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Trends in First Births to Older Mothers, 1970-79

by Stephanie J. Ventura, A.M., Division of Vital Statistics

Highlights.

More than 115,000 births in 1979 were to
mothers in their thirties having their first child. This
is 73 percent more than in 1975 (67,578 births) and
more than twice as many as in 1970 (54,108 births).
The increase in first-birth rates to these women has
been just as dramatic. For example, the rate for
women in their early thirties increased 66 percent,
from 7.3 first births per 1,000 women aged 30-34
years in 1970 to 12.1 in 1979.

The steady increase in first-birth rates for women
in their thirties has occurred at a time when birth
rates for women of other ages and higher birth orders
have generally fallen. The available data show clearly
that first-birth rates for women in their teens and
early twenties have declined considerably in recent
years, although first-birth rates are still highest for
women aged 20-24 years.

The proportion of women aged 25-29 who are
unmarried has nearly doubled, increasing from 14.7
percent to 28.1 percent, in the 10-year period
1969-79. It is evident that large numbers of women
have postponed marriage and motherhood to an un-
precedented extent since the post-depression years of
the 1930’s. The proportion of women aged 25-29
years who are still childless has jumped sharply. For
example, among women born in 1950 (the cohort of
1950), 25 percent had had no children as of the end
of 1979 (at age 30), compared with just 14 percent
for comparably aged women born 10 years earlier.

The desire of many women to complete their edu-
cation and become established in a career appears to
be an important factor in accounting for the high
levels of postponed childbearing. In 1979, nearly half
of the first-time mothers aged 30-34 years had com-
pleted 4 years or more of college, compared with just
28 percent in 1970. The estimated first-birth rate for
these women increased nearly 60 percent between
1970 and 1979, from 19.1 first births per 1,000
women to 30.3. .

Among all first births to mothers aged 30-34
years, 7.5 percent were of low birth weight, weighing
less than 2,500 grams (5 pounds, 8 ounces), com-
pared with 6.9 percent for all births regardless of age
of mother or live-birth order. The proportion of
low-birth-weight infants was much lower for births to
women of the same age who had completed college
(6.0 percent). First-time mothers from their mid-
twenties to their mid-thirties are more likely than
women of other ages to seek prenatal care early in
pregnancy; in 1979, nearly 90 percent of 25-34-
year-old mothers of first births began prenatal care in
the first trimester.

The phenomenon of delayed childbearing has re-
ceived growing attention in recent years. Interest has
focused on the impact of delayed childbearing on
completed fertility, on the socioeconomic character-
istics of women who have delayed the start of their
families, and on the health implications for mother
and child. This report describes trends and differen-
tials in first births and first-birth rates to older
mothers as well as the demographic characteristics of
these women and the health of their newborn chil-
dren. The report focuses on trends in delayed child-
bearing since 1970 because the most substantial
changes have occurred during this period. Some
figures and tables show data for earlier years in order
to place the recent changes in historical perspective.

Birth rates

First-birth rates for women aged 25-39 years have
increased steadily since the early 1970’s (figures 1
and 2 and table 1). The largest increases have been
observed for women in their early thirties with the
rate increasing 73 percent, from 7.0 first births per
1,000 women aged 30-34 years in 1972 to 12.1 in
1979. The rate for women aged 35-39 years rose by
33 percent during this period, from 1.8 to 2.4, while
the increase for women 25-29 years was 29 percent,
from 29.4 to 37.9.
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women 25-39 years of age: United States, 1970-79

These increases occurred while first-birth rates for
younger women aged 15-19 and 20-24 years were
falling. The declines for women aged 20-24 years
were substantial in the early 1970’s; the rate fell from
78.2 in 1970 to 56.5 in 1973. Since 1973, the rates
have ranged between 53.8 and 56.5 per 1,000. Rates
for teenagers have dropped steadily during the 1970’s
except for a slight upturn in 1979. The rate of first
births to women aged 40-44 years has been extremely
low throughout the 197Q0’s; the rate was 0.3 first
births per 1,000 women in this age group for the
years 1972-79.

The increases in first-birth rates for women in
their thirties occurred during a period of otherwise
generally declining fertility for these women (table 2).
The overall reductions in their fertility are associated
with substantial declines in higher order birth rates.
Thus first births have grown as a proportion of total

women 25-39 years of age: United States, 1970-79

births (table 3), and older mothers are accounting for
an increasing share of both total and first births
(tables 4 and 5). As a result of the rising first-birth
rate combined with the growth in the total number of
women in their thirties, the overall number of births
to these women has increased since the mid-1970’s
(table 3).

If the birth rates are examined on a cohort basis,
the pattern of delayed childbearing can be clarified.
Women who were 20-24 years of age in the late
1960°s and early 1970’s were 25-29 in the middle
1970’s and 30-34 by the late 1970’s. The first-birth
rates for women in their twenties declined most in
the early 1970’s. As a consequence, during the mid-
to late 1970’s, there was a growing population of
women aged 25-29 and 30-34 who were still childless.
Figure 3 shows that the proportion childless for
white women aged 25 years, for example, increased




X Mommv Vital Statistics ngon I

100
90

80
70

60
50 -

il

25 years
40

30

Percent
N
[=]
|

30 years

35 years

o N W oo
IR

N

I ] | I ]
1940 1850 1960 1970 1980

_\\

Year

Figure 3. Percent of white women who are childless at exact ages 25,
30, and 35 years: United States, January 1, 1940-80

from 35 percent in 1970 to 52 percent in 1979; the
increase in childlessness for white women at age 30
was even more striking, from 14 percent to 28 per-
cent. Additionally, the total number of women in
their early thirties increased by 43 percent from 1970
through 1979. This increase was more than that for
any other age group, reflecting the aging of the large
number of babies born in the years immediately fol-
lowing World War II. In the 1970, therefore, the
population of women aged 30-34 years was growing
rapidly while the proportion of these women who
were childless was increasing at an even faster pace.
To put it another way, more women in their early
thirties were more likely~to be “at risk” of having
their first birth than had been the case at any other
time.

Figures 1 and 2 show first-birth rates and prob-
abilities of first births. The first-birth rate is the num-
ber of first births per 1,000 women in the specified
age-race group. Thus first births are related to all
women regardless of their parity (the number of chil-
dren they have had). The first-birth probability is the
number of first births per 1,000 zero-parity (childless)
women in the specified age-race group. It is a refine-
ment of the first-birth rate in that it relates first
births only to those women “at risk™ of having a first
birth.

