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Divorces and divorce rates

The number of divorces in the
United States fell 1 percent between
1985 and 1986, from 1,190,000 to
1,178,000. The historic trend in the
number of divorces has been upward,
with two major peaks. The first peak
occurred in 1946, soon after World
War II, when the number of divorces
reached 610,000 (table 1). The second,
higher peak occurred at the beginning
of this decade. In 1981 the number of
divorces reached a record high of
1,213,000. Since 1981, the total has
fluctuated, dropping in 1982 and 1983,
rising in 1984 and 1985, then dropping
again in 1986.

The divorce rate per 1,000 popula-
tion rose fairly steadily throughout the
1960’s and 1970’s, reaching peaks of 5.3
in 1979 and 1981. The rate stabilized
from 1982 to 1986, fluctuating between
4.9 and 5.0; in 1986 the rate was 4.9,

The divorce rate per 1,000 married
women 15 years of age and over, the
population that is actually at risk of
divorce, followed a similar pattern. It
reached a record high of 22.8 in 1979,
and has fluctuated between 21.2 and
21.7 since 1982; in 1986 it was 21.2.
These rates mean that more than
2 percent of U.S. wives divorced in each
of these years.

Although the divorce rates
dropped in each region between 1985

and 1986, sharp differences among re-
gions remained. Historically the divorce
rates for the West and the South have
been considerably higher than for the
Midwest, and all three have been
higher than the rate for the Northeast.
This pattern continued in 1986. The
rate for the West was 5.6 per 1,000
population—2 percent higher than the
rate for the South (5.5), 27 percent
higher than the rate for the Midwest
(4.4), and 56 percent higher than the
rate for the Northeast (3.6) (table 2).

The States with the highest num-
bers of divorces were Texas (98,405),
Florida (78,114), New York (66,644),
and Ohio (52,068). It is virtually certain
that divorces in California exceeded
those in Texas, but the data reported
for California include an unknown
number of legal separations in addition
to decrees actually granted. Areas that
reported the fewest divorces were
North Dakota (2,261), the District of
Columbia (2,326), Vermont (2,410),
and South Dakota (2,584).

The divorce rates were highest in
Nevada (13.9 per 1,000 population);
Oklahoma (7.5); Arkansas (7.1); and
Alaska, Arizona, and Wyoming (7.0
each). Divorce rates were lowest in
North Dakota (3.3); Wisconsin, Minne-
sota, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts
(3.4 each); and Maryland (3.5). Be-
tween 1985 and 1986, the divorce rate
fell in 26 States and the District of

Columbia, rose in 9 States, and re-
mained the same in 10 States. Compar-
isons could not be made for five States
where data were incomplete in one or
both years.

Data for the preceding discussion
are from reports of the number of di-
vorces provided annually by the
50 States and the District of Columbia.
For the following discussions of chil-
dren involved in divorce, ages at divorce
and marriage, duration of marriage,
and petitioner of divorce, detailed in-
formation comes from the 31 States
and the District of Columbia that con-
stitute the divorce-registration area
(DRA). About 49 percent of the di-
vorces in the United States in 1986 took
place in the DRA,

Children involved in divorce

Three national measures based on
data from the DRA document the in-
volvement of children in divorce. They
are the number of children involved in
divorce, the average number of children
per decree, and the rate per 1,000 chil-
dren under 18 years of age (table 3).

More than 1 million children under
18 years of age have been involved in
divorce in the United States every year
since 1972 when there were an esti-
mated 1,021,000 children. The number
reached a record high of 1,181,000 in
1979 and has fluctuated, generally
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downward, since then. In 1986 there
were 1,064,000 children involved in di-
vorce, 2 percent fewer than in 1985
(1,091,000).

Between 1950 and 1964 the aver-
age number of children per decree gen-
erally rose, peaking in 1964 with 1.36
children per divorce. The long-term
trend since 1964 has been one of de-
cline, dipping to 0.90 in 1986, the low-
est it has been since 1954. The average
number of children per decree has been
declining over the past two decades, in
part, because American families are
becoming smaller.

Couples divorcing in recent years
have fewer children, on the average,
than couples divorcing earlier. How-
ever, children of today have a greater
likelihood of being affected by a divorce
than in former years. The number of
children under 18 years involved in di-
vorce per 1,000 children in the popula-
tion has increased from 9.5 in 1966 to
16.8 in 1986. The rate per 1,000 chil-
dren reached a historic high in 1981
(18.7). Between 1982 and 1985 the rate
remained fairly steady, ranging from
17.2 to 17.6 (table 3). The 1986 rate of
16.8 was 3 percent lower than the rate
in 1985 (17.3).

The distribution of the number of
children of divorcing couples is shown
in table 4. In the DRA, 47 percent of
divorcing couples had no children
under 18 years of age, 25 percent had
one child under 18 years, and the re-
maining 27 percent had two children or
more under 18 years. In 1966, when
families were larger, only about 40 per-
cent of divorcing couples had no chil-
dren under the age of 18 years and
23 percent had one child under
18 years, but 37 percent had two chil-
dren or more under 18 years. In 1986,
the percent of divorcing couples with
no children under 18 years ranged from
38 percent in Nebraska to 60 percent in
the District of Columbia.

Age

Age-specific divorce rates, which
indicate the likelihood of divorce
among different age groups, have been
calculated using data from 28 States
and the District of Columbia where age
at divorce was reported with sufficient

completeness to provide reliable rates
(table 5).

The rates are based on population
estimates prepared by the U.S. Bureau
of the Census by age and marital status
of men and women. As in the past,
fewer men than women are reported as
married. This causes the rate of divorce
for married men to be higher than that
for married women because the base
population is smaller. The 1986 divorce
rate per 1,000 married men was 19.2,
slightly higher than the rate of 19.0 for
women.

The age-specific divorce rate for
women is highest for the youngest age
group (50.9 per 1,000 married women
aged 15-19 years). The rate then drops
for each successively higher age group.

For men, the highest age-specific
divorce rate was for those 20-24 years
of age (49.9 per 1,000 married men).
The rate for teenaged husbands was
only slightly lower (49.8). Then, as with
the women, rates taper off, dropping to
2.0 per 1,000 men 65 years of age and
over. For every age group except teen-
agers rates for men were higher than
rates for women, 7 percent higher at
20-24 years and increasing to 52 per-
cent higher at ages 55-59 years. The
difference between rates for women
and men narrows again after the age of
60.

Divorces tend to be concentrated
in early adulthood. Sixty-one percent of
wives and 52 percent of husbands who
divorced in 1986 were under the age of
35 (table 6). The incidence of divorce
after the age of 59 is relatively uncom-
mon; only 3.3 percent of divorcing men
and 2.0 percent of women were
60 years and over.

Age at divorce has shifted upward
since the late 1970’s (table 7), reflecting
the steady rise of age at marriage. Be-
tween the low points in the 1970’s and
1986, the median age at time of divorce
increased by 2.6 years for all divorcing
men, 2.3 years for men divorcing from
first marriages, and 1.8 years for men
divorcing from remarriages. Wives tend
to be a few years younger than their
husbands, but the changes in the me-
dian ages of divorcing women were
similar to those of men. For women,
there was an increase of 2.6 years in the
median age at time of divorce for all

marriages, and increases of 2.5 and
1.9 years for first marriages and remar-
riages, respectively. Although the mean
ages at divorce are higher than the
medians, the pattern of change has
been similar. '

The distribution of age at marriage
for husbands divorcing in 1986 (table 8)
shows that almost 14 percent had mar-
ried as teenagers and about 41 percent
had married at the ages of 20-24 years.
Thus, the majority of divorcing hus-
bands in 1986 married before the age
of 25 years. More than two-thirds of
divorcing wives married before the age
of 25 years; nearly one-third had mar-
ried as teenagers.

The median and mean ages of hus-
bands and wives at time of marriage
(table 9) summarize these distributions
and show persistent increases for men
and women since 1978. In 1986, the
median age at marriage for divorcing
husbands was 24.3 years—22.7 years
for men divorcing from a first marriage,
31.6 years for second marriages, and
38.0 years for higher order marriages.
For divorcing women, the median age
at marriage was 22.0 years—20.6 years
for women divorcing from a first mar-
riage, 28.6 years for second marriages,
and 34.7 years for higher order mar-
riages. Mean ages are slightly higher
than median ages.

