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Registered Births Birth Rate 

There were 3,258,411 live births registered in The birth rate fell to 15.6 births per 1,000 popu­
the United States in 1972, a decline of 8 percent from lation in 1972, a decline of 9 percent from the rate 
1971. More recent provisional data iridicate a con- of 17.2 in 1971. k was the first year in which both 
tinuation of the decline in the number of births to an the birth and fertility rates have dropped below those 
estimated 3,141,000 births in 1973. of the 1930’s. AkhctEgh the fertility rate has just 

dropped below the level of the 1930’s, the birth rate 

Fertility Rate has been at or below the low rates of the 1930’s for 
7 years. This is because the childbearing population 

The fertility rate continued its decline through (assumed to consist of women 15-44 years of age) 
1972 to 73.4 births per 1,000women aged 15-44 years, comprises a smaller proportion of the total population 
the lowest fertility rate ever observed in the United now than in the prewar years. In 1936, the middle of 
States. The previous lowest rates, 76 to 79, occurred the 1933-39 period, the childbearing population con-
during the 1933-39 period. The rate for 1972 declined stituted 24 percent of the total population; in 1972 it 

� 
.-

10 pe~cent from the rate of 81.S in 1971 and has de- was 21 percent. 
clined 40 percent from the 1957 rate of 122.7 adjusted Provisional data show a further decline in the 
for underregistration. Provisional data show a fur- birth rate for 1973. The rate of 15.0 is the lowest 
ther decline to 69.3 in 1973. ever observed in the United States. 

Figure 1. LIVE BIRTHS AND FERTILITY RATES: UNITED STATES, 1910.72 
h! IL L10N5 

OF GIRTHs (P@ining 1959 ticndli.ric GICbed.. rqktcn.d Iiw birtk; tmndliws fm 1910.1953 a. kcd on h bjrti zd,ixwl f.r uzdc.regktmtim) &$’~&’~!& 
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Age of Mother 

Birth rates decreased from 1971 to 1972 for all 
women except those under 15 years of age, for whom 
a 9-percent increase occurred, and for those 45-49 
years of age, for whom the rate remained the same. 
The smallest decrease in rates (4 percent) occurred 
for women 15-19 years, while decreases for other 
age groups ranged from 11 to 14 percent. 

The number of births decreased for women of 
all age groups except for those under 15 years where 
it increased 4 percent. Decreases ranged from 2 to 
14 percent with the smallest decrease for women 
15-19 years and the largest decreases of 13-14 per-

cent for women 20-24 years and for the age groups 
35 years and over. 

Live-Birth Order 

The number of births andbirth rates decreased 
for all birth orders between 1971 and 1972. Thenum­
ber of first and second order births declined by6 
percent; the decline inthe number of births of higher 
orders ranged from 14 percent for third order births 
to 22 percent for births of eighth and higher orders. 
Declines in rates for the first two orders were 7 per-
cent while declines for higher orders ranged from 
14 to 21 percent. 

. Color and Race 

In 1972, as in previous years, the fertility rate 
was higher for all other I and Negrowomen than for 

white women. The fertility rate was 100.3 for all other 
women, 100.5 for Negro women, and 69.2 for white 
women. The differential between the rates for white 
and Negro women decreased from 1965 to 1970. From 
1965 to 1968 the rate for Negro women declined faster 
than the rate for while women. The rate for white 
women increased during 1969 and 1970 while the rate 
for Negro women decreased during 1969 but in-

creased during 1970, although at a slower rate than 
for white women. The race differential increased 
during 1971 and 1972 as the fertility rate for white 
women decreased at a faster rate than for Negro 
women. 

Geographic Division and State 

Sex Ratio of Births 

The sex ratio for births in 1972 was 1,051 males 
per 1,000 females. This ratio varies little from year 
to year and is consistently higher for white than for 
Negro births. In 1972 the sex ratio was 1,057 for white 

births and 1,024 for Negro births. 

Month of Birth 

The final numbers of births in 1972 by month of 
birth and race and the observed and seasonally ad­
justed birth and fertility rates are shown in table 7. 

Attendant at Birth 

Of all live births in 1972, 99.2 percent were 
classified as having been delivered by physicians in 
hospitals. Another 0.2 percent of live births were 

delivered by physicians outside of hospitals while 
0.5 percent were delivered by midwives, other, and 
unspecified persons. 

Age of Father 

In 1972 the birth rate for men was 59.4 births 

per 1,000 men aged15 to 54 years. This was a decrease 
of 10 percent from the rate of 66.3 in 1971. The birth 
rate for white men decreased 11 percent during 1972 
to 54.9 from 61.6 in 1971. The rate for Negro men 
declined from 102.0 in 1971 to 93.0 in 1972, a decrease 
of 9 percent. White men had the highest birth rate at 
ages 25-29 years (134.4) followed by those at ages 
20-24 years (102.7). Among Negro men the highest 
rate occurred at ages 20-24 years (203.1) followed by 
the rate at ages 25-29 years (175.8). 

The birth rate for men decreased for all age-
race groups except white males 55 years and over 
where it remained the same. For white men the great­
est declines occurred in the age groups 20-24 years 
and 25-29 years (14 percent). Other declines ranged 
from 3 to 13 percent. The greatest decrease for Negro 
males occurred for those 55 years or over (17 percent). 
Other decreases ranged from 1 to 14 percent. 

Weight at Birth 

During 1972, 7.7 percent of all live births were 
Numbers of births and birth rates (shown in classified as low-birth-weight infants, weighing 2,500 

table 8) declined from 1971 to 1972 for all divisions grams (5 pounds 8 ounces) or less, the same percent 
and States.	 as in 1971. The percent of Negro infants of low birth 

weight was more than twice the percent of white in­

1,.Is“S~d th~O@Outthis report the term “all other” refers to the fants .of low birth weight (13.6 and 6.5 percent, respec­
combined grouping of all races other than white. tively). 
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Figure 2. BIRTH RATES BY AGE OF MOTHER: UNITED STATES, 15’45-72 

(Erqinmkg 1959 trend fines are&don rqktcred live b&; trend lines fdri945.59arebased cm five 
bhhs adjusted for tmdmregimation) 
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The median birth weight for all live born infants white and 233,300 were Negro. Illegitimate white 
in 1972 was 3,310 grams, or about 7 pounds 5 ounces. births decreased 2 percent from 1971 to 1972 while 
White infants had a higher median weight (3,350 grams) Negro births increased nearly 2 percent. National 
than Negro infants (3,130 grams), a difference of about estimates of the incidence of illegitimacy are based 
8 ounces. cm information reported on the birth certificates of 

38 States and the District of Columbia. 
Multiple Births The numkr of illegitimate births increased 4 

In 1972 there were 60,029 live births in multiple percent for women in the age groups under 15 years 

deliveries. The multiple birth ratio was 18.4 live and 15-19 years, while decreasing for every age 

births in multiple deliveries per 1,000 total live bixths. group 20 years and over except 25-29 years, where 

The multiple birth ratios for white and Negro births there was an increase of less than 1 percent. The 

were 17.7 and 22.3, respectively. decrease was greatest for women aged 40 years and 
over. The 4-percent increase for women 15-19 years 
followed a 4-percent decrease for these women the 

Illegitimate Births previous year. 
There were an estimated 403,200 illegitimate The illegitimacy rate, which is a measure of 

births in 1972, an increase of less than 1 percent “risk” of having an illegitimate birth, decreased 3 
over 1971. Of these illegitimate infants, 160,500 were percent, from 25.6 illegitimate births per 1,000 un-
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married women in 1971 to 24.9 in 1972. This was the 
second consecutive year of decline in the illegitimacy 
rate, following a period of almost uninterrupted in-
crease in this measure since 1962. The rate decreased 
for all age groups except 15-19 years. The decline 
in this rate was due largely to the increase in the 
rate for white women in this age group. The illegiti­
macy rate for both white and Negro women declined 
4 percent between 1971 and 1972. 

The illegitimacy ratio increased nearly 10 per-
cent in 1972 to 123.7 illegitimate births per 1,000 
live births. This was due primarily to the decline in 
the number of legitimate births in 1972. 

Interval Since Last Live Birth 

The interval since last live birth for second and 
higher order births is computed using the date of last 
live birth, reported by 39 States in 1972. 

The mean interval since 
slightly from 41.8 months 
1972. It increased during 
Negro births with a larger 
(39.8 to 41.0 months) than 
43.0 months). 

The mean interval since 

last live birth increased 
in 1971 to 42.6 months in 
1972 for both white and 
increase for Negro births 
for white births (42.2 to 

last live birth was short ­
est for second order births (38.1 months) and increased 
as birth order increased through the fifth order births 
(49.8 months). It declined for the sixth through eighth 
and higher order births. 

Of all second and higher order births, 29.6 per-

cent were born within 24 months of a previous live 
birth. The percent was 28.1 for white births and 37.2 
for Negro births. The comparable figures for 1971 
were 31.7 for all births, 30.2 for white births, and 
39.6 for Negro births. 

