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The upward trend in divorce continued in 1970, 
and provisional data indicate that it continued &rough 
1973. From 1969 to 1970 the national divorce total in-
creased 10.8 percent, the rate per 1,000 population, 
9.4 percent, and the rate per 1,000 married women, 
11.2 percent. 

From 1962, the Iast year before the growth of 
divorces began, to 1970 national divorce totals in-
creased 71 percent, horn 413,000 to 708,000. During 
the 1962-70 period, divorce increases were observed 
every year, and the totals for 1969 and 1970 were 
higher than the previous highest peak, 610,000 in 1946. 
The rate per 1,000 total population grew from 2.2 to 
3.5, and the rate per 1,000 married women increased 
from 9.4 to 14.9. 

Divorce totals and rates increased in a majority 
of States from 1969 to 1970. Both the total and the rate 
decIined only in one State, Nevada. In several States 
the changes are connected with the liberalization of 
divorce laws. The most prominent example of such 
change is in New York, where a new law became ef­

fective in 1967 and the divorce total increased from 
7,136 in 1967 to 26,404 in 1970. 

Information about various characteristics of di­
vorces and divorced persons is available only from 
the States that participate in the divorce-registt-ation 
area (ERA). In 1970 and 1969, 28 States were in­
cluded in the DRA, in 1968, 26 States, and in 1963, 
22 States. 

During the period of divorce increase, 1963-70, 
the duration of marriage at time of decree and the 
ages of the divorcing husbands and wives declined 
consistently in the DRA and in almost all partici­
pating States. Both duration and age had shown a 
tendency to increase in the early 1960’s. The median 
duration of marriage at time of decree declined in 
the DRA from 7.5 years in 1963 to 6.9 in 1969 and 
6.7 in 1970. The median age of husband at time of 
divorce declined from 34.8 years in 1963 to 33.5 in 
1969 and 32.9 in 1970. For divorcing wives comparable 
medians were 31.3, 30.1, and 29.8. These declines 
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2 MONTHLY VITAL STATISTICS REPORT 
Table 1. DIVORCES AND RATES: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, DIVISION,AND STATE, 1968-70


[Data are c.vntu of decrees granted (including reported mulments end dissolutions .f marriage) eupplied by States sxcept as noted,. Fi&_Lwesfor the divo?ce.

registration Ststes differ slightly fmrn those based on sample data shm in table 5. Re.tesper 1,000 population in each area estimated aB of JI?J.Y
1, 1968

and 1969 and enumerated as of April 1, 1970]


Number Rate Number Rate 
ReCion, division, — Region, divi,si.an, 

and State and State 

1970 1969 1968 ,970 969 L968 
t--

1970 1969 19a8 1970 1969 1968 

United Statesl------ 709,0$?0 639,000 5S4,000 3.5 3.2 2.9 West
North Centr.%1-con. + 
Missouri 17,.952 17,576 16,474 3.8 3.8 3.6 
North Dakota---------- 965 910 868 L 6 1.5 L 4Region:


Northeast--------------- 86,000 77,000 65,000 1.8 1.6 1.3 South Dakota---------- 1,357 1,255 1,245 2.0 1.9 1.9


Southl------------------ 242,cxx 225,OCO 211,000 3.9 3.6 3.4 
Kansas---------------- 8,785 7,956 7,144 3.9 3.4 3.1 

West-------------------- 1S4,000 .159,000 .145,000 5.6 14.7 14.3 South Atlantic: 
Delaware-------------- 1,732 1,550 1,CQ3 3.2 2.9 1.9 

Northeast: Maryland 9,252 8,627 8,151 2.4 2.3 2.2 

New En@wd 
Middle At16,ntic 

25,8u7 
59,660 

24,266 
53,180 

22,253 
43,131 

2.2 
1.6 

2.1 
1.4 

1.9 
1.2 

Diotrict of Colwnbia--
Virginia--------------

2,268 
3.3.,879 

2,313 
3.1.,417 

2,2o4 
10,677 

3.0 
2.6 

2.9 
2.4 

2.7 
2.3 

North Centrall 166,009 177,000 162,000 3.3 3.2 2.9 Nebraska-+ 3,712 3,273 3,010 2.5 2.3 2.1


No?th Central: West Virginia--------- 3,584 4,772 4,243 3.2 2.6 2.4


East North Central------ ~129,828 131,107 119,703 * 13.3 13.0 North Carolina-------- 13,702 12,672 12,461 2.7 2.3 2.4


West Worth Central------ 4S,169 45,4%3 41,9c9 3.0 2.8 2.6 South Carolirm 5,.929 5,435 4,518 2.3 2.0 1.7


South: Georgia--------------- 18,649 17,315 15,590 4.1 3.7 3.4


South Atlantic---------- 106,1CE 99,400 90,4S7 3.5 3.3 3.0 Florida--------------- 37,2C6 34,s99 31,620 5.5 5.5 5.1


East South Central 50,607 46,859 43,231 4.0 3.6 3.3 East South Central:


)iestfiouthCentra12----- 82,747 76,663 75,528 * 3.9 3.9 Kentucky 10,664 9,633 9,821 3.3 3.0 3.1


West.: Tennessee 16,623 1.5,374 13,472 4.2 3.9 3.4


M0unt8in2--------------- 4s,995 47,279 42>817 5.9 ?< * Alabama--------------- 15,103 14,146 12,918 4.4 4.0 3.6 
sippi----------- s,211 7,306 7,020 3.7 3.2 3.0Pacific----------: 144,696 110,662 102,643 5.5 4.3 4.0 Nissia 