The variation among States in age
at marriage of divorcing husbands and
wives and age at divorce is shown in
table 10.

Duration of marriage

Most divorces occur relatively early
in marriage. Almost 4 percent of di-
vorcing couples had been married less
than 1 year and 34 percent for 1-4
years.

Half the couples had been married
less than 7 years, the median duration
of marriage in 1986 (table 11). First
marriages ending in divorce lasted
about 8 years for husbands and wives,
while remarriages ending in divorce
lasted only 5 years. The median dura-
tion of second marriages was 5.5 years
for husbands and wives, but the median
duration for subsequent remarriages
was less than 4 years.
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Median duration of first marriages
was shortest during the mid-1970’s—
7.3 years for husbands and 7.2 years for
wives. After 1976 the median duration
of first marriages gradually increased to
a high of 8.4 years in 1983. Since 1983
the median has been declining; by 1986
it was 6 months (0.5 year) lower than in
1983. The median duration of remar-
riages, on the other hand, has increased
fairly steadily since 1978 for husbands
and wives regardless of marriage order.

There was considerable variation
for duration of marriage among States
(table 12). In 1986 the median duration
ranged from 5.0 years in Alaska to 8.8
years in Maryland and Massachusetts.

Petitioner

Wives are more likely than hus-
bands to be the petitioner of divorce
(table 13). Wives petitioned 62 percent
of all divorces in 1986 and husbands
petitioned 33 percent. Although the
proportion of jointly petitioned divorces
doubled since 1975 when it was only
about 3 percent, the proportion of
jointly petitioned divorces in 1986 re-
mains low at 6 percent. The presence of
children under 18 years of age in the
household had an effect on which
spouse petitioned for divorce. When
children were involved in the divorce,
wives petitioned 66 percent of divorces
compared with 57 percent when there

Symbols
Data not available
Category not applicable
- Quantity zero

Quantity more than zero but less
than 0.05

Z  Quantity more than zero but less
than 500 where numbers are
rounded to thousands

* Figure does not meet standard of
reliability or precision

were no children under 18 years of age
in the household. The presence of chil-
dren had only a minimal effect on
jointly petitioned divorces.

Although women traditionally have
been more likely to petition for divorce,
table 13 shows that the difference in the
proportion of husbands and wives peti-
tioning for divorce is slowly diminish-
ing. Over the past 12 years the
difference in the proportion of hus-
bands versus wives as petitioner nar-
rowed by 9 percentage points, from a
difference of 38 percentage points in
1975 to 29 percentage points in 1986.
This trend is observed regardless of the
presence or absence of children.
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Table 1. Divorces and annulments and rates: United States, 1940-86

[Data refer only to events occurring within the United States. Alaska included beginning 1959 and Hawall beginning 1960. Rates per 1,000 population enumerated as
of April 1 for cansus years and estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Rale per 1,000—
Divorces Married
and Total women 15
Year annulments population years and over

0BG . . 1,178,000 4.9 21.2
0BG L 1,190,000 5.0 21.7
1084 L 1,169,000 5.0 215
2 1,158,000 49 21.3
1082 . . e e, 1,170,000 5.0 21.7
8B L e e 1,213,000 5.3 22.6
1980 . . L e e 1,189,000 5.2 22,6
1070 L e 1,181,000 5.3 22.8
4 1,130,000 5.1 219
B 1,091,000 5.0 21.1

1976 . o e e e 1,083,000 5.0 21.1
1975 . e e e 1,036,000 4.8 20.3
1974 . e 977,000 4.6 19.3
1978 . e e 915,000 4.3 18.2
S 845,000 4.0 17.0
S 773,000 3.7 15.8
1070 . e e e e 708,000 3.5 14.9
L 639,000 3.2 13.4
1088 . L e e e e 584,000 2.9 125
1067 . . e e e e e 523,000 2.6 11.2
1066 . . .. e e e 499,000 25 10.9
1085 . e e e e e 479,000 2.5 10.6
1964 . . e e e e e 450,000 24 10.0
196 . . o e e e e 428,000 2.3 9.6
962 . e e e e e e 413,000 22 9.4

0BT . L 414,000 23 8.6
1960 . . o e e 393,000 2.2 9.2
1080 . L e 395,000 22 9.3
1088 L L e 368,000 2.1 8.9
1057 e 381,000 22 9.2
1056 . . e e 382,000 2.3 94
1085 . e e e, 377,000 2.3 9.3
LS 379,000 2.4 95
108 . L e 390,000 25 99
1952 . e 392,000 25 10.1

1951 381,000 25 99
1050 . L 385,000 26 10.3
1049 L L 397,000 27 10.6
1948 . e e 408,000 2.8 11.2
1047 L 483,000 3.4 13.6
1946 . . . 610,000 4.3 17.9
1045 e 485,000 3.5 14.4
1944 400,000 2.9 12.0
e 359,000 2.6 11.0
194 e 321,000 24 10.1

041 L e e e 293,000 22 9.4

1940 . . 264,000 2.0 8.8
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Table 2. Divorces and annulments and rates: United States, each region, division, and State, 1976, 1985, and 1986

[Data ara counts of decress granted supplied by States except as noted. Figures for the divorce-registration States differ from those based on sample data shown in
table 4. Rates per 1,000 population in each area estimated as of July 1]

Number Rale
Region, division, and Stale 1986 1985 1976 1986 1985 1976
UnfedStates. . . ........ .. o 1,178,000 1,190,000 1,083,000 4.9 5.0 50
Reglions:
Northeast. . . .................... 182,000 187,000 156,000 3.6 3.8 32
Midwest. ... ... ... .. 263,000 267,000 273,000 4.4 4.5 47
South . ... ...t it i e 1458,000 458,000 394,000 5.5 5.6 5.6
WeSt. . ..t e i 275,000 278,000 260,000 5.6 58 6.6
Northeast:
NewEngland .................... 47,962 49,853 43,722 3.8 3.9 3.6
Middle Atlantic. . . ................. 134,188 137,064 112,576 3.6 3.7 3.0
Mkiwest:
EastNorthCentral .. ............... 188,942 192,555 2199,938 45 24.6 49
WestNothCentral . . . .............. 73,597 74,330 72,959 42 4.2 4.3
South:
SouthAtlantic . . . .. .. ch v e vt v e o ann 212,804 210,454 182,047 52 5.2 52
EastSouthCentral . . . .............. 87,257 86,156 79,328 57 57 57
WestSouthCentral®. . . ............. 155,153 160,899 132,309 > w 6.1
West:
Mountain . . . ... ... i e e 286,111 89,880 75,534 * 7.0 7.5
Pacffic. . ... i ven et it 187,441 188,498 184,888 52 54 6.3
New England:
Maine . . .......coutirennacannnnnn 5,627 6,086 5,540 48 5.2 5.1
NewHampshire. . . ... ... .......... 4,883 4,911 4,322 48 4.9 5.1
Vermont. . .. ... ... i e 2,410 2,355 1,905 4.5 44 3.9
Massachusefls. . . .. ............... 19,813 21,573 16,974 3.4 3.7 3.0
Rhodelsland. . . .................. 3,684 3,699 3,276 3.8 3.8 3.4
Conneclicut . .............c.uuu.. 11,545 11,229 11,705 3.6 3.5 3.8
Middle Atlantic:
NewYork. . . ........cviie v 66,644 67,616 54,229 37 3.8 3.0
Newdarsay. . .. .......c00euiennnn 27,669 29,295 21,816 36 3.9 3.0
Pennsylvania. . . ........vovvnee.an 39,875 40,153 36,531 34 3.4 3.1
East North Centratl:
Ohlo. . ... it it i §2,068 253,016 59,251 4.8 249 5.5
Indiana®. . ............c.. ... 35,076 35,251 231,193 6.4 6.4 5.8
Minols . . . ..ottt i it e e 45,852 48,917 51,810 4.0 4.2 46
Michigan . ... ......... . .viven.. 39,551 38,775 43,101 43 43 47
Wisconsin, . . ........c0iriiiennnn 16,395 16,596 14,583 3.4 3.5 3.2
West North Central:
Minnesota . ........... Ve 14,426 14,795 413,822 3.4 3.5 43.5
IOWB. . . ittt s e e, 10,324 10,526 10,817 3.6 3.7 3.7
Missourl. . ............ et 25,466 24,990 25,414 5.0 5.0 5.3
NoithDakota . ......... e 2,261 2,295 1,861 33 34 29
SouthDekota . . .................. 2,584 2,566 2,350 3.6 3.6 3.4
Nebraska................co0nun. 6,172 6,364 5,862 39 4.0 38
Kansas . .......... .. .0t 12,364 12,794 12,833 5.0 52 5.6
South Attantic:
Delaware . . . ... ...t 3,093 2,991 3,233 4.9 4.8 55
Maryland . . . ... ... . i i 15,608 16,187 16,101 3.5 3.7 3.9
Districtof Columbla. . . . ............. 2,326 2,659 3,092 3.7 43 4.4
Virginla . ... oo e 24,875 24,131 21,381 43 42 42
WestVirginta. ... ................. 9,803 9,851 8,893 5.1 5.1 47
NothCarolina. . . ................. 31,599 30,212 24,327 5.0 48 4.3
SouthCarollna . ... ..... ..o 13,429 13,455 10,641 4.0 4.0 3.6
Georgia. .. ... v i, 33,957 33,423 31,156 5.6 5.6 6.1
Florida. . .. ..., 78,114 77,545 63,223 6.7 6.8 7.3
East South Central:
Kentucky . . .. .o vi i i e e 18,999 18,255 16,027 5.1 49 45
TONNESSEE . . . v v vt i ettt e e i 30,031 29,860 27,002 6.3 63 6.2
Algbama .. .... ..ot v it 25,356 25,012 24,056 6.3 6.2 6.4
Mississippl . . ... .. i . 12,871 243,029 12,243 4.9 5.0 5.0
West South Central:
ATKANSES . . v vt v i e et e 16,828 216,528 218,365 7.1 7.0 8.5
Louislana? . . ...............c.... 15,173 17,608 12,550 - * 3.2
Oklahoma ...........cviveuennn.. 24,747 26,369 21,489 7.5 8.0 7.6
= - 98,405 100,394 79,905 5.9 6.1 6.2

