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FROM THE

In 1971 there were 2,190,481 marriages per-
formed, an increase of 31,679, or 1.5 percent, over
1970. The annual number of marriages has been in-
creasing steadily since 1958 when it was 1.45
million,

As the graph shows, the marriage rate hit a
historic peak in 1946 at 16.4 per 1,000 population.
It declined to 8.4 in 1958, held steady at 8.5 from
1959 to 1962, then rose gradually until 1969 when it
reached 10.6 where it remained through 1971. Pro-
visional data indicate an increase in the marriage
irate to 10.9 for 1972 and 1973.

Stabilization of the marriage rate per 1,000
population occurred during 1969-71 in spite of an
increase in the proportion of the population at mar-
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STATISTICS

The marriage rates vary from State to State;
most fall between 7.7 (for Connecticut and New
Jersey) and 15.5 (for Idaho). The rate for South
Dakota was 17.0 and for South Carolina, 22.1. Nevada
has a uniquely high rate, 192.1 per 1,000 resident
population, but this rate is down 4 percent from 1970.
The rate for Hawaii also dropped considerably in
1971, 11 percent. In two States, Tennessee and New
Mexico, the marriage rate rose 1.0 and 1.4 per
1,000 population, respectively, These two States were
among several that lowered the age at which people
may marry without parental consent,

riageable ages. For example, from 1970 to 1971
the number of persons 20-24 years old increased g [odisn man of bride Yodinn nge of groom
7.7 percent, while the total resident population of Tota1 Firgt | Bemare | g First | Remar-
. rarrizme | risge marrisze | riege
the country grew by a comparatively small 1.5 per-
1971 = - 21.7 20.5 32.9 23.7 22.5 36.9
cent. i97g- - 21.7 20.6 33.3 23.6 22.5 37.5
. . e - 2l.6 20. 33 . - z8.
The rate of marriages per 1,000 unmarried 1985 -1 z2us 206 58 e S e
women 15 years old and over and the rate for  iogmm| ol  som| see| oeall |
. . 1965 mmmm e 2l.4 20.4 35.5 23.6 - .
unmarried women 15-44 years old both declined less 15577277770 L sl m| Bes ol B
than 1.0 percent in 1971 following drops of 4.4 %% | 2.5 20.3 5.6 25.7 22.5 59.8
percent and 6.0 percent, respectively, in 1970.
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Data on characteristics of marriages are avail-
able for the marriage-registration area (MRA) and
are believed to closely approximate national data.
Since two States, Minnesota and South Carolina,
were added to the MRA in 1971, comparison of the
totals for the 2 years might be misleading, but
the rates can be considered. Rates for the MRA
show that first marriages decreased slightly and
remarriages increased. .

Age at marriage has many implications for
social and economic institutions of the Nation. It
is closely related to fertility, duration of married
life, and to marital stability. In 1971 the median age
of bride at first marriage was 20.5, slightly lower
than in 1970, Median age of groom at first marriage
was 22,5 for the second year. In contrast to the
relatively steady age at first marriage, the median
age at remarriage has been declining. In 1971 the
median age for brides at remarriage was 32.9,
and for grooms 36,9, both almost 3 years lower
than the same figures in 1963.

SYMBOLS

Data not available R

Category not applicablesr-r-scerewormmcscnemens

Quantity zero -
Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05--—

Figure does not meet standards of
reliability or precisionse---s-scecremmesesece

Table 1. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES: UNITED

STATES, 1958-71

[Data refer only to events occurring within the United States.
Alaske included beginning 1959 and Hawaii beginning 1960]

Rate per 1,000%—

Year Marriages Total Urmarried |Unmarried

popula- women women

tion 15 years 15-44

and over years
2,190, 481 10.8 76.2 138.9
2,158,802 10.6 76.5 140.2
2,145,000 10.6 80.0 149.1
2,069,000 10.4 79.1 147.2
1,927,000 9.7 6.4 145.2
1,857,000 9.5 75.6 145.1
1,800,000 2.3 75.0 144.3
1,725,000 9.0 74.6 148.2
1,654,000 8.8 13.4 143.3
1,577,000 8.5 71.2 138.4
1,548,000 8.5 72.2 145.4
1,523,000 8.5 73.5 148.0
1,494,000 8.5 73.6 149.8
1,451,000 8.4 72.0 146.3

