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Advance Report of Final Divorce Statistics, 1984

Divorces and divorce rates

More couples divorced in the United States in 1984 than
in 1983, and the divorce rate rose slightly. In 1984, 1,169,000
couples divorced, about 1 percent more than the 1,158,000
couples who divorced in 1983 (table 1). The divorce rate per
1,000 total population rose from 4.9 in 1983 to 5.0 in 1984.

There was also an increase in the divorce rate when the

opulation on which the rate is based is restricted to married
men, that is, women truly at risk of divorce. The divorce

e per 1,000 married women 15 years of age and older was
1.5 in 1984, about 1 percent above the rate for 1983 (21.3).
This divorce rate has exceeded 20 per 1,000 each year since
1974. Thus, over 2 percent of married women divorce annually.

The long-term trend in the number of divorces and the
divorce rate has been upward (figure 1). Two peaks are evident
for these measures. The first peak occurred in 1946, soon after
World War II, when the number of divorces reached 610,000
and the divorce rate reached 4.3 per 1,000 total population
(table 1), The second, higher peak occurred at the beginning of
this decade. The number of divorces peaked at 1,213,000 in
1981 and the divorce rate peaked at 5.3 per 1,000 population
in 1979 and 1981. Since 1981 the divorce rate has fluctuated
between 4.9 and 5.0. The trend in the divorce rate per 1,000
married women 15 years and older was similar. This rate
peaked at 17.9 in 1946 and reached a second peak of 22.8 in
1979.

In 1984, divorce rates were lowest in the Northeast Re-
gion and highest in the West Region (table 2). The divorce rate
per 1,000 population was 3.6 in the Northeast, 4.4 in the Mid-
west, 5.5 in the South, and 6.0 in the West. Between 1983 and
1984 the divorce rate was unchanged in the Northeast, fell
slightly in the Midwest and South, and rose in the West.

Among States, divorce rates ranged from a low of 3.0 in

assachusetts to a high of 15.2 in Nevada. In a majority of
iates, divorce rates fell between 1983 and 1984. Among the
States and the District of Columbia which had complete

and comparable data for both years, the divorce rate fell in 27
States, rose in 9 States, and remained the same in 7 States and
the District of Columbia. Vermont and Georgia reported the
largest decreases. The divorce rate dropped 10 percent in Ver-
mont (from 4.9 to 4.4), and 9 percent in Georgia (from 5.8 to
5.3). Among the nine States where the divorce rate rose, New
Jersey, Kansas, and Florida reported the largest increases. The
divorce rate rose 6 percent in New Jersey and Kansas, from
3.6 to 3.8 in New Jersey and from 5.0 to 5.3 in Kansas. The
divorce rate rose 5 percent in Florida, from 6.6 to 6.9.

Overall, divorce rates were higher in 1984 than they had
been a decade earlier. For the United States the 1984 divorce
rate of 5.0 was 9 percent higher than the 1974 rate (4.6).
Among the 42 reporting areas with complete and comparable
data for 1974 and 1984, 30 areas had higher divorce rates in
1984, 11 had higher rates in 1974, and 1 had the same rate in
both years. The West was the only region where the divorce
rate was lower in 1984 than in 1974,

Data for the preceding discussion come from reports (pro-
vided annually by the 50 States and the District of Columbia)
of the number of divorces. For the following discussion of
children involved in divorce, ages at divorce and at marriage,
and duration of marriage, detailed information on the character-
istics of divorcing couples comes from the 31 States in the
divorce-registration area (DRA). About 48 percent of the di-
vorces in the United States took place in DRA States in 1984.

Children involved in divorce

Each year parents of over a million children divorce. In
1984, 1,081,000 children under 18 years of age were affected
by divorce (table 3). The number of children involved in di-
vorce has exceeded 1 million every year since 1971, peaking at
1,181,000 in 1979 (figure 2).

The average number of children per decree granted has
generally been falling since 1964 when it peaked at 1.36. By
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Figure 1. Divorce rates: United States, 1925—84

1984 this measure had fallen to 0.92 children per decree, the
same average as in 1955. In contrast, the number of children
involved in divorce per 1,000 children under 18 years of age
continued to rise until 1981. This rate rose from 6.1 in 1951 to
18.7 in 1981 and fell back to 17.2 in 1984.

Children’s involvement in divorce varied by State. The
average number of children per decree ranged from 0.79 in
Maryland and Tennessee to 1.22 in Vermont (table 4). The
rate per 1,000 children under 18 years of age ranged from 11.8
in Maryland to 24.6 in Wyoming,.

A majority of divorcing couples in the DRA had at least
one child under age 18 years at the time of the decree. Twenty-
six percent had one child, 20 percent had two children, and 8

percent had three or more children, while 47 percent had no
children (table 5). The percent of divorcing couples with no
children ranged from 37 percent in Nebraska to 52 percent in
New York and Tennessee,

Age

In general, divorce rates decreased with age. In 1984
among married women in the DRA, divorce rates were highest,
45.5 per 1,000, at ages 1519 years (table 6). Divorce rates fell
steadily for each successive age group. Women age 35-39

years were only half as likely to divorce as teenage women,
women age 45-49 years were only one-quarter as likely
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Figure 2. Divorces and children involved: United States, 1950-84

divorce. Among married men, the divorce rate was highest
(48.2) for ages 20—24 years, even higher than the rate for teen-
agers (42.9). Rates fell steadily with age thereafter.
For the United States, the divorce rate for married women
age 15 years and over rose from 21.3 to 21.5 between 1983
and 1984, but for the DRA, the rate dropped from 18.9 to
18.8. For men in the DRA, the rate dropped from 19.3 to 19.2
(table 6). Between 1983 and 1984 there were only minor
changes, and no clear trend, in the divorce rates calculated for
specific 5-year age groups. Rates fell for 11 of the age groups,
stayed the same for 1 group (men age 5054 years), and rose
or the remaining 10 age groups.
‘ The divorce rate for married men age 15 years and over

as higher than for married women age 15 years and over.