See footnotes at end of table.



6 N Monthly Vital Statistics Report  erocttmt215l—————— 80—ttt ]

Table 2. Divorces and annulments and rates: United States, each region, division, and State, 1976, 1985, and 1986—Con.

[Data are counts of decrees granted supplied by States except as noted. Figures for the divorce-registration States differ from those based on sample data shown in
table 4. Rates per 1,000 population in each area estimated as of July 1]

Number Rate
Raegion, division, and State 1986 1985 1976 1986 1985 1976
Mountain:
Montana ....................... 4,307 4,258 4,850 5.3 5.2 6.4
Idaho . . ........ ... ... ... 6,067 6,207 5,689 6.1 6.2 6.6
Wyoming . . ......ooii it 3,636 3,807 2,850 7.0 75 7.2
Colorado . .. .................... 18,951 19,193 17,520 5.8 5.9 6.7
NewMexico . .. .................. 28,129 813,172 9,118 * %9.1 7.6
Aflzona . ... .o e e 23,062 21,157 19,029 7.0 6.6 8.1
Utah. . ...... .. .. . i i, 8,589 8,768 6,170 5.2 5.3 4.9
Nevada . .............ueuuu... 13,470 13,318 10,208 13.9 14.2 15.9
Paciffic:
Washington . .. .................. 26,155 26,346 27,072 5.9 6.0 73
Oregon . .. ... ... iiii i, 15,774 15,736 16,070 5.8 5.9 6.8
California. . ..................... 8437,133 $137,524 133,824 5.1 85.2 6.1
AlasKa. . .. e e 3,705 4,005 3,210 7.0 7.7 8.2
Hawall. . .. ..................... 4,674 4,887 4,712 4.4 4.6 5.2

TFigures include estimates; see Technical notes.

2Data are incomplete; see Technical notes.

3Some counties reported divorce petitions filed rather than decrees granted.
4Data are estimated.

SDivorce petitions fited.

8Data include legat separations.

Table 3. Estimated number of children Involved in divorces and annulments, average number of children per decree, and rate per 1,000
children under 18 years of age: United States, 1950-86

[Data refer to children under 18 years of age and only to events occurring within the United States. Beginning in 1960, estimated from frequencies based on sample
data; for 1950-59, estimated from total counts. For estimating method, see Technical notes. Population enumerated as of April 1 for census years and estimated as of
July 1 for all other years]

Estimated Average Rate per
number of number of 1,000 children
children children under 18
Year involved per docree years of age
086 . . . 1,064,000 0.90 16.8
A 1,091,000 0.92 173
1084 L 1,081,000 0.92 ' 17.2
L5 1,091,000 0.94 17.4
1082 . e, 1,108,000 0.94 17.6
LS 1,180,000 0.97 18.7
1080 . . 1,174,000 0.98 17.3
1079 . e 1,181,000 1.00 18.4
1078 L e, 1,147,000 1.01 177
1977 e e 1,095,000 1.00 16.7
1976 . o 1,117,000 1.03 16.9
107G L 1,123,000 1.08 16.7
1874 1,099,000 112 16.2
1978 . e, 1,079,000 1.17 15.7
1872 . e 1,021,000 1.20 14.7
870 e e 946,000 1.22 13.6
1970 . 870,000 1.22 125
196 . e 840,000 1.31 11.9
2 784,000 1.34 11.1
1887 . e, 701,000 1.34 8.9
1966 ....... e e e e e e e e e e e e 669,000 1.34 9.5
OB . e 630,000 1.32 8.9
OB . . e 613,000 1.36 8.7
068 . . e 562,000 1.31 8.2
0B . L e 532,000 1.29 7.9
10BT . . e 516,000 1.25 7.8
1080 . . e e 463,000 1.18 7.2
1080 . L e 468,000 1.18 75
1058 . L L 398,000 1.08 6.5
1957 o e e 379,000 0.99 6.4
1056 . . L 361,000 0.95 6.3
100 L e 347,000 0.92 6.3
1954 L e e e 341,000 0.90 6.4
1083 . L e e, 330,000 0.85 6.4
1082 . e e 318,000 0.81 6.2
108 L e e 304,000 0.80 6.1

1050 . .o e 299,000 0.78 6.3
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Table 4. Number of divorces and annulments and percent distribution by number of children under 18 years of age involved:
Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1986

[Based on sample data]

