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Induced Terminations of Pregnancy: Reporting States, 1979 

By Drusilla Burnham, Ph. D., Division of Vital Statistics 

Highlights 

Numbers of induced abortions and induced abortion 
ratios increased between 1978 and 1979 for the multi-
State area reporting this information to the National 
Center for Health Statistics. This represents a con­
tinuation of the pattern of increase noted for 1977– 
78.	 The peak age for induced abortions in 1979 was 
18 years for white women and21 for black women. The 
highest ratios were reported for the youngest and the 
oldest women, a pattern observed for both white and 
black women, although ratios for black women were 
higher at almost every age than for white women. 
Between 1978 and 1979, for comparable multi-State 
areas, ratios increased more than twice as much for 
black as for white women and increases were greater 
among younger than older women. The ratio of induced 
abortion is related to marital status and educational 
attainment. Induced abortion ratios are lower for mar­
ried women than unmarried women, and they are lower 
for women (25 years of age and over) with more 
education than less education. The greatest increases in 
induced abortion ratios by marital status between 1978 
and 1979 were among black married women; the 
smallest among white married women. In terms of 
previous pregnancy history, about 6 out of 10 women 
having induced terminations in 1979 had no previous 
live births, and about two-thirds had never had an 
induced termination. The median gestational duration 
of women having induced terminations in 1979 was 9.2 
weeks. It was longer for black women on the average 
than for white women; and it was longer for less 
educated women; it was also longer for women having 
out-of-State induced terminations than for women 

having in-State induced terminations. Suction curet­
tage accounted for 92.8 percent of induced termin­
ations occurring in 1979, and complications were 
reported for less than 1percent of all induced abortions. 

Introduction 

This report on induced terminations of pregnancy is 
based on data reported to the National Center for 
Health Statistics (NCHS) by 13 States in 1979. An 
earlier report showed data for five States in 1977, and 
for eight States in 1978.1 The States included in this 
report for 1979 are Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Mis­
souri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Temessee, Utah, Vermont, and Vir­
ginia. Areas for which data are shown for the first time 
are Colorado, Missouri, Montana, New York City, 
Rhode Island, Utah, and Virginia. Data for Nebraska 
shown in the report for 1977 and 1978 do not appear in 
this report. (See Technical notes.) These data are based 
on individual reports of induced abortions submitted to 
State vital registration ofilces. 

Reports of induced termination are submitted to 
these oi%ces in accordance with the laws and statutes of 
the respective States. These 13 States provided data on 
magnetic tape for individual events coded from copies 
of the original reports of induced termination of preg­
nancy. The terms “induced termination of pregnancy” 
and “induced abortion” are used interchangeably 
throughout this report. Comparisons between 1978 and 
1979 in this report are for the same multi-State area in 
both calendar years. Except where otherwise noted, all 
data are reported for occurrences in the 13-State area 
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for 1979 and exclude events to nonresidents of the 
United States. The data are analyzed by using percent 
distributions, medians, and ratios. (See the section 
entitled “Technical notes .“) Induced termination ra­
tios are expressed as the number of induced termina­
tions of pregnancy per 1,000 live births. Such ratios 
provide an approximate measure of the frequency of 
induced abortions in relation to the frequency of preg­
nancies. An estimate of the number of pregnancies 
could include the sum of live births, induced termina­
tions, and spontaneous fetal deaths; however, it is 
common practice to use only live births in calculating 
these ratios.z,s A comparison of abortion ratios per 
1,000 live births and per 1,000 live births plus induced 
terminations is shown in the Technical notes. It would 
be desirable to show the frequency of induced termina­
tions as rates in relation to the size of the population of 
females in the childbearing ages.s However, needed 
population data by age, race, and sex are not available 
in sufficient detail to permit computation of such rates 
for the reporting States. Induced termination rates 
would show the relative risk of induced abortions for 
females of childbearing age expressed as the number of 
induced terminations of pregnancy per 1,000 females in 
specified age and race groups. The ratios in this report 
are based on the number of induced terminations of 
pregnancy and live births occurring in a specified area 
to residents of that area. Caution should be used in 
interpreting these ratios because they are affected by 
both the distribution of live births and the distribution of 
induced terminations according to such characteristics 
of the female population as age, race, marital status, 
and educational attainment. In addition, because multi-
State areas are used, ratios for the same demographic 
group (for example, white females) may differ. Caution 
should also be used in generalizing the results reported 
for the multi-State reporting area to the entire United 
States population. 

Data on induced terminations of pregnancy in this 
report are shown on both an occurrence and a residence 
basis. Detailed tables show events on an occurrence 
basis, because these tables represent characteristics 
and factors associated with use of health services within 
the geographic areas in which the events occurred. In 
contrast, tables showing induced termination ratios are 
on a residence basis. Such tables show the frequency of 
induced terminations in relation to demographic char­
acteristics associated with births to residents of the 
area. The distinction between occurrence and resi­
dence data is made in both the text of the report and in 
the headnotes of the tables. 

Numbers of abortions and abortion ratios 

In 1979a total of 363,192 abortions were reported 
as occurring to United States residents within the 13-

State reporting area. Of these, 20,383 involved non-
residents of the area. @duced abortions occurring in 
these States accounted for about one-third of the total 
induced terminations reported to the Centers for IDisease 
Control as occurring in the United States in 1978.2 The 
induced abortion ratio for the 13-State area was 390.7 
induced terminations of pregnancy per 1,0(00 live 
births. 

Comparisons of the overall trends for a comparable 
four-State area (Kansas, New York excluding New 
York City, Oregon, and Vermont) can be made for each 
of the years 1977, 1978, and 1979. Between 1977 and 
1978 the number of induced abortions occurring in this 
area increased by 9.3 percent, from 66,185 to ‘72,326; 
for 1978-79, it increased by 10.0 percent,from 72,326 
to 79,532. Induced abortion ratios in each of the years 
were, respectively, 287.2, 322.0, and 330.7 with 
increases of 12.1 percent between 1977 and 1978 and 
2.7 percent between 1978 and 1979. 

Age and race 

Of the induced abortions occurring in the 13-State 
area, less than one-third (28.9 percent) were to women 
under 20 years of age. Another 34.5 percent occurred 
to women at ages 20 to 24 years. The remaining 36.6 
percent were to women 25 years old and over. 

Over two-thirds (70.4 percent) of the induced 
abortions were to white women and over one-fourth 
(27.7 percent) were to black women. While a similar 
pattern of terminations by age was found for both white 
and black women, white women had terminations at a 
slightly earlier age, on the average (figure 1). The peak 
age at termination was 18 years for white wornen and 
21 years for black women. Median ages of women at 
the time of termination were 22.5 for white women and 
23.3 for black women. 

Induced abortion ratios varied considerably by age 
of the woman at termination (table A). They were 
highest at the extremes of the age distribution of the 
childbearing period; that is, among very young women, 
14 years of age and under, and among women 40 years 
and over. However, the percent of induced terminations 
and live births accounted for by women in these two age 
groups is small (less than 2 percent in each age group). 

For white women there were 343.7 induced termi­
nations per 1,000 live births compared with 599.4 for 
black women. Ratios for black women were higher than 
for white women for all age groups except during the 
teen years. 

For a six-State area (Kansas, New York excluding 
New York City, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Vermont), comparable data are available by race 
and age of woman for both 1978 and 1979. A, total of 
99,435 induced terminations of pregnancy occurred in 
the area to residents in 1979. This represents an 
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Table A. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age 

of woman: 13-State area, 1979 

r [Ratios are numbers of induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the 

area among residents of the area per 1,00+3 live births occurring in the 

area among residents of the area] 

Age of woman 

Al[ ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Under 14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
15-19 years 

15 years 
16 years 
17 years 
18 years 
19 years 

20-24 years 
25-29 years 
30-34 years 
35-39 years 
40 years and 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

All 
White Black

racesl 

Ratio 

390.7 343.7 599.4 

1,890.8 2,199.6 1,734.3 
1,257.1 1,530.6 1,075.1 

726.1 809.3 559.7 

963.4 1,225.4 707.0 
838.4 1,028.1 575.8 
732.5 851.1 514.5 

792.5 898.2 564.8 
599.2 623.6 538.2 
410.1 363.6 600.3 
246.7 194.5 567.0 
261.6 209.0 594.2 
455.1 382.8 804.7 
882.0 806.4 1,169.8 

1 jnclude~ ~aces other than white and black. 

NOTE: The 13-Stete area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New 

York, Oregon, Rhode Island. South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 

increase of 10.1 percent from the figure of 90,298 of the 
previous year. The induced abortion ratio for residents 
of this six-State area increased by 6.4 percent between 
1978 and 1979. For white women the ratio increased 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 by 5.1 percent; for black women, by 13.3 percent. 
Age in years By age, the greatest percent increases for all races 

combined were reported in the younger age groups 

Figure 1. Percent distribution of induced terminations by single years of (table B). For women aged 15-19, the ratio increased 
age, according to rsce of woman: 13-State area, 1979 12.5 percent, horn 586.5 per 1,000 live births to 659.6; 

Table B. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman: 6-Stata area, 1979; and percent change: 6-Steta area, 1978-79 

[Ratios are numbers of induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the are. among residents of the area per l,OCQ live births occurring in the area among residents of the area] 

All All 
Age of woman 

racesl 
White Black 

racesl 
White Black 

Ratio Percent change 

All agas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305.2 298.8 348.2 +6.4 +5.1 +1 3.3 

Under 14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,221.3 1,833.8 917.5 +7.2 +1 3.3 +2.6 

14 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,075.8 1,526.7 722.1 +40.9 +33.6 +56.7 

15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 659.6 787.9 347.3 +1 2.5 +1 2.3 +1 2.6 

15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 815.6 1,164.8 402.8 +1 2.1 +1 4.0 +2.9 

16 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 766.2 1,033.2 342.8 +1 4.5 +1 7.9 +9.6 

17 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 678.4 841.7 316.8 +1 4.6 +1 3.3 +20.3 

18 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744.6 893.0 360.1 +1 4.7 +1 6.1 +8.7 

19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526.5 582.9 344.0 +9.1 +7.4 +1 7.4 

20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317.6 311.3 356.1 +8.6 +7.0 +1 6.8 

25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165.7 148.0 304.6 +5.3 +3.6 +1 2.0 

30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178.5 160.9 329.5 –0.7 –3.4 +1 3.2 

35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 345.5 331.5 434.1 –6.6 –7.8 –3.0 

40 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 772.1 799.1 661.6 +3.4 +1.6 +1 4.4 

1 includes raceS other than white and black. 

NOTE:The 6-State area comprise~Kansas, New York (excluding New York City), Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Vermont. 
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for women 20–24 years the ratio increased 8.6 percent, 
from 292.5 per 1,000 live births to 317.6; while for 
women 25 years of age and over the induced abortion 
ratio increased by 1.6 percent, from 187.0 to 190.0 per 
1,000 live births. For both white and black women the 
induced abortion ratios increased between 1978 and 
1979 for ahnost every age group. For white women the 
greatest percent increase occurred in the younger age 
groups, while for black women no systematic pattern of 
increase in the ratios by age could be discerned. 

Marital status 

Twelve States (Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Mis­
souri, Montana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia) and New 
York City collected information on the marital status of 
women having induced terminations of pregnancy. Of 
the induced abortions occurring in this area in 1979, 
25.5 percent were reported for married women and 
74.5 were reported for unmarried women. 

Age at induced termination differed greatly be-
tween married and unmarried women. Nearly two-
thirds (64.6 percent) of married women having induced 
terminations were 25 years of age or older while only 
about one-fourth (27. 8 percent) of unmarried women 
having induced abortions were this old. The median age 
of married women having induced abortions in 1979 
was 27.5 years, or nearly 6 years older than the median 
age of 22.0 years for unmarried women. 