This inconsistency arose because fewer men than women were
reported as married in the U.S. Bureau of the Census popula-
tion estimates that were used to calculate divorce rates. Thus
the same number of divorces, 567,783 for the DRA in 1984,
was divided by a smaller base population for men than for
women.

The average age at divorce remained nearly steady for
both sexes between 1974 and 1980 and then began to rise. For
men the average (mean) age rose from 35.1 years in 1980 to
36.2 in 1984 (table 7). For women the average age rose from
32.4 years in 1980 to 33.6 in 1984. Between 1974 and 1984
the percent of persons divorcing at ages 30-44 years grew
while the percent divorcing before age 25 years decreased. The
percent of divorces granted to older couples was small and-
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fluctuated very little during the decade. In both 1974 and
1984, 1.6 percent of divorcing men and 0.8 percent of divorcing
women were 65 years of age and over.

The average (mean) age at which divorcing spouses had
been married rose after 1980, from 25.9 to 26.7 years for men
and from 23.3 to 24.1 years for women (table 8). The percent of
divorces in which the husband had married while a teenager
fell from 19.5 in 1974 to 14.9 in 1984; the percent of divorces
in which the wife had married while a teenager fell from 43.8 in
1974 to 34.0 in 1984.

The average ages at marriage and divorce varied among
States in 1984 (table 9). Men in Wyoming divorced at the
youngest average age (34.4 years), and men in Massachusetts
divorced at the oldest average age (37.9 years). Women in
South Dakota and Wyoming divorced at the youngest average
age (31.8), and women in Massachusetts divorced at the oldest
average age (35.3 years). Divorcing men in South Carolina
had married at the youngest average age (25.7 years) and in
Idaho at the oldest average age (28.3 years). Divorcing women

had married at the youngest average age in Pennsylvania and
South Carolina (23.2 years) and at the oldest average age in

Oregon (25.5 years). ’

In 1984 divorcing couples had been married 9.5 years on
average, the same average as in 1970 (table 10). Average
duration fell to 9.1 years between 1970 and 1978, rose to a
peak of 9.6 years in 1983, and dropped back to 9.5 years in
1984. Among DRA States in 1984, the average (mean) dura-
tion of marriage ranged from 7.3 years in Wyoming to 11.9
years in Massachusetts (table 11). The largest percent of di-
vorces were granted to couples married 1-4 years (33.6 per-
cent). Only 4.2 percent of the divorces in the DRA were
granted within 1 year of marriage. Alabama reported the largest
percent of divorces granted within 1 year of marriage (10.6
percent) while Maryland, Massachusetts, Vermont, and Vir-
ginia reported less than 1 percent.

Duration of dissolving marriages




Table 1. Divorces and annulments and rates: United States, 1940-84

[Data refer only to events occurring within the United States. Alaska included beginning 1959 and Hawaii beginning 1960. Rates per 1,000 population enumerated as
of April 1 for census years and estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Rate per 1,000—

Divorces Married
and Total women 15
Year annuiments population years and over

OB e e e e e e e e e e, 1,169,000 5.0 21.5
R - 2 1,158,000 4.9 21.3
LRS- 7 1,170,000 5.0 21.7
1S 2= 1,213,000 5.3 22.6
S 0 N 1,189,000 52 22.6
B 45 1,181,000 5.3 22.8
L 4 > O 1,130,000 5.1 21.9
L 7 2 U 1,081,000 5.0 21.1
= 7 < T 1,083,000 5.0 21.1
= 45 T 1,036,000 4.8 20.3
= Rt 977,000 4.6 19.3
22 O 915,000 4.3 18.2
L= 17 27 845,000 4.0 17.0
L 1 773,000 3.7 15.8
S 7 A 708,000 3.5 14.9
OB Lttt it e e et e e e a e ettt s 639,000 3.2 13.4
12 12 584,000 2.9 125
5= T A 523,000 2.6 11.2
IR L 499,000 2.5 10.9
5L 479,000 2.5 10.6
L 7 450,000 2.4 10.0
RS 5 2 AN 428,000 2.3 9.6
2= 413,000 2.2 9.4
LI L 414,000 2.3 9.6
1080 it e e it ettt it et e e e 393,000 2.2 9.2
LIRS = 395,000 2.2 9.3
12 L 368,000 21 8.9
L= 2 381,000 2.2 9.2

L2 1T 382,000 23 9.4
LI 11 Z G 377,000 2.3 9.3
RS L 373,000 2.4 9.5
21 O 390,000 2.5 9.9
21 392,000 25 10.1
LI =2 381,000 25 9.9
11 385,000 2.6 10.3
LIRS L5 O 397,000 2.7 10.6
IR 2 408,000 2.8 11.2
1 L N 483,000 3.4 13.6
RS 1 610,000 4.3 17.9
T4 e et e ettt e 485,000 3.5 14.4
S 400,000 2.9 12.0
= X 359,000 2.6 11.0
S P 321,000 2.4 10.1
S P 293,000 2.2 9.4

LS P 264,000 2.0 8.8
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Table 2. Divorces and divorce rates: United States, each region, division, and State, 1974, 1983, and 1984

[Data are counts of decrees granted {including reported annulments and dissolutions of marriage), supplied by States except as noted. Figures for the divorce-registration
States differ from those based on sample data shown in tables 4 and 5. Rates per 1,000 population in each area estimated as of July 1]