Number of children under 18 years of age involved

All divorces
and 5
Arsa annulments Total None 1 2 3 4 or more
Number Percent distribution
Divorce-registration area. . . ... ... 574,280 100.0 47.2 25.4 19.7 6.0 13 0.4
Alabama. . ...........c0.0unn 25,440 100.0 49.4 25.0 18.3 58 1.3 0.3
Alaska. .. ... ....oiiein.n 3,702 100.0 50.1 23.5 19.2 5.4 1.3 0.5
Connecticut. . . .............. 11,640 100.0 47.7 24.9 20.7 5.6 0.8 0.2
Delaware . .. ..........c.c0un 3,094 100.0 45.0 271 20.0 6.4 1.2 0.4
District of Columbia. . .. ........ 2,326 100.0 60.1 225 13.0 35 0.6 0.3
Georgiad . . v v v v i 33,940 100.0 50.8 25.6 17.6 4.7 0.9 0.3
Mawali.................... 4,660 100.0 47.0 24.7 19.3 6.6 1.6 0.7
Idaho!. . . .. i v it e 6,084 100.0 48.9 24.3 18.0 6.2 1.8 0.8
Minois . . .................. 45,841 100.0 47.2 25.1 19.3 6.3 1.6 0.5
Iowa . . oo vrt e e 10,326 100.0 40.9 25.6 23.1 85 1.6 0.4
Kanses. . . ..o v iiennnr i 12,424 100.0 43.9 24.6 22.0 75 1.5 0.5
Kemtucky . ... ..covviennnn.. 19,055 100.0 48.8 26.9 17.7 55 0.9 0.2
Maryland . ................. 15,715 100.0 52.6 26.5 16.7 3.3 0.7 0.2
Massachusetts. . . ............ 19,755 100.0 445 25.9 21.2 6.4 1.5 0.5
Michigan .................. 39,610 100.0 45 24.2 220 74 1.7 0.6
Missouri. . .......oi i 25,466 100.0 46.4 25.8 19.9 6.3 1.3 0.3
Montana. . ................. 4,321 100.0 44.3 23.3 23.0 6.9 2.0 0.5
Nebraska . .. ............... 6,172 100.0 37.6 24.8 246 9.7 2.6 0.7
NewHampshire . . .. .......... 4,883 100.0 429 25.3 23.9 6.7 1.1 0.2
NewYork. ...........oou... 66,641 100.0 54.6 22.2 16.3 5.1 1.3 0.4
103 52,000 100.0 424 27.2 21.8 6.9 1.2 0.4
Oregon . .o vttt 15,765 100.0 417 26.3 24.1 6.0 1.8 0.1
Pennsylvania. . . ............. 39,880 100.0 44.6 27.2 21.4 54 0.9 0.4
Rhodelsland. . .............. 3,684 100.0 433 26.2 23.1 6.1 1.0 0.2
SouthCarolina. .. ............ 13,431 100.0 46.7 28.0 18.8 52 1.0 0.3
Southbakota ............... 2,585 100.0 39.8 26.6 223 87 20 0.5
Tennessee ... ........c..c... 30,120 100.0 51.6 255 17.2 4.8 0.9 0.0
Ulah . .............. ..., 8,580 100.0 39.4 24.0 20.6 9.7 4.1 22
Vermont. . ................. 2,346 100.0 39.1 253 25.4 7.8 1.7 0.6
vibginda . ..o 24,875 100.0 51.1 26.6 17.1 43 0.7 0.2
Wisconsin. .. ............... 16,385 100.0 40.1 25.7 241 7.9 1.7 0.5
Wyoming . ... ..covvien . 3,534 100.0 41.2 25.1 23.2 7.5 22 0.7

This State reports number of children affected by decree.



8 I Month[y Vital Statistics Report eeeeto——_ 24ttt 2ttt

Table 5. Divorces and annulments by age of men and women at time of decree, 1986, and rates by age of men and women at time of

decree, 1970, 1980, and 1982-86: Divorce-registration area

[Based on sample data. Prior to calculation of rates, figures for age not stated were distributed. Rates exclude data for Michigan, Ohio, and South Dakota. Rates per
1,000 married population in specified group enumerated as of April 1 for census years and estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Number Rate
Age at lime of decreg 1986 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1980 1970
Men
Allages . .................. 574,280 19.2 18.4 19.2 19.3 19.4 19.8 14.2
15-19years®. . .. ............ 2,777 49.8 40.0 429 43.3 349 29.3 15.1
20-24years . ....... . ... 50,311 49.9 49.9 48.2 45.2 47.0 46.9 33.6
25-29years . ........ ..., 106,487 38.2 38.4 37.6 40.0 40.3 41.4 30.0
30-34years . ............... 106,536 30.8 30.4 31.7 32.4 32.4 33.8 22.3
35-39years .. ........ ... 91,008 26.0 26.3 271 27.3 27.0 26.8 17.9
40-44years .. ....... ... ... 62,759 226 23.2 22.0 215 21.8 21.0 13.8
45-49vyears . . ... .. ... ... 40,058 17.1 16.7 16.1 15.9 15.3 14.5 10.7
§0~B4years . ............... 24,672 10.9 111 10.7 10.7 10.1 9.5 7.6
55-59years .. .............. 14,891 6.4 6.8 6.4 6.2 6.1 58 5.1
60-64years ................ 8,594 4.2 4.1 4.0 3.9 3.8 3.7 3.4
65yearsandover. . . .......... 8,620 20 2.1 1.9 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9
Notstated. .. ............... 57,567
Women

Allages . .................. 574,280 19.0 19.2 18.8 18.9 19.0 19.5 14.0
15-19years!. .. ... ... ..... 10,245 50.9 48.4 45.5 48.1 45.6 42.4 26.9
20-24years . ... .. ... 83,521 46.6 46.8 44.4 43.3 44.5 47.2 33.3
25-29years .. ... ... 116,997 35.1 35.6 35.0 35.7 35.9 37.8 25.7
30-34vyears . ......... . ... 101,554 27.7 28.6 231 27.7 285 20,2 18.9
35-39years . ............... 83,432 23.7 23.4 23.5 23.9 22.9 23.3 14.8
4044years ... ... 52,094 19.1 19.6 18.5 18.2 17.7 16.7 1.9
45-49vyears .. ....... .. ... 29,860 12.8 12.6 11.8 121 11.8 10.8 8.5
50-G4years .. .............. 16,554 7.7 7.4 7.4 7.3 6.8 6.6 5.6
55-59vyears . ............... 9,177 4.2 4.2 4.3 4.1 4.0 38 35
60-64years .. .............. 5,483 2.8 27 2.7 2.8 27 27 23
65yearsandover. . . .......... 4,745 1.5 1.6 14 1.5 1.4 1.4 13
Notstated. . . . .............. 60,618 .

Yincludes divorces of persons under 15 years of age.

Table 6. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at time of decree: Divorce-registration area,

1976-86
[Based on sample data)

Age of husband and wife at time of decree 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 1976
4
Husband Percent distribution
Allages .. ... ... ... e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20years. . .......... ..t einenunnen. 0.5 0.5 05 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.9 1.0
20-24Y0AS. . . ... e e 9.7 10.3 10.6 11.0 11.7 125 13.5 13.9 14.8 14.7 15.1
25-29Y ars. . . . ... e e e 20.6 21.0 209 21.3 22.0 22.8 234 23.8 24.3 24.0 24.8
30-34years. .. ....... .. .. e 20.6 20.6 20.7 21.0 21.3 221 21.4 208 20.2 19.8 18.6
35-39Years. . .. .. e e e e 17.6 17.2 17.1 16.6 16.3 15.1 14.6 14.2 13.8 13.4 129
40-44YQarS. . . . .. 12.1 12.0 11.8 11.5 10.7 10.0 9.8 9.7 9.3 9.4 8.5
45-49Years. . ... ... e e 78 7.4 7.4 7.2 6.9 6.7 6.5 6.7 6.6 6.9 7.2
S0-54years. .. ....... ... ... . 4.8 4.8 47 48 4.6 4.6 4.4 4.5 45 48 4.9
B5-89years . . ... ... e 2.9 3.0 3.0 29 28 27 27 2.6 2.7 29 29
B0-B4YLars. . . ... ... e e 1.7 1.6 1.7 17 15 1.5 1.4 15 1.4 1.5 1.5
65yearsandover. ... ........... . ..., 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.6 15
Wife

Allages . ... . e e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20years. . ............c.ciir s 2.0 2.1 2.2 25 27 2.9 3.4 3.6 4.0 3.8 4.1
2024 YRAIS. . . . .. e e e e 16.3 16.8 17.3 17.4 18.6 19.5 20.8 21.2 22.7 223 224
25-20YBAS. . . . .. e 228 231 23.1 23.6 241 24.8 24.6 24.8 24.6 245 25.1
30-34years. ... ... ... e 19.8 19.9 19.7 19.5 19.9 20.2 19.4 18.7 17.9 17.9 16.7
35-39VYears. . . ... ... e 16.2 15.5 15.4 15.0 14.2 13.1 12.8 123 11.8 11.3 1.2
40-44years. . .. .. .. e e e e 10.1 10.2 9.8 9.5 8.8 8.2 7.7 7.9 7.5 7.7 7.9
45-49YOarsS. . . . .. e 5.8 5.6 5.5 55 5.1 4.9 4.8 5.0 5.0 5.3 5.6
BO-B4years. .. ... ... .. 3.2 3.1 3.2 32 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.3 3.4 35
§5-B9years. .............. .. e 1.8 1.8 1.9 19 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.8 1.7 20 1.9
60-64years. .......... . ... e 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 09 1.0 0.9
65yearsandover......... ... ... ... ... ... . ... 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8
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Table 7. Median and mean age of husband and wife at time of decree by number of this marriage: Divorce-registration area, 1970-86

