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LENGTH

OF CONVALESCENCE AFTER SURGERY

DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS

During the interview year July 1960-June

1961, information on the length of convalescence
following surgery was collected in the health in-
terview phase of the National Health Survey.
Length of convalescence after surgery is defined
in the Survey as the number of days from the date
of operation on a hospitalized patient to the date
on which the person returns to his usual full-
time activity of working, keeping house, or going
to school.

While information on surgical convalescence
was collected on all persons 6 years of age or

older undergoing any type of surgery in a short-
stay hospital in the United States, this report con-
tains data on only six types of operations—tonsil-
lectomy, appendectomy, hemorrhoidectomy, her-
nia, hysterectomy, and delivery other than Ce-
sarean. These operations were selected because
they were performed with sufficient frequency to
produce fairly reliable findings and because each
was an easily identifiable type of surgical pro-
cedure in the interviewing. Convalescent time for
these six selected types of surgery is summarized
as follows:

Average number
Average nﬁ;ﬁéiggf of convalescent
Number of number of osthos- days from sur-
Type of operation : postoper- P gery to resump-
patients s pital con- Ty
ative hos- valescent tion of usual
pital days davs full-time ac-
y tivity
Tonsillectomy~=m====r=m== 611,000 1.3 9.0 10.2
Appendectomy==m==mmmmwa=-= 303,000 6.3 21.8 28.1
Hemorrhoidectomy~---=---~ 236,000 6.0 22,2 28.2
Hernigm=mmamemecnecncanax 312,000 6.8 35.1 41.9
Hysterectomy=======mw=m=- 231,000 8.8 43,2 52.0
Delivery other than
Cesarean--=========ca-=- 3,247,000 3.9 11.5 15.4

‘This report was prepared by Louise Sagen of the U.S. National Health Survey staff.



For three of the operations—hemorrhoidec-
tomy, hernia, and hysterectomy-preoperative
length of hospital stay averaged about 1% days.
Average length of hospital stay before surgery for
the other operations was: tonsillectomy, 0.6 days;
appendectomy, 0.4 days; delivery other than Ce-
sarean, 0.3 days.

In general, increasing age of the patient was
associated with increasing duration of conva-
lescence. As expected, the average convalescent
time increased with age for tonsillectomy and
appendectomy, where the majority of the oper-
ations were performed on children 6-16 years of
age. For the other four selected operations, age
had some effect on duration, but other factors such
as sex or the usual activity of the person had
more important influence. For example, the dur-
ation of hospital stay after surgery for hernia was
longer among working males of ages 45 yearsand
over (6.9 days) than among those of ages 17-44
(5.7 days), but the posthospital convalescence was
39.0 days for the older group as compared with
42,2 days for the younger men. This finding may
reflect a difference in the type of occupation of
the two age groups. Similarly for hysterectomy,
women 45 years or over who reported their usual
-activity as keeping house had the same length of
postoperative hospital stay as women of ages 25~
44 years, but their posthospital convalescence of
34.3 days was 6.6 days shorter. One reason for
this may be that the home situation for older
women is not as demanding as for younger women
who have young children to be cared for in the
‘home, ‘

For two types of operations—appendectomy
and hemorrhoidectomy—average convalescence
was shorter for females than for males. For fe-
males 17 years and over, convalescence following
appendectomy averaged 28.9 days, or 6.3 days
shorter than for males of these ages, and conva-
lescence following hemorrhoidectomy averaged
22.9 days for females 25-years and over, 10.8
days shorter than for males of these ages. How-
ever for hernia operations, females 17 years and
over had an average of 48 days convalescence
after surgery, 5.4 days longer than for males 17
years and over. These sex differences in conva-
lescent time after a hernia operation may result
from differences in the types of hernias for which
operations .are performed on males and females.

For tonsillectomies, both length of hospital stay
and posthospital convalescence were about the
same’ for males and females aged 6-16 years.
Females, 17 years and over, had a longer post-
hospital convalescence following tonsillectomy
than males of the same ages.

In several sections of this reportdata oncon-
valescent time are presented for persons whose
usual activity was reported as working. These
estimates are shown because of interest in the .
impact of prolonged convalescence following sur-
gery on the economy of the country. The six types
of operations considered in this report accounted
for about 900,000 hospital discharges, 6 million
hospital days, and 23 million posthospital conva-
lescent days among persons classified as usually
working during the 12-month period July 1960-
June 1961. Even for these six operations, which
comprise less than one-fourth of all operations
performed on persons in the usually working popu-
lation, the figures underestimate the loss of work
due tosurgical convalescence because they include
estimates only for persons who have returned to
work following surgery.

Figure 1 shows the average postoperative
hospital stay and the average duration of conva-
lescence for the several operations among usually
working persons in comparison with persons in
other categories of usual activity. The longer
duration in the working population may result in
part from differences in age and sex between
workers and other groups. However, regardless
of age and sex, workers probably await more com-
plete recovery than do other activity groups be-
cause of the demands of remaining on the job once
work has been resumed.

For three of the operations—appendectomy,
hemorrhoidectomy, and hernia—both length of
postoperative hospital stay and average length of
convalescence after leaving the hospital were
longer for persons in the family income group of
less than $4,000 than for persons with a family
income of $4,000 or more. For tonsillectomies
and deliveries other than Cesarean, there was no
appreciable difference in total duration of con-
valescence between the two income groups. How-
ever, for deliveries other than Cesarean, women
of higher income families remained in the hospital
for 4.1 days after the delivery, which is on the
average about one-half day longer than for women
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of lesser income. For hysterectomies, women of
the higher income family group, $4,000 or more,
had a day longer hospital stay and about 3 days
longer posthospital convalescence than women
of lower family income.

Family income, as defined in the Survey,
classifies families into various income groups, but
does not take into consideration the size of the
family, the amount of incurred expenses, and other
factors which may affect the economic status of
the family.

Estimates of average duration of surgical
convalescence were obtained from the survey in

the four geographic regions of the United States for
two of the selected operations—tonsillectomies
and deliveries other than Cesarean. For tonsil-
lectomies, there was little difference in average
length of hospital stay among the regions,. but
posthospital convalescence ranged from 6.7 days
in the North Central Region to 11.8 days in the
Northeast. For deliveries other than Cesarean,
average length of hospital stay ranged from 3.5
days in the West to 5.0 days in the Northeast.
Average posthospital convalescence for deliveries
other than Cesarean was 14.0 days in the South,
about 3.5 davs longer than in the other three



regions. An explanation of these regional varia-
tions would require a detailed study of social and
economic differences, hospital accessibility, and
other related factors.

Certain tables in this report present data on
convalescence for those surgical cases that may
be considered uncomplicated. This has been done
by limiting estimates of posthospital convalescent
time to persons who had a "normal” length of
hospital stay. '"Normal" should be interpreted
here as meaning 'not excessive' for surgical

operations of these types. This does notimply that
the days of hospital stay arbitrarily selected aus
"mormal'' represent standards; they are intended
only to define a class of uncomplicated case:
which will provide estimates of convalescent time:
typical for the operation.

" The table below shows the proportion of
hospital discharges within the arbitrary "normal"
length of stay among all discharges andthe com-
parative number of days of posthospital conva-
lescence:

. Discharges with "normal" length of
Total discharges hospital stay
Type of operation gveragz Length Average
. ays o of . Percent days of
ﬁﬁgﬁggnég posthospi- stay ﬂﬁgﬁggnég of total | posthospi-
. tal conva- | (less discharges | tal conva-
lescence than) lescence
Tonsillectomy------ 611 9.0 | <3 days 577 9% .4 8.7
Appendectomy-====== 303 21.8 | <7 days 201 66.3 18.4
Hemorrhoidectomy-=-~ 236 22,2 | <9 days 192 81.4 21.8
Hernia-=we=e-ereee- 312 35.1 |11 days 271 86.9 34.7
Hysterectomy======= 231 43,2 <11 days 170 73.6 41.3
Delivery other
than Cesarean~-=-- 3,247 11.5 | <6 days 2,819 86.8 11.1

As would be expected, the discharges which
were within the limit of "normal" hospital stay
shown above for each of the six types of operation
had fewer days of posthospital convalescence than
did the total discharges. The reduction in conva-
lescent time resulting from elimination of the
more complicated cases does not appear to be
marked. Itvaries from 3%days for appendectomies
and 2 days for hysterectomies to about one-half
day for the other types of surgery. The amount of
reduction is partly related to the proportion of
cases eliminated which, in turn, is dependentupon
the length of hospital stay designated as "'normal."
Furthermore, itmustbe kept in mind that the data
include only persons who had returned to their
usual activity by the date of the interview. In other

words, the criterion for recovery or convales- -

cence used in this report is the return to usual
activity rather than medical judgment as to the

person's physical cdndition, although the two arz
undoubtedly related,.

In order to study the extent to which days
hospitalized might influence the total days of
convalescence, persons in the Survey were tabu-
lated by intervals of hospital stay and broad in-
tervals of convalescence after surgery. Approxi-
mately 70 percent of the children, ages 6-16, re~
turned to school within 10 days after a tonsil-
lectomy regardless of the duration of hospitali-
zation, For deliveries, where a portion of thz
complicated cases have been omitted through th=
exclusion of Cesarean sections, persons with
lengthy hospital stay after delivery had longer
periods of convalescence, Of the women withless
than 3 days of postdelivery hospital stay, 58.1
percent had less than 10 days of convalescence;
of those with 3 to 6 hospital days after delivery,
31 percent had less than 10days of convalescence,



and of those with 7 or more hospital days aiter
delivery, only 14.5 percent had less than 10 days
of convalescence. It should be noted that more than
three-fourths (2,477,000) of all women with de-
liveries other than Cesarean reported a post-
delivery hospital stay of 3 to 6 days, and within
this group about 59 percent had less than 15 days
of convalescence after delivery. In regard to the
other four operations, a longer hospital stay after
surgery appears to be reflected in a later return
to usual activity. The relationship between short
and long postoperative hospital stay of those re-

porting 30 days or more convalescence can be
seen in the following table. Since itwas found that
the major activity of the person had an important
influence on length of convalescence, data in the
table are restricted tousually working persons for
three of the operations, and to women keeping
house for hysterectomies. There is a consistent
tendency in all four operations for persons with
lengthy hospital stay to have prolonged periods of
convalescence. The numbers involved, however,
are quite small. See Appendix I for discussion of
sampling errors.

Discharges with conva-~
lescence of 30 days or more
Type of operation and length of postopera- Total
tive hospital stay discharges Percent of
Number total
discharges
Appendectomy (for usually working persons)
Undexr 7 dz§s ------------------------------ 76,000 34,000 44.7
7+ days-wesmwemmcree e cm e mrc e —m e 48,000 32,000 66.6
Hemorrhoidectomy (for usually working
persons)
Under 7 days=-=====mmemmmeem—eeee e m—e e 94,000 40,000 42.6
Mt days===-eemmcemm e e e e 48,000 23,000 47.9
Hernia (for usually working males)
Under 7 daySmm==rm=m=cmccccccammccmcomeme— 89,000 56,000 62.9
T+ daysemmmemmmommmm e c oo em e oo m e 68,000 52,000 76 .5
Hysterectomy (for women, ages 25+, keeping
house)
Under 11 days~=-----=-===-----—--—-cco——uw 117,000 80,000 68.4
11+ days-=r==m=-mecmemc o e e m e e —em e m e 29,000 21,000 72.4

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA

The health interview phase of the National.
Health Survey derives data from a continuous
probability sampling of the civilian, noninstitu-
tional population of the United States, The data for
this report were collected in approximately 38,000
households comprising 125,000 persons during
the interview period July 1960-June 1961.

During this ﬁeriod, a supplemental set of
questions rélating toconvalescence following sur-
gery was added to the basic questionnaire. For
each hospitalization involving surgery, infor-
mation was obtained on the length of posthospital
convalescence before return to usual full-time
activity (see cols. Ito 1,tablell of the question-



naire, Appendix III). Even though this kind of in-
formation was collected on all hospital discharges
involving surgery, this report is restricted to
those persons 6 years and older who had only one
surgical procedure during a single hospital stay

and who had returned on a full-time basis to their-

usual activity. Since this report concerns conva-
lescence from specific types of operations, the
length of convalescent time would be unduly
biased by the inclusion of cases for which multiple
surgical procedures had been performed. Only
operations performed in short-stay hospitals are
included, and the report is restricted to six types
of operations, each having an established method
of surgical procedure.

Certain factors in the survey method result
in an underestimate of the volume of hospital
discharges during the interview year as compared
with estimates obtained from hospital records.
These factors affect the data included in this re-
port in varying degrees. Since the household
interview covers the hospital experience of per-
sons living in the household at the time of inter-
view, persons who died prior to the date of inter-
view but who were hospitalized during the previous
year are not included in the estimates of the num-
ber of operations. Omission of the deceased in
the current report has little effect upon the esti-
mate of convalescent time following sdrgery since
the data presented are limited to hospital dis-
charges of persons who had resumed their usual
full-time activity.

Another factor that reduces the volume of
hospital discharges in comparison with hospital
records is that the Survey definition includes only
hospitalizations for overnight or longer. The

omission of an unknown number of inpatients who
were not hospitalized overflight probably has a
negligible effect upon the estimate of hospital days
since each instance contributes only one day to
the sample total. Transfers from one hospital to
to another are sometimes consideredas a single
episode by the respondent and reportedas a single
hospitalization, whereas, by Survey definition, this
would constitute two or more hospitalizations.
However, the effect of this particular error on
the volume of hospitalizations is believed to be
small and probably of little consequence in re-
lation to hospitalizations involving surgery.

A description of the survey design, methods
used in estimation, and the general qualifications
of the data is presented in Appendix I, Special
attention is called to information contained in the
section Reliability of Estimates. The data in all
tables in this report are subjecttoerrors of sam-
pling, i.e., errors resulting from the use of a
sample of households instead of all the house-
holds in the United States. In tables where the
estimated number or the numerator or de-
nominator of a percentage is small, the relative
error due to sampling may be high. Therefore,
such estimates of numbers or percentages must
be interpreted with caution.

Definitions of certain terms used in this re-
port are presented in Appendix II, and familiarity
with these definitions is necessary for the in-
terpretation of the findings presented. A facsimile

- of the basic questionnaire used for collection of

data in the health interview phase of the National

Health Survey during the period July 1960-June
1961 is shown in Appendix IIL

INTRODUCTION TO DETAILED DATA

The body of this report is divided into six
sections, one for each of the operations selected
for study. In general, the tabular material shown
for each operation has beenpresentedina manner
to facilitate comparisons of the average convales-
cent period after surgery according to age, sex,
the usual activity of the person, and family in-
come, For these demographic characteristics,
data on convalescent time are shown by length of

hospital stay, length of time in the hospital after
surgery, and length of time after discharge from
the hospital to resumption of usual full-time
activity,

In certain tables of the report, average con-
valescent time after surgery was compared for
those who had a normal length of hospital stay
with the convalescent time of those who might be
considered the more complicatedcases as judgec



by an abnormally long period of hospitalization
following surgery. In order to study the extent to
which days hospitalized might influence the total
days of convalescence, tables are shown which
classify patients according to intervals of post-
operative hospital stay and intervals of conva-
lescence from the operation to resumption of
usual activity.

No attempt has been made to present a com-
prehensive interpretation of the meaning of the

data shown in this report. Instead, emphasis has
been placed on describing the material presented,
pointing out its qualifications, and defining the
concepts basic to collection and preparation.
The brief discussion of the tabular material ineach
of the sections is restricted, for the most part,
to a discussion of the influence of personal char-
acteristics on average convalescent time after
surgery.



