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Estimates are shown in this report for the utiliza~
tion of non-Federal short-stay hospitals by inpatients,
excluding newborn infants, discharged during 1973.
Data are shown for the number and rate of discharges
and days of care, and average length of stay of patients
discharged, by sex, age, and color; and by geographic
region, bed size, and type of ownership (control) of
hospitals.

The Hospital Discharge Survey has collected data
on short-stay hospital utilization continuously since
the beginning of 1965. Estimates for the 1973 survey
are based on samples of hospital records on inpatients
discharged from a national sample of non-Federal
short-stay hospitals, Data were abstracted from about
225,000 hospital records of inpatients discharged from
424 hospitals participating in the survey.

An estimated 32.1 million inpatients were dis-
charged from non-Federal short-stay hospitals in
1973. Approximately 249.4 million days of care were
utilized by these patients and their average length of
stay was 7.8 days (table 1). The annual rate of dis-
charges for 1973 was 156.1 per 1,000 persons in the
civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The rate for
days of care per 1,000 population was 1,211,6.

Patterns of hospital utilization by age and sexfor
1973 were similar to those observed in the data
collected by the survey for previous years. The per-
cent distribution of discharges varied by sex for ages
under 15 years and 15-44 years, with a significantly
larger percentage of males falling in the youngestage
category, and conversely, significantly more females
represented in the 15-44 year age group (figure 1).
Discharge rates increased with age for patients of
both sexes (excluding deliveries) (table 1), The over-
all rate for females, excluding deliveries, was higher
than for males—151.8 discharges per 1,000 population

Figure 1. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DISCHARGES FROM
SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS, BY AGE AND SEX: UNITED
STATES, 1973
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for females compared to 129.2 for males, Within
age groups differences in utilization among males and
females were apparent. Males under 15 years of age
and 65 years and over had higher dischargerates than
did comparably aged females, while the rate for fe-
males aged 15-44 years was higher than for males.
For both sexes, rates of days of care and average
length of stay increased consistently with age for all
discharges (table 1),

The number of discharges and average length of
stay by color and age are shown in table 2, Color was



Table 1. Number and rate of inpatients discharged from short-stay hospitals,
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number and rate

of days of care, and average length of stay, by age and sex: United States, 1973
[Excludes newborn infants and Federal hospitals]
Female
Both
Age Male
sexes Including Excluding
deliveries deliveries
Number of discharges in thousands
All ages-===ceecccmcuacccmcceaw m——rea- 32,125 12,835 19,266 16,173
Under 15 yearsm=mmm==mmammma=e==-- R 3,933 2,231 1,700 1,685
15w4f yearSmmmmmmm--ccccccrcmcccsmscnacne—=- 13,482 3,873 9,598 6,524
45-64 yeaArSmmmmmmeecc-sssacccccscmacceano=—- 7,772 3,637 4,131 4,126
65 years and overss=--wemsmecmcecaa= R 6,937 3,094 3,837 3,837
Rate of discharges per 1,000 population
All ageS====mwemmmecasmcccsmaccccmaa=-- 156.1 129.2 180.9 151.8
Under 15 yearSeemm=mmmmcc-cacaccsecaccccsaas 70.8 78.8 62.4 61.8
15244 yearSem==eccecsamemmmcecamemecacaaana= 154.4 91.7 212.9 144.7
45-64 yearsmmmmm== cmsemmma—— cmmmeee=—- —mmmm—— 182,2 179.1 185.0 184.8
65 years and overe==s=wewec=«- e N 341.8 367.0 323.5 323.5
Number of days of care in thousands

All ageSem==c=emcmcmccccmacnccmnnnnna~ 249,389 105,911 143,271 130,869
Under 15 year§e===ma--snccccccccccmceccececa= 17,884 10,006 7,861 7,811
15=44 yearS§esmememmceccscemccumcmemneman————- 76,732 26,337 50,324 37,989
45-64 years-mm==ecmecmcceccssmemsmmcnenccean— 70,828 33,761 37,025 37,007
65 years and Over===e-emmccccaacccesccccmnu~ 83,944 35,807 48,061 48,061

Rate of days of care per 1,000 population
All ageSe===ccccmmcmuceceeecmcacecaa—= 1,211.61{] 1,066.5 1,344.9 1,228.5
Under 15 yearS--===ecmeeccecacasmac-eccenann= 321.9 353.4 288.5 286.7
15-44 yearSemmme=c-msceccacccccnammannannnn- 878.5 623.3 1,116.1 842.6
45-64 yearSem=ewssceccccmcmcemmsecemmeoceo—ao- 1,661.0|| 1,662.3 1,658.0 1,657.2
65 years and OVer===e-eecceccencccmmccmman-= 4,136.4 || 4,247.1 4,051.7 4,051.7