[Based on sample data]

Number of marriage of husband Number of marriage of wife
Remarriage Remarriage
Third  Number of Third  Number of
All Firste Second marrlage marriage All First Second marriage marriage
Year marriages marrlage Total' marriage ormore notslaled marriages marriage Total' marriage ormore  nol stated
. Median age in years
1986 ....... .00 34.6 3244 40.0 38.2 43.5 34.9 32.1 30.2 37.0 36.1 39.4 322
1985 . .. ... i, 34.4 322 39.8 38.8 43.0 34.5 31.9 30.0 36.8 36.0 39.1 31.8
1984 . ..ot 34.3 32.2 39.6 385 42.7 34.4 31.7 30.0 36.4 357 38.5 315
1983 ... ..ot 34.0 32.1 39.3 383 42.6 34.1 31.5 20.8 36.3 355 38.9 31.3
1982 ... .. i 33.6 31.7 39.1 38.0 42.4 33.7 31.1 295 35.8 35.0 38.8 30.9
1981 ... ... il 33.1 31.4 38.5 37.4 42.4 33.4 30.6 29.1 35.3 34.5 38.5 30.6
1980 . ......000 0 32.7 31.0 38.3 37.3 41.9 32.8 30.3 28.8 35.2 34.3 38.3 30.1
1979 . . h i i 325 30.8 38.4 37.3 42.4 325 30.1 28.6 35.3 34.4 38.5 29.9
1978 . .. i 32.0 30.5 38.2 36.9 411 325 29.7 28.3 35.1 33.9 38.7 29.7
1977 oo il 324 30.5 338.3 38.0 43.8 325 29.9 282 - 357 34.6 40.1 29.9
1976 . ... ... 32.3 30.2 39.6 38.2 443 31.9 29.7 28.1 36.2 34.9 40.8 29.2
1975 . ool J2.2 30.1 39.9 38.3 44.9 32.8 29.5 279 36.4 35.1 40.8 29.7
1874 . ... 322 30.2 40.3 38.7 45.0 32.0 29.5 27.7 36.7 35.4 41.3 29.2
1973 .. e 32.4 30.4 40.8 39.3 45.8 31.7 29.7 278 37.3 36.0 42.0 28.7
1972 .o 32.6 30.4 40.9 39.4 45.6 32.4 29.8 27.9 37.7 36.2 426 29.6
1971 .. 32.9 305 415 40.0 46.3 32.6 29.8 27.7 37.9 36.5 422 29.6
1970 .. ..o 32.9 30.5 415 39.9 46.5 33.1 29.8 27.7 38.2 36.5 42.8 293
Mean age In years
1986 . . ... . i 36.5 34.4 421 41.0 45.2 36.6 339 32.2 38.6 37.8 411 33.8
1985 ..., ... . 36.4 34.3 41.9 41.0 44.9 36.4 33.7 32.0 38.5 37.7 41.2 33.6
1984 ..., . 36.2 34.2 41.6 40.7 44.6 36.4 33.6 31.8 38.2 37.5 40.5 33.6
1983 ... .. . e 36.1 34.1 41.4 40.5 44.6 36.1 335 31.8 38.1 37.2 41.0 33.1
1982 . ... .. i 35.7 33.7 41.3 40.3 445 35.8 33.1 31.4 37.9 37.0 40.7 32.9
1 35.4 33.4 40.9 39.8 445 35.8 327 31.1 37.6 36.7 40.5 327
1980 ... ... i 35.1 33.2 40.6 39.6 43.7 353 324 30.8 374 36.5 40.4 323
1879 .. .. e 35.0 33.1 40.7 38.7 44.2 354 323 30.7 374 36.6 40.5 325
1978 . ... ... . 34.8 329 405 39.5 43.8 35.0 32.1 30.5 37.2 36.2 40.5 32.1
1977 . o 35.1 33.0 41.4 404 453 35.1 324 30.5 38.1 37.2 41.6 32.2
1976 . ... .. i 35.1 32.9 41.7 40.4 456 34.6 32.3 30.4 38.3 371 42.2 31.8
1975 . ... il 35.0 32.8 417 40.4 45.8 35.6 32.3 30.3 38.5 37.4 42,1 325
1974 . .. ... oL 35.1 329 421 40.9 46.1 35.1 32.3 30.3 38.8 37.6 42.6 32.1
1973 . ... .. 35.3 33.1 424 411 46.4 34.9 325 30.4 39.1 38.0 42.7 31.6
1972 ... e 354 33.2 424 41.1 46.4 35.3 32.6 30.5 39.3 38.0 43.4 324
1971 .. 35.6 33.2 427 41.4 46.8 35.2 327 30.4 39.4 38.2 43.0 32.3
1870 .. . e 35.6 33.2 42.8 414 471 35.4 32.7 30.4 39.3 38.1 43.4 32.2

Vincludes remarried, number not stated.

Table 8. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at time of this marriage: Divorce-registration area,

1976-86
[Based on sample data]
Age of husband and wife at
time of this marriage 1985 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 1976
Husband Percent distribution
Alages .. .. . i i et i e, 1000 1000 1000 100.0. 1000 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNder20years. . .« o vt v et it ii et 13.7 14.2 14.9 15.4 16.1 17.0 18.0 18.4 19.3 18.6 18.9
2024 YEAIS . . . i it e e e e 40.8 414 419 425 43.0 44.0 44.0 443 44.7 445 44.4
2529 YBAIS. . . . ittt e e e e 21.0 20.5 20.1 19.7 19.3 18.7 18.4 18.0 17.5 17.4 17.3
SO-BAYOAIS. . . o i e e e e e 10.4 10.3 9.7 9.3 9.0 8.6 8.1 7.9 7.4 7.6 7.4
B30 Y0aIS. . . i i e e e e e 58 55 54 5.1 5.0 46 4.5 43 41 42 4.3
4044 YOAIS. . . v ittt a e e e 35 34 3.1 32 3.0 28 28 27 29 29 29
ASyearsandover ... ... .. ...t 4.9 4.8 4.9 47 47 4.5 4.2 43 4.1 4.7 4.8
Wife

AllAGES .. v vttt it it e e 1000 1000 100.0 100.Cc 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNder20 ¥ ars. . ... v v i vttt ts et 31.7 32.6 34.0 35.1 36.6 38.3 39.9 41.0 42.8 42.2 42.5
2024 YBArS. . . . . i e e e e e 36.4 36.7 36.4 36.3 36.2 35.9 35.5 35.1 34.2 34.0 33.8
22O YBAIS. | . ittt 14.8 14.4 13.8 13.3 12.7 12.1 *11.4 11.0 10.5 10.7 10.3
BT . 7.6 7.2 6.8 6.7 6.2 58 5.6 5.4 5.0 52 52
BE-B0YBAIS . . . it 4.4 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.6 3.2 3.1 3.1 28 ° 3.0 3.1
4044 YOAIS. . . . ittt e e 23 23 2.1 2.1 20 1.9 1.9 1.9 19 1.9 20
A5years aNAd OVEr . . v . v v v vttt vt et e 29 29 29 29 28 27 2.6 2.6 2.7 3.0 3.1
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Table 9. Median and mean age of husband and wife at time of this matriage by number of marriage: Divorce-registration area, 1970-86

[Based on sample data]

Number of marriage of husband Number of marrlage of wife
Remarriage Remarriage
Third  Number of Third  Number of
All First Second marrlage marriage All First Second marriage marriage
Year marriages marriage Total' marriage ormore notstaled marrlages marriage Tolal' marriage ormore not staled
Median age in years

