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In 1973 the divorce rate, 4.4 per 1,000 population, 
was the highest ever recorded for the United States. 
It exceeded, for the first time, the peak annual rate 
(4.3) experienced in 1946 in the wake of World War II. 
This continued the rapid increase in the divorce rate 
that began in 1968 following the slight upward trend 
of the mid-1960’s and the relatively stable rates of 
the early 1960’s. Provisional data for 1974 indicate 
an even higher rate (4.6). 

A total of 915,000 divorces, including annulments, 
were granted in the United States in 1973. This figure 
was 8 percent above the total for 1972 (845,000) and 
18 percent higher than the total for 1971 (773,000). 

When compared with figures 10 years earlier 
(1963), the national divorce total more than doubled, 
from 428,000 to 915,000. The rate per 1,000 total 
population and the rate per 1,000 married females 
both increased around 90 percent, from 2.3 to 4.4 and 
from 9.6 to 18.2, respectively (table 2). 

From 1972 to 1973 the divorce rate increased in 
almost all States for which information is available. 
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The rate decreased in Alaska, Connecticut, the 
District of Columbia, and Nevada and did not change 
in Massachusetts and Wyoming (table 1). 

The median duration of marriage prior to divorce 
declined slightly. For the divorce-registration area, 
the median duration at time of decree was 6.6 years 
compared with 6.7 years for 1971 and 1972. From 
1972 to 1973 this median declined in 17 States, in-
creased in nine States, and remained unchanged in 
three States (table 3). 

In 1973 the number of children under 18 years of 
age whose parents divorced was an estimated 

1,079,000. This is the second year that more than 1 
million children were affected by divorce. The 1973 
estimate nearly doubled the estimate for 10 years 
earlier (562,000 in 1963). In spite of the pronounced 
increase, the average number of children per decree 
continued to decline, 1.17 in 1973 and 1.20 in 1972 
compared with a maximum of 1.36 in 1964 (table 4). 

In 1973, 40 percent of divorcing couples had no 
children under 18 years of age; 25 percent had one 
chil~ 19 percent, two children; and 15 percent had 
three children or more. Data for each reporting 
State are shown in table 5. 
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Tablel. DNORCESANDR4TES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DIVWION,ANDSTATE, 1971-73 

[Date.arecmnts. f demeesg ranted (includlngreimrted anml.m.t oanddlmolutioas .fmrriage) fmppliedbr 8ta.tesexcept as!mted. Figure.for .hedivorm. 
registration States differ slightly from those based on s8.P1.?data .hown in table 5. Rates ~r 1,000 pqmlation in each area estimatedn. of July 1, 1971, 1972, 
and 197S1 

Number Rate Nuuber Rate 
RegioII,diVISfOU, Region, dltisron, 

and State and State 
1973 1972 1971 973 372 971 1971 ,973 I1972 971 

—
 A-= 
utit.a st.t..l 315,000 145,S00 773,000 4.4 4.1 3.7 ret North Central—Con. . Miemui-i 21,777 20,699 19,643 4.6 4.4 4.1 

Reeions: North Dakota 1,422 1,298 1,181 2.2 2.0 1.9 
Motiheast-— L36,000 u9,0m 101,000 2.7 2.4 2.0 South Drikot*--------------- 1,902 1,627 1,403 2.6 2.4 2.1 
North Centrall ?34,000 !18,000 204,000 4.1 3.9 3.5 Nebraska---—--------------- 4,924 4,394 4,013 3.2 2.9 2.7 
South-----—---------------- 526,000 501,000 269>000 14.9 4.6 4.2 10,472 9,925 9,461 4.6 4.4 4.2 
Westl ?19,000 Z07,000 199,000 6.0 3.7 5.6 >uth.&a@.ntlc: 

Delaware 2,162 1,636 1,630 3.8 3.2 3.3 
N.rthea8t: 
iw mgha 35,029 33,4eQ 29,755 2.9 2.6 2.5 

-ha------------------- 14,145 
Districtof Columbia-------- 2,675 

11,520 
5,324 

10,060 
2,629 

3.5 
4.0 

2.8 
4.4 

2,3 
3.5 

Middle Atlantic LOO,645 85,898 71,107 2.7 2.3 1.9 Virgidfi 16,07S 14,155 13,261 3.3 3.0 2.8 
North Central: 
East i?ortbCentra12---------- 166,465 157,093 145,305 * * * 

