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The national divorce rate moved to a new high in 
1974. The rate was 4.6 per 1,000 population compared 
with 4.4 in 1973 and the former alltime peak of 4.3 in 
1946. However, the rapid increase in the divorce rate 
that began in 1968 is tapering off. The increase of 4.5 
percent from 1973 to 1974 was the smallest annual in-
crease in the divorce rate since 1967. Beginning in 
1968 through 1972 the average amual increase in the 
divorce rate was 11.5 percent; from 1972 to 1973 the 
increase was 7.3 percent. 

In 1974, 977,000 divorces were granted in the 
United States, including decrees of absolute divorce, 
annulment, and marriage dissolution (table 1). This 
was more than twice the national total at the beginning 
of the decade, which was 479,000 in 1965. The increase 
in 1974 in the number of divorces granted was the 

� 

� 

12th consecutive amual increase (table 2). 
Provisional data indicate that the amual number 

of divorces surpassed the one million mark in 1975 for 
the first time. The provisional rate was 4.8 per 1,000 
population, 4.3 percent above the final rate for 1974. 
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The 1974 national divorce rate per 1,000 married 
women was 19.3, indicating that almost 2 percent of 
all married women were divorced during the year. In 
1973 this rate was 18.2; the former alltime peak was 
17.9 in 1946. 

Data from States in the divorce-registration area 
(DRA) indicate that 31 percent of the marriages that 
were ended by divorce in 1974 had lasted less than 4 
years; 40 percent, less than 5 years; and 66 percent 
had lasted less than 10 years. 

In 1974 the median duration of marriage at divorce 
was slightly shorter than that for earlier years. For 
the DRA the median duration of marriage at decree 
was 6.5 years in 1974, 6.6 years in 1973, and 6.7 
years in 1972 (table 3). 

Although age of the divorcing parties is not well 
reported by all States in the DRA, the data that are re-
ported provide some indication of the age distribution 
of these individuals. Of those divorcing in 1974 for 
whom age was reported, 41 percent of the men and 
52 percent of the women were under 30 years of age 
at the time the divorce was granted; 72 percent of the 
men and 79 percent of the women were under age 40. 

Cbntinued on page 3 
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2 MONTHLY VITAL STATISTICS 

Table1. DIVORCES AND RATES UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DIVISION,AND STATE, 1972-74


for the divorce­
[lat.*W counts of decrees cm.nted (includingreported annulmentsand dissolutionsof marriage) suppliedby States except an noted. FiELII’eS
ration States dirrer .M’,zhtly YFCmthose based cm sanple data ahohm in table 5. Rates per 1,000 populationin each area estimatedas of July 1, 2.672,1973,rec%st.


and 1974]


I Nmnber I Rmte R@te 
Region,d.itisim,


—
ma State

973 972 1973 1972
-i 
4.4 4.1 we,stNorth central-con.


Missouri 22,068 21,777 20,699 4.6 4.6 4.4 
Refiiom: North Dakota 1,s88 1,422 1.,298 2.5 2.2 2,0 
Northeast-------------------- 146,000 136,000 119,000 3.0 2.7 2.4 South Dakota 2,03.6 1,802 1,627 3.0 2.6 2.4 
North Central 250,000 1234,000 123.6,000 14.1 13.8 I?ebra8k.?----------------------5,1.S3 4,924 4,594 3.4 3.2 2.9 
South------------------------‘346,000 ‘326,000 301,000 ‘$: 14.9 4.6 Kansas 11,494 IO,472 9,925 5.1 4.6 4.4 
west 233,000 1219,000 1207,00~ 6.3 %. 0 %. 7 south Athut ic: 

Delaware 2,354 2,186 1,836 4.1 3.8 3.2 
Northeast: Maryland 16,070 14,145 11,520 3.7 5.5 2.8 
New Eneland 240,034 35,02s 33,4ao %< 3 2.9 2.8 District of Colombia 3,176 2,975 3,324 4.4 4.0 4.4 
Middle Atlantic 106,457 100,645 65,898 2.9 2.7 2.3 Virginia 16,704 1.6,076 14,L5s 3.4 3.3 3.0 

North Central: west Virginis 7,176 7,056 6,270 4.0 3.9 3.5 
East North CentrQ2---------- 185,708 166,465 1.57,093 4.5 * * North Carolina 20,049 I.S, 
West North Central 64;096 60,704 56,664 3.e 3.6 3.4 South Carol 