TONSILLECTOMIES

During the survey year July 1960-June 1961,
an .estimated 611,000 patients 6 years of age and
over were discharged from short-stay hospitalsin
the United States after having tonsillectomies. The
number of patients, together with the hospital days
and convalescent days which they experienced
after tomnsillectomy, are shown in table 1 by age,
sex, usual activity status, family income, and
geographic region.

Convalescent time after tomnsillectomy in-
creased with age. As shown in table 1, the varia-
tion in average duration of convalescence ranged
fromy 9.3 days among children 6-16 years of age
to 15.2 days among adults ages 25-44.

About 82 percent (501,000) of all persons with
tonsillectomies were 6-16 years of age, For this
group of children, the length of convalescence
averaged 9.3 days per child, 1.1 days in the hos-
pital after the operation and 8.2 days after leaving
the hospital, Length of postoperative hospital stay
and average length of convalescence after leaving
the hospital were about the same for females as for
males in this school-age group. However, for all
persons 6 years ofageandover reportingtonsil-
lectomies, the average length of posthospital con-
valescence was longer for females than for males—
9.6 days for females and 8.3 days for males.

Table 2 shows the average duration of post-
hospital convalescence, classified by age and sex,
for all persons who experienced tonsillectomies
and for those with less than 3 days of postoperative
hospital stay. Within the group reporting a hospi-
tal stay of less than 3 days after tonsillectomy,
posthospital convalescent time averaged 6.2 days
longer per person for females 17 years and over
than for males in the same age group. Again, in
the school-age group, average length of post-
hospital convalescence for females was about the
same as that for males.

Data in table 3 show broad intervals of conva-
lescence, from tonsillectomy to return to school
full time, for all children, ages 6-16, with tonsil-
lectomies and also for those children having less
than 3 postoperative hospital days by sex. Approxi-
mately 70 percent of the children returned to
school less than 10 days after surgery regardless
of the duration of hospitalization. The largestpro-
portion was concentrated in the 5-9 day inteval of
convalescence. About 97 percent (487,000) of the
501,000 children with tonsillectomies had a hos-
pital stay of less than 3 days after the operation.
Among those with the '"normal" number of days
postoperative hospital stay, about 65 percent of the
males and about 72 percent of the females
had less than 10 days of convalescence after
surgery.

Of all persons reporting tonsillectomies,
about 11.5 percent (70,000) were working (table 1).
For this group of "usually working" persons, du-
ration of convalescence from tonsillectomy to
return to work full-time averaged 15.3 days.
Convalescence after surgery for those working
was 6 days longer than for those going to school.

There is little difference between convales-
cent time for those reporting a family income of
under $4,000 and for those reporting a family
income of $4,000 or more as indicated in table 1.
Also, average length of hospital stay for tonsil-
lectomy was the same for both income groups.

Average duration of convalescence after ton-
sillectomy shows some degree of variationamong
the four regions of the United States. While there
was little regional difference in average duration
of hospital confinement for this operation, the
average length of posthospital convalescence
ranged from 6.7 days in the North Central Region
to 11.8 days in the Northeast (table 1).



Table 1. Number of hospital discharges for tomsillectomies, number of hospital and convalescent days, and average number of

days per discharge, by demographic characteristics: United States, July 1960-June 1961

[Dntn aro based on houschold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are

given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Total Total Postoperative Posthospital

olguzéxg:f hospital days convalescent days hospital days convalescent days
Gharacteristic ;Eazﬁcensl- Number | Average Number | Average Number | Average Number | Average
sands | o rhou | e ree | ‘mands |Pehavee | ‘sands. |charge | ‘Sands | Peharge

Age
All ages~6+ yeargeemeecoce 611 1,154 1.9 6,243 10.2 765 1.3 5,477 9.0
6-16 yearg-~wememmmmemeoo—c—onon 501 858 1.7 4,661 9.3 553 1.1 4,108 8.2
17-24 years -- 46 133 2.9 564 12.3' 99 2.2 465 10.1
25-44 years 58 139 2.4 883 15.2 95 1.6 788 13.6
45+ years--=--=- ememm—m o ——— * * * % % % * * %

Sex
Male~6+ years-----ec-e-cemcoanao 300 549 1.8 2,835 9.5 357 1.2 2,478 8.3
Female~6t yearg-=-ememwmcn—nan - 311 604 1.9 3,408 11.0 408 1.3 3,000 9.6
Male-6-16 years==wwrmememrmmem———ac 258 434 1.7 2,432 9.4 282 1.1 2,150 8.3
Female-6-16 yearsewsesmemmmmm=n== 243 424 1.7 2,229 9.2 271 1.1 1,957 8.1

Usual activity status
Going to school-6-16 years==e=w=-= 501 858 1.7 4,661 9.3 553 1.1 4,108 8.2
Usually working-17+ yearse-~-=-= 70 208 3.0 1,070 15.3 148 2.1 922 13.2
Keeping house-17+ yearg-===----- * * %* * % %* %* % ®
Other-17+ years--=-sm=-===c-c-ca- * * * * * * * ® *
Family income

Under $4,000-6+ yearsl-emmmcmo-- 118 231 2.0 1,222 10.4 156 1.3 1,066 9.0
$4,0004-6+ yearsle=--- m———————— 477 894 1.9 4,835 10.1 591 1.2 4,244 8.9
Under $4,000-6-16 years®-------- 89 153 1.7 841 9.4 95 1.1 745 8.4
$4,0004-6-16 ye.’irsi2 ------------- 399 681 1.7 3,692 9.2 442 1.1 3,250 8.1

Region

All ages-6+ years
Northeast--cccmomonmmmmmmanaeaan 174 310 1.8 2,257 13.0 197 1.1 2,059 11.8
North Central=----=---- m———meee 174 323 1.9 1,372 7.9 208 1.2 1,164 6.7
Southmermmeeeesccc e cr e cn e 150 319 2,1 1,457 9.7 215 1.4 1,242 8.3
o e e L LD L L et 113 201 1.8 1,156 10.2 145 1.3 1,012 9.0
6-16 years

Northeagtesemarnmranemmenmmmaen—e 152 250 1.6 1,800 11.8 155 1.0 1,645 10.8
North Centrale-ercmcecemececnnn- 142 249 1.8 1,032 7.3 158 1.1 874 6.2
South - 122 235 1.9 1,129 9.3 151 1.2 977 8.0
Westem=mmrnnn m———— 87 124 1.4 700 8.0 88 1.0 61L 7.0

IDoes not include 16,000 persons for whom income was not reported.

2Roos not include 14,000 porsons for whom income was not reported.

NOTFE: Table includes only p who had

d to their usual full-time activity.



Table 2, Number of hospital discharges, number of posthospital convalescent days, and average
number of posthospital convalescent days per discharge for all persons hospitalized for tonsil-
lectomies and for those with less than 3 postoperative hospital days, by sex and age: United
States, July 1960-June 1961

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Total discharges Doctopecative hospital daye
Sex and age Number | FOSEROS™ |ayerage Number | FOSEMOS™ | 4 orage
in thou- | Pital con=1r."dis- | in thou- pital con-| . "qiq-
sands vaéz;gent charge sands vaég;gent charge
Both sexes
All ages-6+ years—==-——me==- 611 5,477 9.0 577 5,039 8.7
6-16 years--------eemmmmmm-=maea= 501 4,108 8.2 487 3,980 8.2
17+ years-==memrmemceescencccocooaa 109 1,369 12.6 91 1,059 11.6
Male
All ages~6+ year§e~m—-====== 300 2,478 8.3 282 2,329 8.3
6~16 years-—c-em-mmccccccenanonn- 258 2,150 8.3 246 2,045 8.3
174+ yearseee-ccccmecnmmancncaa——— 42 327 7.8 36 284 7.9
Female
All ages-~6+ years==-====--= 311 3,000 9.6 296 2,710 9.2
6-16 years--==-m=c-mmmmecscemea-= 243 1,957 8.1 241 1,934 8.0
17+ yearsemm-sm—emmecmemcccccceaann 67 1,042 15.6 55 776 14,1

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.



Table 3, Number and percent distributionof
of age hospitalized for tonsillectomies

days, by sex and interval of convalescence: United States, July 1960-June 1961
[Datn aro based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

total hospital discharges for all children 6-16 years
and for those having less than 3 postoperative hospital

Sex and interval of convalescence

Total
dis-
charges

Discharges
with less
than 3
postopera-
tive hos-
pital days

Total
dis-
charges

Discharges
with less
than 3
postopera-
tive hos-
pital days

Both sexes, 6-16 vyears

10+ days=m--em—mmamecc e c e n e e cn e —c e e e e

Female, 6-16 vyears

Number of discharges
in thousands

Percent distribution

501 487 | _ 100,0 100.0
72 71 4.4 14.6
267 265 53.3 54.4
162 151 32.3 31.0
258 246 |  100.0 100.0
37 35 14.3 14,2
128 126 49.6 51.2
93 85 36.0 34.6
243 261 |  100.0 100.0
35 35 14.4 14.5
139 139 57.2 57.7
69 66 28.4 27.4

Lo pe period from tonsillectomy to resumption of usual full:time activity.

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.



. During the survey year July 1960-June 1961,
an estimated 303,000 persons 6 years of age and
over were discharged from short-stay hospitals
in the United States after having appendectomies
and had returned to their usual full-time activity.
Table 4 presents their length of hospital stay and
average duration of convalescence after surgery
by age, sex, usual activity status, and family
income. For the 303,000 hospital discharges,
length of convalescence from the appendectomy
to resumption of usual full-time activity averaged
about 4 weeks per person.

Convalescent time after appendectomy in-
creased with age. The variation in average du-
ration of convalescence ranged from 21.5 days
among children ages 6-16 to 36.5 days among
adults 25-44 years of age.

Almost 40 percent (120,000) of all persons
with appendectomies were children 6-16 years of
age whose usual activity was considered as going
to school. Among these children, ages 6-16,
average length of hospital stay after the operation
was 5.0 days for females and 5.9 days for males,
Convalescent time during the period after dis-
charge from the hospital to return to school full-
time averaged 13.8 days for femalesand 18.1 days
for males. Similarly, for persons 17 years ofage
and over, females had a shorter period of conva-
lescence from appendectomies.

Among all persons reporting appendectomies,
about 124,000 or 41 percent were working. For
this "usually working'" group, length of conva-
lescence before returning to work full-time
averaged about 5 weeks (35.6 days) per person—
about one week (7.1 days) in the hospital after the
operation and about 4 weeks (28.5 days) after

leaving the hospital. The period of convalescence
after the appendectomy was about 2 weeks longer
for those working than for those going to schoo..

Of the total persons with appendectomies:,
about two-thirds (201,000) reported a postoper-
ative hospital stay of less than 7 days (table 5).
Such cases averaged about 3% fewer days of post~-
‘hospital convalescence than didall the cases com-
bined. The reduction in convalescent time result-
ing from elimination of the more complicated
cases, those with 7 days or more postoperative
hospital stay, was 1.7 days for the school-age
group and 3.1 days for those working.

Table 6 indicates that convalescence after
appendectomy was less than 30 days for about 65
percent of the total discharges and about 74 per-
cent of those with less than 7 days postoperative
hospital stay. Among persons with a short post-
operative hospital stay of less than 7 days, 87.2
percent of those going to school in contrast with
55.2 percent of those working required less than
30 days of convalescence after appendectomy.

In comparing persons from families with an
income of less than $4,000 with those whose family
income was above that figure, the low income group
had a longer convalescence in the hospital after
surgery and also a longer convalescence after
discharge from the hospital (table 4). Among
persons usually working, those in the lower in-
come group of less than $4,000had 1,6 days longer
postoperative hospital stay and about a wee<
(6.7 days) longer posthospital convalescence thaa
those in the higher income group. Frequencies
by income for the usually working groups ar:
small and subject to large sampling errors. Se2
Appendix I for a discussion of sampling errors.



¥

Table 4, Number of hospital discharges for appendectomies,

number of hospital and convalescent days, and average number of
days per discharge, by demographic characteristics: United States, July 1960~June 1961

[L‘am aro based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general quslifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are

given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Total Total Postoperative Posthospital
Number hospital days convalescent days hospital days convalescent days
of dis~
Characteristic charges

in thou- | Number | Average Number | Average Numbexr | Average Number |{ Average

sands in thou- | per dis- || in thou- | per dis- || in thou- | per dis- | in thou- { per dis-

sands charge sands charge sands charge sands charge

Age
All ages-6+ yearg-esemeeee 303 2,031 6.7 8,516 28,1 1,901 6.3 6,615 21.8
6=16 years 120 693 5.8 2,579 21.5 657 5.5 1,921 16.0
17-24 years 56 332 5.9 1,303 23.3 309 5.5 994 17.7
25-44 yoar§---m-cmmmaccunacaeeen 20 660 7.3 3,286 36.5 609 6.8 2,677 29.7
45+ yearS-eemmmmmmemamnancaoacaan * %* * L3 % * %* * *
Sex
Male-6~16 years==—--eececnecmane 62 380 6.1 1,488 24.0 367 5.9 1,121 18.1
Female-6~16 years=rmem=m==—=c=--- 58 313 5.4 1,090 18.8 290 5.0 13.8
Male=l7+ yearse-wwwemammacmecaa=— 99 721 7.3 3,480 35.2 680 6.9 2,800 , 28.
Female=17+ years—=cecwmenamamacan 85 618 7.3 2,457 28.9 564 6.6 1,893 22.3
Usual activity status
Going to school-6-16 years 120 693 5.8 2,579 21.5 657 5.5 1,921 16.0
Usuvally working-17+ year 124 941 7.6 4,411 35.6 878 7.1 3,533 28.5
17-24 years- * * * * % * %* * %
25-44 years--- 66 503 7.6 2,499 37.9 471 7.1 2,028 30.7
45+ years * * * * * * s * £
Keeping house-17+ years---=w-w=-- 38 259 6.8 1,063 28.0 236 6.2 827 21.8
Other~17+ yearg--c----cacaucaucn * * * * * * * * *
Family income

Undex $4,000-6+ yearsglomeoaaaoon 76 603 7.9 2,679 35.3 579 7.6 2,100 27.6
$4,0004-6+ yearsl---w-eocecneans 209 1,320 6.3 5,299 25.4 1,219 5.8 4,080 19.
Under $4,000-usually working2--- 33 285 8.6 1,373 41.6 275 8.3 1,098 33.3
§4,000+~usually working2------—- 82 598 7.3 2,728 33.3 547 6.7 2,181 26.6

Ipaes not include 18,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.

Duws not include 9,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.

NUTE: Tahle includes only persons who had retumned to their usual full-time activity.



Table 5.

Number of hospital discharges,

number of posthospital

convalescent days, and average
number of posthospital convalescent days per discharge for all persons hospitalized for appendec-
tomies and for those with less than 7 postoperative hospital days, by usual activity status and
sex: United States, July 1960~June 1961
[Dnm are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Usual activity status and sex

Total discharges

Discharges with less than 7
postoperative hospital days

mber | pitel con- | Mverage | mber | pica con. | Arerse
sands valg:;gnt charge sands valg:;gnt charge
All ages-6+ years =-------- 303 6,615 21.8 201 3,690 18.4
Male---=~cecmcaccmccacccnccana- 160 3,921 24,5 110 2,369 21.5
Femalee==ccececmcaccuanccananaa 143 2,693 18.8 91 1,322 14.5
Golng to school-6-16 years~- 120 1,921 16.0 86 1,234 14.3
Malemmmmmmmmmmncanoommmmmcmmen 62 1,121 18.1 40 633 15.8
Female--—--msmmmemmommmmacaan 58 800 13.8 46 601 13.1
Usually working-17+ years-- 124 3,533 28.5 76 1,930 25,4
Male-==mmmmmmmemmmmemce - 86 2,541 29.5 60 1,687 28.1
Femalemmememeecrecacmeccccananna— * * * * * *

Uncludes about 60,000 hospital discharges who reported their usual activity as ‘‘keeping house’’ or “‘other.”