West Virgfnla? 7,059 
North Care.l.im 1S,532 

6,270 
17,277 

6,176 
15,350 

3.9 
3.5 

3.5 
3.3 

3.5 
3.0 

West North Central 60,704 56,66A 53,016 3.6 3.4 3.2 South Carolina 8,266 7,646 6,657 3,0 2 .s 2.5 
south : 
9ollthAtlantic—— 130,304 135,749 1.19,939 4.6 4.3 3.9 

Georgie---— 25,058 
Flmi+-—----— 56,00.9 

22,044 
31.,677 

20,245 
43,726 

5.2 
7.3 

4.7 
7.0 

4.3 
6.2 

Fast South Central---—------ 66,260 61,510 54,472 5.0 4.7 4.2 mt South Central: 
West 9outh CerItml L06,597 L03,749 94,375 * 25.2 4.6 Kentucky 13>030 11,.954 11,141 3.9 3.6 3.4 

Weet: 
kuttinz 59,422 37,266 53,666 ** * 

Te$meB8ee ------------------- ZZ,074 
Alabama 20,399 

20>601 
16,956 

17>490 
16,905 

5.3 
5.8 

5.1 
5.4 

4.4 
4.9 

Pacific 157,704 L49,975 143,640 5.9 5.5 5.3 Misslmlppi 10,767 10,097 6,936 4.1 4.5 4.0 
New mgka: !stSouth Central: 

Mslne ------------------------ 4,33 4,157 3,925 4.4 4.1 3.9 .b%amas-------— 215,216 14,499 12,959 27.3 1.2 6.7 
New Rmpshire 3,656 3,196 2,941 4.9 4.1 3.9 Iaui.iana------------------- 27,294 ‘1O ,616 9,431 * 22.8 2.6 
Vermont--——---------------- 1,592 1,253 1,171 3.4 2.7 2.6 Okhhoms 19,932 18,299 16,417 7.5 6.9 6.3 
Massachusetts 14,539 14,441 12,881 2.5 2.5 2.2 mm,----------------------- 64,152 60,343 35,568 5.4 5.2 4.6 
moti z.ka 2>423 2>018 1,903 2.5 2.1 1.9 ,untai. : 
Comecticut— --------------- 6,079 Ll,415 7,034 2.6 2.7 2.3 Mmtena--------------------- 3,772 3,609 3,366 5.2 5.0 4.6 

Miaak AtI.P.IItiC: Idftho----------— 4,341 3,847 3,664 5.6 5.1 5.0 
New York 47,886 40,902 33,101 2.6 2.2 1.8 $fyomin.s-------------------- 2,275 2,218 1,966 6.4 6.4 5.9 
New Jersey 21,754 17,495 12,696 3.0 2.4 1.6 Colorado 14,370 12,604 11,809 5.6 5.3 5.2 
Pennsylvania 31,005 27,301 25,110 2.6 2.3 2.1 New Mexico’ 5,383 5,259 * * * 

East North Central: AZizon.a 14,036 %3,197 $% 6.8 6.7 7.9 
Ohio 46,001 44,673 42,166 4.5 4.2 3.9 Utah 5,270 4>934 4,419 4.6 4.4 4.0 
btimaz 22,322 22>902 22,266 * * * Nevada— 9,975 11,650 9,474 16.2 21.9 16.5 
Illlnoie 45>152 43,092 40,136 4.0 3.6 3.6 ,Cific: 
l!lchi~ --------------—---- 39,415 35,934 31,790 4.4 4.0 3.5 Washin.@,on 21,591 20,513 19,z07 6.3 6.0 5.6 
Wimmsin 11>595 10,492 6,927 2.5 2.3 2.0 Oregon 12,382 11,706 10>667 5.6 5.4 5.0 

west North central: California------— 117,509 110,718 108,309 5.7 5.4 5.4 
litnnesot~ 11,156 10,250 9,545 2.9 2.6 2.5 Alaska 2,062 2,147 1,746 6.6 5.6 
Iowa 9,151 6,471 7,772 3.2 2.9 2.7 Hax+sii-------—— 4,170 3,891 3,691 4.7+ 
‘,i@mes include sstimtes.

%ta are incomplete.

