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The national divorce rate moved to a new high in
1974. The rate was 4.6 per 1,000 population compared
with 4.4 in 1973 and the former alltime peak of 4.3 in
1946, However, the rapid increase in the divorce rate
that began in 1968 is tapering off. The increase of 4.5
percent from 1973 to 1974 was the smallest annual in-
crease in the divorce rate since 1967. Beginning in
1968 through 1972 the average annual increase in the
divorce rate was 11.5 percent; from 1972 to 1973 the
increase was 7.3 percent,

In 1974, 977,000 divorces were granted in the
United States, including decrees of absolute divorce,
annulment, and marriage dissolution (table 1). This
was more than twice the national total at the beginning
of the decade, which was 479,000 in 1965, The increase
in 1974 in the number of divorces granted was the
12th consecutive annual increase (table 2),

Provisional data indicate that the annual number
of divorces surpassed the onemillionmarkin 1975 for
the first time, The provisional rate was 4,8 per 1,000
population, 4.3 percent above the final rate for 1974,

DIVORCE RATES: UNITED STATES, 1920-74

20

18

Per 1,000 married women
15 years of age and over

5 ., Per 1,000 total population §

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIII (NRNANNENRE NN A N RN NN R NN
1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1966 1970 1975

o

The 1974 national divorce rate per 1,000 married
women was 19,3, indicating that almost 2 percent of
all married women were divorced during the year. In
1973 this rate was 18.2; the former alltime peak was
17.9 in 1946,

Data from States in the divorce-registrationarea
(DRA) indicate that 31 percent of the marriages that
were ended by divorce in 1974 had lasted less than 4
years; 40 percent, less than 5 years; and 66 percent
had lasted less than 10 years,

In 1974 the median duration of marriageatdivorce
was slightly shorter than that for earlier years, For
the DRA the median duration of marriage at decree
was 6.5 years in 1974, 6.6 years in 1973, and 6.7
years in 1972 (table 3).

Although age of the divorcing parties is not well
reported by all States inthe DRA, the data that are re-
ported provide some indication of the age distribution
of these individuals., Of those divorcing in 1974 for
whom age was reported, 41 percent of the men and
52 percent of the women were under 30 years of age
at the time the divorce was granted; 72 percent of the
men and 79 percent of the women were under age 40.

Continued on page 3
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Table 1. DIVORCES AND RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DIVISION, AND STATE, 1972-74 .

[Data are counts of decrees grented (including reported ennulments and disolutions of marriage) supplied by States except aa noted. Figures for the divorce-
regis‘r.ra]f.ion States differ slightly from those besed on sample data shown in table S. Rates per 1,000 population in each aree egtimated as of July 1, 1972, 1973,
and 1974

