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The upward trend in divorce continued in 1970,
and provisional data indicate that it continued through
1973. From 1969 to 1970 the national divorce total in-
creased 10,8 percent, the rate per 1,000 population,
9.4 percent, and the rate per 1,000 married women,
11.2 percent,

From 1962, the last year before the growth of
divorces began, to 1970 national divorce totals in-
creased 71 percent, from 413,000 to 708,000, During
the 1962-70 period, divorce increases were observed
every year, and the totals for 1969 and 1970 were
higher than the previous highest peak, 610,000 in 1946,
The rate per 1,000 rotal population grew from 2,2 to
3.5, and the rate per 1,000 married women increased
from 9.4 to 14.9,

Divorce totals and rates increased in a majority
of States from 1969 to 1970, Boththe total and the rate
declined only in one State, Nevada, In several States
the changes are connected with the liberalization of
divorce laws, The most prominent example of such
change is in New York, where a new law became ef-

fective in 1967 and the divorce total increased from
7,136 in 1967 to 26,404 in 1970,

Information about various characteristics of di-
vorces and divorced persons is available only from
the States that participate in the divorce-registration
area (DRA). In 1970 and 1969, 28 States were in-
cluded in the DRA, in 1968, 26 States, and in 1963,
22 States,

During the period of divorce increase, 1963-70,
the duration of marriage at time of decree and the
ages of the divorcing husbands and wives declined
consistently in the DRA and in almost all partici-
pating States, Both duration and age had shown a
tendency to increase in the early 1960's. The median
duration of marriage at time of decree declined in
the DRA from 7.5 years in 1963 to 6.9 in 1969 and
6.7 in 1970, The median age of husband at time of
divorce declined from 34.8 years in 1963 to 33,5 in
1969 and 32.9 in 1970, For divorcing wives comparable
medians were 31.3, 30.1, and 29.8, These declines
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2 MONTHLY VITAL STATISTICS REPORT
Table 1. DIVORCES AND RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DIVISION, AND STATE, 1968-70

[Data are counts of decrees granted (including reported annulments end dissolutions of marriege) supplied by States except as noted. Figures for the divorce~
registration States differ slightly from those baged on sample date showm in table 5. Rates per 1,000 population in each area estimated as of July 1, 1968
end 1963 and enumerated as of April 1, 1970]