South: Georgia 26,918 25>056 22,044 5.5 5.2 4.7 
South Atlantic 159,.974 150,3C4 1s5,749 4,8 4.6 4.3 Florida 59,611 56,006 51,877 7.4 7.3 7.0 
East South Centr@& 70,5@5 66,290 61,510 5.3 5.0 4.7 East South Central: I 
West South Central ‘115,935 106.597 %03, 749 * * 23.2 Kentucky 13,791 1.3,030 11,e54 4.1 3.9 3.6 

west,
I<mtain 66,967 59,422 57,286 7.1 * � 

Tennemee -------------------- 23,725 
Alabama---------------------- 21,123 

22,07& 
20,399 

20,601 
16,958 

5.7 
5.6 

5.5 
5.8 

5.1 
5.4 

pacific 165,722 157,704 146,973 6.0 5.8 5.5 MisBiBsiw i------------------ 11,686 LO,767 1.0,0S7 5.1 4.7 4.5 
Nw 3ng1.nd: west South Central: 

532 L7,277 3.7 3.5 3.3

ina--------------- 8,81.S 6,266 7,646 5.2 3.0 2.6


Maine 4,876 4,550 4,157 4.7 4.4 4.1 Ar?ans.m 7.5,640 %,219 14,499 27.7 ~7.5 7.2

7,.912 7,294 10,618 * * 2.6
New Kanpshire 4,051 3,856 3,196 5.0 4.9 4.1 ImuiBiFma2-------------------


Vennoni+ 21,623 1,582 1,253 23,3 3.4 2.7 0kN_3--------------------
22,521 19,932 12,289 e.3 7.5 8.9

14assechusetts 16,119 14,539 14,441 2.8 2.5 2.5 Texas 69,762 64,152 60,343 5.6 5.4 5.2

Rhode Tsle.nd 2,522 2,423 2,016 2.7 2.5 2.1 Noun’Lain
:


Middle Atlantic: Idaho 4,808 4,341 3,647 6.0 5.6 5.1 ‘: 

New York 54,015 47,886 40,902 3,0 2.6 2.2 Wyoming 2,523 2,275 2,21s 7.0 6.4 8.4 
New Jersey 
Fe”n@vania 

19,670 
32,572 

21,754 
31,005 

17,495 
27,501 

2.7 
2.8 

3.0 
2.6 

2.4 
2.3 

Colorado 
New &XiCO 

15,062 
7,663 

14,370 
25,323 

12,604 
25,259 

6.0 
7.0 

5.9 
* 

3.3 
* 

East North Central: Arizona 16,936 14,036 ‘u, 127 7.6 6.8 36.7 
Ohio 49,239 49,001 44,673 4.6 4.5 4.2 Utel 5,670 5,270 4,904 4.6 4.6 4.4 
Tndiana2 333,9(X 22,322 22,902 36.4 * , Nevada 10,045 9,975 11,650 L7.5 1s.2 21.9 
Illinois 48,361 45,152 43,092 4.3 4.0 3.8 Pacific: 
hlichigen 41,850 39,415 35,934 4.6 4.4 4.Q ‘Washington 23,S09 21,581 20,513 6.9 6.3 6.0 
Wisconsin 12,350 11,595 10,492 2.7 2.5 2.3 Oregon 1.3,538 12,382 11,706 6.0 5.6 5..4 L. 

Connecticut------------------ 10,646 8,079 9,415 3.5 2.6 2.1 Mmtma 3,940 3,772 3,609 5.4 5.2 5.0


West North Central: Cal.ifornie 121,714 117,509 110,712 3.6 5.7 5.4

Minnesota 2.9 2.6 Alaska 2,453 2,062 2,147 7,3 6.2 6.6

Iova 3.2 2.9 Hawaii 4,111 4,170 3,891 4.9 5.0 4.6


I I I 

lFiguresinclude estimates. 2Dat8 are incomplete. 3Deta includedivorce@Ations filed for scnnecounties. � 

Tsble2. DIVORCES AND” ANNULMENTS AND R4TES UNITED STATES, Table3. MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRIAGE PRIoR To DIVORCE OR