1Data are based on population enumerated as of April 1 for
1960 and 1970 and estimated as of July 1 for all other years.
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Table 2. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DI-‘

VISION, AND STATE, 1969-71

[By place of occurrence. Data are counts of marriages performed except as ncted. Rates
per 1,000 population in eech area, estimeted as of July 1 for 1969 and 1971 and enu-
merated as of April 1 for 1970)

Number Rate
Region, division,
and State
1971 1970 1969 1971 1970 1969
United States——-mm-n- 2,190,481 | 2,158,802 | 2,145,438 | 10.6| 10.6 10.6
Northepstmmeemeemccmmeuaaan 417,971 417,755 417,312 8.4 8.5 8.6
559,217 545,383 550,295 9.8 9.8 9.8
779,553 763,128 758,094 12.2 2.2 12.0
433,740 432,536 419,737 1z2.2 12.4 12.4
Northeast :
New Englande-- 104,913 105,368 105,020 8.7 8.9 9.1
Middle Atlantic-: 313,058 312,387 312,292 8.3 8.4 8.4
North Central:
Eapt North Central-~ew==- 396,538 384,845 369,470 9.7 2.8 9.8
West North Central--e—we-- 162,682 180,538 160,825 9.8 2.8 9.9
South:
South Atlanticreememenmee 377,111 370,993 368,137 12.1 2.1 12.1
East South Centrgl-: - 162,164 154,917 154,101 12.5 1z2.1 11.8
West South Centralememm-- 240,278 237,218 235,856 l2.2 12.3 12.1
West:
Mountaine--: 193,416 187,544 161,261 22.8 22.6 22.6
Pacifie-m- 240,324 244,902 238,476 8.9 9.2 9.2
11,193 10,975 10,428 11.2 11.0 10.7
9,771 10,008 10,358 22.8 13.6 14.4
..... 5,000 4,524 4,477 | 10.9| 10.2 10.2
47,535 47,403 47,526 8.3 8.3 8.7
7,589 7,531 7,548 7.9 7.9 8.3
Connecticutemm 23,825 24,929 24,883 7.7 8.2 8.3
Middle Atlantic:
Hew York=-: 161,864 161,246 161,739 8.8 8.9 8.8
New Jersey: 56,531 56,625 55,692 7.7 7.9 7.8
Penusylvanigesmemme: 94,663 94,518 94,861 8.0 8.0 8.0
BEast North Central:

1O e 95,641 90,056 89,577 8.9 8.5 8.3
Indiana~ 58,076 55,202 57,960 11.0 10.6 1.3
Illinois=-- 115,826 115,478 116,532 10.3 10.4 10.5
Michigan=~ 92,134 89,694 90,999 10.2 10.1 10.4
Wisconsin—m- 34,858 34,415 34,402 7.8 7.8 8.1

West North Central:
21,196 31,280 31,971 8.0 8.2 8.6
25,819 24,648 24,666 9.1 8.7 8.9
51,048 50,249 50,411 10.7 10.7 1C.8
5,648 5,340 5,399 9.0 8.6 8.8
11,363 11,034 10,909 17.0 16.8 16.6
15,080 15,666 15,145 10.0 10.6 10.5
22,528 22,421 22,304 10.0 10.0 9.6
4,481 4,254 3,992 8.0 7.8 7.4
50,824 52,237 52,881 2.7 13.3 14.0
Distriet of 6,608 75267 7,839 9.0 9.6 9.8
Virginia=es-: 52,158 51,964 52,575 11.1 il.2 11.3
-Mest Virginia- 16,987 15,948 15,599 9.7 2.1 8.6
North Carolina: 48,970 48,291 49,177 9.5 9.5 9.4
South Carolina-: 58,034 57,887 56,235 22.1 22,3 20.9
Georgla=-- €3,860 63,896 64,003 13.7 13.9 13.8
Florida: 75,108 69,249 |° 65,836 0.7 10.2 10,4
East Soutb Central:
35,984 36,269 137,416 1.0 1.3 1.8
80,307 45,361 44,307 12.6 11.6 11
48,278 46,959 46,422 13.9 13.6 13.2
Missiesippl= 27,507 286,328 25,956 | 12.4| 11.9 11.0
West South Central: -
24,085 23,307 22,618 | 12.4| 12.1 1.4
36,648 35,416 34,540 10.0 9.7 2.2
39,333 39,004 36,107 15.1 15.2 14,1
140,232 139,491 142,391 1z2.2 12.5 12.7
7,128 6,919 By444 | 10,11 10.0 2.5
11,356 10,915 10,995 | 15.5| 15.3 15.3
4,772 4,495 4,269 14.0 13.5 13.3
85,839 24,968 24,159 11.3 1L.3 11.5
14,008 12,422 11,109 13.6 12.2 1.z
20,865 118,508 118,012 | 11.3| 10.4 10.6
12,037 11,692 11,633 11.0 1.0 11l.1
197,4-]_1 97,605 94,642 | 192.1| 1929.7 207.1
40,988 41,313 41,711 1.9 iz.1 12.3
18,100 17,302 16,874 8 6.3 8.3
168,049 172,388 166,832 8.3 8.6 8.8
3,453 3,390 3,168 | 11.0| 1.2 1z
- 9,734 10,599 9,891 12.3 13.8 12.5