Induced abortion ratios by marital status and race 
for resident events occurring in the 12-State area are 
shown in table C. (Data for New York City were 
excluded because of the absence of information on 
marital status for live births occurring in New York City.) 
Married women had less than 1 induced abortion for 
every 10 live births compared with about 1.3 induced 
abortions for every live birth for unmarried women. 

For married and unmarried women of both races 
induced abortion ratios increased with age and were 
highest for women 25 years and over. By race, induced 
termination ratios for black married women were about 

2.6 times those of white married women. This differ­
entird varied by age. Ratios for black married women 
were about 17 percent higher than for those of white 
women at ages 10–17 years while they were nearly 
three times those of white married. women at ages 25 
years and over. Among the unmarried, ratios for black 
women were less than one-fourth those of white women. 
Again, this differential varied by age; at ages 10-17 
years, ratios for black women were about one-fifth of 
those of white women while at ages 25 years and over, 
they increased to nearly 30 percent of those of white 
women. 

Table C. Ratios of induced terminations of pragnancy by marital status 

and race of woman: 12-State area, 1979 

[Ratios are numbers of induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the area among 

residents of the area per 1,000 live births occurring inthe area among residents of the area] 

All
Race of woman Married Unmarried 

women 

Ratio 

All races’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308.5 92.5 1,308.7 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288.5 78.9 2,385.5 

Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 404.0 203.7 552.3 

1,“clud~s ~aceSother than white and biack. 

NOTE The 12-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, 

Oregon, Rhode Icland, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Vh’ginia. 

Trends in induced abortion ratios by marital status 
and race can be examined for residents of a five-State 
area (Kansas, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Vermont) for 1978 and 1979 (table D). For all races 
the induced abortion ratio for married women increased 
by 5.7 percent, while for unmarried women it increased 
by 11.2 percent. Among the married, the ratio increased 
by 2.9 percent for white women and 20.6 percent for 
black women. Among the unmarried, the greater in-
crease in induced abortion ratios between 1978 and 
1979 was also among black women (19.8 percent); 
among white women, the ratio increased 7.4 percent. 

Table D. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy by marital statua and race of woman: 5-State area. 1979; and percent change: 5-Stata area, 1978-79 

[Ratios are numbers of induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the area among residents of the area per 1,000 live births occurring in the area among residents of the area] 

All All 
Race of woman Married Unmerried Married Unmarried 

women women 

Ratio Percent changel 

Allraces2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269.5 81.4 1,154.0 +1 1.6 +5.7 +11 .2 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271.7 74.3 2,234.1 +9.6 +2.9 +7.4 

Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264.9 126.4 396.3 +21 .3 +20.6 +1 9.8 

1 See Technical notes.

21”cludes races other than white and black.


NOTE The 5-State area comprised Kansas, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Vermont.

* 
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Educational attainment 

‘ For a nine-State area (Missouri, Montana, New 
York, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Ver­
mont, and Virginia) in 1979, data are available on 
induced abortions by the educational attainment of 
women. Women having induced abortions had the 
same median educational attainment as women carry­
ing their pregnancies to term. Median educational 
attainment of women having induced terminations as 
well as women having live births in the nine-State area 
in 1979 was 12.6 years. A similar educational attain­
ment level by type of pregnancy termination prevailed 
for white and for black women. 

For women of all ages combined induced termi­
nation ratios were lowest for those with the least 
education; that is, those with an elementary school 
education or less. Ratios were highest for women with 
at least one year of education beyond high school but 

Table E. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy by race and 
educational attainment of woman: 9-State area, 1979 

[Ratiosare numbersof induced terminations of pregnancyoccurringin the area among 
residentsofthe area per 1,CQOlivebirthsoccurring in the area among residents of the area] 

All 
Years of school completed 

racesl 
White Black 

Ratio 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 405.8 349.8 643.9 

O-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275.8 239.9 388.9 
9-n yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 437.0 409.6 491.8 
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 419.2 343.3 718.8 

13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 466.3 396.3 845.7 

16years or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290.8 257.0 692.0 

1includes ~acesother than whne and black 

NOTE The 9-State area comprmed Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, South Caro­

lina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 

Table F. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy by race and educa­
tional attainment of woman 4-State erea, 1979; and percent change: 
4-State area, 1978-79 

[Ratios are numbers of reduced terminations of pregnancy occurmrg in the area among 

residents of the area per 1,000 live births oscurrirrg in the area among residents of the area] 

Years of school All All
White Black White Black 

completed racesl races 1 

Ratio Percent change 

Total . . . . . . . . 314.1 305.7 354.5 +6.5 +4.5 +1 4.5 

0-8 years. . . . 164.6 148.6 216.4 -!-1 +1 3.2 +29.5 

9-11 years. . . 309.9 338.7 246.8 i-7.8 +6.5 +11 .3 

12 years . . . . . 319.6 306.3 377.6 +9.5 +7.8 +1 5.6 

13-15 years. . 414.2 393.9 552.9 +1.5 +0.4 +6.3 

16 years or 
more . . . . . . 222.6 203.3 473.5 –3.2 –5.3 +9.6 

7.7 

1 includes ~ces other than white and black. 

NOTE The 4-State area comprised New York (excluding New York City), South Carolina, 

Tennessee, and Vermont. 

who were not college graduates (table E). This reflects, 
in part, the association between age and educational 
attaimnent, because many of the younger women 
having induced abortions had not completed their 
schooling. Among older women, those aged 25 years 
and over, induced abortion ratios generally decreased 
with educational attainmen~ those who were at least 
college graduates had the lowest ratios. 

Comparisons between 1978 and 1979 can be made 
of induced abortion ratios by educational attainment of 
the woman for a four-State area (New York excluding 
New York City, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Ver­
mont). Increases in the ratios (table F) were generally 
greater among those women with less education. 

Previous pregnancies 

Previous live births 

More than half (56. 1 percent) of the women who 
obtained induced abortions in the 13-State area in 1979 
had no previous live births. The percent was greater 
among white than among black women, 63.7 percent 
compared with 37.5 percent, as shown in table G. For 
women having an induced abortion, the percent with 
previous live births varied greatly by age of woman. 
Among those women 15–17 years old, 92.7 percent 
had had no previous live births. In contrast, among the 
oldest group of women, those aged 40 years and over, 
only 9.6 percent had had no previous live births and 
56.9 percent had had three or more previous live births. 
While this general pattern existed for women of both 
races, black women having induced abortions were 
more likely to have had previous live births at all ages 
than white women. 

Table G. Percent distribution of induced terminations of pregnancy by 

number of previous live births, according to race of woman: 13-State 

area, 1979 

[Oata include only induced terrmnatmrrs of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

All 
Number of previous live births 

racesl 
White Black 

Percent distribution 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Noprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56.1 63.7 37.5 

Iprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.4 16.1 28.0 
2previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.4 12.3 19.4 

3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 4.9 8.5 
4previous Iive births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.4 1.9 3.6 
5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.9 0.7 1.5 
6previous live bitihs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.4 0.3 0.7 
7 or more previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.4 0.2 0.7 

1includes races other than white and black. 

NOTE The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New 

York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 



For a 12-State area (Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, 
Missouri, Montana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia) 
and New York City, data are available to examine the 
number of previous live births by age of woman 
according to marital status. Only 21.8 percent of 
married women had had no previous live births while 
nearly two-thirds (66. 3 percent) of unmarried women 
had had no previous live births. The percent of women 
with no previous live births declined with age for both 
married and unmarried women. 

Previous induced terminations “ 

For the 13-State area about two-thirds (67.5 per-
cent) of women having induced abortions in 1979 had 
had no prior induced terminations. For the youngest 
group, those under 15 years, 94.7 percent had had no 
previous induced abortions as shown in table H. 
Among the oldest age group, those 40 years and over, 
almost one out of three (32.4 percent) women having an 
induced abortion in 1979 had experienced one or more 
prior induced termination of pregnancy. The highest 
proportion (42.6 percent) of women having repeated 
induced abortions were those aged 25–29 years. In all 
age groups a larger percent of black women than white 
women had experienced prior induced abortions (figure 
2). 

Gestational age 

Almost half the induced terminations occurring in 
the 13-State area in 1979 were for pregnancies of 8 
weeks or less duration, as shown in table J. Almost as 

Table H. Percent of induced terminations of pregnancy to women with no 

previous induced terminations by race and age of woman: 13-State 

area, 1979 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

All 
Age of woman White Black 

racesq 

Percent 

Alleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.5 70,8 59,7 

Under 15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94.7 95,2 94.3 

15–17 years.,.....,.......,., . . . . 87.9 89.2 84,5 

18–19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78.0 80.1 70,9 

20–24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64.0 66.9 56.4 

25–29 years.......,.,.,.,.,., . . . 57.4 60.7 49.9 

30-34 years........,.,.....,., . . . . . 59.3 63.7 49.4 

35–39 years........,.......,.. . . . . 61.8 67.6 49.5 

40 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.6 73.1 54.8 

1 lnclude~ ~=ces other than white and black, 

NOTE The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New 

Y:rk, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Vtrginia. 

many induced terminations occurred for pregnancies of 
9–12 weeks’ duration (43. 1 percent) as for those of 8 
weeks or less (47.0 percent). Only 10.0 percent of al! 
induced abortions were obtained by women whose 
pregnancies had lasted more than 12 weeks. The length 
of the gestational period for women having induced 
terminations varied by age of the women; it tended to be 
longer for younger women than for older women. For 
women aged 10–1 7 years, the median gestakional 
period was 10.2 weeks, compared with 8.7 weeks for 
women aged 25 years and over. The same pattern 
prevailed for both black and white women. However, 
black women at every age had longer gestskional 
periods prior to induced termination. 

For a nine-State area (Missouri, Montana, New 
York, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Ver­
mont, and Virginia) in 1979, data are available to 
examine gestational age by educational attainment, as 
well as by age and race of the woman. For this multi-
State area white women had induced abortions at slightly 
earlier gestational ages than black women, at median 
gestational ages of 9.1 weeks and 9.4 weeks, respectively. 
Delayed terminations generally were associated with 
less educational attainment. Thus, for women with less 
than a high school education, median gestational age 
was 9.9 weeks compared with 9.2 weeks for women 
with a high tichool education. The relationship between 
educational attainment and gestational duration at time 
of induced termination was similar for white anclblack 
women, although black women of every educational 
attainment had induced abortions later in their preg­
nancies than white women. 

Type of procedure and reported 
complications 

Data on types of procedures used in inducing 
pregnancy terminations are available for the 13-State 
area in 1979. These figures indicate that over 9 out of 
10 inductions were performed by suction curettage. No 
other method accounted for more than 4 percent of 
inductions. There are, however, variations in type of 
procedure used by length of gestation (figure 3). While 
suction curettage is the preponderant procedure for 
induced abortions under 13 weeks and even between 13 
and 15 weeks, as shown in table K, saline instillation 
accounts for the most inductions at 16 weeks or more 
gestation. 

Overall, complications were indicated on the report­
ing form for less than 1 percent of the induced termi­
nations in 1979. The percent of abortions with compli­
cations was greatest for those inductions performed by 
hysterotomy and hysterectomy (13 percent) and was 
the least for those performed by suction and sharp 
curettage (0.4 percent). 
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Figure 2. Percent of induced terminations to women with 1 or more previous induced terminations by age of woman, according to race: 13-State area, 1979 

Table J. Percent distribution of induced terminations of pregnancy by Residence patterns 
period of gestation, according to age of woman: 13-State araa, 1979 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence 

Period of gestation 1 
All 10-17 18-24 25 years Over 80 percent of the induced terminations occur-

ages years years and over ring in the 13-State area in 1979 occurred to residents 
of metropolitan areas. Residents of nomnetropolitan

Percent distribution 
areas having induced abortions were, on the average,

All periods of gestation. . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
younger than metropolitan women having induced 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.7 6.3 9.9 16.1 terminations. The median age at termination for non-
7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.2 25.6 33.9 40.3 metropolitan women was 22.0 years; for metropolitan
9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.1 50.1 45.8 36.9 
13weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 18.0 10.5 6.7 women it was 23.3 years. 

