 5.0 5.1 37,602 35,055
65+ years-~~-sammommaaa- 113,327 99,356 6.7 6.7 17,023 14,821
Education of head
of family
Under 5 years---~=-=---- 45,725 48,978 4.0 3.9 11,404 12,403
5-8 years-~-m=m=cs=m=nn- 195,182 210,952 4,2 4.3 46,640 48,832
9-12 years==-s===m=m=---- 387,071 354,707 4.4 4.6 87,236 76,507
13+ years~==m=a=eecme--n 202,052 176,815 5.4 6.1 37,147 29,216
Unknown years-=--=-===== 14,317 21,959 4.2 5.1 3,371 4,342
Residence!
568,332 517,780 4.8 5.0 118,731 102,815
237,031 226,398 4.3 4.6 55,346 49,232
38,984 69,235 3.3 3.6 11,720 19,253
Geographic region
Northeast---~e-mecnean-- 209,987 217,218 4.5 5.1 46,476 42,632
North Central--===-=wa-- 234,742 227,718 4.4 4.3 52,898 52,678
South-=====mmoccmeranaan 239,615 228,760 4.2 4.5 56,804 51,340
Westmmmwmmmmmmm e 160,002 139,716 5.4 5.7 29,619 24,650
Coloxr
White-=crm-cecemnmemeaenn 771,654 752,256 4.7 4.9 163,966 152,258
Nonwhite--=racemeanoana-x 72,693 61,156 3.3 3.2 21,831 19,042
Family income
Under $2,000 92,788 109,320 4.3 4.4 21,430 24,895
22,000-23,999-- 130,561 158,242 4.3 4.3 30,170 36,931
4,000-$g,99g 263,864 289,655 2.5 4.8 52,252 60,884
7,000~ 999-rrmmm—m 16 19 .7 3 7
216,000+-5 -------------- 146,985 } 202,170 =10} 5.5 28825 } 36,890
UnKNOWN-=-mememmemm———— 41,030 54,025 4.1 4.6 9,941 11,700

lEstimates shown for the period July 1958-June 1959 are

farm residents.

for urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural-

See Appendix II for definitions of terms referring to residence.
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Table 2. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by education of
head of family, sex, and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964

E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the relia-
bility of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Ij

Education of head of family Education of head of familly
Sex and age d 5-8 9-12 13 Und 5-8 | 9-12

1 Under - - + 1 nder - - 13+

Total 5 years years years years Total 5 years | years | years | years

Number of physician visits per person

Both sexes Number of physician visits in thousands P yper year per P

All ages---| 844,347 ) 45,725| 195,182| 387,071 202,052 4.5 4.0 4.2 4.4 5.4
Under 5 years----| 113,899 3,027 12,581 60,442 36,293 5.5 3.5 3.4 5.4 7.7
5-14 years-=----- 107,191 3,161 17,402| 53,006 | 32,476 2.8 1.5 2.0 2.8 4.1
15-24 years------ 115,552 3,657} 19,425| 61,109| 29,397 4.3 2.5 3.2 4.5 5.5

25-34 years------ 100,127 2,216 16,022{ 50,979| 29,881 4.7 3.1 4.3 4.6 .
35-44 years===-=-- 104,809 4,704 20,763 53,173 24,668 4.4 4.4 4,1 4.4 4.8
45-54 years===~=- 102,602 6,638| 29,360 46,582 18,095 4.8 5.6 4.7 4.8 4.8
55-64 years==--=--- 86,841 7,821 31,521| 30,065| 14,955 5.3 5.3 5.1 5.3 5.8
65-74 years==-~--- 70,255 8,945 29,334| 20,751 9,787 6.3 5.7 6.3 6.5 7.0
75+ years-=e=w==-~ 43,072 5,556 | 18,773} 10,964 6,499 7.3 5.9 7.6 6.8 9.2

Male
All ages---| 356,092 19,920} 81,950| 158,783| 88,743 4.0 3.6 3.6 3.8 4.9
Under 5 years---=- 60,267 1,665 6,618 31,846] 19,113 5.7 3.9 3.6 5.6 7.9
5-14 yearse=e~==-=- 55,560 2,075 8,084 26,801 17,850 2.9 1.9 1.8 2.8 4.5
15-24 years=----~ 41,431 1,344 8,342 20,394) 10,293 3.2 1.7 2.7 3.3 4.3
25-34 years-===-- 33,141 618 5,143 17,120 9,820 3.3 1.9 3.0 3.2 3.6
35-44 years~--~-= 39,068 1,479 8,477 18,851 9,957 3.4 3.2 3.5 3.2 3.9
45-54 years—----- 42,080 2,473} 11,919) 18,194 8,558 4.1 4.5 4.1 3.8 4.6
55-64 years=----- 38,991 3,742 13,178 13,600 7,464 5.4 5.4 4.4 5.0 6.3
65-74 years—=---- 27,926 3,900 12,564 7,455 3,376 5.6 5.0 5.6 5.7 6.1
75+ years=---~~-- 17,629 2,624 7,625 4,522 2,313 7.0 5.2 7.1 7.8 8.5
Female

All ages---| 488,255| 25,805| 113,232 228,288 113,309 5.1 4.4 4.7 5.1 5.9
Under 5 years---- 53,632 1,362 5,963 28,596| 17,180 5.3 3.0 3.2 5,2 7.5
5-14 years=-==--- 51,631 1,087 9,318 26,205| 14,626 2.7 1.0 2.2 2.8 3.8
15-24 yearse=—--- 74,121 2,313 11,083 40,715| 19,105 5.2 3.4 3.9 5.5 6.5
25-34 years=w=---- 66,986 1,598 10,879| 33,859] 20,062 6.0 4.1 5.3 5.9 6.9
35-44 years~-=-~-- 65,741 3,226| 12,286 34,322 14,711 5.3 5.3 4.6 5.4 5.7
45-54 years------ 60,522 4,165} 17,441 28,388 9,537 5.5 6.5 5.3 5.8 4.9
55-64 years------ 47,849 4,179 18,343 16,465 7,492 5.6 5.1 5.8 5.6 5.5
65-74 years------ 42,329 5,044} 16,771| 13,296 6,411 7.0 6.4 7.0 6.9 7.7
75+ years-=-=--- 25,443 2,932 11,148 6,442 4,186 7.5 6.7 8.0 6.3 9.5

ineludes experience of persons for whom education of head of family is unknown.
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Table 3. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by resi-

dence, sex, and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964

[Datn are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Residence
Sex and age Outside of SMSA Qutside of SMSA
All All
SMSA's SMSA's
Nonfarm Farm Nonfarm Farm
Number of physician visits Number of physician visits per
Both sexes in thousands person per year
All ages-==mrmec-mmoemmmoo———— 568,332 237,031 38,984 4.8 4.3 3.3
Under 5 years~------sawosmmcem—nax 79,807 29,857 4,236 6.0 4.7 3.6
514 years=e--==mm-mma-cccoomannaea 73,656 28,660 4,874 3.1 2.5 1.8
15-24 years--w-=-=mm-o=-=ncccacaoa~ 76,032 34,978 4,542 4.5 4.2 2.7
25-34 years-=~smmmemme—w—anancnaoa 72,474 24,662 2,991 5.1 4.1 3.0
35-44 years--emmsecemeenmeceaaaaan 72,461 28,683 3,665 4.5 4.4 2.7
45-54 yearsme-memmmmamememoeoo e 69,297 27,476 5,829 4.9 4.7 4.0
55-~64 yearg-memm=mmmmomacono—nooeoo 57,180 23,050 6,610 5.5 4.9 5.6
65-74 years-=-mmmmmmmccmmmnaaencano 42,760 23,636 3,859 6.4 6.4 5.0
75+ years---wmmmmmmecmeaommemem o 24,666 16,029 2,377 7.4 7.3 6.1
Male
All ages-~~-wcmccmmmmnnn e 237,654 100,162 18,276 4.2 3.7 3.0
Under 5 years-=-~=mmemcemm—occecon- 41,699 16,105 2,463 6.2 5.0 4.0
5«14 years---mmmmeomcmee—a——a—ce—— 38,788 14,323 2,449 3.2 2.4 1.7
15~24 yearg----=-mcememcoommaonn——— 27,706 11,803 1,921 3.4 3.0 2.1
25-34 yearsmmemmeemmmnmmeoaonaosaao 23,736 8,507 897 3.5 2.9 1.9
35-44 years=w-emmmmacmammna e 26,052 11,245 1,771 3.4 3.6 2.5
45-54 yearsm=mmmmemmemmmnmmoaoe— e 27,506 12,478 2,097 4.1 4.3 2.9
55-64 years--~-m=-ceamccameoaaon—an 26,818 8,436 3,737 5.4 3.8 5.9
65-74 years-==-~n-- L L L DL 15,829 10,213 1,884 5.4 6.0 4.5
75+ years-=-esswcmncemnneneenaan-—— 9,520 7,052 1,057 7.0 7.4 5.4
Female
All ages~~==-ceemmmmmm——a—a- 330,678 136,869 20,708 5.4 4.8 3.7
Under 5 years-=-=-===--c=--c=-=---- 38,108 13,752 1,772 5.9 4.4 3.1
5-14 yearg--===w=mccmmme——noooaoaoo 34,868 14,338 2,425 3.0 2.5 1.9
15-24 yearg=--m-mmuwcenemaaancana= 48,326 23,174 2,621 5.4 5.2 3.4
25-34 yeargmm-memmemamcomoone——oon 48,738 16,155 2,094 6.5 5.1 3.9
35-44 yearS--==—mmmmmmco—omnommoee 46,408 17,438 1,894 5.5 5.1 2.9
45-54 yearsm-s=-mmememmco—cmnemaeaao 41,792 14,998 3,732 5.7 5.1 5.1
55-64 years---=eme-cmcem—cecnooan- 30,362 14,614 2,873 5.6 5.9 5.2
65-74 years-----=memomam—meeo oo 26,931 13,423 1,975 7.2 6.7 5.6
75+ years-cmmmommeccmnona e 15,146 8,978 1,320 7.7 7.3 7.0
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Table 4.

Number of physician visits and number of
graphic region, sex,
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian

physician visits per person per year, by geo-

and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964
, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Sex and age

Geographic region

Both sexes

Under 5 yearg=m=mm==m=-=
5-14 yearg----=-w-cmecua
15-24 years--m=-mm-=acaa-
25-34 years—e=-~=-soaaaa.
" 35-44 years----=—--e-ao--
45-54 years-=-e-mmm-a-aa
55-64 years-=-=-=--cam=a-
65-74 years----c—acmmua.