Average length of stay in days

All ageSeeesmwccecccmcmnsceacoccnann—-- 7.8 8.3 7.4 8.1
Under 15 years=e=m==-acscsccccsccccnmmcmanan 4.5 4.5 4.6 4,6
15-44 yearSeme=-s-c-ccececmcccmmcenna= ———————— 5.7 6.8 5.2 5.8
45-64 yearsese-sssececcmemascc-ceumaana m————- 9.1 9.3 9.0 9.0
65 years and Overs==esssscacceccccacccoccasc=- 12.1 11.6 12.5 12,5

1. .
Figures include data for sex not stated.



Table 2, Number of inpatients
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discharged from short-stay hospitals and average length

and sex: United States, 1973

[Excludes newbomn infants and Federal hospitals]

of stay, by color, age,

Female Female
Both Both
Color and age 1 Male el Male
sexes Including | Excluding sexes Including | Excluding
deliveries [ deliveries deliveries | deliveries
Total Numbexr of discharges in thousands Average length of stay in days
All ages=memcma- meeeemn 32,125 (| 12,835 19,266 16,173 7.8 8.3 7.4 8.1
Under 15 yearseessmscawus -=w==| 3,933 2,231 1,700 1,685 4.5 4.5 4.6 4.6
15-44 yearsesmece=- memeemmeee- 13,482 3,873 9,598 6,524 5.7 6.8 5.2 5.8
45=64 yearSeememmamcneeew - 7,772 3,637 4,131 4,126 9.1 9.3 9.0 9.0
65 years and Overemmeewacme-- | 6,937 3,094 3,837 3,837 12.1 11.6 12.5 12.5
White
All ageseemcmamcmcaacn- 24,402 9,899 14,497 12,350 7.8 8.2 7.5 8.1
Under 15 yearsSewssmeeweeesmacee | 2,898 1,638 1,259 1,255 4.3 4.3 4.2 4.2
15<44 yearsemcewmemmcacmasc=a | 9,727 2,864 6,862 4,723 5.6 6.6 5.2 5.7
45«64 yearsemewa memmssnemase=a | 6,160 2,898 3,261 3,257 9.0 9.1 8.9 8.9
65 years and over=we=== smwees| 5,616 2,499 3,116 3,116 12.1 11.6 12,5 12.5
All other
All ages-=s=m=maumcaaa-| 3,619 1,316 2,301 1,766 8.0 9.4 7.3 8.3
Under 15 yearsS-eewewsucacace- 527 305 222 214 6.3 5.9 6.8 7.0
15-44 yearse=seemwecemncsnaa~-| 1,977 505 1,471 945 6.2 8.5 5.5 6.3
45-64 yeArSemmmmm=e= mmmemaan. 664 296 367 366 11.1 11.9 10.4 10.4
65 years and overem==seasa--- 451 210 241 241 13.4 13.1 13.7 13.7
Color not stated
All ageSemmecwumcocnane 4,105 1,619 2,467 2,056 7.3 7.6 7.1 7.8
Under 15 yearseessmecescawecawns 508 288 218 217 4,3 3.9 4.8 4,8
15«44 yearseaseeemcen- mem———— 1,778 504 1,265 853 5.6 6.5 5.2 5.8
45-64 yedrSeesemmmcummcencann 949 443 503 503 8.4 8.5 8.4 8.4
65 years and overee==ee —————— 870 385 481 481 11.3 10.5 11.9 11.9

1E‘J‘.gures include data fcr sex mot stated.



not stated on medical abstract summary sheets which
represented approximately 4,1 million discharges, or
13 percent of the total discharges in 1973, The number
of discharges with color not stated is greater than the
corresponding figures for the "all other" category,
and care should be exercised when interpreting the
data,

Patients in the white category outnumbered those
in the all other category by approximately 7 to 1. For
white patients, about 1 in S were 65 years and over,
while this same age group represented only 1 in 8
patients in the all other category. The average length
of stay for white patients was less than for all other
patients in each age group. Deliveries represented a
smaller proportion of total discharges for white pa-
tients than for all other patients,