Number Rate
Region, division, and State 1984 71883 1974 1984 7983 1974
United States. . ......... . 1,169,000 1,158,000 977,000 5.0 4.9 4.6
Regions:
Northeast. . .. ..o i i e 179,000 178,000 146,000 3.6 3.6 3.0
MiIWESEE . e 263,000 268,000 250,000 4.4 4.6 4.3
SOUth . L e e 447,000 444,000 348,000 5.5 5.6 5,1 ¢
WSt o o 280,000 268,000 233,000 6.0 5.8 6.2
Northeast:
NewEngland. ....... ... . i 45,620 47,364 340,034 3.6 3.8 33.3
Middle Atlantic . ........... e 133,479 130,951 106,457 3.6 3.5 2.9
Midwest:2
East NorthCentral®. . .............................. 189,253 192,889 185,708 4.5 4.7 4.5
West North Central. .. ...t e e 74,148 74,642 64,086 4.2 4.3 38
South:
South Atlantic.......... i i 205,944 206,175 159,874 5.2 5.3 4.7
EastSouthCentral ........... ... ... ... ... 385,072 384,966 70,505 35.7 35,7 5.2
WestSouth Central®. ... ... ... .. ... .00viiiiinn.. 162,319 152,701 115,935 * 5.9 *
West:
Mountain ., ...t e e e 86,009 87,886 66,867 6.9 7.1 7.0
Pacific ... e 194,360 179,708 165,722 5.7 5.3 5.9
New England:
Maine. ... o e 5,809 5,955 4,876 5.0 5.2 4.6
New Hampshire. .. ... ... ... i 4,949 4,805 4,051 5.1 5.0 5.0
VEIMONt, L o e e e 2,334 2,675 31,623 4.4 4.9 33.4
Massachusetts. . . ... e 17,123 18,477 16,116 3.0 3.2 2.8
Rhodelsland...... ... ... .. i, 3,642 3,625 2,622 3.8 3.7 2.6
CoNNECHiCUL. . oottt e 11,763 12,027 10,846 3.7 3.8 3.5
Middle Atlantic:
New York. ..o e e 64,634 64,160 54,015 3.6 3.6
NEW JeIsSeY . .ottt et 28,470 26,641 19,870 3.8 3.6 2¥
Pennsylvania............c i, 40,375 40,150 32,572 3.4 3.4 2.7
East North Central:
ORiO . o e e 353,433 354,111 49,239 35.0 35.0 4.6
tndiana® . ... . 32,701 33,898 333,908 59 8.2 3.3
HNOTS .t e 48,910 50,388 48,361 4.2 4.4 4.3
Michigan .. ... e 37.584 37,991 41,850 4.1 4.2 4.6
WiSCONSIN . .ot e e 16,625 16,501 12,350 3.5 3.5 2.7
West North Central:
MiNNesota . . ... e 14,758 14,817 12,237 3.5 3.6 3.1
oW . o e 10,509 10,588 9,480 3.6 3.6 3.3
MiSSOUN . « ot et e e e e e e e 24,826 25,904 22,088 5.0 5.2 4.6
North Dakota. .......oiii e e e 2,249 2,336 1,688 3.3 3.4 2.5
SouthDakota. . .....cooiun i i it 2,498 2,556 2,016 3.5 3.7 3.0
Nebraska ......... oot e 6,403 6,234 5,193 4.0 3.9 3.4
Kansas. .. ..ovi i e 12,905 12,207 11,484 5.3 5.0 5.1
South Atlantic:
DElaware . ..o e e e 2,907 3,060 2,354 4.7 5.0 4.0
Maryland . ... e 16,134 16,273 15,070 3.7 3.8 3.6
Districtof Columbia ............ ... .. ... i, 3,057 3,051 3,176 4.9 4.9 4.4
Virginia. o oo s 24,705 25,482 16,704 4.4 4.6 3.4
WestVirginia. . ... i 9,629 10,113 7176 4.9 5.2 4.0
North Carolina. .. ........ i, 29,601 30,099 20,049 4.8 5.0 3.7
South Carolina. .. ... i i 13,674 13,601 8,816 4.1 4.2 3.1
GBOIgia . ot e e 30,905 33,270 26,918 5.3 5.8 5.4
Florida . . ..o e e 75,332 71,226 59,611 6.9 6.6 2
East South Central:
Kentucky . ... e 317,110 316,985 13,791 34.6 34.6 4.0
TOMNESSEE . o oottt et e e . 29,638 29,355 23,725 6.3 6.3 5.6
Alabama. .. .. 25,413 25,190 21,123 6.4 6.4 5.8
MiSSISSIPPL . oo e e 312,911 13,436 11,866 35.0 5.2 5.0

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 2. Divorces and divorce rates: United States, each region, division, and State, 1974, 1983, and 1984—Con.

[Data are counts of decrees granted (including reported annulments and dissolutions of marriage), supplied by States except as noted. Figures for the divorce-registration

States differ from those based on sample data shown in tables 4 and 5. Rates per 1,000 population in each area estimated as of July 1]

Number Rate
Region, division, and State 7984 7983 1974 71984 71983 1974
West South Central:
ATKANSESS. L . ittt e 15,337 15,681 15,840 6.5 6.7 7.5
Louisianad . ... e e 13,894 16,204 7.812 * 3.6 *
OKlahoma, . oot e e i e e e e 24,130 23,755 422,521 7.3 7.2 48.2
1= < - 98,958 97,061 69,762 6.2 6.2 5.7
Mountain:
MoOntana, . oo e e e e 4,355 4,561 3,240 5.3 5.6 5.3
Idaho .o i e 6,210 6,178 4,808 6.2 6.3 6.0
WYoming. ..o e e e 3,705 3,978 2,623 7.3 7.7 6.9
Colorado ... oii i i i e e 18,430 19,409 15,082 5.8 6.2 5.9
New MexiCo . ..ottt i ii e eiiann 511,216 11,822 7,863 57.9 8.5 7.0
PN -4 3 - 20,009 19,875 16,936 6.6 6.7 7.6
Utah. . i i i e e e 8,262 8,525 5,670 5.0 5.3 4.7
Nevada. . ..oit i i i i e e e 13,822 13,438 10,045 15.2 15.0 16.8
Pacific:
Washington. . ...ttt i i e ettt i e 27,138 27,503 23,909 6.2 6.4 6.7
[0 4T o1 3 T O 15,631 16,173 13,538 5.8 6.1 5.9
California. ...t i i i i e i i e §142,972 127,632 121,714 55.6 5.1 5.7
Y =13 3.850 3,918 2,450 7.7 8.1 7.1
Hawaii oo i e i e it 4,769 4,583 4,111 4.6 4.5 4.7

TFigure includes estimate.
2Formerly the North Central Region.
3pata are incomplete.