"Marrlage licenses issued.
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Table 3. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES BY AGE, PREVIOUS MARITAL ST[;{US, AND COLOR OF BRIDE AND OF GROOM: MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA,
19

. [By place of occurrence. Based on sample data. Rates per 1,000 population in spec]iﬁ.ed group, estimated as of July 1, 1971. Fipgures for age not stated
are distributed

Bride Grocm
Age and previous marital status Total i Color Total Color

, A R A1

“hite other not - White other not -
Number  |Rate® stated Wamber |Ratet stated
ALL MARRIAGES !
Total: 1,770,654 6s.2 || 985,286 | 134,611 | 649,757 | 1,770,654 78.8 || 986,044 | 134,853 | 649,757
14-17 yeor 182,979 27.0 || 113,755 | 15,450 | 46,774 29,795 4.2 || 21,429 1,885 | 6,484
18-19 years 401,341 | 156.6 || 234,415 | 29,422 | 137,504 223,413 73.0 |{ 138,232 | 17,712 | 67,469
20-24 year 689,719 | 215.6 || 374,654 | 47,010 | 288,055 806,187 | 177.5 || 454,305 | 58,077 | 293,805
25-44 year 379,015 | 120.6 {| 192,136 | 32,684 | 154,195 549,329 | 156.4 || 284,319 | 43,195 | 221,815
25-29 year 186,880 | 172.4 || 94,243 | 15,133 | 77,498 205,741 | 20L.2 || 184,307 | 22,314 | 119,320
30-34 year 87,440 | 126.2 || 43,788 7,818 | 35,835 121,316 | 143.3 || 581,409 9,537 | 50,370
35-44 year - 104,695 76.5 || %4,099 9,735 | 40,851 132,272 | 110.0 || 68,805 | 11,344 | 52,125
45-64 year 101,190 21.4 || 55,972 7,836 | 37,382 128,873 S8.4 || 69,274 | 11,122 | 48,477
65 years and ove 15,410 2.4 9,354 1,209 5,847 33,056 16.7 || 18,485 2,864 | 11,707
Median ag 21.7 2l.4 21.8 22.1 235.7 23.4 23.8 24.2
FIRST MARRIAGES
Total 1,308, 536 se.a || 712,820 | 107,190 | 488,726 | 1,299,337 67.2 || 713,585 | 104,479 | 481,275
14-17 year 177,435 25.2 || 116,089 | 15,958 | 45,388 29,169 4.1 || 23,037 1,828 | 6,304
18-19 year 382,691 | 150.3 {| 221,797 | 28,408 | 132,486 217,736 7L.2 {| 134,747 | 17,285 | 65,704
2024 year 587,862 | 197.7 || 310,049 | 42,816 | 234,997 737,921 | 165.6 || 411,492 | 54,795 | 271,634
25-44 year 149,301 89.2 || 60,105 | 18,265 70,930 295,856 106.9 || 138,756 | 27,859 | 129,241
25-29 year 101,140 | 13%.2 || 43,642 | 10,704 | 46,794 207,205 | 158.5 || 02,340 | 17,556 | 87,509
30-34 year - 28,408 75.0 || 10,192 1,135 | 14,081 53,756 80.6 || 22,851 5,568 | 25,337
35-44 year 19,753 37.6 6,272 3,426 | 10,055 34,895 43.8 || 13,765 4,735 | 16,395
45-64 year 10,116 9.5 4,093 1,578 4,445 165,941 4.6 6,846 2,498 | 17,597
65 years and ove 1,131 1.4 486 165 280 1,714 3.2 705 214 795
Median ag 20.5 20.2 20.8 21.0 22.5 22.2 22.6 22.9
REMARRTAGES