%ata tn.hae aitmm petltlom mea for eme countie..

‘rata are fox.divorcepetitiom fil.a.


Table2. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS AND RATE5 UNITED STATES, 

1950-73 

[Dat. refer mlyto events occmlng wi%hinthe United Stetee. .maska incluaea 
be@nfn~nith 1959 and &awaLi with 1960]


1

Divorces


Yeaz .“d 
anuulmenta Total 3rriedwomen


1972


1970------------—

1969------------------------------

1968------------------------------

1967------------—


1965------------------------------

1964------------------------------

1963

1962


1960-----------------------------

1959

1956


1957------------------------.--—-

1956----------------—

1955------------------------------

1954-------------—-— -----------

1953------------------------------

1952

1951------------------------------

1930------------------------------


pqmlnti.m15 years

.“a C.W


1 

915,000 4.4 19.2~ 

645,000~ 4.1 11.0 
773,000 3.7 15.9 
708,000I 3.5 14.9 
639,000: 3.2 X5.4 
S64,CCQ 2.9 1.2.5 
523,000: 2.6 U.2 
499,m 2.3 10.9 

479,S00 2.5 10.6 
4S3,mC 2.4 10.0 
426,200 2.3 9.6 
413.000 2.2 9.4 
414;CCW3 2.3 9.6 
393,m3 2.2 9.2 
395,COQ 2.2 9.3 
36S,S00 2.1 6.9 

361.,CCQ 2.2 9.2 
382,000 2.3 9.4 
377,0CQ 2.3 9.3 
379,0CQ 2.4 9.5 
390,000 2.5 9.9 
392,000 2.5 10.1 
361,000 2.5 9.9 
383,000 2.6 10.3 

%Ma are ba.sea on papul.ation enwnemtea es of .4pri11 for 1953, 1960, end 
1970, md e,ti?natedas of July 1 for 8.11other year,.


— 

Table 3. MEDIAN DURATION OF IWRRIAGE PR-IORTO DIVO.7CE ORAN­

NULMENT: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION 

STATE, 1971-73 

[wea on sample data. tiaim.s .Ommt.aO. data by .iiIgleYe.r5, excluainga.­
rati.n of marriage not etetefl.me dlvor.e-reslstratim area Included29 
states in 1971, 1972, and 19751 

Median aurationof mrriage


Area 

t-- 1973 1972 1971 

,


Mv.rc e-registrationarea------------------ 6.7 6.7

l====


Alaban!a

Alaska------------------------------------------
I

California 1

Connecticut ‘


Illinois-----------------------------------—---

Iowa------------------------------------------—-

Rallsas---------------—— 1

Kentucm

mwhma

14ickig@.n [

16issoUri 1

mnti---------.--------——

Nebra5ka-----------------------------------------

New York---—

Ohio—----------------------——----------------

Oregon

Pemsylvanl*-----------------------------------­

zh.a. I.ka------------------------—-----------

South carol

South Dakota

Tennessee-—-------------—----------—------­

ma,-------------------------------------------

Vermont----———--—---------------—----—----­
vtigM*---— 
Wi,co”, in-----------------------------—-------­
!4y0ting


5.3 5.0 5.4 
5.3 S.6 5.2 
6.9 6.9 6.9 
6.4 s.1 6.7 
5.2 5.4 5.3 
5.6 6.1 6.8 
4.5 4.7 5.0 
6.5 6.1 6.4 
5.6 5.9 5.8 
5.2 5.0 5.1 
5.s 5.9 5.7 
9.0 e.6 8.6 
16.6 16.4 6.9 
5.4 5.4 5.5 
4.6 3.1 5.3 
5.7 6.3 6.2 
8.7 8.8 9.3 
6.2 6.3 6.5 
5.6 5.7 5.7 
7.6 9.3 7.6 
9.4 6.2 8.7 
6.9 7.0 7.1 
5.9 5.9 3.s 
5.2 5.6 5.5 
4.E 4.9 4.7 
7.s 8.0 9.1 
7.9 
7.4 

7.6 
7.6 

6.3 
7.7 8 

4.5 4.7 4.9 

kcludes data for We+me county. 
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This report presents summary tsbulationi from the final divorce 

statistics for 1973. More detailed tabulations for 1973 will be pubffshed 

in Vital Statistics of the Um”ted States, Volume IfI.Marrfage and 
LMwce. Prior m the publication of that volume, tie National Center 

for Health Statistics will respond to requests for unpublished data 

whenever possible. 
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Table 4. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED lN DIVORCES 

