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FROM THE

In 1973 the marriage rate declined for the first
time in 15 years. The rate was 10,9 per 1,000 popu-
lation, down 0.9 percent from the 1972 rate of 11.0
per 1,000 population. Because the population grew
proportionau:elyk more than the number of marriages,
the rate decreased even though marriages increased
slightly, From 1962 to 1972 the marriage rate in-
creased 29 percent, The number of marriages in-
creased rapidly during the sixties as the large num-
bers of children born during the forties reached
maturity.

There were 2,284,108 marriages performed in
1973, This was 0.1 percent more than the number
reported in 1972 and 45 percent more than the num-
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along the eastern seaboard. In Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho,
Michigan, and Tennessee the number of marriages
increased while the marriage rates declined.
Marriage rates vary with age, sex, and previous
marital status, In the marriage-registration area in
1973 the highest first marriage rates are those for
brides and for grooms aged 20-24 years, 177.1 and
155.6 per 1,000, respectively, The remarriage rates
are much higher, the highest being 394.0 per 1,000
previously divorced women under 25 years of age and

Table 1. MEDIAN AGES OF BRIDE AND GROOM BY PREVIOUS MARITAL
STATUS, 1963-73

ber reported in 1962, Provisional data indicate a
decline in both the number and the rate for 1974. ¥edlen ace of bride tedian age of greom
The marriage rate for unmarried women aged fear sret | Femee | g || Firev | Rema-
15-44 years also declined in 1973, reaching its Tt N mrrtage | riage | 2% marriage | riage
lowest level of the decade. This rate increased from
. . . . 197%mmmmmremmm 21,9 20.6 32.3 241 22.5 3643
138,4 in 1962 to 141.3 in 1972, with only occasional  137zee-e-emm- 2.7 20.5 s2.8 2.5 22.4 365
» . . . 1~ — 2. o 2.0 23 . o
downward fluctuations, then it declined to 137.3 in 19 2.7 20.6 58.5 3.6 22.5 57.5
1973 2.6 20.6 33.8 23.5 22.4 23.2
. Z2l.5 20.6 33.8 23.6 22.¢ ]
The number of marriages was higher in 1973 gt | I I g 2.5 P
than in 1972 in 29 States, lower in 20 States and the s 204 .5 2.6 2.5 308
District of Columbia, and remained the same in one  1983--w-—-—- 1.3 20.3 35.6 25.7 22.5 9.8
State., About half the States with fewer marriages lie
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431.,3 for previously divorced grooms under 25 years Tabl: 3. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION,
of age. DIVISION, AND 3TATE, 1971-73
In 1973 the median age at first marriage was 20,6
for brides and 22.5 for grooms‘almost unchangedover (B’y place of occurrence. Data are counte of marriages performed except as noted. Rates
a decade. In contrast to the consistent median age at per 1,000 population in each area, estimated as of July 1