The percent of live births occurring less than 24 

months after a previous live birth declined from 30.4 
for second births to 28.1 for fifth births and then in-
creased to a high of 35.2 for births of eighth and higher 
order. 

Educational Attainment 
of Mother and Father 

In 1972, 39 States reported educational attainment 

of the parents on the birth certificate. For live births 
in these areas 69.0 percent of all mothers and 74.9 
percent of all fathers had completed at least 12 years 
of formal education in public schools or the equivalent 
in accredited private or parochial schools. The per-
cent of parents completing no more than 8 years of 
education has decreased steadily since 1969, the first 
year that educational attainment data were available. 

In 1972, 7.0 percent of mothers and 8.1 percent of 
fathers had 8 years of schooling or less. 

As in previous years a large race differential 
was observed for years of schooling completed by 
parents. Of white mothers, 72.8 percent had completed 
at least 12 years of formal schooling compared with 
50.6 percent of Negro mothers. This difference has 
been narrowing since 1969 when 72.3 percent of white 
mothers and 46.9 percent of Negro mothers had com­
pleted at least 12 years of education. The race differ­
ential has not been as great for fathers as for mothers. 
In 1972, 76.5 percent of white fathers compared with 
61.9 percent of Negro fathers completed at least 12 
years of school. The difference in the proportion of 
these two groups has also narrowed since 1969 when 
the levels were 74.2 percent for white fathers and 
54.2 percent for Negro fathers. 

The median years of school completed was 12.4 
for all mothers: 12.5 years for white mothers and 
12.0 years for Negro mothers. The median years of 
school completed by fathers was 12.6 for all fathers: 
12.6 for white fathers and 12.3 for Negro fathers. 
The median increased from 1971 for Negro fathers 

(12.2 years in 1971) but remained the same for the 
other groups. 

By age of mother, the median years of school 
completed rose from 11.3 for mothers aged 15-19 
years to 12.7 for mothers 25-29 years, then declined 
to 12.2 for mothers 40 years and over. 

Median years of school completed decreased 

with increasing birth order after the second birth. 
Mothers having a first or second order birth had com­

pleted a median of 12.5 years of school while the 
median for eighth or higher order births was 10.6 
years. Similar patterns were observed for both white 
and Negro mothers. 

Month of Pregnancy 
Prenatal Care Began 

In 1972 a total of 40 States and the District of 
Columbia reported month of pregnancy prenatal care 
began. Mothers who received prenatal care during 
the first trimester of pregnancy increased slightly 

to 69.5 percent in 1972 from 68.6 percent in 1971. 
The percent of mothers who received no prenatal 
care during pregnancy remained at 1.6. 

Nearly three-quarters of the white mothers com­
pared with less than half of Negro mothers began 
prenatal care during the first trimester of pregnancy. 
The proportion of Negro mothers beginning care in 
the second and third trimesters was approximately 
twice that of white mothers. While only 1.1 percent 
of white mothers received no prenatal care, 3.6 per-
cent of Negro mothers received no care. 
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Of those infants born to mothers who had no 
prenatal care, 20.7 percent weighed 2,500 grams or 
less while of those born to mothers having had some 
care, only 7.3 percent were in this low-birth-weight 
category. The proportion of infants weighing 2,500 
grama or less born to white mothers having had some 
care was 6.3 percent and to those having no care, 
16.8 percent. For Negro mothers these proportions 
were 12.8 and 27.9, respectively. There is little vari­
ation in the proportion of low-birth-weight infants 
for mothers beginning prenatal care in the first, sec­
ond, or third trimester of pregnancy. 

Number of Prenatal Visits 

In 1972, 36 States and the District of Columbia 
reported the number of prenatal visits on the birth 
certificate. It was the first year data on this subject 
were available nationally. 

The median number of prenatal visits was 10.4 
for all mothers receiving prenatal care: 10.8 for white 
mothers and 8.3 for Negro mothers. 

The number of prenatal visits is correlated with 
the trimester of pregnancy in which prenatal care 
began in the 35 States and the District of Columbia in 
which both items were reported. The median number 

STATISTICS REPORT 5 

of visits for mothers beginning care in the first tri­
mester was 11.4, in the second trimester, 8.1, and 
in the third trimester, 4.4. Much of the difference in 
the median number of prenatal visits between white 
and Negro mothers is accounted for by the trimester 
in which prenatal care began. 

Period of Gestation 

The length of gestation is used to define prema­
turity. An infant born before 37 weeks of gestation is 
considered premature. In 1972, 39 States and the Dis­
trict of Columbia measured the length of gestation 
from the first day of the mother’s last normal men­
strual period (LMP). In 1972, 9.6 percent of live 
births occurring in the LMP areas were considered 
premature, an increase of 3.2 percent from the pro-
portion observed in 1971 (9.3 percent). 

Although the proportion of Negro infants (17.7 
percent) born prematurely in, 1972 was over twice 
that for white infants (8.1 percent), the proportions 
for both groups were close to the levels observed in 
1971 (17.5 percent and 7.9 percent, respectively). Of 
all births occurring in LMP areas, 37.6 percent were 
born at 37-39 weeks of gestation, 22.3 percent at 
40 weeks, and 22.8 percent at 41-42 weeks. 

SOURCES OF DATA 

Data shown in this report are based on copies of 50 percent of the birth certificates received from all 
all birth certificates in Florida, Maine, Ii4issouri, other States. 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont, and on 

I 
This report presents summary tabulations from the finaI natality statistics 
for 1972. More detailed tabulations for 1972 will be published in Viful 
Statistics of the United States, Volume I - Nahlity. Prior to the publication 
of that volume, the National Center for Health Statistics wiIl respond to 
requests for unpublished data whenever possible. 
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Table 1. LIVE BIRTHS, BIRTH RATES, AND FERTILITY RATES, BY RACE: UNITED STATES, 1950, 1955, 1960 AND 1965-72


[Birth mtes per 1,000P( lationin specified gpoup. Fertility rates per 1,000 wcmen aged 3.5-44years in specified gro:p] � 
I I


Numbm 
I 

Birth rate 
I 

Fertility rate


Year All othe? I All other I II I +illother 
— T@.al Wlite Total bite l!ot’a.z. Nhit e 

Total Negro Total Negro !fOtd.	 ‘egro 
— 

BR?IHS ADJuSTED FOR UND)2FTJCIST2ATION 

RWISTETOZO B~HS1 

19722----------------------------------- 3,256,411 2,655,558 602,853 531,329 15.6 14.6 22.9 22.6 73.4 69.2 100.3 100.5 
19713----------------------------------- 5,555,970 2,919,746 636,224 564,960 17.2 16.2 24.7 24.5 81.S 77.5 109.5 110.1 
19703----------------------------------- 3,731,366 3,091,264 640,122 572,362 16.4 17.4 23.1 25,3 67.9 64.1 3.1.3.O 115.4 
1969s 3,600,206 2,993,614 606,392 543,X32 17.S 1.6.9 24.4 24.0 56.5 82.4 114. s 12.5.6 
196SS 3,501,564 2,912,224 589,340 531,152 17.5 1.6.6 24.2 23.9 85.7 B1.5 114.9 114.0 
19674----------------------------------- 3,520,959 2,922,502 598,457 543,976 17.8 16. S 25. o 24.9 87.6 .23.1 119. s 11s .7 
196s3----------------------------------- 3,606,274 2,993,230 61.2,044 558,244 18.4 17.4 26:1 25.9 91.3 86.4 125.9 123.7 
19853 3,760,358 3,3.23,860 636,498 581,2.2s 12.4 18.3 27.6 27.5 96.6 91.4 1.53.9 133.9 
19603 3; 600; 744 657,106 S02,264 23.7 22.7 32.1 31.9 us. o U.&z 133.6 153.5 

4,097,000 3,465,000 613, OCC

T
23.8 34.5 lls. 3 13.2.7 154.3 

— 
558,251 25.0 

3,632,000 3,108,000 524, OCO 466,718 24.1 23.0 33.3 31.0 106.2 102.3 137.3 126.9 

lBeginning 1970, excludes birth t. nmn-esiaents of the United states.

‘Based on 100 percent of births in selected stateB and on 8 30-permnt sample of births in all other States.

‘Based on a So-percent mnpla of births.

%sed on aZCk to 50.percent saqle of births.


