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In 1974 the number of marriages performed in
the United States declined for the first time in 16
years, There were 2,229,667 marriages, a decrease
of over 54,000 from the number performed in 1973,

The marriage rate declined 3.7 percent in 1974;
from 10,9 in 1973 to 10.5 per 1,000 population in
1974, This was the lowest marriage rate for any year
since 1968, In fact, the slight decline (0.9 percent)
that occurred in the marriage rate in 1973 was the
first reversal of the steep upward trend in the mar-
riage rate that began in 1963,

Provisional data for 1975 indicate a continuing
decline, An estimated 2,126,000 marriages were per-
formed and the provisional marriage rate was 10.0
per 1,000 population, a 4.8-percent decline from the

Based on information from the marriage regis-
tration area, the proportion of marriages that are
first marriages has decreased slightly every year
since 1968 when 77 percent of the brides and grooms
were previously single, By 1974 the proportion had
declined to 72 percent for brides and 71 percent for

grooms,

For first marriages the marriage rates were
higher for women than those for men dt ages under
25 years and higher for men than for women at ages
25 years and over, At every age remarriage rates
for men were higher than those for women,

Table 1. MEDIAN AGES OF BRIDE AND GROOM BY PREVIOUS
MARITAL STATUS, 1963-74

rate for 1974. Even so, the marriage rate remains Yedlan oge of bride ¥edlen age of groom
welt above those of the midfifties through the mid- Year
sixties, Total || orvege | siage | "% || masriage| risse
The median age of brides and grooms at first

marriage remained at 20,6 years and 22.5 years, ] ¥ o3| i FAH P
respectively, The median age at remarriage has o s aal =3 5| e
declined steadily for more than a decade, For women g el BE Bms il BN
the median age at remarriage was 32.1 years, 3.5 a.s ool sl Bl Zel B3
years lower than it was in 1963, For men, the median a. Lo I - Zel e
was 35.7 years, about 4 years lower than it was in 2Lt el B8 z.8 iy BT
1963.
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First marriage rates for both men and women 20-24
years of age have been dropping sharply in recent years.
They declined 28 percent from 1970 to 1974. A substantial
'decline (22 percent) was also observed for men at ages 25-
29 years. Smaller reductions in first marriage rates oc-
curred for all other age groups shown in table 4 except for
men at ages under 18 years and at65 years and over and for
women at ages 35-64, where the rates increased over those
for 1970,

Remarriage rates were higher in 1974 than in 1970 for
men and women under 25 years of age, for women 30-44
years, and for men 65 years and over. They were lower
for women 25-29 and 45-64 years, withno change for women
65 years and over, They were also lower for men at ages
25~64,

Table 2. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES: UNITED
STATES, 1958-74

[Da.ta refer only to events occurring within the United States.
Aagka included beginning 1959 and Hawaii beginning 1960]

Rate per 1,000%—-
Year Marriages Total Unxz:;ed Unrwng;:ied
pzlia\;i.a- 15 years 15-44
and over years
2,229,667 0.5 72.0 1268.4
2,284,108 10.9 76.0 137.3
2,282,154 11.0 77.9 141.3
2,190, 481 10.6 76.2 138.9
2,158,802 10.6 7.5 140.2
2,145,000 0.6 80.0 149.1
2,069,000 10.4 79.1 147.2
1,927,000 9.7 76,4 145.2
1,857,000 9.5 75.6 145.1
1,800,000 9.3 75.0 144.3
1,725,000 9.0 74.6 146.2
1,854,000 8.8 73.4 143.3
1,577,000 8.5 71.2 138.4
1,548,000 8.5 72.2 145.4
1,523,000 8.5 73.5 148.0
1,494,000 8.5 73.6 149.8
1,451,000 8.4 72.0 146.3

“Data are based on population enumerated as of April 1 for
1960 and 1970 and estimated as of July 1 for all other years.

.SYMBOLS

Data not available [T,

Category not applicable~wemnucaun ————— .