75+ years---=m-m--ce-a--

All ages-----===--

Under 5 years-----------
5-14 years--=-----cmmua-
15-24 years----=m---e—-an
25-34 years~----==c--=a-
35-44 years----=---ca-ua
45-54 years-~-m-wcmmaoaa-
55-64 years---me-—=—ma-wa-
65-74 years---==mm-an-~s
75+ years-~=---c-ec-aaa-

Female

Under 5 years-------=-==
5-14 years---mew-ccua—ao-
15-24 years--~=--===a-ns
25-34 yearge=-m----ece-a-
35-44 years--=mw-mecaon--
45-54 yearg---=~-eeeaan-
55-64 years-=-=---acmaaax
65-74 years-=---ca-a-aao

Yeast |comcrar | Seuth | west | Northm| Nerfh | soun | west
Number of physician visits Number of physician visits per
in thousands pexrson per year

209,987 | 234,742 | 239,615 | 160,002 4.5 4.4 4.2 5.4
30,395 | 28,529 | 35,966 19,011 6.2 4.8 5.6 5.6
29,546 | 31,177 26,496 | 19,972 3.3 2.8 2,2 3.2
23,855 32,102 37,910 21,685 3.7 4.4 4,2 5.2
22,331 | 28,077 29,708 | 20,010 4.3 4.6 4.5 5.5
27,499 | 29,201| 27,855| 20,253 4.2 4.4 4.0 5.2
26,576 | 28,321 | 27,402 20,303 4.6 4.8 4.4 6.1
20,381 | 23,920 25,845 | 16,695 4.7 5.0 5.4 6.9
18,777 | 20,096 | 17,590 ( 13,791 6.3 6.1 5.6 8.4
10,627 | 13,320 | 10,843 8,282 7.0 7.2 6.6 9.2
89,195 | 99,467 | 100,248 | 67,182 4.0 3.8 3.7 4.6
15,570 14,781 19,187 10,729 6.4 4.7 5.8 6.2
15,546 | 16,837 | 13,517 9,660 3.5 3.0 2.2 3.0
9,449 | 12,164 | 12,525 7,293 3.1 3.4 3.0 3.8
6,531 9,636 9,803 7,171 2.6 3.3 3.2 4.2
10,346 | 11,784 | 10,613 6,326 3.3 3.6 3.2 3.5
10,906 | 11,084 | 10,683 9,408 3.9 3.9 3.6 5.7
9,553 10,651 11,368 7,419 4.6 4.6 5.1 6.2
7,475 8,225 7,275 4,950 5.7 5.4 5.0 6.5
3,819 4,305 5,278 4,227 6.3 5.5 7.3 10.7
120,793 | 135,275 | 139,367 | 92,820 5.0 5.0 4.7 6.1
14,825 | 13,748 | 16,779 8,281 6.0 4.8 5.3 4.9
13,999 | 14,339 | 12,980 | 10,312 3.1 2.6 2,2 3.4
14,406 | 19,938 | 25,384 | 14,393 4.2 5.3 5.3 6.5
15,800 18,442 19,905 12,839 6.0 5.9 5.7 6.7
17,154 | 17,417 | 17,242 | 13,928 5.0 5.2 4.7 6.8
15,670 | 17,238 16,719 | 10,895 5.2 5.6 5.1 6.6
10,828 | 13,269 | 14,477 9,276 4.8 5.5 5.6 7.5
11,302 | 11,871 10,315 8,841 6.7 6.6 6.0 9.9
6,808 9,014 5,566 4,055 7.5 8.5 6.0 8.1
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Table 5. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits
United States, July 1963-

sex, and age:

per person per year, by color,
June 1964

[Datn are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Sex and age White Nonwhite White Nonwhite
Number of physician visits | Number of physician visits
Both sexes in thousands per person per year

All ageS--~=--mreamcm e 771,654 72,693 4.7 3.3
Under 5 years---=cecoccacmammmcoocaacoan 103,256 10,644 5.9 3.3
5-14 years-=e-memmmmo e e mccncea 99,674 7,517 3.0 1.4
15-24 years==-=memeomccmmemcaeaa oo 104,818 10,734 4.4 3.2
25-34 yearsm-==memmumc e 89,620 10,507 4.8 4.2
35-44 years-=-m=mammm oo 95,605 9,204 4.5 3.6
45-54 yearss=-~-wmmemman e 93,798 8,804 4.9 4.2
35~64 years~=-s--mcmmamemee oo 78,910 7,931 5.3 5.4
65-74 years~m--mmemomeeame L. 65,083 5,171 6.3 6.0
75+ yearSmem— oo mma o i 40,891 2,181 7.5 4.8

Male

All ages===~-m=cmcmmae o 324,893 31,199 4.1 30
Under 5 years---e-ecemoacmme el 54,288 5,978 6.1 3.7
5-14 years---=e-cmameme e cai e 51,799 3,761 3.1 1.4
15-24 yeargem—-mco e oo 37,889 3,541 3.4 2.3
25-34 yearsm==--cmmmam e 29,189 3,952 3.2 3.5
35-44 yearsmmemm - em e 35,890 3,178 3.5 2.7
45-54 years=-m=cmmmcoae oo 38,921 3,159 4.2 3.2
35-64 years---emeemcmocmicm;e e maan 35,236 3,756 5.0 5.3
65-74 years-mma~cmmemmam e 25,360 2,565 5.5 6.4
75+ years=memmmmm e e o 16,320 1,309 7.1 6.3

Female

All ageS-e~-=mmemammcmaceeeas 446,761 41,494 5.3 3.6
Under 5 years----memmoomoooocmcea o 48,967 4,665 5.7 2.9
5-14 yearsm=--wmommm s 47,875 3,756 3.0 1.4
15-24 yearse--=macmmocmmaemmeaaae oo 66,928 7,193 5.4 4.1
25-34 yearsm= -l 60,431 6,555 6.2 4.7
35-44 years-mme—omomm e 59,715 6,026 5.4 4.3
45-54 years=mm-mmocm ool 54,877 5,645 5.6 5.1
55-64 years-==--=smmmmmomeaeeeeemooeoas 43,674 4,175 5.7 5.5
65-74 years=co- e oL 39,723 2,606 7.1 5.6
75+ years-=e-memmm e e 24,571 873 7.8 3.5
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Table 6.

June 1964
E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates sre given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Number of physician visits, by family income, sex, and age: United States, July 1963~

Sex and age

Family income

All Under $2,000- | $4,000-| $7,000-
incomes $2,000 | $37999 | $6.999 | $97999 | $10,000+( Unknown
Both sexes Number of physician visits in thousands

All ages--~=--=-=-- 844,347 92,788] 130,561| 263,064} 169,919] 146,985 41,030
Under 5 years--=e-==-~-=-- 113,899 5,916 17,128 44,849 25,826 16,374 3,806
5-14 years---==---c=occo-n- 107,191 3,765 11,173 35,407 25,642 26,535 4,670
15-24 yearg---=-m==me-cme- 115,552 14,479 21,612 34,696 20,931 18,799 5,035
25-34 years==---m=nn-cm== 100,127 4,397 11,108 40,165 26,173 15,574 2,711
35-44 years--=--=-e-ao=u- 104,809 6,140 10,981 33,981 26,196 23,598 3,912
45-54 yearg--~-m-memmae=a 102,602 8,887 12,550 29,714 22,654 23,014 5,783
55-64 years-------======n 86,841 13,641 15,993 23,663 13,732 13,879 5,932
65-74 years----=--cemanman- 70,255 20,735 20,019 14,259 4,755 4,976 5,511
75+ yearse=-=m-c-meocan-= 43,072 14,830 9,997 6,329 4,011 4,235 3,669

Male

All ages~--w==w-w-- 356,092 31,206 53,917 112,892 74,114 67,849 16,115
Under 5 year§----=-==-=~- 60,267 3,206 9,362 22,406 13,911 8,970 2,412
5-14 years-----=-ca-ceoan 55,560 1,588 5,418 18,707 13,355 14,368 2,125
15-24 years-----~----=-==- 41,431 5,026 7,134 11,014 7,680 8,692 1,886
25-34 years------=mc=m=== 33,141 1,105 4,063 13,898 7,974 5,409 692
35-44 years---w-me—mmonen 39,068 1,308 3,812 13,397 10,513 8,375 1,662
45-54 years-—--=-=-me--a- 42,080 2,947 4,782 11,718 10,225 10,293 2,116
55-64 years--—==---=-a=c= 38,991 4,710 5,803 11,227 6,799 8,103 2,350
65-74 years--=-ec=wa-co-ax 27,926 6,096 8,832 7,469 2,025 1,959 1,544
75+ years-=-~--=-me-ouo-- 17,629 5,221 4,711 3,057 1,632 1,681 1,327

Female

All ages==rmmmm=moa- 488,255 61,582 76,644 | 150,171 95,805 79,136 24,915
Under 5 years---=~-=s===-=- 53,632 2,710 7,766 22,443 11,914 7,405 1,394
5-14 years--=--w==emmn--= 51,631 2,177 5,755 16,700 12,287 12,167 2,545
15-24 years-=-—==-—=a-moan 74,121 9,453 14,478 23,683 13,251 10,107 3,149
25-34 years------=-==cen=- 66,986 3,291 7,045 26,267 18,199 10,164 2,019
35-44 years------==--o-m- 65,741 4,832 7,169 20,584 15,683 15,223 2,250
45-54 years-=-me--me=-o=n 60,522 5,940 7,768 17,996 12,430 12,722 3,667
55-64 years-~~----me-aaa- 47,849 8,931 10,190 12,436 6,933 5,776 3,582
65-74 years----m-m-mm——-- 42,329 14,639 11,187 6,790 2,729 3,017 3,966
75+ years---=-=-mecammcan 25,443 9,609 5,286 3,273 2,379 2,555 2,342
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Table 7. Number of physician visits per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United
States, July 1963-June 1964

[Dat.a are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Sex and age

Family income

All Under $2,000-} $4,000-| $7,000-
incomes | $2,000 | $3,999 | $§6.999 | %9999 | $10,000+ | Unknown
Both sexes Number of physician visits per person per year
All ages~-~---==--=-- 4.5 4,3 4.3 4.5 4.7 5.1 4.1
Under 5 years=-====-ac==-= 5.5 3.1 4.6 5.6 6.4 7.5 4.7
5=14 years=m=s==-cemme-a-- 2.8 1.2 2.0 2.7 3.0 4.3 2.9
15~24 years-~==-=--mmccou- 4.3 4.2 4.6 4.2 4.3 4.7 3.3
25-34 yearsmee-mecmmmaa= 4.7 3.2 3.7 4.9 5.2 5.2 3.4
35-44 years=e---mee—mun-= 4.4 4.2 3.9 4.4 4.5 4.8 3.3
45-54 years~==nemmecnmcaa= 4.8 5.0 4.5 4.8 5.0 5.0 4.0
55-64 yearse~=-==rmem=m—a—- 5.3 5.4 5.3 5.4 5.8 5.2 4.6
65-74 years~---=-—cnn--w- 6.3 6.0 6.5 6.7 5.4 6.1 6.9
75+ years=-=~=m=mmeceacna= 7.3 6.1 7.1 7.8 10.6 10.9 7.5
Male

All ages-~-~---===-== 4.0 3.4 3.8 3.9 4.1 4,7 3.4

Under 5 yearg==----=~--=- 5.7 3.5 5.0 5.4 6.7 7.9 5.5
5-14 years=~-m=mecmcaccan 2.9 1.0 1.9 2.8 3.1 4.5 2.5
15-24 years=-==--e-=n-ce- 3.2 3.1 3.3 2.8 3.2 4.3 2.6
25-34 years--===memeam——w- 3.3 1.8 3.0 3.5 3.3 3.8 1.1
35«44 yearSemmemmceemamaaa 3.4 2.3 3.0 3.5 3.6 3.6 3.1
45-54 years=--=mmemwnmaca 4.1 4.1 4.0 3.8 4.3 4.4 3.2
55-64 years=~=m=ec-=~eo-- 5.0 5.0 4.7 5.1 5.2 5.4 3.7
65-74 yearsm-m=emmeeccnaoc= 5.6 4.5 5.8 7.0 5.1 4.9 5.1
75+ years-===me=mcccemmcwa— 7.0 5.4 6.6 8.4 11.7 10.1 8.1