T’he relative frequency of induced abortions per 
1 period of gestation is a combination of calculated gestation from ‘“date last no~d


menses began’< and “physician’s estimate of gestation.” 
1,000 live births was greater for residents of metro-


NOTE: The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New 
politan tieas than for residents of nonmetropolitan 

York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. areas. This is true for both white and black women as 
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Table K. Percent distribution of induced termination of pregnancy by 

type of procedure, according to period of gestation: 13-State area, 1979 

[Oata include only inducad terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

Period of gestation 1 

Type of procedure 
All periods 
of gestation Under 13-15 16 weeks 

13 weeks weeks or more 

All procedures. 100.0 

Suction curettage 92.8 
Sharp curettage. 1,5 

Saline instillation 3,4 

Prostaglandin 
instillation 1.2 

Hysterotomy. 0.0 

Hysterectomy. . . . . 0.0 
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,0 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
97.1 70.9 23.5 

1,5 0.9 0.7 
0.5 16.8 52.0 

0.2 7.1 18,9 
0.0 0.2 0,2 
0.0 0.1 0,1 
0.7 4.1 4.6 

1 pe~od of gestation is a combination of calculated gestation from “date last normal 

menses began” and “physician’s estimate of gestation.” 

NOTE Tha 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinots, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New 

York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tannessee. Utsh, Vermont, and Virginia. 

I I I I I I 1 I I 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20	 21 

or 

more 

gestation in weeks 

according to selected termination procedural: 13-State area, 1979 

shown in table L. For a six-State area data by metro­
politan residence are available for comparisons between 
1978 and 1979. A greater percent increase in the 

Table L. Ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy by race and 

metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence of women: 13-State area, 1979 

[Ratios are numbers of induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the area among 

residents of the area par 1,000 live births occurring in tha area among residents of 

the area] 

All 
Geographic area racesl 

White Black 

Ratio 

All areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390.7 343.7 599.4 

Metropolitan areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 472.0 415.8 676.3 

Nonmetropolitan areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205.5 202.7 234.9 

1Includes races other than white and black. 

NOTE The 13-State araa comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kanaas, Missouri, MorKana, New 

York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennassae, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 
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induced termination ratio occurred for residents of 
nonmetropolitan areas (9.4 percent) than for residents 
of metropolitan areas (5.0 percent). 

Out-of-State residents 

Jnthe 13-State area in 1979 women outside of their 
State of residence accounted for only 8.4 percent of 
induced abortions; nearly two-thirds (64.3 percent) 
were obtained by women in their home county; the 
remainder (27.2 percent) were obtained by women in 
their home State but outside their county of residence. 

Residence status is related to gestational duration 
of induced terminations. Women obtaining their induced 
abortion out of State have a longer pregnancy prior to 
termination than those women having induced termi­
nations in their State of residence. The median gesta­

tional period of induced abortions for out-of-State 
residents was 9.9 weeks compared with 9.1 weeks for 
women obtaining induced terminations in their State of 
residence. Further, 21.2 percent of out-of-State resi­
dents obtained their induced abortions after 12 weeks— 
more than twice the percent (9.3 percent) of State 
residents. 

The percent of terminations accounted for by State 
residents varied from State to State. At least 90 percent 
of induced abortions occurring in Colorado, Illinois, 
Montana, New York, Oregon, South Carolina, Utah, 
and Virginia were to State residents; while in Missouri, 
Rhode Island, and Tennessee between 80 and 90 
percent of induced terminations were to State residents. 
Between 70 and 80 percent of induced abortions 
occurring in Vermont were to State residents, and less 
than 60 percent of induced terminations occurring in 
Kansas were to State residents. 
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Table 1. Number and percent distribution of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by age of woman, according to metropolitan-nonmetropolitan 
residence and race of woman: 13-State area, 1979 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

Age of woman 

Alleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Under 14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
17 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
18 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
40 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Not stated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Alleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Under 14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
17 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
18 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
40 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

All areas 

All 
White Black 

races~ 

363,192 245,820 96,861 

945 346 568 
2,648 1,315 1,265 

100,200 72,734 23,244 
6,904 4,262 2,410 

13,715 9,603 3,621 
19,675 14,569 4,520 
30,372 22,894 6,164 
29,334 21,406 6,529 

124,281 84,292 33,419 
70,362 45,120 20,682 
37,526 24,180 10,516 
17,750 11,520 4,915 

6,033 4,118 1,465 
3,447 2,195 787 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
0.3 0.1 0.6 
0.7 0.5 1.3 

27.9 29.9 24.2 
1.9 1.7 2.5 
3.8 3.9 3.8 
5.5 6.0 4.7 
8.4 9.4 6.4 
8.2 8.8 6.8 

34.5 34.6 34.8 
19.6 18.5 21.5 
10.4 9.9 10.9 

4.9 4.7 5.1 
1.7 1.7 1.5 

Metropolitan areas Nonmetropolitan areas 

All All
White Black White Black 

races~ racesq 

298,795 192,990 88,936 64,397 52,830 7,925 

763 251 502 162 95 66 
2,067 895 1,122 581 420 143 

77,551 53,513 20,890 22,649 19,221 2,354 
5,294 2,981 2,156 1,610 1,281 254 

10,457 6,827 3,272 3,258 2,776 349 
15,301 10,683 4,042 4,574 3,886 478 
23,544 16,976 5,576 6,828 5,918 588 
22,955 16,046 5,844 6,379 5,360 685 

102,604 66,616 30,707 21,677 17,676 2,712 
60,163 37.090 19,198 
32,402 9,841 
15,116 9,386 4,567 

5,034 3,286 1,344 
3,075 1,885 765 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
0.3 0.1 0.6 
0.7 0.5 1.3 

26.2 28.0 23.7 
1.8 1.6 2.4 

3.5 3.6 3.7 
5.2 5.6 4.6 

8.0 8.9 6.3 
7.8 8.4 6.6 

34.7 34.9 34.8 
20.3 19.4 21.8 

11.0 10.5 11.2 

5.1 4.9 5.2 
1.7 1.7 1.5 

10,199 8,030 1,484 
5,124 4,112 675 
2,634 2,134 348 

999 832 121 
372 310 22 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
0.3 0.2 0.8 
0.9 0.8 1.8 

35.4 36.6 29.8 
2.5 2.4 3.2 
5.1 5.3 4.4 
7.1 7.4 6.0 

10.7 11.3 7.4 
10.0 10.2 8.7 
33.9 33.7 34.3 
15.9 15.3 18.8 

8.0 7.8 8.5 
4.1 4.1 4.4 
1.6 1.6 1.5 

1,ncl”de~ ~ace~ other than white and black and race not stated. 

NOTE: The 13-State area comprised Colorsdo, Illinois, Kansaa, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 

‘. 
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Table 2. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by residence status of woman and percent distribution by period of gestation, according to residence 
status of woman: 13-State area, 1979 

[Data include only ind.csd terminations of prsgnancy occurring in ths rapo!ting area] 

All Induced 
Induced terminations occurring 

Induced 
Induced 

in State of residence terminations 
induced terminations terminations 

amotrg
amongPeriod of gestationl terminations occurring in 

Occurring Among 
interstate 

nonresidents 
occurring area among 
in area U.S. residents 

Total in county intrastate 
nonresidents 

of 
of residence nonresidents United States “ 

Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . 364,219 363,192 332,595 233,679 98,916 30,597 1,027 

Percent distribution 

All periods of 
gestation. . . 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

6 weeks or less. 11.7 11.7 11,9 13.5 8.2 9.4 6.3 

7 weeka . . . . . . . . . . 16.3 16.3 16,6 17.6 14.3 13.5 11.4 

8 weeka . . . . . . . . . . 18.9 18.9 19.3 19.5 18.8 15.4 12.8 

9 weeka . . . . . . . . . . 16.0 16.0 16.2 15,9 16.9 13.7 10,3 

10 weeks, . . . . . . . . 12.9 12.9 13.0 12,3 14.6 11.8 9.9 
11 weeks . . . . . . . . . 9.1 9.1 9.0 8.3 10.7 9.5 8.4 

12 weeks . . . . . . . . . 5.1 5.1 5.1 4.6 6.2 5.4 3.5 

13 weeks, . . . . . . . . 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.3 3.2 3>5 2.0 

14 weeks . . . . . . . . . 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.3 1.7 2.3 1,0 

15 weeks . . . . . . . . . 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.1 1.8 1.8 

16 weeks . . . . . . . . . 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.0 1.7 2.8 

17 weeks . . . . . . . . . 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.8 1.9 3.2 

18 weeks . . . . . . . . . 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8 2.0 4.8 
19 weeks . . . . . . . . . 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 2.0 6.5 
20 weeks . . . . . . . . . 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 1.6 4.2 

21 weeks or more. 1.0 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.7 4.5 11.0 

lpeti~dofgasmtio” isscomb”atio” ofcalculated gestation from’’date last normal menses began'` and''physician's estimate 0f9estati0n~ 

NOTE The 13-State area comprised Coloredo, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vemont, and Wrginia 
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Table 3. Number andpercent tistrib@ion ofrepomed induced terminations ofpregnancy byage 

[Data include .xrly induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the 

Age of woman 

Alleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Under 14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
17 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
18 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
40 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Not stated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Under 14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
14 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

16 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
17 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
18 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
30-34 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..s. 

40 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

All 
White 

races 

363,192 245,820 

945 346 
2,648 1,315 

100,200 72,734 
6,904 4,262 

13,715 9,603 
19,875 14,569 
30,372 22,894 
29,334 21,406 

124,281 84,292 
70,362 45,120 
37,526 24,180 
17,750 11,520 

6,033 4,118 
3,447 2,195 

100.0 100.0 

0.3 0.1 
0.7 0.5 

27.9 29.9 
1.9 1.7 
3.8 3.9 
5.5 6.0 
8.4 9.4 
8.2 8.8 

34.5 34.6 
19.6 18.5 
10.4 9.9 

4.9 4.7 
1.7 1.7 

of woman, according to 

reporting area] 

All other 

Total Black 

Number 

I 03,509 96,861 

573 568 
1,274 1,265 

24,026 23,244 
2,457 2,410 
3,691 3,621 
4,655 4,520 
6,401 6,164 
6,822 6,529 

35,208 33,419 
22,482 20,682 
11,828 10,516 

5,545 4,915 
1,675 1,465 

898 787 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

0.6 0.6 
1.2 1.3 

23.4 24.2 
2.4 2.5 

3.6 3.8 
4.5 4.7 
6.2 6.4 
6.6 6.8 

34.3 34.8 
21.9 21.5 
11.5 10.9 

5.4 5.1 
1.6 1.5 

race 13-State area, 1979 

Not 
Other stated 
races 

6,648 13,863 

5 26 
9 59 

782 3,440 
47 185 
70 421 

135 651 
237 1,077 
293 1,106 

1,789 4,781 
1,800 2,760 

1,312 1,518 
630 685 
210 240 
111 354 

100.0 100.0 

0.1 0.2 
0.1 0.4 

12.0 25.5 
0.7 1.4 
1.1 3.1 
2.1 4.8 
3.6 8.0 
4.5 8.2 

27.4 35.4 
27.5 20.4 
20.1 11.2 

9.6 5.1 
3.2 1.8 

NOTE The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina. Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and V!rginia. 