Number Rate Number Rete
Region, division, Region, division,
and State end State
1974 1973 1972 | 1974 {1973 |1972 1974 1973 1972 | 1974 | 1973 | 1872
United Statest=memmmmmm - 977,000 915,000| 845,000 4.8| 4.4 4.1} West North Central—Con.
22,088 | 2L,777| 20,699 | 4.6 | 4.6 4.4
Regions: 1,588 1,422 1,298 2.5 2.2 2.0
Northeast- -| 146,000 136,000 119,000| 30| 27| 2.4 2,016 1,802 1,627 | 3.0 | 2.6 2.4
North Central - | 2so,000| 234,000 | *218,000 | 4.3| 4.1 | *2.8 5,193 4,924 4,394 | 3.4 3.2 2.9
South 1348,000 | 326,000 | 301,000 | 5.2 4.3 | 4.6| X 11,484 | 10,472 9,925 | 5.1 4.6 4ot
West 233,000 | 219,000 | 1207,000 6.3| 6.0 5.7
2,354 2,188 1,836 { 4.1 | 3.8 3.2
Northeast: 15,070 14,145 11,520 3.7 3.5 2.8
240,054 | 35,029 | 33,480 %337 29| 2.8 3,176 2,975 3,324 1 4.4 | 4.0 4.4
106,457 | 100,645 | 85,808 2.9( 2.7| 2.3 16,704 | 16,078| 14,155 3.4| 3.3 3.0
North Central: 7,176 7,056 6,270 | 4.0| 3.9 3.5
East North Central®. 185,708 | 166,485 157,095 | 4.5 * * 20,049 | 18,532 17,277 3.7 | 3.5 3.3
West North Central mame-w | B4;086 | 60,704 | 56,664 | 3.8| 3.6 3.4 8,816 8,266 7,646 { 3.2 | 3.0 2.8
South: 26,918 | 25,058| 22,04¢| 5.5 | 5.2 4.7
South Atlenticewmmeuemmee, 159,874 | 150,304 | 135,749 | 4.8| 4.6] 4.3 59,611} S6,008| 51,677 7.4| 7.3 7.0
East South Central. 70,505 66,290 62,510 5.3 5.0 4.7 | East South Central:
West South Central 2115,935 | 106,597 | 2103,749 * * | 25,2 v 13,791 | 15,080| 11,854 ) 4.1| 3.9 3.6
23,725 22,074| =20,60L| 5.7 | 5.3 5.1
66,867 | 59,422 | 57,288 | 7.1 * *P Aleb 21,123 | 20,399 18,958 | 5.9 5.8 5.4
165,722 | 157,704 | 148,975 | 6.0 5.8 | 5.5| Mississipple-rem-—mmmmmmmmmom 11,866 | 10,787{ 10,097 | 5.1} 4.7 4.5
VWest South Central:
4,876 4,550 4,157 4.7 4.4| 4.1 ¥ 215,840 | 215,219 14,4998 | 27.7 | 27.5 7.2
4,051 3,856 3,196 S5.0! 4.9 4.1 7,812 7,294{ 10,618 * # 2.8
21,623 1,582 1,253 | 23,51 3.4 2.7 22,52. | 19,932 18,289 | B.3| 7.5 6.9
16,116 | 14,539 | 14,441 | 2.8{ 2.5 2.5 69,762 | 64,152 €0,343) 5.8 5.4 5.2
Rhode Islande--. 2,522 2,423 2,018| 2.7{ 2.5{ 2.1
Connecticutmwnm 10,846 8,079 8,405 3.5{ 2.6] 2.7 3,940 3,772 3,609 | 5.4} 5.2 5.0
Middle Atlantic 4,808 4,34L 3,847 6.0| 5.8 5.1
54,0015 47,886| 40,902| 3.0| 2.86| 2.2 2,523 2,275 2,218| 7.0| 6.4 6.4
19,8700 21,754 | 17,495 2.7| 3.0 2.4 15,082 | 14,370 12,604| 6.0| 5.9 5.3
32,672 | 31,005| 27,501 2.8| 2.6 2.3] New MexlcOm—mmmmemem—mem—weee | 7,863 | 25,383| 25,258 | 7.0 * *
Ari 16,936 | 14,036| °13,197| 7.8 | 6.8| 6.7
49,239 | 48,001 | 44,673 4.6| 4.5 4.2| Uteh 5,670 5,270 4,904} 4.8] 4.8 4.4
333,908 22,322 22,902 | 6.4 * * Nevad 10,045 9,975 11,650 | 17.5 | 18.2 21.9
48,361 | 45,152 | 43,092 4.3! 4.0| 3.8[ Pacific:
41,850 | 39,415 35,934 4.6| 4.4| 4.97| Washington- 23,509 | 21,581] 20,513 6.9| 6.3 6.0
12,350 | 11,595 10,402 2.7| 25| 2.3| Oregon~-- 13,528 [ 12,382] 11,706] 6.0 | 5.6 5.4
West North Central 121,714 { 117,509 | 110,718 5.8 | 5.7 5.4
Minnesota-- -| 12,287 11,186 | 10,8250( 31| 2.8 | 2.8 lask 2,450 2,062 2,147 7.3| s.2 6.6
Io 9,480 9,151 8,471 | 33| 32| 2.9| Hawalirmer—m—mmmeeceeacoeaen 4,111 4,170 3,801 | 4.9 5.0 4.8
lFigurea include estimates. 2Date are incomplete. 3pata include divorce petitions filed for some comnties.

Table 3. MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRIAGE PRIOR TO DIVORCE OR

Table 2. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS AND RATES: UNITED STATES, ANNULMENT: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRA-

1950-74 TION STATE, 1972-74

[Data refer only to events oceurring within The United States. Alaska included
beginning with 1859 end Haweii with 1960] [Based on semple data. Medians computed on data by single years, excluding du-
ration of marriege not stated. The divorce-reglstration aree included 29

States in 1972, 1975, and 1974]
Rate per 1,000%—
Divorces Medien duration of marriege
Year and
annulments Total MMEEd women Aren
population e 1974 1973 1972