An examination of figures 1-5 shows that there
are considerable differences between white and all
other women in the trends in birth probabilities and
in the proportions childless, even though the trends in
first-birth rates and the proportions unmarried are
about the same. Thus the factors associated with the
increases in the first-birth rates differ for the two
racial groups. The discussion that follows therefore
deals with the two populations separately. (Although
the birth rates are available for white and black
women, the birth probabilities and proportions child-
less are available only for white women and women
of all other races combined.)

Birth rates, denoted in figure 1 by the solid lines,
have risen for white women in the age groups 25-29,
30-34, and 35-39 years, with the largest increases for
women 30-34 years. In addition, for white women in
their thirties, there was a substantial increase in the
proportion childless, the women “at risk” of having a
first birth (figure 3). For example, in 1970 only 14.0
percent of white women aged 30 were childless and
therefore at risk of having a first birth; by 1979, 25.9
percent of white women aged 30 were childless.
Given these facts, it is clear that first-birth rates were
bound to increase for white women in their thirties as
long as the probabilities of first births for these
women did not decline substantially.

Among white women aged 30-34 years, the first-
birth probability declined from 1970 to 1975 and in-
creased slightly thereafter through 1979 (figure 1).
The probability in 1979, however, was not quite as
high as it was in 1970. In other words, the proportion
of eligible women who had a first birth in 1979 was
lower than it was in 1970. Therefore, the increase in
the first-birth rate for white women aged 30-34 years
was due entirely to the increase in the proportion of
women who were childless. If the first-birth prob-
ability for these women had increased uniformly dur-
ing this period, the rate and number of first births
would have risen even more.

In addition to the increase in the proportion of
white women at risk of having a first birth at age 30,
there was a large increase in the number of women in
their early thirties. For example, the number of white
women aged 30-34 years increased 43 percent from
5,042,368 in 1970 to 7,197,000 in 1979. The num-
ber of white women aged 20-24 years increased only

*18 percent during this period (from 7,341,007 to
8,689,000). In summary, increases in the rates and

- numbers of first births for white women in their

thirties are the result of the increases in the propor-
tion of women at risk of having a first birth and the
growth in the number of women in that age group.
First-birth rates and probabilities for women of
all other races tell a different story. Figure 2 shows
that the first-birth rates for all other women increased
considerably, as did the rates for white women. How-
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ever, the first-birth probabilities for these women also
increased sharply in contrast to the relative stability
in the probabilities for white women. The probability
for all other women aged 30-34 years increased at an
even faster pace than did the first-birth rate. This
reflects the fact that the incidence of childlessness
among all other women 30 years of age and over de-
clined during the 1970’s (figure 4), also in contrast to
the pattern shown for white women. For example,
the proportion of women childless at age 30 years
declined from 16.2 percent in 1970 to 11.8 percent
in 1979. Thus relatively fewer women of all other
races were at risk of having their first child while in
their thirties.

Although the proportion of women at risk de-
clined, the total number of all other women in their
early thirties increased by 47 percent, from 792,278
in 1970 to 1,163,000 in 1979. The first-birth rate for
these women increased, therefore, because of the
sizable increase in the probability of first birth among
eligible (zero-parity) women and the increase in the
number of women. That is, the increase in first-birth
probability among eligible women combined with the
growth in the number of women was more than
enough to compensate for the decline in the propor-
tion of childless women.

Educational attainment of mother

Mothers giving birth to their first child at ages
25-39 years in 1979 were much better educated than
were their counterparts in 1970 (table 6). The pro-
portion of these mothers with college degrees in 1979
increased dramatically compared with 1970, with the
largest gains measured for the oldest women in this
group. Among first-time mothers 30-34 years of age,
47.8 percent had completed 4 years or more of
college in 1979 compared with 28.3 percent in 1970.
The proportion of college graduates among 35-39-
year-old mothers increased from 22.0 percent in 1970
to 40.3 percent in 1979. Improvements were noted
for both white,and black mothers. While white
women gained more in the proportion with 4 years or
more of college, the increases were nearly the same
for both white and black women when comparing
women with 1 year or more of college.

The educational attainment of first-time mothers
definitely improved during the 1970’s. The question
that arises is: Have first-birth rates for well-educated
women risen as well or is the improved educational
attainment of older first-tim= mothers simply a reflec-
tion of the generally imrroved educational attain-
ment of the population since 19707 Estimated first-
birth rates by age and educational attainment of
mother are shown in table 7. It is evident that the
first-birth rates for women 30-34 years of age in-
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creased most for the best-educated women. The rate
increased 59 percent, from 19.1 births per 1,000
women 30-34 years of age with 4 years or more of
colliege in 1970 to 30.3 in 1979. The rate for women
of the same age group with 1-3 years of college
increased about 40 percent during this period.

By contrast, first-birth rates for women 25-29
years of age indicate that the best-educated among
them are continuing to postpone motherhood. The
rate for women with 4 years or more of college de-
clined 14 percent, from 80.3 in 1970 to 69.1 in 1979.
The rate for women aged 25-29 years with 1-3 years
of college was virtually unchanged, while the rate
for high school graduates in this age group increased
20 percent. The pattern of delayed childbearing is
clearly shown by these rates: Well-educated women
in their late twenties are continuing to delay mother-
hood while their counterparts in their thirties are
having the first births they had postponed.

Low birth weight

In general, the incidence of low birth weight de-
clines with age of mother, with births to mothers in
their late twenties and early thirties most favored, and
then increases thereafter. For example, in 1979, the
percent of infants regardless of birth order weighing
less than 2,500 grams (5 pounds, 8 ounces) was low-
est for births to mothers 25-29 and 30-34 years of
age, 5.9 percent, compared with the overall rate of
fow birth weight of 6.9 percent (table 8). When the
comparison is restricted to first births, the ideal age
of mother is 25-29 years. In 1979, 6.2 percent of first
births to mothers in this age group were of low birth
weight, compared with 7.4 percent for first births to
women 30-34 years and 9.8 percent for first births to
women 35-39 years (table 9).

There has been a long-term decline in the inci-
dence of low birth weight by race, age of mother, and
live-birth order. Among first births, the levels of low
birth weight have declined most for babies born to
women in their thirties. The overall decline in the per-
cent low birth weight reflects not only the declines
in the incidence for the subgroups. but also a shift in
the distribution of births to age of mother—live-birth
order—educational attainment groups with lower pro-
portions of low birth weight. This shift in the
distribution accounts for about half of the decline in
low birth weight between 1970 and 1979.