Female

All ages-m=--=--=n- 5.1 5.0 4.8 5.1 5.3 5.5 4.7

Under 5 years--~-w==-e=== 5.3 2.8 4.2 5.7 6.1 6.9 3.8
514 yearsS-c--=mwcmeacon= 2.7 1.4 2.1 2.6 2.9 4.0 3.3
15-24 years====~ccmcccn-n 5.2 5.1 5.6 5.5 5.2 5.0 4.0
25-34 years----~--e-=c-ea= 6.0 4.4 4.2 6.2 7.0 6.5 4.9
35-44 yearSem-=~mecmcoo=a 5.3 5.6 4.5 5.3 5.4 6.0 3.5
45-54 yearge~--vc-emmcwmann 5.5 5.5 4.9 5.8 5.8 5.6 4.7
55-64 yearsmmmmem==mcca—n 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.7 6.5 4.8 5.4
65-74 yearg===cmee=—aooew 7.0 7.0 7.3 6.5 5.7 7.3 8.0
75+ yearg===-==~m——scaa=- 7.5 6.6 7.6 7.3 9.9 11.5 7.2
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Table 8. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by marital
status, sex, and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Marital status
Sex and age
Total mgizigd Married | Separated | Divorced | Widowed
Both sexes Number of physician visits in thousands
All ages-17+ years-====-=w-=- 601,294 73,791 | 434,126 12,473 17,514 63,390
17-24 years=wwememsmecenamccnenaean= 93,589 45,746 44,376 1,732 1,520 *
25-44 yeargm~-e-muecmmecronmmn e 204,936 13,631 | 175,310 5,514 7,581 2,899
45-64 yearses—-wemmecmcmmcenee———— 189,442 8,539 | 151,935 3,664 6,689 18,615
65+ years--ee-e-smmecmececcncnan——. 113,327 5,875 62,505 1,563 1,724 41,659
Male
All ages-17+ years-e--===w=== 228,616 34,406 | 175,617 3,560 5,162 9,872
17-24 years 29,782 21,687 7,264 * * *
25-44 years 72,209 7,333 61,638 1,462 1,665 *
45-64 years 81,071 3,231 71,806 * 2,331 2,547
65+ years----~--eo-cemsmecanmcacaan 45,555 2,155 34,909 * * 7,100
Female
All ages~17+ yearSe—-c--e---- 372,678 39,385 | 258,509 8,913 12,352 53,518
17-24 years-e—-—mrecmnmcencmcncane—. 63,808 24,059 37,112 1,656 * *
25-44 years---- 132,727 6,299 | 113,672 4,052 5,916 2,789
45-64 yearsee=-memmmmmeccmcamacanaa 108,371 5,308 80,129 2,508 4,358 16,068
65+ yearSe--—--e—comemacemenvan————— 67,772 3,720 27,596 * 1,200 34,559
Both sexes Number of physician visits per person per year
All ages~l7+ yearSe---=-ca-=- 5.0 3.9 5.1 5.3 5.3 6.3
17-24 yearse—=-cr-memccmcmccnaaaana 4.7 3.9 5.7 6.0 7.1 *
25-44 yearsm-memmmmmemeaecccecncan—— 4.5 3.6 4.6 4.8 5.5 5.2
45-64 years---m-smemmcccceccemnmca— 5.0 3.8 5.1 5.0 5.0 5.8
65+ yearse-=eememm-cecmmneccnncaca~ 6.7 5.6 6.9 7.7 5.2 6.6
Male
All ages~17+ years=====-===--= 4.0 3.4 4,1 4.0 4.2 5.4
17-24 years-ermwcmemmmccenoccennaeoo 3.2 3.4 2.7 * * *
25-44 years--memcm-cmccccecacccacnn 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.8 3.5 *
45-64 yearSeamwmmmommoaccncecananen 4.5 3.1 4.5 * 4.4 5.4
65+ years---e-mcmcerancmcenan—————— 6.0 5.4 6.2 * * 5.6
Female
All ages-17+ years-m-e=cm-ewa= 5.9 4.5 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.4
17-24 yearse~s=we-cmemcecccccnenaaa 6.0 4.6 7.4 7.7 * *
25-44 yearg-mwe-mmmmmeem—nec—ccna- 5.6 4.0 5.7 5.3 6.5 5.8
45-64 yearse=mmrmmmmmmememmcce———ea 5.6 4,5 5.6 6.0 5.3 5.8
65+ yeargemmmmmmmcmomeoconononaone 7.1 5.7 7.8 * 6.9 6.9
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Table 9.

and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964
E)nu aro based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, genmeral qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are
given in Appendix I. Definjtions of terms are given in Appendix I

Number of physicilan visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic limitation status, sex,

Persons with 1+ chronic conditions

Pc;_.rsons
with no With With
Sex and age Total chronic Uzzl;’:l:.e gg limitation limitation, With no
conditions Total e aior in amount but not 1imitation
actii]rit 1 or kind of in major of activity
Y major activity act:ivity1
Both sexes Number of physician visits in thousands
All agegem====--- 844,347 282,089 562,258 52,698 112,012 55,679 341,870
Under 15 yearsg-===--= 221,090 L44, 844 76,246 1,292 5,740 3,878 65,337
15-24 years=ewwemnw~=- 115,552 50,553 64,999 1,154 5,327 5,300 53,218
25-44 years-- 204,936 55,378 149,558 5,895 22,615 16,209 104,839
45-64 years-- 189,442 24,464 164,978 17,339 41,201 19,913 86,526
65=-74 years-- 70,255 4,945 65,310 12,879 23,614 7,005 21,812
75+ yearges-—weeswe== 43,072 1,904 41,168 14,139 13,515 3,375 10,138
Male
All ages-~-=--- 356,092 128,284 227,808 32,471 41,890 17,548 135,900
Under 15 years--w-e-- 115,827 74,611 41,216 * 3,514 2,001 35,154
15-24 yearge====nn=n= 5431 18,785 22,645 * 1,890 1,775 18,339
25«44 years-- 72,209 20,022 52,187 3,694 6,905 4,279 37,309
45-64 years-- 81,071 11,841 69,230 12,109 15,899 6,764 34,458
65-74 yearg-- 27,926 2,556 25,370 7,817 9,356 1,926 6,271
75+ yeargr=-=mmeo=m—n= 17,629 17,160 7,664 4,325 4,368
Female
All agegmwem=e- 488,255 153,805 334,450 20,227 70,122 38,131 205,970
Under 15 yearsw=-~----- 105,263 70,233 35,030 * 2,225 1,877 30,183
15-24 yearge=-ememau= 74,121 31,768 42,354 * 3,437 3,525 34,878
25-44 yeargmmemm——m== 132,727 35,356 97,371 2,201 15,710 11,930 67,530
45-64 yearg=m-=recu-= 108,371 12,62 95,748 5,230 25,302 13,149 52,068
65=74 yeargm==rrmmnn= 42,329 2,389 39,940 5,062 14,258 5,078 15,541
75+ yeargeseeomee=——e= 25,443 1,436 24,007 6,476 9,190 2,572 5,770
Both sexes Number of physician visits per person per year
All ages==m==v= 4.5 2.8 6.7 12,7 9.3 8.8 5.6
Under 15 years=====-- 3.8 3.1 6.5 12.0 11.3 7.1 6.2
15-24 years==w===r-v- 4.3 2.9 6.7 10.9 9.5 8.3 6.4
25-44 yearg-ew======= 4.5 2.6 6.2 16.8 10.1 9.6 5.3
45-64 yearg=emmmn=e=-= 5.0 1.9 6.7 15.7 9.7 9.3 5.1
65=74 yearg=r-=-mna=- 6.3 2.2 7.4 12.2 8.5 7.9 5.3
75t yearge=-n==-=ro-- 7.3 2.5 8.0 9.9 7.8 8.4 6.4
Male
All ageg-=n~=~=- 4,0 2.5 5.8 11.8 7.5 7.1 4.8
Under 15 years=---==-- 3.9 3.2 6.4 * 1.1 6.5 6.1
15-24 yeargee=er-===e- 3.2 2.2 5.2 * 6.7 6.2 4.9
25=44 yearg==emenmea= 3.3 1.9 4.8 17.3 6.7 6.4 4.2
45=-64 yearg=w==e=n=r= 4.5 1.8 6.0 14.4 8.1 8.2 4.h
65-74 yeargmemwmeen=- 5.6 2.3 6.5 10.1 6.9 7.0 4.2
75+ yearg--==emecuee== 7.0 * 8.0 9.3 6.5 %* 7.9
Female
All ageg=~===== 5.1 3.0 7.5 14.6 10.8 9.9 6.2
Under 15 yearg------- 3.6 3.0 6.7 % 11.8 7.8 6.3
15+24 yeargeee===ew-- 5.2 3.6 8.0 * 12.2 9.9 7.6
25-44 yearg=r===c=r-- 5.6 3.4 7.3 16.1 13.0 11.6 6.2
45-64 yeargem-m=mam==n 5.6 2.0 7.3 19.6 11.0 10.0 5.6
6574 years=se-mmen-= 7.0 2.1 8.1 18.3 9.9 8.4 5.9
75+ yeargewmmmmemnae- 7.5 3.8 8.0 10.7 8.6 8.6 5.6

IMEIJOI:' activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 10.

Number of physician visits

and number of physician visits per person per year, by sex

and usual activity status:

United States, July 1963-June 1964
Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The sutvey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Iﬂ

Usual activity status 52222 Male Female 32;:2 Male Female
Number of physician visits Number of physician visits
in thousands per person per year
All activitiesw~rme-=w==anm-en-a 844,347 356,092 | 488,255 4.5 4.0 5.1
Preschool----==-re-eemuanaonnccnan 132,151 69,543 62,608 5.3 5.5 5.1
Schoolm=--mevmmcacemccracmem e 110,901 57,933 52,968 2.7 2.8 2,6
Usually working=----=-c-creeccen=n 261,501 156,196 | 105,305 4.1 3.6 5.3
Keeping house-=-=cssccccncrcnnaana 229,591 vee | 229,591 6.0 vee 6.0
Retirede—-eecvmccccmmmancmnnnn- ~— 51,750 41,701 10,050 6.9 6.5 8.8
Other-17+ years--scececmmccmncuaan 58,452 30,719 27,733 5.3 4.6 6.3
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Table 11.

Number of physician visits,

by place of wvisit and selected characteristics:

States, July 1963-June 1964

[i)au are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

United

Place of visit

h fati Company N
Characteristic . or Other
Total Office Home Hoi?l?al industry | Telephone and
clinic health unknown
unit
Number of visits in thousands
All persons-e=-===w--- 844,347 || 589,654 | 45,671 | 100,440 5,233 89,633 13,716
Sex
356,092 || 246,929 | 16,540 46,431 3,927 34,574 7,692
488,255 || 342,725 | 29,131 54,010 1,307 55,059 6,023
113,899 66,445 4,797 16,625 % 24,633 1,326
107,191 69,264 5,287 13,337 * 17,601 1,636
115,552 82,835 2,370 17,611 * 92,319 2,560
100,127 73,915 2,388 12,540 1,015 9,095 1,174
104,809 79,035 2,820 11,874 1,112 8,086 1,881
102,602 78,005 3,209 10,387 1,077 7,530 2,394
86,841 67,425 5,229 8,468 * 4,089 *
113,327 72,729 19,571 92,598 * 9,280 2,013
S Y L T L L T TR 568,332 || 388,743 | 30,345 68,772 4,344 66,929 9,199
Outside of SMSA:
Nonfarmesecomecmaccccnmana 237,031 || 169,512 | 14,221 27,862 * 20,556 4,230
Farme-==r-cmecnmacomcnccnnan 38,984 31,399 1,105 3,806 * 2,147 *
Color
Whitesremscocmomcmmmccneaa o 771,654 || 548,247 | 42,470 77,316 4,626 86,648 12,347
Nonwhites=e=rawaccaacana --==~| 72,693 41,407 3,201 23,124 * 2,984 1,369
Family income
Under $2,000~=cecccacomannns 92,788 60,509 7,711 17,938 * 5,054 1,432
32,000- 3,999-cccnccnncanaaa 130,561 86,646 7,834 25,677 * 8,550 1,420
4,000-56,999umuccnnmcnnna 263,064 || 183,585 | 12,090 29,361 1,521 30,935 5,572
27,000- 9,999wcmmcnm e 169,919 || 122,819 6,897 12,820 1,901 23,046 2,436
10,000+ ==~cwocmmearccaenaaa 146,985 || 107,980 7,463 9,869 1,045 18,548 2,080
Unknowne===ce-cmcmccnococana 41,030 28,115 3,677 4,775 * 3,500 *
Marital status
Under 17 years--—«—recemcvwca- 243,052 || 151,291 | 10,692 33,226 * 44,458 3,248
Married---ec-mmeconamonccaann 434,126 || 322,795 | 20,285 45,515 3,976 35,095 6,461
Never married----vcecec-cacanas 73,791 52,468 3,663 9,870 * 4,386 2,728
Widowede=mccmuermacncnccaaan 63,390 41,903 | 10,042 6,501 * 4,056 *
Separated=~--=vemeccmemanona 12,473 8,093 * 3,036 * *
Divorced==memccmecamcmccanne 17,514 13,104 * 2,294 % 1,240 *
Geographic region
Northeast====m=concccncuuaa 209,987 || 140,642 | 19,576 20,540 1,809 23,363 4,057
North Centrale---===sec=cueca- 234,742 || 169,350 9,811 24,632 1,693 26,430 2,826
South====mweccmcnccasceacaan 239,615 || 165,772 | 10,551 33,263 1,220 25,312 3,497
Westewmmmemceumccnamccancaas 160,002 || 113,889 5,733 22,006 * 14,528 3,336
Education of head of family
Under 5 years=-s~ec-=eceecan- 45,725 30,720 3,557 8,891 % 2,015 *
5-8 yearg-~emrmesscmcecannaan 195,182 || 141,023 | 11,454 25,731 * 12,824 3,474
9-12 year8-=-—-sc-meocacnna- 387,071 || 267,959 | 18,497 46,569 3,310 45,198 5,537
13+ years=---mewecocccoccaaa. 202,052 | 140,580 11,207 16,889 1,205 28,315 3,855
Unknown years=====-=-==-ce- 14,317 9,372 * 2,361 * 1,281 *
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Table 12. Percent distribution of physician visits, by place of visit according to selected char-
acteristics: United States, July 1963-June 1964