Table 4. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by age of women and percent distribution by period of gestation, according to age of woman: 13-State area, 1979 

[Data includs only inducsd tsnninations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

Period of gestation t 
All 

Under 
14 

ages 
years 

15-19 years
,4 

years Total 15 16 17 18 19 
years years years years years 

20–24 
years 

25–29 30–34 35–39 
years years years 

40 

years 
and 
over 

Not 
stated 

Number 

TotsI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363,192 945 2,648 100,200 6,904 13,715 19,875 30,372 29,334 124,281 70,362 37,526 17,750 6,033 3,447 

Percent distribution 

All periods of gestation 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.7 5.6 6.4 7.0 6.2 6.0 6.5 7.1 8.1 11.0 14.9 17.5 17.8 16.0 12.5 
7 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.3 9.6 8.8 12.1 9.5 10.3 11.0 13.0 13.5 16.0 19.3 20.7 20.5 20.2 18.4 

Seeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.9 14.9 13.7 16.7 13.0 15.3 16.2 17.1 18.2 19.3 20.2 20.8 20.4 20.8 18.9 

9 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.0 14.1 13.6 16.7 14.8 15.1 16.9 17.0 17.3 16.5 15.5 14.7 14.5 14.2 16.0 

10 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.9 12.8 13.9 14.8 14.4 15.0 15.3 14.9 14.4 13.2 11.4 10.6 10.6 11.2 13.6 

11 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.1 10.6 11.0 11.5 12.0 12.5 12.0 11.4 10.6 ‘ 9.2 7.6 6.3 6.5 6.9 8.5 

12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.1 7.0 7.4 6.8 7.8 7.6 7.2 6.4 6.3 5.1 4.0 3.5 3.4 3.7 

13 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.6 3.8 4.8 3.6 4.4 4.1 3.8 3.4 3.2 2.6 2.1 1.7 1.7 1.7 

14 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5 3.9 3.4 2.1 3.0 28 23 1.8 1.7 1.5 1.1 1.0 1.0 1,0 1.1 

15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 3.2 2.4 1.5 2.1 1.9 1.5 1.3 1.2 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.8 

16 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.9 1.6 2.4 1.4 2.7 1.6 1.5 1.2 1.1 0.9 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.7 

17vyeeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.9 2.7 2.5 1.2 2.3 1.7 1.2 1.0 1.1 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.4 

18 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.8 2.0 2.5 1.3 2.3 1.7 1.3 1.2 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.6 

19 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.6 2.2 1.7 1.0 1.5 1.2 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 0,5 

20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.5 1.8 1.8 0.8 1.3 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.1 

21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 4.0 3.5 1.6 2.8 2.1 1.7 1.4 1.1 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 

1 psri~d of gestatiOn is ~ ~~mbinati~n of calculated gestation from “date last normal menses began” and “physician’s eStimate of fJeStatiOn.” 

NOTE The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Orsgon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 

5.5 

2.3 

0.3 

0.3 
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Table 5. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race end age of woman and percent distribution by age of woman and number of previous 
live births, according to race of woman: 13-State area, 1979 

[Data include cmlyinduced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the repmting areal 

Age of woman and 
number of previous live births 

All ages


Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Allprevious live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Noprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Iprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7ormore previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Under 15 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Noprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Iprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7ormore previcms live births... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15-17 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious live biflhs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Noprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
lprevious tive birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7orm0re previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

18-19 years 

To~al . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious live biflhs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Noprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
lprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6 previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7ormore previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

All 
White 

races 

363,192 245,820 

100.0 100.0 

56.1 63.7 
19.4 16.1 
14.4 12.3 

6.0 4.9 

2.4 1.9 
0.9 0.7 
0.4 0.3 
0.4 V 0.2 

3,593 1,661 

100.0 100.0 

97.6 98.0 
2.2 1.8 
0.1 0.1 
0.0 0.1 

0.0 0.1 

40,494 28,434 

100.0 100.0 

92.7 94.9 
6.5 4.6 

0.7 0.4 
0.1 0.0 
0.0 0.0 

0.0 
0.0 0.0 
0.0 

59,706 44,300 

100.0 100.0 

82.4 88.0 
14.2 9.9 

2.9 1.8 
0.4 0.2 
0.1 0.0 
0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 

All other 

Total Black 

Number 

103,509 96,861 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

37.8 37.5 

27.6 28.0 

19.7 19.4 

8.6 8.5 

3.6 3.6 
1.5 1.5 

0.7 0.7 

0.7 0.7 

Number 

1,847 1,833 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

97.4 97.4 
2.4 2.4 

0.2 0.2 

Number 

10,803 10,551 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

86.8 86.8 
11.7 11.7 

1.3 1.3 

0.1 0.1 
0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 

Number 

13,223 12,693 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

63.0 62.3 

29.0 29.6 

6.9 7.0 

0.9 1.0 

0.1 0.1 

0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 

Not 

Other stated 
races 

6,648 i 3,863 

100.0 100.0 

41.3 60.8 

21.0 16.8 

22.8 13.1 

9.5 5.5 

3.2 2.1 

1.2 0.8 
0.6 0.4 

0.5 0.4 

14 85 

100.0 100.0 

“92.9 96.3 

*7.1 3.7 

252 1,257 

100.0 100.0 

88.0 94.5 

11.2 4.9 

0.4 0.3 
0.2 

0.4 

530 2,183 

100.0 100.0 

80.0 86.9 

15.4 10.8 

3.9 1.9 

0.6 0.3 

0.2 0.0 

See note at end of table. 



Table 5. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age ef woman and percent distribution by age of woman and number of previous 

live births, according to race of woman: 13-State area, 1979—Con. 

[Data Include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring !. the reporting area] 

All other 

Age of woman and


number of previous live births


20–24 years


Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Allprevious live births .,.,.,.,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Nopravious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Iprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2previous live births...,,...,,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3previous live births.,.,...,,,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4previous live births .,.,...,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,,, 

5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6previous live births ., .,.,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7ormore previous live births . . . . ,,, .,.,,,...,.,,,,,,,,.,.,,. 

25–29 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious live births, .,.,.,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,, 

Noprevious live birth ., .,.,.,.,, . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Iprevious live birth.........,,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7ormore previous live births,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

30-34 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious live births .,.,..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Noprevious live birth,,,,,,,,,,. ., .,..,,......,,.,,,,,,,,,,, 

lprevious live birth......,,,,,, . . . . . . . . . 

2previous live births......,.,., . . . . . . . . . . . 

3previous live births.....,,,, . . . . . . . . . . . ,,, 

4previous live births....,,,,,,, . . . . . . . 

5previous live births,....,.,,,.


6previous live births,.,.,,,,,,, . . . . . .


7ormore previous live births.,,, . . . . . . . . . . . . .


35–39 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,,.,.,,,,,,,,.,...,.,,,,, 

Allprevious live bitihs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Noprevious live bitih . . . . . . . . . . .


Iprevious live birth, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


2previous iive births ., .,.,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


4previous live births.,.,...,.,.. . . . . . . . . . . . .


5previous live births.....,.,.,.,


6previous live births.........,.,


7orm0re previous live births,,


See note at end of table.


All 
White 

races 

124,281 84,292 

100.0 100.0 

60.1 69.6 

23,9 18.8 

12.0 9,0 

3.0 1,9 

0.7 0.4 

0.1 0.1 

0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 

70,362 45,120 

100.0 100.0 

37.8 46,3 

25.5 23,4 

23.4 20.5 

8.9 7.0 

3.0 2,1 

0.9 0.5 

0.3 o,~ 

0,1 0. T 

37,526 24,180 

100.0 100.0 

21.3 25.5 

21.6 21.3 

30.5 30,1 

15.5 14.5 

6,6 5.4 

2,6 2.0 

1.0 0.7 

0.7 0.5 

17,750 11,520 

100.0 100,0 

12,4 14.4 

14,0 13.8 

29,7 31.0 

21.4 21.5 

11.2 10.4 

5,7 4.9 

2,9 2.1 

2,7 1.9 

Total Black 

Number 

35,208 33,419 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

36.4 35.1 

36.4 37.2 

19.5 19.9 

5.8 5.9 

1.4 1.5 

0.3 0.3 

0.1 0,1 

0.1 0,1 

Number 

22,482 20,682 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

20.1 18.6 

30.1 30.3 

29.4 29.9 

13.1 13.5 

4.9 5.1 

1.7 1.8 

0.4 0.4 

0.2 0.3 

Number 

11,828 10,516 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

12,6 12,0 

22,2 22,5 

31,5 30,5 

17.5 17,8 

9.3 9.8 

4.0 4.3 

1.8 1,9 

1.2 1,3 

Number 

5,545 4,915 

Percent distribution 

100,0 100,0 

8,1 7.6 

14.2 14.3 

27.0 25.8 

21.5 21.4 

12.7 13.3 

7.5 7.9 

4.7 5.0 

4.5 4.7 

Not 

Other stated 

races 

1,789 4,787 

100.0 100.0 

59.6 69.2 

22,8 19.0 

13.2 9.1 

3.0 2.2 

0.9 0.2 

0.3 0.1 

0.1 0,0 

0.1 0.0 

1,800 2,760 

100.0 100.0 

36.4 45.1 

27.6 22.3 

23.9 21,5 

8.3 7.4 

2.8 2.8 

0.9 0.5 

0.2 0.4 

0.1 

1,312 1,518 

100.0 100,0 

17.7 23.1 

19.8 21.4 

39.3 30.1 

15.4 16,1 

5.1 5.5 

1.6 2.4 

0.8 0.5 

0.3 1.0 

630 685 

100.0 100,0 

11,9 14.4 

13,3 15.0 

36,1 28.7 

22.0 19.6 

7.9 12.4 

4,2 4.5 

2,2 2.5 

2,6 2.9 
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Table 5. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by age of woman and number of previous 
live births, according to race of woman: 13-State area, 1979—Con. 

[Data include only !nd.ced termlnat!ons of pregnancy occ.mng in the repomng area] 

All other 
Age of woman and All Not 

White
number of previous live births races 

Total Black 
Other stated 

races 

40 years and over Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,033 4,118 1,675 1,465 210 240 

Percent distribution 

Allprevious live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Noprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.6 10.6 6.5 6.1 8.8 15.8 
Iprevious live birth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.3 9.2 10.0 10.3 7.8 7.2 

2previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.2 25.9 20.6 19.8 25.9 18.5 

3previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.7 22.8 22.1 20.6 32.7 25.2 

4previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.2 16.2 13.2 13.5 11.7 12.2 

5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.8 7.2 9.3 9.9 4.4 7.7 

6previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.6 3.8 6.2 6.5 3.9 5.9 
7ormore previous liva births... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.6 4,3 12.2 13.3 4.9 7.7 

Not stated Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,447 2,195 898 787 111 354 

Percent distribution 

Allprevious live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 00.0 100.0 
Noprevious lwebrth.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.0 61,5 36.2 35.7 39.6 52.6 
Iprevious hvebirt h. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.7 15.0 27.6 28.8 18.9 18.6 
2previous live births, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.7 12.1 20.8 20.5 22.6 15.8 

3previous llve births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.7 6,2 8.5 7.8 13,2 4.5 

4previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.9 2,4 3.8 3.6 4.7 4.5 

5previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.3 1,3 1.3 1,3 0.9 1.2 

6previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 0.8 1,3 1,5 1.6 

7ormore previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.7 1.2 

NOTE: The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illlnow, Kansas, M!ssoun, Montana, NIWJ York. Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont. and Wrgmla. 
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Table 6. Number of reportedinduced terminationsof pregnsncy by rsce snd age of woman and percentdistributionby age of woman and number of previous 
induced terminations,according to race of woman: 13-State area, 1979 

[Data tncl.de only ,nduced termlnat,ons of pregnancy occurring n the reporting area] 

All other 

Age of woman and number 

of previous induced terminations 

All ages 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious induced terminations. 

Noprevious induced termination.

Iprevious induced termination.,

2previous induced terminations,

3 or more previous induced terminations. .,


Under 15 years 

Total, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious induced terminations. 

