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Divorces increased for the ninth consecutive year
in 1971, Provisional data, available through the first
8 months of 1974, indicate that both the number and
rate of divorces are continuing to increase, The final
national divorce total for 1971 was 773,000, This was
9.2 percent higher than the 708,000 reported in 1970
and 87,2 percent higher than the figure for 1962, The
divorce totals for 1969, 1970, and 1971 were all higher
than the previous alltime peak of 610,000 divorces
in 1946,

The divorce rate also increased from 3.5 per
1,000 population in 1970 to 3.7 in 1971, This was the
second highest divorce rate ever observed nation-
wide; the highest was 4.3 in 1946, The divorce rate
per 1,000 married women was 15.8, up from 14.9 in

1970 and 9.4 in 1962; the increases were 6.0 and 73.6
percent, respectively.

From 1970 to 1971 the divorce rate per 1,000
population increased in all regions except the West
where it did not change, It also increased in all geo-
graphic divisions and States for which rates for both
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years are available except the Pacific Division and
Alaska, California, Idaho, Maine, Nevada, Oklahoma,
and Wisconsin,

Information about characteristics of divorces is
available only from States that participate in the
divorce-registration area (DRA)., In 1971, 29 States
participated; South Carolina was included beginning
in January of that year, The number of divorces
granted in the DRA in 1971 was 466,019, or 0 percent
of the national total,

For the DRA in 1971 the median duration of mar-
riage at time of divorce was 6,7 years. The same
median was observed in 1970; it declined from 7.5
years in 1963 and 6.9 years in 1969,

The national estimate of children under 18 years
of age involved in divorces was 946,000, an increase
of 8.7 percent over the estimate for 1970 (870,000).
The ratio of childrenunder 18 years of age per divorce
was 1.22 in both years. The total number of persons
involved in divorce—husbands, wives, and children—
was 2,492,000 in 1971 compared with 2,286,000 in 1970.

The number of divorces classified by number of
reported children under 18 years of age is shown in
table S for the DRA and each participating State.
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Table 1. DIVORCES AND RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DIVISION, AND STATE, 1969-71

registration States differ slightly from those based on sample date shown in table 5. Rates per 1,000 population in each area estimated as of July 1, 1968

[Data are counts of decrees granted (including reported annulments and dissolutions of merriage) supplied by States except as noted. Figures for the divorce. .
and 1971 and enumerated as of April 1, 1970