E.)ata are based an household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and informaticn
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Place of visit B
Company
Characteristic : or Other
Total Office Home Hoi?;gzl industry | Telephone and
el health unknown
unit
Percent distribution
All persons~=---=---=- 100.0 69.8 5.4 11.9 0.6 10.6 1.¢
Sex
Malew=ecmccomcmcmmemecceeeam 100.0 69.3 4.6 13.0 1.1 9.7 2.2
Female----=moccumcmmcicmaaaa 100.0 70.2 6.0 i1.1 0.3 11.3 1.2
Age
100.0 58.3 4.2 14.6 * 21.6 1.2
100.0 64.6 4.9 12.4 * 16.4 1.5
100.0 71.7 2.1 15,2 * 8.1 2.2
100.0 73.8 2.4 12.5 1.0 9.1 1.2
100.0 75.4 2.7 11.3 1.1 7.7 1.8
100.0 76.0 3.1 10.1 1.0 7.3 2,3
100.0 77.6 6.0 9.8 * 4.7 *
100.0 64.2 17.3 8.5 * 8.2 1.8
SMSA-=meme e 100.0 68.4 5.3 12,1 0.8 11.8 1.6
Outside of SMSA:
Nonfarm--~- 100.0 7L.5 6.0 11.8 * 8.7 1.8
Farmem-=—=—-=—mcmmmmcceeaam 100.0 80.5 2.8 9.8 * 5.5 *
Color
Whitemmwrmeremcrem e e e ceean 100.0 71.0 5.5 10.0 0.6 11.2 1.6
Nonwhite-=====memcacnecaao.- 100.0 57.0 4.4 31.8 * 4,1 1.9
Family Income
Under $2,000-----=cmroneauax 100.0 65.2 8.3 19.3 * 5.4 1.5
$2,000-83,999-c~-u-mucuccnn- 100.0 66.4 6.0 19.7 * 6.5 1.1
$4,000~56,999-~==~ecmmuacan- 100.0 69,8 4.6 11.2 0.6 11.8 2.1
$7,000-89,999-~-cccmmccunma 100.0 72.3 4.1 7.5 1.1 13.6 1.4
$10,0004-=mmmmmmc e 100.0 73.5 5.1 6.7 0.7 12.6 1.4
Unknown=======m=mecceccaauax 100.0 .5 9.0 11.6 * 8.5 *
Marital status
Under 17 years-~----v-cmwca- 100.0 62,2 4.4 13.7 * 18.3 1.3
Married-====rmeeeceemaccnoana 100.0 74 .4 4.7 10.5 0.9 8.1 1.5
Never married---~--cc-aea--- 100.0 71.1 5.0 13.4 * 5.9 3.7
Widowed-mmmmeumccccccnecnacax 100.0 66.1 15.8 10.3 * 6.4 *
Separated===rcracmcmcannaano 100.0 64.9 * 24.3 * * *
Divorced-~=msmmmomcmcmnea o 100.0 74.8 * 13.1 * 7.1 *
Geographic region
Northeast=w==eeecccnanenana= 100.0 67.0 9.3 9.8 0.9 11.1 1.9
North Central---===cemccaa_- 100.0 72,1 4.2 10.5 0.7 11.3 1.2
Southe==mmmmcmmc e 100.0 69.2 4.4 13.9 0.5 10.6 1.5
WesSt=memmmm e e e 100.0 71.2 3.6 13.8 * 9.1 2.1
Education of head of family
Under 5 years-=====w-c--nnm=- 100.0 67.2 7.8 19.4 * 4.4 *
5-8 yearsmee=-ememmeemaoo—ao- 100.0 72.3 5.9 13.2 * 6.6 1.8
9-12 years==cm=cmmcmccnacan~ 100.0 69.2 4.8 12,0 0.9 11.7 1.4
13+ years-m--smcomcecmannmacan 100.0 69.6 5.5 8.4 0.6 14.0 1.9
Unknown years===-======-e=n= 100.0 65.5 * 16.5 * 8.9 *
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Table 13.

Number of physician visits,

by typ

States, July 1963-June 1964
E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general cualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

e of service and selected characteristics:

United

Type of sexvice

Characteristic AL Diagngsis Pregigal General Immunisation AL
Rardulibt an an
visits treatment poiggztal checkup vaccination other
Number of physician visits in thousands
All personger--=c=e-m--cnaan 844,347 685,928 35,403 | 71,283 41,136 | 20,458
Sex
Malemommnm=mcmemcmmccmecoacamamos 356,092 297,224 .e. | 34,103 18,283 | 10,368
Femalewm=weoenemeeman e e e cee e 488,255 388,704 35,403 { 37,180 22,853 | 10,090
Female (excluding prenatal and
postnatal care)e-=me~=ecwcacccaano 452,852 388,704 . 37,180 22,853 10,090
Age
Undexr 5 years-~wsmesmmeomemacecceaa 113,899 87,951 .. 13,779 13,163 1,407
5~14 yearsmec-ecwm-mmmmacmnaonaon -1 107,191 87,868 .o 9,099 8,534 2,912
15-24 yearse=—meecocecccemcconaos 115,552 81,476 18,015 9,072 4,541 4,040
25-34 yearge---seemmmmecececm——— 100,127 75,483 14,090 6,934 3,014 1,742
35-44 years~--mmmemmesmccmemnmae 104,809 88,486 3,298 7,694 3,547 2,837
45-54 yeargmemmmemmmcncmaeanennn— 102,602 88,929 . 8,596 2,848 2,822
55-64 years-—-smmcmccemasmmam— e 86,841 77,741 e 6,293 2,180 1,495
65+ yearge=-=srecmecaeaon momem—— 113,327 97,993 .o 9,817 3,309 3,204
Residence
SMBAmmmr e m e e 568,332 458,588 24,110 | 50,646 27,565 | 14,225
Outside of SMSA:
Nonfarmem==-eecemceccemncananw= 237,031 194,773 9,748 | 17,517 11,831 5,778
Farmeressscomcmeccnaanancenanae 38,984 32,567 1,545 3,120 1,740 *
Colox
Whiteemmemmcmm e e cec e c e 771,654 626,288 31,861 | 65,534 38,330 | 18,779
Nonwhite=-wowemcomcmmacmanacnaaas 72,693 59,640 3,542 5,749 2,806 1,678
Family income
Under $2,000==~enmvocacoccncuannn 92,788 80,160 2,240 6,087 3,872 1,451
22,000- 3,999 e 130,561 108,380 6,034 9,603 5,453 2,327
4,000=56,999~-cmmnenmncancannnan 263,064 212,948 15,188 | 20,801 11,531 6,598
7,000-59,999m-commcnca e 169,919 134,421 7,850 | 15,960 8,449 4,793
10,000+===vemommmc i n e e e 146,985 115,426 3,247 | 15,871 9,886 4,188
Unknown====wmmeenocanan o cnmnanan 41,030 34,59 * 2,962 1,945 1,101
Marital status
Under 17 years~ec-=wesmmamccccaanns 243,052 193,398 * 1 25,000 22,830 5,107
Marriedrermecermmcccncnenrncccaaan 434,126 349,871 33,553 | 33,289 12,008 | 10,067
Never married--esemccmaccecccccnan 73,791 60,111 * 6,356 4,265 3,281
Widowed==seccmmmcncccmncmcacccanaa 63,390 56,242 * 4,702 1,713 1,136
Separated~---emcemccmaocmmcaao o 12,473 10,747 * 918 * *
Divorced-mmcmcmcmmcceme e me e 17,514 15,559 * 1,019 * *
Geographic region
Northeast- - 209,987 170,900 7,343} 20,379 8,826 5,228
North Central- 234,742 189,794 9,203 | 21,353 13,125 4,827
Southemmemmenco e ce i e mae 239,615 197,316 11,715 | 17,936 9,974 5,060
Westmrmoe-mrm e e e e e e 160,002 127,918 7,141 | 11,616 9,211 5,343
Education of head of family
Under 5 years-e~-~rm-mccocamcanannn 45,725 40,929 894 2,548 986 *
5-8 yeaArgeewemswcemmnccocncnencaan 195,182 165,862 4,888 | 15,067 6,630 4,807
9-12 years~s--s-cccmmcccacuacouen 387,071 313,684 20,295 | 31,406 19,034 8,365
13+ years~-wem-eecreracncncnmeanan 202,052 153,331 8,590 | 21,679 13,953 6,399
Unknown years=«-=r-smecemoccccacas 14,317 12,122 * * * *

IThe sum of visits by type of service may be greater than the total visits, since one visit may
involve more than one type of service.
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Table 14.

Percent distribution of physician wvisits, yp
characteristics: United States, July 1963-~-June 1964

by t

e of

service according to selectec

[Dat.a are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and informatior
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix Iﬂ