first marriage, the median age at remarriage for
both bride and groom moved steadily downward over Number Rete
the decade, It dropped 3.3 years for brides to 32.3 Regigﬁa Ei;’ism“:
) e
years of age ar?d 3.5 years for grooms to 36.3 years 1973 1972 1971, 1973 1972 1971
of age, The median age of brides was 1.9 years younger
than that of grooms at first marriage, 3.7 years 04,108 2
younger at remarriage after divorce, and 7.2 years United States-mmmew-- | 2,284, 2,282,154 2,190,481 | 10.9( 11.0 10.6
ounger at remarriage after widowhood,
young Tiag owhoo NOTEheas tmammmermmme e cocsse e 422,885 425,955 417,971 8.5 8.6 8.4
581,544 577,429 589,217 10.1] 10.1 9.8
823,947 818,405 779,553 | 12.5| 22.6 12.2
Table 2. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES: UNITED 455,782 | 460,865| 435,10 ) 12.5| 12.8)  12.2
_ Northeast:
STATES, 1958-73 New Englend- 108,426 107,111 104,913 8.8 8.8 8.7
[Date refer only to events occurring within the United States. tiddle Atlentic--- 518,459 518,844 513,058 8.4 8.5 8.3
Alaska included beginning 1959 end Hawali beginning 1960] North Central:
East North Centrale--- 412,324 409,206 396,585 | 10.1| 20.0 9.7
) West North Centrale-- 169,220 168,223 162,682 | 20.1| 10.1 9.8
Rate per 1,000 — South:
South Atlantic 398,544 334,392 377,111 12.3| 12.4 12.1
East South Central 167,174 170,054 162,164 | 12.6] 12.9 12.5
Year Marrisges | qoiqy U"t';‘;;:iEd U"ﬁ;‘e‘ied West South Central-- 258,229 253,959 240,278 | 12.7| 12.7| 1z.2
Pzﬁj;a— 15 years 15-44 West:
and over years 211,738 209,980 193,416 | 23.0.| 23.6 22.6
243,994 250,385 240,324 8.9 9.2 8.9
New England:
1973wmmentnmmm———— | 2,284,108 10.9 76.0 137.3 .
2,262,154 |  11.0 77.9 141.3 Nmi“;;':;;""“"""" 1]9.,,:22 %’;‘7’9 1,195 1 Ll.6| 1l.4)  1l.2
27190 481 10.6 76.2 133.9 eV Hampshirem e e ’ 752 9,77L| 2.1 2.8 12.8
»190, Vermonteee-meanme - 5,072 5,088 5,000 | 0.9 11.1 10.9
2,158,802 10.6 76.5 140.2 M et 46,640 48,189 47,535 8.0 8.3 8.3
» 2 B} B . .
Zyam000 o8 0 2041 Rhode I51andmmmmmnmmmmnmn 7,75 7,858 7,589 | 7.9 | 8.1 7.9
1:927‘;000 9:7 78 :4 145:2 Connecticut=—---. —————— 25,517 24,485 23,825 8.3 7.9 7.7
1,857,000 9.5 75.6 145.2 Middle Atlantic:
1,800,000 9.3 75.0 144.3 New YOrkemsmmmmmmemeeeea- - 155,660 161,872 161,864 8.5 8.8 8.8
1,725,000 2.0 74.6 146.2 NeW Jerseyn=rmmmmmmrmmmmmn 59,723 58,476 56,531 8.1 8.0 7.7
1,654,000 8.8 73.4 143.3 Pennsy lvenifi-w—me——m—-—. - 101,076 98,496 94,663 8.5 8.3 8.0
T2erTa000 o e 1582 Bast North Central:
li523:OOO 8:5 73:5 145:0 OhlQom=mmremcmc e 99,524 96,297 95,641 9.3 9.0 8.9
17294000 P 738 Ta5.8 Inai 58,428 61,262 58,076 | 11.0 | 1l.6 11.0
nERS| Sl RS| s pmen— e | el ume) ) el s
chigan--- » N 3 o . «
lpata are based on populstion emmerasted as of April 1 Wisconsinmem=mm 40,043 38,608 54,858 8.8 8.5 7.8
for 1960 and 1970 and estimated as of July 1 for all other West North Central:
years. Mi 32,971 32,227 31,196 8.5 8.3 8.0
TOWBm e e e i s sm s 27,544 26,603 25,819 9.5 9.2 9.1
51,990 53,372 51,048 | 10.9 | 1l.2 10.7
‘5,875 5,886 5,648 9.2 9.3 9.0
12,281 12,151 11,363 | 17.9 | 17.9 17.0
Nebragkarremwm 13,957 14,108 15,080 9.1 9.2 10.0
Kansag~—reemam=— 24,592 23,878 22,528 10.8 10.5 10.0
South Atlantic:
4,298 4,362 4,481 7.8 7.8 8.0
48,168 49,924 50,824 | 11.8 | 12.3 12.7
5,661 6,292 6,688 7.6 8.4 9.0
SYMBOLS 58,431 55,863 52,158 | 1z.1{ 11.7| 23.1
: 18,199 18,270 16,987 | 10.1| 10.2 9.7
Data not available-----=--r--cc-m-u- --- 16,951 48,766 wgerL | B.a | 9.3 9.5
South Carolina-- 56,876 59,983 58,034 | 20.9 | 22.3 22.1
Category not applicablenm-——nmme-mucmmume- . GEOTELEm=m=mmmm i mmrrem 70,373 68,756 63,860 | 12.7 | 14.5 13.7
89,587 82,176 75,108 | 11.7 | 11.2 10.7
IV Z BT D c e e e e e e e _ East South Central:
Quantity zero KefrbUe ym e s esre s 34,579 35,425 35,984 | 10.3| 10.7| 11.0
T 56,285 56,164 50,307 [ 13.6 | 13.8 12.6
Quantity more than O but less than 0,05----- 0.0 Alab 47,997 49,764 48,276 | 13.6 | 14.1 13.9
JUATCER TR s T —— 28,513 28,703 27,597 | 12.5 | 12.7 iz2.4
Figure does not meet standards of West South Central: s 20 o o
PO £ BOM e e eoeoe e B * ATHANSAS == e 25,202 25,202 24,065 | 12.4 | 12.6 12.4
reliability or precision LOULS180Rmmmm s mmmmremsamem 39,498 38,981 36,648 | 10.5 | 10.4| 10.0
Okleho 41,367 40,767 39,333 | 15.5 | 15.5 15.1
T 152,162 149,009 140,232 | 12.9 | 12.8 12.2
Mountain:
Mont 7,751 7,674 7,128 | 10.8 | 10.7 10.1
Ideho==m 12,236 12,086 11,356 | 15.9 | 6.0 15.5
Wyoming==- 5,508 5,357 4,772 | 15.6 | 15.5 14.0
COLOTRADRm s mmrsasemem casere 27,991 27,095 25,839 | 11.5 | 11.5 11.3
NeWw MeXicommmmmmmmmmm—an 15,178 134,167 214,008 | 13.7 | 13.2 13.6
ATLZ00Bem s mmcserramscaresere 26,180 *23,318 20,865 | 12.7 | 1.9 11.3
Ut8hemmm e sems e e e 14,818 13,935 212,057 | 12.8 | 12.4 11.0
Nevad 102,078 106,348 97,411 | 186.3 | 199.5 | 192.1
This report presents summary tabulations from the Pacific:
final marriage statistics for 1973, More detailed tab- Washington-——=--—=—-—=—un 41,365 41,618 40,988 | 12.1| 12.2 11.2
ulations for 1973 will be published in Vital Statistics OTegonnw—mmm et e lég:ggg l%ggi 123’(1;23 gg o8 g‘g
of the United States, Volume IlI-Marriage and Divorce., 31372 3:828 3:455 w7 | e 1.0
Prior to the publication of that volume, the National 9,776 9,750 9,734 11.8 n.g 12.3
Center for Health Statistics will respond to requests
for unpublished data whenever possible, 1Includes marriage licenses issued for some counties.
2Marriage licenses issued.
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Table 4. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES BY AGE, PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS, AND COLOR OF BRIDE AND OF GROOM:
MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA 1973