Table 2. i31RTHsBY AGE OF k202x8R,LIVE-BIRTH ORDER, ~ 2WE: L71iITi3ESTATES, 1972


[&sedon 100percent of births ln8elected States Sndona50-percen% sapleof births inallother StataS. Live-birth order refers to number of chil&en

born alive to mother. F1gwes for age of mother not stated are distributed]


TOt@.1----------------------------------- 3,2 S8,411 12,082 616,2S0 1,174,183 800,392 375,001 141,32S 36,861 2,ss4 

1,99s 
Second child 950,293 291 101,974 411,099 313,216 63,224 17,2S1 3,078 120 
Third child 461,363 1.5 16,024 139,056 192,376 S6,522 23,067 4,063 230 
Fourth child----------------------------------- 229,459 2 2,184 42,655 99,777 64,865 23,ssl 4,763 222 
Fifth child------------------------------------ 114,922 294 12,145 38,316 38,369 19,S38 4,700 240 
Sixth child 61,0s8 42 3,21S 16,321 22,615 14,472 4,191 229 
Seventh child 34,267 22 786 6,921 12,764 10,061 3,465 218 
Eighth child and over-------------------------- SO, 722 29 454 4,382 14,929 20,022 9,803 911 
No% stated 88,040 595 22,441 32,813 21,081 7,740 2,732 598 3s 

White 2,655,558 4,573 433,9S6 970,203 784,71.5 316, 12S 114,765 

First child 1,035,442 4,312 347,954 460,291 183,748 36,798 S,323 1,763 53 
Second child 7?35,817 SB 64,290 347,000 284,245 72,694 14>616 2,566 11s 
Third child 3a2,~2 6 7,740 104,088 169,939 76,748 19,593 3,510 19s 
Fourth child----------------------------------- 183,691 779 27,023 73,903 56,934 20,731 4,117 200 
Fifth child------------------------------------ 80,280 120 6,33S 28,174 32,522 16,876 4,045 205 
Sixth child------------------------------------ 44,57s 14 1,454 10,343 17,245 11,S27 3,496 195 
Seventh child 23,S93 14 322 3,903 8,952 7,773 2,761 166 
Eighth child and over-------------------------- 30,744 14 235 2,033 5,375 12,694 6,774 619 
Not stated 60,983 167 13,061 23,442 16,423 5,660 1,832 379 19 

All other---------------------------------- 602. S53 7,509 182,294 203.878 115,677 58,873 26.3S3 

First child 233>81.5 6,867 lS5,206 71,654 22,244 6,065 1,431 235 13 
Second .Mld 144,476 203 37,6S4 64,099 2S,971 10,330 2,665 51.2 12 
Third child------------------------------------ 79,231 9 5,284 34,95s 22,437 S,764 3,174 373 32 
Pourth child 44,768 2 1,41.5 1.5,630 15,872 S,031 3,150 646 22 
Fifth child 2S,642 174 5,607 10,142 6,847 2,882 655 3s 
Sixth child------------------------------------ 16,512 2e 1,764 5,87S 5,370 2,645 695 34 
Seventh child 10,374 6 474 3,018 3,S32 2,288 704 50 
Ei.@h child ad over-------------------------- 18,97.9 15 23.s 2,359 6,554 7, 32S 3,211 292 
Not stated------------------------------------- 27,057 428 9,3s0 9,373 4,638 2,080 900 218 19 

Negro 531.329 7,3K5 172,349 181,337 93,s57 47,316 22>196 -=4-J= 
First child------------------------------------- 205,090 6,723 117,629 61,083 14,544 3,755 593 134 7 
Second child 124,453 20.5 35,S76 36,8s0 22,1.B5 7,014 1,900 307 6 
Third child 69,207 9 8,010 31,937 18,959 7,470 2,368 432 22 
Fourth child 39,620 2 1,387 14,636 14,007 6,790 2,545 517 16 
Fifth child 24,050 168 5,.330 9,217 S,028 2,356 552 29 
Sixth child 13,037 26 1,69S 5>462 4,S60 2,354 604 32 
Seventh child---------------------------------- 9,437 8 456 2,821 3,431 2,038 633 4B 
Ei@h child a“d eve,-------------------------- 1’6,303 9 187 2,206 6,052 6,707 
Not Stated 25,83J 426 9,234 8,935 4,233 1>916 833 

First child------------------------------------

Age of mother 

Live-birth order and race Total 
Under 15 1.3-19 20-24 25-29 50-34 35-39 4044 45-49 
years yearo years Y-S years yearo years years 

1,2 S9,257 11,179 473,260 331,943 217,982 42, S63 97954 
=&

66 
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‘Iable 3. BIRTH RATES BY AGE OF MOTRER, LIV3- BIRTH ORDER, AND RACE: INITED STATES, 1972
o [k.,. m >00 mm... .S birth, In mlmt.d Gtntm rindm a 5C-percmt mmplc of births in all other Strite..FAtes am live births per 1,000 women in speci­
ficl ace cd co:or WOUPZ. Live-birth order rc%r~ t. umber OS-chilch.e.born alum to mtbm. Fiwes for age of nmt,herami I.ive-bm.h order not stated 
WC diatributecij 

&re of mother 

15-44 
Live-birtkiorder and race


Yezd 
10-14 16-19 I 20-24 25-29 ?0-34 45-49

ycxw XCal-a yews year3 je3rs years


iz 0.0 T0.2 4.9 12.1 10.6 4.3 0.8 0.0 
Fifth Child-----------------------------------
Sixth and ~evcnt~ ~~~d 

..7 
2.2 

0.0 
0.0 

1.4 
0.5 

.5.2 
3.2 

6.s 
5.8 

3.6 
4.4 

0,8 
1.3 

0.0 
0.1 

Eltith child and over-------------------------- J..2 0.0 0.1 0.6 2.5 3.6 1.7 0.1 

white-------------------------------------- 69.2 0.5 118.4 59.8 23.5 5.6 0.3 

Firzt c~ld ----------------------------------- 2e.z 0.s 30.2 7.0 1.s 0.3 0.0 
2mmd child----------------------------------- 21.0 0.0 7.6 4s.0 43.8 L3.a 3.0 0.5 0.0 
Tn-irdchild 10.2 0.0 0.9 1.3.8 26.2 14.5 4.1 0.7 0.0 
Fourth chilcl ,4.9 0.1 3.6 11..4 10.8 4.3 0.8 0.0 
Fifth child----------------------------------- 2.3 0.0 0.8 4.3 6.2 3.s O.B 0.0 
Sixth and mventh child------------------------ I.a 0.0 0.2 2.2 5.0 4.0 1.2 0.1 
Ei@.h child and oVO~-----— 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 1.6 2.6 1.3 0,1 

All other---------------------------------- 100.3 4.7 1.20.9 69.4 34.9 10.0 0.7 

ToVLL 7?,..: 1.2 62.0 lsl.o 118.7 60.2 0.4


Fir2t child------------—------------------—-- 23.9 1.1 49..4 61.0 29.4 7.0 1.8 0.3 0.0 
Smmd child 21.5 0.0 10.7 47.2 42.3 13.6 5.1 0.5 0.0 
Third child 10.7 0.0 1.7 16.0 26.0 14.2 4.1 0.7 0.0 
Fourth child----------------------------------- kl. 

F3mt child---------— 40.9 4.6 24.2 7.4 1.9 0.3 0.0 
Second child--------------------—------------- 25.2 0.1 31.5 12.6 3.6 0.7 0.0 
Third child---------------------------------- 13.8 0.0 24.4 11.9 4.3 0.8 0.0 
Fcurth child-------------— 7.a 0.0 1.0 X3.2 17.3 9.8 4.3 0.9 0.0 
Fifth child------------------------------------ 4.6 0.1 4.9 11.0 $.4 ‘4.1 0.9 0.1 
Sixth anflswenth child------------------------ 4.6 0.0 1.9 9.8 11.2 6.7 1.9 0.1 
Ei@h child ?andover-------------------------- 3.4 0.0 0.2 2.6 8.0 T 4.4 0.4LO.0


I:eflo lCOs 5.1 L30.8 166.2 H3.9 64.5 0.7 

First child------------------------------------ 40.9 S.o 94.3 59.9 18.8 5.3 1.4 0.2 0.0 
Seconclchil,i — ------------------------ Z,*.8 0.1 29.B 54.8 28.2 10.0 S.o 0.6 0.0 
Third cbila 13.7 0.!3 c,.,$ m.s 2,4.1 Io.s 3.7 0.7 0.0

Fourth child 7.9 0.0 1.1 14.1 17.8 9.7 4.0 0.8 0.0 
Fii%b child------------------------------------ .>.,3 C(.1 5.3 11.7 8.6 4.0 0.9 0.0 
Sixth and wvezith cf, 0.Ctild----------------------- 4.s T 2.1 10.5 U.B 6.8 2.0 0.1 
Eishth child and w,cr -------------------------- A.6 0.0I c1.2 2.s 8.5 10.4 4.!5 0.4� 

lRatm Cc!qmtcl by reLztln,Stotal hlrths, mk-mdlex of a:c d mther, to kmrc,:n
cqed 1%1.1 yes.rz.