AND ANNULMSNTi3 UNfTED STATES, 1954-73 

rRefer3 onlv to event. occurrfim wftbin the United States. For 1960-73 es­
- kmted r%m frequencies baz~d cm ample; for all other years estimated 

fromtotal count:1 

Estim.ted Average !stivxited Average 

l’esn-
number of nm.ber or 

Year 
umber of number of 

children children :bildren children 
involved w dscree revolved per decree 

19731-------- 1,079,003 1.17 3.9632----- 562,000 1.s1 
19721--------. l,osl,cw 1.20 19G22------- + 532 .0S0 1.29 
1971L____ 946,CCQ 1.22 1961%----- 516;000 1.25 
19701-------- 870,000 1.22 1960------- 463>000 1.1s 
1969-------- e40,mo 1.31 1959-------- 468,000 1.1s 
1968--------- 784,000 1.34 195s------ 398,0m 1.0s 
1967--------- 701,0s0 1.34 1957-------- 379,000 0.99 
1966---------- 669,0c0 1.54 1956-------- 361.000 0.s5 
1965 630.000 1.32 lgs&___. 347;000 0.92 
1964~--------- 6L3;OO0 1.36 1934-------- 341,000 0.90 

lEstiuute.sare bzecl m DRA frequalciez instead of the 1S State. previous.
ly

wed.


%evlsed.


Table 5. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CFtfIX2REN REPORTED. DJ.VORCE-RRGISTRA’ITON AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION 

STATE, 1973 

[Fwed on sample data. D2.tarelate to cbil&en under 18 years of age except a. noted]


All number of children re~rted 
4iv0rce3

kea 

annulments None i 2 3 4 5 or mere Not stated 

Divorce-regi@,rntion srea----------- =111= 46,009 19,006 11>738 24,524537,943 207,S36 131,174 97,556


Alabama---------------------------------- 19,660 7,7sCl 4,6s0 3,05C 1,400 660 290 1,800 
AlasP&---------------------------------- 2,060 853 46s 399 173 74 41 
Cnufomia 116>300 43,700 27,140 21,190 9,190 3,200 1,710 10,1% 
Connecticut 8,076 2,598 1,97s l,eoz 826 376 234 462 

25,!J.5 10,255 6,805 4,U5 1,770 725 420 1>025 

16waii 4,165 1,647 991 761 388 174 163 4r. 
rmol-- 4,342 1,94s S76 788 140 7s 
Illinois-------— 45>760 17,320 10,940 7,920 4,180 1,820 1,980 
Iowa------------------------—------------- 9,132 3,202 2,2s8 1,7S2 S32 420 382 

10,5Q2 4,272 2,62a 1,990 924 366 so 

l:entucw---------------------------------- 13,023 5,420 3,395 1,s95 1,023 420 260 31.O 
l!mba--— 14,063 5,270 3,120 2,300 1,263 430 265 1,413
Michiwl=-------------------------------- 26;0210 10,210 5,720 4,890 2,740 1,100 690 610 
M.iBSOUI’i---------— sl,6 10 9,420 5,s03 3,710 1,535 62A 390 130 
?dontm ----------------------------------- 3,72:9 1,465 907 716 34s 131 93 77 

4,914
.4 1,946 1,254 898 454 206 150 6 
New York 47,74(10 18,490 10,520 9,210 4,270 1,870 1,3.50 2,230
Ohio 47,‘m.0 ls,lso 12,120 9,040 4,520 2,020 1, 3s0 390 

,0 4,705 2,990 2>273 93s 365 203 665 
Pennsylvania 31,030 10,980 8,500 6,1(?Q 2,660 1,130 740 1,120 

Rhode Ishd 2,402 72S 569 339 262 1V3 95 5s 
South Cnrolfna 8,264 3,452 2,242 1,439 666 270 124 72 
South Zukota------------ L,708 615 437 336 164 S3 71 2 
Tememee 22,095 9,82-o 5,710 3,645 1,505 565 380 480 
Utah--------------------------------------- 5,138 1,S4z 1,200 922 502 242 150 280 

Omen 12,34( 

Vemnt-.--------.. ---------— 1,563 467 363 310 190 92 80 61 
Virgtiia--------------------------------- 16,060 6,535 4,2SJ 2,925 1,460 Slo 330 70 
Wisconsirl 10,996 3,S66 2,714 2,316 1,220 606 442 32 

2,242 94s 552 3s4 1s5 al 45 47 

~illtz.
are for number of children affected by decree.