Noprevious induced termination. . . . . 
lprevious induced termination.. . ...,,,,...,.,.,.,.,,,.,.,,, 
2previous induced terminations. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 or more previous induced terminations, ,, ., ., 

15-17 years 

Total, ., ., ., ., ., ., ., .,, ,,, .,.,. ., ., ., ., ., ., ., ., .,,,.,.,.


Allprevious induced terminations.


Noprevious induced termination.

lprevicms induced termination,. . . . . . . .”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2previous induced terminations.

3 or more previous induced terminations.


18–1 9 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious induced terminations. 

Nopreviws induced terminatiorf . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
lprevious induced termination.. 
2previous induced terminations. 
3 or more previous induced terminations. 

20-24 yeara 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allprevious induced terminationa. 

No previous induced termination . . . . . ,,, .,., 

lprevious induced termination.. 
2 previous terminations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 or more previous induced terminations. 

See note at end of table. 

All races White 

363,192 245,820 

100.0 1 00.(:, 

67.5 70.8 
23.4 21.7 

6.5 5.5 
2.5 7.,(:) 

3,593 1,661 

100.0 1000 

94,7 95.2 

4.9 4.a 

0.3 04 

0.1 01 

40,494 28,4W 

100,0 1000 

87.9 89.2 
10.9 97 

1.1 09 
0.1 01 

59,706 44,300 

100.0 100.0 

78.0 80.1 
18.8 17.2 

2.8 2.4 
0.5 0.4 

124,281 84,292 

100.0 100.0 

64.0 66.9 
26.6 25.2 

7.2 6.2 
2,2 1,8 

Not 

Other stated 
Total Black 

races 

Number 

103,509 96,861 6,648 13,863 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

59.8 59.7 62.7 67.0 
27.4 27,6 24.9 24.1 

9.0 9.0 8.2 6.3 
3.7 3.7 4.2 2,6 

Number 

1,847 1,833 14 85 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

94.3 94.3 *1 00.0 95.1 

5,4 5.5 4.9 

0.2 0,2 

0.1 0.1 

Number 

10,803 10,551 252 1,257 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
84.6 84.5 87.6 86.6 
13.8 13.9 11.2 11.7 

1.5 1.5 1.2 1.6 

0.1 0.1 0.2 

Number 

13,223 12,693 530 2,183 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

71.2 70.9 76.7 77.2 
23.8 23.9 20.5 19.9 . 

4.2 4.3 2.5 2.5 

0.8 0.8 0.4 0.4 

Number 

35,208 33,419 1,789 4,781 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 

56.8 56.4 64.4 64.9 
30,2 30.5 24.8 26.8 

9.7 9.8 8.3 6.4 
3.3 3.4 2.5 1.9 
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Table 6. Numbar of reported induced termination of pregnancy by raceand age of woman and percent distributionby age of woman and number of previous 
induced terminations, according to race of womarx 13-State area, 1979—Con. 

[Data include only tnduced term! nations of pregnancy occumng m the reporting area] 

All other 
Age of woman and number 

of previous induced terminations 
All races White 

Total Black 
Other 

Not 
stated 

races 

25-29 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,362 45,120 22,482 20,682 1,800 2,760 

Percent distribution 

Allprevious induced terminations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Noprevious induced termination. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57.4 60.7 50.8 49.9 61.6 57.0 
Iprevious induced termination.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.5 27.1 31.2 31.6 26.4 29.8 

2previous induced terminations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.8 8.6 12.3 12.7 7.6 8.8 

3 or more previous induced terminations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.2 3.5 5.6 5.7 4.4 4.4 

30-34 years Number 

Total, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,526 24,180 11,828 10,516 1,312 ,518 

Percent distribution 

Allprevious induced terminations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 00.0 

Noprevious induced termination. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59.3 63.7 50.2 49.4 56.5 59.7 
Iprevious induced termination.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.1 23.8 30.8 31.2 27.0 25,7 
2previous induced terminations, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.6 8.3 12.2 12.4 10.6 10.0 
3 or more previous induced terminations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., ., . . 5.0 4.2 6.8 6.9 5.9 4.6 

35-39 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77,750 1 ,520 5,545 4.915 630 685 

Percent distribution 

Allprevious induced termtnat!ons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
Noprevlous tnducedtermmatlon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.8 67.6 50.0 49,5 53.1 62.7 

Iprewousm ducedtermmatlon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.0 21,1 30.2 30,5 27.6 21.2 

2previous !nduced terminations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.8 6.9 12.7 12.9 11.2 9.3 

3 or more previous Induced termlnat!ons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.4 4,4 7.1 7.0 8.1 6.9 

40 years and over Number 

Total, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,033 4.118 1,675 1,465 210 240 

Percent dlstrlbu~[on 

Allprewousm ducedtermlnatwxw. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10CLO 

Noprewousm ducedtermmatron. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.6 73.1 54.8 54,8 54.5 64.9 
lprevlous (nduced termination.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.9 16.8 27.4 28.4 21.0 20.9 
Zprewousl nducedt erm)nat!ons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 6.1 11.1 10.7 14.5 6.2 

� 
3 m’ more prewous induced terminations. ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.9 4,0 6.6 6.2 10.0 8.1 

Not stated Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.447 2,195 898 787 111 354 

Percent distribution 

Allprevious induced terminations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Noprevious induced termination.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65.6 68.9 55.6 54.4 63.7 73.0 
lprevious induced termination.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.9 23.5 30.1 30.9 24.5 19.1 

2previous induced terminations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 5.7 10.0 10.7 4.9 6.2 

3 or more previous induced terminations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.6 2.0 4.4 4.0 6.9 1.7 

NOTE: The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Mtssoun. Montana, New York. Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Vkginia. 
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Table 7. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and marital status of woman and percent distribution by marital status and age of woman, 

according to race of womam 12-State area and New York City, 1979 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

All other 

Age of woman and marital status All races White 

All women 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313,396 206,528 

100.0 1000 

1.0 0.7 
11.2 116 
16.2 177 
34,5 346 
20.1 190 
10.5 100 

4,9 47 
1.6 16 

78,530 53,171 

100.0 100,0 

0.1 0.0 
1.4 1.7 

5.3 6.3 
28.7 29.9 
29.3 28.0 
20.2 19.4 
11.0 10.6 

4.1 4.1 

229,747 151,601 

100.0 100.0 

1.4 0.9 
14.5 15.1 

19.9 21.8 

36.5 36.3 
16.9 15,9 

7.2 6.7 
2.8 2.6 
0.8 0.7 

5,119 1,756 

100.0 100.0 

1.0 0.7 
10.8 11.0 
15.4 15.0 

34.8 33.6 
20.4 19.7 
11.2 12.4 

4.8 5.6 
1.6 2.0 

Total Black 

Number 

96,007 89,743 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

1.8 1,9 
10.4 10.8 
12.8 13.1 
34.2 34.7 
22.2 21.8 
11.6 11.0 

5.4 5,1 
1.6 1.5 

Number 

22,861 19,455 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

0.1 0.1 
0.5 0.6 
3.2 3.4 

26.0 27.1 

32.3 32.3 
22.0 21.1 
11.9 11.6 

3.9 3.8 

Number 

72,021 69,244 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

2.3 2,4 
13,5 13.7 

15,8 15.8 

36’.8 36.8 
19.0 18.9 

8.3 8.2 
3.3 3.3 
0.9 0.9 

Number 

1,125 1,044 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

1.8 2.0 
12.4 13.3 

11.1 11.5 

31.6 32.6 
21.8 21.4 
13.0 11.9 

6.3 5.5 
1.8 1.7 

Not 

Other stated 

races 

6,264 10,861 

100.0 100,0 

0.2 0.6 
3.8 9.2 
8.3 16.0 

27.7 35.4 
27.6 21.2 
19.9 11.0 

9.5 4,9 
3.1 1.7 

3,406 2,498 

100.0 100.0 

0.0 
0.3 0.9 
2.4 5.2 

20.2 28.0 

31.9 29.7 
26.8 20.6 
13.9 11.6 

4,5 4.1 

2,777 6,125 

100.0 100.0 

0.5 0.8 

8.1 12.5 

15.6 19.7 

36.9 37.7 

22.4 18.2 

11.2 7.6 

3.9 2.6 

1.4 0.9 

81 2,238 “ 

100.0 100.0 

0.7 
9.8 

5.4 18.0 

18.9 37.4 
27.0 20.1 
27.0 9.3 
17.6 3.4 

4.1 1.2 

NOTE: The 12-State area comprised Colorado, Ill!no(s, Kansas, Mmsoun, Montana, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 
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Table 8. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by age and educational attainment of 
woman, according to race of woman: 9-State area, 1979 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

Age of woman and years of school completed All races White 

All ages


Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Allyears of school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

O-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16years or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Under 15 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyears of school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

O-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16years or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15-17 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyears of school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

O-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16years or more . . . . . . . . . 

8-19 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyears of school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

0-6 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...%. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9-11 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16 years or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20-24 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyears of school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

O-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
12years . . . . . . .. c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16years or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

See note at end of table. 

260,818 174,176 

100.0 100.0 

3.2 2.9 
21.0 19.9 
44.4 43.2 
20.9 22.0 
10.4 11.9 

2,699 1,208 

100.0 100.0 

64.3 63.2 
35.7 36.8 

28,747 19,746 

100.0 100.0 

4.3 3.8 
77.1 77.2 
17.7 18.2 
0.9 0.8 

42.353 31.157 

100.0 100,0

1.2 1.3 

20.3 18.4 
56.6 57.5 
21.5 22.5 
0.4 0.4 

89,632 60,258 

100.0 100.0

1.7 1.8 

13.3 11.7 
45.6 43.7 

28.7 30.3 
10.7 12.6 

All othe; 

Total Black 

Number 

80,443 75,863 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

3.8 3.5 
23.4 23.9 
47.0 47.3 
18.6 18.6 

7.2 6.6 

Number 

1,453 1,441 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

65.3 65.2 
34.7 34.8 

Number 

8,490 8,296 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

5.6 5.6 
77.3 77.4 
16.3 16.3 

0.8 0.8 

Number 

10,319 9,940 

Percent dmtrlbutlon 

100,0 100.0 

1.1 1.0 
25.8 26.0 
54.3 54.3 
18.5 18.4 

0.3 0.3 

Number 

27,314 26,023 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

1.5 1.3 
16.5 16.6 
49.9 50.3 
25.3 25.3 

6.8 6.5 

Not


Other stated 
races 

4,580 6,199 

100.0 100.0 

8.2 6.4 
14.4 21.5 
42.0 42.0 
17.9 18.7 

17.5 11.3 

12 38 

100.0 100.0 

*72.7 56.2 
*27.3 43.7 

194 511 

100.0 100.0 

5.1 2.9 
73.3 70.3 
19,3 23.9 

2.3 2.9 

379 877 

100.0 100.0 

3.4 3.8 
21.2 25.4 
52.5 48.7 
21,8 21.6 

1.1 0.6 

1,291 2,060 

100.0 100.0 
5.7 5.5 

14.2 20.3 
42.5 42.0 

26.1 23.6 
11.4 8.6 
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Table 8. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by race and age of woman and percent distribution by age and educational attainment of 
woman, according to race of woman: 9’-State area, 1979—Con, 

[Data tncl.de only induced termonatm.s of pregnancy occurring m the reporting area] 

Age of woman and years of school completed All races Wh\te 

25-29 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyears of school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

30–34 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyears of school,.,.,.,.,.,., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

35–39 years 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

40 years and over 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyeara of school, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Not stated 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allyears of school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