Number Rate Number Rate
Region, division, Region, division,
and State end State
1970 1969 1968 | 1970 [1969 | 1968 1970 1969 1s68 | 1970 | 1969 | 1968
708,000 | 639,000 S84,000] 3.5 3.2| 2.9 | West North Central—Con.
17,852 | 17,578 | 16,474| 3.8} 38| 386
985 910 68| L.6| 15| La
86,000 77,000| 65,000 L8| 18| 1.3 1,357 1,255 1,245 2.0} L9 1.9
186,000 | 177.000| 162.000| 3.3| s2| 2.9 5,712 3,275 3,010 2.5 2.3 21
242,000 | 225,000 211,000 39| 36| 34 8,785 7,956 7,144] 59| 3.4 31
194,000 | *159,000 | *145,000| 5.6 *4.7| 4.3
1,732 1,550 L,0235| 32| 29| L9
Northeast: 9,252 8,827 8,151 | 2.4 | 23| 2.2
Wew England: 25,807 | 24,268 22,255 2.2 2.1| Le 2,268 2,813 2,204 50| 2.9{ a7
Middle Atlantic- 59,860 | 53,180 43,131 L6 L4 w2 11,879 [ 11,417 | 10,6771 2.6 | 2.4| 2.3
North Centrel: 5,584 4,772 4,243 | 3.2| 2.6| 2.4
East North Central------ 2129,828 | 1131,107 | ‘119,703 x| 3.3 3.0 13,702 [ 12,872 | 12,461 | 2.7 | 2.5 2.4
West North Centrel------ 43,169 | 45,485| 41,809 3.0 2.8| 2.6 5,829 5,435 4,518 23/ 2.0 L7
Souths 18,648 | 17,515 [ 15,580| 4.1 | 37| 5.4
South Atlantic 106,105 | 99,400 90,487| 35| 33| 3.0 37,208 | 34,899 | 51,6204 5.5 5.5} 5.1
East Sowth Centrel- 50,607 | 46,859 | 43,251| 4.0| 3.8| =3 Ea;:nii‘c‘;; Central: 10,564 o 655 soor| 33| so0| 51
West South Central®---- 82,747 | 76,6 75,52 * .9 .9 - ) s s . . .
Vet e ; -8 1588 3 5 16,625 | 15,574 | 1s472| a.2| 9| 38
Mountain®~ 48,995 | 47,279 42,807 5.9 % * ema- 15,108 | 14,146 | 12,918 4.4 £.0] 3.8
Pacific- 104,696 | 110.882 [ 102643 | 5.5| 43| 4.0 | IMesissipel 8,211 | 7,506 | 7,020 37| 32| 3.0
. West South Central
New Englend: 2 2
MBINomm e I 3,853 3,392 5,105 3.9 55| =2 9,310 9,152 8,485 | 24.8 | 4.6 4.3
2,433 2,280 2,073 3.35| 32| 3.0 5,085 4,865 3,826 * * *
1008 705 760l 23] ns| Ls 16,842 | 15,728 | 14,367 | 6.6 | 61| 5.7
10,984 | 10,787 9,993 1.9{ 20| 1.8 51,530 | 46,918 | 48,852} 4.6 | 4.2/ &5
1,687 1,267 71| 1.8 | 1.4| L1
5 812 5749 53511 19| Le| Les 3,047 2,808 2,598 1 4.4 | 4.0| 3.7
? ’ ’ 3,612 3,506 35,2781 51| 49| &7
26,404 | 21,18¢| 14,861 1.5| 12| o8 i) LRy LEGY sS4 St 82
10,834 | 10,416 7,844 1.5{ 15| 11 0, gg 3’5 5’5 : 4 %3 -
22,622 | 21,580, 20,326 L9 | 1.8| L7 4,3 3,539 | 2,585 | 4.3 * *
12,714 | 21,018 | 10,701 | 7.2] 7.0 6.4
3,912 3,841 5,30 | 37| 37| &3
39,302 | 35,558 | 31,619 | 3.7 . 8 s , ,
2157155 | °23.596 | 23,503 . si‘g 32'3 el 9,138 | 20,951 | 10,105 | 18.7 | 24.0| 22.5
36,450 | 35,974 32,119 53| =z3| og |Faciilc:
29:993 233347 25:405 54 2| 2.8 Weghington- 17,887 16,815 15,789 5.2 4.9 2.8
8,930 7,832 6,967 2.0| 1s| 1.7 9,583 8,643 8,256 | 4.6 | 45| 41
112,942 | 81,546 | 75,416 [ 5.7{ 42| 39
8,290 7,551 8,704 | 2.2| z.0| 18 1,695 1,516 1,315 | 5.6 5.4] 4.8
7,188 6,958 5610| 25| 25| 2.3 2,589 | 2,342 | 1,865 | 5.4 29| 2.4
lpigures include estimates.
2. s
Dete are incomplete.
Spate are estimeted. Table 3. MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRIAGE PRIOR TO DIVORCE OR
“Date are for divorce records filed: ANNULMENT: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGIS-
TRATION STATE, 1968-70
Table 2. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS AND RATES: UNITED STATES {pesed on semple date. ltedlsns computed on data by siogle years, excluding
’ duretion of marriege not steted. The dlvorce~registration area included
1950-70 26 States in 1963 and 26 Stetes in 1969 and 197¢]
[Da.ta. refer only to events occurring within the United States. Alaske in- Medien duretion of merrie
cluded beginning with 1959 and Haweii with 1960) ’ © e year: marriege
Aree
Rate per 1,000%— 1970 1969 1968
Divorces
Year and R Divorce-registration sreg-e-rm- ——————— 8.7 8.9 7.0
annulments Tobal Mar;:;ed women
population b A1sb s. 5.6 6.1
snd. over Alesks 5.4 5.8 5.9
Crliforni, 6.8 6.9 7.1
Connecticut 8.8 8.9 9.0
1970~ 708,000 3.5 14.9 Georgt 4 5.2 g
1969 639,000 3.2 13.4 Hawail 7.2 7.5 7.0
1968 - 584,000 2.9 12.5
1967 523,000 2.6 11,2 Tdaho 4.6 5.0 4.9
1966 499,000 2.5 10.9 Tllinoi 8.5 6.7 6.7
1965 479,000 2.5 10.6 To 5.6 5.7 6.1
1964 450,000 2.4 10.0 Kan 5.1 5.4 5.9
19635~- 428,000 2.5 9.6 Kentucky 5.7 5.8
1962 413,000 2.2 9.4 Marylend 8.8 9.2 8.8
1961, 414,000 2.3 2.6
1960 393,000 2.2 9.2 Michigan 7.0 7.1 7.5
1959 395,000 2,2 9.3 MisEouri 5.4 5.8 8.7
1988ummmn e o e 368,000 2.1 8.9 Momban: g o o7
1957 381,000 2.2 9.2 Yew Yor) 9.5 9.4
1956 382,000 2.3 9.4 ohio a3 o7 e
195 377,000 2.3 9.3 orego 5.9 5.8 5.0
1954 379,000 2.4 9.5 Pennsylvani 8.1 8.5 9.1
195 390,000 2.5 9.9
1952 392,000 2.5 10.1 Rhode Island a2 9.1 9.0
1951 381,000 2.5 9.9 South Dakot 5.9 5.6 7.3
1950 385,000 2.6 10.3 T 5.6 5.7 5.9
Utah: 5.3 5.5 5.8
s Vermon 8.3 9.1 9.0
1Data are_'based on population enumerated as of April 1 for 1950, 1960 Virgini 7.7 8.4 8.8
and 1970, estimeted as of July 1 for all other years. Wisconsi 7.9 8.0 8.6
Wyoning: 1.8 4.9 5.0
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occurred in spite of high median ages in most States
that were added to the DRA after 1963,