Type of service

Characteristic ALl Diagngsis Pregigal ceneral Immunigation AL
Rivingt ] an an
visits treatment pog;?:tal checkup vaceination other
Percent distribution
100.0 81.2 4.2 8.4 4.9 2.4
100.0 83.5 .. 9.6 5.1 2.¢
100.0 79.6 7.3 7.6 4.7 2.1
Female (excluding prenatal and
postnatal care)--~---s-cm-caca-aa 100.0 85.8 . 8.2 5.0 2.2
Age
Under 5 years----s--ceecacmco—nan 100.0 77.2 . 12.1 11.6 1.2
5-14 years=--==me-mcemmecmcceme———o 100.0 82.0 .o 8.5 8.0 2.7
15-24 years----cwemcmacnoccowaona 100.0 70.5 15.6 7.9 3.9 3.5
25-34 yearg-w---~esmcecmcecacanaa 100.0 75.4 14.1 6.9 3.0 1.7
35-44 years=--r-cmmmmeeecenncona- 100.0 84.4 3.1 7.3 3.4 2.7
45-54 yeargme=-mecmmmemmmacccaaaen 100.0 86.7 e 8.4 2.8 2.8
55-64 yearg-~--—-w-secccmmcnmcnnae 100.0 89.5 e 7.2 2.5 1.7
65+ years--m-mscom-ceocmenneomene 100.0 86.5 cee 8.7 2.9 1.2
Residence
SMBAwmmrmmmm e e c e e nccnn——n 100.0 80.7 4,2 8.9 4.9 2.5
Outside of SMSA:
Nonfarme--«-=-cecmmsmocmecconaanx 100.0 82.2 4,1 7.4 5.0 2.4
Fal=~eommam e e cmm e 100.0 83.5 4.0 8.0 4.5 *
Color :
Whitem-==m-cemecrmcccceneocrcmeaa 100.0 81.2 4.1 8.5 5.0 2.4
Nonwhite--~==mewmmccceconncacnanx 100.0 82.0 4.9 7.9 3.9 2.3
Family income
Under $2,000-=c-wccmccncrmccanaas 100.0 86.4 2.4 6.6 4,2 1.6
$2,000-83,999«c=-mmmecmmannacanan 100.0 83.0 4.7 7.4 4.2 1.8
54,000-86,999=--rmemccmmcecaanans 100.0 80.9 5.8 7.9 4.4 2.5
$7,000-$9,999~cccecmccnnnanencaan 100.0 79.1 4.6 9.4 5.0 2,8
$10,0004~-=-=mmccmmmcm e mc e e m e 100.0 78.5 2,2 10.8 6.7 2.8
Unknown=~===-ececeneeommecaccaaaa 100.0 84,3 *® 7.2 4.7 2.7
Marital status
Under 17 yearse-~es-mcecccccancana 100.0 79.6 * 10.3 9.4 2,1
Married-~e--m-meeemrmeccmmm e 100.0 80.6 7.7 7.7 2,8 2.3
Never married-~we-ese-wererreunaan 100.0 81.5 * 8.6 5.8 4.4
Widowed-=cumemonmnmm e ame e 100.0 88.7 * 7.4 2.7 1.8
Separatede=~---o-=memcammncacana~ 100.0 86.2 * 7.4 * *
Divorced-e~==su=ccmconccnoncucann 100.0 88.8 * 5.8 * *
Geographic region
Northeast--=wws-cmerencccrecwennx 100.0 8l1.4 3.5 9.7 4.2 2.5
North Centrales--reercercecmcann- 100.0 80.9 3.9 9.1 5.6 2,1
South=-eececcemcnommaccecaa e e—- 100.0 82.3 4.9 7.5 4,2 2,1
Westemommeccnermoraeem e c e 100.0 79.9 4.5 7.3 5.8 3.3
Education of head of family
Under 5 years-----w=wen-cmreem=m- 100.0 89.5 2.0 5.6 2.2 *
5-8 yearsg---=m--em-ccmmeoamacmeoo. 100.0 85.0 2.5 7.7 3.4 2.5
9-12 yearsS-===rmwenesccecauaanon- 100.0 81.0 5.2 8.1 4.9 2,2
13+ years=~--ecmesmmmccceccencane- 100.0 75.9 4.3 10.7 6.9 3,2
Unknown years-----e-e-cmecencaaa- 100.0 84,7 * * * *
IThe sum of visits by type of service may be greater than the total visits, since one visit
may involve more than one type of service.
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Table 15.

family, sex, and age:

EJatn are hased on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general cualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II:|

Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by education of head of
United States, July 1963-June 1964

Education of head of family

Sex and age 11 B n
A Under Unknown
persons 5 years 5-8 years| 9-12 years| 13+ years years
Both sexes Population in thousands

All ages-e-~-mecceccncne--n 185,797 11,404 46,640 87,236 37,147 3,371

Under 5 yearg-=m---=--—=-c<-cw-- 20,721 872 3,673 11,146 4,728 302
5«14 yearsSee-mecescme—aceaconn—a 38,160 2,102 8,690 18,946 7,831 590
15-24 years-ecea-cncccccncnonana 26,960 1,460 5,985 13,717 5,323 475
25-34 yearg~-e-cmermememaccamcan 21,370 715 3,731 11,026 5,640 257
35~44 year§==m=mmecmmm—cmcooa—na 23,964 1,073 5,103 12,223 5,177 387
45-54 yearSemmemsm-memcrmmeaan—ono 21,306 1,190 6,224 9,668 3,788 436
55-64 yearS~emr---cemsovemmenaa——— 16,295 1,489 6,125 5,698 2,560 424
65-74 yearS-sec-ceecmmmcanacmnm—n- 11,120 1,563 4,650 3,211 1,389 306
715+ yeargeev-ermmcencnccrsncanaan 5,903 939 2,458 1,602 710 194

Male
All ageSm=-=m-mmcmmecenena- 90,078 5,588 22,714 42,074 17,973 1,729
Under 5 years-—--=ssmemceecvcmcee——= 10,558 424 1,837 5,696 2,428 174
5-14 yearse-e-e-ccemoconam—anao— 19,382 1,065 4,422 9,580 3,984 331
15«24 yearge-e==—==- meeemmm—n———— 12,815 783 3,113 6,257 2,393 269
25=34 yearse-«-s-ccssccmmmmeon—- 10,147 324 1,694 5,282 2,725 122
35-44 yeargm-m—remmmemeo———mee—a 11,480 464 2,425 5,839 2,575 177
45-54 yearse-—semscmeamenmen—aa 10,343 555 2,927 4,805 1,856 200
55-64 years~---ccmeencsncnmccea" 7,810 691 2,979 2,738 1,187 216
65~74 yearsecemcccmncacccanrnana 5,031 778 2,248 1,297 554 155
75+ yearg=rmesemccmmmrmnec e 2,512 503 1,070 581 271 86
Female

All ageS=mmrmr-e-mmcccean- 95,720 5,816 23,925 45,162 19,174 1,642
Under 5 years=-eecememanccceaa--x 10,163 449 1,836 5,450 2,300 128
5-14 yearSm=-w-cemrmereemceoo—a— 18,778 1,036 4,269 9,366 3,847 260
15-24 yearse=-===-= e ————— 14,145 677 2,873 7,459 2,930 205
25~34 years---cremmecerccananen— 11,223 391 2,038 5,744 2,914 136
35-44 years--em-smccmmccnccnnna- 12,483 609 2,677 6,384 2,602 210
45-54 yearg=em-==mwmmmwmmoc—oo--- 10,964 636 3,297 4,863 1,932 235
55-64 yearses-ec-eccescrcmceeaaa 8,485 798 3,146 2,960 1,373 209
65-74 yearse=~eecmcemcmcencee——- 6,088 785 2,402 1,914 836 151
75+ years=mmememeeancmnencnannan 3,390 436 1,387 1,021 439 108
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports

on the civilian population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,

and P-60.
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Table 16.

United States, July 1963-June 1964

Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by residence, geographic
region, sex, and age:

ﬁ)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Residence Region
Sex and age Outside of SMSA b
All North-| Nort
SMSA's east | Central | South West
Nonfarm | Farm
Both sexes Population in thousands

All agesS---~--e-cmmecmemaoaoaoo 118,731| 55,346 | 11,720 | 46,476 52,898 56,804| 29,619
Under 5 yearS=--=--c-crmecamcocaoccaa. 13,193 6,354 | 1,174 4,869 5,964 | 6,467 3,421
5-14 years-------ceeccmcroccoaen e 23,877| 11,562 | 2,720| 8,885| 11,085| 11,909 6,281
15-24 years-e--=me-cemcmcceime e 16,920 8,379 1,660 6,465 7,337 | 9,016 4,141
25-34 years-----cm---cmcceoemea o 14,301 6,074 995 | 5,137 6,050 | 6,558 3,625
35-44 years--m-ecemcemimccceccceaoaa 16,071 6,522 | 1,370| 6,489 6,639 | 6,960 3,875
45-54 years~ec----ecec-memcccncoeoo-- 14,009 5,845 | 1,453 5,827 5,917 | 6,261 3,302
55-64 years~e--cm-cmemmecaoan e 10,390 4,717 1,188 4,291 4,753 4,822 2,429
65-74 yearS------ecmccccecncccccnanan 6,636 3,711 773 2,994 3,314 3,163 1,649
75t yearsew---mcceccccec e 3,333 2,183 387t 1,520 1,839 | 1,647 897

Male

All ages----~=c-r---meeoccoaaa- 57,266\ 26,737 | 6,075] 22,303 26,029 | 27,284 | 14,461
Under 5 yearS§e----ecececc-veccoccnuca- 6,751 3,198 609 2,417 3,117 3,284 1,739
5-14 yearses--c-ememocmcme e 12,071 5,889 1,422 | 4,438 5,637 6,061 3,245
15-24 years-e=ee-meecccececrccnmocnano- 8,039 3,881 896 | 3,068 3,572 | 4,241 1,934
25-34 years-esse-me-ccmccccccmmnaan 6,794 2,889 464 | 2,489 2,914 3,036 1,708
35-44 yearse---~mcmcccecomm e 7,661 3,113 707 3,091 3,292 | 3,266 1,831
45-54 years-----mmcececnmeneocaaaa 6,733 2,884 726 2,824 2,862 2,999 1,658
55-64 yearS-=eo---cmccnccormccnroccnas 4,944 2,230 636 | 2,058 2,329 2,229 1,193
65-74 years--e-emecmcmmn e 2,906 1,707 418 | 1,310 1,522 | 1,445 756
75+ years-e-eemcecccmccconcmecceaconn 1,368 947 197 607 784 724 396

Female

All ages=--~-veo-cmcmmacocacaann 61,466 28,610 5,644 | 24,173 | 26,869 | 29,520 15,158
Under 5 yearg--r-m=--=ceccocmmnnoc-—- 6,442 3,156 566 | 2,451 2,847 3,183 1,682
5-14 yearses-cem-cmcemcocmcenaaa 11,806 5,673 | 1,299 | 4,446 5,448 | 5,848 3,036
15-24 years--c-ecrerorccnccmcnccnaean 8,882 4,499 764 | 3,397 3,766 | 4,775 2,207
25-34 years----wece-cemccmcceceaeen 7,507 3,185 531} 2,648 3,137 | 3,522 1,917
35-44 years-e---=c-c-ccecccccnocaaa- 8,411 3,410 663 | 3,397 3,347 3,695 2,044
45-54 yearsm-e--ecmmccmcvcocecaeaeaaa 7,276 2,961 727 3,003 3,054 | 3,262 1,644
55-64 years--~cecccccccccmccccncconan 5,446 2,487 552§ 2,233 2,424 | 2,593 1,235
65-74 years-e--c-cccoccmcnm e 3,731 2,003 354 | 1,685 1,792 | 1,719 893
75+ years-----ceceeccccrccccoanonaann 1,966 1,236 189 913 1,055 923 500

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports
on the civilian population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,

and P-60.
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Table 17. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by color, family income,
sex, and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964
[Datn are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Color Family income
Sex and age s s s
: . Under 2,000~ | 84,000~ | $7,000-
White | Nonwhite $2,000 | $3.999 $6:999 $9:999 $10,000+ | Unknown
Both sexes Population in thousands
All ages--=~===-=- 163,966 21,831 21,430 | 30,170 | 58,956 | 36,476 28,825 9,941
Undexr 5 years—=-weme-=s- 17,514 3,207 1,887 3,732 8,061 4,040 2,196 804
5-14 years~-==v-=~-cna- 32,801 5,358 1 3,049 5,550 13,214 8,504 6,222 1,621
15-24 years~~=--cvecmans 23,652 3,308 | 3,488 4,748 8,256 4,907 4,039 1,522
25-34 yearg-~mee-cacaax 18,841 2,529 1,360 3,018 8,177 5,043 2,984 788
35-44 yeargsee-eo-cocea- F 21,406 2,558 1 1,449 2,833 7,791 5,820 4,881 1,189
45=54 yearse-m=wommcvnns 19,228 2,078 1,791 2,784 6,157 4,519 4,616 1,439
55-64 years---csmcuona- 14,824 1,472 2,534 3,036 4,369 2,379 2,685 1,292
65-74 years~-ececcoomn- 10,252 867 | 3,447 3,065 2,115 882 813 798
75+ yearg-=em-memcmrena 5,448 4551 2,426 1,404 815 380 389 489
Male
All ages=~=--=wo= 79,647 10,430 | 9,225 14,141 | 29,259 | 18,269 14,504 4,680
Under 5 years----w-===- 8,950 1,607 208 1,868 4,126 2,086 1,129 441
5~14 yearg~-we=mcwoa~~= 16,705 2,676 | 1,534 2,857 6,679 4,260 3,213 838
15-24 yearSe—ecemeec—an 11,259 1,556} 1,631 2,156 3,918 2,377 2,004 729
25-34 yearg-me-c-coceo- 9,025 1,122 608 1,341 3,953 2,439 1,430 376
35-44 yearg-mm-memonmon- 10,315 1,165 581 1,253 3,880 2,902 2,327 537
45-54 yearg~-es—mcma-v- 9,361 981 719 1,191 3,067 2,361 2,344 660
55-64 years---w-coccans 7,095 715 935 1,244 2,205 1,305 1,490 632
65-74 yearsm-—eomceoo~ma 4,631 4001 1,341 1,523 1,064 400 400 304
75t yearg~emcemcrncnan= 2,305 207 9268 711 364 140 166 164
Female