In previous years, great concern was expressed
about the health aspects for both mother and child of
giving birth for the first time after a woman’s thir-

tieth birthday. In fact, as has been shown, these
births were relatively few as recently as 1970. Be-
cause delayed childbearing was so uncommon, many
of these women who did have their first child at older
ages probably did not do so by choice but rather after
many years of difficulty in conceiving and/or carrying
a baby to term.

During the 1970’s, an increasing proportion of
women chose to delay motherhood and a growing
percentage of those postponing childbearing were
hizhly educated. There is evidence that the improved
educational attainment of the older first-time
mothers is associated with the sharper decline in the
incidence of low birth weight among infants born to
these mothers in comparison with other age groups.
Data in table 10 show for first births in 1979 the pro-
portions of low-birth-weight infants classified by edu-
cational attainment for mothers 20-39 years of age.
The low-birth-weight levels were lowest for mothers
with 16 or more years of schooling, 20-30 percent
below the averages for all women in these age groups.

Prenatal care

To the extent that prenatal care initiated in the
early months of pregnancy contributes to a lower risk
of unfavorable pregnancy outcome, women giving
birth for the first time at ages 25-39 years were much
more likely to benefit than were women of other
ages. Nearly 90 percent of first-time mothers aged
25-34 years in 1979 sought prenatal care in the first
trimester of pregnancy, compared with 57 percent for
teenagers and 80 percent for women 20-24 years old
(table 11).

It has been shown elsewhere! that receipt of pre-
natal care is highly correlated with educational attain-
ment of the mother. Therefore, it is not surprising
that older first-time mothers, better educated than
their younger counterparts, seek prenatal care very
early in their pregnancies. Although women in their
thirties face a higher risk of bearing infants with cer-
tain congenital anomalies than younger women do,
the data on birth weight and prenatal care described
here tend to suggest that delayed childbearing, be-
cause it is associated principally with well-educated
women, carries fewer health risks now than perhaps
was true a decade or more ago.

INational Center for Health Statistics, S. Taffel: Prenatal care, United
States, 1969-1975. Vital and Health Statistics. Series 21-No. 33, DHEW
Pub. No. (PHS) 78-1911. Public Health Service. Washingiton. U.S.
Government Printing Office, Sept. 1978.
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Table 1. Number and rate of first births to women 15-44 years of age, by race: United States, 1960 and 1970-79

Age of mother and race 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 18974 1973 1972 1971 1970 19601
15-19 years Number
Allraces ............. 425,282 418,711 430,622 431,219 451,586 462,107 454,684 473,260 485,158 498,388 396,664
White ............... 307,075 302,975 312,280 314,341 329,151 337,677 334,933 347,954 359,646 374,042 323,054
Allother ............. 118,207 115,736 118,342 116,878 122,435 124,430 119,751 125,306 125,512 124,346 73,610
Black ............. 108,397 106,299 109,195 107,996 114,000 116,007 111,598 117,629 118,134 117,228 68,014
20-24 vears
Allraces ............. 576,379 545,778 544,194 517,376 516,528 517,467 492,607 531,945 613,822 652,530 471,036
White ............... 485,865 461,890 463,468 442,079 442,849 445,835 426532 460,291 536,746 575,594 426,768
Allother ............. 90,514 83,888 80,726 75,297 73679 71,632 67,075 71654 77,076 76,936 44,268
Black ............. 76,272 70499 68,691 63,857 63,004 61,044 56,746 61,0856 66,454 67,092 40,955
25-29 years
Allraces ............. 348,493 322,587 310507 288,086 269,688 257,569 226,685 217,992 210,852 212,102 141,422
White ............... 306,885 284,299 275,569 256,774 239,412 229,962 203,644 195,748 189,442 190,860 128,356
Allother ............. 41,608 38,288 34,938 32,312 30,276 27,607 23,041 22,244 21410 21,242 13,066
Black ............. 27,975 25,298 23,804 22,000 20,297 18,385 15,104 14844 14,55 15,060 12,063
30-34 years
Allraces ............. 100,435 88,091 76,485 63,396 56,677 52,897 46,434 42863 41,822 42,404 50,410
White . .............. 86,621 76,270 66,319 55,023 48,794 45,481 40,346 36,798 36,152 36,902 45,370
Aliother ............. 13,814 11,821 10,166 8,373 7,883 7.416 6,088 6,065 5,670 5,502 5,040
Black ............. 8,032 6,937 6,203 5,145 4,895 4,603 3,727 3,755 3,622 3,822 4,652
35-39 years
Allraces ............. 16,462 14,290 12,766 11,654 10,901 10,433 9,639 9,954 10,640 11,704 19,712
White ............... 13608 11,784 10,494 9,688 9,056 8,722 8,158 8,523 9,080 10,078 17,704
Allother ............. 2,853 2,506 2,272 1,966 1,845 1,711 1,481 1,431 1,560 1,626 2,008
Black ............. 1,771 1,642 1,467 1,274 1,169 1,067 921 893 1,060 1,162 1,859
40-44 years
Allraces ............. 1,904 1,751 1,674 1,666 1,671 1,782 1,798 1,998 2,286 2,442 4,270
White ............... 1,579 1,429 1,362 1,391 1,361 1,498 1,517 1,763 1,988 2,152 3,842
Allother ............. 325 322 312 275 310 284 281 235 298 280 428
Black ............. 202 201 189 178 214 175 184 154 210 220 401
15-19 years Rate2
Allraces ............. 41.8 409 42,0 42.0 44.4 46.0 47.6 49.4 50.8 53.7 61.4
White ............... 35.8 35.1 36.0 36.1 38.2 39.5 40.8 42.3 44,0 47.1 57.2
Allother ............. 72.6 715 74.3 74.1 78.9 82.4 86.8 90.6 91.2 93.1 91.1
Black ............. 75.6 74.4 77.4 77.0 82.3 85.6 90.1 94.3 924.8 97.6 90.0
20-24 years
Allraces ............. 56.4 54.3 556.2 653.8 54.8 56.5 56.5 61.0 69.2 78.2 87.9
White ............... 56.2 54.2 55.3 53.9 55.0 56.7 56.5 61.1 69.7 79.4 91.6
Allother ............. 57.6 55.0 54.9 53.3 63.8 54.6 56.2 60.6 65.6 70.0 63.5
Black ............. 56.2 53.5 53.9 52.0 52.7 53.2 54.5 58.9 64.0 69.8 63.8
25-29 years
Allraces ............. 37.9 35.9 35.2 325 32.1 32.0 30.1 29.4 30.3 31.2 26.6
White ............... 39.1 37.0 36.4 33.5 329 329 30.9 30.2 31.3 32.3 27.7
Allother ............. 30.7 29.3 27.8 26.7 26.8 26.2 245 24.2 241 24.0 18.8
Black ............. 24.7 23.2 22.7 21.7 21.5 20.6 19.0 18.8 18.8 19.8 19.0
30-34 years
Allraces ............. 12.1 111 9.9 89 8.1 7.8 7.3 7.0 7.0 7.3 8.6
White ............... 12.1 11.1 9.9 8.9 8.1 7.8 7.3 7.0 7.0 7.4 8.9
Allother ............. 11.9 10.9 9.9 8.6 8.3 8.2 7.3 7.4 7.0 7.0 6.9
Black ............. 8.5 7.8 7.3 6.4 6.1 6.0 5.3 53 5.2 5.6 7.0