Many children are intimately involved in the di-
vorces of their parents, In 1970 in the DRA 60 per-
cent of divoxcing couples had children under 18 years
of age. The remaining 40 percent either had no chil-
dren or had children 18 years of age or older. Of the
divorcing couples, 25 percent reported one child
under 18 years; 19 percent, two children; 10 percent,
three children; and 7 percent, four or moré children.
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The total number of children under 18 years of
age involved in divorce in the United States was esti-
mated at 870,000 in 1970. When this number is.added
to 708,000 husbands and as many wives, a total is
obtained of 2,286,000 persons involved in divorce that
year, 11.2 persons per 1,000 total population. The
number of all persons involved in divorce was 2,118,000
in 1969 and 2,286,000 in 1970, This number increased
7.9 percent from 1969 to 1970 and 61,2 percent from
1963-to 1970.

Table 4. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES
AND ANNULMENTS: UNITED STATES, 1954-70
[Refers only to events occurring within the United States. For 1860-70

ectimated from frequencies based on sample; for all other years, estimated
from totel counts]

Estimated | Average Estimated| Average
Year number of | number of Year mmber of | mmber of

children children children children

involved | per decree involved |per decree
870,000 1.22
840,000 1.31 | 1961°-mecmom—a—m 516,000 1.25
784,000 1.34 -| 463,000 1.18
701,000 1.34 -| 488,000 1.18
€63,000 1.34 -| 398,000 1.08
630,000 1.32 -| 379,000 0.99
€13,000 1.36 ~-| 361,000 0.95
862,000 1.51 -| 347,000 0.92
532,000 1.29 | 1954mmummnnan—| 341,000 [e3-Ts]

lRstimates are baced on DRA frequencies instead of the 16 States previously

used.

ZRevised.

Table 5. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN REPORTED: DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION
STATE, 1970

[Es.sed cn carple data. Data relate to children under 18 years of age except as noted]