All ages==memewe= 84,319 11,4011 12,204 | 16,029 | 29,698 | 18,206 14,321 5,262
Under 5 years--eccccw--- 8,564 1,599 979 1,864 3,935 1,954 1,067 363
5-14 yearg-ee-ececc-aca 16,096 2,682 1,514 2,693 6,535 4,244 3,008 783
15-24 years~~cm-mcecnu= 12,393 1,752| 1,856 2,593 4,338 2,530 2,034 793
25-34 yearSm~-eowemmeo= 9,816 1,407 752 1,677 4,224 2,604 1,554 412
35~44 years-~ememmccenu- 11,091 1,392 868 1,580 3,911 2,918 2,554 652
45-54 yeargem-wmmovamua 9,867 1,097 1,072 1,593 3,090 2,158 2,272 779
55-64 yearg~e==secncsa- 7,729 757 1,599 1,793 2,163 1,074 1,196 660
65~74 yearg-m—ewocecmue 5,621 467 | 2,106 1,542 1,050 483 413 494
75+ yearg-=m~cwmccnmean 3,143 248 | 1,458 693 451 240 223 325

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Gensus reports
on the civilian population of the United States, in CQurrent Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60.
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Table 18. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication,by marital status and age:
United States, July 1963-June 1964
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II_J

Marital status
Age
Under

Total . Never .

population yi;rs Married married Widowed | Separated | Divorced
Population in thousands

All ageS~====cmcew-n- 185,797 || 65,929 | 85,343| 18,759 10,119 2,370 3,277
Under 17 years----c-=c-cea- 65,929 | 65,929 eee ces v v cee
17-24 yearse-=-cuemscomwa--~ 19,911 . 7,726 | 11,666 * 287 213
25-44 years~eemm--cmmmcnneoa 45,333 e 38,428 3,813 553 1,150 1,389
45-64 years---m-coccccccean- 37,602 cene 30,067 2,224 3,237 731 1,343
65+ years-—we-cocornacmcan-x 17,022 e 9,122 1,055 6,310 202 333

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use , see Bureau of the Census reports
ondtheﬁgivilian population of the United States , in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60.

Table 19. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication,by sex and usual activity
status: United States, July 1963-June 1964

E)ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I]]

Usual activity status 22;25 Male Female
Population in thousands
All activitieSes---cemccromacrmancmancnae e 185,797 90,078 95,720
Preschool (under 6 years)-------cececcmcmmmcccanax 24,973 12,679 12,294
School (6-16 years)-=-~=-=eco-mmemcoeoercouoccnuna- 40,956 20,830 20,126
Usually working----=-=-ceocemaccmaammccamcccncanen 63,259 43,491 19,768
Keeping houses=-=-=ccmmumccounccrcarcca e can e ‘ 37,996 e 37,996
Retired (45+ years)e--r=e-c-cvncmccommaammnrannance 7,504 6,368 1,136
Other (17+ years)-=-=-ceccc—comcmcercncncrcrecnmen 11,109 6,709 4,400

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use , see Bureau of the Census reports
on the civilian population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60,
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Table 20. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by chronic activity limitation, sex, and age: United

States, July 1963-June 1964

(_I:th are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutioral population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are
given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Persons with 1+ chronic conditions
flie.rlslons With i
th no t] With
Sex and age Total chronic Unable to limitation limitation, With no
conditions Total c:a.zr‘m in amount but not limitation
actiilrit: 1 or kind of in major of activity
24 major activity?! activity?

Both sexes Population in thousands

All ages=~~==== 185,797 101,783 84,015 4,152 12,101 6,307 61,455
Under 15 years--~--«-- 58,881 47,227 11,654 108 507 549 10,490
15-24 yearg=<e=s-aew- 26,960 17,291 9,669 106 563 642 8,357
LI S —— 45,333 21,241 24,092 350 2,244 1,695 19,804
45-64 yearg-==mmm=me= 37,602 13,005 24,596 1,105 4,258 2,135 17,097
[ TR — 11,120 2,266 8,854 1,052 2,792 882 4,128
75+ yeargnm-wmmcmecan 5,903 752 5,150 1,431 1,737 404 1,579

Male

All ages=w=w==== 90,078 50,939 39,139 2,762 5,609 2,463 28,305
Under 15 yearg=w-==== 29,939 23,531 6,408 ¥ 317 309 5,725
1524 yeargewm=rwnmew= 12,815 8,429 4,386 * 282 287 3,762
25-44 yearge—me=vena=n 21,627 10,806 10,821 213 1,034 666 8,909
4564 yeargeweeemmmas 18,153 6,678 11,474 838 1,962 823 7,851
65-74 yearger=emomawn 5,031 1,123 3,908 775 1,349 276 1,508
75+ yearsamame-mmnans 2,512 371 2,161 823 665 104 550

Female

All ages=ew==~~ - 95,720 50,844 44,876 1,390 6,492 3,843 33,151
Under 15 yearg-==--=- 28,941 23,696 5,245 * 189 240 4,766
15-24 yearg-=wmwe===x 14,145 8,862 5,282 * 281 356 4,595
25~44 yearges=mmm=na~ 23,706 10,435 13,271 137 1,210 1,029 10,895
45-64 yearg=e-=-nwe=w 19,449 6,327 13,122 267 2,296 1,313 9,246
P TR —— 6,088 1,142 4,946 277 1,442 606 2,620
75+ yearg~--==aw-—ae - 3,390 381 3,009 608 1,072 300 1,029

1Ma_‘lor actlivity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population
of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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APPENDIX |

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Background of This Report

This report is one of a series of statistical reports
prepared by the National Health Survey. It is based on
information collected in a continuing nationwide sample
of households in the Health Interview Survey, a major
part of the program,

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a questionnaire
which, in addition to personal and demographic charac-
teristics, obtains information on illnesses, injuries,
chronic conditions and impairments, and other health
topics. As data relating to each of these various broad
topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate reports are
issued which cover one or more of the specific topics.
The present report is based on the consolidated sample
for 52 weeks of interviewing ending June 1964,

The population covered by the sample for the Health
Interview Survey is the civilian, noninstitutional popu-
lation of the United States living at the time of the
interview, The sample does not include members of the
Armed Forces, U.S. nationals living in foreign countries,
or crews of vessels. It should also be noted that the esti-
mates shown do not represent a complete inventory of
physician visits for the specified calendar period since
no adjustment has been made for persons who had
physician visits during the 2-week-recall period but
who died prior to the interview,

Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the survey
follows a multistage probability design which permits
a continuous sampling of the civilian population of the
United States, The first stage of this design consists
of drawing a sample of 357 from about 1,900 geographi-
cally defined primary sampling units (PSU's) into which
the United States has been divided. A PSU is a county,
a group of contiguous counties, or a standard metro-
politan statistical area,

With no loss in general understanding, the remaining
stages can be combined and treated in this discussion
as an ultimate stage. Within PSU's, then, ultimate stage
units called segments are defined in such a manner that
each segment contains an expected nine households. A
segment consists of a cluster of neighboring households
or addresses. Two general types of segments are used:
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(1) area segments which are defined geographically, and
(2) B segments which are defined from a list of ad-
dresses from the Decennial Census and Survey of Con-
struction, Each week a random sample of about 90
segments is drawn. In the approximately 800 house-
holds in these segments, household members are
interviewed concerning factors related to health,

Since the household members interviewed each
week are a representative sample of the population,
samples for successive weeks can be combined into
larger samples. Thus the design permits both continuous
measurement of characteristics of high incidence or
prevalence in the population, and through the larger
consolidated samples, more detailed analysis of less
common characteristics and smaller categories. The
continuous collection has administrative and operational
advantages as well as technical assets, since it permits
field work to be handled with an experienced, stable staff.

Sample size and geographic detail.—The national
sample plan for the 12-month period ending June 1964
included about 134,000 persons from 42,000 households
in about 4,700 segments,

The overall sample was designed in such a fashion
that tabulations can be provided for each of the major
geographic regions and for urban and rural sectors of
the United States.

Collection of data.— Field operations for the house-
hold survey are performed by the Bureau of the Census
under specifications established by the National Center
for Health Statistics. In accordance with these specifi-
cations the Bureau of the Census selects the sample,
conducts the field interviewing as anagent of the Center,
and performs a manual editing and coding of the
questionnaires. The Health Survey, using Center elec-
tronic computers, carries out further editing and
tabulates the edited data.

Estimating methods.—Each statistic produced by
the survey—for example, the number of office visits
to a physician in a specified period—is the result of
two stages of ratio estimation. In the first of these,
the control factor is the ratio of the 1960 decennial
population count to the 1960 estimated population in the
National Health Survey's first-stage sample of PSU's.
These factors are applied for some 25 color-residence
classes.

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for



current population in about 60 age-sex-color classes
are computed, and serve as second-stage factors for
ratio estimating.

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to
make the sample more closely representative of the
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus
reducing sampling variance,

As noted, each week's sample represents the popu-
lation living during that week and characteristics of
this population, Consolidation of samples over a time
period, say a calendar quarter, produces estimates of
average characteristics of the U.S, population for that
calendar quarter, Similarly, population data for a year
are averages of the four quarterly figures.

For statistics measuring the number of occurrences
during a specified time period, such as the number of
physician visits during a year, a similar computational
procedure is used, but the statistics are interpreted
differently, For these items, the questionnaire asks for
the respondent's experience over the 2 calendar weeks
prior to the week of interview. In such instances the
estimated quarterly total for the statistic is simply 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by the 13
successive samples taken during the period. The annual
total is the sum of the four quarters. Thus, the ex-
perience of persons interviewed during a year—expe-
rlence which actually occurred for each person in a
2-~calendar-week interval prior to week of interview—
is treated as though it measured the total of such expe-
rience during the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias,

General Qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted for nonresponse
by a procedure which imputes to persons ina household
which was not interviewed the characteristics of persons
in households in the same segment which were inter-
viewed, The total noninterview rate was 5 percent;
1 percent was refusal, and the remainder was primarily
due to the failure to find any eligible household re-
spondent after repeated trials.

The interview process.-—-The statistics presented
in this report are based on replies secured in inter-
views of persons in the sampled households. Each
person 19 years of age and over, available at the time
of interview, was interviewed individually. Proxy re-
spondents within the household were employed for
children and for adults not available at the time of the
interview, provided the respondent was closely related
to the person about whom information was being obtained.

There are limitations to the accuracy ofdiagnostic
and other information collected inhousehold interviews.
For diagnostic information, the household respondent
can, at best, pass on the interviewer only the infor-
mation the physicianhas given the family. For conditions

not medically attended, diagnostic information is often
no more than adescription of symptoms. However, other
facts, such as the number of disability days caused by
the condition, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source since
only the persons concerned are in a position to report
this information.

Rounding of numbers.—The original tabulations on
which the data in this report are based show all esti-
mates to the nearest whole unit, All consolidations were
made from the original tabulations using the estimates
to the nearest unit, In the final published tables the
figures are rounded to the nearest thousand, although
these are notnecessarily accurate to that detail. Devised
statistics, such as rates and percent distributions, are
computed after the estimates on which these are based
have been rounded to the nearest thousand.