Variations were apparent in hospital utilization
by geographic region. The number and rate of dis-
charges and average length of stay are presented by
region and age in table 3. The rate of discharges per
1,000 population varied from 141.4 in the West Region
to 175.7 in the North Central. The average length of
stay ranged from 6.4 days in the West to 9.0 days in
the Northeast Region, Average length of stay for each
age group was also shortest in the West and longest in
the Northeast Region,
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The number and percentdistribution of discharges
and days of care provided are shown in table 4 by bed
size and type of ownership, Discharges varied from
5.5 million for hospitals with between 100-199 beds
to 8.2 million for those with between 300~499 beds.
The average length of stay varied directly with the
size of the hospital, being lowest in hospitals with less
than 100 beds, 6.4 days, and increasing steadily to 8.8
days in hospitals with 500 beds or more (table 3),

Voluntary nonprofit hospitals, including those
operated by church groups and by other nomprofit
organizations, accounted for 72,3 percent of all dis-
charges in 1973, Those hospitals operated by State
and local governments provided 20.6 percent, and
privately owned proprietary hospitals 7.0 percent.
The distribution of days of care was similar to that
of the discharges. Length of stay was shortest in the
proprietary hospitals and longest in the voluntary
nonprofit ones.

Of the estimated 32,1 million patients discharged
in 1973, 97.2 percent or 31.2 million were discharged
alive, Patients discharged dead averaged staysof13.6
days compared to 7.6 days for those dischargedalive,
primarily because patients discharged dead are likely
to have been admitted with conditions characterized
by a severe degree of morbidity.
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Table 3. Number and rate of inpatients discharged from short-stay hospitals and average

length of stay, by geographic region and age: United States, 1973

[Excludes newbormn infants and Federal hospitals]
Age All regions || Northeast| North Central| South West

Number of discharges in thousands
All ageS==-=-wcccmmmmmcnnaa 32,125 7,208 9,975 9,905 5,036
Under 15 years-=-c--esccccccna-ax 3,933 837 1,318 1,206 573
15-44 years=-——=-ewcccccnwmeacncanao 13,482 2,961 4,110 4,243 2,168
45-64 years~—==smcccccenrccnaccnaa- 7,772 1,828 2,438 2,250 1,256
65 years and over=~--e--=n—cec-a= 6,937 1,582 2,110 2,206 1,039

Rate of discharges per 1,000 population

All ageg~e-==wmcmwccaccaaan 156.1 148.6 175.7 153.6 141.4
Under 15 years~==s=e-weccmeamcace-- 70.8 66,6 84.8 67.8 59.3
15-44 yearsee-~-cmemrccccncnnceaa 154.4 145,7 170.7 155.0 139.4
45=64 years—--smccmwacaccvocanaaa 182. 166.8 211.7 173.7 174.1
65 years and over=--~e—meeeceama= 341.8 310.9 374.4 345.9 325.6

Average length of stay in days
All ages~==c-wmcccccaccmuea-n 7.8 9.0 8.0 7.3 6.4
Under 15 years-=--==cccccmecnccax 4.5 5.1 4.5 4.6 3.7
15-44 years 5.7 6.3 6.0 5.4 4,7
45-64 years 9.1 10.7 9,4 8.5 7.3,
65 years and over----- dmmpmm———— 12.11} 14.3 12,4 11.1 10.3
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Table 4.
and of days of care,

Number and percent distribution of inpatients discharged from short-stay hospitals
by bed size and

type of ownership of hospitals: United States, 1973

[Excludes newborn infants and Federal hospitals]

Discharges Days of care
Bed size and type of ownership

Number in Percent Number in Percent
thousands distribution thousands distribution
All hospitalse-ecceacaccacaa- 32,125 100.0 249,389 100.0

Bed size
6~99 bedSewmeccmacncccacnacncaaaaa. 6,604 20.5 42,534 17.1
100~199 beds=eemcvccccuaas memeescn- 5,485 17.1 39,727 15.9
200-299 bedS=ea=rm== cmeecemccccacan= 5,625 17.5 43,152 17.3
300=499 bedSeammmmnecmccmcanacnana= 8,228 25.6 69,271 27.8
500 beds or more===-=caccecaccanca-- 6,183 19.2 54,704 21.9
Type of ownership

Voluntary nonprofiteececceeacccceaca 23,235 72.3 184,924 74.2
Governmentee=meeamenceaanaa= mmmmmew 6,633 20.6 49,377 19.8
Proprietary=eeam=-x e ————— 2,256 7.0 15,087 6.0
Table 5. Average length of stay of inpatients discharged from short-stay hospitals, by bed

size, type of ownership of hospitals, and age: United States, 1973

[Excludes newborn infants and Federal hospitals]