1986 ... ... 24.3 227 33.2 31.6 38.0 24.6 22,0 20.6 30.0 28.6 34.7 221
1985 . ... ... . ... 24.1 22,6 32.9 31.4 37.9 24.2 21.8 20.5 29.8 28.4 34.6 21.8
1984 . ... .. .. 24.0 225 327 31.3 37.5 24.2 21.7 20.4 29.6 28.3 34.0 21.6
1983 ... ... 23.8 224 325 311 37.7 24.3 21.5 20.3 29.5 28.1 34.1 215
1982 ... . .o 23.7 223 32.4 31.0 37.6 239 21.3 20.2 29.2 28.0 34.3 21.4
1981 .. ... oo 23.4 221 320 30.6 37.6 23.7 21.1 20.0 28.9 277 33.9 21.2
1980 . ... .. 23.3 22.0 31.8 30.4 37.1 23.7 20.9 19.9 28.8 274 33.9 21.0
1979 ... . oo e 23.2 22.0 31.7 30.4 37.2 23.5 20.9 19.8 28.8 27.4 34.0 20.9
1978 . ... ... 23.0 21.9 31.5 30.1 37.1 232 20.7 19.7 28.5 274 34.1 20.6
1977 . o 23.1 21.9 32.1 30.6 38.1 231 20.7 19.7 28.9 27.5 34.7 20.6
1976 . ... ... L. 23.1 21.9 32.5 30.7 38.6 22.8 20.7 19.7 29.3 27.6 35.2 20.4
1975 . ... . 23.0 21.9 32.1 30.5 38.8 23.1 20.6 19.7 29.1 27.4 35.3 20.4
1974 ... o 23.0 21.8 32.6 30.8 39.1 23.1 20.6 19.6 29.3 27.7 35.5 20.4
1973 . .. 22,9 21.8 328 31.0 39.3 23.0 20.5 19.6 29.4 27.7 36.3 20.4
1972 ... e 23.0 21.8 32.7 30.8 39.0 229 20.5 19.5 29.5 27.7 36.8 20.4
1971 ... e 23.0 21.8 33.0 31.1 39.8 228 20.5 19.5 29.6 27.9 36.1 20.1

1970 ... . e 23.0 21.8 33.0 31.1 39.8 22.7 20.4 19.4 29.6 27.7 36.8 19.9

Mean age in years

1986 . ... ... e 27.0 23.8 35.4 33.9 40.0 27.4 24.4 21.6 32.0 30.6 36.2 246
1985 .. ... e 26.9 23.7 35.3 33.8 39.8 27.3 24.3 21.5 31.9 30.6 36.4 24.3
1984 . . ... .. ... 26.7 235 35.1 33.7 39.6 27.4 24.1 21.3 31.8 30.5 35.7 24.6
1983 . .. .. 26.6 23.4 34.9 33.5 39.5 272 24.0 21.2 31.7 30.4 36.2 242
1982 . ... ... 26.4 23.3 35.0 33.5 39.8 27.0 23.8 21.0 31,6 30.3 36.1 241

1981 .. ... ... 26.1 231 34.6 33.2 39.6 26.9 235 20.9 31.4 30.1 35.9 239
1980 . ... ... 25.9 23.0 34.4 33.0 39.0 26.7 233 20.7 31.2 29.8 35.9 238
1979 . ... 25.8 22,9 34.5 33.1 39.2 26.6 23.2 20.6 31.2 290.9 35.9 23.6
1978 . . ... 25.7 22,9 34.2 32.8 39.0 26.1 23.1 20.5 31.0 29.6 36.0 23.1

1977 . ..o 25.9 22.9 34.9 33.5 40.0 26.0 23.3 20.5 31.6 30.2 36.6 22.9
1976 . ... .. 25.9 22.9 35.2 33.5 40.4 25.6 23.3 20.5 31.8 30.2 37.1 226
1976 . ... e 25.8 22.9 350 33.4 40.5 26.2 23.2 204 31.8 30.3 37.0 23.0
1974 ... . oo 25.9 22.8 35.4 337 40.9 259 23.2 20.4 32,1 30.4 37.5 228
1973 . .. 25.9 22.8 35.5 33.8 40.9 25.9 23.2 20.3 32.1 3057 37.6 227
1972 ... oL o 25.9 22.9 35.3 33.7 40.7 258 23.2 20.3 32.2 30.5 37.9 22.8
1971 ... 26.0 229 35.6 33.8 41.3 25.3 23.2 20.2 32.3 30.6 37.7 223
1970 ... ..o 26.1 23.0 35.7 34.0 41.2 25.5 23.2 20.2 - 32.3 30.5 38.0 22.2

Yincludes remarried, number not stated.
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Table 10. Mean ages of divorced husband and wife at time of marriage and at time of decree: Divorce-registration area and each
registration State, 1986

[Based on sample data]

Mean age of husband Mean age of wife
Al At Al At
Area decree marriage decree marriage
Divorce-registration area . .. . ... .. .ttt i i e 36.5 27.0 33.9 24.4
- 1o T= 1 1 - P 35.3 275 32.6 24.8
12T - 34.8 27.7 32.1 25.0
COMNECHICUL . . .t vt ittt it et e i e e e e 37.8 27.1 35.3 24.5
[T 7 1 36.3 26.6 33.8 24.0
Districtof ColumbIa, . . . . vt e et e e e i e 38.0 27.7 35.6 254
[ T=To) - T 35.3 27.2 32.6 24.6
[ 3. U7 | P 36.3 27.6 33.6 25.0
7= 1 L Y 36.3 28.7 33.4 25.9
1T 2 36.4 27.2 33.8 24.6
o 36.1 26.5 33.8 241
KANSAS + v vt v ittt e nae e taaasansonareosoanenneeranson 35.1 27.2 32.6 247
G111 35.1 26.8 32.3 24.1
Manyland . .. ... o i e e ie et e e 375 26.5 34.9 24.0
Massachusells. . . . .. .. . i ittt it i e e e e e 37.7 26.3 35.2 23.8
o 1 T o R 36.6 26.8 34.1 243
MISSOUM. .« o v ittt it ittt ie e ean i e enennin s se e saennn 36.1 27.3 33.4 24.6
LY o 3] = g - 36.7 28.2 33.8 25.3
L= o £ - U 35.9 26.4 33.4 23.9
NewHampshire. . . . ... .t o ittt ittt ittt e i eentn e aasanns 36.5 270 33.7 24.2
NBW YOTK. « . i vttt it ittt et ottt sa ettt naeeaaneenanennns 37.8 27.7 . 353 25.2
[0 11 I 36.0 26.9 33.5 244
(=T Lo £ 38.0 28.7 35.2 25.9
Pennsylvania. . ... ... ... i e e e e 37.2 25.9 34.6 23.4
Rhode Island. . . .. .. .. ..ttt i it ittt e 37.4 26.7 34.8 24.1
SoUth Caroling . . ..o vt ittt et ittt e e 35.8 25.9 33.3 23.5
SouthDaKota . ... .. ittt it ie it ittt it it e e 35.2 259 32.4 23.1
LI T 12T 35.7 27.2 32.9 24.4
L0 35.1 27.0 32.4 24.3
=T 11 To 5 O 37.2 26.7 34.5 24.0
R 21 36.8 26.3 34.3 23.9
WISCONSIN. . . . vttt ittt it ittt i e i e e e s 36.5 26.3 33.9 23.7

WYOMING . .. ittt i e it i it e e 35.1 27.4 32.2 24.6
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Table 11. Median and mean duration of marriage at time of decree by number of this marriage of husband and wife: Divorce-registration

area, 1970-86
[Based on sample data]