51,061 32,356 

100.0 100.0 

2,7 2.8 

11.1 9.6 
45.9 42.8 

22.0 22.9 
18,2 21.8 

27,765 17,553 

100.0 100.0 

3.9 3.8 
10.7 9.3 
47.5 44.6 

18.8 ?9.6 

19.1 22.7 

13,133 8,341 

100.0 ~00.0 

5.2 5.0 

12.4 10.5 

50,0 48.3 

15,9 77.0 

16.4 ~9.2 

4,323 2,874 

100.0 100,0 

7.4 7.0 

14,3 13,0 

51.1 49.8 

13.0 14.6 

14.3 15.6 

1,105 683 

100.0 100.0 

4.8 4,7 

19.5 17,9 

46.2 44,0 

18.3 20.2 

11.3 13.2 

All other 

Total Black 

Number 

17,419 16,226 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

2.4 1.9 

13,7 13.9 

51.5 52.1 

20.5 20.8 

12.0 11.2 

Number 

9,382 8,488 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

3.9 3.3 

13.2 13.6 

53.0 54.1 

17.4 17,7 

12.6 11.2 

Number 

4,412 3,980 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

5.5 4,8 

15.9 16.7 

53.3 54.4 

14.2 14,4 

11.1 9.7 

Number 

1,313 1,163 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100,0 

7.8 6.5 

17.0 18.1 

54.3 56.2 

9.5 9.7 

11.5 9.4 

Number 

341 306 

Percent distribution 

100,0 100.0 

5.1 4,5 

21.8 21.9 

52.2 52.8 

14.3 15.2 

6,5 5.6 

Not 

Other stated 
races 

1,193 1,286 

100.0 “ 100.0 

8.4 7.5 

9.9 14.5 

42,6 44.2 

16.9 19.3 

22.1 14.5 

894 830 

100.0 I 00.0 

9.8 7.5 

8.9 10.9 

41,5 43.8 

13.8 17.5 

25.9 20,2 

432 380 

100.0 100.0 

12,3 7.4 

7.6 13.7 

42.3 44.7 

12.8 11,1 

25.1 23.2 

150 136 

100,0 100.0 

17.9 12.7 

8.2 14.1 

38.8 40,8 

7.5 16,9 

27.6 15.5 

35 81 

100.0 100.0 

12.5 2.7 

20.8 27.0 

45.8 32.4 

4.2 18.9 

16.7 18.9 

NOTE: The9-State area comprised Missouri, Monlana, New York, Oregon, South Carol ina, Tennessee, Utah, VermOnt, and V(rginia 
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Table 9. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by type of procedure and percent distribution by period of gestation, 
according to type of procedur= 13-State area, 1979 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

Period of gestationl 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Seeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

9 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

10 weeks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
11 weeka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
14 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
16 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
17 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

18waeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Not stated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

All Suction Sharp 
procedures curettage curettage 

2363.192 333,339 5,347 

100.0 92.8 1.5 

100.0 95.3 2.9 
100.0 96.8 1.9 
100.0 97.9 1.4 
100.0 98.2 1.2 
100.0 98.1 1.1 
100.0 97.6 0.9 
100.0 95.0 1.2 
100.0 90.4 0.8 
100.0 78.8 0.8 
100.0 59.1 1.0 
100.0 38.7 0.8 
100.0 29.0 1.1 
100.0 21.2 0.7 
100.0 18.2 0.5 
100.0 14.9 0.5 
100.0 14.2 0.7 
100.0 82.2 3.0 

Saline 
instillation 

Prostaglandin 
Hysterotom y Hysterectomy Other

instillation 

Number 

12,086 4,484 

Percent distribution 

3.4 1.2 

0.2 0.1 
0.1 0.0 
0.1 0.0 
0.2 0.1 
0.4 0.1 
0.7 0.3 
2.0 0.8 
5.1 1.8 

11.9 4.9 
24.0 10.4 
36.9 17.4 
46.1 19.4 
51.1 23.2 
57.3 20.6 

60.3 19.1 

64.4 15.4 
5.2 3.8 

60 128 3,638 

0.0 0.0 1.0 

0.0 0.0 1.5 
0.0 1.1 

0.0 0.0 0.5 
0.0 0.0 0.3 
0.0 0.0 0.4 
0.0 0.0 0.4 
0.0 0.0 0.9 
0.1 0.0 1.8 
0.1 0.1 3.4 
0.2 0.1 6.1 
0.3 0.1 5.8 
0.1 0.1 4.3 
0.1 0.1 3.6 

0.0 3.4 
0.1 5.0 
0.2 0.0 5.1 

0.3 5.5 

lperiOd Of gestation i5a comb(nationof calculated gestation from’’date last normal menaesbegan"' and'' physician" sestimate of9estation: 
Z]nc]udes procedure not stated. 

NOTE The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montsna, New York, Oregon, Rhode laland, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Wrginia 
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Table 10. Nu~berofrepotied induced terminations of pregnancy by race of woman and percent distribution by period Of 9estation, 

eccordingto race of woman: 13-State area, 1979 

[Dsta include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

All other 

Not 
Period of gestation All races White 

Other stated 
Total Black 

races 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363,192 245,820 

Allperiods of gestation, .,...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,0 

Number 

103,509 96,861 

Percent distribution 

100.0 100.0 

12.1 11.7 

15.0 14.7 

17.7 17.5 
15.3 15.4 
12.7 12.9 

9.3 9.5 
5.8 5.9 

3.0 3.0 

1.8 1.8 
1.2 1.3 
1.2 1.3 

1.1 1.2 

1.1 1.1 

0.8 0.8 
0.7 0.7 
1.2 1.2 

6,648 

100.0

17.6 

19.6 

20.0 
14.5 
10.1 

6.2 
3.9 

2.0 

1.4 

0.7 
0.9 

0.7 

0.7 

0.4 
0.5 

0.9 

13,863 

100.0

13.9 

18.3 

20.3 
15.6 
12.1 

7.9 
4.1 

2.3 

1.4 
0.9 
0.7 

0.6 

0.6 
0.4 
0.3 

0.6 

11.7 

16.3 

18.9 

16.0 
12.9 

9.1 
5,1 
2.6 

1.5 
1.0 

0.9 

0.9 

0.8 

0.6 
0.5 
1.0 

100.0


11.4 

16.7 

19.4 
16.3 
13.0 

9.1 

4.9 

2.6 
1.4 

0.9 
0.8 

0.8 

0.7 
0.6 

0.4 
1.0 

lperi~d~fgestati~n isa ~ombinatio” of calculated gest.micm fmm’.date last normal menses began’’ and’’physiciases timateofof 9estati0fl.”


NOTE The 13-State area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.
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TabIell, Number ofrepotied induced terminaions ofpregnancy bymaritil watusand ageofwoman andpercent distiibtiion byageofwoman andnumberof 
previous live births, according tomarital status of woman 12-State area and New York City, 1979 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

Age of woman and All Married Unmarried Not Age of woman and All Married Unmarried Not 
number of previous live births women women women stated number of previous live births women women women stated 

All ages Number 20-24 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313,396 78,530 229,747 5,119 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107,068 22,305 83,104 1,659 

Percent distribution Percent distribution 

All previous Iive births . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 All previous live births . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Noprevious live birth . . . . . . . 54.9 21,8 66.3 55.4 No previous live birth . . . . . . . 58.4 31.2 65,7 59.5 
previous live birth . . . . . . . . . 20.2 26.5 18.1 19.8 previous live birth . . . . . . . . . 25.0 35.1 22.3 23.3 
previous live births. , . . . . . . 14.6 29.5 9.5 14.3 previous live births . . . . . . . . 12.5 25.3 9.0 12.6 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 6.0 12.9 3.6 5.9 previous live births . . . . . . . . 3.2 6.4 2.3 3.6 
previous live births . . . . . . . . 2.4 6.3 1.4 2.5 previous live births. . . . . . . . 0,7 1.5 0.5 0.6 
previous live births, ., . . . . . 1.0 2.1 0.6 1.1 previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.2 
previous Iive births . . . . . . . . 0.4 0.9 0.2 0.5 previous live births . . . . . . . . 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.2 
or more previous live births. . . 0.4 0.9 0.2 0.6 or more previous live births. . . 0.0 0.1 0.0 

Under 15 years Number 25-29 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,184 42 3,096 46 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62.226 22,766 38,489 972 

Percent distribution Percent distribution 

All previous live births . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 All previous live births. . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Noprevious live birth ... ..., 97.5 81.0 97.8 91.1 No previous live birth . . . . . . . 36.9 21.6 46.0 41.1 
previous live birth . . . . . . . . . 2.3 14.3 2.0 8.9 previous live birth. . . . . . . . . 26.0 27.4 25.2 23.6 
previous live births. . . . . . . 0.2 2.4 0.1 previous live births. . . . . . . . 23.5 32.5 18.2 22.5 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.0 2.4 previous live births. . . . . . . . 9.0 12.4 7.0 8.2 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 previous live births. . . . . . . . 3.1 4.3 2.4 2.7 
previous live birtha. . . . . . . . previous live births. . . . . . . . 1.0 1.2 0.8 1.5 
pravious live births. . . . . . . . previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.3 
or more previous live births. . . or more previous live births, . . 0.2 0.2 0.1 

15-17 years Number 30-34 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34,655 1,054 33,085 516 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,724 15,686 16,503 535 

Percent distribution Percent distribution 

All previous live births. . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 All Previous live births, ., . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

No previous live births . . . . . . 92.4 54.1 93,6 89.8 No previous live birth . . . . . . . 21,4 12.0 30.1 26.6 

previous live birth. . . . . . . . . 6.9 39.7 5.8 8.8 previous live birth. . . . . . . . . 21.9 19.5 24.2 20.5 
previous live births. . . . . . . 0.7 4.6 0.5 1.2 previous live births. . . . . . . . 30.1 36.5 24.1 26.7 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.1 1.0 0.0 0.2 previous live births. . . . . . . . 15.3 18.7 12.0 15.5 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.0 0.5 0.0 previous live births, . . . . . . . 6.8 8.0 5.7 6.6 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.0 0.1 prewous live births. . . . . . . . 2.7 3.2 2.3 3.1 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 prewous live births. . . . . . . . 1.1 1.2 1.0 1.0 

or more previous live births. . . 0.0 0.0 or more previous live births. . . 0.8 0.9 0.6 1.0 

16-19 years Number 35-39 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,107 4,153 45,219 735 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,199 8,688 6,380 231 

Percent distribution Percent diatributton 

All previous live births. . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 All previous live births. . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

No previous live birth . . . . . . . 81.2 44.5 84.6 77.1 No previous live birth . . . . . . . 12.3 7.2 19.1 14.8 

previous live birth. . . . . . . . . 15.2 41.5 12.7 17.6 previous live birth. . . . . . . . . 14.5 12.9 16.7 15.7 
previous live births. . . . . . 3.2 12,0 2,3 4.7 previous live births. . . . . . . . 29.3 32.6 25.2 22.0 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.4 1.7 0.3 0.3 previous live births. . . . . . . . 21.0 23.1 18.3 18.4 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.3 previous live births. . . . . . . . 11.2 12.1 9.8 15.2 

previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 0.0 previous live births. . . . . . . . 6.8 6.0 5.4 6.7 
previous live births. . . . . . . . 0.0 0.0 previous live births. . . . . . . . 3.1 3.3 2.9 1.8 

or more previous live births. . . 0.0 0.0 0.0 or more previous live births. . . 2.8 2.9 2.6 5.4 

See note at end of table. 
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Table 11. Number of reported inducedtermination of pregnancy by maritalatatuaand age of woman and percentdistributionby age of woman and number of 
previous live births, according to marital status of woman: 12-State araa and New York City, 1979—Con. 