. . Under 15| 15-44 45-64 65 years
Bed size and type of ownership All ages years years years and over
Average length of stay in days
All hospitalsess=mecacccccaccanaas 7.8 4,5 5.7 9.1 12,1
Bed size
699 bedSecmm-crecaacncamaccanaaa N 6.4 3.7 4.4 6.9 10.3
100-199 bedSe=meancnccuccaccncaaa mmm———— 7.2 4.1 5.1 8.4 12,0
200-299 beds====== L e - 7.7 4.2 5.7 9.2 12,0
300-499 beds==ecm=maccmmncecccccaccaana-- 8.4 4.7 6.2 10.0 13.3
500 beds or more~e=-e=wa- amemmcmcaaa ————— 8.8 6.2 6.7 10.6 13.4
Type of ownership
Voluntary nonprofite-ee-ceaceccccccnnacas 8.0 4.5 5.8 9.3 12.5
GOVEerNMmeNtememunnasecenrenaeenaccncanaas -~ 7.4 5.0 5.7 8.9 11.2
Proprietaryee-ameccncececccccncncresaca. 6.7 3.4 5.1 7.8 10.5
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TECHNICAL NOTES

SOURCE OF DATA. The Hospital Discharge Survey
collects data on patients discharged from noninstitu-
tionalized short-stay hospitals located in the 50 States
and the District of Columbia. This report excludes
data for newborn infants and discharges from Federal
hospitals, Information in this report is based on a
sample of about 225,000 abstracts of medical records
of patients discharged from a national sample of 424
short-stay hospitals that participated in the survey in
1973.

SAMPLING ERRORS. The estimates presented are
subject to sampling error since a sample rather than
the entire population has been surveyed. The standard
errors appropriate for the estimates of the number of
discharges are shown in table I and those for days of
care are shown in table II,

Table I. APPROXIMATE STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTI-
MATED NUMBERS OF DISCHARGES

Size of estimate Standard error
200,000-w-crecmmmc e 12,500
500,000-=-cc-mmocmmcamen 22,000
1,000,000-=-cccmccmaemue 38,000
5,000,000~-=~ccccmcncaua 160,000
10,000,000-~cccccmancaa 310,000
20,000,000~c-commnccncua 610,000
30,000,000-~cceccmaanaan 900,000
Table II. APPROXIMATE STANDARD ERRORS OF ES-~

TIMATED NUMBERS OF DAYS OF CARE

Size of estimate Standard error
1,000,000--crccracmcnae 122,000
5,000,000--c-ccmccmanen- 270,000
10,000,000=wccccacnancan 400,000
50,000,000-~-cmvccacmaca 1,125,000
100,000,000-c~-ccccacaax 1,920,000
200,000,000~=~-ccmcucnen 3,420,000
300,000,000-~c-wmcceaman 5,100,000

ROUNDING. Due to rounding, detailed figures within
tables may not add to totals, Rates, percents, and
average lengths of stay presented were computed
from unrounded numbers.

DEFINITIONS, Skovt-siay hospitals are general and
short-term special hospitals that have six beds or
more for inpatients use and an average length of stay
of less than 30 days.

A patient or inpatient is a person who has been
formally admitted to the inpatient service of a short-
stay hospital for observation, care, diagnosis, or
treatment,

A discharge is the formal release of an inpatient
by a hospital, that is, the termination of a period of
hospitalization by death or by disposition to place of
residence, nursing home, or another hospital. The
number of discharges does not correspond to persons
hospitalized more than once during the calender year,
"Discharges' and "patients (or inpatients) discharged”
are used synonymously.

Discharge vate is the ratio of the number of hos-
pital discharges during a specified year tothenumber
of persons in the civilian, noninstitutionalized popu-
lation as of July 1 of the specific year.

Days of care denotes the total number of inpatient
days accumulated at time of discharge by patients
discharged from short-stay hospitals, A stay of less
than 1 day (inpatient admission and discharge on the
same day) is counted as 1 day in the summation of
total days of care, ’

Rate of days of cave is the ratio of the number of
inpatient days accumulated by patients discharged
during a specified year to the number of persons in
the civilian, noninstitutionalized population as of July
1 of the specific year,

Aveyage length of stay is the total number of in-
patient days accumulated by patients at time of dis-
charge during a specified year divided by the number
of patients discharged.

Color of patient is designated as either "white"
or "all other,"” Mexicans and Puerto Ricans are con-
sidered white unless specifically identified as a
member of another color category.

GPO B93.3853.
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