1950-74 ANNULMENT DIVORCE -REGISTRA~ON AREA AND EACH REGISTRA­

TION STATE, 1972-74


[Datamfm mly t. events oee!x-I’i”g
tithi” mm United States. Alaska included

beginningwith 1959 and Ha”aiiwith 1960] [Bead on SBJ@e data.Nedians computedon 6ata by ai.gle yearn, excludingdu­

?sti.” of marriage not ststed. The C7iv.rce-registrati.narea included22 
States in 1972, 1973, and 1974] —.Sateper 1,0001—


>6iandurationof marriage
Divorces

and


innul.me”ts

Year 

Total l,larriedwamen


population	
15 years

and over


4.6 19.3

4.4 18.2

4.1 17.0 fiabm


Usb------------------------------------------

California

Comectic”%-------------------------------------


Georgia------------------------------------------
Hawaii111dahc--------------------------------------------

Are.

1974


6.5


5.0

5,1

6.7

& 1

5.2


1973


6.6


5.3

5.5

6.9

s.4

5.2

5.6

4.3

6.5

5.6

5.2

5.5

9.0

6.6

5.4

4.6

5.7

8.7

6.2

5.8

7.6

8.4

s,9

5.9

5.2

4.8

7.9

7.9

7.&

4.5


1972


Mvorce-registration Erie 6.7 
1974------------------------------

1973------------------------------

1972------------------------------

1971

1970------------------------------

1969

1s66------------------------------

1967


196S------------------------------

1965------------------------------

1964------------------------------

1963------------------------------

1962------------------------------

1961------------------------------

196C------------------------------

1959------------------------------


195&

1957------------------------------

1656------------------------------

1955

1954------------------------------

1953------------------------------


977,00( —

915,00(

845,m

773,CCI

7CH3,CO(

239,00[

584,00[

523,00(


5.0

5.6

6.9

s.1

5.4

6.1

4.1

6.1

5.9

5.0

5.9

8.6

6.4

5.4

5.1

6.3

8.8

6.3

5.7

a.3

9.2

7.0

5.9

5.6

4.9


3.7 15.e

3.5 14.6

3.2 13.4

2.9 12.5

P.6 11.2
 5.3


4.7

6.1

5.6

5.2

5.5

8.5

6.7

5.5

4.6

5.9

a.o

6.3

5.8

7.7

6.0

6.8

5.6

5,2

4.9

7.6

7.8

7.2

4.s
wymi.g----------------------------.-------------,


499,000

479,000

450,000

426,000

413,000

414,000

395,03!3

395,000


368,000

361,000

362,000

377,000

379,000

390,Cxm

392,000

381,000

385,000


I~mois


Im~--------------------------------------------


Kansas-------------------------------------------


Kentucky

Msry16mdi

I&2hisam

MiseOuri

Montana------------------------------------------

NebrasX*----------------------------------------

New York

Ohio

OregOn

Femsylvd*

F2wde Island-------------------------------------

South c8rolin8-----------------------------------

south Dakota-------------------------------------

Tennessee----------------------------------------

Utah

Vermont------------------------------------------


L 

1951

195------------------------------


Wisccmsin

1970, and estimatedas or .JulY1 for all other years.


Virzinia----------------------------------------­
lData are based o“ population enumeratedas of April 1 for 1950, 1960, and


6.0

7.8

7.6

4.7. 0
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Cantin.cd ,&om page 1 Table 4. ESTTMATED NUMBER OF CRILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES 

The couples that divorced fn 1974 had an estimated 1,099,000 chil- AND ANNULMEN’LY UNITED STATES, 1954-74 

dren under 18 years of age (table 4). The annual estimated numkr of [F&ezu only to events cccurriq! within the United State.. For 1960-74 e.?ti­

1974. The average number of children per decree had declined: ir was 
total 1 

1.12 in 1974, 1.17 in 1973, and 1.20 in 1972. The”alltime high was 1.36 
rMiQ&G A.,-ereee 