Number of marriage of husband Number of marriage of wife
Remarriage Remarriage
Third Number of Third Number of
All First Second  marriage marriage First Second  marriage marriage
Year marriages  marriage  Total' marriage  ormore  notslaled marrlage Total'! marriage ormore  not staled
Median duration In years
1986 . ... ... L. 6.9 7.9 5.1 55 3.9 6.9 7.9 5.0 55 3.6 6.9
1985 ... ... 6.8 8.0 4.9 54 3.7 6.5 8.0 4.8 54 35 6.5
1984 ... .. ... ... ... 6.9 8.3 48 5.2 3.6 6.5 8.2 4.7 6.2 3.4 6.5
1983 . ... . 7.0 8.4 4.8 52 3.6 6.6 8.4 4.7 52 3.3 6.6
1982 . ... 7.0 8.2 4.6 5.0 3.4 6.8 8.2 4.5 5.0 3.2 6.9
1981 . ... . 7.0 8.1 4.5 4.9 3.3 6.8 8.0 4.4 4.9 3.1 6.8
1980 ... .. ... ... ... 6.8 7.8 44 4.8 3.2 6.6 7.7 4.4 4.8 3.2 6.6
1979 ... 6.8 7.8 44 4.8 3.3 6.6 7.7 44 4.8 3.0 6.7
1978 ... .. ... Lo 6.6 75 4.3 4.6 3.2 6.3 75 4.3 4.7 3.0 6.4
1977 . . e 6.6 7.5 4.6 4.8 35 6.4 7.4 4.6 49 34 6.4
1976 . ... L 6.5 7.3 45 4.8 35 6.1 7.3 4.5 4.9 3.4 6.2
1975 ... oo 6.5 7.3 45 4.8 3.6 6.4 7.2 4.5 5.0 3.2 6.4
1974 . ... oo 6.5 7.3 4.6 5.0 3.6 6.4 7.2 46 5.0 3.5 6.5
1973 . ... e 6.6 75 4.6 4.9 3.7 6.3 7.5 4.8 5.2 3.6 6.3
1972 ... 6.7 7.5 4.7 5.0 3.8 6.2 7.4 4.8 6.2 3.7 6.3
1971 ... 6.7 7.6 49 52 38 6.5 7.5 4.9 5.4 3.7 6.5
1970 . ... 6.7 7.6 48 5.1 3.9 6.5 7.6 4.9 53 3.8 6.5
Mean duration in years
1986 . ... ... ... 9.6 10.7 6.7 7.2 53 9.4 107 6.7 7.2 5.0 9.5
1985 . ....... ... ... 95 10.7 6.7 7.2 5.1 9.2 10.7 6.6 7.1 49 9.2
1984 . ... .. L 9.5 10.8 6.5 7.0 5.1 9.1 10.8 6.5 7.0 4.8 9.2
1983 . ... . 9.6 10.8 6.6 7.0 5.1 9.1 10.8 6.5 7.0 49 9.2
1982 . ... ... L 9.4 10.5 6.4 6.9 4.8 9.3 10.5 6.3 6.8 4.7 9.3
1981 ... ... L 9.3 10.4 6.3 6.7 4.9 9.1 10.4 6.3 6.7 4.7 9.2
1980 . ....... ... .. 9.2 10.2 6.2 6.6 4.8 9.2 10.2 6.3 6.8 47 8.2
1979 . ... L oL 9.3 10.3 6.3 8.7 5.0 9.1 10.2 6.3 6.8 4.7 9.2
1978 ... ... 9.1 10.1 6.3 6.7 49 8.9 10.1 6.3 6.7 4.6 9.0
1977 ..o 9.2 10.2 6.5 6.9 53 9.0 10.1 6.6 7.0 5.1 9.1
1976 . ... ... ... 9.2 10.1 6.5 7.0 5.2 8.9 10.1 6.6 7.0 5.2 9.0
1976 ... .. 9.2 10.0 6.7 71 5.4 9.1 10.0 6.8 7.3 5.1 9.1
1974 ... ... oL 9.3 10.1 6.8 7.2 5.2 9.3 10.1 6.8 7.2 52 9.4
1973 ... 9.4 10.3 6.9 7.3 5.6 9.2 10.3 7.0 76 5.2 9.3
1972 ... e 9.5 10.3 71 7.5 5.8 9.2 10.3 7.1 7.6 5.6 9.3
1971 ... 9.5 10.4 71 7.6 5.6 9.4 10.4 7.2 7.7 5.4 94
1970 . ... ... 9.5 10.4 74 7.4 59 9.4 10.4 7.1 7.7 55 95

Yincludes remarried, number not stated.
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Table 12. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by duration of marriage to decree, and median and mean duration of
marriage to decree: Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1986

[Based on sample data]

Less than 14 59 10-14 15-19 20-24 25 years
Area Tolal 1 ysar years yaars years years yoars and over Median Mean
Percent distribution Years
Divorce-registrationarea . . . .. ...... 100.0 38 33.6 26.9 14.6 9.3 57 6.2 6.9 9.6
Alabama. . . ... .o v vt v e 100.0 10.3 38.1 23.6 11.6 7.2 5.1 4.1 53 8.0
Alaska . .. ....c it it e e 100.0 59 43.7 27.4 11.0 6.2 3.4 24 5.0 71
Connmecticut . . ................. 100.0 1.6 20.7 26.2 15.7 1.3 7.9 7.6 8.0 10.8
Delaware. . . .. ... .o v v ienn 100.0 2.3 33.5 26.4 141 11.3 6.5 59 7.3 9.9
Districtof Columbia . . . ........... 100.0 1.2 32.5 28.0 15.1 9.9 6.0 7.4 7.4 10.3
Georgia ... ... i e 100.0 6.9 39.1 25.8 1.7 7.1 5.1 4.3 5.6 8.1
Hawall . ........0ivivivnnen. 100.0 3.4 37.1 28.6 139 8.2 45 43 6.3 8.7
Idaho. . ..ot ii it 100.0 6.9 38.2 27.8 1.3 7.1 4.4 4.3 5.6 8.1
MiNOIS. « . v v e i it e e 100.0 4.2 34.7 26.5 14.3 8.0 55 59 6.6 9.3
lowa. . ..o vt e e 100.0 26 33.7 273 15.4 8.9 6.1 6.1 7.0 97
Kansas............ccvveennnn 100.0 6.7 39.9 26.3 12.2 6.9 3.8 4.3 5.5 8.0
Kentucky. . .« o v vv e et i vi e 100.0 7.4 38.3 24.4 13.3 75 4.2 4.8 57 8.3
Maryland. . . ............. .. ... 100.0 0.4 24.4 30.5 17.4 11.6 7.4 8.5 8.8 11.5
Massachusefts . . .. ............. 100.0 0.5 253 28.3 17.4 11.7 7.1 8.7 8.8 11.4
Michigan. . ... ................ 100.0 3.0 31.3 274 15.1 10.7 59 6.6 7.5 10.0
Missourt ... ............ ... 100.0 4.7 37.3 26.1 13.5 8.1 5.0 5.4 6.1 8.8
Montama............cconvunn. 100.0 6.1 36.9 25.9 14.4 8.0 4.4 43 6.0 85
Nebraska . ..........ccvuenenn 100.0 28 34.5 27.6 13.4 105 56 56 6.9 9.6
NewHampshire . ............... 100.0 1.8 32.8 275 15.0 10.6 6.3 59 7.3 10.0
NewYork .........ccoveuennn. 100.0 21 34.0 25.0 15.1 10.1 6.4 7.4 7.3 10.2
(0.3 100.0 4.3 33.8 28.2 14.2 8.7 47 6.1 6.7 9.3
Ooregon. ... v e ettt i e e, 100.0 34 329 29.3 15.0 9.0 5.1 53 6.9 9.3
Pennsylvania . . ... ........cc.... 100.0 1.3 26.6 275 17.0 113 7.9 85 8.7 11.3
Rhodelsland .. ................ 100.0 0.7 29.0 28.7 16.6 11.4 6.4 7.2 8.2 10.7
SouthCarolina. . .......o0veveen 100.0 1.8 31.7 29.0 15.8 10.1 5.6 6.0 7.4 9.9
SouthDakota.................. 100.0 35 37.7 26.5 14.1 8.5 45 52 6.3 8.9
TONNesses. . . .. .. .. ih i i 100.0 7.8 37.0 24.6 13.0 7.7 4.2 5.6 5.7 85
[ 2 100.0 7.0 38.6 255 13.1 79 39 4.1 5.6 8.1
Vermont . .................... 100.0 0.3 29.9 29.6 16.5 10.5 7.1 6.2 7.8 10.5
Viginia, . . ................... 100.0 0.7 30.0 29.1 16.3 10.4 6.8 6.7 7.9 10.5
Wisconsin . . ......... .. .. 100.0 1.3 31.1 28.8 15.6 10.4 6.2 6.5 7.6 10.3
Wyoming. . . .........verenen 100.0 6.5 39.9 26.8 13.2 71 3.4 3.2 55 7.7

1Medians and means computed on data by single years of duration.

