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Guidelines for Reporting Live Births, Infant Deaths, 
Fetal Deaths, and Induced Terminations of Pregnancy 

Induced Termination of Pregnancy1— 
Purposeful interruption of an intrauterine 
pregnancy with the intention other than to 
produce a live-born infant and which does 
not result in a live birth. Excludes 
management of prolonged retention of 
products of conception following fetal death. 

No 

Yes Yes No 

Fetal Death1—Death prior to the 
complete expulsion or extraction from its 
mother of a product of human conception, 
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, 
and which is not an induced termination of 
pregnancy. 

Did
 infant or fetus 

show signs 
of life at 
delivery? 

Prepare and fle 

Induced
 Termination 
of Pregnancy 

Report2 

Live birth1—The complete expulsion or extraction 
from its mother of a product of human conception, 
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after 
such expulsion or extraction, breathes, or shows any 
other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, 
pulsation of the umbilical cord, or deÿnite movement 
of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical 
cord has been cut or the placenta is attached. 
Heartbeats are to be distinguished from transient 
cardiac contractions; respirations are to be 
distinguished from ˛eeting respiratory efforts or gasps. 

Prepare and fle 

Report of 
Fetal Death3,4 

Was the intent 
to terminate 

the pregnancy? 

Prepare and fle 

Certifcate of 
Live Birth 

Yes No 

Did the 
infant 

subsequently 
die? 

Prepare and fle 

Death 
Certifcate5 

STOP 
No further 

action 
required 

1See: National Center for Health Statistics. Model State Vital Statistics Act and Regulations, 1992 revision. 1994. Available from: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/mvsact92b.pdf. 
2Refer to jurisdictional reporting requirements. 
3If birthweight ˜ 350 grams or gestational age 20+ weeks (see “Model State Vital Statistics Act and Regulations, 1992 revision”); however, reporting requirements vary by jurisdiction as to the birthweight or gestational age 
at which a Report of Fetal Death is required. Refer to jurisdiction-speciÿc requirements. 
4See disposal of remains requirements for your state. 
5Whether the hospital or the funeral home prepares and ÿles the death certiÿcate is determined by which disposes of remains. 
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