See footnotes at end of table.




Table 1. Number and rate of first births to women 15-44 years of age, by race: United States, 1960 and 1970-79—Con.

Age of mother and race 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974 1973 1972 1971 1970 19601
2
35-39 years Rate
Allraces ............. 24 2.2 2.0 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.8 19 2.1 3.2
White ........cc00nuu. 2.3 2.1 1.9 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.9 21 3.3
Aliother ............. 3.1 2.8 2.7 24 2.3 2.2 20 1.9 2.1 2.2 29
Black .........c... 2.3 2.0 2.0 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.6 1.8 29
40-44 years
Allraces ............. 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.8
White ............... 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.8
Allother ............. 0.4 0.4 0.4 04 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 04 0.7
Black ..........c.. 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.7
1Births and birth rates for black women estimated from age-of-mother—live-birth-order distribution of births of all other races.
2First births per 1,000 women in specified group.
Table 2. Birth rates for women 25-44 years of age, by race: United States, 1960 and 1970-79
Age of mother and race 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974 1973 1972 1871 1870 19601
25-29 years
Allraces ........ieiiierenneenanns 1156 1120 1142 1088 1103 1133 1136 118.7 1348 1451 1974
White . ... ... .ttt iinennannnn 1146 1111 1138 1084 110.0 1135 113.7 1184 1346 1459 194.9
Allother .. ... ... ... i eenan.. 1212 1173 1165 1116 1121 1123 113.3 1209 135.7 140.1 2146
Black .......ciiiiiiiriiaian.. 114.2 1106 111.1 1065 1054 1048 1059 1139 129.0 136.3 2169
30-34 years
Allraces . ......c..iinieineneennnn 61.8 59.1 57.5 54.5 53.1 54.4 56.1 60.2 67.6 73.3 112.7
White . ... ... ...ttt ennans 60.5 57.9 56.3 53.5 52.1 53.5 54.9 58.8 65.7 71.9 109.6
Allother ... ...... ..t iereueneennn 70.3 66.7 64.8 60.7 59.7 60.7 63.9 69.4 79.6 825 1356
Black .........c.ciiiiina... 62.4 59.6 58.8 54.7 54.1 54.8 58.6 64.5 75.1 79.6 137.0
35-39 years
Allraces ........cu i iiuninnnnnnn 19.4 189 19.2 19.0 19.4 20.2 22.0 248 28.7 31.7 56.2
White .. ... ... i iieiann. 18.2 17.6 17.8 17.7 18.1 18.9 20.7 23.3 26.9 30.0 54.0
Allother ...........0iitinnennna. 275 27.0 275 27.0 276 289 31.0 349 40.2 42.2 74.2
Black .......... . i, 24.4 240 25.1 246 254 26.8 29.2 33.2 38.8 41.9 74.0
40-44 years
AllTaceS ...ttt it 3.9 3.9 4.2 4.3 46 4.8 54 6.2 71 8.1 15.5
White .......0..iiiiieiinannnn. 3.5 3.5 3.8 3.8 4.1 4.4 49 5.6 6.4 7.5 14.7
Allother ... .......c0tiiineennnnn 6.5 6.5 6.9 7.0 7.6 7.6 8.7 10.0 11.7 12.6 22.0
Black ......... ... . i, 6.1 6.0 6.6 6.8 7.5 7.5 8.6 9.8 11.6 125 21.9

TRates for black women are estimated from age distribution of births of all other races.
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Table 3. Number of live births to women 25-39 years of age and percent distribution by live-birth order, according to race: United States,
1960 and 1970-79

[ Live-birth order refers to number of children born alive to mother. Figures for live-birth order not stated are distribyted]