[By place of occurrence. Besed on cample data. Rates per 1,000 population in specified group, estimated as of July 1, 1973. Figures for age not stated
are distributed]
Bride Groom
Age and previous marital status Total . Color Total ™ Color
White ) not White not
other | giatea? » other | iotea®
Taziber Rate= Ihmber Rate hd
ALL MARRTAGER
Total: 1,846,501 64.9 111,069,283 155,215 | 622,023| 1,846,501 78.6|{1,057,867 { 156,911 | 622,023
14-17 year 192,577 27.9 128,593 16,740 47,244 32,842 4.5 24,170 2,184 6,495
1€-19 year 401,136 150.4 245,831 32,769 | 122,536 233,538 73.7 151,227 19,602| 62,759
20-24 year: 672,771 194.1 376,071 53,344 | 243,356 769,114} 165.0 444,036 64,349 | 260,679
25-44 y 453,701 1e5.2|| 244,205 42,089 167,337 635,647 162.3|| 346,623 | 55,244 233,775
25«23 year 230,710 176.2 121,491 23,832 28,327 340,973 180.6 185,031 23,357 | 127,575
30-34 year 175,124 125.6 57,033 9,756 | 33,330 144,332| 169.6 78,833 | 13,207| 5,542
35-44 year: 117,867 79.6 63,765 11,421 40,630 1s0,342| 113.5 83,014 | 13,670 53,658
45-64 year: 109,859 | 22.8 63,975 9,263| 36,616 142,293| 50.8 81,508 | 12,551 48,224
65 years and ove 16,407 2.4 10,498 1,025 4,834 33,020{ 16.6 19,948 2,991| 10,081
Median a 21.9 v 21.6 22.1 22. 4 24.1 con 23.8 24.2 24.6
FIRST MARRIAZES
Total. 1,330,868 81.0 742,513 | 120,983 | 467,272{ 1,317,456 85.8 737,195 | 119,114 | 461,159
14-17 year 187,850| 27.2{| 124,884 16,258| 45,703 32,143 4.4 23,654 2,044 6,465
1819 year 383,529 | 144.8{| 231,663 | 31,745] 120,121 223,473] 72.2] 7,321 | 19,027| 62,055
20-24 year 573,033| 177.1|| 397,045| 48,385] 217,67 776,336 155.6|| 398,464 | 60,735] 247,139
25-44 year 174,342 94.8 74,353 22,690 77,238 330,763 | 109.9 159,620 34,342 136,808
23-29 year 121,615{ 135.7 54,515 13,993 53,072 235,159 | 1535.1 117,982 21,701! 93,498
334 year 31,154 74.5 12,053 4,825 14,276 89,731 93.0 25,636 7,422| 28,003
35-44 yea: 21,573 41.1 7,835 3,567 10,021 35,548 41.4 15,724 5,219 18,305
45-64 yenr 1,322 113 4,235 1,795 5,292 18,111 15.6 7,405 2,652! 8,054
65 years and over 782 1.0 432 110 250 1,705 3.6 749 316 640
Median age 20.6 e 2.2 20.9 21.1 22.5 .o 22,1 22.8 23.0
REMARRIASES
Total.: 437 812 4.6 303,121 31.,8¢5| 151,487 502,899 | 133.3 310,432 34,721 157,846
14-19 ¥ 12,745 * 17,828 zs2 1,878 1,837 1,34 o3 192
2024 yenar: 25,218 | %zo1.2 57,918 %,755, 24,545 43,676 71,102 2,298| 12,278
25-44 year 275,572 154.3 167,297 13,835 82,250 297,237 181,905 19,223| 26,073
25-29 year: 103,671 253.1 85,M3 6,524 z5,M4 172,823 63,276 6,121 21,532
T34 year 73,217| 175.6 44,545 4,833, 27,970 9%,734 £1,160 5,537 28,357
75-44 year e3,714| 102 B7,749 7,463 721,437 112,514 67,470 a,270| 29,174
45«64 years 97,673 as5.7 £2,731 7,32 51,157 123,233 73,628 9,789 | 39,923
65 years and o 15,441 2.5 9,986 L:lae] 4,570 71,128 19,15 2,618 9,377
Median o 2.3 ree Z1.9 35.1 2.6 8.3 e 35.6 8.7 37.1
Froviously widowed® -— 73,859 3.3 0,723 5,776 17,255 65,268 39.3 43,235 5,856| 16,175
14-24 year: 2,811 * 2,755 225 580 537 * 465 52 20
25-44 year: 20,182] 5.7 13,449 1,939 4,784 19,372 | F148.9 5,445 1,367 2,530
45-64 year 39,25 16.5 25,845 2,912 5,591 72,491 77.3 21,508 2,757| 8,218
65 years and aver 11,518 2.2 R,379 629 2,539 21,0813 18.8 14,819 1,697 5,407
Nedian a £2.1 e EZZ 42,9 27 2.z o £2.3 EB. 4 9.3
Previously Divorced® 342,374 13L.0 215,717 22,966 3,691 385,670 22L.3 250,105 28,193| 33,310
14-19 year: 10,810 * 2,562 325 25 1,623 i 1,502 78 g0
20-24 year: ———— 70,355 *394.0 52,450 3,541 14,864 47,675 | 44303 31,605 2,1221 6,927
25-44 year: 215,157 | 177.7 143,873 15,378 55,903 244,882 z21.4 165,411 17,198| 61,683
45-64 year: 44,083 48.1 23,539 3,723 11,736 73,8041 117.3 48,123 6,155| 19,520
65 years and over: 1,939 8.3 1,233 198 561 5,280 32.0 3,480 8490 1,180
Median am 3.2 esn 22.7 32.9 3.1 33.9 “es 33.3 35.6 35-1
Not: stated if widowed or divorced”-mmmme--meamee - 71,600 i 18,676 2,553 59,371 72,124 .- 17,091 2,672 352,361
FOT STATED IF PREVIOUSLY MARRIED®-meeece—mne- mmmm———— 27,790 .- 21,528 2,937 3,324 26,036 ves 19,942 3,076 3,018