Quantity zero -

Quantity more than O but less than 0,05----- 0.0

Figure does not meet standards of
reliakility or precision--w-e-cememmcacnen *

This report presents summary tabulations from the
final marriage statistics for 1974, More detailed tab-
ulations for 1974 will be published in Vital Statistics
of the United States, Volume II-Mavriage and Divorce.
Prior to the publication of that volume, the National
Center for Health Statistics will respond to requests
for unpublished data whenever possible.

{Table 3, MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION,

DIVISION, AND STATE, 1972-74

[By place of occurrence. Data are counts of marriesges performed except as noted. Rates

per 1,000 population in each area, estimated as of July 1]
Numbexr Rate
Region, division,
and State 1974 1973 1972 1974 | 1975 | 1973
United States=- 2,229,667 | 2,284,108 | 2,282,154{ 10.5 | 10.8 11.0
Northeasgt----- ——— 402,521 422,885 425,955 8.1 8.5 8.6
North Centralessrwmmmwne= | 574,059 581,544 577,429 10.0 | 10.1 10.1
803,369 825,947 818,405 12.0 12.5 12.8
449,718 455,732 460,365 [ 12,1 | 12.5 12.8
Northeast:
New England--- 101,397 106,426 107,111 8.3 8.8 8.8
Middle Atlantice--- 301,124 316,459 318,844 8.1 8.4 8.5
North Central:
East North Central=----= 405,672 412,324 409,206 2.9 10.1 10.0
West North Cenmtral-- 168,367 169,220 168,223 10.1 | 10.1 10.1
South:
South Atlantic=er-emmae- 385,457 398,544 394,392 11.6 12.3 12.4
East South Centrale---~- 161,830 167,174 170,054 12.1 12.6 1l2.9
West South Centrale-wew- 1256,082 258,229 253,959 112.4 12.7 1z.7
West:
Mountainemm mmnmmmmmn 215,654 211,738 209,980 | 22.7 | 23.1 23.6
Pacificemr—mn-n e | 236,064 243,994 250,385 8.5 8.9 9.2
New Englend:
11,546 11,925 11,739 1.0 11.6 1.4
9,239 9,557 9,752] 1i.4 | 22.1 12.6
4,652 5,072 5,088 9.9 | 10.9 11.1
44,243 46,640 48,169 7.8 8.0 8.5
Rhode Islange=ssemmmmmeen 7,258 7,715 7,858 7.7 7.9 8.1
Connectioutmmrmmmnmmmnns 24,462 25,517 24,485 7.9 8.3 7.9
Middle Atlantic:
New YOrke=mmmmmmmmamme- - | 148,012 155,660 161,872 8.2 8.5 8.8
New Jerseye=rmmemmnmmm—e= 56,449 59,723 58,476 7.7 8.1 8.0
Permsylvanie--~ 96,663 101,076 98,496 8.2 8.5 8.3
Best North Central:
102,458 99,524 96,297 9.5 8.3 9.0
60,524 58,428 81,262 1l.4 1.0 1.6
116,419 119,843 118,592 10.5 10.7 10.5
86,023 94,486 94,447 9.7 10,4 10.5
38,248 40,043 38,608 8.4 8.8 8.5
33,547 52,971 32,227 8.6 8.5 8.3
27,208 27,544 26,603 9.5 2.5 9.2
51,434 51,990 53,372 10.8 10.9 1.2
5,905 5,875 5,886 9.3 9.2 9.3
11,928 12,291 12,181 17.5 17.9 17.8
13,873 13,957 14,106 9.0 9.1 2.2
24,491 24,592 23,878} 10.8 | 10.8 10.5
4,143 4,298 4,362 7.2 T.5 7.6
47,013 48,168 49,924 11.5 1.8 12.5
District of Columbigm-== 5,271 5,661 6,292 7.3 7.6 8.4
Virginigeee—meeceammenaae 56,617 58,431 55,863 11.5 12.L LL.7
West Virginigmew—s=—ecew-~ 17,409 18,199 18,270 9.7 10.1 10.2
North Carolinge=s=======m 45,015 46,951 48,766 8.4 8.9 9.3
South Carolinge==wasmemmes 52,998 56,876 59,983 19.0 20.2 22.3
Georgla--r-mmmmmm——————- 66,656 70,373 68,756 | 13.7 | 4.7 1.5
Floridammeemeerenmremn—— 90,337 89,587 82,176 1il.2 11.7 1.2
Eagt South Central: .
K Y 32,800 34,379 35,423 9.8 10.3 10.7
[ 54,606 56,285 56,164 | 13.2°] 13.6 13,8
Alabampe=remmnm e —— 46,811 47,997 49,764 13.1 13.6 14.3
Mi581881ppLmmmmmmmmmmrmm 27,613 28,513 28,703 | 11.9 | 12.5 127
West South Central:
A 124,735 25,202 25,202 | *22.0 | 12.4 12.8
Louisiana- 38,185 39,498 38,981 10.1 10.5 10.4
Oklahoma.~: 40,180 41,367 40,767 4.8 15.5 15.5
Texag==== 153,002 152,182 149,009 12.7 12.9 12.8
Mountain:
Monr 7,741 7,751 7,674 10.5 10.8 10.7
TABN o s i o 12,489 12,236 12,086 | 15.6 | 15:9 1640,
WYOMLNg e == e e e om e 6,048 5,506 5,357 16.8 15.8 15.5
Colorado==- -— 25,989 27,991 27,095 10.4 11.5 2le.S
New Mexleommmemmmnammmmmn 15,886 15,178 214,167 | 14.2 | 13.7 13.2
ArLzonBmmmmm——m—————— 227,038 26,180 | ‘223,318 | %12.6 | 12.7 211.¢
Utahe-- 15,166 14,818 13,935 12.9 12.8 12.4
Nevada--r=semmmmwnmmmene | 103,287 102,078 106,348 | 180.3 | 186.3 199.
Pacific:
41,577 41,385 41,618 12.0 12.1 12.2
20,002 19,661 19,265 8.8 8.8 8.8
160,887 169,320 175,924 1.7 8.2 8.8
3,949 3,872 3,828 11.7 11.7 11.8
2O S — 9,649 9,776 9,750 | 11.4¢ | 11.8 11.9