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.




Table 6.

Number and percent distribution of total hospital discharges for all persons hospital-

ized for appendectomies and for those having less than 7 postoperative hospital days, by usual
activity status and interval of convalescence:l United States, July 1960-June 1961

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Discharges Discharges
with less with less
Usual activity status and interval ngg% than 7 ngg} than 7

of convalescence postopera- postopera=~

charges tive hos- charges tive hos-

pital days pital days

Number of discharges

in thousands Percent distribution
Total mmemcccacncc e cn e e m e n e m—— e — e 303 201 0,0 100,90
Under 15 days=-===ecemmemeccnmamaenmoccc o nncaan— 90 85 .7 42,3
15-29 dayg-===meccmac=-- ———— —— - 106 64 .0 31.8
30+ dayS-——-cemmmmmescemmm— e e c—cn o e e e o m o 108 53 .6 26.4
Going to school-6-16 years----——e———ea=ccma= 120 86 .0 100.0
Under 15 dayS—=s==-memeeamcc—cccamccccscncnconnnan= 43 39 5.8 45,3
15-29 days=re=mmemeceememecsre e mceaaomm o seacn——e 53 36 4.2 41.9
30+ days-----—mmmmmmemecmmececccccmce oo omscams o 24 12 .0 14,0
Usually working-17+ years=----=ew-sc==ccca-= 124 76 .0 100.0
Under 15 days 22 22 7.7 28.9
15-29 days--- 36 20 9.0 26,3
30+ days===s=emmmmmecemnccneceen o mccmsmcccsesa oo 66 34 3.2 44,7

1The period from appendectomy to resumption of usual full-time activity.

“Includes about 80,000 hospital discharges who reported their usual activity status as *‘keeping house’” or ‘“‘other.”

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usuel full-time activity.



HEMORRHOIDECTOMIES

The number of persons reported in the sur-
vey as having returned to their usual full-time
activity after having hemorrhoidectomies was
236,000 (table 7). Convalescent time for the
236,000 patiente averaged about 4 weeks (28.2
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days) per person—6.0 days in the hospital after
the hemorrhoidectomy and 22.2 days after leaving
the hospital to the resumption of their usual full-
time activity. The average length of hospital stay
before surgery was 1.5 days.

Of the total persons with hemorrhoidec-
tomies, about 95 percent (225,000) were over 25
years of age, about 44 percent (103,000) were
25-44 years of age, and more than half (122,000)
were 45 years of age and over. Average length of
convalescence after surgery was longer for the
older age group 45 years and over than that for
the younger age group 25-44 years, principally
becauge of the longer posthospital convalescence
for males 45 years of age and over. A longer
period of convalescence after surgery was ex~
perienced by males than by females, 5.7 days
longer for males 25-44 years of age and 14.7 days
longer for males 45 years and over.

Among persons with hemorrhoidectomies,
60.2 percent (142,000) were reported as "usually
working," 29.2 percent (69,000) as "keeping
house," and about 10 percent in the category
"other," The length of postoperative convales-
cence averaged 32.4 days per person for those
working and 20.3 days per fnerson for those keeping
house, Those working stayed 1.2 days longer in
the hospital after the operation and also took 10.8
days longer after leaving the hospital to return
to their usual activity status than those keeping
house. For usually working men, although length
of hospital stay after surgery was shorter among
men 45 years of age and over (5.8 days) than
among those 25-44 years (6.8 days), the post-
hospital convalescence was 30.7 days for the older
group as compared with 23.6 days for the younger
group. It should be noted that sampling errors for
small frequencies of hospital discharges are
large.

Table 8 shows the average duration of post-
hospital convalescence for all hospital discharges:
and for those with the arbitrary "normal’ length
of hospital stay of less than 9 days. Of the total
persons with hemorrhoidectomies, about four-
fifths (192,000) had less than 9days postoperative:
hospital stay. Average length of posthospital con-
valescence was about one-half day longer for all
hospital discharges than for those with the
"normal'’ postoperative hosgpital stay. Usually
working men at the older ages 45 years and over
had a longer posthospital convalescence when the:
postoperative hospital stay was less than 9 days:
than when cases involving longer hospital stay
were included. This was not true of the younger
group of usually working men, ages 25-44, nor for
women of 25 years of age and over whose usua.
activity was keeping house.

For usually working men of 25 years of age
and older, intervals of postoperative hospital stay
after hemorrhoidectomy (less than 7 days and 7
days or more) and convalescenttime expressed in
two broad intervals (less than 30days and 30 days:
and over) are shown in table 9. More than half,
about 56 percent, of the usually working men had
less than 30 days of convalescence after surgery.
Of the total 142,000 working men, about two-
thirds (94,000) had a postoperative hospital stay
of less than 7 days, and about one-third (48,000
had a longer postoperative hospital stay. Data ir
the table indicate thata shorter postoperative hos-
pital stay is reflected inanearlier return to work.

Of the total persons 25 -years old and older
reporting - hemorrhoidectomies, about 23 percent
had a family income of less than $4,000, and about
75 percent were in a higher family income group
of $4,000 or more (table 7). Length of convales-
cence after surgery averaged about 5 days less for
the higher income group of $4,000 or more than for
those with lower family income. Persons of the
higher income group were in the hospital 1.2 days.
before surgery, which is on the average about ¢
day less than the time spent in the hospital before
surgery by persons of the lower income group.



Table 7. Number of hospital discharges for hemorrholdectomies, number of hospital and convalescent days, and average number

of days per discharge, by demographic characteristics: United States, July 1960-June 1961

[l)ntu are bared on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are

given in Appendix I. Pefinitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Total Total Postoperative Posthospital
Number hospital days convalescent days hospital days convalescent days
of dis-
Characteristic charges
in thou~ | Number | Average Number |{ Average Number | Average Number | Average
sands in thou- | per dis- |[ in thou- | per dis- [lin thou- |[per dis- | in thou- | per dis-
sands charge sands charge sands charge sands charge
Age
Age
All ages-6+ years~=w-= e— 236 1,761 7.5 6,662 28.2 1,416 6.0 5,246 22.2
6-16 yearsn—---- —————— ————— m——— - - - - - - - - -
17-24 years * * * * % * * * %
25-44 years 103 779 7.6 2,732 26.5 645 6.3 2,088 20.3
45+ years 122 924 7.6 3,729 30.6 730 6.0 2,999 24.6
28X
Male=25+ yeargere~e——=~e 121 975 8.1 4,082 33.7 768 6.3 3,315 27.4
Female=25+ yeargee—veacnnna= ~——— 104 727 7.0 2,379 22.9 606 5.8 1,772 17.0
Male=25-44 yeargemece—eeceen m——— 56 445 7.9 1,620 28.9 370 6.6 1,250 22.3
Femalu=25-44 yeargenmm-we==x ———— 48 334 7.0 1,113 23.2 274 5.7 838 17.5
Male=45+ yoarg=re=emeaananaa - 66 530 8.0 2,462 37.3 398 6.0 2,065 31.3
Female-45+ yearse-eeceeaswana m—— 56 393 7.0 1,266 22.6 332 5.9 934 16.7
Ugual. actlvity status-
25+ years
Ugually workingre===ee--—ecees ~——- 142 1,128 7.9 4,599 32.4 920 6.5 3,679 25.9
Keeplng house 69 440 6.4 1,404 20.3 365 5.3 1,039 15.1
Other * % B %* * % % * *
Usually working males—=--=ae--=- 108 841 7.8 3,624 33.6 678 6.3 2,946 27.3
25-44 years 52 427 8.2 1,579 30.4 353 6.8 1,226 23.6
451 years 56 414 7.4 2,045 36.5 325 5.8 1,720 30.7
Family income 25+ years?
Undex $4,000 52 454 8.7 1,692 32.5 332 6.4 1,360 26.2
54,000+ 168 1,207 7.2 4,658 27.7 1,014 6.0 3,644 21.7

Taes not ineludu 6,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.

NOYTE: Table fncludes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.



Table 8, Number of hospital discharges, number of posthospital convalescent days, and averag:
number of posthospital convalescent days per discharge for all persons hospitalized for hemor~
rhoidectomies and for those with less than 9 postoperative hospital days, by age and usual activ-
ity status: United States, July 1960-June 1961

[Datu are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and informati»n

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

R Discharges with less than 9
Total discharges postoperative hospital days
Age and usual activity status
Number ?gs%hos-_ Average Numbexr ?os{hos- Average
in thou- E;lZscggg per dis- || in thou- 5§§Zsc§§?- per dis-
sands days charge sands days charge
All ages-6+ years1 --------- 236 5,246 22,2 192 4,187 21.3
Usually working-25+ years 142 3,679 25.9 113 2,973 26,3
Male-25+ years-=--cecemcccmeaaac 108 2,946 27.3 86 2,383 27.7
25-44 yearse~mm—mmemmemmn—aa— 52 1,226 23.6 38 806 21,2
45+ years-e-mmmmmmcmnme—ae—n 56 1,720 30.7 47 1,577 33.5
Female-25+ years~==e-sooc—cao—- * * * * * k
Keeping house-25+ years-- 69 1,039 15.1 57 717 12.5

Unecludes 24,000 discharges whose usual activity status was classified as ‘‘other.”

NOTE: Table includes only nersons who hed returned to their usual full-time activity.

Table 9, Number and percent distribution of total hospital discharges for hemorrhoidectomics
for persons who are usually working, by interval of convalescencel according to intervalof post-
operative hospital days: United States. July 1960-June 1961

[See headnote on table 8]

Interval of post- Interval of post-

operative operative
Total hospital days hospital days
Interval of convalescence dis- Total
charges Less Less
than 7+ days than 7+ days
7 days 7 days
Number of discharges
in thousands Percent distribution
Usually working-25+ years~======== 1421 94 48 100.0 100,0 100,)
Under 30 days==--=r=-eeccrmcmcncnnnnaao-— 79 54 25 55.6 57.4 52.1
30+ dayse~wememmcecccencnncncncannenraan- 63 40 23 44,4 42,6 47.9

1The period from hemorrhoidectomy to resumption of ususl full-time activity.

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.



HERNIA OPERATIONS

During the survey year, anestimated 312,000
persons in the interview sample reported having
hernia operations (table 10). Convalescent time,
from the operation to resumption of usual full-
time activity, averaged about 6 weeks per per-
son—about one week in the hospital after the
operation and about 5 weeks after leaving the
hospital, Preoperative hospital stay for the
312,000 patients averaged 1.6 days.

Of all persons with hernia operations, 73,000
(23.4 percent) were persons 25-44 years of age
and 169,000 (54.2 percent) were persons 45 years
of age and over. These data are consistent with
other findings, as shown ina report of the National
Health Survey, in which prevalence rates for her-
nia increase for successively older age groups. 1

An inspection of Table 10 reveals that in-
creasing age may have some effect on length of
hospital stay and on average duration of conva-
lescence, However, for males, length of convales-
cence after surgery for a hernia operation
averaged 3.8 days longer per person among the
younger age group of 17-44 years than among the
older group of 45 years of age and over. Males
45 years of age and over had a longer postoper-
ative hospital stay but a shorter period of conva-
lescence after leaving the hospital than did younger
males 17-44 years of age.

Of the total persons 17 years of age and older
who had hernia operations, 77.5 percent(210,000)
were males and 22.5 percent (61,000) were fe-
males. On the average, convalescent time after
surgery was 5.4 days longer for females—48.0
days for females and 42.6 days for males. Both
postoperative hospital stay and posthospital con-
valescence were longer for females than for
males. These sex differences in duration of con-
valescence may result from differences in the
types of hernias for which operations are per-
formed on males and females.

1U.S. National Health Survey, "HerniasReported in Inter-
views.”, Health Statistics. Series B-25. Public Health Serv-
ice Publication No. 584-B25. Public Health Service. Washing-
ton, D.C., December 1960.

More than half (175,000) of all persons with
hernia operations reported their usual activity
as working. About 42,000, or 14 percent, were
going to school and the usual activity status of
61,000, or 20 percent, was classified as "other,"
a category which included those retired, and those
who were unable to work, go to school, or keep
house and would therefore not be classifiedinany
other activity group provided on the questionnaire.

Of all usually working persons who reported
hernia operations, about 90 percent (157,000)

‘were men. Convalescent time for these "usually

working'' men averaged 46.7 days per person—
6.4 hospital days after the operationand40.2days
after leaving the hospital. Those among the older
ages 45 and over stayed 1.2 days longer in the
hospital after surgery but took 3.2 days shorter
convalescent time after leaving the hospital than
did those among the younger ages 17-44 years.
More sedentary jobs among the older than the
younger group might account for the earlier re-
turn to work of the older group if there is a cor-
relation between the stress of a man's occupation
and the time which he takes to return to work
after surgery.

Of the total 157,000 usually working men,
about 90 percent (141,000) reported a postoper-
ative hospital stay of less than 11days (table 11).
Within the group having less than 11 days post-
operative hospital stay, again working men of the
older ages 45 years and over had a shorter post-
hospital convalescence than younger working men
17-44 years of age.

Data in table 12, which are for males whose
usual activity status is working, relate intervals
of hospital days after a hernia operation and in-
tervals of convalescent days from surgery tothe
resumption of their usual activity. Nearly three-
fourths, or 73.9 percent, of the usually working
men required less than 60 days of convalescence.
About 57 percent (89,000) had less than 7 days of
postoperative hospital stay and about 43 percent
(68,000) had a longer postoperative hospital stay,
7 days or more. Those with the longer postoper-
ative hospital stay had a longer period of conva-
lescence. For men with the shorter postoperative
stay of less than 7 days, 82 percent had less than
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60 days convalescence in contrast with about 63
percent for those with the longer postoperative
hospital stay.

Of all men 17 years of age and older who had
hernia operations, about 40 percent (83,000) were
in the lower income group, with a total family in-
come of less than $4,000, and about 54 percent
(115,000) had a family income of $4,000 or more
(table 10). Men of the lower income group had a
longer convalescent period after surgery than
those of the higher income group. Among men who

20

reported their usual activity as usually work-
ing, convalescent time averaged about 2 weeks
longer for the lower income group, less than
$4,000—~1.3 days longer postoperative hospital
stay and 12.9 days longer convalescence after
leaving the hospital—than for the higher income
group. Usually working men of the lower income
group were in the hospital 2 days before surgery,
which is on the average a day longer than the
preoperative hospital period experienced by those
in the higher income group.