Age of mother, live-

1
birth order, and race 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974 1973 1972 1971 1970 1960
25-29 years
All races? Number
Live births .. ... .. 1,069,246 1,015,183 1,016,231 972,130 936,786 923,318 888,326 900,392 946,892 994,904 1,092,816
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 328 32.1 30.8 29.9 29.1 28.3 26.5 24.8 225 21.5 13.4
Second child .. ... 37.6 37.7 38.2 38.4 38.6 38.6 37.7 35.6 32.9 31.9 24.6
Thirdchild . ... ... 19.3 19.6 20.0 20.1 20.0 20.0 20.7 21.9 23.6 24.2 25.8
Fourthchild ... ... 6.8 7.0 7.1 7.4 7.7 8.0 9.0 10.2 11.8 12.3 17.2
Fifth child or more . . 35 3.7 39 4.2 4.7 5.1 6.1 7.5 9.2 10.1 19.1
White Number
Live births . ...... 903,852 860,209 868,411 835,398 808,906 803,169 774,303 784,715 824,362 869,746 942,112
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 34.2 33.3 32.0 30.9 29.9 29.0 27.2 25,5 23.2 221 14.1
Second child ... .. 38.5 38.6 39.1 39.5 39.8 39.9 39.0 37.0 34.3 33.2 26.3
Thirdchild . . . . . .. 18.8 19.2 19.6 19.8 19.8 19.9 20.7 221 24.1 24.8 27.3
Fourthchild . . .. .. 6.0 6.2 6.4 6.6 7.0 7.3 8.3 9.6 11.3 11.9 17.3
Fifth child or more . . 26 2.7 29 3.2 36 3.9 4.7 5.8 7.2 79 14.9
Black Number
Live births . ... ... 130,145 121,613 117,685 108,124 100,966 95,138 91,049 93,957 101,236 105,084 137,918
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 216 21.0 20.5 20.6 20.4 19.6 17.2 16.5 14.6 14.5 8.7
Secondchild . .... 328 325 32,5 31.4 30.2 29.1 26.9 24.7 227 215 13.8
Thirdchild . . .. ... 24.0 23.6 236 23.3 22.4 22.1 22.0 211 21.3 20.1 16.4
Fourthchild . ... .. 12.2 12.8 126 12.9 13.7 14.0 14.8 15.6 16.1 16.2 16.7
Fifth child or more . . 9.3 10.1 10.8 11.8 13.3 15.2 18.3 22.0 25.3 27.7 44.3
30-34 years
Al races2 Number
Live births . ... ... 516,999 474,318 446,939 391,896 375,500 372,207 369,976 375,001 406,374 427,806 687,722
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 19.5 18.7 17.2 16.3 15.2 14.3 13.0 11.7 104 10.0 7.6
Secondchild ..... 329 32.1 309 29.6 28.4 27.2 25.0 22.7 19.8 18.4 15.4
Thirdchild .. .. ... 25.2 25.4 25.8 25.3 25.0 24.7 243 23.6 23.4 23.5 223
Fourthchild ... ... 121 126 13.6 14.1 14.9 15.6 16.6 172.7 18.6 19.0 19.7
Fifth child or more . . 10.3 11.1 126 14.7 16.4 18.2 21.2 24.4 27.7 29.2 35.0
White Number
Live births .. ... .. 435,247 401,221 379,689 332,359 318,149 317,017 313,397 316,128 341,504 362,408 588,402
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 20.0 19.2 17.6 16.7 15.5 14.5 13.3 11.8 10.7 10.3 8.0
Second child ... .. 336 32.8 31.7 30.3 29.2 27.9 25.8 23.5 20.5 19.0 16.5
Thirdchild . . ... .. 25.6 25.9 26.5 26.1 259 25.7 25.4 24.7 24,7 24.8 24.2
Fourthchild . . . ... 11.8 124 13.3 14.0 16.1 16.8 16.9 18.3 19.4 19.8 20.9
Fifth child or more . . 8.9 9.7 10.9 129 14.3 16.0 18.6 21.6 246 26.0 30.3

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. Number of live births to women 25-39 years of age and percent distribution by live-birth order, according to race: United States,
1960 and 1970-79—Con.

[Live-birth order refars to number of children born alive to mother. Figures for live-birth order not stated are distributed)

Age of mother, live- 49,4 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974 1973 1972 1971 1970  1960°
birth order, and race
30-34 years—Con.
‘Black Number
Live births . ...... 59,136 53,491 50,468 44,596 43,567 42,900 44,566 47,316 53,312 54,484 90,942
Percent distribution -
All birth orders . ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 13.7 1341 124 11.7 11.4 10.9 9.0 8.3 . 69 A 5.1
Secondchild ..... 26.2 25.0 235 225 20.7 19.3 17.0 15.4 135 12.7 9.1
Thirdchild. ... ... 24.1 234 226 21.0 19.9 18.7 17.7 16.5 15.9 14.6 116
Fourthchild . ... .. 15.5 15.8 16.0 15.9 15.56 15.6 15.6 15.0 15.1 14.9 12.6
Fifth child or more , . 20.5 22.8 25.5 28.9 32.6 35.5 40.7 449 48.7 50.7 61.8
35-39 years
All races2 Number '
Live births . ...... 135,086 126,196 120,900 115,662 115,409 118,115 126,789 141,328 162,564 180,244 359,908
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 123 114 106 10.2 9.5 8.9 7.8 7.2 6.6 6.5 5.7
Second child ..... 20.2 19.3 179 17.0 15.7 14.8 13.7 12,5 11.2 10.9 11.1
Thirdchild . ... ... 223 215 20.5 19.5 18.6 17.7 171 16.6 15.9 16.1 17.7
Fourthchild...... 16.8 17.0 171 16.9 17.0 17.2 17.1 17.2 17.4 17.5 18.4
Fifth child ormore . . 28.5 30.7 33.8 36.5 39.3 41.4 442 46.5 48.9 48.9 47.1
White Number
Live births ....... 109,292 101,880 97,251 93,229 93,266 95575 102,967 114,765 132,364 148,258 307,426
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstehild ....... 125 11.7 10.9 10.5 9.8 9.2 8.1 7.5 6.9 6.8 6.0
Secondchild ..... 20.4 19.7 18.3 17.3 16.0 15.2 14.4 129 11.8 1.4 12.0
Thirdchild . . ... .. 229 223 21.3 20.3 19.4 18.6 18.0 17.6 17.0 17.3 19.2
Fourthchild . ..... 17.4 17.6 17.8 17.7 17.9 18.2 18.1 18.4 18.7 18.7 19.9
Fifth child or more . . 26.7 28.8 31.7 34.2 36.9 38.8 41.4 43.5 456 45.7 43.0
Black Number
Live births . ...... 19,264 18,340 18,467 17,514 17579 18,250 19,652 22,196 25,610 27,420 48,181
Percent distribution
All birth orders . . .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firstchild ....... 9.2 8.5 8.0 7.4 6.7 5.9 5.0 4.2 4.2 4.3 3.9
Second child ..... 16.4 149 14.0 129 1.7 11.2 9.0 8.9 7.3 7.5 6.4
Thirdchild....... 18.4 17.2 16.1 149 13.9 12.5 11.8 11.1 10.0 9.8 8.9
Fourthchild...... 15.7 16.1 14.9 14.0 13.4 12.8 126 11.9 113 11.2 104
Fifth child or more . . 40.4 443 47.0 51.0 54.3 57.6 61.6 63.9 67.2 67.3 70.5

1Births for black women by age of mother and live-birth order estimated from distributions for all other births.
2includes races othar than white and black.