1Dete are incomplete.

2Includes merriage licenses issued for some counties.
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Table 4. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES BY AGE, PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS, AND COLOR OF BRIDE AND GROOM: MARRIAGE-
REGISTRATION AREA 1974

[:By place of occurrence. Based on sample d&ata. Rates per 1,000 population in specified group, estimated as of July 1, 1974. Figures Zfor age not stated
8 ere distributed]

Eride Groom
Age and previous marital stabtus Tobal c Total
21 olor a1 Color
Vhite not ¥nite not
N other stated® cother stated®
Tmber | Rate® = Thmber | Rate® g
ALY, MARRTAGES
Tobal: 1,791,452 | 61.0{]1,043,050| 144,012 | eo4,s08] 1,791,452 | 7s.8{[1,040,372| 146,672| 604,408
14-L7 year 180,872 25.9 122,820 14,865 43,187 31,468 4.2 23,317 1,524 6,627
18<19 y 382,801 | 138.9 253,755 27,360 | 121,176 222,097 67.9 142,753 16,799 62,545
20-24 years 615,709 | w7a.6|| =65,058] 48,769 231,302 727,704 | 1S0.9|| 421,549 57,414| 248,741
25-44 years 460,300 | 116.7 249,386 42,283 | 168,631 633,182 | 148.4 353,150 55,116| 229,916
25-23 year 236,619 | 159.9 125,658 21,113 89,848 342,599 [ 176.1 189,959 27,601 | 124,949
30-34 year 107,918 [ 117.8 £8,727 9,594 39,587 148,775 | 154.0 81,512 13,356 53,907
55=44 year 115,763 75.2 €5,00L 11,576 39,186 146,803 | 105.5 81,679 14,069 51,060
45-64 year 105,565 | 2L.4 62,034 8,946 | 34,585 139,715 | 54.3 80,178 | 12,972] 46,563
65 years and over 16,115 2.3 9,997 1,191 4,927 32,288 | 17.2 19,425 2,847] 10,016
Median ag 2z2.0 eon 21.7 22.6 22.5 24.2 cos 23.9 24.8 24.6
FIRST MARRTAGES
Total 1,271,284 74.8 712,046 109,825 | 449,4131 1,252,770 61.8 703,607 | 108,763| 440,400
14~17 year 176,169 25.2 119,185 14,300 42,684 30,852 4.2 22,837 1,469 6,576
18-19 year 364,704 | 133.5 219,328 26,971 | 118,405 217,675 66.6 139,168 16,352 62,155
20-24 year 546,290 | 159.5|] =294,9911 44,017 | 207,282 665,245 | 141.8|| 376,725| 53,809 234,711
25~44 year 173,463 85.7 74,468 22,733 76,262 321,605 | 100.4 157,439 34,307 | 129,859
2529 year 123,286 | 122.3 55,253 14,391 53,642 251,751 | 141.0 118,550 21,223 91,958
30-34 year 30,854 66.2 |1 12,548 4,355 13,931 57,317 83.3 25,154 7,520 24,663