Table 4. TOTAL FERTILITY RATES AND BIRTH RATES BY AGE OF MOTBER: ONITED STh”ES, 1960 AND 1965-72


[Total fertility rxtcz arc the sum a, birth rate, by .-e of nether mltipled by 5. Birth mtm am live births per 1,0:2 xmcn in .pecifiei rywp, enurmr­

x
uted 37 of April 1 far 1?170md 1970 ond ccti~..itei Of July 1 for all other yemc. Fimres fcr a-e of!mther cot ct%ted are distributed 

.,-c,..1-

:0-2: 
:,@-,).: =--l=-

19R1, 1.2 U1. o 118.7 6.2 0.4 
19711,:-------------------------------------- 1.I 1:%6 lm. @ 7.1 0.4 
13701>’--------------------------------------- 1.2 1C7.B 14s.1 8.1 0.5 
13E,9:----------------------------------------- 1.0 166.0 14:.0 8.s 0.5 
l?eB~----------------------------------------- 1..0 1!37..$ 140.3 9.6 0.6 
19G74----------------------------------------- 0.g 17%.0 1<2.13 10.6 0.7 
19?63----------------------------------------- 0.9 1E5.9 123.$ 11.7 0.7 
1365-, 0.8 1%.8 162.5 L?.8 0.s 
19e,03 0.e 258.1 197.4 1.5.5 0.9 

112.:
cludcc births to nonrmideritz .afthe united Stqtca.

‘Based on 10!Ipercent of births in selected Statm md on n 5C-percent smple of births in all other States.

%ocd m a W-percent mmple c.fbirths.

%mcl m a 20- to5C-pet’cent mmple of births.
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‘fable 5. BIRTH RATES BY LIVE-BIRTH ORDER: UNITED STATES, 1960 AND 1965-72 

[Rate. are live births per 1,000 women a&ed15-44 years, ermeratedas of APrill for1960and 1970 andentimated aa of July lfor another years. FiBwefi 
afar live-birth order not stated are distributed] 

Live-birth order 

Year Total 

3 4 5 6 and 7 and over 

l972]>---------------------------------------------------- 73.4 29.9 21.5 10.7 3.3 2.7 2.’2 1.2 
l9711,9--------------------------------------------------- 81.9 32.1 23.2 12.5 6.4 3.5 2.8 1.5 
l97o1>''--------------------------------------------------- 87.9 34.2 24.2 L3.6 7.2 3.e 3.2 1.8 
l969~----------------------------------------------------- 66.5 32.S 23.4 13.4 7.4 4.0 3.5 2.0 
1969S 85.7 32.1 22.5 K3.2 7.5 4.2 3.9 2.3 
l9674----------------------------------------------------- 67.6 30.6 22.6 13.9 6.3 4.s 4.5 2.7 
1966S 91.3 51.0 22.5 14.8 9.2 5.4 5.2 3.2 
1965S 96.6 29.0 I 23.4 16.6 10.7 6.4 6.0 3.7 
1960S 118.0 31.1 I 29.2 22 .s 14.6 8.3 7.6 4.3 

. 

12eginning 1970, excludee births to nonresidents of the United States.

29ased m 100 percent of birth. in selected States and m a 50-percent sample of birtbc in all other States.

%,ed on a 50-pei-ceotsample of births.

‘Based on a 20- to 50-pm’cent mnple of birth..


Table 6. LIVE BIRTHS BY SEX AND SEX RATIO, BY RACE: UNITED STATES, 1960 AND 1965-72 

Total White All other Negro
I 

I 
m-la per tales per ales per hlee per 

Nmle Female 1,000 Male Female 1,000 Nde Finale 1,000 Md.e Female 1,000 
&mw..kG feuIdeG relmaes females 

I 
19721,2--------------- 1,669,927 l,588,4e4 1,051 1,564,578 1,290,980 1,057 305,349 1,0Z6 268,242 1,024

1971;’:--------------- 1,S22,910 1,733,069 1,052 1,499,958 1,419,7B8 1,036 32Z,95Z 1,031 Z86,430 1,02s

1970 ‘ ------.-----_-- 1,915,378 1,816,008 1,055 1,590,140 1,501,124 1,059 325,238 1,033 290,508 1,031

19699----------------- 1,846,572 1,753,634 1,053 1,539,420 1,434,194 1,059 307,152 1,026 274,508 1,022

19683----------------- 1,796,326 1,705,238 1,053 1,497,s12 1,414,612 1,059 296,714 1,028 Z68,964 1,026

19674----------------- 1,803,386 1,717,571 1,050 1,501,228 1,421,Z74 1,056 302,1S0 1,020 274,324 1>017

19663----------------- 1,645,862 1,760,412 1,049 1,535,486 1.457.744 1,053 310,376 1,025 2B2,274 1,023

19653----------------- 1,927,054 1,!933 
19603_________________ 2,179,708 2,078,142 1,049 1,648,192 1,752,552 1,055 331,516 325>590 1,018 303,566 Z9E,698 1,016 

‘Excludes birtho to n.mrmidents of the United Statm. 
‘Based on 100 percent of births in selected Statm and on a 3C-pez’centmmple of births M all Mm! States. 
3Based on e. 5C-percent mmple of births. 
%aedon .20- to 50-percent mmpleofbirtlm. 

,304 1,051 1,604,422 1;519;438 1,056 3Z2,632 313;S66 l,OZS Z94,27Z 286;854 1,026 � 
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: UNITEB STATSS, 1972
Table 7. LIVE BIRTHS BY MONTH m BASS, ANO BIRTH AND FSRTIL2TY RATBS BY MO!?28


[Z.wed on 100 ~mcent of birtlm in m+lccted Stat.= an. on a 50-parcmt sample of birth. in all other Stites. Rxt,eson an annual k: h p?r 1,003 p~latim 
for cpecified month. Iiirthratea based on total pmution. Fertility rates based Gn ‘damn ‘weil=44 yeard


lhmber Obcerved Se=0na2Jy adjusted 

Month Tom. .41..2.
other


.Wte Birth .ertility Birth Fei+ility

rate rat e rate rate 

Tota2 

Totti---------------------------------------------- 3,258,411 !,655,559 602,855 531,329 1s.6 73.4 ... ... 
— — — — 

JmuW 27S,912 223,357 52,5s5 4s,849 15.7 74.1 16.1 76.5 

Fcbmlm 262,305 213,.S86 48,419 42,740 16.0 75.2 16.1 7.5.6 

l6ar&-------------------------------------------------- 273,05.4 224,430 48,G?4 42,574 15.s 73.1 IS.c 74.8 

April------------------------------------------------- 254,:38 209,914 44,624 39,828 14.9 70.? ls.E 74.3 

I.19y 269,6S8 222,207 47,491 .41,GE L5.3 72.0 16.’2 76.2 

J~+--------------------------------------------------- 259,620 213,319 46,S02 40,454 15.2 71.58 X5.6 73.2 

J@------------------------------------------------------ 277,6?4 225,128 52,S26 46,3U 3s.7 73.6 3.5. 71.5 

AuWs+------------------------------------------------- 2.97,.?34 253,259 54>575 49,316 16.3 76.3 2.3.C 73.2 

SeptabcF 2s2,333 22&,975 53,359 47,227 16.5 77.4 2.3.4 72.0 

Octobcr 27S,150 223,E85 51,245 45,056 S.s 72.8 2.3.4 72.0 

?


Ilovabcr 263,9S7 213,651 50,336 44,3s9 3.4 72.L 15.4 72.1.


Decmbcp 276,346 223,542 52,738 46,e5S U5.6 72.9 E.: 71.4


.-. ., 

!ir%h Birth

Divi:icn mxl Mate
.3te l-at
e


TotrJ !,hit@ II .S”ni te Ke.~o 

l.T~i~~d ~~~t=:-.------------- :!,Zm, 411 E.& South .4tlcmtic-Con. 
Vircfnia---------------------- 16,617 15.8

;jc:, i3------------------ 1,1.96 16.3
t ,~~r,qr,


!Xw En:$nm2----------------------- 23.7 
?G.i. 1:.8 UOrth Cwolinx---- —----------- 25,181 17.0 e--------------------------

Scuth C~olin:---.----..------- 1s,8:6 18.6
I:FJ kmp:hlrc E.-l GeQrL<2---------------------- 29,503 L9.5

Vermont-------------------------- lS.O

X?.cc??huze%t L?. : Florid=------------------------ 27,?.14 15.o


c--- —-------------

FAcde kk-d L?.7 .


.+h Ccr.trfl 
p,s~~ 17.4
Cor<r,?cticut L:.z ~ ::+.