Table 10. Number of hospital discharges for hernia operations, number of hospital and convalescent days, and average mumber

of days per discharge, by demographlc characteristics: United States, July 1960-June 1961

[Dnux aro bascd on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionsl population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates ure
given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix IT

Total Total Postoperative Posthospital
Nurgber hospital days convalescent days hospital days convalescent days
of dis-
Characteristic charges
in thou-| Number | Average Number | Average Number | Average Number | Average
sands in thou-~ | pexr dis- | in thou- | per dis- in thou- | per dis- | in thou- | per dis-
sands charge sands charge sands chaxrge sands charge
sge
All ages-6+ years—-=—w----- 312 2,629 8.4 13,059 41,9 2,112 6.8 10,947 35.1
6-16 years 42 186 4.4 1,180 28.1 143 3.4 1,038 24,7
17-24 years % * % * * * * * *
25-44 years 73 568 7.8 3,116 42.7 456 6.2 2,659 36.4
45+ years - 169 1,661 9.8 7,413 43.9 1,337 7.9 6,076 36.0
Sex
174 years
Male~l7+ years=e=smemeccammo—anen 210 1,761 8.4 8,949 42.6 1,451 6.9 7,497 35.7
17-44 yearge----= memm———am———— 73 521 7.1 3,291 45.1 430 5.9 2,861 39.2
45+ years 137 1,240 . 5,657 41.3 1,021 7.5 4,636 33.8
Female=17+ years-s-me-cemmaccue= 61 682 11.2 2,930 48.0 518 .5 2,412 39.5
Usual activity status
Going to school-6-16 years 42 186 4.4 1,180 28.1 143 3.4 1,038 24,7
Usually working-17+ years~------ 175 1,459 8.3 8,235 47. 1 1,161 6.6 7,073 40.4
Keeping house~l7+ years—-------- * * * * * * * *
Othex-17+ years-=-=~--cmomcuanon 61 596 9.8 1,966 32. 2 489 8.0 1,477 24.2
Usually working maleg==~-=-- m———— 157 1,231 7.8 7,325 46.7 1,011 6.4 6,314 40.2
17-44 yearge~---- B et 60 412 6.9 2,877 48.0 345 5.7 2,532 42,2
45+ years 97 819 8.4. 4,448 45.9 666 6.9 3,782 39.0
Family income
Under $4,000-males 17+ yearsl--- 83 780 9.4 3,680 44.3 622 .5 3,058 36.
$4, 000+-males 17+ yeargle-—reea- 115 880 7.7 4,603 40.0 748 6.5 3,856 33.5
Undexr §4 000~-usually working
males® 43 402 9.3 2,423 56.3 316 7.3 2,107 49.0
103 736 7.1 4,333 42.1 620 6.0 3,714 36.1

$4,000+~usually working males®--

Inaes not inolude 13,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.

2poes not include 11,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.

NOTFE: Tabloe includes only p who had

d to their usual full-time activity.
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Table 11, Number of hospital discharges, number of posthospital convalescent days, and average
number of posthospital convalescent days per discharge for all persons hospitalized for hernia
operations and for those with less than 11 postoperative hospital days, by age and usual activity
status: United States, July 1960-June 1961

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, end information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix If

. Discharges with less than 11
Total discharges postoperative hospital days
Age and usual activity status _ _
Number Eg:ihggn_ Average Number ig:ihgin_ Average
in thou- 5alescent per dis- || in thou- salescent per dis-
sands days charge sands days charge
All ages-6+ years-----==--- 312 10,947 35,1 271 9,408 34,7
Going to school-6-16 years=---- 42 1,038 24,7 40 1,018 25.5
Usually working-17+ years~=w=-- 175 7,073 40.4 155 6,167 39.8
Keeping house-17+ years-------- * * * * * *
Other-17+ years---=-ccocmmcaua- 61 1,477 24,2 48 1,117 23.3
Usually working males-17+
JeArS=mmmmmm e ee o an 157 6,314 40,2 141 5,725 40,6
17-44 years-~=<e-cocccamam e 60 2,532 42,2 57 2,483 43,6
45+ years--eeccccmmcma s 97 3,782 39.0 84 3,241 38.6

NQOTF: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.

Table 12, Number and percent distribution of total hospital discharges for hernia operations for
males who are usually working, by interval of convalescencel according to interval of postoper-
ative hospital days: United States, July 1960-June 1961

v[-qee headnote on tablq 11]

Interval of post-
operative hos-

Interval of post-
operative hos-

Total pital days pital days
Interval of convalescence dis~ Total
charges Less Less
than 7 | 7+ days than 7 |7+ days
days days

Number of discharges

in thousands Percent distribution

Usually working males--=cwecucccca- 157 89 68 100,0 100,0 100,0
Under 30 days~=====ccemcococmaacaancnaan 49 33 16 31,2 37.1 23.5
30-59 days—====m=mcme e 67 40 27 42,7 44,9 39.7
60+ days=mrmom e e e 41 16 25 26,1 18.0 36.8

1the period from the hernia operation to resumption of usual full-time activity.

NOTF: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usuel full-time activity.
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HYSTERECTOMIES

During the survey year July 1960-June 1961,
a total of 231,000 women in the interview sample
who reported having hysterectomies were dis-
charged from short-stay hospitals in the United
States (table 13), It should be noted that statistics
in this table are limited to women who had re-
turned to their usual full-time activity after having
only a hysterectomy operation. For the 231,000
patients, duration of convalescence after hyster-
ectomy averaged'52 days per person.

An estimated 62.8 percent (145,000) of all
women who reported hysterectomies were 25-44
years of age and 33.8 percent (78,000) were 45
years of age and over. Both age andthe usual ac-
tivity of the person had some effect on the du-
ration of convalescence after hysterectomy. Data
by age in table 13 suggestthat the older age group
45 years and over had a longer convalescence per
person after the operation than the younger age
group 25-44 years., On the other hand, among
those women who reported their usual activity
as keeping house, average convalescent time
after surgery was about one week shorter for the
older age group than for the younger age group,
because of a shorter convalescent period after
leaving the hospital for the older group.

Almost two-thirds (146,000) of all women ages
25 years or older with hysterectomies reported
their usual activity as keeping house and 32.2
percent (72,000) reported their usual activity
as usually working (table 13). Average duration
of convalescence after surgery was more than
2 weeks longer for those working than for
those keeping house~-2.4 days longer in the hospi-
tal after the operation and 12.8 days longer after
leaving the hospital.

The number of hospital discharges for women
who experienced an arbitrary '"normal" length of
postoperative hospital stay, less than 11 days after
surgery; the total number of hospital discharges;
and the comparative number of days of posthospital
convalescence for each group is shown in table 14,
Women of the older ages of 45 years and over had
a shorter posthospital convalescence when the

length of hospital stay after surgery was less than
11 days than when cases involving longer hospital
stay were included, This appears to be true also
of working women, butitisnottrue for the younger
age group nor for those whose usual activity was
keeping house, Postoperative hospital stay was
less than 11 days for about 56 percent (40,000) of
those working in contrast with about 80 percent
(117,000) of those keeping house. For working
women, the reduction in posthospital convales-
cence resulting from the elimination of more com-
plicated cases, those with 11 days or more post-
operative hospital stay, was 7.7 days. As men-
tioned earlier, posthospital convalescence for
working women was 12.8 days longer than for those
keeping house. However, within the group of women
who had a postoperative hospital stay of lessthan
11 days, posthospital convalescence was only 4.2
days longer for those working than for those
keeping house.

The distribution of the total number of patients
with hysterectomies and of those withless than 11
days postoperative hospital stay by intervals of
convalescence after surgery is shown in table 15,
Two-thirds of all patients and about two-thirds
(65.2 percent) of those with less than 11 post-
operative hospital days had less than 60 days of
convalescence after surgery. The data show that
the majority of women who had hysterectomies
reported their usual activity as keeping house.
For women keeping house, about 75 percentof the
total and about 72 percent of those with less than
11 days of postoperative hospital stay had less than
60 days of convalescence.

After a hysterectomy, longer surgical conva-
lescence appears to be associated with higher
income, Average length of convalescence after
surgery was 4 days longer for those reporting a
family income of $4,000 or more than for those
reporting a family income of less than $4,000
(table 13). Also, length of hospital stay for the
higher income group averaged one day more than
the length of stay for the lower income group.
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Table 13. Number of hospital discharges for hysterectomies, number of hospital and convalescent days
days per discharge, by demographic characteristics: United States, July 1960-June 186

ind average number of

[Dnca are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimatex are

givenr in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Total Total Postoperative Posthospital
Nugber hospital days convalescent days hospital days convalescent days
of dis-
Characteristic charges
in thou- | Number | Average Number | Average Number | Average Number | Average
sands in thou- | per dis-.{| in thou~ | per dis- | in thou- | per dis~ | in thou=- | per dis-
sands charge sands charge sands charge sands charge
Age
All ages-17+ years-—=—=—w-=-— 231 2,367 10.2 12,015 52.0 2,039 8.8 9,976 43.2
17-24 years * * % * * * * * *
25-44 years 145 1,492 10.3 7,162 49.4 1,286 8.9 5,876 40.5
45+ years 78 804 10.3 4,313 55.3 691 8.9 3,622 46.4
Usual activity status
25+ years
Usually workingee--====e-ecaa-a- 72 853 11.8 4,435 61.6 760 10.6 3,674 51.0
Keeping hou 146 1,419 9.7 6,776 46.4 1,194 8.2 5,582 38.2
25-44 years 92 9 9.8 4,520 49,1 758 8.2 3,762 40.9
45+ years 53 516 9.7 2,257 42.6 436 8.2 1,820 34.3
Other: * * * * * * *
Family income-25+ yearsl
Under $4,000 - 59 562 9.5 2,804 47.5 488 8.3 2,316 39.3
$4,000+ 157 1,648 10.5 8,082 51.5 1,431 9.1 6,652 42,

Ipoes not include 8,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.

NGTE: Table includes only p who had
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d to their usual full-time activity.



Table 14, Number of hospital discharges, number of posthospital convalescent days, and average
number of posthospital convalescent days per discharge for all women hospitalized for hysterecto-
mies, and for those with less than 11 postoperative hospital days, by age and usual activity
status: United States, July 1960-June 1961

[Dnta are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

. Discharges with less than 11
Total discharges postoperative hospital days
Age and usual activity status

Numbex gg:fhozg_ Average Number Pgsfhos-- Average

in thou- galescgnt per dis- || in thou- E;IZsc:gg per dis-

sands days charge sands days charge
All ages-17+ yearsle--ce-ao 231 9,976 43,2 170 7.024 41,3
17-24 yearg~=~--- . * * * * * *
25-44 yearse==-- T L L 145 5,876 40,5 104 4,301 41.4
45t years=em—m=aeow EECTEEE L - 78 3,622 46.4 57 2,245 39.4
Usually working, ages 25+- 72 3,674 51.0 40 1,731 43.3
Keeping house, ages 25+--- 146 5,582 38.2 117 4,573 39.1

Yneludes 8,000 discharges, ages 17-24, whose usual activity status was “keeping house” and 5,000 discharges, ages 25+ whose usual activity status
was closgified as “‘other.”

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.

Table 15. Number and pexcent distributionof total hospital discharges for all women hospitalized
for hysterectomies and fr those having less than 11 postoperative hospital days, by usual activ-
ity status and interval of convalescencel: United States, July 1960-June 1961

[See headnote on table 14]

Discharges Discharges
with less with less
Usual activity status and interval Total than 11 | T9fal } “ehan11
of convalescence postoper- postoper-
charges ative hos- charges ative hos-

pital days pital days

Number of dis-
charges in thousands { Percent distribution

Total all ages-17+ yearsZ---mmmuecccmmoaaao . 231 170 100.0 100.0
Under 30 day§-=====m=mmemomcmemmommcmaoammmmman 55 47 23.8 27.6
30-59 daysemmmmmmmm e e 99 64 42.9 37.6
60+ days==-m===- e e 77 58 33.3 34.1

Keeping house-25+ years====-memececmccccacunaan 146 117 100.0 100.0
Under 30 dayse===mmmemecomec e ccc e mce e ccc e - - 45 37 30.8 31.6
30-59 days-=m==m=mmccmmaaaaaa e e LR LR 65 47 44.5 40.2
60+ days==mmmmmmmmmm— e e e emcecem ;e —————————— 36 33 24.7 28.2

I7he period from hysterectomy to resumption of usual full-time activity.

Jncludes about 8,000 discharges aged 17-24 years who reported theirusual activity status as ‘‘keeping house’’; about 72,000 discharges aged
25 yoars and over who reported their usual activity status as ‘‘usually working’’; and about 5,000 discharges aged 25 years and over whose usual
nctivity status was classified as ‘‘other.”’

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity. 25



DELIVERIES OTHER THAN CESAREAN

In the health interview program of the National
Health Survey Division, the mothers of newborn
infants are considered as surgically treated. The
statistics in this section are limited tocompleted
hospitalizations (hospital discharges) for patients
who had only a delivery other than Cesareanper-
formed during their hospital stay, and who had
returned to their usual activity full-time.

The number of women who had deliveries
other than Cesarean in short-stay hospitals during
the survey year July 1960-June 1961 was 3,247,000
(table 16). This figure for deliveries is less than
the 4,114,000 hospital births reported by the
National Vital Statistics Division for the calendar
year 1960. In addition to excluding women who were
not yet able to return to full-time activity and
Cesarean births in this report, several other
factors may account for the difference. A major
consideration is the fact that only deliveries oc-
curring in establishments defined as short-stay
hospitals (see Appendix II for definition) werein-
cluded in the National Health Survey Divisiondata,
while reports of the National Vital Statistics
Division considered all births that occurred in
any establishment that provided inpatient care
as a hospital birth. A second consideration is
that the figure produced by the National Vital
Statistics Division is a count of all births occur-
ring in hospitals whereas the National Health
Survey Division estimate is based on the number
of women who are hospitalized for delivery, with
the result that multiple births are recorded as a
single delivery, Also, the National Health Survey
Division data cover only the hospital experience
of persons living in the household at the time of
interview, thus the number of women who died
during or subsequent to delivery regardless of
cause of death are not includedin the estimate for
delivery cases.

For the 3,247,000 deliveries reported in the
survey year, the length of hospital stay averaged
4.2 days per person, and convalescent time
averaged 15.4 days per person (table 16). The
average of 4.2 days of hospital stay is consistent
with the findings of the National Health Survey
Division data for the period 1958-60 as presented
in Hospital Discharges from the U.S. National
Health Survey, Series B, Number 32.
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Of the total number of deliveries other than
Cesarean, about 44 percent (1,427,000) were
women 17-24 years of age, and about 55 percent
(1,779,000) were 25-44 years of age. Womenaged
25-44 had a slightly longer hospital stay, but their
average posthospital convalescence of 11.3 days
was one-half day shorter than for younger women
aged 17-24,

The majority of the women with deliveries,
about 88 percent (2,862,000), reported their usual
activity as keeping house, Only about 10 percent
(315,000) reported their usual activity as working;
it is possible that some of the women who reported
working during most of the previous 12 months
actually considered their return to full-time ac~-
tivity in relation to housekeeping duties because
they did not return to employment outside the

~ home after the birth of the child.

Length of convalescence after delivery
averaged 17.3 days for those who were working
and 15.1 days for those who were keeping house
for most of the 12 months prior to the interview.
Women who were working had a slightly shorter
postdelivery stay in the hospital but 2.4 days longer
posthospital convalescence than those who were
keeping house.

About 87 percent(2,819,000) of all women with
deliveries other than Cesarean had less than 6
days of postdelivery stay in the hospital (table 17).
Within the group with hospital stay of less than 6
days after delivery, posthospital convalescence
was again shorter for those keeping house than
for those who reported their usual activity as
working. Working women 25-44 years of age had
2.8 days shorter convalescence when the post-
delivery hospital stay was less than 6 days than
those aged 17-24. For women keeping house, how-
ever, there was little difference in the length ot
posthospital convalescence between the two age
groups.