Table 4. Number of live births and percent distribution by age of mother, according to race: United States, 1960 and 1970-79

Age of mother and race 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974 1973 1972 1971 1970 1960
All races! Number
Livebirths ....................... 3,494,398 3,333,279 3,326,632 3,167,788 3,144,198 3,159,958 3,136,965 3,268,411 3,665,970 3,731,386 4,257,850
Percent distribution
Allages . .......ccii i, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under1Byears .................... 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2
1519 vyears .. .. ... ................ 156.7 16.3 16.8 17.6 18.5 18.8 19.3 18.9 17.7 17.3 13.8
2024 years . .. ... ... ... .......... 34.0 34.2 345 345 34.8 35.1 35.1 36.0 38.1 38.0 335
25-29Y€ars . . . .. e 30.6 30.5 30.5 30.7 29.8 29.2 28.3 27.6 26.6 26.7 25.7
30-34years . .. ... e 14.8 14.2 13.4 12.4 11.9 11.8 11.8 11.6 11.4 11.56 16.2
35-39years . ... ... e 3.9 3.8 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.7 4.0 4.3 4.6 4.8 8.5
40yearsandover . . . . ... .. ...t 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 09 0.9 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 23
White Number
Livebirths ... ....... ... ... oo, 2,808,420 2,681,116 2,691,070 2,567,614 2,551,996 2,675,792 2,551,030 2,655,558 2,919,746 3,091,264 3,600,744
Percent distribution
Allages . ....... .. iiiinnnnnn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under15years .................... 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
1619vears .. .. i it e e 13.7 14.2 14.6 16.3 16.1 16.3 16.7 16.3 15.3 15.0 12.7
20-28 €8IS . . .. e e e 33.9 34.1 345 346 35.1 35.4 35.4 36.5 38.9 38.8 33.9
25-20V0ars . ... e e 32.2 321 323 325 31.7 31.2 30.4 29.5 28.2 28.1 26.2
30-34years ... ... e e, 16.5 15.0 14.1 129 12.5 123 12.3 11.9 11.7 11.7 16.3
35-39Years . . ...t e 3.9 3.8 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.7 4.0 4.3 4.5 4.8 8.6
40yearsandover . . ... ... ... ... 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.4 2.3
Black? Number
Livebirths ....................... 577,855 551,540 544,221 514,479 511,581 507,162 512,597 531,329 564,960 572,362 602,264
Percent distribution
Allages .. ........0iriennnnnnnenn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 16years ........ccuvueunnnnn 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.3 14 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.3 1.3 0.7
16-19years . . .. ... e 26.4 27.4 285 29.9 31.5 324 32.9 324 304 30.0 19.6
20-24years . . .. i e 35.7 35.7 35.1 34.8 34.4 34.3 34.1 34.1 35.0 345 31.5
25-20Vears . .. .. e e 225 22,0 216 21.0 19.7 18.8 17.8 17.7 17.9 18.4 229
3034vyears ... .t 10.2 9.7 9.3 8.7 8.5 8.5 8.7 8.9 9.4 9.5 15.1
35-30years ... ... 3.3 33 34 3.4 3.4 3.6 3.8 4.2 45 4.8 8.0
A0yearsandover . ... ... ...ccuu s 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.2 1.3 14 1.6 2.2

lincludes races other than white and black.

Total births for 1960 is actual number; percent distribution by age of mother for black births in 1960 is assumed to be same as that for all other births.
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Table 5. Number of first births and percent distribution by age of mother, according to race: United States, 1960 and 1970-79

Age of mother and race 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974 1973 1972 1971 1970 19601
All races2 Number
Firstbirths .. ... .. 0.0, 1,479,260 1,401,491 1,387,143 1,324,811 1,319,126 1,314,194 1,243,358 1,289,267 1,375,668 1,430,680 1,090,152
Percent distribution
Allages . .......iiieieieentnnnenn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20years .............0c0ue.n 294 30.6 31.8 334 35.1 36.1 37.5 37.6 36.1 35.6 37.0
20-24years . . ... e e 39.0 38.9 39.2 39.1 39.2 39.4 39.6 41.3 44.6 45.6 43.2
2520years . . ... i e . 236 23.0 224 21.7 204 19.6 18.2 169 15.3 14.8 13.0
30-34years . ... ..ttt e 6.8 6.3 5.5 4.8 4.3 4.0 3.7 3.3 3.0 3.0 4.6
35yearsandOver . ... ... e i i 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 2.2
White ) Number
Firstbirths .. ... ... ... i 1,205,958 1,143,073 1,134,062 1,083,218 1,075597 1,074,068 1,018663 1,055,442 1,137,080 1,193,712 947,692
Percent distribution
Allages .. ...t i, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 20years . ............0ivusan 258 26.9 279 295 3141 31.9 33.3 334 320 31.7 34.3
20-249€arS . v i h e e e 40.3 40.4 40.9 40.8 41.2 41.5 41.8 43.6 47.2 48.2 45,0
25-29V€8FS . v vt e 254 249 24.3 23.6 223 21.4 20.0 185 16.7 16.0 135
30-34years .. ...t 7.2 6.7 5.8 5.1 45 4.2 4.0 3.5 3.2 3.1 4.8
35 yearsand OVEr . . .o v v v vt nneenn s 13 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 23
Biack Number
Firstbirths .. ... 00iii e inninnnn. 228,473 216,446 215,676 206,729 210,432 208,151 195,083 205,090 210,928 211,468 131,702
Percent distribution
A ages ... vt i i e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20years ..........ccieeenenn 50.0 51.7 53.5 55.3 57.4 59.0 60.7 60.6 59.3 58.7 54.6
20-24Y8arS . ...t it 33.4 32.6 31.8 30.9 299 29.3 29.1 29.8 31.5 31.7 31.1
25-29years . . ... i e 12.2 11.7 11.0 10.6 9.6 8.8 7.7 7.2 6.9 7.1 9.2
30-34years ... ...ttt 3.5 3.2 29 2.5 23 2.2 1.9 1.8 17 1.8 35
35yearsand OVEr . ... ..t cucvennnnenn 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 05 s . 06 0.7 . 1.7

1Births for black women by age of mother and live-birth order estimated from distributions of births for all other races.