‘,12 —-------------------- 4,e62 1s.8
-!tuc.-J-


I:irmlc litl.$itic— L,. TcnnQ:xx--------------------— 14,0;8 16.2 c 

!!m ‘ire! +---------------------- lx.E Ll,b-z:------- —--------------- ,!1,?!s7 17.5 
xl:zic:irFi 2Z>OX 20.4::cx Jcra?y---------------------- 23.7 

Fmq’lwni:-------------------- I&7 
.Fe:tc~~tp,cm,?,ra------- 72,531 19.0


Ext Lorth Ccr!trxl lE.3 J.1-;lix=----------------------- 6,3s0 15.8 
b!ticim.>---------------------- 26,407 18.3


o“ic+--------------------------- lE.P

G:l”Ar-:----------------------- 3,939 15.1


3Miln.2------------------------- 77;97: 1s.5

17S;222 223,3.16 1:.a 

Tcxc 33,835 1%5

nlinois


Michi~m 146,9:4 nY, 4e8 1!s.3 
Aisconsk 64,662 59,S32 14 s !.,mtati------—----.--------—-. 149,057 4,966 16.5 

l<!ontma 10.354 34 16.0


Nest 17wth Amtrak--------------- 247,663 225,540 14.9 
Idaho----------— 13;E42 54 16.6


~,~m=~o~a----------------------- 56,354 54,186 14.5 
.<ycming 5>698 84 17.3 

Icwc 40,eso 39,726 14.2 
Col.made 36>276 1,578 16.3


Kicmllri------------------------ 72,757 60,479 15.3 
Sew I:exice 17,547 504 19.3


IlorthDakota 10,105 9,322 15.9 Arizona------------— 31,567 1,556 19.1


South Dakota-------------------- 10,S93 9,557 16.6 Utah-------------------------- 26,131 144 23.9


IlebrGk~--------—-------------- 23,476 22,022 E. 4 
I1wtia-------------— 7,642 1,Ols 36.9


Fh.nsw 33,218 30,248 X4.6 Pacific 344,522 33,105 E.o

:Wshin@+-------------------- 44,354 1,5e6 14.1


South Atlantic 519,6e3 :68,47S 16.S Oregon 29,761 666 14.3 
De19dm*----------------------- 8.814 6.919 1.3.4 c335.fOrniFl 261,067 30,409 15.o 
l.!z~lma S8;167 4% 275 14.4 Alaska------------------------- 4,990 242 21.3 
Dictrict of Columbia E, 060 1,459 16.0 Hmmii---.— 4,550 202 1.S.9 
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Table 9. LIVE BIRTHS BY AGE OF FATHER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND K4CE: ONI!CEDSTATES, 1972


[gasedon 100 percent of births 1. selected States findcm B 50-percent sample .f birth. in”all other States. Figures for age of mother not stated are 6is- �tributea] 

11 
Age of father


I

White----------------------- 2,655,S58 II 100 I 140,813 & 460,53S 202,383 
T

9,881 4.779 134,472 

Under 15 years------------------ 4,573 65526 1,508 98 14 3 53 1 2 2,256 

15-19 years--------------------- 433,986 54 121,483 206,067 32,550 5,802 1,323 571 29i 104 68 65,466 

20-24 years--------------------- 970,205 6 17,009 472,521 359,257 59,193 3.3,334 4,587 1,s06 640 396 41,454 

25-29 years--------------------- 784,715 4 677 42,761 427,162 232.072 47;050 13>164 4.809 1,515 604 14>677 

30-34 year,--------------------- 316,128 4 106 3,406 51>953 150;262 86,780 24,215 7;250 2,400 1,143 6,601 

35-39 years--------------------- 114,765 4 26 610 3,371 12,110 48,323 33,821 9.470 2,672 1,357 3,001 

40-44 years--------------------- 29,411 2 2 91 427 1,035 3,497 12,765 7;533 2,163 S80 958 

45-49 years--------------------- 1,775 2 4 8 2s 73 249 S67 358 129 57 

Negro 531,329 82 32,037 33>082 29,611 6,791 2,708 1,734 178,11S 

Under 15 yea.rs 7,363 44 1,375 251 21 R 4 2 2 5,656 

15-19 years--------------------- 172,349 28 29,028 44>192 6,330 1,32; 456 158 66 44 27 90,692 

20-24 yea, 181,337 2 2,352 69,608 43,797 9,716 3>063 1,026 445 184 122 51,012 

25-29 year, --------------------- 93,957 2 .96 5,669 36,308 23,588 6,904 -2,354 1,128 403 277 17,43s 

30-34 years--------------------- 47,316 2 12 618 4,104 16,424 11,393 4,091 1,528 652 413 8,079 

35-39 years--------------------- 22,196 4 65 333 2,015 7,160 5,070 2,082 79s 515 3,934 

A,& of mother and race Total 
Under 15 15-19 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 ;0-54 i5years Not 

years year. years years yesxw years ears md over 

Total--------------------- 3,258,411 210 176,135 861,198 964,945 528>878 239,882 107,369 40,062 15,100 7,304 319,328’
— 

Under 15 years------------------ 12,082 70 Z,91O += 922 121 22 7 3 7 1 4 8,013 

15-19 years--------------------- 616,280 88 152,512 254,074 39,833 7.383 2,040 752 374 154 111 156,959 

20-24 yews --------------------- 1,174,183 14 19,767 550,940 410,553 71;434 17,102 5,823 2,355 871 630 94,694 

25-29 years--------------------- 900,392 12 790 50,113 472,265 262,332 56,lZO 16,1.31 6,145 2,008 1,268 33,008 

30-34 yams --------------------- 375,001 10 122 4,292 37,503 171,406 103,193 29,333 9,0s1 3,214 1,731 15,116 

- -

35-39 yam, --------------------- 141,328 12 26 734 4,168 14,743 57,079 39,658 11,896 3,5s9 2,071 7,152


40-44 y,= S--------------------- 36,861 4 4 117 494 1,316 4,248 15,173 9,149 2,810 1,293 2,251


45-49 years 2,284 4 42 93 292 1,055 433 19s 135


ff 
-=1-- 32,036


40-44 years--------------------- 6,380 2 20 47 197 “613 2,009 1,376 540 345 1,231
-L 6 18 31 164 77 55 7645-49 years 431 2 2 

Table 10. BIRTH SATES BY AGE OF FAT21BR:UNITED STATES, 1960 ANO 1965-72


[M.tes are live birtbsper 1,000 men residing inare. forspecifiedfloup. Figures forage of father not fitated.sredietributed. 2e6inning 1.970,exclude.

birtlm to nonresidents of the United States]


.&e of father 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 43-49 50-54

years2 years yeare yezm+ yezrs yecuw years yee.re


1972s 59.4 23.3 114.3 3.39.6 92.4 46.6 3.9.9 7.3 2.5 0.4 

19714 66.3 23.7 130.7 161.3 104.1 53.1 22.7 8.1 2.8 0.5 

19704-----------------— 71.5 25.6 146.6 173.0 112.3 57.6 24.9 9.1 3.1 0.6 

19694 70.1 24.1 143.6 172.9 111.s 58.5 25.5 9.3 3.3 0.6 

1967-68--------------------------------------
19664 73.3 22.1 160.7( 161.7 I.S1.O 68.2 30.6 32.0 4.2 0.8 

19654---------------------------------------- 77.4 20.0 163.2 193.7 131.8 73.9 .34.0 3.3.2 4.7 0.8 

19604 94.8 21.5 202.2 232.6 1.54.2 87.4 42.6 16.1 6.2 1.0 

lRates cmqxt.ed by relating total births, regardless of age of father, to men aged 15-54 years.

2Rate8 comwtea by relating birtho to fathers under 20 yearo of age to men aged 15-19 years.

%9wed on 300 percent of births in selected StateB and on a 30-percent sample of birtbs in all other States.
.

4Based on a 50-p?rcent sample of births.
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a Table 11. EST17SATED NW3ER OF ILLEGITDMTE LIW2 BIWS, legitimacy WES, AND ILLEGITIK4CY RATIOS, BY AGE OF MO!21i88AND RACE:

UNITBD STATES, 1972


@i.mal estin=tes based on 1( percent of birthn in selected States awl on a 5C-percent sample of births in all other of the 38 Statea and the District of 
Colmbic ?hich rewire rewrtiw of legitimacy status. Fifmres for Me Of 50t31ernot sated e distributed] 

linnbcrl 
Rates per 1,003 unmarried wcuen in i%.tiopm- 1,090 live births 

cpecifiti Woup 

Ail otker Ail other All other 

eTotzil Yhit Total bite ‘Ms. mite 
Totd Totti e.gco rota NegroII 

~ ages 242,700 235,300 %4.9 %.0 ‘8s. 9 2~~.* I-23. 60.4 402.67


40 

Under 55 years--------— 9,900 2,700 ?,2s0 7,109 819.@- 590.4 959. a 964.3 
3.s-19years 202,500 78,600 lZ3j605 119,300 22.9 3.0.5 92.7 95.8 328.3 181.I 67a.o 69S.7 
~ ye~~------.-..-.-------- 22,5M 7,590 14,Q09 11,609 656.9 .431.1 911.8 916.3 
16 years :8,400 q 600 2’4,600 23,900 500.6 Z93.4 S29.1 839.0 
17 yclmz-------------------- .47,600 18,600 29,000 28,100 377.2 21s.1 729.9 743.5 
18 yearc ’49,200 19,6C0 29,600 28,700 ES4.7 155.2 624.6 644.2 
19 yea=~-----.--.---------— ’44,E00 M, 100 25,!500 2!,:20 255.2 121.2 a53.8. 537.5 

20-24 years-------------–-— 119,600 .49,500 70,000 67,000 53.4 l&7 113.1 12z. o 101.9 51.C 343.2 363.5 
2%29 yearc------.-.----—-- ’41,zoo 17,300 23,930 22,600 31.1 l&.6 e4.5 83.7 45.8 22.C 206.6 240.5 
30-34 years------------------- 19,000 7,700 U, 200 10,5:0 22.8 ls.1 56.3 57.7 50.7 24.4 19% 2 221.9 
35-39 Yemw------------------- e,Goo 3,500 5,100 4,800 1.2.o 6.4 29.0 30.2 60.9 30.E 3.s2.0 216.3 

5years md cwer--------——— 2,700 1,100 1,Soo 1,500 ~3.1 31.6 38.2 %.5 69.0 35.5 1.2s. 220.2


%uc to rourdinc estimxtes to the rmmect kurdrcd, fiwez by race UIY not zdfito totfls. 
~Rr$es computed ‘qJrclatin~ totml iilccitfxiatebirth:, rega.rdle:aOf ace of mother, to unmarried xcmcn 1+4-4 :wms. 
‘Rates ccmpmtcd by relatir,qilicizitinmtebirthz to mothers tqed 40 years and ever to married vcmen QZCCI4c-44 yezrs. 