Number Rate Number Rate
Region, division, Region, division,
and State and State
1972 1970 1969 | 1971 |1970 |1969 1971 1970 1989 {1971 |1970 | 1389
United Stateslommmm- 773,000 | 708,000 | 639,000 5.7 | 3.5| 5.2|West North Central-.Con.
19,643 | 17,852 | 17,578 4. | 3.8 5.8
Region: 1,181 985 910t 1.9 1.6 1.5
Northeast —w——emeee 101,000 86,000 77,000 2.0| 1.8| 1.8 1,403 1,857 1,2554 2.1 2.0 1.9
204,000 | 186,000 | 177,000 | 3.5 | 3.3| 3.2 4,013 3,712 3,275 2.7 2.5 2.3
zss,ooo 3242 000 | 2225000 | 4.2 [ %3.9] 3.6 9,461 8,785 7,956 | 4.2 3.9 3.4
199,000 | 194,000 | 159,000 | 5.6 | 5.6 | 4.7 | South Atlamtic:
Delaware we- 1,830 1,732 1,550 3.5| 3.2 2.9
Northeast: Maryland ... 10,080 9,252 8,827 2.5| 2.4 2.3
New Englandesaeee—————-- | 29,755 | 25,807 [ 24,268| 2.5 2.2| 2.1| District of Columbia-- 2,629 2,268 2,313] 3.5| 3.0 2.9
Mlddle ALlantiCemmmwmm—- | 71,107 | 59,860 | 53,180| 1.9 1.6] 14| Virglniaccceee—coeemn 13,261 ( 11,879 | 11.417| 2.8| 2.6 2.4
North Central: West Virgini@ea—cemn-. - 6,178 5,564 4,772 3.5 5.2 2.6
East North Centralao-m--- 2145,305 | 2129, 828 | 1131,107 * *| 13.3| North Carolinf-mmme—- 15,350 | 13,702 | 212,872 3.0| 2.7 2.5
West North Centralemme- 55 018 48 189 45,483 3.2 3.0 2.8 South Caroling-- 6,657 5,829 5,435 2.5 2.3 2.0
South: 20,245 | 18,649 | 17,315| 4.3| 4.1 5.7
South Atlanticewe-memm-- | 119,9381 106,105 | 99,400 | 3.8| 3.5 43,728 | 37,208 | 34,899 6.2 5.5 5.5
East South Cemtral-..--. | 54,472 | 50,607 | 46 859 4.2] 4.0
West South Central-- 94,375 252 747 | 278, ,683 | 4.8 * 11,341 | 10,664 9,833 3.4 3.3 3.0
West: 17,480 | 16,623 | 15,574 4.¢| 4.1 3.9
Mountain®a. 55,888 | 48,995 | 47,279 % | 5.8 16,905 | 15,109 | 14,146| 4.9 | 2.4 4.0
Paciflcan. 143,640 | 144 696 | 110,862 [ 5.3 | 5.5| 4.3] Miesissippl--. 8,936 8,211 7,508 | 4.0 3.7 3.2
New England: West South Central:
ME1NE mmm e 5,925 3,853 3,392 [ 3,91 3.9 3.5 12,959 | 29,310 9,152| 6.7 | 2.8 4.6
2,941 2,433 2,280 | 3.9 3.3| 3.2 9,451 | 25,085 | 24.885| 2.6 * *
1,172 1,028 795 | 2.6f 2.3| 1.8 16,417 | 16,842 | 15,728| 6.3| 6.6 6.1
le,88L | 10,9941 10,787 2.2 1.9 2.0 55,568 | 51,580 | 46,918| 4.8 4.6 4.2
Rhode I618ndmamucmormee 1,803 1,687 1,267 | 1.9| 1.8] 1.4
Connecticut 7,034 5,812 5,749 | 2.3| 1.9 1.9 5,366 5,087 2,808| 4.8| 4.¢ 4.0
Middle Atlantic: 5,664 3,612 3,506 5.0 5.1 4.9
33,101 | 26,404 | 21,28¢ | 1.8| 1l.4| 1.2 1,988 1,797 1.722| 5.8 5.4 5.4
12,896 | 10,834 | 10,416 | 1.8| 1.5| 1.5 11,809 [ 10,400 68,9961 5.2 4.7 4.3
Pernsylvenis-—cmamme—n-. | 25,110 | 22,622 | 21,580} 2.1 | 1.9{ 1.8 44 580 4,375 3,539 *| 4.3 *
East North Central: 514 588 | 412,714 | 411,918 7.9 7.2 7.0
OBiO—mem oo | 42,186 39,302 | 35,5858 3.9 | 3.7| 3.3 g ,419 3,02 s8¢l 4.0 3.7 3.7
Indiana 222,266 | 215,155 | °23)396 * *| %6 9474 9,138 | 10,951| 18.5| 1B.7| 24.0
40 136 ss 450 55 97¢ | 3.6 | 3.3| 3.3
31,790 29,993 23,347 3.5 3.4 3.2 19,207 | 17,887 | 216,815| 5.6| 5.2 4.9
8,927 8,930 7,832| 2.0 2.0 1.9 10,687 9,585 8,643 5.0 4.6 4.3
108,309 ( 112,942 | 91,548| 5.4| 5.7 4.2
9,545 8,290 7,551 | 2.5| 2.2 2.0 1,746 1,695 1,516 5.6 5.6 5.4
7,772 7,168 6,958 | 2.7 2.5| 2.5 3,691 2,589 2,342 4.7 3.4 2.9 .
lFigures include estimates. “Date are for divorce records filed. SIncludes divorce records filed for some counties.

2pata are incomplete.
®Date are estimated.

Table 2. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS AND RATES: UNITED STATES, Table 3. MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRIAGE PRIOR TO DIVORCE OR AN-
1950-71 NUIMENT]:Bsg'[;I?RCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION
STATE, -

[Data refer only to events occurring within the United States. Alaska in.
cluded beginning with 1959 and Hewaii with 1950] [Based on sample data. Medians computed on data by single years, excluding
duration of merriage not stated. The divorce-registration area included