1In 1873 the MRA consisted of the District of Columbia and all the States in the Union except 93 Arizone, Arkensas, Colorado, Nevada, lew Mexico, North

Dakota, Oklahoma, Texas, and Washington.
app2ar in table 5.

It covered 80 percent of the marriages registered in the United States.

Sampling errors of estimates for the MRA

“Bage populetions exclude persons under 14 years of ase. Rates for all merriages are based on the unmarried population; for first marrieges, on the never-
merried population; and for remarriaces, on the widowed and divorced populations.
2Figures include data for Celifornia, Maryland, Mascachusetts, Michigan, liew York, Chio, and parts of Illinois; these areas did not require reporting of

race or color.
ates are shown for azes 14-24 years.

“Date exclude remarrieges in Michigan, Ohio, and South Carolina.

ates are shown for ages li-44 years.

7Date include all remarriages in Michiran, Ohio, and South Carolina.

gures are included in all marriages.



TECHNICAL

Place and Time of Occurrence

Marriages are those performed during the year. Mar-
riages and marriage rates for States and other areas are
by place of occurrence, In table 3, however, figures for
marriages shown for some States are by place and date the
marriage license was issued.

Sources of Data

Figures in tables 2 and 3 are based on totals reported
by States and counties, All other figures in the tables are
based on data tabulated from probability samples of records
selected in the National Center for Health Statistics from
copies of the records sent in by States participating in the
marriage-registration area, For 1971, 1972, and 1973, 41
States and the District of Columbia participated,

Marriage Sample

Records were sampled at different rates designed to
give a sample of at least 2,500 records for each State ex-
cept four, where less than 5,000 marriages were per-
formed. For these States all records were included in the
sample. Florida supplied a State-coded tape of its marriage
records and 100 percent were used by NCHS. One-halif of
all records were included from seven States and the District
of Columbia, one-~fifth from nine States, one-tenth from 13
States, and one-twentieth from seven States, The total
sample size was 287,241 marriages, Sampling errors shown
in the following table are for frequencies which equal a
specified percent of the MRA in 1973,

Sampling Errors

All statistics for the MRA are estimates based on the
systematic sample of marriages described above; therefore,
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NOTES

APPROXIMATE SAMPLING ERRORS OF ESTIMATED
NUMBERS OF MARRIAGES SHOWN IN TABLE 4.

Percent of total .
marrgzgi I;EAIQB MRA marriages in S:l:l;—'ol;t.ng

subclass

1 or 99 488

2 or 98 659

3 or 97 803

4 or 96 922

S or 95 1,026

1,846,500 7 or 93 1,201

10 or 90 1,412

15 or 85 1,681

20 or 80 1,883

25 or 75 2,038

S0 2,353

How to use the Sampling Error Table

For any estimate of marriage shown in teble 4, determine its
ratio to total MRA marriages. Then look in the appropriate
row on the table for the percentege figures closest to the
estimate to determine the sempling error. For exemple, Tthere
were 342,374 marriages to women who hed been previously di-
vorced or 18.5 percent of all MRA marriesges. Since 18.5 per-
cent ig between 15 and 20 percent, the sampling error is be-
tween 1,681 and 1,883, or by interpolation, about 1,822 mar-
riages. Chances are sbout 68 out of 100 that the actual num-
ber of marriages to divorcees is between 340,552 and 344,196
(342,374 * 1,822).

these statistics are subject to sampling errors, A sampling--
error is a measure of variations that occur by chance be-
tween sample estimates and the actual quantity being esti-
mated, Chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate
would differ from the true value by less than the sampling
error, and about 95 out of 100 that the difference would be
less than twice the sampling error,
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