Table 18 presents the relationship between
intervals of convalescent time, from delivery tc
resumption of usual full-time activity, and in-
tervals of hospital days after delivery for all
women hospitalized for deliveries other thar
Cesarean by age. Of these women about 18 percen
reported the interval of hospital stay after delivery
as 1 to 2 days, about 76 percentreported betweer




3 and 6 days, and about 6 percentreported 7 days
or more. More than half (58.8 percent) of all
women with deliveries required less than 15days
of convalescent time after delivery, and this pat-
tern was quite similar for both the 17-24 and the
25-44 year age groups. Women with lengthy hospi-
tal stay after delivery had longer periods of con-
valescence. Convalescent time after delivery was
less than 15 days for about 65 percent of those with
a postdelivery hospital stay of 1 to 2 days, about
59 percent of those with a postdelivery hospital
stay of 3 to 6 days, and about 32 percent of those
with a postdelivery hospital stay of 7 days or
more, The relationship between length of post-
operative hospital stay and length of convales-
cence is influenced by many factors, discussion
of which is beyond the scope of this report. Among
the factors are age, parity order, complications

of delivery, and medical practices in which phy-
sicians who advise longer hospital stay may also
advise a longer total recuperation time.

There was no difference in total convalescent
time for those reporting a family income under
$4.000 and those reporting a family income of
$4,000 and over. The figures in table 16 indicate
one-half day longer hospital confinement butone-
half day shorter posthospital convalescence for
women in the higher income group.

Both hospital confinement and convalescent
time after delivery show some degree of variation
among the four regions of the United States. Aver-
age length of hospital stay rangedfrom 3.5 days in
the West to 5.0 days in the Northeast. Posthospital
convalescent time averaged about 3.5 days longer
in the South than in the other three regions.
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Table 16. Number of hospital discharges for deliveries other than Cesarean, number of hospital and convalescent days, and
average number of days per discharge, by demographic characteristics:United States, July 1960-June 1961
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are
given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II]

Total Total Hospital days Posthospital
O}éurdngif hospital days convalescent days after delivery convalescent days
Characteristic charges
oot | e \bgge | Joaper | verage | Mmber | Average | Nomber | Average
sands charge sands charge sands charge sands charge
Age

All ages-6+ years-=-====-= 3,247 13,731 4.2 49,958 15.4 12,747 3.9 37,211 11.5
Under 17 years-—--=--=----eccoman 32 130 4.1 431 13.5 121 3.8 310 9.7
17-24 years 1,427 5,869 4.1 22,165 15.5 5,397 3.8 16,768 11.8
25-44 years---—-mmemcmmccncecce.. 1,779 7,701 4.3 27,260 15.3 7,201 4.0 20,059 11.3
45+ year§--mmmmmmmmmma—ceam———— * * * * * * * * *

Usual activity status

17-44 years
Usually workingereceesonanmwannaw 315 1,256 4.0 5,445 17.3 1,161 3.7 4,284 13.6
17-24 years .- 161 653 4.1 2,878 17.9 598 * 3.7 2,280 14.2
25-44 years 155 604 3.9 2,567 16.6 563 3.6 2,004 12.9
Keeping house---~-rrrecccmmeena- 2,862 12,185 4.3 43,357 i5.1 11,316 4.0 32,041 11.2
17-24 years - 1,245 5,115 4.1 18,772 15.1 4,702 3.8 14,070 11.3
25-44 years 1,617 7,071 4.4 24,585 15.2 6,613 4.1 17,972 11.1
Other * ¥ * * * * * * *
Family income
Under $4,000,17-24 yearsl~wee-a- 601 2,402 4.0 9,344 15.5 2,199 3.7 7,145 11.9
$4,000+,17-24 yearslemwemcawaa - 752 3,178 4.2 11,640 15.5 2,936 3.9 8,704 11.6
Under $4,000,25-44 years2-m-m-wu- 436 1,653 3.8 6,608 15.2 1,499 3.4 5,110 11.7
$4,000+,25-44 yearsZame~smmaveas 1,271 5,726 4.5 19,304 15.2 5,425 4.3 13,879 10.9
Region~17-44 years

Northeast - 825 4,086 5.0 12,491 15.1 3,80% 4.6 8,687 10.5
North Centralrr-mmesecmceenmennnn. 971 4,350 4.5 14,270 4.7 4,063 4.2 10,207 10.5
South - 858 3,220 3.8 15,014 17.5 2,981 3.5 12,033 14.0
West -- 553 1,914 3.5 7,650 13.8 1,750 3.2 5,900 10.7

1poes not include 75,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.
2Does not include 72,000 discharges for whom income was not reported.

NOTE: Table includes oply persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.
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Table 17. Number of hospital discharges, number of posthospital convalescent days, and average
number of posthospital convalescent days per discharge for all women hospitalized for deliveries
other than Cesarean and for those with less than 6 hospital days after delivery, by age and usu-
al activity status: United States, July 1960-.Tune 1961

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information
on the reliahility of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II

Total discharges hospical days after detivery

Age and usual actilvity status Number Posthos- Average Number ?osthos—— average

in thou- 5:52; C:l?llt-:l- per dis- | in thou- 5211::1' cgglg per dis-

sands days charge sands days charge

All ages=-6+ yearsle--ce-mau-- 3,247 37,211 11.5 2,819 31,306 11.1

Under 17 years-=--====-m-----=-- * * * * * *

17-24 yearge=sw=mmmmmmccmamnncnna 1,427 16,768 11.8 1,281 14,743 11.5

25~4f yearsSm=memmeemmme——ccnn———— 1,779 20,059 11.3 1,504 16,253 10.8

45+ yearsmmmmmcmmccmeecc e —————— * * * * * *
Usually working-17-44

YEAr §rmmmmmmmm e e —————— 315 4,284 13.6 277 3,564 12.9

17-24 years-====mcemce—ccacecen—. 161 2,280 14.2 145 2,064 14.2

25~44 yearsm~=mmmceamammm - 155 2,004 12.9 132 1,500 11.4

Keeping house-17-44 years- 2,862 32,041 11.2 2,482 26,939 10.9

17-24 yearsm=rmmrwcemccnmcmman——— 1,245 14,070 11.3 1,118 12,270 11.0

25=44 yearSmmmmemmnaanacmonaanan 1,617 17,972 11.1 1,364 14,670 10.8

Ineludes 29,000 discharges, ages 17-44, whose usual activity status was classified as ‘‘other.”

NOTE: Table includes only persons who had returned to their usual full-time activity.
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Table 18, Number and percent distribution of total hospital discharges for deliveries other than
Cesarean, by age and interval of convalescence’ according to interval of hospital days after de=-
livery: United States, July 1960-June 1961 )

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information

on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix H]

Interval of hospital Interval of hospital
Age and interval of Tg;zz days after delivery Tg;z% days after delivery
convalescence charges charges
1-2 3-6 7+ 1-2 3-6 7+
All ages-6+ years?® Numbi: zﬁog§Z§ggrges Percent distribution
Totale=memmtmmmmc e c——cmee 3,247 578 | 2,477 193 | 100,0 100,0 | 100,0 ] 100
Under 10 days~--==meecmccencnan-" 1,130 336 767 28 34.8 58.1 31.0} 14.5
10-14 days=-======-=cecccecemmaaa 779 42 704 34 24.0 7.3 28.4 1 17.6
15-19 dayse=w=-vwmmmemmcnancaean. 646 110 508 27 19.9 19.0 20.5) 14.0
20-29 days-e=emmmecmcccnennna——— 353 38 252 62 10.9 6.6 10.2| 32.1
30+ days—===-=---m-mmeccmcma—aa— 339 53 246 41 10.4 9.2 9.9 21.2
Ages-17-24
Total-=-==c=-cwmccemcaeaae 1,427 269 | 1,100 591 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100,0
Under 10 days=cm=secmacecmenoon—". 498 153 338 7 34.9 56.9 30.7 | 11.9
10-14 days=-==-=-c=mmmcnccmm—n——— 348 23 312 12 24,4 8.6 28.4 ¢ 20.3
15-19 days----m=m-=momeca—c—ana- 284 49 229 6 19.9 18.2 20.8| 10.2
20-29 days-m-emcscmcccannaancnan 152 23 111 18 10.7 8.6 10.1] 30.5
30+ dayse=-=-cmccncccen e e ————— 146 20 109 16 10.2 7.4 9.9 27.1
Ages-25-44
Total-mem=memnmccccnccacna 1,779 298 | 1,352 129 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Under 10 days-—----=swos—emnaocax 606 173 412 21 34,1 58.1 30.5( 16.3
10-14 days=~ewmm-emcmmmcmoma e 429 18 389 22 24,1 6.0 28,8 17.1
15-19 days -—- -— 360 61 277 22 20,2 20,5 20,5 17.1
20-29 days~=~mmmeecmccecemc————— 195 15 140 40 11.0 5.0 10.4] 31.0
30+ days-==-=m-=mceccemrcncnana—n— 190 31 134 24 10.7 10.4 2.9] 18,6

1The period from delivery to resumption of usual full-time activity.

ZIncludes 32,000 discharges aged 6-16 and 8,000 discharges aged 45 years and over.
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APPENDIX 1

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Buckgroun'd of This Report

This report, Length of Convalescence After Sur-
gery, is one of a series of statistical reports prepared
by the U, S, National Health Survey.Itis based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide sample of
households in the Health Interview Sutvey, a major
aspect of the program,

The Health Interview Survey utilizeés a question-
naire which, in addition to personal and demographic
characteristics, obtains information on illnesses, in-
juries, chronic conditions and impairments, and other
health topics. As data relating to each of these various
broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate re-
ports are issued which cover one or more of the spe-
cific topics. The present report is based on the con-
solidated sample for 52 weeks of interviewing ending
June 1961,

The population covered by the sample for the Health
Interview Survey is the civilian, noninstitutional popu-
lation of the United States living at thetime of the inter-
view, The sample does not include members of the
Armed Forces, U. S. nationals living in foreign coun-
tries, or crews of vessels.

Statistical Design of the
Healih Interview Survey

General plan,—The sampling planof the survey fol-
lows a multistage probability design which permits a
continuous sampling of the civilian population of the
United States. The first stage of this design consists of
drawing a sample of 500 from the 1,500 geographically
defined primary sampling units (PSU's) into which the
United States has been divided, A PSU is a county, a
group of contiguous counties, or a standard metropoli-
tan statistical area.

With no loss in general understanding, theremain-
ing stages can be telescoped and treated inthis discus-
sion as an ultimate stage, Within PSU's, then, ultimate
stage units called segments are defined, also geograph-
ically, in such a manner that each segment contains an
expected six households in the sample, Each week a
random sample of about 120 segments is drawn. In the
approximately 700 households in those segments, house-
hold members are interviewed concerning factors re-
lated to health,

Since the household members interviewed each
week are a representative sample of the population,
samples for successive weeks can be combined into
larger samples, Thus the design permits both continu-
ous measurement of characteristics of high incidence
or prevalence in the population, and through the larger
consolidated samples, more detailed analysis of less
common characteristics and smaller categories. The
continuous collection has administrative and operational
advantages as well as technical assets sinceitpermits
field work to be handled with an experiericed, stable

- staff,

Sample size and geographic detail,—The national
sample plan over the 2-year period ending June 1961
included about 125,000 persons from 38,000 households,
The over-all sample was designed insuch a fashion that
tabulations can be provided for each of the major geo-
graphic regions and for urban and rural sectors of the
United States.

Collection of data.—The field operations for the
household survey are performed by the Bureau of the
Census under specifications established by the Public
Health Service. In accordance with these specifications
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam-
ple, conducts the field interviewing, acting as the col-
lecting agent for the Public Health Service; and edits
and codes the questionnaires. Tabulations are prepared
by the Public Health Service using the Bureau of the
Census electronic computers.

Estimating methods,—Each statistic produced by
the survey—for example, the number of posthospital
convalescent days—is the result of two stages of ratio
estimation. In the first of these, the factor is the ratio
of the 1950 decennial population count to the 1950 esti-
mated population in the U. S. National Health Survey's
first-stage sample of PSU's. These factors are applied
for some 50 color-residence classes.

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for
current population in about 60 age-sex-color classes
are computed and serve as second-stage factors for
ratio estimating,

~ The effect of the ratio estimating process is to
make the sample more closely representative of the
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re-
ducing sampling variance.
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As noted, each week's sample represents the popu-
lation living during that week andcharacteristics of that
population. Conrolidation of samples over a time period,
say a calendar quarter, produces estimates of average
characteristics of the U, S. population for thatcalendar
quarter, Similarly, population data for a year areaver-
ages of the four quarterly figures,

For certain other types of statistics—namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a speci-
fied time period—such as number of discharges from
hospitals or number of hospital days—a similar com-
putational procedure is used, but the statistics have a
different interpretation. For several of theseitems, the
questionnaire asks for therespondent's experienceover
the year prior to the week of the interview, Thus con-
solidation of, say, samples in 52 successive weekspro-
vides an estimate of one year's experience for all per-
sons in the population; the specific year differs chiono-
logically among persons in samples in the different
weeks, the experience for each such person being that
in the 52 weeks prior to his week of interview,

General Qualifications

Nonresponse,—Data were adjusted for nonresponse
by a procedure which imputes to persons ina household
which was not interviewed the characteristics of per-
sons in households in the same segment which were in-
terviewed, The total noninterview rate was 5 percent;
1 percent was refusal, and the remainder was primarily
due to the failure tofind any eligiblehousehold respond-
ent after repeated trials,

The interview process.—The statistics presented
in this report are based on replies secured in inter-
views of persons in the sampled households. Each per~
son 17 years of age and over, available at the time of
interview, was interviewed individually, Proxy respond-
ents within the household were employed for children
and for adults not available at the time of the interview,
provided the respondent was closely related to the per-
son about whom information was being obtained.

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic
and other information collected inhousehold interviews.
For diagnostic information, the household respondent
can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only the infor-
mation the physician has given to the family. For con-
ditions not medically attended, diagnostic information
is often no more than a description of symptoms, How-
ever, other facts, such as the number of disability days
caused by the condition, can be obtainedmore accurate-
ly from household members than from any other source
since only the persons concerned are in a position to
report this information.

Rounding of numbers,—The original tabulations on
which the data in this report are based show all esti-
mates to the nearest whole unit. All consolidations were
made from the original tabulations using the estimates
to the nearest unit, In the final publishedtables the fig-
ures are rounded to the nearestthousand, although these
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are not necessarily accurate to thatdetail, Devised sta-
tistics, such as rates and percent distributions, are
computed after the estimates on which these are based
have been rounded to the nearest thousand.

Reliability of Estimates

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they
will differ somewhat from the figures that would have
been obtained if a complete census had been taken using
the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per-
sonnel and procedures. As in any survey, the results
are also subject to measurement error,

The standard error is primarily a measure of
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might
occur by chance because only a sample of the population
is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the standard
error also reflects part of the variation which arises
in the measurement process. It does not include esti-
mates of any biases which might lie in the data, The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from
the sample would differ from a complete census by less
than the standard error. The chances are about 95 out
of 100 that the difference woild be less than twice the
standard error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2% times as large.

The relative standard error of an estimate is ob-
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate by
the estimate itself, and is expressed as apercentage of
the estimate, Included in this Appendix are charts from
which the relative standard errors can be determined
for estimates shown in the report. In order to derive
relative errors which would be applicable to a wide va-
riety of health statistics and which could be prepared at
a moderate cost, a number of approximations were re~
quired, As a result, the charts provide an estimate of
the approximate relative standard error rather thanthe
precise error for any specific aggregate or percentage.

Three classes of statistics for the health survey
are identified for purposes of estimating variances.

Narrow range.—This classconsists of (1) statistics
which estimate a population attribute, e.g., the number
of persons in a particular income group, and(2) statis-
tics for which the measure for a single individual for
the period of referenceisusually either O6r 1, on occa-
sion may take on the value 2, and very rarely, 3.