1974 977,000 4.6 19.% Divorce~registretion arep~—ww—-ee--. —————— 6.5 6.6 6.7

197 915,000 4.4 18.2
1972 845,000 4.1 17.0 Alab. 5.0 5.3 5.0
1971, 773,000 3.7 15.8 Alask 5.1 5.3 5.6
1970 708,000 3.5 14.9 Californi 6.7 6.9 6.9
1969: 839,00 3.2 13.4 Connecticut 8.1 8.4 8.1
1968 584,000 2.9 12.5 Georgl 5.2 5.2 5.4
1967 523,000 2.6 11.2 Hawaii: 5.3 5.8 6.1
Idah 4.7 4S5 407
196 499,000 2.5 10.9 T1linoi 6.1 6.5 6.1
1965 479,000 2.5 10.6 Tow 5.6 5.6 S.9
1964 450,000 2.4 10-0 K 5.2 5.2 5.0
1963 428,000 2.3 8.6 Kentucky 5.5 8.5 5.9
1962 413,000 2.2 9.4 Maryland 8.5 8.0 8.6
1961 414,000 2.3 8.6 Mi.chigan® 6.7 6.6 6.4
1960 393,000 2.2 s.2 Missouri 5.5 5.4 S.4
1959 395,000 2.2 9.3 Mon' 4.8 4.8 S.1
Neb: 5.9 5.7 8.3
1958: 368,000 2.1 8.9 New Yor} 8.0 8.7 8.8
1957 381,000 2.2 9.2 Ohi 6.3 6.2 6.3
1956 382,000 2.3 8.4 Oregol 5.8 5.8 8.7
1855 377,000 2.3 9.3 Pennsylvani ™7 7.8 8.3
1954 379,000 2.4 9.5 Rhode Tslend 8.0 8. 4 8.2
1853: 390,000 2.5 9.9 South Carolil 6.8 6.9 7.0
195 392,000 2.5 10.1 South Dakot: 5.6 5.9 5.9
1951 381,000 2.5 9.9 T 8.2 S.2 5.6
1950 385,000 2.6 1n.3 Uteh: 4.9 4.8 4.9
Vermont 7.9 7.9 8.0
1Data are based on population enumerated as of April 1 for 1950, 1960, and ‘\::.rp;mli ;'g ;3 ; 2
1970, and estimated ag of July 1 for all other years. wy:;:ns 4: a 4.5 4.7

2

1Exeludes deta for Wayne County.
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Continucd from page 1
The couples that divorced in 1974 had an estimated 1,099,000 chil-
dren under 18 years of age (table 4), The annual estimated number of
children of divorcing couples was above one million in 1972, 1973, and
1974, The average number of children per decree had declined: it was

3

Table 4. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES

AND ANNULMENTS: UNITED STATES, 1954-74

[Refers only to events occurring within the United States.
maked from frequencies based on sample;

total counts. TFor estimating method see Techniecal Ilotea]

For 1960-74 esbi-
for all other years estimated from

1,12 in 1974, 1.17 in 1973, and 1.20 in 1972, The’alltime high was 1,36
s Estimated Average
in 1964, R e nmmber of nurker of
The numbers of children under 18 years of age reported in divorce Year children children
cases in 1974 are shown in table 5, For the entire DRA, 42 percent of involved per decree
divorcing couples had no children under 18 years of age (though some
may have had children aged 18 or more), 26 percent had 1 child; 19 per- 1574 1,039,000 1.12
cent, 2 children; 8 percent, 3 children; 4percent, 4 children; and 2 per- 1973 1’079’823 1.1;
i 1972 1.,021,00 1.2
cent had 5 children or more. To71 ’946;000 T2
1970 870,000 1.z22
1969 £40,000 1.31
1968 7&4:000 1.54
1367 701,000 1.34
This report presents summary tabulations from the final divorce 1,966 669i000 1.34
statistics for 1974, More detailed tabulations for 1974 will be %’;;’_ gg;gg i-gz
published in Vital Slatistics of the United States, Volume IlI- Tgezt ssz:ooo 1.3
Marriage and Divorce, Prior to the publication of that volume, the 1862> 532,000 1.29
National Center for Health Statistics will respond to requests for 1g81* 518,000 L.25
unpublished data whenever possible, 1:,52 :g’gg }_ig
5 .
1858 398,000 1.08
1957 379,000 0.99
956 361,000 0.95
1955 347,000 0.92
1954 341,000 0.90
*Revised.

Table 5. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN REPORTED: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION
STATE, 1974

[E‘-z:’:d o1 somple data.  Data relate 0 ehildren wmdsr 19 years of a:o]

A1 Dizber of children revarted
divoress
JArea pnd
anmulements lione 1 e 3 $ or more Tot stated

Tyvoree-rozistration areteeeemeeeaaaa 571,754 230,735 140,057 102,843 45,521 19,371 10,357 23,584

;p’;{abl’ £1,150 5,089 7,489 1,450 ] 31n 1,781
Alashkome~ 2,452 62 448 138 24 63 a7
califerni 121,280 23,240 23,240 9,232 3,183 1,390 11,280
Connectient 11,967 2,576 2,198 1,074 413 273 542
Teorgin 26,825 5,269 4,340 1,885 =D esn 937
H%‘ai; 4,173 k| 81 141 94 13
Idaho- 4,83 532 &T7 125 [=h] 86
I1linoic 47,782 2,54 7,937 1,722 1,120 1,330
Iy 8,734 1,892 976 2 273 412
Ean 11,526 2,110 sz2 414 218 99
¥entucky 13,800 3,470 2,847 1,520 550 250 345
Harylend-. 15,020 3,478 2,545 1,085 510 290 1,355
Michigan™ 28,950 8,817 5,820 2,910 1,370 650 400
Missouri 22,735 5,655 7,755 1,535 728 410 210
Fontana 3,950 822 714 350 133 86 84
Tiebras! 5,220 ,30 1,723 492 152 150 8
lew York 53,960 11,830 10,28 4,600 1,740 1,770 2,53n
oree 15570 A 20> 175 it 170 %o