4Some counties reported divorce petitions filed rather than decrees granted.
SDivorce petitions filed rather than decrees granted.

SData include legal separations.

Table 3. Estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments, average number of children per decree, and rate per 1,000 children
under 18 years of age: United States, 195084

[Data refer to children under 18 years of age and only to events occurring within the United States. Beginning in 1960, estimated from frequencies based on sample
data; for 1950-59, estimated from total counts. For estimating method, see Technical notes. Population enumerated as of April 1 for census years and estimated as

of July 1 for all other years]

Estimated Average Rate per Estimated Average Rate per
number of numberof 1,000 children number of  numberof 1,000 children
children children under 18 children children under 18
Year involved per decree years of age Year involved per decree years of age
1984 . ..., . .ol 1,081,000 0.92 17.2 1966.........000ivnnn 669,000 1.34 9.5
1983 ...... i, 1,091,000 0.94 17.4 1965.........ccvienn 630,000 1.32 8.9
1982, ... 1,108,000 0.94 17.6 1964 ..., ... ..ol 613,000 1.36 8.7
1981 .. i 1,180,000 0.97 18.7 1963..... .. 562,000 1.31 8.2
1980.....cc0vivvi it 1,174,000 0.98 17.3 1962.........viun. 532,000 1.29 7.9
1979 . .. i 1,181,000 1.00 18.4 1961 .....ciiiinaan.. 516,000 1.25 7.8
1978 . .. i 1,147,000 1.01 17.7 1960......... .ot 463,000 1.18 7.2
1977 i 1,095,000 1.00 16.7 1959. ... . il 468,000 1.18 7.5
1976. .0t 1,117,000 1.03 16.9 1958....... ... ol 398,000 1.08 6.5
1975 .. i 1,123,000 1.08 16.7 1957 .o 379,000 0.99 6.4
1974 ... ..ol 1,099,000 1.12 16.2 1956 ..., 361,000 0.95 6.3
1973 . i 1,079,000 1.17 15.7 1965 ... i 347,000 0.92 6.3
1972 ... 1,021,000 1.20 14.7 1954 .. ... ... ... 341,000 0.90 6.4
1971 i 946,000 1.22 13.6 1983 ... iiiiii 330,000 0.85 6.4
1970 . el 870,000 1.22 12.5 1952 . ... ... 318,000 0.81 6.2
1969.... ...l 840,000 1.31 11.9 1951 .. i iiiie it 304,000 0.80 6.1
1968........0cvvvnnn 784,000 1.34 11.1 1950 ... . i 299,000 0.78 6.3
967 .. i 701,000 1.34 9.9
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Table 4. Number of divorces and annulments, estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments, average number of children
per decree, and rate per 1,000 children under 18 years of age: Divorce-registration area, 1984

[Refers to children under 18 years of age. Estimated from frequencies based on sample]

All Estimated Average Rate per 1,0

divorces number of number of children un

and children children 18 years
Area annulments involved per decree of age
Divorce-registration area . ...t 567,783 524,969 0.92 15.3
Alabama. . ... e 25,510 23,185 0.91 20.9
Alaska .ot e e 3,897 3,757 0.96 23.2
CONNECHICUL . o v vttt et e 11,708 10,658 0.91 14.3
D aWarE . L e e 2,960 2,820 0.95 18.2
GOOIgIA ottt e 33,320 26,959 0.81 16.5
Hawaii ..o 4,764 4,580 0.96 16.0
1daho? o 6,148 5,918 0.96 18.4
HHNOIS « o e 48,880 46,084 0.94 14.9
OWa . L e 10,508 11,759 1.12 15.0
KanSas . ot e e 12,945 12,472 0.96 19.1
KEentUCKY .ot e 17.135 14,856 0.87 14.4
Maryland . ... ... e 16,110 12,765 0.79 11.8
Massachusetts. . .. ... i i e 16,760 17,133 1.02 12.6
Michigan ... ..o e 37,620 37,610 1.00 15.1
MiSSOUN . .o e 24,860 22,698 0.91 17.3
MONtaNE. . . e e 4,367 4,352 1.00 18.4
Nebraska .. ... ... . 6,403 7,411 1.16 16.7
New Hampshire. . . ... i it i i e e e 4,942 5,030 1.02 20.0
New YorK. ..t e e 64,607 53,996 0.84 12.3
OO . e e e 53,300 50,359 0.94 17.5
LT T T o 15,625 15,100 0.97 21.3
Pennsylvania.......... ... . . 40,330 38,361 0.95 13.2
Rhode lsland. ... ... .. . . . 3,642 3,882 1.07 17.2
South Carolina. .. ...t i e e s 13,689 12,190 0.89 13.1
South Dakota. . ..ot e s 2,498 2,725 1.09 13.2
LI a YA LT T T Y 29,670 23,579 0.79 18.9
Utah .. e 8,212 9,565 1.16 15.3
VMMMt . ot e e e 2,354 2,865 1.22 20.6
Virginia. . e e e e 24,683 19,834 0.80 13.9
WiSCONSIN . ..o e e 16,635 18,534 1.11 14.5
VY OMINg . ot e e e e N 3,701 3,932 1.06 24.6

TThis State reports number of children affected by decree. ¥
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Table 5.