Table 12. LIVE BIRTHS BY INTBRVALSINCELAST LIVE BIRTH,LIVE-BIRTHORDER AND RACE: TOTAL OF 39 SEPORTING STATES, 1972


[EasedonlOOp@rcento fbirthci nnelcctedSktec mdona5&Fercent smleofbirthc tiWother States. Fzferc only b second and higher order births 
occwriw WLthin the arce.srepartin> date of 18nt Live birth b residents of tlmcc areas. Live-birth order refers tu mnnber of chi.ldrenbozm alive ‘@ 

-/ .5 7 3 and over 

Tct.1---------------------------------------

o r.r,thr . . . . . . . . . --------------------------- . . . . . . 728 
1-11 mcr,thc 829 

35612-17 ncx+.h: E,,
1?.2!.non,.h: 5;078

2.!- mgnt.
.,,, h:-----...........---------------------- 7,403

?,
E.,$7r,nnth:---------------------- 4,:03

.4%. nm5h:-------------------------------------- 2,355
?

PG71 rnntkl
c-------- 2,252 
72 rcfithr-3rdwe+------------------------------- 4,941 
1:’0? <,42 z,00;rt:,tci 1;


l$ss,O:.1 M,046 22,702 

0 mOnths LZ,2P9 & 335 2>232 1,219 343 45s 
1.3.3, monthc 21,’M1 11,3S2 2,319 1,074 248 404 
12-17 mcmthc-------------------------------------- ls5,33s 64,457 :0;703 14,903 q 343 3,715 2,103 3,lx 
1%23 mantes-------------------------------------- 148,,412 131, 

.tiitp 1,

7%0 33,769 15,037 7,479 4,027 2.14s 3.213

e,19 27,355 3.2,
2435 months-------------------------------------- 278,887 164,921 :,9, 31s 6,?139 3;441 4;694


555 8,422 4,23s 2>305 3,008
36-47 months-------------------------------------- 1s2,622 102,342 43,752 3.s, 
4e-59 mOnthc------------------------------------- 108,730 52,043 50,070 13,427 G,44s 3,1.28 1>649 1,968 
6C!-71months-------------------------------------- 68;72a 28,40S 20,399 3,700 ~=,94& 2>476 1,33.5 1>480

72 months and OTJCI’-------.
-.-----------. --—----- 3.52,396 45;78s4 48;409 Z8,8~8 .15,261 7,454 3>62C 3,195

not Gtatd 65,760 41,285 3.2,203 5;790 2,S09 1,5B 877 1,3.24


Ne~c----------------------------------------- 201,795 83,466 ,46,

0 monthc------------------------------------------ 2.075 795 710 482 300 19s La 269 
1-II months--------------------------------------- 7;458 5,202 1,807 977 541 343 lse 390 
12-17 month:-------------------------------------- 31,577 13,203 7,264 4,163. 2,543 1,.474 93C 2,002 
w23 months-------------------------------------- 27,526 3.s,043 6,293 3,:00 3..940 1,310 76S 1,665 
24-35 months------------------------------------- 39,639 17,603 a,904 4,369 2;738 1.800 1,3.3E 2,441 
ZG.47 months-------------------------------------- 23,922 10,377 E,735 2,’393 I,7e8 1;037 666 1,299 

160 6,714 5,es3 2,209 1,270 763 472 878 

9-J-I 26,3U 16,037 10,14s 6.331 1.i.974


4%:3 month:-------------------------------------- 1!3,

073 4,0$s 2.631 1,61.5 1,03.5 627 452 693
60-71 months il.,


753 1,916 1,1.54 1,602
72 ranths and OVCP----..-.---------.---------.—- 26,305 8,:32 6;320 4.242 ‘2,

not. Gtclted 13,2S4 7,14s 3,577 1;765 1,143 6S7 431 735


‘Excluc7ec not ct%tcd birth order. 

IKo’E: Fxcludcs dnta for .41nbmn%,Arkmnc.z, Connecticut, Diztrict of Colm.bia, Georgia, Idaho, Louiciana, l.lm’yl!nd,NW Mexico, Pennsylvania, Texas, and 
Virginia which did not require rcportiq; of date of lwzt live birth.

� 
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Table 13. LIVE BIRTHS BY EDUCATIONALATTAINMENT OF MOTRER ANO FATHER, BY RACE OF CHILD: 2’OTALOF 39 REPORTING STATES, 1972


on 100percentof birthsin selectedStatesand on a 5C-percent withinthe
[Based ample ofbirthsin allotherStates.Refersonlyto birthsoccurring

mess repm+.ing attainment Of theseareas] a
educational to residents


Mother Father


Years of schoolccunpleted 
Total II white 

Totti 2,183,069 1,781,405 355,572


3,439 23,922 L3.lzs 4,540
0-5years	 19,917 1$ olB 

355,572 

+1
14,8126 Pars--------------------------------------------------------- 10,635 3,34.S 16;1s6 12;705 2.970

23,798 

s years 90,941 68,1.24 20,152 93,791 80,2.26 11,036 
9 ye8rs 117,451 84,849 29,8o1 73>054. 60,973 10,72S 
10 years 189,692 137,779 4s,0C5 120,3.26 99,272 ls,s33 
11years 203,253 140, 

7 ~ars--------------------------------------------------------- 15,s64 7,2S7 19,S67 1.5,505 3;969


S22 38.687 127,977 9S,629 26;SS9

12 year8-------------------------------------------------------- 833,067 233;
981,943 365 BW,593 692,845 93,3.53

13years 132,914 116,542 14,164 106,S52 95,708 9,228

14 years 107,316 93,37B 2.2.,661 135,629 122,096 g 0s0

15 years 51,734 46,292 4,276 53<264 47,888 4,34i–

16 years 151,074 1.37,799 8,769 160,67.2 168,933 7,6s2

17yearsandover 44,962 39,582 2,342 139,675 2.30,027 3,9X5


53,062 41,SL9Notstated -L 10;@36 291.221 136.55E 146:398 

dataforAlabama, California, District Idaho,Ne’J Texas,andWashington
NOTE:Excludes Arkansas, Connecticut, Of Colmbia,Georgia, Mexico,Pennsylvania,

of educational
whichdidnotrequirereporting attainment of mother and father, and M8wlaud which did not require reporting of thene item inst.zmiti form.


Table 14. LIWF.BIRTHS BY EDUCATIONALATTAINMENT OF MOTHER, AGE OF MOTHBR, AND RACE: TOTAL OF 39 SI?PORTINGSTATES, 1972


m100perce@ .fbirth,unselectedStatesandm &50-percentsmple.f bitihoinallothersta%es.Refersonlyto birthsoccurring
[Based withinthe

educational toresident.
mew reporting d,tairment ofthreeare%. Figuresforageof mother not Btated are distributed]


Yeersof schoolcompleted
by mother


.(ge
of motherandrace 
0-8 6-11 13-15 16years Not‘20’81 years yearn years andover etated 

TOtal-------------------------------------------- 2.183.069 149,46.9 510,396 981,943 292,164 196,036 53,062
,. 