ot N > > Ed 3o

Penngylvani - 32,670 8,470 5,482 2,940 1,410 6810 960
Fhode Island 2,519 {03 639 534 2g1 112 85 S5
South Caroli 8,814 3,624 2,372 1,872 676 242 123 ind
Eouth Daliot 2,021 *758 *57 " 207 177 110 60 2
Tenr 23,750 10,930 6,121 3,805 1,610 595 370 420
Utah 5,472 2,058 1,270 944 492 238 154 316
Vermont 1,516 437 356 314 166 95 43 40
virginia 16,625 6,735 4,835 2,950 1,230 485 310 an
'a\'isc?nsi“ 10,732 3,382 2,618 2,168 1,078 456 300 82
Wyoming: 2,527 1,125 597 418 201 92 47 47

ipata are for number of children affected by decree.
2Excludes data for Wayne County.
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TECHNICAL NOTES

Place and Time of Occurrence

Divorces and annulments are shown in all tables by State
where decree was granted, which is also the State of legal resi-
dence of the plaintiff. The time of divorce or annulment is based
on the date the decree was granted.

Sources of Data

Figures in tables 1 and 2 are based on totals of divorce or
annulment decrees tabulated and reported by States and counties.
Figures in tables 3 and- 5 are based on probability-samples of
divorce and annulment records that were coded and tabulated in
this office,

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several methods.
Estimates for 1954-59 were prepared on the assumption that the
average number of childrenper decree for the Nation was identical
with that for the reporting States, The figure for 1960 was based
on a nationwide sample, Figures for 1961-74 were prepared by
‘multiplying the national divorce rate total by the average number
of children per decree found in the combined States with satis-
factory reporting of the number of children, There were 16 such
States in 1961-69, all 28 registration States in 1970, and 29 reg-
istration States in 1971-74.

SAMPLING ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EXPRESSED
AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL: DIVORCE-REGISTRA-
TION AREA, 1972—74AN'DEACHREGISTRATIONSTATE,1974

[Figures for Alaska, Hawail, Montana, Rhode Island, South Dakota,

Verment, and Wyoming have no sampling ervors because all records
were tabulated]

Divorce Samples

Sample data used to estimate the 1974 frequencies in table 5
and the frequencies used to compute median duration of marriage
for 1972-74 in table 3 were selected by using four different sam-
pling rates, depending on the size of the annual divorce total for
a State, The rates were 10, 20, 50, or 100 percent of the divorces
granted in a State. Samples were selected only from the States
that participated in the divorce-registration area,

Sampling errors are given in the table for the estimates
which constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the annual
divorce totals. These sampling errors are given for the divorce-
registration area and each registration State for 1974 data and
only for the divorce-registration area for 1972 and 1973 data.

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES

Data not available-~-enrmecmmmeomcm oo —

Sempling error of estimated
frequency expressed ag per-
centage of area total

Aren and year

1 10 25
or or or 50
29 90 75

Divorce-registration area:

tee 194 585 845 975
197 593 856 988
188 569 821 948

Registration States, 1974:

Alab! 43 131 189 218
Alasgk: e
Californi. 104 314 453 523
Connecticut-——mmmamumnomcca e 10 31 45 52
Georgl 33 98 142 l64
Hawali.
Ideho 7 21 30 35
Tllinoi 66 188 286 330
Tov 10 29 42 49
Kenss. i1l 32 46 53
Kentucky 23 70 102 117
Maryleand: 24 74 106 123
Michigen® 51 153 221 256
Missouri. 30 89 129 149
Monter e
Nebrask 7 22 31 36
New York 69 209 302 349
Ohio €6 200 288 333
Oregon 23 70 101 117
Pennsylvanifee=rreeeece e e ——— 54 162 234 271

Rhode Island-- - vee eee ves ‘e
South Caroline~ - g 28 41 47
South Dekotem==—mereemraecm—ee——e e P
Tenr 31 92 133 154
Utah 8 23 33 38
Vermont P ces vae
Virgini 26 78 112 129
Wisconsin 12 36 52 60
Wyoming:

1pxcludes Wayne County, Michigen.

Category not applicable----c-c-ommmmmcmmeammaann vee
QUANLILY ZETO=mmmmmm == m e e e e e -
Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05 0.0
Figure does not meet standards. of reliability or
PLecision === e mm e *
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