All Iiumber of children reported
Area divorces
- and

ennulments lone 1 2 3 4 S or more Not stated

Divorce-reniztiration arca===eeemeenee 459,423 164,517 100,8€3 76,858 38,868 17,734 11,275 19,478
Alnbara, 15,070 5,030 3,370 2,540 1,170 380 330 2,250
Alnxk 1,621 71 374 710 16 85 89 39
California® 111,120 44,630 25,910 18,780 9,300 3,480 1,750 7,210
Connecticut 5,820 1,694 1,460 1,226 €76 330 184 240
Georpl 18,640 7,395 4,058 2,855 1,320 490 355 2,370
Hawail 2,555 815 551 535 275 153 141 25
Tdaho® 5,552 1,460 808 €40 314 148 93 84
Illinoi 36,440 13,630 8,300 6,E40 3,530 1,640 1,100 1,600
Iowa 7,078 2,486 1,770 1,282 776 ZE8 258 l2s
K 8,680 3,362 2,096 1,578 870 430 248 96
Kentucky 10,6920 4,645 2,600 1,585 885 405 310 260
Maryland 9,225 3,485 1,670 1,355 670 265 160 1,620
Michip 29,940 11,360 6,790 5,690 3,010 1,700 1,210 180
Migsouri 17,845 7,755 4,265 3,050 1,540 695 405 135
Hon 3,060 1,142 754 570 322 138 86 €8
Nebraska® 3,696 1,250 938 716 426 194 154 18
Hew York 26,400 9,680 6,370 5,330 2,480 1,270 730 540
Ohio 39,370 14,550 9,680 7,490 4,080 1,940 1,330 300
Oregon 9,570 3,275 2,045 1,860 895 400 240 855
Penngylvani. 22,590 8,120 5,650 4,550 1,990 940 620 720
Rhode Island 1,693 501 371 356 206 94 78 87
South Dakot 1,358 489 354 225 138 86 76 -
T 16,550 6,970 4,250 2,645 1,330 590 415 350
Utah 3,628 1,220 854 BS6 418 216 130 134
Vermor 1,027 259 242 200 143 91 53 39
Virgini 12,010 5,005 3,045 2,175 905 555 250 75
Wisconsi 8,360 2,738 1,902 1,686 998 568 442 26
Wyoming 1,807 740 434 313 165 73 83 29

lData are for mmber of living children.

. Zpata are for number of children affected by decree.
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TECHNIGAL NOTES

Place and Time of Occurrence

Divorces and amnnulments are shown in all tables by
State where decree was granted, which is also the State of
legal residence of the plaintiff. The time of divoxce or annul-
ment is based on the date the decree was granted.

Sofirces of Data

Figures in tables 1 and 2 are basedon totals of divorce
or annulment decrees tabulated and reported by States and
counties. Figures in tables 3 and 5 are based on probability
samples of divorce and annulment records that were coded
and tabulated in this office.

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several
methods, Estimates for 1954-59 were prepared on the as-
sumption that the average number of children per decree for
the Nation was identical with that for the reporting States.
The figure for 1960 was based on anationwide sample, Fig-
ures for 1961-70 were prepared by multiplying the national
divorce total by the average number of children per decree
found in the combined States with satisfactory reporting of
the number of children, There were 16 such States in 1961~
69, and all 28 registration States in 1970.

SAMPLING ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EX-
PRESSED AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAL: DIVORCE-
REGISTRATION AREA, 1968-70, AND THE 28 REGISTRA-
TION STATES, 1970

[Figures for Alasks, Hawaii, Montana, Rhode Island, South Da-
kote, Vermont, and Wyoming have no sempling errors because
all records were ta.bulated]

Sempling error of estimated
frequency expressed as per-
Ares and year centage of area total
lor 99 |10 or 90|25 or 75| 50
Divorce-registration area:
1970 (28 States)=mmmr—m-= 171 517 746 | 861
1969 (28 States)-----=--= 189 478 890 797
11968 (26 States)w—=--mm-= 145 436 830 | 727
Registration States, 1970:
37 111 160 | 184
100 303 437 505
8 23 33 38
27 82 118 | 137
6 18 26 30
57 172 248 | 286
8 28 37 43
9 28 41 47
21 62 89| 103
19 58 83| 96
52 156 225 | 260
27 80 116 | 134
8 18 26 31
New York: 49 146 211 244
Ohio 59 178 258 287
Oregon=mrmmmmm—————————— 19 59 85 98
Pennsylvanie- 45 135 195 226
Rhode Island- .- e Ve .
South Dekota~ . e vee aee
TeNNesSeemmmmmmmmmmm————— 26 77 112 129
Utah 6 19 28 32
22 65 94| 108
10 29 42 49

Divorce Samples

Sample data used to estimate the 1970 frequencies in
table 5 and the frequencies used to compute median duration
of marriage for 1967-70 in table 3 were selected by using
four different sampling’ rates, depending on the size of the
annual divorce total for a State, The rates were 10, 20, 50,
or 100 percent of the divorces granted in a State. Samples
were selected only from the States that participated in the
divorce-registration area.

Sampling errors are given in the table for the estimates
which constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the
annual divorce totals, These sampling errors are given for
the divorce-registration area and each registration State
for 1970 data and only for the divorce-registration area for
1968 and 1969 data.

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES

Data not available-------ewmmommcmeece o meeem o -
Category not applicable
Quantity zero-------------=-= -
Quantity more than O but less than 0.05---=-~------ 0.0
Figure does not meet standards of reliability or

Precision---=emmmmmmmmmm oo e mem oo
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