Table 13. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by petitioner, according to presence of children at time of decree:

Divorce-registration area, 1975-86
{Based on sample data]

All divorces and annulments’® Children present Children not present

Husband Husband Husband

Year Tolal*  Husband  Wife  andwife  Tolai*  Husband Wife andwife  Tolal?  Husband Wie  and wife
1986. .. .- 100.0 326 61.5 59 100.0 28.4 65.7 59 100.0 37.3 56.9 58
1985. ... .. .0 100.0 32.4 61.8 57 100.0 28.6 65.9 55 100.0 36.8 57.3 5.9
1984. . ............ 100.0 32.3 61.7 6.0 100.0 28.5 65.7 57 100.0 36.6 57.2 6.3
1983. . ... i 100.0 31.8 62.1 6.1 100.0 28.0 65.9 6.0 100.0 36.0 57.8 6.2
1882. . ... ... 100.0 31.3 62.5 6.2 100.0 27.2 66.8 6.0 100.0 35.7 57.6 6.7
1981.......... e 100.0 30.5 63.1 6.3 100.0 27.0 67.2 58 100.0 34.5 58.3 71
1980, . ......0000 100.0 30.2 63.4 6.3 100.0 26.9 67.0 6.1 100.0 34.2 59.0 6.7
1979, ... oo i i 100.0 29.8 63.7 6.5 100.0 26.2 67.6 6.1 100.0 34.2 58.7 71
1978, .. 0 i i 100.0 29.6 63.5 6.8 100.0 264 €67.4 6.2 100.0 33.6 58.7 7.7
1977 . oo 100.0 30.2 64.8 5.0 100.0 26.4 68.8 4.8 100.0 34.6 60.1 53
1976. . .. ..o e 100.0 20.4 65.4 4.6 100.0 25.7 69.6 4.4 100.0 33.9 60.5 5.1
1975, . . i 100.0 294 67.2 2.8 100.0 25.6 71.4 26 100.0 34.2 62.0 3.2

lincludes cases where presence of children is not stated.
2includes cases in the category “other person” as petitioner.
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Technical notes
Definitions

Divorces include absolute divorces,
annulments, and dissolutions of mar-
riage. Data are tabulated by State
where the decree was granted, not by
State of residence. For the petitioner,
however, State of residence is defined
as the State where decree was granted,
regardless of usual residence. Date of
divorce is defined as the date the de-
cree was granted.

Sources of data

Nationwide counts

Data in tables 1 and 2 come from
the number of divorce decrees reported
annually by States and counties to the
National Center for Health Statistics
(NCHS). When divorces are not re-
ported for counties, the following crite-
ria are applied for the data shown in
table 2:

1. The State totals are published as
reported even when there are
nonreporting counties.

2. If the population of nonreporting
areas in the latest available cen-
sus is less than 1 percent of the
State population, the State total
does not have a footnote to indi-
cate that the data are incom-
plete.

3. If the population of nonreporting
areas is 1.0-9.9 percent of the
State population, data for the
State and division have the foot-
note “Data are incomplete.”
Rates are computed and no esti-
mates are made for the missing
data.

4. If the population of nonreporting
arcas is 10 percent or more of
the State population, the State
and division totals have the foot-
note “Data are incomplete,” and
the divorce rate is not computed.
Estimates are made for inclusion
in the totals for the region and
for the United States, and rates
are computed. Figures for the
region and United States have
the footnote “Figures include
estimates.”

Sample data

Information about the characteris-
tics of divorcing couples is available
only from States that participate in the
divorce-registration area (DRA). Data
in tables 3-13 come from a probability
sample of divorce records from the
States participating in the DRA. The
DRA has expanded from 28 States in
1970 to 31 States and the District of
Columbia in 1986. About 49 percent of
the divorces in the United States in
1986 took place in the DRA.

Divorce sample

The probability sample of divorce
records for 1986 was selected by using
five different sampling rates. For the
District of Columbia and for each State
in the DRA, either 5, 10, 20, 50, or 100

percent of the divorce records were
included. Sampling rates were selected
so that the expected sample would con-
tain at least 2,500 records for each
State. This criterion required 100 per-
cent sampling for Alaska, Delaware,
the District of Columbia, Hawaii,
Montana, New Hampshire, South
Dakota, and Wyoming. One hundred
percent of the divorce records also
were included for eight additional
States—Illinois, Missouri, Nebraska,
New York, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, Vermont, and Virginia.
These States supplied State-coded data
tapes of 100 percent of their divorce
records through the Vital Statistics Co-
operative Program.

The table on this page shows sam-
pling errors for estimates that consti-
tute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent

Sampling error of estimated percent: Divorce-registration area, 1976, 1985, and 1986, and

each registration Siate, 1986

[Figures for Alaska, Delaware, District of Columbia, Hawalii, llinois, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New
Hampshirs, New York, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, and Wyoming have
no sampling errors In 1985 or 1986 because all records were tabulated]

Sampling error of estimated percent

Area and year 10r99 10 or 90 250r75 50
Divorce-registration area
1986. ... ... . . 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1
1985. .. ... . 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1
1976 . .. .. o e 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2
Reglstration State, 1986

Alabama. . ................. 0.2 0.6 0.8 0.9
Alaska. .. ......... . 0.
Connecticut. . . .............. 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
Delaware . .. ...............
District of Columbia. . . ......... s v vee e
Georgia. . ................. 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Hawall. .. .................
Idaho. . . . ................. 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.6
Winois .. ..................
lowa . ... 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
Kansas. .. ................. 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.4
Kentucky . ................. 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
Maryland . .. ............... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Massachuselts. .. ............ 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
Michigan . . ................ 0.1 0.5 0.7 0.8
Missouri. . .................
Montana, . ... ..............
Nebraska . .................
NewHampshire . . . ...........
NewYork. .................
Ohio . ......oovviii.. 0.2 06 0.8 1.0
Oregon . .................. 0.2 0.5 0.7 08
Pennsylvania. . .. ............ 0.1 0.5 0.7 0.8
Rhodelsland. . ..............
SouthCarolina. .. ............
SouthDakota ...............
Tennessee . . ............... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.9
Uah . ........ ... ........ 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.5
Vermont. . .................
Virginia .. ... L.
Wisconsin. .. ............... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Wyoming . .................
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of the annual divorce totals. These sam-
pling errors are shown for the DRA for
1976, 1985, and 1986 and for the
District of Columbia and each DRA
State for 1986.

Estimates of children involved
in divorce

To make the national estimates of
children involved in divorce, shown in
table 3, it was assumed that the average
number of children per decree for the
United States was the same as the
average in the DRA. This average was
multiplied by the national divorce total
to estimate the national number of chil-
dren involved in divorce. For 1950-59
the average number of children per
decree was calculated using data from
all reporting States; for 1960, from a
nationwide sample; for 1961-69, from

16 States; and, thereafter, from all
DRA States.

Computation of rates, percent
distributions, medians, and
means

Divorce rates for 1986 are based
on populations estimated as of July 1,
1986. (1,2) Percent distributions, means,

1U.S. Bureau of the Census. State population
and household estimates, with age, sex, and
components of change: 1981-87. Current Pop-
ulation Reports; series P-25, no. 1024. Wash-
ington: U.S. Government Printing Office. 1988.

2Unpublished estimates by marital status pre-
pared by the U.S. Bureau of the Census con-
sistent with United States population estimates
by age, sex, and race: 1980 to 1987. Current
Population Reports; series P-25, no. 1022.
Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office.
1988.

U, S,GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:1989-241-231:80029

and medians exclude cases for which
the pertinent information (number of
children, duration of marriage, or age)
is not stated. Mean and median age at
marriage and at decree, and mean and
median duration of marriage were
computed using ungrouped data.

The mean and the median are
measures of central tendency. The
mean is computed by summing the val-
ues of the item under consideration and
dividing this sum by the number of
observations included. The median is
the middle value of a set of observa-
tions that have been arranged in order
of magnitude. There are equal numbers
of observations above and below the
median.
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This report represents summary tabulations from the final divorce statistics for 1986.
More detailed tabulations for 1986 will be published in Vital Statistics of the United States,
Volume III—Marriage and Divorce. Prior to the publication of that volume, the National
Center for Health Statistics will respond to requests for unpublished data whenever
possible.
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