[Data incl.ds only induced terminations of prsgnancyoccurring in the reporting area] 

Age of woman and All Married Unmarried Not Age of woman and All Mi?rned Unmarried Not 

rrumber of previous live births women women women stated number of previous live biflhs women women women stated 

40 years and over Number Not stated Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,064 3,170 1,817 77 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,169 767 2,054 348 

Percent distribution Percent distribution 

All previous live births . . . . . . 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 All previous live births . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

No previous live birth . . . . . . 9.6 4.9 17.3 20.8 No previous live birth . ..!... 52.8 20,1 65.4 52.0 

previous Iive birth . . . . . . . . . 9.9 7.9 13.6 6.9 previous live birth . . . . . . . . . 19.2 25.2 17,1 17.9 

previous Iive births,....,,. 23.9 26,2 20.2 16.7 previous live births . . . . . . . . 14.9 26.0 10,4 17.5 

previous live births, . . . 22.0 24.5 17.8 20.8 previous live births. . . . . 7.0 15.3 4,1 4.9 

previous live births, . . . . . . . 14.9 16.3 12,4 16.7 previous live births. . . . . . . . 3.0 6.9 1.4 3,3 

previous live births, . . . . . . . 7.8 8,0 7.5 5.6 previous live births. . . . . . . . 1.4 3.0 0.9 0.8 

previous live births . . . . . . . . 4.6 4.9 4,2 1.4 previous live births. . . . . . . . 1.0 1.7 0.6 2.0 

or more previous live births. 7.1 7.1 7.0 11.1 or morepreviouslivebirths. 0.8 1.9 0.2 1.6 

NOTE: The 12-Stata area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri Montana, Oregon, RhOde Island. SOuth CarOlina. Tennessee, Utah, VefmOnt, andvirginia. 
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Table 12. Number ofinduced terminationsofpragnancy byeducational aWinment, race,andageofwoman andpercent tistiib@ion byrace, age, andperiodof 
gestation, accordng coeducational aHainment ofwoman: 9-Stite area, 1979 

[Data mcl.de only induced term, nattons of pregnancy occurring In the reporr,ng area] 

Years of school completed 

Period of gestation, 1 age, and race of woman Total	 o-8 9-71 12 13-15 16 years Not 
years years years years or more stated 

ALL RACES2 

All ages Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260,818 7,779 50.334 106,469 50,056 24,988 21,192 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 1I 00.0 100.0 00.0 100.0 100.0 
6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.4 10.6 8.2 12.6 13.3 18.9 12.2 
7-8 weeks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.2 29.7 27.7 34.9 39.5 44.6 34.6 
9-12 weeks................,.,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.0 44.6 48.3 42.7 40.3 31.6 38.9 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.1 7.1 7.5 5.0 3.6 2.4 5.6 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.2 6.4 6.5 3.7 2.5 1.7 7.3 
21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.1 1.5 1.8 1.0 0.7 0.7 1.4 

10-17 years Number 

Total .,,,...,...,...,.,......,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,446 2,693 21,239 4,665 227 2,622 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
6weeks or less.............,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.5 5.9 6.1 8.7 7.5 6.7 
7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.5 21.8 25.0 29.9 33.9 24.7 
9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.0 47.7 50.2 48.2 45.4 42.7 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.2 10.6 8.4 5.9 4.4 8.9 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.2 11.2 7.7 5.5 6.2 14.2 
21 weeks or more . . . . . . . . . !., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 2.8 2.5 1.8 2.6 2.8 

8-24 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131,985 1,903 19,004 60,057 32,219 9,032 9,770 

Percent distribution 

Allperlods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.4 9.2 7.9 10.1 11.2 15.9 10.3 
7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.9 29.9 27.2 32.3 38.3 43.6 33.3 
9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.7 46.7 49.2 46.3 42.9 34.8 41.0 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.4 7.7 7.8 5.7 3.9 2.9 5.7 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.4 5.1 6.2 4.4 2.8 2.0 8.2 
Zlweeks or more...........,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.2 1.3 1.6 1.2 0.8 0.8 1.4 

25 years or more Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96,282 3,139 9,911 41,321 17,441 15,852 8,618 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.0 15.4 13.1 16.8 17.3 20.6 15.9 
7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.1 36.2 34.4 39.1 41.9 45.3 39.2 
9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.1 40.9 42.5 37.0 35.3 29.8 35.3 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.6 3.9 5.1 3.8 3.1 2.1 4.5 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.6 3.1 4.2 2.6 1.8 1.6 4.2 
21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.9 

See footnotes and note at end of table. 
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Table 12. Number of inducedterminationsof pregnancyby educationalattainment,race,and age of woman and percentdistributionby race,age, and periodof 
gestation,according to educational attainmentof woman: 9-State area, 1979—Con. 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy o.cumng in the reporting area] 

Years of school completed 

Period of gestation, 1 age, and race of woman Total 
O–8 9–11 12 13–75 16 years Not 

years years years years or more stated 

ALL RACES2—Con, 

Not stated Number 

Total, ., ., ., ., ., .,, . . . . . . . . . . . 1,105 44 180 426 169 104 182 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation .,.,.,.,. . 100.0 100,0 000 100.0 I 00.0 100,0 100.0 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,0 11,4 101 16.5 14.8 25.2 17.8 

7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.4 40.9 247 38.0 37.3 38.8 35.1 

9–12 weeks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.0 34,1 47 !3 39.4 40.8 30.1 40.2 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.0 4.5 73 3.5 1.8 4.9 2.9 
16-20 weeks...,.,.,.,.,.,., . 3.8 9,1 79 1.9 4.1 1,0 4.0 
21weeks or more.....,,,.,.,.,.. 0.7 17 0.7 1.2 

WI-I ITE 

All ages Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174,176 4,715 3 ,871 69,410 35,363 19,167 3,650 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 
6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.3 10.7 79 12.4 13.0 18.9 11.8 

7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.3 30.5 281 35.8 40.6 45.6 35.6 

9–12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.1 45.9 49:3 43.0 40.2 31.0 39.1 
13–15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.6 6.3 70 4.5 3.2 2.2 5.4 
16–20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.6 5.2 55 3.3 2.3 1.6 6.8 
21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 1.4 17 1.0 0.7 0.7 1.3 

10-17 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,954 1,364 14,420 3,305 153 1,712 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation,.,.,.,., 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,3 6.2 5.8 8.7 5.2 6.6 

7–8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,5 21.5 25.8 31.6 38.6 25.6 

9–12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,8 50.7 52.2 49.0 43.8 43.8 

13–15 weeks,.,.,..,,..,,.,., 7,5 9.4 7,7 6.2 3.9 8.9 
16–20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.7 9.5 6.3 3.9 5.9 12.9 
21weeks or more, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,2 2.6 2.3 1.6 2.6 2.2 

18–24 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91.415 1.346 1 ,898 41,168 23.616 7,159 6,329 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100,0 00.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 
6weeksor les.s, , . . . . . . . ...,,.... 10.4 9.2 8.0 9.9 11.0 15.9 9.6 

7–8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.2 30.4 27.4 33,5 39.5 44.9 34.3 

9–12 weeks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.8 47.1 50.7 46,6 42.6 34.3 41.2 

13–15 weeks ., ., ., ., ...,.,... 4.8 7,4 7.2 5,1 3.4 2.3 5.6 

16–20 weeks ., .,, , ., ., .,.,.... 3.8 4.4 5.3 3,8 2.6 1.8 7.9 

Zlweeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.1 1,5 1.4 1,1 0.8 0.8 1.4 

See footnotes and note at end of table. 
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Table 12. Number of irduced terminationsof pregnancy by educationalattainment,race,and age of woman and percentdistributionby race,age, and periodof 
gestation, according to educational attainment of woman: 9-State area, 1979—Con. 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring m the reporting area] 

Years of school completed 

Period of gestation, 1 age, and race of woman Total 
o-6 9-11 72 13-15 16 years Not 

years years years years or more stated 

WHITE—Con. 

25 years or more Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61,124 1,977 5,447 24,676 11,575 11,930 5,519 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.3 14.9 13.5 17.0 17.1 20.7 15.8 
7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41.4 36.2 35.7 40.3 42.9 46.1 40.1 
9-12 weeks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.3 42.1 41.8 36.4 35.2 29.1 35.2 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.2 3.5 4.8 3.4 2.7 2.1 4.2 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.3 2.7 3.6 2.2 1.7 1.5 3.7 
21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.9 

Not stated Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 683 28 106 261 120 78 90 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.0 12.4 16.1 15.0 24.7 19.1 

7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,2 57.1 24.8 36.0 40.8 40.3 33.7 
9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.1 32.1 43.8 41.4 38.3 31.2 44.9 

13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.3 7.1 9.5 3.8 1.7 3.9 2.2 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 3.6 8.6 1.5 2.5 
21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.9 1.0 1.1 1,7 

8LACK 

All ages Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.863 2,537 17,248 34,103 13,409 4,767 3,799 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
6weeks or less.............,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.9 9.4 8.3 12.5 13.8 18.5 9.7 
7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.9 26.0 26.4 32.6 36.4 40.5 26.8 

9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.7 44.3 46.2 42.9 41.1 34.6 40.3 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.4 9.1 8.6 6.0 4,8 3.6 8.0 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.7 9.3 8.4 4.8 3.0 2.3 12.7 

21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,4 1.8 2.2 1.2 0.8 0.5 2.4 

10-17 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,737 1,297 6,533 1,276 64 567 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
6weeks or lass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 5.6 6.9 8.6 12.5 4.8 
7-8 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.1 22.0 23.2 25.5 23.4 18.2 
9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.5 44.9 46.2 46.0 48.4 37.7 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 11.6 10.0 8.0 6.2 10.9 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.5 12.8 10.7 9.9 7.8 22.7 
21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.1 3.1 3.1 2.0 1.6 5.7 

See footnotes and nore at end of table, 
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Table 12. Number of induced terminations of pregnancy by educational attainment, race, and age of woman and percent distribution by race, age, and 

period of gestation, according to educational attainment of woman: 9-State area, 1979—Con. 

[Data !nclude only induced termin.wcms of pregnancy occurri~g In the repcmting area] 

Years of school completed 

Period of gestation, 1 age, and race of woman Total 
O-8 9-71 12 13–75 16 years Not 

years years years years or more stated 

f3LACK-Con. 

18–24 years Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,963 414 6,593 17,654 8,031 1,654 1,617 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation,...,.,.. . . . . . . 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.1 8.2 7.5 10.1 11.5 15.6 8.7 
7–8 weeks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.0 25.8 26.2 29.4 34,4 37.9 23,3 
9-12 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.4 47.6 47,1 46,1 44,3 37.5 42,9 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,1 9.7 9.0 7,1 5.5 5.4 8.4 
16–20 weeks.....,.,.....,.,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 8.0 8.0 5.8 3.5 2.9 14.4 
Zlweeka or more.,.,,,.,.,.,.,., . . . . . . . 1.4 0.7 21 1,4 0.8 0.7 2.4 

25 years or more Number 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,857 814 4,063 15,031 5.273 3,098 1,578 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 
6weeks or leas.,.,...,.,.,,,.,,, . . . . . . . . . 15.7 15,7 11.9 15.6 17.2 20.0 12.5 
7-8 weeks ., ., ., ., ., .,.,.,.,. . . . . . . . 36.9 32,7 31.9 36.8 39.8 41.8 33.4 
9–12 weeka, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.7 41.9 44,5 38.9 36.2 33.2 38.5 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,.,,..,,,,., 4.5 5.0 5.7 4.6 3.9 2.6 6.8 
16–20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.4 4.2 5.3 3.2 2.2 2.0 7.5 
21weeks or more..,.......,.. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.9 0.7 0.5 1.3 

Not stated Number 

Total, ,,, .,,,.,.,..,,,,...,,,,,. . . . . 306 12 59 142 41 15 37 

Percent distribution 

Allperiods of gestation .,...,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

6weeks or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.1 ‘33.3 3.4 17.0 14.6 *26.7 8.1 
7–8 weeks.,.,...,,.,,...,.,., . . . . . 34.8 *8.3 23,7 41.8 26.8 “53.3 35.1 
9–12 weeks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.7 “33.3 54,:! 34.8 51.2 *1 3.3 43.2 
13-15 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.6 6,8 3.5 *6.7 2.7 
16-20 weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.2 ‘25.0 8.5 2.8 7.3 10,8 
21weeks or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.7 3.4 

1peri Od of ge~tatiO” is a ~~mbinat(~” of calculated gestat~on from date last normal menses began” and “ph/slclan’s estimate of 9estatiOn.” 