28 States in 1969 and 1970 and 29 States in 1971.]
Rate per 1,000%.—
Divorces Medien duretion of marriage
Year and fed
annulments Total M&.r'i‘se :g:en Area
population ol oren 1971 1970 1969
1071 773,000 3.7 15.8 Divorce.reglstration area——eaa-- ————— 6.7 6.7 6.9
1970 708,000 3.5 1:4.9
1989 639,000 3.2 13.4 Alabama 5.4 5.3 5.6
1968 584,000 2.9 12.5 Maske, 5.2 5.4 5.6
1967 523,000 2.6 1l.2 Californis 6.9 6.8 6.9
1966 499,000 2.5 10.9 Cx ticut 8.7 8.6 8.9
1965 479,000 2.5 10.86 Georgie 5.3 5.4 S.2
1964 450,000 2.4 10.0 Hewaii 6.8 7.2 7.3
1963 428,000 2.3 9.6 Tdaho 5.0 4.6 5.0
los2 413,000 2.2 9.4 Illinois 6.4 6.6 6.7
1961 414,000 2.3 9.8 Towa 5.8 5.6 5.7
1960 395,000 2.2 9.2 Kansas 5.1 S.1 5.4
1959 395,000 2.2 9.3 Kentucky 5.7 5.7 5.8
1958 368,000 2.1 8.9 Marylend 8.6 8.8 9.2
1957 381,000 2.2 9.2 Michigan 8,9 7.0 7.1
1956 582,000 2.3 9.4 Missourl 5.5 5.4 5.6
1955 377,000 2.3 9.3 Montana 5.3 5.1 5.6
1954 379,000 2.4 9.5 brask 6.2 6.0 6.2
1953. 390,000 2.5 9.9 New York 9.3 9.3 9.4
1952 392,000 2.5 10.1 Ohio 6.5 6.3 6,7
1951 381,000 2.5 9.9 Oregon. 5.7 5.9 5.8
1850 385,000 2.6 10.3 Pennsylvenia 7.6 8.1 8.5
Rhode Tsland 8.7 9.2 9.1
iDate are besed on population emmerated as of ril 1 for 1950, 1950, South Carclina 7.1 g -
and 1970, and estimated s of July 1 for all other ye:f's . South Dakota gg g'g g's
Utah 4.7 8.3 5.5 .
Vermor 9.1 B.3 9.1
Virginia 8.3 7.7 8.4
Wisconsin 7.7 7.9 8.0
Wyoming 4.9 4.6 4.9
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This report presents summary tabulations from
the final divorce statistics for 1971. More de-
tailed tabulations for 1971 will be published in
Vital Statistics of the United States,Volume Il ~
Marriage and Divorce, Prior to the publication
of that volume, the National Center for Health
Statistics will respond to requests for unpub-
lished data whenever possible,

Table 5.

[Based. on pample data.

Table &.

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES AND

ANNULMENTS: UNITED STATES, 1954-71

[Refers only to events occurring within the United States. For 1960-71 esti.
mated from freguencies based onsample; for all other years estimated from
total counts]

Estimated | Average Estimated | Average
Year number of | number of Year pumber of | number of
children children children children
involved | per decree involved |per decree
946,000 1.22 | 19625 . 532,000 1.29
870,000 1.22 | 19612 516,000 1.25
840,000 1,31 | 1960 ac——. 463,000 1.18
784,000 1.34 | 1959-. 468,000 1.18
701,000 L.24 | 1958m—. 598,000 1.08
669,000 1.34 | 1957 mem 379,000 0.99
630,000 1.32 | 1956 ——-. 361,000 0.95
613,000 1.36 | 198 - | 347,000 0.92
562,000 L3l | 1954 ccmmacmmnn 341,000 0.90

igstimates are based on DRA frequencies instead of 16 States previously

useg..
“Revised.

DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CHILDRFN REPORTED: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION STATE, 1971

Tata relate to children under 18 years of age except as noted.]

All Number of children reported
divorces
Area and
annulments Hone 1 2 3 4 § or more Not stated
Divorce-repistration Oren-———-—mece—ew 466,019 178,720 110,931 83,235 42,133 17,931 12,410 20,463
Alsh: 16,480 5,710 3,640 2,440 1,400 &80 300 2,300
Alask 1,745 712 420 318 165 48 50 21
Californi 108,280 43,660 25,590 18,680 8,810 3,190 1,680 6,670
Connecticut 7,036 2,122 1,548 1,376 8538 346 248 538
Georgl 20,078 7,960 4,720 3,350 1,560 540 355 1,590
Hawali 3,662 1,133 956 742 394 207 195 35
Idaho* 3,666 1,500 852 652 330 188 az 62
Ilinol 40,100 15,700 9,330 6,770 3,700 1,580 1,240 1,780
Io 7,818 2,808 1,892 1,522 758 414 268 156
K 9,488 3,722 2,394 1,626 912 406 248 130
Kentucks 12,145 4,875 2,765 1,705 800 440 290 270
Maryland 10,035 3,680 2,180 1,615 735 290 205 1,330
Michi, 31,810 11,830 7,570 5,920 3,450 1,620 1,140 280
Missouri: 19,635 8,640 4,645 3,380 1,675 675 500 120
3,369 1,255 752 43 361 171 118 69
Nebraska® 4,056 1,458 1,038 760 422 186 182 10
New York 33,100 12,220 7,360 65,440 3,240 1,260 1,030 1,450
Ohi 42,220 15,240 10,940 8,150 4,080 2,040 1,620 150
Oregon: 10,650 3,740 2,295 1,975 1,035 110 280 945
Permsylvard. 25,100 8,810 6,100 5,010 2,170 940 640 1,430
FRhode Island 1,800 534 407 364 2es 96 69 105
South Carolina: 8,662 2,640 1,728 1,254 558 264 146 72
South Dakot: 1,403 449 393 271 147 &0 61 2
Tennessec 17,540 7,430 4,705 2,815 1,315 585 350 500
Utah 4,172 1,504 8z 4 324 182 154 258
Vermont 1,174 01 225 3 157 102 90 48
Virgini 13,250 5,415 3,488 2,290 1,190 475 325 70
Wisconsi 8,756 2,826 1,980 1,816 1,108 £06 466 44
Wyoming: 1,992 816 475 356 188 80 48 28