Medium range.~This class consists of other sta-
tistics for which the measure for a single individual for
the period of reference will rarely lieoutsidethe range
0 to 5. :

Wide range.—This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual for the period
of reference frequently will range from O to a number
in excess of 5, e.g., the number of hospital days experi-
enced during the year,

In addition to classifying variables according to
whether they are narrow-, medium-, or wide-range,
statistics in the survey are further defined as:



Type A.—Statistics on prevalence, and incidence

data for which the period of reference in
the questionnaire is 12 months,

Type B.—Incidence-type statistics for which the

period of reference in the questionnaire
is two weeks,

Only Type A narrow-range (hospital discharges)
and wide-range (hospital and convalescent days) statis-
tics are presented in this report,

General rules for determining relative sampling

errors.—The '"guide' on page 34 together with the fol-
lowing rules will enable the reader to determine ap-
proximate relative standard errors from the charts for
estimates presented in this report.

Rule 1,

Rule 2.

Rule 3.

Estimates of aggregates: Approximaterel-

ative standard errors of estimates of ag-
gregates, such as the number of hospital
discharges or thenumber ofhospitaldays,
are obtained from appropriate curves on
page 35.

Estimates of percentages inapercent dis-

tribution: Relative standard errorsofper-

centages in a percentdistributionof a total
are obtained from appropriate curves on
pages.36 and 37. For values which do not
fall on one of the curves presented in the
chart, visual interpolation will provide a
satisfactory approximation.

Estimates of rates wherethenumerator is

a subclass of the denominator; (Not re-

Rule 4,

quired for statistics presented in this
report.)
Estimates of rates wherethenumerator is

not a subclass of the denominator: This

rule applies where a unit of thenumerator
often occurs more than once for any one
unit in the denominator. For example, in
computing the number of hospitaldaysper
discharge per year, severalofthedaysin-
cluded in"the numerator could be assigned
to a discharge (one unit) in the denomina-
tor. Approximate relative standard errors
for rates of this kind may be computed as
follows:

(a) Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population, or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex
groups of the total population, the rel-
ative error of the rateis equivalentto
the relative error of the numerator
which can be obtained directly from
the appropriate chart.

(b) In other cases, obtain the relative
standard error of the numerator and
of the denominator from the appropri-
ate curve, Square each of these rela-
tive errors, add the resulting values,
and extract the square root of the
sum, This procedure will result inan
upper bound, and often will overstate
the exrror.
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Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts

The code shown below identifies the appropriate
curve to be used in estimating the relative standard
error of the statistic described. The four components
of each code describe the statistic as follows: (1)

A = aggregate, P = percentage; (2) the number of cal-
endar quarters of data collection; (3) the type of the
statistic as described on page 33; and (4) the range of
the statistic as described on page 32.

Statistic Use:
Rule Code on page
Number of:
Hospital discharges====r-mwmecocanacacemnean 1 ALAN 35
Hospital days, posthospital convalescent
days, or comvalescent days from operation
to resumption of usual full-time activity-- 1 ALAW 35
Percentage distribution of:
Hospital discharges~===e-vemccmacmacccncncnax 2 P4AN-M 36
Hospital days, posthospital convalescent
days, or convalescent days from operation
to resumption of usual full-time activity-- 2 P4LAW 37
Number of hospital days per hospital sy |fNomer.: adaw 35
Denom.: A4AN 35
Number of posthospital convalescent days
or number of convalescent days from opera- 4(b) Numer.: A4AW
tion to resumption of usual full-time ac- Denom.: A4AN 35
tivity per hospital discharge-~-=--==cwwauaao 35
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Relative standard errors for aggregates based on four quarters of data colleetion
for data of all types and ranges
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Size of estimate (in thousands)

Rxample of use of chart: An aggregate.of 2,000,000 (on scale at bottom of chart) for a
Narrow range Type A statistic (code: A4AN) has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent,
(read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 72,000 (3.6 percent of
2,000,000). For a Wide range Type B statistic (code: A4BW), an aggregate of 6,000,000 has
a relative error of 16.0 pexcent or a standard error of 960,000 (16 pexcent of 6,000,000).
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Belative standard error (%)

Relative standard errors for percentages based on four quarters of data collection
for type A data, Narrow and Medium range

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)

IR RS E H
] Based H
f—1 ] T dliga
20 :}~~: i - o = &=
A 341 HN. B
HH ™
. Forbdd e
N T ! g { i
- » - N [ |
10PN e TS - h RHIN H
98
iy 44+
8 o <
7 ™ + ™
i
6 P - - - S SEIIEE =
"n.. _:**‘\ [ R TN 1 H AR F
5 % 1 N T = S
N E=aE s ? HH == NEE] H
o EEEEENRRHY NI SEdzss it T il g Engals
i " we ST HH
"HE H ] } F-HTH
% 41 TTRG = e Eseisnanisaees e I ERNRRILE
S S 5 e hmi e H
HH 30 L HEH N = [ H[r H Bree] 4 e
2 S B H— N g
- - H X Code: P4AN-M -1
i, 5 Type A data mmmi il e
R H Narrow and medium
1 LTINS N range variables [
.9 . - A t n
o8 ENN H
o7 [ i ! A' i 1
6 113 - HHEH H
) 5t =
3
o4 : Al [ 1]
.3 L it r
.2 ¥
1 i |
® Y 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9‘
1 10 100

Estimated percentage

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on
an estimate of 10,000,000 bas a relative standard error of 3.2 percent (read from ‘the
scale at the left side of the chart),the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000
intersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points is
equal to 20 percent X 3.2 percent or 0.64 percentage points,
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Relative standard error (%)

Relative standard errors for percentages based on four quarters of data collection for type
A data, Wide range

(Base of percentage shown in curves in millions)
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Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on
an estimate of 10,000,000 hasa relative standard error of 4.0 percent (read firom the scale
at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 in-
tersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error is percentage points is equal
to 20 percent X 4.0 percent or 0.80 percentage points.
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APPENDIX 1l

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Hospitalization
and Surgical Convalescence |

Hospital discharge.—A hospital discharge is the
completion of any continuous period of stay of one or
more nights in a hospital, as an inpatient, except the
period of stay of a well, newborn infant, A hospital dis-
charge is recorded whenever a present member of the
household is reported to have been discharged from a
hospital in the 12-month period prior to the interview
week, .

Hospital.~—For this survey a hospital is defined gs
any institution meeting one of the following criteria:
(1) named in the listing of hospitals in the 1957-1959
Guide Issues of Hospitals, the Journal of the American
Hospital Association; (2) named in the listing of hos-
pitals in the 1957-1960 Directories of the American
Osteopathic Hospital Association; or (3) named in the
annual inventory of hospitals and related facilities sub-
mitted by the States tothe Division of Hospital and Med-
ical Facilities of the U, S. Public HealthService in con-
junction with the Hill-Burton program,

Type of hospital service.—Type of hospital serv-
ice is a classification of hospitals according to the pre-
dominant type of cases for whichthey provide care. The
category to which an individual hospital is assigned and
the definition of these categories follows the usage of
the American Hospital Association.

Short-stay hospital.—A short-stay hospital is one
for which the type of service is: general; maternity;
eye, ear, nose, and throat; children's; osteopathic hos-
pital; or hospital department of institution.

Surgical operation.—A surgical operation includes
any cutting or piercing of the skin or other tissue,
stitching of cuts or wounds, and setting of fractures and
dislocations. Deliveries are counted as operations, In-
jections and transfusions, however, are notincluded, nor
are routine circumcisions,

Only operations performed in hospitals upon in-
patients are included.

Opersations are classified by type according to a
condensed version of ""Classification Codes for Surgical
Operations and Procedures," published by the Bureau
of Medical Services, Public Health Service, Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare, September 1954.
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Hospital day.—A hospital day is a day in which a
person is confined to a hospital. The day is counted as
a hospital day only if the patient stays overnight, Thus
a patient who enters the hospital on Monday afternoon
and leaves Wednesday noon is considered to have had
two hospital days.

Estimates of the total number of hospital days are
derived by summing the days for all hospital discharges,
(See definition of '"Hospital discharge.')

Length of hospital stay.—The length of hospital stay
is the duration in days, exclusive of the day of dis~
charge, of a hospital discharge. (See definition of "Hos-~
pital discharge.")

Average length of hospital stay.—The average
lepgth of stay per discharged patient is computed by
dividing the total number of hospital days for a speci-
fied group by the total number of discharges for the
same group.

Length of postoperative hospital stay.~—~The length
of postoperative hospital stay is the duration in days
from the date of the operation, including the day of the
operation, to the date of discharge from the hospital,
exclusive of the day of discharge, of a hospital dis-
charge. (See definition of '"Hospital discharge.")

Average length of postoperative hospital stay,—The
average length of postoperative hospital stay per dis-
charged patient is computed by dividing the total num-
ber of postoperative hospital days for a specified group
by the total number of hospital discharges for the same
group.

Average length of preoperative hospital stay,.—The
average length of preoperative hospital stay is com-
puted by subtracting the average length of postoperative
hospital stay from the average length of hospital stay.

Posthospital convalescence.—Posthospital conva-
lescence is the duration of convalescent days of a hos-
pital discharge from the date the patient was discharged
from the hospital, including the day of discharge from
the hospital, to the date of return tousual full-time ac-
tivity. The number of convalescent days is recorded for
each completed hospitalization for all household mem-
bers if an operation was performed, if a fracture or
dislocation was set, or if the hospital stay included &
delivery. (In this report the statistics arelimited to six
selected operations for patients, 6 years old and over,




who had only one operation during the hospital stay and
who had returned to usual full-time actiyity.)

Estimates of the total number of posthospital con-
valescent days are derived by summing the daysfor all
hospital discharges. (See definition of '"Hospital dis-
charge.")

Average duration of posthospital convalescence.—
The average duration of posthospital convalescence per
discharged patient is computed by dividing the total
number of posthospital convalescent days for a speci-
fled group by the total number of hospital discharges
for the same group.

Convalescenceafter surgery.—Convalescence after
surgery is the duration of convalescent days of a hos-
pital discharge from the date of the patient’s operation,
including the day of the operation, to the date the pa-
tient returned to his usual full-time activity. Totalcon-
valescent days for a hospital discharge can also be de-
rived by summing his postoperative hospital days and
his posthospital convalescent days. The total number of
convalescent days is recorded for each completed hos-
pitalization for all household members if an operation
was performed, if a fracture or dislocation was set, or
if the hospital stay included a delivery. (In this report
the statistics are limited to six selected operations for
hospital discharges, 6 years old and.older, who had
only one operation during the hospital stay and who had
returned to their usual full-time activity.)

Estimates of the total number of convalescentdays
are derived by summing the total convalescent days for
all hospital discharges. (See definition of "Hospital dis-
charge'.)

Average duration of convalescence after surgery.—
The average duration of convalescence per discharged
patient is computed by dividing the total number of con-
valescent days from date of operation (including the day
of the operation) to date of return tousual full-time ac-
tivity for a specified group by the total number of hos-
pital discharges for the same group. Average duration

_of convalescence per discharged patient for a group

' can also be derived by summing the average length of
postoperative hospital stay and the average duration of
posthospital convalescence of the group.

Demographic, Social, and Economic Terms

Age.—The age recorded for each person is hisage
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and
combined into groups suitable for the purpose of the
table. (For this report, persons under 6 years of age
are excluded.)

Income of family or of unrelated individuals.—Each
member of a family is classified according to the total
income of the family of which he is a member. Within
the household all persons related to each other by
blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. Un-
related individuals are classified according to their own
income, )

The income recorded is the total of all income re-
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated in-
dividual) in the 12-month period ending withthe week of
interview. Income from all sources is included, e.g.,
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, help
from relatives, and so forth.

Usual activity status.—All persons 6 years old or
over are classified according to their usual activity
status during the 12-month period prior to the week of
dinterview. The "usual'' activity status, in case more
than one is reported, is the one at which the person-
spent the most time during the 12-month period.

The categories of usual activity status are: usually
working, usually going to school and preschool, usuaily
keeping house, retired, and other. (For this report the
category ''retired" is combined with the category
"other,"and preschool children are excluded.)For sev-
eral reasons these categories are not comparable with
somewhat similarly named categories in official Fed-
eral labor force statistics. First, the responses con-
cerning usual activity status are accepted without de-
tailed questioning, since the objective of the questionis
not to estimate the numbers of persons in labor force
categories but to identify crudely certain population
groups which may have differing health problems. Sec-
ond, the figures represent the usual activity status over
the period of an entire year, whereas official labor
force statistics relate to a much shorter period, usu-
ally one week. Finally, in the definitions of the specific
categories which follow, certain marginal groups are
classified in a different manner to simplify the pro-
cedures.

1. Usually working.—A term applied to anindivid-
ual, 17 years of age or older, who was gainfully
employed as a paid employee, a self-employed
person, or as a worker in a family business for
more than half of the 12 months prior to the in-
terview. A person who does only volunteer or
unpaid work-—such as work in his own home or
work for the church or community—is not con-
sidered gainfully employed.

2. Usually going to school and preschool.—This
group is defined by age. All persons under 17
years of age fall into this category. (For this
report persons under 6 years of age are ex-
cluded and the category "'usually going to school”
is defined as the age group 6-16 years.)

3, Usually keeping house includes any aetivity de-
scribed as "keeping house' which cannot be
classified as "working" or "going to school.”

4. Retired includes persons 45 years old or over
who consider themselves to be retired. In case
of doubt, a person 45 years old or over is
counted as retired if he, or she, has either vol-
untarily or involuntarily stopped working, is not
looking for work, and is not describedas 'keep-
ing house.” A retired person may or maymnot be
unable to work. (For this report the category
"retired" is combined with the category “'other".)
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5. Other includes persons 17 years of age or over
not classed in any of the other categories., Ex-
amples of inclusions are: a person who states
that he spent most of the past 12 months looking
for work or going to school, a person doing vol-
unteer work only, a person under 45 years of
age who describes himself as "retired" or "tak-
ing it easy,” a person under 45 years of age who
is described as "unable to work," or a person
45 years of age or over who describes himself
as ''unable to work" and is not 'retired."

Resumed usual full-time activity after surgery.—

A term applied to a person whohashad a surgical oper-
ation, or delivery, and who has resumed doing the things
he usually does to approximately the same degree as
before the operation. For example, a worker who has
returned to his job without physical restriction, a
housewife who has taken up her domestic activities in
the same way as before the operation, a child going to
school on an unrestricted basis, etc.

Location of Residence Terms

Region.—For the purpose of classifying the popu-
lation by geographic area, the States are grouped into

four major regions. These regions, which correspond
to those used by the Bureau of the Census, are as
follows:

Region States Included
Northeast-m-=mmecu= Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,

Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania
North Central------ Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa,
Missouri, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas
South--=cecrmcmamax Delaware, Maryland, District of
Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Texas,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma
Westemmmmme e Montana, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah, Nevada, Alaska, Washington,
Oregon, California, Hawaii
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APPENDIX IiI
QUESTIONNAIRE

The items below show the exact content and wording of the basic questionnaire used in the nationwide household survey of the
U. S. National Health Survey. The actual questionnaire is designed for 2 household as a unit and includes additional spaces for re-
ports on more than one person, condition, accident or hospitalization. Such repetitive spaces are omitted in this illustration.

CONFIDENTIAL - The National Health Sutvey is authorized by Public Law 632 of the B4th Congress (70 Stat 489; 42 U.S.C. 305). All information which
would permit identification of the individual will be held sweictly confidential, will be used only by persons engaged in and for the pur-
poses of the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to others for any other purposes (22 FR 1687).