&cludes ds!m for Wayne County.
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TECHNICAL NOTES 

Place and Tima of Occurrence 

Divorces and annulments are shown in all tables by State 
where decree was granted, which is also the State of legal resi­
dence of the plaintiff. The time of dfvorce or annulment is based 
on the date the decree was granted. 

Sources of Data 

Figures in tables 1 and 2 are based on totals of divorce or 
annulment decrees tabulated and reported by States and counties. 
Figures in tables 3 and 5 are based on probability samples of 
divorce and annulment records that were coded and tabulated in 
this office. 

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several methods. 
Estimates for 1954-59 were prepared on the assumption that the 
average number of children per decree for the Nation was identical 
with that for tbe reporting States. The figure for 1960 was based 
on a nationwide sample. Figures for 1961-73 were prepared by 
multiplying tbe national divorce rate total by the average number 
of children per decree found in the combined States with satis­
factory reporting of the number of children. There were 16 such 
States in 1961-69, all 28 registration States in 1970, and all 29 
registration States in 1971-73. 

SAMPLESG ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUZNC’IZXPRESSED 
AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL DIVORCE-REGISTRA-
TIONAREA, 1971-73 AND THE 29 REGISTRATION STATES, 
1973 

[Figurest%r A18.ska,
Sawaii,Montana,RhodeIsland,SouthD8.kota,

Vermont,EndW~ominghave no Bamplingerrorsbecauseall records

were tabulated]


Samplingerrorof estimated

requencyexpressedas per-


Divorce Samplea 

Sample data used toestimate the1973frequencies intable5 
and the frequencies used to compute median duration of marriage 
for 1971-73intable3 were selected byusing four dffferentsam­
pling rates, dependfng on thesize of theannual dfvorce total for 
a State. The rates were 10, 20, 50, or 100 percent of the divorces 
granted in a State. Samples were selected only from the States 
that participated in the divorce-registration area. 

Sampling errors are given in the table for the estimates 
which constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, snd99 percent of the annual 
divorce totals. l%esesampling errors aregiven forthedfvorce­
registration area and each registration State for 1973 data and 
only for the divorce-registration area for 1971 and 1972 data. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not available

Category not applicable . . .

Quantity zero -

Quantity more than O but less than 0.05 ------------- 0.0

Figure does not meet standards. of reliability or


precision * 

Area and yew 

Divorce-registration
area:

1973 (29States)----------------

1972 (2SStates)----------------

1971 (29States)---------------­


::egistration
States,1973:


centageof areatotal


1 10 25 
or or or 50 
99 90 75 

197 593 856 988

1s9 569 621 94s

176 532 767 866


Alabama 43 129 1S6 215

Alaska ... ... ... ...

Califotia 102 309 446 514

Connecticut

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Iowa

Kansas

KentucQ

~vhnd

Michigan

Ussouri------------------------

MOntam+------------------------

Nebraska

New York

Ohio

Oregon

PeMsylvmia

Shod.eIsland

SouthCaroli~-----------------

South&tita

Temesaee

Utah 

9 27 39 45 
31 95 137 15s 
... ... ... ... 
7 20 29 33 
63 191 276 31a 
10 29 41 48 
10 31 44 51 
23 6S 99 1.14 
24 71 103 IJ.9 
74 223 322 372 
29 S9 128 148 
... ... ... ... 
7 21 30 35 
65 197 284 328 
65 1s7 285 329 
22 67 96 Ill 
53 158 229 264 
... ... ... ... 
9 27 39 45 

... ... ... ... 

-----------------------
-------------------------

30 
7 

Vemnt ------------------------- ... 
Virginia------------------------ 25 
Wisconsin u 
Wyoming ... 

89 
22 
... 
76 
33 
... 

129 
32 
... 
I-1o 
48 
... 

149 
37 
... 
127 
55 
... 

(ii) 
.,..90..OB
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