Number of divorces and annulments and percent distribution by number of children under 18 years of age involved: Divorce-registration
area and each registration State, 1984

[Based on sample data]

All Number of children under 18 years involved
divorces
and 5
Area annulments Total None 7 2 3 4 or more
Number Percent distribution

Divorce-registration area. ........c.uitin ittt i 567,783 100.0 46.5 255 18.9 6. 1.5 0.5
Alabama .. e e e 25,510 100.0 46.3 26.8 192 55 15 0.7
2 L] < 3,897 100.0 47.8 241 202 55 1.5 1.0
L7 o7 g 13- o7 £ T2 F 11,708 100.0 46.3 25.3 214 54 1.3 0.3
[T T T 2,960 100.0 449 258 21.29 57 1.3 0.3
L= - 33,320 100.0 51.3 24.5 182 44 1.4 0.5
Hawaii....... et et ettt e e et e 4,764 100.0 46.1 246 196 6.9 20 0.8
dahot . . e e e e 6,148 100.0 46.5 238 202 65 22 0.8
OIS . o e e e e e 48,880 100.0 46.0 254 196 6.6 1.8 0.6
[ 10,508 100.0 39.9 256 24.1 79 1.9 0.6
=T =7 K 12,945 100.0 44.4 259 212 68 1.4 0.3
KEMtUCKY . & ot e e e e 17,135 100.0 47.3 272 184 55 1.3 0.3
Maryland. . ..o e e 16,110 100.0 51.0 26.0 176 44 0.7 0.3
Massachusetts . . ..ttt i i i e e e i, 16,760 100.0 42.0 258 227 7.3 1.7 0.5
Michigan. .. ... e e e 37.620 1000 447 234 2241 7.3 20 0.5
-1 T 24,860 100.0 465 26.2 195 6.1 1.3 0.4
11100 1 1= o - 4,367 100.0 45.2 24.1 212 7.0 20 0.6
Nebraska. . ... i e e 6,403 100.0 37.0 266 240 95 20 0.9
New Hampshire . .. . ooi i i it i e i et e e e 4,942 1000 41.2 27.0 234 6.7 1.3 0.4
N YOI i e i e e e e 64,607 100.0 51.5 23.1 176 58 1.4 0.5
L 4 o T 53,300 100.0 45.2 264 202 6.1 1.7 0.4
[0 =T o 1 T 15,625 100.0 44.3 256 227 57 15 0.1
Pennsylvania. . ..ot i e e e 40,330 100.0 441 270 204 68 14 0.3
Rhode Island . ... ... i i i i i e i 3,642 100.0 425 25.7 224 7.0 1.7 0.7
South Caroling . . ..ot i i e e 13,689 100.0 46.1 27.6 19.1 57 1.1 0.3
outh Dakota .. ..o i e e e 2,498 100.0 39.7 26.1 238 80 1.8 0.4
LT 0 =T 29,670 100.0 51.8 254 17.0 43 1.1 0.4
13- | 8,212 100.0 39.8 247 204 94 34 2.3
VB MO L e e e 2,354 100.0 38.3 263 255 76 1.8 0.5
LA L= 1Y A 24,683 100.0 49.7 272 175 45 09 0.2
R4 =T e o3 3 1 o 16,635 100.0 38.3 256 254 8.1 1.9 0.6
R AT 22114 T 3,701 100.0 43.2 239 224 80 1.8 0.7

YThis State reports number of children affected by decree.
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Table 6. Divorces and divorce rates by age of men and women at time of decree: Divorce-registration area, 1983 and 1984

{Based on sample data. For sampling errors and a description of the divorce-registration area, see Technical notes. Rates per 1,000 married population in specified
group estimated as of July 1]

Men Women
Number Rate' Number Rate'

Age at time of decree 7984 7983 1984 1983 1984 1983 1984 7983
Allages............. .. ... ... 567,783 572,949 19.2 19.3 567,783 572,949 18.8 18.9
15-19vears® . ................... 2,727 2,846 42.9 43.3 11,179 12,554 45.5 48.1
20-24vyears.........ouiiiiii. .. 53,524 55,347 48.2 45.2 86,891 87,444 44.4 43.3
26-29vyears......... ... 105,819 107,728 37.6 40.0 116,531 118,878 35.0 35.7
30-34vyears..................... 104,709 106,047 31.7 32.4 99,034 98,023 28.1 27.7
36-39vyears..................... 86,748 83,668 27.1 27.3 77,501 75,291 23.5 23.9
40—44 years. ... i 59,895 57,911 22.0 21.5 49,570 47,782 18.5 18.2
45-49 vears............ ... .. ... 37,591 36,629 16.1 15.9 27,450 27,715 11.8 12.1
50-54vears............ . 23,707 24,141 10.7 10.7 16,121 16,108 7.4 7.3
B5-59vyears..................... 15,089 14,818 6.4 6.2 9,734 9,353 4.3 4.1
60-64 vyears..................... 8,463 8,430 4.0 3.9 5,164 5,154 2.7 2.8
65 yearsandover......,.......... 7,845 7,797 1.9 2.0 4,221 4,404 1.4 1.5
Notstated....................... 61,666 67,687 e ce 64,387 70,243

'Rates exclude data for Michigan, Ohio, and South Dakota. Prior to calculation of rates, figures for age not stated were distributed,
2|ncludes divorces of persons under 15 years of age.
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Table 7. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at time of decree, and median and mean ages: Divorce-
registration area, 1974-84

[Based on sample data]

ge of husband and wife at time of decree 7984 7983 7982 7981 1980 1979 71978 1877 1976 71975 1974