The numbers of children under 18 years of age reported fo divorce Year 
Cbiloren chi16Zen 

cases in 1974 are sbowri in table 5. For the entire DI@., 42 percent of f.ta-.ml-ma per decree 

divorcing couples bad no children under 18 years of sge (though some 
may have bad children aged 18 or more), 26 percent had 1 child; 19 per- 1974--—---------------------------------- 1,039,000 1.12 
cent, 2 childrem, S percent, 3 childrex 4 percent, 4 children; and 2 per- 1s73-------—---—-------------—---—-------- 1>079,0G3 1.17 

cezx had 5 children or more. 1,021,000 
S46,000 

1.20 
1.Zz 

1970------------------------------------- S70,00CI 1.22 
19s9----------------------------------------- 820,000 1.5’J. 
196s----------------------------—-------- 724,000 1.34 
1967-------—-------—------------------—---- 701,000 1.34 

This report presents summary tabulations from the final divorce 1966----------------------------------------- 669,000 1.S4 

statistics for 1974. hlore detailed tabulations for 1974 will be 196s---------------------------------------- 630,LXI0 1.32 
lgmx-- ----—-------—---—— ------— ms.mo 1.3s 

children of divorcing couples was above one million i8 1972, 1973, and mt ed from frequencies b=@ an saple; for all other ye3.r3 e.+iuated frmn 
Comlto. Rm. estimxt~ method see Tecbnfcal I?otez 

in 1964. ed 
number of nmter of 

published in Vital Sfntietics of the United Sfntes, Volume III- 19631----------------------------------------- 562:000 l.m. 
Marriage and Diuorce. Prior tothepublication of that volume, tbe 196+ --------------------------------------- 532;000 1.29 

National Center for Health Statistics will respond torequeste for	 lg~ll---------------------------------------- 516>000 1.Z5 
1960----------------------------------------- 423,200 1.18unpublished dam whenever possible. 
19.59 469,000 1.1s 
1952
-----------------—------------—------- 398.Wo l.oa


379;OQ0 0.99

1?s6---------------------------------------- 361,000 0.95


347,W0 0.92

341>000 0.90


‘Sw&3ed. 

i 

� Table5. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN REPORTED DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACE REGISTRATION 
STATE, 1974 

All ihber of cMlircrirewrtd 
Mmrcm

,Arm 
c.nd 

2 4 5 or more KOt Ctrl?ea


cdifomi


Eivorce-rc:ictratim m-m------------ 149,r&7 19,ml 10,3S7 23,594 
—— 
i 

3,4W s~g 1, .6~ 
ME 34 27 

~--------------------------------

C,,mec%icuk 

3,161 11,26’1

419 642

750 93’1


Idtio 

Illinofc 

,4,
4,s.3 
47.7W 

1,’?:3 
13,s19 

lm 
1,$2,] 

S6 
1,.890 

9;334 3,25s 1,8?2 Sz,g 412 
11,5?% 4,i3z2 2,11’? 414 99 

ye”tuck~---------------------------------- r.3,en9 5,925 L 47’ 2,2’4~ I,<mo ~~: 345 
blswlma ----------------------------------- 15,020 5.250 3,4?5 2,54& L,rm 51? 1,335 
hlichigas---------------------------------- 28,959 10;990 6,81c 5,s20 2,910 1,37< 400 

souri-----------------------------------l,lis 22,W5 9,7?5 5,655 3,755 1,533 725 210 
Montaa 3,950 1,645 932 714 350 139 84 

Uobrmk 5,22n 2,%54 1,326 1,023 492 192 8 
Wew York----------------------------------- 53,960 21,951 11,830 10,2s7 4,ma 1,740 2,530 
Ohmic-------------------------------------- 49,330 18,960 L5,320 9,259 4,209 2,1!30 2m 
Oregon------------------------------------- lz,370 !j,qs 2,979 2,551 1,1.Z5 415 45 
Pennsylmia =, $70 11,73CI s,470 6,4sY 2,940 1,410 960 

Fhode Salad 2,519 a93 639 534 291 lE 85 55 

153 I,C41llz%mi;------------------------------------- 141 1~


South Carolina 9,s14 3,624 2,372 1,S72 676 242 la 100

South Dal:o
t&------------------------------ 2,021 758 517 407 277 I.lo 60 2

Temesce ---------------------------------- 23,750 10,s30 6,E9 3,805 1,610 595 370 420

Utah--------------------------------------- 5,472 2,038 1,270 944 492 239 ?.34 31s .