Total: 422,729 57.3 || 251,197 | 23,825 | 147,707 434,295 | 130.5 || 251,715 | 27,051 | 155,523
14-19 year 10,931 * 8,490 277 2,144 1,145 * 812 63 270
20-24 year 82,041 | 2405.9 || 53,138 2,889 | 26,014 47,172 | °536.3 || 30,804 1,819 | 14,549
25-44 year 224,267 | 152.8 || 129,294 } 13,563 | 81,410 243,959 | 327.5 || 140,505 | 14,190 | 89,264
25-29 year 82,172 | 261.7|| 48,793 3,959 | 29,440 82,152 | SO7.1 || 48,487 4,053 | 29,612
30-34 year 58,038 | 185.5 || 33,170 3,540 | 21,348 65,710 | 373.¢ || 37,636 5,795 | 24,281
35-44 year 84,037 99.8 || 47,331 6,084 | 30,622 95,097 | 236.7 || 54,382 6,344 | 35,371
45-84 year 90,348 24.6 || 51,477 6,077 | 32,794 110,850 | 105.8 || 61,899 8,374 | 40,887
65 years and ove 15,162 2.5 8,798 1,019 5,345 31,159 21.6 {| 17,695 2,605 | 10,859
Median ag: 32.9 ces 32.1 36.9 33.7 36.9 cae 36.2 40.8 37.3
Previously widowed®: 75,232 9.6 || s0,472 5,882 | 19,878 67,345 42.5 || 42,198 6,030 | 18,119
14-24 year 3,507 * 2,609 184 714 1,148 * 690 158 290
25-41 year 20,504 | S70.4|| 13,342 2,109 5,053 10,526 | S201.3 6,146 1,183 | 3,197
45-64 yeer 10,723 16.5 || 25,937 2,850 | 10,936 33,385 85.8 || 21,203 2,879 | 9,303
65 years and over 11,498 2.2 7,584 739 3,175 22,285 19.6 || 14,157 1,800 | 6,329
Median ag §1.8 51.9 50.0 £2.1 59.1 §9.5 58.2 58.4
Previonsly divorced™ 292,658 | 2132.8|| 185,454 | 17,240 | 78,965 310,759 | 230.7 || 205,815 | 20,214 84,730
14-19 year 9,282 * 7,948 285 1,109 878 * 770 48 60
20-24 year 67,956 | 2443.9 49,973 2,630 15,353 39,235 | 2527.8 || 239,718 1,578 7,939
25-44 year 175,247 | 176.1 || 113,949 | 11,033 | 50,235 201,334 | 3z38.4 || 132,521 12,546 56,267
45-64 years 38,201 46.5 || 23,401 3,062 | 11,648 63,826 | 119.3 || 39,585 5,297 | 18,942
65 years and ov 1,973 9.3 1,083 280 620 5,488 38.5 3,221 745 1,520
Median ag m— 30.2 29.3 33.8 3l.4 | - 341 33.4 36.8 35.0
Tot stated if widowed or divorcedSewmm--wwwmewas 53,838 4,271 703 | 48,864 £6,191 3,704 807 | s1,680
HOT STATED IF PREVIOUSIY MARRIED wmmmrmmmmeeessee—————— 39,389 22,469 5,588 | 13,324 37,022 20,746 3,325 | 12,953

‘Bage populations exclude persons under 14 years of age. Rates for all marriages are based on the ummarried populaticn; for first marriages on the
never-married populaticn; and for remarriages on the widowed and divorced populations.

2Figures include data for California, Maryland, Michigan, New York, Ohio, parts of Illinois; these areas d4id not require reporting of race or color.