Husband Percent distribution
Allages .. .ooiiiiin et it 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0
Under20vyears..........ccovvnnunnn. 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.1
20-24¥Rars ...t e e 10.6 11.0 11.7 12.5 13.5 13.9 14.8 14.7 15.1 15.2 15.7
2529 years ...... it 20.9 21.3 22.0 22.8 23.4 23.8 24.3 24.0 24.8 25.1 24.2
30-34vyears.......chiiiii i 20.7 21.0 21.3 22.1 21.4 20.8 20.2 19.8 18.6 18.6 18.2
36-39vears . ......ciiiii i, 171 16.6 16.3 15.1 14.6 14.2 13.8 13.4 12.9 12.5 12.4
40-44 years .....ciiiiii it e 11.8 11.5 10.7 10.0 9.8 9.7 9.3 9.4 9.5 9.3 9.6
45-49vyears ...t 7.4 7.2 6.9 6.7 6.5 6.7 6.6 6.9 7.2 7.3 7.5
BO—Bd years ......covuiiiitiiiinnan, 4.7 4.8 4.6 4.6 4.4 4.5 4.5 4.8 4.9 5.1 5.2
B5-B8vyears........ ... i, 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.6 2.7 2.9 2.9 2.8 2.8
B0-64vyears.......coviiiiiiiinan., 1.7 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.7
65 yearsandover...............o.u.. 1.6 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.6
Age in years!
Medianage............ccovvviviiinnn. 343 34.0 33.6 33.1 32.7 32.5 32.0 324 32.3 32.2 32.2
Meanage........covivernniiiiiinn. 36.2 36.1 35.7 35.4 35.1 35.0 34.8 35.1 35.1 35.0 35.1
Wife Percent distribution

Allages...... ..ot iiiiiiniiann., 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0
Under20years......ovivienennnnnnnns 2.2 2.5 2.7 2.9 3.4 3.6 4.0 3.8 4.1 4.4 4.6
20-24 years .. ...t 17.3 17.4 18.6 19.5 20.8 21.2 22.7 22.3 22.4 225 23.0
25-29 YBAIS ..t i 23.1 23.6 241 24.8 24.6 24.8 24.6 24.5 25.1 25.2 24.3
30-34vyears.......iiiiiii i 19.7 19.5 19.9 20.2 19.4 18.7 179 17.9 16.7 16.3 16.1
36-39%vyears......iiiii i i 15.4 15.0 14.2 13.1 12.8 12.3 11.8 11.3 11.2 10.9 10.7
40-44 years . ...t e 9.8 9.5 8.8 8.2 7.7 7.9 7.5 7.7 7.8 7.6 7.9
45-49 vyears . ...ttt i 5.5 5.5 5.1 4.9 4.8 5.0 5.0 5.3 5.6 5.7 5.9
BO~B4dyears........cooiiiiiiiiiana., 3.2 3.2 3.1 3.1 341 3.1 3.3 3.4 3.5 3.6 3.6

5-B9vyears..........iiiiiiiian., 1.9 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.8 1.7 2.0 1.9 2.0 2.0

0—-64vyears .......oviiiiiii i, 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.9 1.0

Svyearsandover............... ... 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8

Age in years!

Medianage...........coiiiinnaunnn. 31.7 31.56 31.1 30.6 30.3 30.1 29.7 29.9 29.7 29.5 29.5
Meanage...........oiiivinnnnennnn. 33.6 33.5 33.1 32.7 324 32.3 321 324 32.3 32.3 32.3

"Medians and means computed on data by single years of age.
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Table 8. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at time of marriage, and median and mean ages: Divorce-

registration area, 1974-84

[Based on sample data)

Age of husband and wife at time of marriage 1984 7983 71982 1981 71980 7979 71978 1977 1976 1975 19
Husband Percent distribution
Allages.......... ... .. 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20wvears....................... 14.9 15.4 16.1 17.0 18.0 18.4 19.3 18.6 18.9 19.1 19.5
20-24 years ... 41.9 42.5 43.0 44.0 44.0 44.3 447 44.5 44.4 44.8 44.6
25-29years . ... 20.1 19.7 19.3 18.7 18.4 18.0 17.5 17.4 17.3 17.1 16.7
30-34 vyears ... 9.7 9.3 9.0 8.6 8.1 7.9 7.4 7.6 7.4 7.3 7.3
35-39vears . ... 5.4 5.1 5.0 4.6 4.5 4.3 4.1 4.2 4.3 4.2 4.2
40—44 years .. ... 3.1 3.2 3.0 2.8 2.8 2.7 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.7 2.9
45 yearsandover........... ..o, 4.9 4.7 4.7 4.5 4.2 4.3 4.1 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.8
Age in years'
Medianage.......................... 24.0 23.8 23.7 23.4 23.3 23.2 23.0 23.1 23.1 23.0 23.0
Meanage........ ..., 26.7 26.6 26.4 26.1 25.9 25.8 25.7 25.9 25.9 25.8 25.9
Wife Percent distribution
Allages . ..... ..o, 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 100.0
Under20vyears............ovvivnnn. 34.0 35.1 36.6 38.3 39.9 41.0 42.8 42.2 42.5 43.3 43.8
2024 y€ars .. ...t 36.4 36.3 36.2 35.9 35.5 35.1 34.2 34.0 33.8 33.7 33.3
25-29vyears........ i 13.8 13.3 12.7 121 11.4 11.0 10.5 10.7 10.3 9.9 9.9
30-34vears ... 6.8 6.7 6.2 5.8 5.6 5.4 5.0 5.2 5.2 4.8 4.8
35-39vears........ ... 4.0 3.7 3.6 3.2 3.1 3.1 2.8 3.0 3.1 3.0 2.9
40—44 years .. ... 2.1 2.1 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.0 2.1 2.1
45 yearsandover.......... ... ... 2.9 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.6 2.7 3.0 3.1 3.1 3.3
Age in years'

Medianage........... ... .. ..., 21.7 21,56 21.3 211 20.9 20.9 20.7 20.7 20.7 20.6 20.6
Meanage. ........ .. i, 241 24.0 23.8 23.5 23.3 23.2 23.1 23.3 23.3 23.2 23.2

TMedians and means computed on data by single years of age.
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Table 9. Mean ages of divorced husband and wife at time of marriage and at time of decree: Divorce-registration area and each registration
State, 1984

Based on sample data]