Under15years 7,897 5,490 2,07e 46 1 282

I.25 135.
15-16years 407.838 34.5s5 21.5. S46 12,226 173 9,SS3


20-24years 766; 162 415;s55 12S,306 36,S56 17,536
345 30;597 149;

25-29years 605,752 31,114 79,710 271,725 103,436 1o4,434 13,333

30-34ye~e--------------------------------------------
252,660 20,62S 40,16S 107,657 35,134 42,031 6,647

35-39yearn 95,.914 13,445 18,71E 40,241 10,387 10,451 2,572

40 yesrsandover 26,743 3,406 5,41C 10,373 2;674 2,066


mite 1,781,405 109,701 363,236 833,067 256,212 177,372. 41,s1s


Under1.5yeers 2,850 2,040 667 29 114

265,891 23,939 143,835 102,814 6,502 131 6,650 

20-24yearo 651,374 30,292 111,534 352>2S5 110,461 32,754 14,048 
25-29years 52S,733 24,286 60,665 240,464 94,317 95,S66 12,995 
30-34years---------------— 213,36S 15,693 29,43B 93,s3n 31,416 37,578 5,391 
36-39year6--------------------------------------------

15-16yeW6--------------------------------------------


77,853 9,66S 13,345 34)593 9,145 9,110 1,992

40yearsfmdover 21,316 3,761 3,722 9,032 2,371 1,602 62S


Neeo 355,572 34,246 136.4931 133,565 30,101 11,111 10,056 

Under15years 4.947 3,3s4 1,379 17 1 166 
114;

20-24ya81W 120,076 6,SS4 34,222 57,S08 1.5,362 3,165 3,135 
25-29Y,=S 63,272 3,38S 17,136 27,030 7>103 4,641 1,s73 
30-34years 32,226 4,117 9,786 12,112 2,899 2,274 1,038 
35-39yews--------------------------------------------

15-19yews--------------------------------------------970 9,921 67,414 31,004 3,462 39 3,111 

15,324 3,166 4,974 4,S96 1,000 S03 4s5 
40 yearemd o’er 4,737 1,5S2 1,19s 234 I.SO 148 

NOTE:Excludes data for Alabama, Call District Geor@a,Idaho,NewMexico,Pennsylvania,
.!rkansm, fornfa,Connecticut, of Columbia, Texas,a~dWashi@m

Whichdidnotrequirerepmtin~of educational of mother,andMaryland of thisitemin otanderd
attainment whichdidnotrequirerepx+,ing form.
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Table 15. LIVE BIRTHS BY EDUCATIONAL AT2A7.NMSNTOF MOTHER, LIVS-BIHTH ORDER, ANO WCS: TOTAL OF 39 RSPORTING STATES, 1972 

[S%ed.0.100per.,.t .fbific inaQected StateO and on a 5C-percmt cmple of births in EJJ other States. Refem only ta births occu’iing within the 
areas reprtl~ educational atte.imeat to residentc e — or these=ess1 

Ycam of 6ch051 completed by mtber 

Live-birtb mdcr ml race Total 
0-2 3.2 13-15

yerim yef!zs years
t-

not

2,183,069 149,46S 9?11.9’L3 292.164 196,036 53,062 

Fimt tiild---— 851,370 41,464 2C4,246 364,3s3 127z591 88,2s3 3.3,391 
Seconi tiild---—----..-------. —------------------- 628,319 31,433 121,361 302,194 94,3.33 67,166 12,009 
mini &ild---—-----------------—-------------------- 314,415 23,075 74,822 148,276 38,544 23,365 6,333 
Fourth tiild—-—---------------.--—-------------- 3.37,516 16,145 44,337 69,391 13,621 8,571 3,051 

79,3s0 u ,la2 24>669 32,146 6,631 3,033 1,659 
Si>%hr~ild--—— 42>501 7,258 14>348 13,610 3>3.13 1.2M 534 
Sevcathtiild 23,731 5,22.2 .2>=0 7,647 1,34s 679 533 
Si@th childandover--.-— 34,549 10,W4 =>330 9,122 1,774 666 253 

41,309Gtated T 3,093 6,753 32,964 3,189 3,033 12,277 

1,781,405 109.701 363.236 833.067 236.2.1.2 177,371 41,618 

Firm tiild-----.---— 7C5,82Y 29,623 146,460 327,254 U0,442 79,257 12,131 
Secona--—---------— 531,C49 24,935 95,531 260,390 2.4*I33 61,375 9,694 
‘7hIrd&fla-—----— 260,241 1s,443 55,006 12S,246 34,273 21,246 5,027

Fourth&iM--—-----------------—-------—-------- 126,327 22,5U 31,6s0 58,099 13,726 7,824 2,347

Fifth~ild-------------------------------------------
E~,s51 .2,234 16,471 26,050 5,539 2,77B 1,179

SircbAild--------------------------------------------
30,487 5,01.5 8,s33 12,2&. 2,613 1.X52 610

Seventhtitid 1S,230 3.3s0 4.661 3.677 1.316 “632 364

J2tchth
childmd over—— 19,982 5;518 3;201 6;6s6 1;506 449

Notst3ted--— 30,709 1,979 4,253 9,379 2,364 2,507 10,027


353,572
Negro---------------------------------------------

T
34>246 136,493 3.33,563 30.101 U,lll 

620 

I 10.036

Nmt ~ila.---------------------—-------------------
Secondtii~-— at,601 5,313 2S,3S4 37,386 6,229 3,305 2,044 
Thirdaild--— ------------------------------------- 47,657 3,932 16,301 19,582 3,532 1,255 l,lss 
Fourthtild-------------------------------------------

137,573 10,482 53,676 50>357 14,446 3,461 2,951


27,959 3,08S 11,806 10,37A 1,628 470 645

Fl)?th 17,01J 2,3~ 7,642 3,570 673 176 439 
SixtiMid— 10,923 1,942 3>162 3,053 437 63 324 
SeventhtiQd-----------------------------------------6,247 1,592 3,232 1,665 198 35 146 
&i&h childandOVA---------------------------------- L3,302 4,463 5,976 2,267 233 34 327 
NotGtst&--------------------------------------------9,639 3>161 310 2>025 

dfld--------------------------------------------


Districtof Columbia,
dataforAlabame., California, 

1 1,025 2,393 

Idaho,Newl@cicqPe 

725 

form. 
NOT6:Sxcludeu Arkamsas, Connecticut, Geor?zia, nnsylvania,Texas,and Washing’&n


whichdidnotrequirereporting attainment whichdidnotrequirerqmrtingof thisitemin standard
of educational ofmother,andMaryland


o 
Table 16. LIVS BIHTHS BY MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL CARE BEGAN, BIRTH WEIG~, AND HACB: TOTAL OF 40 RBPORTING STATSS AND THE DIS­

TRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1972 

[m.eden 100percentofbirthE in selected. St@,esan40na 50-pementsqleofbi*sti - otherStates.&fersoti to bifisocc_tit&ti 
areasreporting prenatal.monthofpregnancy carebeganto =6identsof thesearecu]


Monthof pregnancy carebegan
prenatal


Raceandbirthweight 
or 2.i 3d 4tb 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th No NotTotal J.st 

month month month month month month month month Lrem.tal 
stated 

care 

2>664,504 II ,,087,=6 692,3.30 307,321 1s2,103 7.14,633 76,23 44,382 17,166 40>063 1o3,147 

2,500CYamaor leas 46,328 24,93 16,393 10,407 6,931 3,572 1,464 8,243 10,400

2,501~ams ormore 642,404 2S1,922 165,206 104,031 69,16, 40,710 16,660 31,33s 90,S21
~
Hotstated 1,39s 53.s 304 3.95 100 22 284 1,826


Wte--------------------- 2,177,330 959,380 585,912 232,558 ls6,477 76,987 51,27 30,312 ll,7al 23,916 76,935


2,520gxwnsor lens 129,942 56,3.24 35,86L 1.3,336 9,508 5>676 3,el{ 2,059 866 3,979 6,493

2,501grauuormare 2,032,596 901,78.2 54S,062 216,637 7.16,767 71,183 47,364 28,125 10,8s2 19,756 70,670


4,992
Notorated iv1,468 990 385 202 226 a 70 2.2 Iel 1,472 

lTegro 424,433 106,201 90,803 67,299 S0,366 34,033 22,22J 12,209 4,474 14,525 22,267


2,500ZXamsor less 57,353 13,278 U.,548 8,ffi3 6,671 4,41!3 2,94 1,400 560 4,025 3,668 
2,S01~cum ormore---: 365,901 92,713 79,073 59,321 43,629 29>353 lS,23! 10,7s1 3,907 10,405 lB,278 
riotElated--------. $ 301------------—-- 1>149, 20s 184 125 96 61 41 2s 7 65


3DT12:Sxcludes Alaska,Arkufm, Connecticut,
dataforAlabara, 
T 

GeOr#a,Ichho wsachusetts, Hew lkxico, Pemmylvania, and Vtr#nia which did mt re. 
guf.re ofmonthof pre@xumyprenatalrepx’’tins carebe@h
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Table 17. LIVE BIRTHS BY NUMBER OF PRENATAL VISITS AND RACE: TOTAL OF 36 REPORTING STATES ANO THE DISTRICT OF COL7JNBIA,1972 

[Based on 100 percent of births in selected Btates 5n6.cm Q SO.percent sample 02’births in 9.11other Staty. Refers on3y to birthe occurring within the 
areac reporting the number of prenatal visit. to residents of these ureas 

Number of prenatal visits 

Race TOta 1 
NO 1-2 5-4 5-6 7-s 9-10 11-12 13-14 15-16 17-18 19 visits Not 

vi,its visits visits visitfi vi6its visit, visits visits visit. visits or more stated 

mtal 1,733,287 21,948 45,017 91,958 164,563 242,025 375,137 396,322 167,575 66,2S7 19,447 22,53.3 89,483 

Nbite----------------- 1,397,968 10,967 24,584 54,231 110,684 1S6,324 3L5,967 351,925 151,8S6 85,7L2 17,185 19,250 6S,252 
Negro----------------- 294,471 9,643 18,626 34,050 48,746 49,260 51,433 37,287 12,739 9>159 1,949 2,921 1.9,638 

NOTE: Excludes data for Alabane, Alaska,Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Georgia, Idaho, Maryland, Msssachuaettw, New Mexico,New York, Ohio,Pennsylvania, 
and Texas which did not require reporting of number of prenatal visits. 