SRates are chown for ages 14-24 years.

“Data exclude remarriages in Michigan and Ohio.

SRates are chown for ages 1ld-44 years.

€Data include all remarrieges in Michigan and Ohio.

7Figures are included in all marriages.

This report presents summary tabulations from the final marriage statistics
for 1971. More detailed tabulations for 1971 will be published in Vifal
Statistics of the United States, Volume II-Mayrriage and Divorce. Prior to
the publication of that volume, the National Center for Health Statistics
. will respond to requests for unpublished data whenever possible,
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TECHNICAL NOTES

SAMPLING ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EXPRESSED AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL: MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION

STATE, 1971
[Figures for Alaska, Delaware, Vermont, and Wyoming have no sampling errors because all records were tabulateé]
Sampling error of estimated frequency Sampling error of estimated frequency
expressed as percentage of area total expressed as percentage of area total
Area Area
lor 92 |10 or 90|25 or 75 50 lor99 |10 or 90 |25 or 75 50
Marriage-registration area---~ 471 1,420 2,049  2,366|[Registration States-——Con.
Michigan 132 397 573 662
Registration States: Minnecot 53 159 229 265
b 66 198 285 330{ Mississippi 33 100 144 186
Alask e e e +e-il Missouri 67 203 284 339
Californi 178 536 774 893 Mon' 8 25 37 42
Connecticut 3L 23 134 154 Nebras) 24 74 108 123
New Hampshires-se~eeoccoovomvononus 10 30 43 50
Delawar ves aes
New Jex 71 214 309 357
District of Columbie----- 8 25 35 41 sey
Florid o 247 528 a11f New Yor 175 526 760 877
Georgi 110 330 477 551|| North Carolina---—-==---mmmmmmmamee 66 199 288 332
Ohio 138 415 599 9L
. Oregon: 27 81 17 135
Hawaii 10 30 43 49
Tdsho 21 54 92 107]] Fennsylvenisss-wwmmeooooomooeooooo 137 413 596 588
I1linoi 147 445 842 741|| Rhode Islend 9 27 38 44
Indi 72 217 313 361lff South Caroling--—-—--=—creememmcamen 72 217 313 362
To 32 % 139 161 South Dekot 1 32 18 53
Kan 30 20 130 150 T 67 202 291 338
Utah 11 32 47 54
Kentuck 57 171 246 284 Vermon vas ses ver cae
Louisi 38 115 166 191f| Virgini 68 206 297 343
Main 11 33 47 55| West VArginig--------co-eemmeconmae 26 78 113 130
Maryland 87 203 293 338| Wisconsin 56 lee 243 280
Massack 65 196 283 327| Wyoming . ..
Place and Time of Occurrence TQ FEF = B
B 235 E »
28 24T £ §
Marriages are those performed during the year. Mar- gz FPE¥ ; T
> . 5 C
riages and marriage rates for States and other areas are FE EZ{”_E 2 g
: g < t
by place of occurrence, In table 2, however, figures for £2 §3 ’i 2 9
marriages shown for some States are by place and date the g§ : T4 g
marriage license was issued, o 8 £2Z 7
=] 5 A 2
S ~ ;‘_’, g Z
g S
= -
=
o
5
Sources of Data 2
m
Figures in tables 1 and 2 are based on totals reported
by States and counties. All other figures in the tables are
based on data tabylated from probability samples of records
selected in the National Center for Health Statistics from
copies of the records sent in by States participating in the
marriage-registration area, For the 2 years 1969-70,
39 States and the District of Columbia participated; for
1971, 41 States and the District of Columbia,
c
g
Marriage Sample ﬁg
2m
u 3z
Records were sampled at different rates designed to 2 gg
give a sample of at least 2,500 records for each State ex- 5’ 2 o bt
s !
cept four, where less than 5,000 marriages were performed. L 9 T3
For these States all records were included in the sample, a ° 2o
One-half of all records were included from seven States )g>
and the District of Columbia, one-fifth from nine States, ~ ;
one-tenth from 14 States, and one-twentieth from seven 4
States, Sampling errors shown in the table above are for g
=

frequencies which equal a specified percent ‘of 1971 totals
for each State and the MRA,

GPD 882-053
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