,Jemont i----------------------------------- 1,516 497 356 314 166 95 4-9 40

Virgini*---------------------------------- 16,625 6,733 4,935 2,950 1,230 425 319 80

‘.Ti
cconsl n----------- —--------------------- 10,n32 s,332 2,618 2,166 1,078 45s 303 92 
Wyotiq 2,527 

o ‘Data are for number of children affected 

I 

by decree. 

1,123 597 41s 201 92 147 

... 0.s-3,4 

47 

22xcludes data for Wayne county. 
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TECHNICAL NOTES 

Place and Tima of Occurrence 

Divorces and annulments are shown in all tables by State 
where decree was granted, which is also the State of legal resi­
dence of the plaintiff. The time of divorce or annulment is based 
on the date the decree was granted. 

Sources of Data 

Figures in tables 1 and 2 are bssed on totals of divorce or 
annulment decrees tabulated and reported by States and counties. 
Figures in tables 3 and. 5 are based on probability samples of 
divorce and annulment records that were coded and tabulated in 
this office. 

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several methods. 
E&imates for 1954-59 were prepared on tbe assumption that tbe 
average number of children per decree for the Nation was identical 
with that for tbe reporting States. The figure for 1960 was based 
on a nationwide sample. Figures for 1961-74 were prepared by 
multiplying the nat ionsl divorce rate total by the average numkr 

of children per decree found in the combined States with satis­

factory reporting of the number of children. There were 16 such 

States in 1961-69, all 28 registration States in 1970, and 29 reg­

istration States in 1971-74. 

SAMPJJNG ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EXPRESSED 

AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL: DIVORCE-REGISTRA­

TION AREA, 1972 -74~EACf-f REG1STRAT10NSTATE,1974 

[Figures for UWti, Hamii, lbntma, %ode Ielmd, South-eta, 
Vermont, ead Wyoming have no mmplins emozw became al ~ecorae 
were tabulated] 

Samplingerrorof estimated

frequencyexpressedas per­


centageof area total


Are& and year


11 10 25 
or or or 50 

90 7599


Divorca Samples 

Sample data used to estimate the 1974 frequencies in table 5 
and tbe frequencies used to compute median duration of marriage 
for 1972-74 in table 3 were selected by using four different sam­
pling rates, depending on the size of the annual divorce total for 
a State. The rates were 10, 20, 50, or 100 percent of the divorces 
granted in a State. Samples were selected only from the States 
that part icipated in the divorce-registration area. 

Sampling errors are given” in tbe table for the estimates 
which constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the annual 
divorce totals. These sampling errors are given for the divorce-
registration area and each registration State for 1974 data and 
only for the divorce-registration area for 1972 and 1973 data. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not available

Category not applicable . . .

Quantity zero -

Quantity more than O but less than 0.05 ------------- 0.0

Figure does not meet standards. of reliability or


precision * 

Divorce-registration area: 
1974 (29 States )1---------------
1973 (29 States )----------------
1972 (29 States )----------------

Registration Sta.teS, 1974: 
Alabsrm-------------------------
Alaska

California

Connecticut---------------------
Georgia-------------------------
Hawaii--------------------------
Idaho 
Illinois 
Iowa----------------------------
Kansas 
Kentucky

Maryland

Wchiganl

Missouri

Montana


194 
197 
189 

43 
. . . 
104 

10 
33

...

7

66

10

11

23

24

51

30 

.,. 
Nebr.ssk&----------------------- 7 
New York

Ohio

Oregon

Pennsylmnia

ShodeIsland

SouthCarolin

SouthDakota--------------------

Temessee

Utah

Vermont


69 
66 
23 
54 

. . . 
9 

. . . 
31 

8 
. . . 

585 645 975 
593 656 968 
569 821 948 

131 169 216 
... ... ... 
314 453 523 
31 45 52 
96 142 164 
... ... .,. 
21 30 35 
196 266 330 
29 42 49 
32 46 53 
70 102 117 
74 106 1.23 

153 221 256 
89 129 149 

. . . . . . ... 
22 31 36 

20s 302 349 
200 266 333 

70 101 117 
162 234 271 
. . . . . . ... 
26 41 47 

. . . . . . ... 
92 133 134 
23 33 36 

. . . ?.. ... 
76 1.12 129 
36 52 60 

,.. . . . ... 

Virginia------------------------ 26 
Wisconsin 12 
Wyming------------------------- .,. 

%xcludes WsJme County, Michigan. 
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