Mean age of husband Mean age of wife
At At At At

Area decree marriage decree marriage
DivOrce-registration @rea . .. ... .uuruu ettt et e e e 36.2 26.7 33.6 241
AlEDaMIA. ot e e e e e 35.3 27.5 32.2 24,5
ALBSKE L e e e 35.2 27.8 32.2 24.9
BN O UL . L ettt it e e e e e e e 37.6 26.8 35.1 24.2
DBlaWarE . . o e e e e 36.3 26.4 33.9 24.0
LT T o - 35.1 26.9 324 24.3
Hawaii .. e e e e e 35.9 27.5 33.1 24.8
IdaRo . L e e e e e e, 35.5 28.3 32.6 254
RS L v e e e e 36.1 26.9 33.4 24.2
o 35.1 25.8 32.7 23.4
T 7 T 34.9 27.1 32.1 24.4
KBt CKY & ot e e e e e e e 35.1 26.6 32.3 23.9
Manyland .. e e e e 37.2 26.2 34.8 23.7
MaSSaCUS IS L . .t i e e e 37.9 26.0 35.3 23.5
1] 3 - o 36.5 26.8 34.0 24.3
IS OUN . Lo e e e e e e 35.6 27.0 33.0 24.4
o gy - R 36.3 28.0 33.3 25.0
Nebraska . ... e 35.5 26.0 33.0 235
New Hampshire, ..ot i i i e e e 35.7 26.3 33.1 23.8
N W YOIk, e e e e e e 37.8 27.2 35.2 24.7
1€ 1 35.5 26.5 33.1 241
L6 - = o L4 IR 37.2 28.2 345 25.5
PNy IVaNIE . . e e e 37.0 25.8 34.3 23.2
Rhode Island. .. e e 37.2 26.1 34.6 23.6
SoUth Carolina. . v e e 35.6 25.7 33.0 23.2
SoUth Dakota. . oot e 345 25.8 31.8 23.3
LR L - 35.3 26.9 32.6 24.3
£ T 34.8 27.0 32.2 24.3
(L 36.9 26.2 34.3 23.7
VRN E L e 36.5 26.0 34.0 23.5
R4 =TT T3 T 36.2 25.8 33.6 23.3
R 2= 34.4 27.2 31.8 24,5

Table 10. Mean and median duration of marriage to decree: Divorce-registration area, 1970—-84

[Based on sample data]

Year Mean Median Year Mean Median

1884, . e 9.5 6.9 1976, i e 9.2 6.5
1983, e 9.6 7.0 1975 e 9.2 6.5
1882, i e 9.4 7.0 1974 . e, 9.3 6.5
108 e e e 9.3 7.0 1978 . i e e 9.4 6.6
1880. . o e 9.2 6.8 1872, e 9.5 6.7
1979, i e 93 6.8 1870 9.5 6.7
1078, e 9.1 6.6 1870, i e 9.5 6.7
1877 . e e 9.2 6.6
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Table 11. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by duration of marriage to decree, and median and mean duration of marriage to
decree: Divorce-registration area, 1984

[Based on sample data)

Under 1 -4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20 years

Area Total year years years years years or more Median Me
Percent distribution Years'

Divorce-registrationarea. .. ........... ... .. ... ... 100.0 4.2 33.6 25.7 15.4 9.5 11.6 6.9 9.5
Algbama. ..o 100.0 10.6 38.3 21.6 12.9 7.9 8.6 5.2 8.0
AlESKA. . 100.0 6.6 42,7 25.2 12.3 6.4 6.8 5.1 7.4
CONNECLICUL . o .ottt e e 100.0 1.9 29.5 24.9 16.4 12.4 15.0 8.4 10.9
Delaware . ..ot e 100.0 2.3 31.5 26.9 16.1 1.4 11.7 7.6 10.0
GBOPGIA. « o vttt e e e et 100.0 7.8 39.5 23.3 12.4 8.1 9.0 5.4 8.2
HEWEH © et 100.0 3.9 38.5 28.0 14.5 7.1 8.1 6.0 8.4
Idaho . 100.0 7.7 41.7 23.6 12.0 7.4 7.8 5.1 7.7
HHROIS ot e e e e 100.0 4.8 35.2 25.1 14.8 8.8 11.2 6.6 9.2
oW . o et e e e e e e 100.0 3.3 34.9 26.1 15.6 9.1 1.1 6.8 9.4
KNS . o ot e i e e 100.0 7.2 42.4 22.6 12.5 6.9 8.4 5.1 7.8
KentUCKY « .ot e e 100.0 7.5 36.6 24.9 13.9 7.4 9.7 5.9 8.5
Maryland .. ... e 100.0 0.5 23.6 29.3 18.8 12.3 15.56 9.3 11.6
Massachusetts. .. .....vtt it 100.0 0.4 22.1 28.1 20.3 124 16.8 9.9 11.9
Michigan . ... . e 100.0 3.4 31.3 26.8 16.3 9.8 12.4 7.4 10.0
MiSSOUIT . . ottt e e 100.0 5.8 38.4 24,8 13.6 7.8 9.7 5.8 8.6
MONtaNE. .\ ottt e e 100.0 7.6 39.2 23.1 13.7 7.2 9.3 5.5 8.3
Nebraska . ... oottt e e 100.0 3.1 35.3 26.3 14.7 8.8 11.8 6.8 9.5
New Hampshire. . ... .. .t 100.0 1.9 32.8 27.4 15.9 9.9 12.0 7.3 9.8
New York. ..o 100.0 2.2 30.4 25.4 17.1 10.6 14.3 8.1 10.6
[0 T 2 100.0 4.9 36.8 25.3 14.9 8.7 9.3 6.2 8.7
L0 =T T T 100.0 4.2 34.8 26.9 15.8 8.5 9.8 6.7 9.1
Pennsylvania .. ...t e 100.0 1.5 25.3 28.5 17.5 12.1 15.2 9.0 11.2
Rhodelsland .. .........ciiiiiieie i 100.0 1.1 28.0 27.6 16.1 11.6 15.6 8.4 1.1
SouthCarolina. . ... i e 100.0 2.1 32.5 27.2 16.3 10.4 11.5 7.4 9.9
South Dakota. .. oo e e 100.0 4.3 38.0 25.0 13.8 8.0 11.0 6.2 9.0
TENNESSEE - vttt et e e e 100.0 8.2 39.1 22.4 12.2 8.2 10.0 54 8.3
Utah...... S 100.0 7.0 40.3 25.4 12.0 6.9 8.4 5.4 7.
N BIMONt . o et e 100.0 0.5 29.4 26.9 18.5 11.2 13.5 8.5 10,
RV 11 T O 100.0 0.8 29.2 28.7 17.3 10.4 13.5 8.1 10.
WISCONSIN L. ot it e e e e e ns 100.0 1.6 29.8 27.5 17.1 10.9 13.1 7.8 10.4
WY OMING L et e e e 100.0 7.0 42.9 25.3 12.9 6.3 5.6 5.0 7.3