Zl”cludes races other than white and black. 

NOTE: The 9-State area comprised M!ssouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, South Carollna, Tennessee, Utah, ‘/ermont, and Virginia. 



Table 13. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy by placa of occurrence and place of raaidence: Each of 13 States and New York City, 1979 

Piece of residence 

All places of residence. . . . . 

United States . . . . . . . . . . . 

Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

District of Columbia . . . . . . . 
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Maina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Massachusetts. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Miasiasippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Montana, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
New Hampshire . . . . . . . . . . . 
New Jarsey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Naw Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Upstate New York. . . . . 
New York City . . . . . . . . 

North Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . 
North Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
South Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . 
South Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reponing area] 

Place of occurrence 

Total 
colo- Mon- New York Rhode South 
rado 

Illinois Kansas Missouri Oregon 
Island Carolina 

Tennessee Uteh Vermont VirQinia 
tana 

Total Upstate City 

364,219 16,476 68,187 12,335 17,289 3,447 154,183 50,369 103,614 14,501 5,389 10.976 23,400 3;697 2,925 31,414 

363,192 16,470 68,183 12,332 17,288 3,431 153,211 49,796 103,415 14,493 5,389 10,974 23,400 3,697 2.911 31,413 

180 1 1 12 5 7 3 162 1 
21 1 3 3 2 1 14 

16 7 2 1 2 2 1 3 
1,094 3 7 13 55 1 5 5 1 1,009 
152 10 12 2 2 28 5 23 76 2 2 3 4 2 9 

15,208 15,183 8 1 1 5 3 2 1 2 5 1 1 
1,640 4 1 1,548 667 881 72 3 7 5 

22 1 18 4 14 . . 3 
132 1 1 1 36 4 32 1 1 91 
151 2 9 1 4 2 94 51 43 1 8 10 1 19 
402 1 2 34 28 6 1 80 276 8 

7 2 1 2 2 1 1 
205 11 55 34 78 1 26 

67,355 17 65,232 79 1,725 1 283 43 240 1 3 10 4 
1,396 2 1,299 2 12 69 32 37 1 8 3 

273 7 217 24 10 15 4 11 
7,861 80 2 7,295 479 1 2 1 1 
1,139 55 1 17 54 32 22 5 991 16 

30 3 1 3 13 2 11 9 1 
48 43 15 28 1 1 1 2 

392 2 3 137 18 119 3 247 
882 4 2 1 228 81 147 632 2 7 6 
102 1 41 1 51 11 40 1 5 2 

30 1 3 2 2 18 10 8 2 1 1 
1,603 3 1 2 9 5 4 1 1,585 2 

20,864 15 934 4,753 14,931 60 4 56 171 
3,340 22 3,315 2 1 

185 144 1 31 5 1 1 1 2 
18 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9 1 
56 19 12 7 2 34 1 

4,481 1 1 1 1 4,452 4,123 3 1 1 1 19 
144 140 2 2 1 1 

144,244 9 10 1 1 143,591 47,060 98,531 2 5 7 2 1 588 27 
50,973 4 7 1 1 50,357 45,793 4,564 1 3 1 1 586 11 
93,271 5 3 93,234 1,267 91,967 1 2 6 1 1 2 16 

1,382 1 3 1 43 21 22 196 56 1 1,081 
19 6 2 1 5 5 3 2 

157 2 10 1 131 50 81 .- 4 4 5 
188 52 2 114 13 1 5 2 3 1 

13,889 2 1 1 2 13,876 1 2 1 2 
1,882 2 6 1 2 1,832 1,184 648 2 4 2 31 
4,749 1 80 19 61 4,666 2 

10,666 21 17 4 1 10,630 8 6 
20 12 1 1 2 3 2 1 1 

cd 



Table 13. Number of reported induced terminations of pregnancy byplace ofocxurrence andplace ofreaidence: Each of13Statea and New York C~, 1979—Con. 

Place of residence 

Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Virginia .,...,.........,..


Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


West Virginia..,......,,,,


Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Nonresidents . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Puerto Rico . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Virgin islands,.........,,,


Canada, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Remainder of world. . .


[Data include only induced terminations of pregnancy occurring in the reporting area] 

Place of occurrence 

Total New York 
cOlO- Mon- Rhode South 

rado tana 
Total Upstate City 

Isjand Carolina 

18,815 1 3 2 3 25 16 9 6 18,752 1 22 

159 80 11 5 9 1 33 10 23 2 9 9 

3,579 82 1 1 1 2 3,493 

2,287 19 8 11 2,268 

29,767 3 3 1 4- 85 20 65 4 303 1 29,363 

448 2 1 1 4 4 2 2 435 1 

472 1 40 5 35 1 13 417 

294 1 235 3 50 2 48 1 1 1 2 

746 548 47 1 1 1 149 

1,027 6 4 3 1 16 972 573 399 8- 2 14 1 

45 3 40 1 39 1 1 

4 3 3 1 

828 1 14 793 557 236 7- 13 

8 3 1 4 1 3 

142 3 1 1 1 2 132 14 118 1 1 

Illinois Kansas Missouri Oregon Tennessee Utah Vermont Virginia 

I 



Technical notes 

Nature and sources of data 

Data in this report are based on information for 13 
States in 1979 (Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, 
Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia). 
Data for Nebraska are not shown because of the 
absence of data on race and other items. Data for 
Illinois are not included in the comparisons between 
1978 and 1979 because the data by race are not 
comparable. 

These areas provided data on magnetic tape for 
individual events coded fkom copies of the original 
reports of induced termination of pregnancy. The data 
were provided to the National Center for Health 
Statistics through the Vital Statistics Cooperative Pro-
gram. Two other sources currently publish information 
on induced abortions: the Centers for Disease Control, 
another component of the U.S. Public Health Service, 
and the Alan Guttrnacher Institute, a private organi­
zation. 

Item completeness 

Item completeness, measured by the percent of 
records with codes other than “not stated,” is shown in 
table I for the varying number of States included in the 
analysis of each item. States were excluded from 
analysis either if they did not collect information on the 
item or if reporting of an item was incomplete. Table I 
shows that resident status was 100 percent complete for 
both 1978 and 1979. Residence information, if unknown 
or incomplete, is allocated at the coding level according 
to the following rules: records with unknown residence 
are allocated to place of occurrence; records in which 

only State of residence is reported with no city or 
county specii3ed and in which the State named is 
different from the State of occurrence are allocated to 
the largest city of the State of residence. 

Classification of data 

Procedures used for coding and classifying the 
items on the Report of Induced Termination of Preg­
nancy are described in the NCHS Vital Statistics 
Instruction Manual, Part 10, “Classification and cod­
ing instructions for induced termination of pregnancy 
records, 1979.”4 Codes for geographic areas are de-
scribed in “Vital records geographic classtilcation, 
1970 (revised 1975),” part 8 of the Vital Statistics 
Instruction Manual. 5 Additional information on clas­
sifying selected items can be found in the Technical 
Appendix of volume I of Vital Statistics of the United 
States.6 Ueftitions of types of procedures used maybe 
found in the publication Legahked Abortion and the 
Public Health. 7 Data on period of gestation are com­
puted from information on “date of termination” and 
“date of last normal menses.” If date last normal 
menses began is not stated or computed, gestation in 
weeks is not possible and “physician’s estimate of 
gestation in weeks” is used. 

Ratios, percents, and medians 

Measures of incidence in this report are based on 
ratios of induced terminations of pregnancy to live 
births. These ratios refer to the number of induced 

NOTE: A list of references follows the text. 

Table 1. Percent completeness for items on reporting form and number of reporting States, 1978 and 1979 

1979 1978 

Item Number of Number of
Percent Percent

reporting repor&ing
completeness 

States 
completeness 

States 

Age of woman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99.1 13 98.0 8 

Complications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.5 13 .-. . . 

Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91.9 9 91.1 4 
Marital status of woman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98.4 112 98.6 7 

Period of gestation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99.7 13 99.6 8 

Previous induced terminations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.9 13 94.7 8 

Previous live births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96.9 13 95.0 8 

Race of woman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96.2 13 97.0 8 
Resident statusz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 13 100.0 8 
Type of procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98.9 13 97.7 8 

1New y~rk Civ also reported marital status. 
2Re~ident status unknown was allocated at the coding leVel, see Technical notes. 
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Table II. Comparison of two types of ratios of induced termination of pregnancy by race and age of woman: 13-State area, 197!? 

~YPe I rePresen* numbers of induced te~inations of pregnancy Occurflng in the area among residents of the area per 1,000 live births occurring in the area among residents of 
the area; type II represents numbers of inducsd terminations of pregnancy occurring in the area among residenta of the area per 1,COO live births and induced terminations 

occurring in the area among residents of the area] 

All racesl White Black 
Age of woman 

Type I Type II Type I Type II Type I Type II 

Alleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390.7 280.9 343.7 255.8 599.4 374.8 

1,890.8 654.1 2,199.6 687.5 1,734.3 634.3 

1,257.1 556.9 1,530.6 604.8 1,075,1 518.1 
726.1 420.7 809.3 447.3 559.7 358.9 

963.4 490,7 1,225.4 550.6 707.0 414.2 

838.4 456.0 1,028.1 506.9 575.8 365.4 

732.5 422.8 851.1 459.8 514.5 339.7 

792.5 442.1 898.2 473.2 564.8 360.9 

599.2 374.7 623.6 384,1 538.2 349.9 

410.1 290.8 363.6 266.6 600.3 375.1 
246.7 197.9 194.5 162.8 567.0 361.8 

261.6 207.3 209,0 172.9 594.2 372.7 

455.1 312.8 382.8 276.8 804.7 445.9 

882.0 468.6 806.4 446.4 1,169.8 539.1 

1 l“clude~ ~CeS other than white and black. 

NOTE: The 13-Stste area comprised Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 

terminations and live births occurring in the reporting 
States to residents of the reporting States. In the 
computation of ratios, “not stated” cases have been 
distributed according to the known proportion for a 
particular characteristic. Ratios of induced termina­
tions of pregnancy provide an approximate measure of 
the frequency of induced abortions to the frequency of 
pregnancies. Two forms of induced abortion ratios are 
shown in table II: Type I is the number of induced 
abortions per 1,000 live births and type II is the number 
of induced abortions per 1,000 live births and induced 
abortions. Induced abortion ratios in the text of this 
report are of type I. These ratios are larger than those of 
type II because the latter include a larger number of 
events in the denominator than the former. Both ratios 
have the same number of events —induced termina­
tions-in the numerator of the ratio. For type I ratios 
age differentials are greater; that is, the range between 
the largest and the smallest ratios by age of woman is 
greater than for type 11ratios. Induced abortion differ­
entials by race are also more pronounced using type I 
than type H ratios. 

In the computation of percent distributions and 
medians, “not stated” cases are excluded. Proportional 
allocation of “not stated” cases in computing these 
measures would yield exactly the same results. Medians 
were computed using single years of age and single 
weeks of gestation. 

Percent change in abortion ratios is calculated 
according to the following formula: 

RI –R2 
“ 100 

R2 

where R1 is the 1979 ratio and R2 is the 1978 ratio. 
The total percent change is a weighted average of the 
change for the groups of interest. While it is unusual, 
the total percent change can be greater than either of the 
percent changes in its component parts as seen in table 
D. 

Data are shown with an asterisk (*) when the base 
of the measure includes less than 20 events. 
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Symbols 

..- Data not available 

. . . Category not applicable 

Quantity zero 

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than 

0.05 

z	 Quantity more than zero but less than 500 

where numbers are rounded to thousands 

* Figure does not meet standards of 

reliability or precision 
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