2| hcludes races other than white and black.
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Table 6. Numbaer of first births to women 25-39 years of age and percent distribution by educational attainment of mother, according to race:
Total reporting area, 1970, 1975, and 1979

[Figures for educational attainment not stated are included in totais but excluded from percent distribution]

1 .
Age of mother and years of school All races White Black
completed by mather 19792 19758  1970% 19792 19753 19704 19792 19753 19704
25-29 years Number
Firstbirths . ... ... ... ... .. ... ..., 276,754 195,284 137,688 245,502 173,778 124,720 23,093 15545 9,632
Percent distribution
All years of school completed . .......... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
O-11vyears . ... eeeieeennan 3.9 5.3 8.4 3.4 4.8 7.7 7.3 9.9 15.9
T2Vears . .o v i e e e e 33.4 34.7 38.9 33.4 34.5 39.0 37.5 40.8 43.5
13-16years . ... oo it e 25.6 22.7 19.2 25.6 22.8 19.4 26.4 22.4 179
16 YearsoOr MOre . . ... v v viennnennn 371 37.3 33.5 37.6 37.9 33.9 28.8 26.8 22.7
30-34 years Number
Firstbirths . . ... ... ... ... . ..o ... 77,537 40,314 27,226 67,590 34,691 23,920 6,600 3,843 2,470
Percent distribution
All years of school completed ........... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
O1Tyears ..........c.iiiiiuinennnn 45 8.7 14.0 3.9 8.0 13.3 8.7 15.8 21.6
T2YRarS . v ittt i e e e 27.6 33.3 41.8 27.1 33.3 42.3 356.8 391 41.8
13-16vyears . . ..ot e et 20.1 18.0 15.9 20.0 18.3 16.2 221 17.2 13.8
16 yearsor more . .. .......oueuueunnmn 47.8 39.9 28.3 48.9 40.3 28.2 33.4 28.0 22.8
35-39 years Number
Firstbirths . ... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 12,562 7,846 7,638 10,441 6,531 6,606 1,460 913 790
Percent distribution
All years of school completed ... ........ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
O-1lyears .........iiiiuiminannnn 9.7 14.8 21.7 9.1 14.1 20.5 15.0 20.9 323
12 years . . ot e e e 33.0 38.6 42.8 329 39.3 43.6 39.0 39.4 40.3
13- 15 years . . . vt e e 17.0 15.1 13.5 17.0 156.4 14.0 17.2 13.9 11.2
TOYearsoOr MOrE . . ..o v v v e enennan 40.3 31.5 220 41.0 31.3 22.0 28.8 25.8 16.3

Vincludes races other than white and black.

246 States and the District of Columbia in reporting area.
342 States and the District of Columbia in reporting area.

438 States in reporting area.

Table 7. Estimated first-birth rates by age and educational attainment of mother: United States, 1970, 1975, and 1979

{Rates are first births per 1,000 women in speacified age and educational attainment group. See ‘“Technical notes’’]

Years of schaol completed by mother

Age of mother 0-11 years 12 years 13-15 years 16 years or more
1879 1975 1970 1979 1875 1970 1879 1975 1970 1979 1975 1970
20-24years . ... e 42.2 40.0 44.9 71.8 69.9 93.0 47.1 45.1 73.3 39.6 40.1 81.1
25-29vears . ... e e e 9.8 9.4 10.0 30.4 245 25.3 43.5 42.2 43.3 69.1 64.4 80.3
30-34vyears .. ... 3.1 3.1 3.7 7.6 5.9 6.3 13.4 9.8 9.6 30.3 20.1 18.1
35-39vyears . ... e 1.1 1.0 1.3 1.7 1.5 1.9 2.6 2.1 2.7 6.0 4.8 5.0




Table 8. Percent of live births with low birth weight, by age of mother and race: United States, 1970, 1975, and 1979

{Low birth weight is defined as less than 2,500 grams (S |b. 8 oz.) for 1979 and 2,500 grams or less for prior years]

All races? White Black

Age of mother
1979 1975 1970 1979 1975 1970 1979 1975 1970

Y L e =T 6.9 7.4 7.9 5.8 6.3 6.8 12.6 13.1 13.8
Under 15Vears . .. oo vt vt iet e e e meennnnn 14.5 14.1 16.6 11.8 11.3 12.5 16.7 16.2 19.1
SR B AV T T 9.6 10.0 10.5 7.9 8.1 8.6 14.2 14.8 15.7
20-24 YearS . . .t e e e 7.0 7.1 7.4 5.8 6.0 6.4 125 12.8 13.4
P D e Y 5.9 6.1 6.9 5.1 5.4 6.2 11.2 11.2 12.2
B0-34YRaIS .« vt vttt a i e 5.9 6.8 7.5 5.2 6.1 6.7 11.3 11.8 12.3
B 1 YT 7.4 8.2 87 6.5 7.3 7.8 12.2 13.2 13.4
4A0yearsand OVEr . ...t v v i e in e e e iemee e 8.6 9.5 9.2 7.6 8.7 8.4 12.6 13.0 12.9

Tincludes races other than white and black.

Table 9. Percent of first births with low birth weight, by age of mother and race: United States, 1965, 1970, 1975, and 1979
[Low birth weight is defined as less than 2,500 grams (5 Ib. 8 oz.) for 1979 and 2,500 grams or less for prior years]

All races1 White Black
Age of mother

1979 1975 1970 1965 1979 197§ 1970 1965 1979 1975 1970 1965
ABEES © it i ettt 7.2 7.6 79 8.5 6.3 6.6 6.8 74 126 133 141 ---
Under 15 Years . ..........ocueeeaens 142 138 164 181 115 112 125 124 164 158 187 ---
1B TOVEAIS « o v et e e ve et esaaaennnns 8.8 9.2 9.5 9.6 7.4 7.7 8.0 80 129 137 145 ---
20-24YaIS « v vttt 6.5 6.6 6.7 7.3 5.6 5.8 6.0 66 11.7 124 129 ---
25-20Y8arS . . .t e e e 6.2 6.4 7.0 7.9 5.7 5.9 6.5 73 11.8 123 13.1 .-
30-34Y0a1S . ..t 7.4 8.1 86 103 6.7 7.5 8.0 87 139 143 152  ---
35-30VearS . ...ttt e e 9.8 103 11.7 125 9.0 93 108 117 162 181 180 ---

A0yearsandover .. .......cconien. - 104 12.6 129 13.6 9.1 11.4 123 129 20.5 21.8 14.5 ---

Tincludes races other than white and black.

Table 10. Percent of first births with low birth weight to women 20-39 years of age, by educational attainment of mother: Total of 46 reporting
States and the District of Columbia, 1979

[Low birth weight is defined as less than 2,500 grams (5 |b, 8 oz.}]

Years of school completed by mother

Age of mother o 08 911 12 13-15 16 years Not

years years years years or more stated
AIBES e e e e e et e e et e 7.4 108 100 7.1 6.2 5.3 11.6
20-28YAIS « v v v e e e e e 6.6 8.3 9.6 6.5 5.8 48 11.2
s . 6.3 9.6 11.3 7.1 6.1 5.0 9.6
B0-34 YEAIS « + v o e e e 75 105 14.2 9.2 7.3 6.0 11.2
B5-BOYVEAS <« v e e e e 10.2 14.7 16.3 11.5 10.9 7.3 13.9

NOTE: Excludes data for California, New Mexico, Texas, and Washington, which did not require reporting of educational attainment of mother.