"Medians and means computed on data by single years of duration.
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Technical notes

Definitions
‘ Divorces include absolute divorces, annulments, and dis-

solutions of marriage. Data are tabulated by State where decree
was granted, not by State of residence. For the petitioner, how-
ever, State of residence is defined as State where decree was
granted, regardless of usual residence. Date of divorce is defined
as the date the decree was granted.

Sources of data

Nationwide counts

Data in tables 1 and 2 come from the number of divorce
decrees reported annually by States and counties to the Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics.

Sample data

Information about the characteristics of divorcing couples
is available only from States that participate in the divorce-
registration area (DRA). Data in tables 3~11 come from a
probability sample of divorce records from the 31 States that par-

jcipated in the DRA in 1984. In 1973-77, 29 States partici-

ated in the DRA; in 1978, 28 States participated; in 1979-
80, 30 States participated; and in 1981-84, 31 States partici-
pated. About 48 percent of the divorces in the United States
took place in DRA States in 1984,

Divorce sample

The probability sample of divorce records for 1984 was
selected by using five different sampling rates. For each State
in the DRA, either 3, 10, 20, 50, or 100 percent of the divorce
records were included. Sampling rates were selected so that the
expected sample would contain at least 2,500 records for each
State. This criterion required 100 percent sampling for Alaska,
Delaware, Hawaii, Montana, New Hampshire, South Dakota,
and Wyoming. One hundred percent of the divorce records
were included for eight additional States—Illinois, Missouri,
Nebraska, Néw York, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vemont,
and Virginia. These States supplied State-coded data tapes of
100 percent of their divorce records through the Vital Statistics
Cooperative Program.

The table on this page shows sampling errors for estimates
that constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the
annual divorce totals. These sampling errors are shown for the

RA for 1974, 1983, and 1984, and for each DRA State for
984.

Sampling error of estimated percent: Divorce-registration area, 1974,
1983, and 1984, and each registration State, 1984

[Figures for Alaska, Delaware, Hawaii, lllinois, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Istand, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Vermont, Virginia, and Wyoming have no sampling errors in 1984 because all
records were tabulated]

Sampling error of estimated percent

Area and year Tor98 100r90 250r75 50
Divorce-registration area
1984 (31 States).......... 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1
1983 (31 States}.......... 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2
1974 (29 States).......... 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2
Registration States, 1984

Alabama................. 0.2 0.6 0.8 0.9
Alaska...................
Connecticut.............. 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
Delaware ................
Georgia .........c..uu... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Hawaii ..................
Idaho ................... 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.6
Minois .................. c. Cee c..
lowa........... 0 .. 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
Kansas.................. 0.2 0.5 0.8 0.9
Kentucky ................ 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Maryland ................ 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Massachusetts. ........... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Michigan ................ 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Missouri.................
Montana.................
Nebraska ................
New Hampshire...........
New York................
Ohio.................... 0.2 0.6 0.8 0.9
Oregon.................. 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Pennsylvania............. 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
Rhode island.............
South Carolina............
South Dakota.............
Tennessee ............... 0.2 0.5 0.8 0.8
Utah.................... 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.6
Vermont.................
Virginia. .................
Wisconsin ............... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Wyoming................ . e

Estimates of children involved in divorce

To make the national estimates of children involved in
divorce, shown in table 3, it was assumed that the average
number of children per decree for the United States was the
same as the average in the DRA States. This average was
multiplied by the national divorce total to estimate the national
number of children involved in divorce. For 1950-59, the
average number of children per decree was calculated using
data from all reporting States; for 1960, from a nationwide
sample; for 196169, from 16 States; and, thereafter, from all
DRA States.
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Computation of rates, percent
distributions, medians, and means

Divorce rates for 1984 are based on populations estimated
as of July 1, 1984.1-2 Percent distributions, means, and medians
exclude cases for which the pertinent information (number of
children, duration of marriage, or age) is not stated. Mean and
median age at marriage and mean and median age at decree
were computed using ungrouped data.

1y.S. Bureau of the Census: State population estimates, by age and components
of change, 1980 to 1984. Current Population Reports. Series P-25, No. 970.
Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1985.

2Unpublishecl estimates by marital status prepared by the U.S. Bureau of the
Census consistent with State population estimates, by age and components of
change, 1980 to 1984. Current Population Reports. Series P-25, No. 970.
Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1985.

0.0

Symbols

Data not available

Category not applicable
Quantity zero

Quantity more than zero but less than
0.05

Quantity more than zero but |less than
500 where numbers are rounded to
thousands

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision

ever possible.

This report represents summary tabulations from the final divorce statistics for 1984.
More detailed tabulations for 1984 will be published in Vital Statistics of the United
States, Volume III—Marriage and Divorce. Prior to the publication of that volume, the
National Center for Health Statistics will respond to requests for unpublished data when-
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