Population figures.—Some of the published tables
include population figures for specified categories.
Except for certain overall totals by age and sex, which
are adjusted to independent estimates, these figures
are based on the sample of households in the National
Health Survey. These are given primarily to provide
denominators for rate computation and for this purpose
are more appropriate for use with the accompanying
measures of health characteristics than other population
data that may be available, In some instances these will
permit users to recombine published data into classes
more suitable to their specific needs. With the exception
of the overall totals by age and sex, mentioned above,
the population figures differ from corresponding figures
(which are derived from different sources) published in
reports of the Bureau of the Census. For population
data for generaluse, see the official estimates presented
in Bureau of the Census reports in the P-20, P-25, and
P-60 series.

Reliability of Estimates

Since the estimates are basedon a sample, they will
differ somewhat from the figures that would have been
obtained if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per-
sonnel and procedures. Asinany survey, the results are
also subject to measurement error.

The standard error is primarily a measure of
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might
occur by chance because only a sample of the popu-
lation is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the
standard error also reflects part of the variation which
arises in the measurement process. It does not include
estimates of any biases which might lieinthe data, The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from
the sample would differ from a complete census by less
than the standard error. The chances are about 95 out
of 100 that the difference would be less than twice the
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standard error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2% times as large.

The relative standard error of an estimate is ob-
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate by
the estimate itself and is expressed as a percentage of
the estimate. Charts from which approximations of
relative standard errors can be determined directly
have been prepared, and can be found on pages 35 and 36.

Guide to Use of Relative

The code shown below identifies the appropriate
curve to be used in estimating the relative standard
error of the statistic described. The four components
of each code describe the statistic as follows:

A description of the classes of statistics used in the
health survey and some general rules for determining
relative sampling errors are presented in Appendix I
of "Current Estimates," Vital and Health Statistics,
Series 10, Number 13,

The following guide indicates the appropriate rules
and charts to be used in deriving relative standard
errors for estimates shown in this report.

Standard Error Charts

(1) A = aggregate, P = percentage; (2) the number of
calendar quarters of data collection; (3) the type of the
statistic; and (4) the range of the statistic ag described
in Series 10, Number 13.

Use:
Statistic
Rule Code on page
Number of:
Persons in the U.S. population or
total number of persons in any age-sex
category~==r—wreececmcc e cc e Not subject to sampling error
Persons by any other characteristic----=-=-- 1 ALAN 35
Physician visits in a year----e-c--e-cmacaa-- 1 A4BM 35
Percent distribution of:
Physician visits-==-memocmcccmma e 2 P4BN-M 36
Rates of physician visits:
Per person in total U.S. population or in
any age-sex group of the total U.S. popu-
lation; (1) per year-------i --------------- 4(a) A4BM 35
Per person in any other population .
group per year-------=-=-eecesmeoccoeo—oooas 4(b) g:ﬁg;:; 222% gg
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Relative standard error (%)

Relstive standard errors for aggregates based on four quarters of data collection
for data of all types and ranges
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Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 2,000,000 (on scale at bottom of chart) for a
Narrow range Type A statistic (code: A4AN) has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent,
(read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 72,000 (3.6 percent of
2,000,000). For a Wide range Type B statistic (code: A4BW), an aggregate of 6,000,000 has
a relative error of 16.0 percent or a standard error of 960,000 (16 percemt of 6,000,000).
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Relatlve standard errors for percentages based on four quarters of data collection
for type B data, Narrow end Medium renge

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)
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Estimated percentage

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on
an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 17.0 percent (read from scale
at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 in-
tersects the vertical 1line for 20 percent, The standard error in percentage points is
equal to 20 percent X 17.0 percent or 3.4 percentage points,



APPENDIX 11

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Physician Visits

Physician visit.—A physician visit is defined as
consultation with a physician, in person or by tele-
phone, for examination, diagnosis, treatment, or ad-
vice. The visit is considered to be a physician visit if
the service is provided directly by the physician or by
a nurse or other person acting under a physician's su-
pervision. For the purpose of this definition 'physi-
cian" includes doctors of medicine and osteopathic
physicians. The texrm "doctor'" is used in the interview,
rather than "physician,’ because of the need to keep to
popular usuage. However, the concept toward which
all instructions are directed is that which is described
here.

Physician visits for services provided on a mass
basis are not included in the tabulations. A service re-
ceived on a mass basis is defined as any service in-
volving only a single test (e.g., test for diabetes) or a
single procedure (e.g., smallpox vaccination) when this
single service was administered identically to all per-
sons who were at the place for this purpose. Hence,
persons passing through a tuberculosis chest X-ray
trailer, by this definition, are not included as physi-
cian vists. However, a special chest X-ray given in a
physician's office or an outpatient clinic is considered
to be a physician visit. Furthermore, regardless of the
number of doctors seen at the clinic it is considered
as only one visit,

Physician visits to hospital inpatients are not
included.

If a physician is called to the house to see more
than one person, the call is considered tobe a separate
physician visit for each person about whom the physi-
cian was consulted.

A physician visit is associated with the person
about whom the advice was sought, even if that person
did not actually see or consult the physician. For ex-
ample, if a mother consults a physician about one of
her children, the physician visitis ascribedtothe child.

Place of visit.~ The place of visit is a classifica-
tion of the types of places at which a physician visit
took place. The definitions of the various categories
are as follows:

1. Home is defined as any place in which the per-

son was staying at the time of the physician's
vigit. It may be his own home, the home of a

friend, a hotel, or any other place the person
may be staying (except as an overnight patient
in a hospital).

2. Office is defined as the office of a physician in
private practice only. This may be an office in
the physician’s home, an individual office in an
office building, or a suite of offices occupiedby
several physicians. For purposes of this sur-
vey, physicians connected with prepayment
group practice plans are considered to be in
private practice.

3. Hospital clinic is defined as an outpatientclinic
or emergency room in any hospital.

4. Company or industry health unit refers totreat-
ment received from a physician or under a phy-
sician's supervision at a place of business(e.g.,
factory, store, office building). This includes
emergency or first-aid rooms located in such
places if treatment was received there from a
physician or trained nurse.

5. Telephone contact refers to advice given ina
telephone call directly by the physician or
transmitted through the nurse. (Calls for ap-
pointments are excluded.)

6. Other refers to advice or treatment received
from a physician or under a physician's gen-
eral supervision at a school, at an insurance
office, at a health department clinic, or any
other place at which a physician consultation
might take place.

Type of medical service.—A medical service is a
service received when a physician is consulted. For
the purposes of this survey, medical services have been
categorized into several broad types. A single physi-
cian visit may result in the recording of more than one
type of medical service (though a particular type is not
recorded more than once for any one physician visit).
Tables showing physician visits classified by type of
medical service therefore add to more than the total
number of visits. The definitions of the types of medi-
cal service are as follows:

1. Diagnosis and treatment include (a) examina-
tions and tests in order to diagnose an illness
regardless of whether the examinations and
tests resulted in a diagnosis, and (b) treatment
or advice given by the physician or under the
physician's supervision. The category includes
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diagnosis alone, treatment alone, and both com-
bined. X-rays either for diagnostic purposes or
for treatment are included in this class.

2. Prenatal and posinatal care include consulta-
tions concerning the care of the mother during
pregnancy and in the postpartum period. It ex-
cludes consultations for illnesses not related to
pregnancy or delivery.

3. General checkup includes checkups for general
purposes and also those for specific purpose,
such as employment or insurance. If a diag-
nosis or diagnoses are made in the course of a
general checkup, the physician visit isaclassi-
fied to "Diagnosis and treatment" as well as to
"General checkup." If the consultation is for
checking up on a specific condition, as, for ex-
ample, when a person goes at regular intervals
for a check on a tuberculous or heartcondition,
this is classified as "Diagnosis and treatment"
and not as ""General checkup.”

4, Immunization includes this preventive service
when provided by a physician or under a physi-
cian's supervision, A physician service which
is for the sole purpose of receiving immuniza-
tion against a particular disease given at the
same time and place that many other persons
are receiving the identical immunization is
excluded because of the rule for exclusion of
such services in the definition of a physician
visit.

5. Other includes eye refractions and specific pre-
ventive-care services (such as vitamin injec-
tions) not embraced by the above type-of-serv-
ice categories. Also included are all visits
where an unknown type of service was reported.

Demographic, Social, and Economic Terms

Age.—The age recorded for each person is the age
at last birthday, Age is recorded in single years and
grouped in a variety of distributions depending upon
the purpose of the table.

Color.~—In this report, the population has been sub-
divided into two groups according to "White" and
"Nonwhite." "Nonwhite'' includes Negro, American In-
dian, Chinese, Japanese, and so forth. Mexican per-
sons are included with "White'" unless definitely known
to be Indian or other nonwhite race,

Family income.—Each member of a familyis clas-
sified according to the total income of the family of
which he is a member, Within the household all per-
sons related to each other by blood, marriage, or
adoption constitute a family. Unrelated individuals are
classified according to their own income.

The income recorded is the total of all income re-
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated
individual) in the 12-month period ending with the week
of interview. Income from all sources is included, e.g.,
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wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, help
from relatives, and so forth.

Education of family head.—Each member ofa fam-
ily is classified according to the education of the head
of the family of which he is a member. Within the house-
hold all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated indi-
viduals are classified according to their own education.

The categories of educational status show the high-
est grade of school completed. Only grades completed
in regular schools, where persons are givén a formal
education, are included. A "regular' school is one which
advances a person toward an elementary or highschool
diploma, or a college, university, or professional
school degree. Thus, education in vocational, trade,
or business schools outside the regular school system
is not counted in determining the highestgrade of school
completed.

Mayrital status.—Marital status is recorded only
for persons 17 years of age or older. The marital
status categories are as follows:

Under 17 includes all persons aged 0-10 regard-

less of their marital status.

Mayrried includes all married persons not separated

from their spouse because of marital discord.

Persons with common-law marriages are con-

sidered to be married.

Never married includes persons who were never

married and persons whose only marriage was

annulled,

Other includes persons who are widowed, divorced,

legally separated, and persons separated because

of marital discord.

Usual activity status.—All persons in the population
are classified accotding to their usual activity status
during the 12-month period prior to the week of inter-
view. The "usual" activity status, incase more than one
is reported, is the one at which the person spent the most
time during the 12-monthperiod. Children under 6 years
of age are classified as "preschool." All persons aged
6-16 years are classified as "school age.”

The categories of usual activity status used for
persons aged 17 years and over are: usually working,
usually keeping house, retired, and other. For several
reasons these categories are not comparable with
somewhat similarly named categories in official Federal
labor force statistics. First, the responses concerning
usual activity status are accepted without detailed
questioning, since the objective of the question isnot to
estimate the numbers of persons in labor force cate-
gories but to identify crudely certain population groups
which may have differing health problems. Second, the
figures represent the usual activity status over the
period of an entire year, whereas official labor force
statistics relate to a much shorter period, usually 1
week, Third, the minimum age for usually working
persons is age 17 in the National Health Survey and the
official labor force categories include all persons age



14 or older. Finally in the definitions of specific cate-
gories which follow, certain marginal groups are
classified differently to simplify procedures.

Usually working includes persons 17 years of age

or older who are paid employees; self-employed

in their own business, profession, or in farming;
or unpaid employees in a family business or farm.

Work around the house, or volunteer or unpaid

work, such as for a church, etc., is not counted as

working.

Usually keeping house includes female persons 17

years of age or older whose major activity is

described as "keeping house" and who cannot be
classified as "working."

Retired includes persons 45 years old or over

who consider themselves to be retired. In case of

doubt, a person 45 years of age or older is counted
as retired if he, or she, has either voluntarily or
involuntarily stopped working, is not looking for

work, and is not described as 'keeping house." A

retired person may or may not be unable to work.

Other in this report includes males 17 years of

age or older not classified as "working " or

"retired," and females 17 years of age or older

not classified as "working," 'keeping house," or

"retired." Persons aged 17 years and over who

are going to school are included in this group.