lpata are for number of children affected by decree.
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TECHNICAL NOTES

Place and Time of Occurrence

Divorces and annulments are shown in all tables by
State where decree was granted, which is also the State of
legal residence of the plaintiff, The time of divorce or annul-
ment is based on the date the decree was granted,

Sogrces of Data

Figures in tables 1 and 2 are basedon totals of divorce
or annulment decrees tabulated and reported by States and
counties, Figures in tables 3 and 5 are based on probability
samples of divorce and annulment records that were coded
and tabulated in this office.

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several
methods, Estimates for 1954-59 were prepared on the as-
sumption that the average number of childrenper decree for
the Nation was identical with that for the reporting States.
The figure for 1960 was based on anationwide sample. Fig-
ures for 1961-71 were prepared by multiplyingrhe national
divorce total by the average number of children per decree
found in the combined States with satisfactory reporting of
the number of children, There were 16 such States in 1961-
69, all 28 registration States in 1970, and in 29 registration
States in 1971,

SAMPLING ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EXPRESSED AS
PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION
AIQZ%‘.{;, 1969-71, AND THE 29 REGISTRATION STATES,
1

[Figures for Alaska, Heweii, Montena,Rhode Island, South Da-
kota, Vermont, and Wyoming have no sampling errors because
all records were tabulated]

Sampling error of estimated
frequency expressed as per.
centage of area total
Ares and year
1 10 25
or or or 50
389 80 75
Divorce-registration area
1971 (29 States) 178 532 767 886
1970 ("8 States) 171 517 746 881
1969 (2v States) 159 478 690 797
Registrat.on States, 1971:
Alabeme, 39 117 169 195
Alaska _— '
Californifaeame e 98 296 428 494
ConnecticUtm: meccmmaacamna 8 25 38 42
Georgia 28 85 123 142
Hawaill wee coomma el ‘e vee
Idaho 6 18 26 30
Tllinois 80 180 260 301
Towa g 26 38 44
Kansas e e 10 29 42 49
KentueKy cmeam e 2L 83 91 108
Maryland 20 60 87 100
MichigaNmemmcmmcma e e 53 160 232 267
MisSOUri mmcmecc e 28 84 121 140
Montana aes
Nebraska 6 13 27 32
New York eemme e 54 164 236 273
3 61 185 267 308
21 62 90 103
47 143 208 238
8 24 35 41
Tennesseeemane 28 79 115 132
Utah 7 20 30 34
Vermon®t cae e e N cee e ves
Virginia 23 68 100 115
Wisconsin 9 29 41 48
WyOmINg mamm e e

GPO 882- 336

Divorce Samples

Sample data used to estimate the 1971 frequencies in
table 5 and the frequencies used to compute median duration
of marriage for 1969-71 in table 3 were selected by using
four different sampling rates, depending on the size of the
annual divorce total for a State. The rates were 10, 20, 50,
or 100 percent of the divorces granted in a State, Samples
were selected only from the States that participated in the
divorce-registration area,

Sampling errors are given in the table for the estimates
which constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the
annual divorce totals. These sampling errors are given for
the divorce-registration area and each registration State
for 1971 data and only for the divorce-registration area for
1969 and 1970 data,

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES

Data not available~-==c-eemmmc e m——
Category not applicable~
QuUAntity Zero--~=~m-mem e e -
Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05-=====uoo—- 0.0
Figure does not meet standards of reliability or
Precision- = -- o e m e
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