('4?.'?.‘0!'"“ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 1. Questionnaize
BURRAU OF THE CENSUS
ACTING A3 COLLECTING AGENT FON THE
U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE -
of
NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY
. Questionnaires
2, («) Address oc description of location 3. Iden. |3a. Reg. [4. Sub- |5, Sample |6. PSU 7. Segment No. 18, SarialNo]
Code office| sample Namber
Code | weight
{b) Mailing address if not shown in (a)
(c) Type of | [_]Housingunic | (d) Name of Special Dwelling Place T Code 9. Is this house on o farm or ronch?...oeenveenecrennsa. [ Yes CINe
living | Ok ¥
quarcers | [ ] Other

] B R 10 v e e i i R I
Ask items 10 2ad 11 only, if “rural” box is checked: Do you own or rent thix place:

O Rueal ] All other CJown [CJ Reat [ Reat free
1L If *Own’ or *"rent free’” in question 10, ask: [ Yes

[ONe
(o) Does this place have 10 or mors ocres? {c) During the past 12 months did sclesx {d) During the past 12 menths did scles;

- . of crops, livestock, ond other farm of crops, livestock, ond other farm
It “reat” ix question 10, ask: products from the place amount to products from the place amount to

{b) Deesx the place you rent have 10 or more acres? $50 or more? $250 or more?

] Yes [JNe

07 S T+

y ofl iving quasters, accupind or
vucant, in this building (upmm.n')?....................vr_"] Yez [dNe INSTRUCTIONS FOR Q. 12, 13 AND 14

If "*Yes," to questions 12, 13 or 14 apply definition of a housing unit to detetmine
13. Deis oayons else fiving In this building use YOUR whether oae oc more additional questiconaires should be filled and whether the
ENTRANCE 1o get to his living quacters?................[] Yes CNe listing is to be cocrected.

Ask at all units except apartment houscs: 15, What is the telephone number here? | 16. In cose I've averlooked anything,

whot 13 the best time 10 call?
14. Is there any other bullding on this property for pacple

to live in - aither occupied or vacant?...cociviinnnneee . [JYes {INo [ No phose
17. RECORD OF CALLS AT HOUSEHOLDS
Item 1 Com. 2 Com. 3 Com. 4 Com, 5 Com,
Entice houscbold £ (SRR N S LR IR ST ITTETTEY BN SETPROPPPRTOH R RGRREELE
Time
Callbacks for " | Date
individual ‘| Col. No.. ---- B B S LCnnr NN EETPPERPENTEES [ RS ceeen
respondeats Time
18, REASON FOR NON-INTERVIEW
TYPE i A B [ Z
I Refusal (Fitt item 19) [C1 Vacaat - non-seasonal [ Demolished Interview not obtained foe:
{INo oac at home- [ Vacant - seasonal O fo sample by mistake
repeaced calls Rl Hom . - 7
Reasoa: T Iy be 20 I Usual d lsewh {]E! d in sub- pl Cols.
o ols.
] Temporarily absent ] Armed Forces [ Other (Spectty) becauser
| (Spectin) [ Other (specitn)

19. Reasoa for refyssl

%5, TYPE A FOLLOW-UP PROCEDURE

If fins! call results in a Type A i iew (except Refusals) take the following steps:
1. Coatact neighbors (cazetakers, etc.) until you find someone who knows the family,

2. Find out the number of people in the housebold, their names and sppeaximate ages; if names of all members not knowa, i lations hi) Record this inf i
in the regulac spaces inside the questioanaire,

3. Fiad out if anyooe in the housing unit is now in a hospital ax a patient; if so, which persoa it is. This is doge by asking the following question:

4. s enyene in the hevsehold now in the hoxpital? [ JYes [ONe [ Doa’t know [ No coatact made
{a) I **Yes,”--Whe? (Enter name), (Col. No.)
1. {«) What is the name of the heod of thix household? (Enter name in first columa) Last name (1) | Last name )
{b) What are the nomes of oll other parsons who live hers? (List all persons who usually live here,
and ali persoas staying hete who bave no ususl place of residence elsewere. List these
persons in the peescribed order.)
(c) Do any (other) lodgers or roomers live here? [CNo [ Yes (List) crmmmmmanye]
(d) Is there anyone eise who lives here whe is now
temporurily in a hospital? CNo 3 Yes (List) ——memanert
{s) Away on busineas? Do 1 Yes (Liex) > Ficrst name and initisl First name and initial -
{f) On avisit? ONo [ Yes (List) emm—3=]
{g) 15 there anyone else staying here now? CINo [3Yes (List) —mepn]
{h) Do ony of the paople in this kx hold hava @ home elsewhers?
[CINo (leave o questionnaire) ] Yes (apply household membership rules; i€ not =
member, delete)
2. Haw ore you related to the head of the household? (Enter relationship to head, for I lationshi] Relasionship
head, wife, d d her-in-law, pattaer, lodger, lodger’s wife, etc.) Head




Age [ Under

3. How old were you on your last birthday? Lyess
[CJwhite [C] Negeo

4. Roce (Check one box for each person) [ tbes

5. Sex (Check one box for cach person) CMale [J Female

If 17 years old ot over, ask:

6. Are you now mortled, widowed,«divorced, separcted o never married?
(Check one box for cach person)

"] Under 17 years
I Masticd [ Divocced
] Widowed ] Scpasated

I Never married

If 17 yenrs old oc over, ask:

] Under 17 years

{Read Card B, condition by conditica; record any conditions
mentioned in the column for the person)

7. {a) What is the highest grade you cttended in school? Elem: 12 3 45678
{Ciscle highest grade attended of check “None') High: 123 4
College: 1 2 3 4 5+
[INone
{b) DId you finish the.-grade (yeor)?
[ Yes CNe
1f Male and 17 yenrs old or over, ask: CJFem.ocund. 17 yxs
8, (¢} Did you sver serve In the Armed Forces of the United Stotes? ] Yes [CINe
If “Yes," ask:
{b) Are you now in the Armed Forces, not counting the reserves?
(1f **Yes,'? delete this person from i ire) > | (3 Yes [P0
{c) Wos any of your sarvice during o war or was It peace.time only? O vwa 1 Peace-
time caly]
If “*War," ask:
{d) During which war did you serve? Ovwwn ] Kocean
If “"Peace-time'’ only, ask: [ Ocher
{#)} Wos ony of your service batwaen June 27, 1950 ond Jonuory 31, 19552 3 Yes CINe
1£ 17 years old oc over, asks' [Usder17yenss
9. (0) What wers you dolng most of the past 12 months-- [ Working
(For males): working, or doing something else? [IKcepiag house
(For females): working, keeping house, or doing something else? ] Something else
1f “Something else’ checked, and petson is 45 yeess old or over, ask:
(b) Are you retired? Cves CINe
If *'Working,” in q. 9(a), ask: [ under 17yemss
10, (u) Wers you working last week or the week before?
1£ “*Keeping house’ or “‘Something else’ in q. Kn), ask: 3 Yes [CINe
(b) Did you wark o a [ob or business ot any time last week or the week befora?
1 **No,”* in q. 10{a) oc 10(b}, ask:
{c} Even though you did not wark lost wesk or the wesk bsfore, do you have a fob or business? CJYes CNo
NOTE: Determine which adults are at home and record this iaf i inning with ion 11 you [CJUnder 17 yoaes
are to interview for himself oc herself, each adult person who is at home. ] At home DE“ at
OIS
1L Were you sick ot any tlme LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE? (That is, the 2-week period [3 Yes CINo
which ended last Sunday)?
{a) What was the matter?
{b) Anything else?
12, Last week or th k befare did taki dici tractment Y N
condition (besides.»» which you told me gboot)? [Yes Dme
{a) For what conditions?
{b} Anything else?
13, Last week or the week before did you have any sccidents or Injuries? [ Yes [ONe
(o} What ware they?
(b) Anything elze?
14, Did you w-; have an {eny other) cccident or Injury thot was =tHll bothering you last week or the [ Yes CINe
wael
{0) In what way did it bother you?
{b) Anything else?
15. AT THE PRESENT TIME do you have eny dilments or condltions that have lasted for o [ Yes {No
tong time? (If “*No®) Even though they don't bother you all the time?
{a) Whot are they?
{b) Anything else?
16. Has anyene in the family - you, your=-, etc. « had any of these conditions DURING [ Yes ONeo
THE PAST 12 MONTHS?
d (Read Card A, condition by condition; record any conditions
mentioned in the column for the person)
17. Does anyone In the family have any of thase conditions? [ Yes ) [ONe

Fot persoas 17 years old or over, show who responded for{or was present during the askiog of)
R questions*11-17, If person responded for self, show whether eatirely or pactly. For persons
under 17 abow who responded toc them,

[C] Responded for self-entirely
[CJResponded for self-partly

Col. No. ‘was respondent

18, (@) Hos anyon In the famlly been in o hospital DURING THE PAST 12 MONTHS ?
T “Yes "

{b) How many differant times were you In the hospital ovemight or longer?

O Yes OONe

No. of times

{b) Was this hospitalization included in the number you just gave me?

19 {a) During the past 12 months has anyone In the family besn a patient in o nursing home or [ Yes {COJNo
sanitarium’
If “Yes,” .
(b) How mony times ware you In a nursing home or sonitarium? No. of times
20. If baby under one yenr listed as & houschold member, ask: {_J Hospital [] Home]
{e) Was...boby born in a hospltal or ot home? T
1f “hospltal” in q. 20(a) and 1 or mote in q. 18(b), ask: ] Yes CINe
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Table | - ILLNESSES, IMPAIRMENTS AND [NJURIES

Did you | Ask for all i Whot was the couse  [If eye What kind of...is is? What part of the body is [LAST WEEK {How |How many |If 6-16
EVER d of [of... trouble cffected? OR THE mony |of these  |years old
ot any |01d injudies: ofany - |Ask only for: Ask only for: WEEK BE. [dovs ask:
time (x)} If doctor calked ro: kind and [ Any enwry in Col (@-1) | ; L FORE did includ you
(This columa is to be [6 years |or {d-z) that includ Ing in bed all [y o
talk to | What did the doctor | asked if encry in Col. |old oc the wotds: and for: 1o-Cause youlshe  |or most of | 40% Y
adoctor| 30y [t was?-..did he [(d.1) is an over, Ab boil to cut down ISayur. |the day?  [997%
give it o medical ask: Asthma  “condition’’| AbScesses, boils, on yourusual | Jave verkaep
cbout name? Impaiement c iafections, m[l;!m— cetivities for |gnd you from
g “*? | (b) It dostor aor ralked o Con you G: mh “disease” | 4 B Taine, sheences, SZ,'-',“'"' bl 0 T ok
el § to: Record oziginal Sympt see well owths weakness days or the wask|
g 2 entey and xsk ® Symptom enough | Tumor *“trouble” | Bleeding or blood clots bafore?
il o g (4-2{-(?!-5) as or 1o :!rlwd " N Cancer, hmmm', cysts oc
Lo © teguired, £ in Col.(d-1) ordinoty | For an allesgy oc stroke owths
8 s| 8 If enaay in Col news- ask: Neuralgia or neuritis
z 2 _‘.% is from q. 14 oc q.17) Pﬂlp.r - vf,.,, & Check one
£13] ¢ Ask for allinjuties  |(1¢ Cauge? jsan  [PEREwih gL 000, g, Show detail for:
3| S8 & dusing past 2 weeks: [, UL £i11 Table | olosses? | oo 8 OY.""? d Eoror eye - (one of both) No |Yes
What port of the body {A) Head - (Skall, scalp, face)
was hurt? What kin: Back - (] , middle, lower) | (Go —_—
of injury was 11? Arm - (Shoulder, upper, |40
Anything else? zlb?!w, lwtr,wa;s)t, Col.
(Also, fill Table A _ hand; one o bot ()
for all injurics) Leg (l‘:,‘,‘;’,:u:gii’e}‘?::{)
one or both)
@) |} {d-1) (d-2) (d-3) (d-4) d-5) [O] [¢3] (g} () [¢)]
L X Yes * D1 Yes = x Days{____ Days
= ot o
CINe [CINe Days [JNecae [{]None
Table [1 - HOSPITALIZATION DURING PAST 12 MONTHS
To Interviewer What did they zay ot the hospitol the condition was«-| Wers any np;m!loru plr’;m;d on
v |Col. |Ques- |When did |How many| How Will you |Howmany| Was this did they give It @ medical name? y:;:;;urlng this stay ot the hos-
g |No. [tion [youenter [nights [ a8y of Jaccdco | of these PefEon | (IE “they” dida'c say, ask): T esr
5 |of No. |thehos. |warsyou | i |ask cols.|--nights |5ELC | oy did the last doctor you talked ta say It was? (6) What was the nome of the
per- pital? in the were in [ (f) aad | were last| pipa] on 1 as i
8 |son hospital? | the (@7  |weekor |lust (Show same detail as in cols. (d-1)~(d-5) of T.I) operation
A {Month, past 12 the week | Sunday {If condition from accideat or injury, also fill (b) Any other operations?
year) months? before? |might? Table A)
@ | ® <) [C)] (e) €3] 1] ) (b) @
Moz Dof‘n COYes | ___.. | [JYes [l Yes CiNe
1 Nights
Y | Nights Nighes CINe [ None [INe X
Mot |1 DO:AH [ Yes [ Yes [ves [wo
2 . Nights | Nights
Yro . 2] T [Ne [ Nege {No
Moz Do‘:u [J Yes Cyes [ Yes CNe
3 o “Nights |
Yr: Nights BT CINe ] Nose| [Neo
X-RAY QUESTIONS
21. (a) We are interested in all kinds of X-roys - Did you have your testh X-rayed during the past [1Yes CINo T Yes2 CINe
X "3 muwht--(fhm 1s, from--through last Sunday)?
(b) How many Himes? No. of times No. of times
22, Durlng tha past 3 months did you have a CHEST X-ray? [ Yes-Chea [ONo | [T Yes-Chest OONe
23, (g) Did you have any (other) kind of X-ray at all during the past 3 menths? []Yes INe [ Yes [[INe
If “Yes,” Pari(s) of body: Pazt(s) of body:
(b) What part of the body wos X-rayed?

Table X- FILL O

NE LINE FOR EA

CH PART OF BODY ENTRY FROM QUESTIONS 22.25

. How many ¥here dld)(ou What was this X-ray(s) for-- a  |If “'both*’ in col. | If *'both’’ or “‘treatment’ in col. (f) ask:
8 | o different have the X-ray(s)? chack-up or an exeminction or  [(f) ask:
als | = times did you .
81 g have your... How man; X-l:nyl for traatment? How many of
21=8| = Part of body ?:rﬂ' od dt;r'- ;’l";'l,?:ﬂ:,(.:" these... X-ray(x)| For what condition wera you being trented?
8|3 i s 3 gwmhl:g office, otc.)? were for treat.
=[O [=4 ment?
[ORED)] (c} @ [ (03] [(3] ()]
Hospital [ Check-up/: ?
1 Dr. office [ Treatment
Other [} Botk
Hospital [ Check-up/ i
2 Dr. office [ Teeatment
Other ) Both
Hospital. [J Check-up/examination
3 Dr. office {1 Treatment
Other .. { []Both
26, During the post 12 months in which group did the total income of your family foll, that is, your's, Group No. Group No.

your--'s, etc.? (Show Cxrd H)} Include income from ell sources, such s wages, salocies, rents
from property, penslons, help from relatives, stc.