Residence.— The place of residence of a member of
the civilian, noninstitutional population is classified as
either inside a standard metropolitan statistical area
(SMSA) or outside an SMSA, according to farm or non-
farm residence.

Standard metropolitan statistical aveas.—The defi-
nitions and titles of standard metropolitan statistical
areas (SMSA's)are established by the U.S, Bureau of the
Budget with the advice of the Federal Committee on
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were
212 SMSA's defined for the 1960 Decennial Census, for
which data may be provided for places of residence in
the Health Interview Survey.

The definition of an individual SMSA involves two
considerations: first, a city or cities of specified popu-
lation which constitute the central city and identify the
county in which it is located as the central county; and
second, economic and social relationships with con-
tiguous counties (except in New England) which are
metropolitan in character, so that the periphery of the
specific metropolitan area may be determined. SMSA's
are not limited by State boundaries.

Farm and nonfarm vesidence.—The population re-
siding outside SMSA's is subdivided into the farm popu-
lation, which comprises all non-SMSA residents living
on farms, and the nonfarm population, whichcomprises
the remaining non-SMSA population. The farm popu-
lation includes persons living on places of 10 or more
acres from which sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months and persons
residing on places of less than 10 acres from which

sales of farm products amounted to $250 or more during
the preceding 12 months. Other persons living in non-
SMSA territory were classified as nonfarm. Persons
were also classified as nonfarm if their household paid
rent for the house but their rentdid not include any land
used for farming.

"Sales of farm products" refers to the gross re-
ceipts from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk, wool, etc.),
poultry and poultry products, and nursery and forest
products produced on the place and sold at any time
during the preceding 12 months.

Region.—For the purpose of classifying the popu-
lation by geographic area, the States are grouped into
four regions. These regions, which correspond tothose
used by the Bureau of the Census, are as follows:

Region States Included

Northeast------- Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania

North Central-- Michigan, Chio, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa,
Missouri, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas

South--=ceacue-x Delaware, Maryland, District of
Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma,
Texas

Westemramamaaaae Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado,
New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada,
Alaska, Washington, Oregon,
California, Hawaii

Chronic condition.— A condition is considered to
be chronic if (1) it is described by the respondent in
terms of one of the chronic diseases onthe "Check List
of Chronic Conditions" or in terms of one of the types
of impairments on the "Check List of Impairments"
(page 26) or (2) the condition is described by the re-
spondent as having been first noticed more than 3 months
before the week of the interview.

Peyrsons with chronic conditions.—The estimated
number of persons with chronic conditions is based on
the number of persons who at the time of the interview
were reported to have one or more chronic conditions.
(See definition of ""Chronic condition.")

Chronic activity limitation.—Persons with chronic
conditions are classified into four categories according
to the extent to which their activities are limited at
present as a result of these conditions. Since the usual
activities of preschool children, school-age children,
housewives, and workers and other persons differ, a
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different set of criteria is used for each group, There
is a general similarity between them, however, as will
be seen in the descriptions of the four categories below.
In some of the reports of the Health Interview Survey,
various combinations of the categories have been made
to serve different purposes.

1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for
their group (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or go to school).

Preschool children: inability to take part in
ordinary play with other

children.
School-age children: inability to go to school.
Housewives: inability to do any house-
work.

Workers and all
other persons: inability to work at a job
or business,
2. Persons limited in the amount or kind of major
activity performed (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or go to school).
Preschool children: limited in the amount or
kind of play with other
children, e.g., need spe-
cial rest periods, cannot
play strenuous games,
cannot play for long
periods at a time.

School-age chil-

dren: limited to certain types
of schools or in school
attendance, e.g., need
special schools or special
teaching, cannot go to
school full time or for
long periods at a time.

Housewives: limited in amount or kind
of housework, e.g., cannot

Workers and all
other persons:

liftchildren, washor iron,
or do housework for long
periods at a time.

limited in amount or kinl
of work, e.g., need special
working aids or special
rest periods at work,
cannot work full time or
for long periodsatatime,
cannot do strenuous work.,

Persons not limitedin major activity but other-
wise limited (major activity refers to ability
to work, keep house, or go to school).

Preschool children:

School-age chil-
dren:

Housewives:

Workers and all
other persons:

not classified in this cate-
gory.

not limited in going to
school but limited in
participation in athletics
or other extracurricular
activities.

not limited in housework
but limited in other ac-
tivities, such as church,
clubs, hobbies, civic
projects, or shopping,.

not limited in regular
work activities but limi-
ted in other activities,
such as church, clubs,
hobbies, civic projects,
spotts, or games,

. Persons not limited in activities

Includes persons with chronic conditicns whose
activities are not limited in any of the ways

described above.

000
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APPENDIX Il

Question 18 from the fiscal year 1959 questionnaire

18. (o) LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE did anyone in the family - you, your--, etc.-talk
to o doctor or go to a doctor's office or clinic? Anyone else?
If “Yea®
(b) How many times during the past 2 weeks?

No. of times

(c) Whaere did you talk to the doctor?
(d) How many times at -~ (home, office, clinic, etc.)?

(Record total number of times for each type of place)

("Hospital clinic® tud ight stays)

Place Times

Athome. .. ..o
At office ... ... .

Hospital clinic . ...
Company or industry
Over teleph e

Other (Spacity) . . . .

Questions 20-22 from the fiscal year 1964 questionnaire

20 TAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE d1f cyans In the family talk 1o o INTERVIEVER: DO NOT COUNT doseors scen T Yes CINo
dectet’s sifice or elinlc? while an inpatient in a hospital No. of timew Last Week
Ne i A [
Place — o of times Week Before

Home = At home D/ = Diag. of teat _.‘P_’-s._,.-__"- < __

For EACH person with !'Yes® box checked, ask Queations 20{c) through {f): g:l' ‘A;I office ;\:n/: . 1
3 13 , =
{c) How muny timen did you ses or folk to « doctor LAST WEEK? " Hg‘,';i‘.'l" ¢/pose namal I
1 check

1) How mony fimes d1d yo rtelk to « dactor the WEEK BEFORE LAST? | _ C°° n;:uln f} ;:c:'l’( 3
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Tol. = Over telephone (glasses)
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1 No ™ to Question 20, asks
21, ABOUT haw leng has it basa alnce you hove sean o talked to a decter?

[D) Undet 6mos. £ 612 mos

No. of yeass, 3 Never

M any children under 17 years in household, asks
22 DURING THE PAST 12 MONTHS wases (ware =+, + =, aic.) taken ta ¢ doctor for @

IOUTIN! phystesl exeminetion, thet Is, net for a porticulor illness but for a genatel check-up?
nd MIE than one child under 17 yeats, ask:

PGy
(b) Any of Iht ﬂl\" children?

Q
(117 years o over
O Yes (=]
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APPENDIX IV

EVIDENCE ON NET ERRORS IN THE STATISTICS OF PHYSICIAN VISITS

As noted in the text, estimates of numbers of
physician visits are subject to measurement error
as well as sampling error. Determination of sam-
pling error is a straightforward process. Evalua-
tion of measurement error has proved to be much
more difficult, and it remains uncertain at the pres-
ent time.

In addition to the continuous internal studies
being conducted to improve the quality of data col-
lected in the Health Interview Survey (HIS), research
contracts are from time to time awarded to outside
organizations for the purpose of investigating sources
of response errors and obtaining recommendations
for improved methods of data collection. One meth-
od of assessing the accuracy of reported data and
of identifying the factors related to errors in re-
porting is the record-check study. In relation to
the reporting of physician visits, the basic design
of such a study consists of selecting persons for
whom there is a record of a physician service during
a specified period, interviewing the families of these
persons to learn about physician contacts during
the same period, comparing the reported informa-
tion with the medical records, and identifying in-
stances where there is an apparent failure to re-
port the medical event in the interview.

It should be emphasized that record-check studies
of this type serve primarily to provide information
on the factors associated with failure to report an
event in an interview survey. Because of the dif-
ficulties in replicating the procedures and popula-
tion composition of HIS, data from such studies can-
not be used to adjust estimates from the Survey.
The record-check study almost always is a one-
directional check. At best it provides an estimate
of gross underreporting, but it does not supply an
estimate of the amount of overreporting. Therefore,
the record-check study cannot be used as a meas-
ure of the level of net error in statistics from the
Survey.

The HIS program has conducted two contract
studies of this type devoted to collecting evidence
on the failure of interview respondents to report
physician visits. One of these was part of a larger
study concerned with the relationship of informa-
tion on chronic illness available from medical rec-
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ords to information obtained by household inter-
view, It was conducted among members of the Healta
Insurance Plan of Greater New York (HIP), This
study was reported in Health Stalistics, Series D,
No. 5. The results indicated that a doctor contact
within the 2 calendar weeks preceding the inter-
view was reported for 64 percent of the 840 per-
sons for whom an HIP physician service had been
recorded in this time period. (See table 28 of Seriew
D, No. 5.)

The second study, completed more recently, was.
conducted in Detroit among members of a subscrip-
tion medical care plan, the Community Health As-
sociation. In this study, for which the period o
recall was also the 2 weeks prior to the interview
approximately 70 percent of the 403 known visits
to doctors during the reference period were re-
ported for the 275 persons in the sample.

Thus, there is indication in both of these studies
of a substantial failure to report physician visits
which have been identified from medical records
in a 2-calendar-week period just prior to the in-
terview, These findings, however, do not tell the
whole story. As reported in the HIS, the level of
physician services (exclusive of telephone calls) in
the general population is in the neighborhood of 4.1
physician visits per person per year. This level
is distinctly higher than the levels of physician serv-
ices reported by a number of the large, compre-
hensive prepayment health insurance plans through-
out the country. The figures for these plans range
from 3.4 to 3.8 physician services per person per
year,

It is easily shown that the differences in age
distribution by no means account for the differences
between these levels and those for the general pop-
ulation. However, there is definitely some lack of
comparability on the basis of inclusions. The sta-
tistics from the health insurance plans include only
face-to-face physician visits in the office and at
home, and they exclude radiologists' and patholo-
gists' services as well ag all services by auxiliary
staff. How much closer the figures would be if col-
lected on a comparable basis is not known, but it
seems clear that the survey figures are not much
lower than the utilization rates within the plans.



Thus, there is some discrepancy between evidence
from the record-check studies and evidence from
a comparison with data from the plans. The former
suggests that the survey figures are too low, while
the latter makes it seem unlikely that the survey
figures could exceed the plan rates by any more
than they do.

Faced with an uncertainty about the true levels
of use of physician services in the general popula-
tion, one is led to speculate about possible reasons
for this discrepancy. The important possible reasons
include the following: '

1. lack of demographic and social representa-
tiveness of the insurance-plan populations
which have been studied,
different characteristics in the interview re-
porting of medical events among persons who
are members of prepaid plans and persons
in the general population,
lack of comparability between a physician's
gservice as indicated in the medical records
and a physician visit as defined in the in-
terview (see Appendix II),

a substantial counteracting tendency to over-
report physician visits in the reference pe-
riod which balances or even overbalances

2.

the apparent underreporting in the interview,
some failure—as yet incompletely understood—
in the method of analysis of the record-
check studies (intensive analysis of the rec-
ord-check process raises some difficult ques-
tions regarding the appropriate model for
analysis and suggests that some of the evi-
dence may be misleading or ambiguous),
the possibility that members of the health
insurance plans actually use fewer services
from the plan than do persons in the gen-
eral population and that, taking the under-
reporting in the record-check studies at its
face value, the true figures for the general
population are higher than levels for mem-
bers of health insurance plans and also higher
than the levels published in this report.
At the present time the actual reason for the
divergent findings is not known. Research to de-
termine the true levels of the use of physician serv-
ices will continue. In the meantime the data con-
tained in this report are believed to reflect with
reasonable accuracy the relationship of the use of
physician services to demographic characteristics
and to other characteristics of the population.

[eXoje]
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