35=44 year 19,343 35.0 8,667 3,387 8,689 32,557 37.4 13,755 5,564 135,238
45-64 year 10,020 2.6 3,748 1,742 4,530 15,783 12.6 £,814 2,572 6,397
65 years eand over 638 0.8 326 &2 250 1,580 3.5 824 254 702
Modian ag) 20.6 “ee 2a0.2 2l.1 2l.1 22.5 vee 22.1 23.1 23.0
Total 493,041 | 40.0]] 210,747| =1,302 | 151,732 514,163 | 129.1|| 317,440 35,317 161,406
14-19 yo 13,564 * 11,024 374 2,156 1,722 * 1,511 7% 140
20-24 yeo 87,068 [*332.1 59,760 3,809 23,4329 48,937 | 367.1 35,757 2,512 12,868
25-44 y 262,780 | 147.31| 172,302| 18,832 | 91,609 308,765 | 291.9|| 180,43L| 20,107{ 99,227
25-29 year 110,601 | 230.4 €8,448 6,280 35,8683 106,359 | 355.7 67,754 6,043 32,582
30-34 year 76,363 | 189.7 45,787 5,149 25,427 90,024 | 3524.1 55,367 5,684 29,043
35-44 year 55,816 | 97.0 58,074 7,413 | 30,329 113,312 | 217.5 67,330 8,380 | 37,602
45-64 year 95,023 24.4 58,043 7,138 29,842 123,096 93.3 72,987 10,244 39,865
65 years and over 15,406 2.5 9,601 1,129 4,676 50,643 | 21.4 18,754 2,583 9,306
Median ag 32.1 cen 31.5 35.0 32.6 35.7 vee 35.0 39.0 36.3
Previously widowedS 73,530 9.1 49,687 6,048 17,785 62,890 38.9 40,621 6,070 16,199
14-24 year 2,661 * 1,936 208 517 694 * 449 130 115
25-44 year 20,087 | 6l.8 13,015 2,057 5,015 9,240 |®135.1 5,776 1,033 2,431
45-54 year 39,245 | 16.3 26,840 2,986 9,419 32,150 | 69.6 20,434 5,262 8,454
65 years end over 11,537 2.2 7,896 797 2,844 20,806 | 19.2 135,962 1,645 5,199
Median ag 5.2 cas 52.1 49.8 52.2 59.2 I 59.8 57.5 59.0
Previously divoreed® 248,007 | 12L.7|| 243,076 | 22,737 | s&2,194 376,026 | 198.7|| =2s9,045| 26,212 89,869
14-19 yeox 11,134 * 9,821 337 976 1,397 * 1,333 24 40
20-24 year 71,601 |%336.3 54,887 3,523 | 13,391 40,306 | 4365.8 31,348 2,005 6,953
25-44 yeor 221,953 | 1€6.0 149,383 15,266 57,304 255,301 | 286.9 174,835 17,292 635,124
45-€4 year 41,5686 41.0 21,772 3,583 10,211 73,238 | 10L.6 48,438 6,181 18,619
65 years and over 1,753 6.7 1,213 228 312 5,784 4.6 3,941 710 1,133
Median ag 30.0 .os 29.5 32.7 30.9 35.6 eue 33.1 35.2 34.7
Not ctated 1if widowed or AIvVOrced’ =sewasemmemeemus 72,304 ves 17,984 2,517 | 51,803 75,247 16,874 3,035 | 55,338
NOP STATED IF PREVIOUSLY MARRIED®---mmmeme- ———ee — 26,327 20,237 2,887 3,203 24,519 19,325 2,592 2,602