Teble | - ILLNESSES, IMPAIRMENTS AND INJURIES

1£ 17 years | Did you first notics... To Did you first How long {Do you |About If 1o Ask after completing last condition, If *'1,»
old ot over | (did it happen) DURING |Inter {notice... since you nllr toke |how more days| for each person: o 20
= THE PAST 3 MONTHS or | viewer: | DURING THE  |iast talked |any mony  |in col. : o 37
“Yes", in bef hat tima? viewer: FpAST 12 to a doctor {medicine |doys (g-1) and in col.
q. 10{n}, ofore that time MONTHS or about...? jor uring  [col. (e) |Plecse [E *1," |1f "yes” (r) ask:
xogbg Y before that treatment | the post |is check- |look @t |*2" or | in col. If “1' or *'2% in !
10(c), ask: time? that the | 12 ed, ask: |this coed |*3% in | (s): col. (5r) ask:
Check one | DId. .. start  |CON- (If less. doctor months, ' ond read [col. {():f : "
How mony during the TINUE thag one  |prescrib- |hos... |How many| @och Which?
doys did_ |Before [Dur- | post 2 waeke | if col. moath, od for..? k-it YU {of these ' | state- Is this
e kasp 3 |ing | or before thar [ (k) is, enter “'Und. in be days ment. becausel
you from {ooa 13 | 1ot check~ 1" for for olf or {are Then tell | of any How ¥ 17 Pleass
work last . i ed, or Mo.)  |On, follow]most of lduring | me which|of the [ (Enter | long yeass old [lock at
mos. | (If during past | ¢he any the day? state- condi- [ X cn heve youl oc over, this
week or 2 % L) . Y? |last N ’
the weak weeks, ask):| condi- odvice week or | ment fits [ tions e been ask: card ond} _g
befare? tion is he the week | you best,| you for each] ...? read g
(@0 | [ Which week, [ $n Cacd gave? b in terms | pve | condi- Were ecch 3
to las %o [Actis fhealth tald me | tion {Insert | you state- |
Col. an im- ofhealth.| cbout? | aamed) | the working |mest. | &
) glelnrt (Show wfargs at @ Job 'T.lhmm. -
3 ds C- of the or
other g,"-: ¢ state- | business [which
wise, appro- ment up to that |state-
sToP priate) select- | time? ment
od fits you
Shor
oW
G) (&) [{)] {m) an) 5 (.n) (O] ) Q-1 {q-2) ) (a) () ()] )] {5\ o
Days [C] Last week [} 12“:-:;: ;:( Mos. | ] Yes Days | Days [ Yes o Mos ) Yes 1
ot ] Weekbefore {7 Before Yes. No o o CNo [INo
[ None [ Before 2wks [ Biesh INo br. | L1NoDe) (] None | (] Noane —Yes. | () Und17
Table 11 - HOSPITALIZATION DURING PAST 12 MONTHS
For completed hospitalizations (''No'’ in Col. (g)) of persons 6 years old and Whot 15 the nome ond addrexs of the hospifal you were in?
overwhoshow an operation, asctting of a fractuce, ora delivery in Cols. (h)oz(i):
How mony nights were After you left the hos- If ““still unable’’ in (k)
ou In the hospital, be« | pltal, how many doys ask: {Enter name, city and State; if city not known, eatet couaty)
ore you had your opera- | was it before you How long has it been
tion (d-llvuy, ate,)? returned to your usual since you left the
activities full-time? hospltal?
[{}] (k) m {m)
Over 6 months
No.of nights.__ | No, of days under 6 months:  }__ . iieeeeeeeeeoeos meeemammemamnan
[CJ still unable Days. Months:
Over 6 months
No. of nights______ | No. of days [Tunder 6 moaths: -
[] Seill unable Days. Months:|
Over 6 months
No.ofnighta.__ .| No. of days Wunder 6 months: | oot imee i oo cccccmcmaeseccaeceesceammameeeasoeeeaessesacesncanememoonan
[ Still unable Days. Months:)
X-RAY QUESTIONS
24, (o) Durlng tha gnn 3 months, dld anyone in the family have any X-rays for the treatment of Yes CINe Yes ONe
Ly e Fact(s) of body: Pari(s) of body:
es,’
{b) What part of the body wes treated?
{c) Was this Included in the X-ray(s} you told me about bafore? D Ye-;-" C¥e ] ¥es INe
25, (a) Did onyons In the family have a fluoroscope during the past 3 months? [ Yes CliNe Yes {INo
1 "Yes, " Part(s) of body: Part{s) of body:
{b) What part of the body was this for?
(c) Was this included In the X-ray(s) you told me obout before? - i:lY“ ------- Site Eves e
Table X - FILL ONE LINE FOR EACH PART OF BODY ENTRY FROM QUESTIONS 22.25
Ask for each person with 2 or more lines in Table X: FODTNOTES
(Ask nfter all X-rays have been recorded through cols. (a)~(h) of Table X for aperson)
WI‘O"I uny"el thess.., X-rays you told me obout taken at the same time?
s
Which X’-myl were thesa? )
(S’l‘: ) [Yesye! Enter information below for X-rays taken at same time:
Part(s) of body: No. Part(s) of body: No.
Part(s) of body: No. | Pares) of body: No.
i
Part(s) of body: No. Par(s) of bedy: No.
Group No. Group No. Group No. [ Group Ne. Group No.
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Table A - (Accidents and Injurles)

(b) Wos more than one motor vehicle involved?

Line No. 1. When did the accident happen? 2. At the time of the accident, what port of the body was hurt? Whaot kind of injury was 11?
from Anything else?
Table I . .
Yeac: Par(s) of body Kind of injury(s)
(I 1960 oc 1961 also cater the month)
ffdd‘::x
ol
Jast Month:
week oc
‘weck befoce
(Go to q. 3)
3. («) Was a cor, fruck, bus or other motor vehicle Invelved In the accident in any woy? [OYes [No (@0 to Section B)

[ Yes (moce than one) [JNo

{c) Wos it {either ons) maving at the time? O Yes [ No (Go to Section B)
2. [ Getting in or out
’ (Go to
4. Were you sutside the vehicle, getting In or out of i1, @ passenger or were you the driver? 1.0} Outside 3. ] Passenger Su“;ﬂﬂ A
Go ta Sectl T
Nen """ 4. Opdve

Section A - (Motor Yehicle Accidents)

Section B - (Non-Motor Vehicle Accidents)

If “*Outside’ in q. 4, ask:
5. (o) How did the occident happen?

1. [_] Accident between motor vehicle and person riding
oa bicycle, in atrectcar, on railtoad train, on hocse-
drawn vehicle

2. [J Accident between motoe vehicle and person who
was walking, running, o standing

3. [_] Ocher (Specify how the accident happaned)

{b) Whoe kind(s) of metor vehicle was Involved?
1.JCar 2. 3 Taxi 3. JBus
4. [} Truck s. [ ycle 6. (] Other

If *Getting in or out’’ *'Passenger’”’ oc “'Driver,’” in q. 4, ask:
6. (o) How did the accident heppen?

1. [[] Accident between two o more mocor vehicles on
toadway

2. {] Accident between motor vehicle and some other
object on roadway

(Specily object)

3. [] Motor vehicle came to sudden stop on roadway
4. ] Motoe vehicle ran off roadway

5. [_] Other (Specify how the accident happened)

] Acc. on toadway

{] Acc. not on roadway
{b) What kind of motor vehlicle wars you in {getting in) (getting
out of) when the accident happened?

1.[)Car 2. ] Taxi 3. JBus
4. ] Trock 5. [J Motoceycle 6. ] Other (Specity)

7. How did the accident hagpen?
A.l. [] Any injocy ing an

lled fire oc
2, [T] Any injury involving the dischacge of a firearm

3. ] Any injucy from an sccident involving & noo-motoe vehicle in motion (streetcar, railroad
train, airplane, boat, bicycle, borse-drawa vehicle)

B.4. [} Aoy injury caused by machinery (belt oc motoc driven) while in operation

(Specity kind of

5. [ Any injury caused by edge or poiat of knife, scissors, oail or other cutting oc
piercing implement

6. {1 Any injucy caused by foceign body in eye, windpipe, o other orifices
7. [] Aay injury caused by animal oc insect

8. [] Any injury caused by poiscacus substance swallowed (3pecity

C.9. (] Fell on staits oc steps oc from a height
10. [} AH other falls

11, [] Bumped iato object oc person {(covers all collisions betwcen persoas including suiking,
punching, kicking, etc.)

12, ] Struck by moving object {include objects held in own hand oc hand of other person, alse
failing, flying, or thrown objccts)

13. [[] Handling o stepping on sharp oc rough objects such as stones, splinters, broken
slazs, rope,cte.

14, [ Caught in, piached or crushed berween two moving objects oc between a moving and a
stationary object

15. [] Came in contact with hot cbject or substance or open flame
16. [[] One-time lifting oc other cne-time exertion
17. ] Twisting, stumbling, ectc.

D.18. [] Other (Specity how

ASK FOR ALL ACCIDENTS

8. (a) Whece did the accident happen-- ot home or some other place?
1. [] At bome (inside hounse)

If “'Some other place,’’ ask:

(b) Whot kind of piuce wax it?
3. [ Street and highway (includes roadway)

2, [ ] At bome (adjacent premizcs)

[ Some other place

6. ] School (includes school premises)

4. (] Fam 7. [J Place of recreation and sports, except at school
5. [ Industrial place (includ ises) 8, [] Other (Specify the piace where

9. Were you ot werk ot your job or b when the h d?
1. []Yes 2.INeo 3. [] While in Armed Services

4. [JUnder 17 at time of accident

FOOTNOTES AND COMMENTS
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Card A
NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY
Check List of Chronic Conditions -
1. Asthma 16. Any other chronic stomach

Card C

NATIONAL HEALTH SURYEY

For:
Workers and ofher persons except
Housewives and Children

1. Not able to work at all.

Card E

NATIONAL HEALTH SURYEY

For:
Children from 6 through 16 years old

’CurdG

NATIONAL HEALTH SURYEY

" 1. Deafness or serious trouble with hearing

2. Tuberculosis - Ktj\:guble broni 1. Not able to go to school at all. 1. Confined to the house all the time,
3. Chronic bronchitis - Kidney stones or chrontc . except in emergencies.
. kidney trouble 2. Able to work but limited in amount 2. Able to go to school but limited to certain
4. Repeated attacks of sinus trouble i B £ work or kind of work
5. Rheumatic fever 18. Arthritis or rheumatism of work or of work. types of schools or in school attendance.| 2. Able to go outside but need the help of
6. Hardening of the arieries 19. Mental illness 3. Able towork but limited in kind o amount another person in getting around outside
" 7. High blood pressuce 20. Diabetes ¢ other activitie 3. Able to go to school but limited in other
8. Heart trouble 21. Thyroid trouble or goiter of other actviries- activities. 3. Able to go outside alone but have trouble|
9. Stroke 22. Any allergy ., in getting around freely.
10. Trouble with varicose veins 23. Epiler:-sy 4. Not Limited in any of these ways. 4. Not limited in any of these ways.
11. Hemotrhoids or piles 24. Chronic nervous trouble 4. Not limited in any of these ways.
12, Hay fever 25. Cancer
13. Tumor, cyst or growth ;6' I(':Ihzo?ic skin trouble
14. Chronic gallbladder or liver trouble 2;' Hermia or up :;re
15. Stomach ulcer - Prosmte trouble
Card B | Card D Card F Card H

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY

Check List of Selected Impairments

2. Serious trouble with seeing, even when wearing glasses
3. Cleft palate

4. Any speech defect

5. Missing fingers, hand, or arm --- toes, foot, or leg

6. Palsy

7. Paralysis of any kind

8. Repeated trouble with back or spine

9. Club foot
10. Permanent stiffness or any deformity of the foot, leg, fingers, arm orbacH

11. Any condition present since birth

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY
For: Housewife
1. Not able to keep house at all.

2. Able to keep house but limited in amount
ot kind of housework.

3. Able to keep house but limited in kind or
amount of other activities.

4. Not limited in any of these ways.

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY

For: Children under 6 years old

1. Not able to take part at all in ordinary
play with other children.

2. Able to play with other children but
limited in amount or kind of play.

| 4 Not limited in any of these ways

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY

Family income during past 12 months

Group 1. Under $500 (Including loss)

Group 2. $500-  $999
Group 3. $1,000- $1,999
Group 4. $2,000- $2,999
Group 5. $3,000- $3,999
Group 6. $4,000- $4,999
Group 7. $5,000- $6,999
Group 8. $7,000- $9,999

Group 9. $10,000 and over




OUTLINE OF REPORT SERIES FOR VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS
Public Health Service Publication No. 1000

SERIES 1-4. GENERAL SERIES. Prugram descriptions, methodological research, and analytical studies of vital and health statistics.
Earlier reports of this kind have appeared in *Vital Statistics—Special Reports” and in “Health Statistics from the National Health Survey,” Series
A and D, PHS Publication No. 584.

Series 1: Programs and collection procedures.— Reports which describe the general programs of the National Center for Health Statistics and

its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and other material necessary for understanding of the techni-
cal characteristics of published data.

Series 2: Data evaluation and methods research. ~Studies of new statistical methodology including: experimental tests of new survey meth-
ods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data,
contributions to statistical theory.

Series 3: Analytical Studies.~This series comprises reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health statistics.

Series 4: Documents and committee reports.— Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and health statistics and documents
such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth and death certificates.

SERIES 10-12. DATA FROM THE NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY
Earlier reports of the kind appearing in Series 10 have been issued as “Health Statistics from the National Health Survey,” Series B and C, PHS
Publication No. 584.
Series 10: Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of bospital, medical, dental, and other services, and cther health-related
topics, based on data collected in the continuing National Health Interview Survey.
Series 11: Data from the Health Examinaiion Survey based on the direct examination, testing, and measurement of national samples of the
population of the United States, including the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases, and distributions of the popula-
tion with respect to various physical and physiological measurements.

Series 12: Data from the Health Records Survey relating to the health characteristics of persons in institutions, and hospital, medical
nursing, and personal care received, based on national samples of establishments providing these services and samples of the
residents of patients, or of records of the establishments.

SERIES 20-23. DATA FROM THE NATIONAL VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM
Earlier reports of this kind have been issued in “Vital Statistics—Special Reports.”

Series 20: Various reports on mortality, tabulations by cause of death, age, etc., time series of rates, data for geographic areas, States,
cities, etc.—other than as included in annual or monthly reports.

Series 21: Data on natality such as birth by age of mother, birth order, geographic areas, States, cities, time series of rates, etc.—~compila-
tions of data not included in the regular annual volumes or monthly reports.

Series 22: Data on marriage and divorce by various demographic factors, geographic areas, etc.—other than that included in annual or monthly
reports.

Series 23: th(x)i from the program of sample surveys related to vital racords. The subjects being covered in these surveys are varied includ-
ing topics such as mortality by socioeconomic classes, hospitalization in the last year of life, X-ray exposure during pregnancy,

ete.

Catalog Card

U.S. National Center for Health Statistics

Length of convalescence after surgery, United States, July 1960-June 1961. Sta-
tistics on the length of convalescence after tonsillectomy, appendectomy, hernia
operation, hemorrhoidectomy, hysterectomy, and delivery other than Cesarean, by age,
sex, usual activity, and family income. Based on data collected in household inter-
views during the period July 1960-June 1961. Washington, U.S. Dept. of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare. Public Health Service, 1963.

47 p. diagrs., tables. 27cm. (Its Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, no. 3)
U.S. Public Health Service. Publication no. 1000, Series 10, no. 3

1. Convalescence. 2. Surgery - Cases, clinical reports, statistics. 1. Tide.
1I. Series: U.S. Public Health Service. Publication no. 1000, Ser. 10, no. 3.

Cataloged by Department of Health, Education, and Welfare Library.
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