Tab le 18. LIVE BIRTHS BY NLMBER OF PRSNATAL VISITS, MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRSNATAL CARE BEGAN, &JD RACE: TOTAL OF 35 RRPORTING STATES 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1972 

[Eased on 100 percent€of birth. in selected States and on a 50-percent sample of births in all other States. Refers only to births occurring within the 
areas reporting number of prenatal visits and month of pregnancy prenatal care began t. reeidents of these areas] 

Number of prenatal visits 
Month of pregnancy 
prenatal care began Total 

and race No 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10 11- E 13-14 M-16 17-18 ,9ViBit, Not 
visits via-its visits vi8it.5 visit. ri,its vieits ,iaits visits visits or more stated 

Total 1,629,779 20,765 45,426 86,953 135,409 228,591 552,877 3s8,063 L35,711 89,916 lB,500 21,569 87,997 
_ . 

lfit-2dmonth---------- 653,823 2,920 7,745 22,784 61,265 L40,650 209,26S 104,326 62,896 13,577 15,717 12,479 
3d month------------- 420,474 3,04s 10,026 33,S33 66,343 .20,900 U& 903 38,192 20,186 3,532 4,01s s,39s 
4th-6th month--------- 372,919 L2,866 42,31S 70,438 89,599 84,096 40,409 11,304 3,987 1,103 1,532 4,8S7 
7th-9th mo”th--------- 83,582 23,267 23>553 10,411 9,305 3,927 1,258 353 1.59 37 63 1,449 
NO prenatal care------ 20,765 20,765 
Not stated~-— -------- 78,214 1,230 1,509 1,843 2,079 3,304 3,229 1,136 688 171 221 62,604 

white------------- 1,314,615 10,321 23,199 51,184 104,510 17!3,252 ;97,561 527,376 141,031 80,131 16,374 1.S,442 68,234 

lst-2d mo”th---------- 574,582 1,488 4,673 16,439 49,882 123,008 189,776 96,102 57,039 L2,201 13,706 10,268 
3d month-------------- 354,462 1>51..Z 6,000 24,156 53>489 104,276 101,361 34,320 17,676 3,062 3,3s1 5,228 
4th-6th mcmth--------- 262,091 C, 162 25,809 50,460 64,6S9 64,970 32,411 .9>363 4,705 936 1,136 3,450 
7th-9th month--------- 53,525 lJ,389 15,861 12,360 6,687 2,876 944 267 118 33 46 944 
No prenatal care------ 10,3Z1 10,321 
Not stated 59,634 647 841 1,095 1,303 2,431 2,884 979 5s3 142 173 48,344 

Nefyo------------- 276,658 9,177 17,787 32,z92 46,035 46,238 48,049 33,837 11,895 8>432 1,833 2,795 18,230 

let-2d month---------- 67,065 1,296 2,780 5,739 9,952 L5,09E 15,789 6,69S 4,922 1>165 1,771 1,.937 
3d nmnth-------------- 57,128 1,403 3,642 8,809 11,235 14,06S 10,463 3>157 2,243 425 579 1,083 
4th-6th month--------- 100,088 6,183 16,96: 25,368 22,313 17,121 7,016 1,833 1,168 222 395 1,299 
7th-9th month--------- 26,073 8,466 8,337 3,243 2,238 936 271 78 35 4 15 44B 
No prenatal care------ 9,177 9,177 

Not .tated 17,107 439 57C 676 516 79$ 2s8 129 83 17 35 13,543 

NOTJI: Ex.1.d.s data for A1abB.ma,Alaska, Arkansas, California, C.rmeQ>:!~_~oFgia, l*~_o,~vW@, ?,fassachkset?.,New Me?i!.,N_~?.rkC OhiO,Fems~lV~iS, 
Texa., and Virginia which did not require rqcmting of both number of prenatal visits and mo= of pregnancy prenatzilcare began. 
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Table 19. LIV2 BIRTHS BY BIRTH WSIGRT , PERIoD OF GSSTATI02J , ANTJ 8ACS : TOK4L OF 39 REPORTING STATES AND ?32S DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
1972 

M
[MA m lfl,?xcccnt of birthc in celccted State: EII13 a W-percent sample of bir%!w in ell other States. Fefe!m only to births occurrins within the 
areas rcporiin: the firct day cd’lant norml mcnstnml period (IMP) to re3idents of these areac] 

EdrU3 wei@tl 

.501. l,!w- l,5’sl- 2,c31-

4=
3,001- 3,501- 4,601- 4,501- 5,001­

1,GC12 1,530 2>030 2,5,., 3,500 4,vao 4>500 5,000 2r8ms iTOt 
stated 

ymms @vmx2 psms p:m cram 5cLmc bvm- grm r more-L
‘iwA7------- 2,390,s83 10>311 14,822 34.%35 119.165 9U,313 640,834 1.78,608 31.401 

- ._ 

Under 20 week------ 773 137 56 46 41 79 U5 70 34 3 4 41 
20-27 weeks-------- 11,900 5,272 1,806 697 6:2 67: 870 449 1.13 23 35 226 
2831 weeks--------- 20,673 1,125 5,400 5,294 2,51s 2,3@5 2,425 986 222 28 1 230 
3233 week~_____ 89,.s74 234 2,223 1.1,097 23,204 22,742 19,254 8,728 1,797 234 S4 289 
36 week ---— 60,423 33 2’91 1,903 10,196 21,157 17,464 7,270 1,6W. 362 64 143 
3733 Wc-ek-—------ 719>269 161 528 4,452 3S,206 1SS,24S 308,339 16!2,954 3?J,06B 4,675 591 1,017

4n Wck 427,109 51 12’3 335 8,422 W,l’x 174,591 13s,L%2 37,651 5,9s3 673 589

41A2 vccb ----— 42s,855 63 !?8 759 7,193 482777 157,4>57 154,997 54,2’24 10,631 1,393 605

43 weeks end an.r_- 147,037 28 94 45s 3,225 19,503 53,049 4s,443 17,458 3,243 630 226

Not Ets.tca 477,650 3,187 4,316 9,424 Zapo 93,G99 178,133 1.M>Z49 32,43s 5,567 887 2,443


.3235 ,Je 
36 weeks 44,541 22 189 L,331 7,5G8 15,477 12,918 5,582 1,292 250 43 107 
37J39 weeks _____ 560,%1 108 355 3,216 25,354 126,967 250,645 139,783 29,0s3 4,093 496 795 
40 Week 36s,173 38 GY 566 6,200 47,248 L47,487 122,558 % ,424 5,462 593 503 
4142 weckc--------- 391,5s9 47 56 491 5,?41 3S,S18 134,777 14CI.272 50,297 9,999 1,30s 520 
43 week sud .vcr--- 124,S31 14 54 336 2,513 14,eol 43,W 42;980 16,0s3 3>591 375 2.81 
l:Ot &@dted----- 350,659 1,s3s 2,57.4 5,814 17,9:s 63,CG5 134,896 98,s51 28,136 4,644 742 1,e61 

Whitc------_—- 1,941,671 6.523 9.799 23,71B 83,02> 323.c42 739.245 I 5s7.063 163.963 2s.493 3,S24 4,558 

Und.cr20 week---—- 454 59 f? 2s 27 40 71 25 2 2 32 
2027 weckG------- 7,598 3,4E!3 1,142 377 j$,> 374 537 53 12 Z2 L58 
2831 week -—------ 13,502 6’36 3,E39 3>S56 1,412 1,332 1,457 6S9 166 18 1s0 

eke, 62,413 137 1,463 7,e86 16,927 13,280 12,557 6,263 1,392 230 4; 221T
Ne2r0----------- 3S6,810 3,577 4,666 10,377 32,879 lGO.0G4 69,655 14.226 Z,318 426 1,081 

Under 20 wcck ____ 2,* 3!3 10 1 2 8 
2027 W,@kJ 533 2n2 I.lz 12 13 64 
2831 WAC 1,4C5 934 263 & 1 46 
3225 Wck G:6 6,7:S 2,177 58 19 60 
36 wLck--------- ES 5,W3 1,466 49 H 32 
373!3 %WL&.:, 158 35,439 19,135 482 75 192 
40 Ucckc------------ ,$5 U, 139 12,5s7 413 6S 71 
4142 vcek ----- ,2: 8,355 u, e91 50s 7B 68 

,nd w! r-- 4’ ‘$,17s 4,318 19s T4043 .wc.c!iz 35

:t.t,:.l------ L,3. :7,X 17,:2; 5,2.?
1::.t


ES l?L.\ N<\T1(3N OF SShlBOLS USED IN i“,\BLES 

Dam ncx s.vailable


Categcnv not applicable . . .


Quantity zero -


Qu6.ntity more than O but less than 0.5--------- 0.0

Figures does not meet standards of


reliability or precision * 
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