Table 11. Number of first births and percent distribution by month of pregnancy prenatal care began, according to age of mother and race: Total
of 49 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1979

Age of mother

Month of pregnancy prenatal care began and race

Al Under 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39  40years
ages
20 years years years years years and over
All races? Number
First births . .. .. . i i ittt it e e 1,468,884 431,763 572,395 346,514 99,901 16,369 1,952
Percent distribution *«
1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Tst-2d MoNnth . ... . it i it e e e 51.5 31.4 54.3 66.6 67.5 62.7 53.9
3dmonth ... e e e e i 25.0 25.8 26.1 23.0 223 22,6 23.9
4th-Bthmonth . ... ... ... . i it i 18.9 33.6 16.0 8.7 8.4 11.5 16.9
th-Othmonth ... ... .. . ... . i e e 3.6 71 2.8 1.4 1.6 2.2 3.7
Noprenatal Care . ..........c.uut it eennmnneneeennn 1.1 2.1 0.8 0.4 0.5 1.0 1.7
White Number
Firstbirths . . ... ... i i i it e i 1,196,975 308,169 482,452 305,089 86,125 13,527 1,613
Percent distribution
L < 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Tst-2dmonth . ... ... ... e e e 54.3 33.2 56.3 67.8 68.7 64.3 54.8
3dmonth .. ... e e 25.1 26.7 26.2 22.9 221 225 23.7
4th-Bthmonth . ... ... . ... it ittt it 16.6 31.6 14.5 7.9 7.6 10.% 16.7
7th-9thmonth .. ... .. ... ... . e 3.1 6.6 24 1.1 1.2 1.9 3.4
Noprenatalcare . ...........c. . iiinnnnn. 0.9 1.9 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.8 1.5
Black Number
Firstbirths . . . .. .. .. i it e i 228,195 114,106 76,142 27,936 8,027 1,771 213
Percent distribution
L= 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Tst-2d month ... .. ... i et e e e 37.2 26.7 43.0 57.2 59.0 54.4 43.7
3dmonth . ... ... .. e e e 24.3 23.6 26.0 23.6 22.3 22.0 249
4th6thmonth | . ... ... ... e e e 30.2 389 24.8 15.2 14.2 17.8 20.8
7th9thmonth .. . .. ... . . . . e 6.0 8.0 4.5 2.7 29 3.5 7.1
Noprenatal care . ... ... ... ... .0t itmmennnnnneen 2.2 2.8 1.7 1.3 1.6 2.3 3.6

Vincludes races other than white and black.

NOTE: Exciudes data for New Mexico, which did not require reporting of month prenatal care began.

Symbols

--- Data not available

Category not applicable
- Quantity zero

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than

0.05

Z Quantity more than zero but less than
500 where numbers are rounded to
thousands

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precision
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Technical notes

Sources of data

Data shown in this report for the period 1972-79
are based on 100 percent of the birth certificates
from States participating in the Vital Statistics Co-
operative Program and on a 50-percent sample of
births from all other States. Beginning in 1972, States
providing data through the cooperative program were
Florida, Maine, Missouri, New Hampshire, Rhode
Istand, and Vermont. The following States were
added in subsequent years: Michigan, Colorado, and
New York (excluding New York City) in 1973; Illi-
nois, Iowa, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, and
South Carolina in 1974; Louisiana, Maryland, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wiscon-
sin in 1975; Alabama, Kentucky, Minnesota, Nevada,
Texas, and West Virginia in 1976; Alaska, Idaho,
Massachusetts, Ohio, and New York City in 1977;
Indiana, Utah, and Washington in 1978; and Connect-
icut, Hawaii, Mississippi, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
and Wyoming in 1979. Data for 1965 and 1970-71
are based on a 50-percent sample of births.

Birth probabilities

Birth probabilities and proportions of women
who are childless are derived from a specially pre-
pared set of fertility tables for birth cohorts that are
adjusted for underregistration of births and under-
enumeration of the population.2 Since the data nec-
essary to prepare these tables were not available for
the black population separately, these data were pre-
pared for the white population and for the popula-
tion of all other races as a group. The trends in first-
birth rates for black and all other women are
relatively parallel since 1970, with the rates for black
women running about 25 percent lower than the rates
for all women other than white combined (table 1).
While the birth probabilities and proportions childless
are derived from the specially prepared tables, the
birth rates shown in this report are the regularly pub-
lished period fertility rates, which are available for
black women separately.

?National Center for Health Statistics, R. L. Heuser: Fertility Tables
for Birth Cohorts by Color: United States, 1917-73. DHEW Pub. No.
(HRA) 76-1152. Health Resources Administration. Washington. U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1976.

Birth data for the black population
in 1960

Although the total number of black births was
tabulated for 1960, the distributions of these births
by age of mother and live-birth order were not tabu-
lated. It was necessary to estimate these distributions
so that first-birth rates by age of mother could be
computed. This was done by assuming that the distri-
butions by age of mother and live-birth order were
the same for black births as for all other births.

Birth rates by educational attainment

To compute first-birth rates by age and educa-
tional attainment of mother for this report, it was
necessary to estimate first births by age and educa-
tional attainment of mother for the United States as a
whole from the data reported by the States that in-
cluded information on educational attainment on
their birth certificates. This was done by inflating the
figures by educational attainment and age of mother
for the reporting States to the known totals for each
age group for the entire United States. Thus, for
example, the distribution of births by educational
attainment for mothers aged 20-24 years for the re-
porting States was applied to the United States total
number of births to mothers aged 20-24 years to
yield the estimated number of births by educational
attainment for this age group.

During the period covered by this report, the
number of States reporting educational attainment in-
creased from 38 in 1970, accounting for 67 percent
of births in the United States, to 46 and the District
of Columbia in 1979, accounting for 79 percent of
total births. Therefore, the precision of the estimates
for 1979 is probably greater than it is for 1970. It is
believed, however, that the rates shown here are valid
to illustrate the patterns of differentials discussed.

The population figures of women by educational
attainment were derived from data published by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census.3

3U.S. Bureau of the Census: Educational attainment in the United
States. Current Population Reports. Series P-20, Nos. 207, 295, and
356. Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, 1971, 1976, and
1980.
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