17n 1974 the MRA consisted of the District of Columbia and sll the States in the Union except 9; Arizona, Arkensss, Colorado, Fevada, New Mexico, Noxrth
Dakota, Oklahoma, Texns, and Washington. It covered 80 percent of the marriages registered in the United States. Sampling errors of estimates for +he MRA
appear in table 5.
pszase populations exelude persons under 14 yeavs of age. BRates for gll marrieges eore based on the wumsarried population; for Pirst marriages, on the
ne'ver-married population; and for remarringes, on the widowed and divorced populatiens.
Figurcs include data for Celifornia, kMaryland, Massachusebts, Michiran, lew York, and Chio; these arezs did not require reporting of race or color.
4Rates are shown for nges l4-24 yeard.
SDate exelude remarriages in Michigan, Ohio, end South Carolina.
SRates are shown for oges li-44 yeard.
7D&ta include all remorrinses ik Michigan, Ohio, and South Carolina.
8Figures are included in all marrisges.
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Place and Time of Occurrence

Marriages are those performed during the year, Mar-
riages and marriage rates for States and other areas are
by place of occurrence, In table 3, however, figures for
marriages shown for some States are by place and date the
marriage license was issued.

Sources of Data

Figures in tables 2 and 3 are based on totals reported
by States and counties. All other figures in the tables are
based on data tabulated from probability samples of records
selected in the National Center for Health Statistics from
copies of the records sent in by States participating in the
marriage-registration area; For 1972, 1973, and 1974, 41
States and the District of Columbia participated.

Marriage Sample

Records were sampled at different rates designed to
give a sample of at least 2,500 records for each State ex-
cept four, where less than 5,000 marriages were performed.
For these States all records were included in the sample.
Florida supplied a State-coded tape of its marriage rec-
ords and 100 percent were used by NCHS, One-half of all
records were included from 7 States and the District of
Columbia, one-fifth from 9 States, one-tenth from 13
States, and one-twentieth from 7 States, The total sample
size was 290,011 marriages., Sampling .errors shown in
the following table are for frequencies which equal a speci-
fied percent of the MRA in 1974,

Sampling Errors

All statistics for the MRA are estimates based on the
systematic sample of marriages described above; there-

fore, these statistics are subject to sampling errors, A
sampling error is a measure of variations that occur by
chance between sample estimates and the actual quantity
being estimated., Chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate would differ from the true value by less than the
sampling error, and about 95 out of 100 that the difference
would be less than twice the sampling error.

APPROXIMATE SAMPLING ERRORS OF ESTIMATED NUM-~
BERS OF MARRIAGES SHOWN IN TABLE 4

Total MRA Percent of total Sempling
marriages in 1974 MRA marriages in error
subeclass
1 or 92 458
2 or 98 645
3 or 97 786
4 or 96 203
5 or 25 1,004
1,791,500 7 or 93 1,175
10 or 90 1,382
15 or 85 1,645
20 or 80 1,843
25 or 75 1,995
50 2,303

How to use the Sampling, Error Table

For any estimate of marriage shown in table 4, determine its
ratio to total MRA marriages. Then look in the appropriate row
on the table for the percentage figures closest to the esti-
mate to determine the sampling error. For example,there were
348,007 marriages to women who had been previously divorced
or 19.4 percent of all MRA marriages. Since 19.4 percent is
between 15 and 20 percent,the sampling error is between 1,645
and 1,843,0r by interpolation,about 1,819 marriages. Chances
are about 68 out of 100 that the actual nunber of marriages %o
divorces is between 346,188 and 349,826 (348,007 + 1, 819).
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