Jest South Central :New England: 
l.$.ine------------------- 3,853 3,392 3,10s 3.9 3.5 3.2 Arkan.5aB 26,310 9,152 6,463 24.8 4.6 4.3 

New Hanpshire----------- 2,433 2,260 2,073 3.3 3.2 3.0 LOuisima’ 5,o63 4,685 3,626 *


Vemont ----------------- 1,028 793 76o 2.3 L 8 1.6 Oklahoma-------------- 16,642 3.5,72s 14,367 6.6 6.; 5.:


Massachusetts----------- 10.994 10,787 9,993 1.9 2.c 1.8 Te?+as 51,530 46,91.s 49,852 4.6 4.2 4.3


Shode Islmd ------------ 1;667 1,267 971 1.8 1.4 1.1 Mountain:


Connecticut------------- 5,812 5,749 5,351 1.9 1.9 1.8 
Mont&n& -------------- 3,047 2,806 2,566 4.4 4.0 3.7


Middle Atlantic: Idaho----------------- 3,63.2 3,306 3,276 5.1 4.9 4.7


New York---------------- 26,4o4 21,184 14,?361 1.5 L 2 0.6 
t7jming 1,797 1,722 1,610 5.4 5.4 5.1


New Jersey-------------- 10,834 10,416 7,944 1.5 1.5 L 1 Colorado 10,400 8,996 8,552 4.7 4.3 4.2


PennBylv.mi6------------ 22,622 21,580 20,326 1.9 1.8 L 7 New Metico2----------- 4,373 3,539 2,585 4.3 *


East Worth Central : Ariz0na4-------------- 12,714 11,918 10,701 7.2 7.0 6.?


Ohio-------------------- 39,3rr2 35,.558 31,619 3.7 3.3 3.0 Uteh------------------ 3,912 3,841 3,390 3.7 3.7 3.3


lndian~ 215.133 323,396 323,593 * 34.6 34.‘1 Nevada---------------- 9,136 10,951 10,103 16.7 24.0 22.5


Illinois---------------- 36;450 35,974 32,119 3.3 3.3 2.9 Pacific:


bEchigm ---------------- 29,993 26,347 25,4o3 3.4 3.2 2.9 Wamington------------ 17,887 16,63.5 15,7’69 5.2 ] 4.9 4.8


{Wiscon
sin--------------- 6,93o 7,632 6,967 2.0 L 9 1.7 Oregon---------------- 9,583 E,643 6,25I3 4.6 4.3 4.1


West North Central: California IJ.2,942 61,546 75,416 5.7 4.2 3.9


Minnemta 8,290 7,531 6,704 2.2 2.c 1.6 Alaska---------------- 1,695 1,516 1,33.3 5.6 5.4 4.8


Iowa-------------------- 7,166 6,956 6,464 2.5 2.5 2.3 Hawaii 2,589 2,342 1,863 3.4 2.9 2.4

I . 

lFigures include esti.mate!3.

‘Data are incomplete.

%ta are estimated. Table3. MEDIAN DuRATION OF MARRIAGE PRIOR TO DNORCE OR

%ata al-e for ait.02.~e
records filed . ANNULMENY DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REG38-


TRATION STATE, 1968-70


Table 2. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS AND RATES: UNITED STATES, [&ed on sample data. Nedi@na computed on data by single years, excluding

duz’ati.nof marriage not d-ted. me divorce-registrationarea included


1950-70 26 states in 1968 @“d 2S States in 1669 and 1970]


[Data refer only to events occurrins within the United States. Alaska in- Csdim durationof narriage 
cluded beginnin8 with 1959 and Hwaii with 1960] in Years 

Area 

Bate per 1,00+— 1970 1968

Divorces 
Year and Divorce-re8ietrationare-------------- 6.7 6.9 7.n 

annulments Total 
{arriad wanen 

15 years 

Alaska 5.4 5.6 5.9 
Cdifomia 6.6 6.9 7.1 

197C--------------------------
1S69--------------------------

7?8,000 
639,000 

3.5 
3.2 

14.9 

13.4 

Connecticut----------------------------------
Georgia 
Hawaii 

6.6 
5.4 
7.2 

8.9 
5.2 
7.3 

9.0 
5,5 
7.0 

196S-------------------------- 5s4,000 2.9 12.5 
1967-------------------------- 523,000 2.6 11.2 Idaho 4.6 5.0 4.9 
1966-------------------------- 499,000 2.5 10.9 Tllinoi,------------------------------------- 6.6 6.7 6.7 

1965-------------------------- 479,000 2.3 10.6 Iowa----------------------------------------- 5.6 5.7 s.1 

1964-------------------------- 450,000 2.4 10.0 K.”*.S8 5.1 5.4 5.9 

1963-------------------------- 428,000 2.3 9.6 Kentucky 5.7 5.8 

1962-------------------------- 413,000 2.2 9.4 ~wlmd S.8 9.2 8.6 

popuhti.” 
and over 

Alabma 5.3 5.6 6.1 

19s1-------------------------- 414,000 2.3 9.6

196c-------------------------- 393,000 2.2 9.2 Michi&m------------------------------------- 7.0 7.1 7.3


1959-------------------------- 395,000 2.2 9.3	 Mimouri 5.4 5.6 5.7 

195s-------------------------- 368,000 2.1 8.9 
Nebra8k&------------------------------------- 6.0 6.2 6.7 

1957-------------------------- 3.91,000 2.2 9.2 New York 9.3 9.4 ... 
1956-------------------------- 382,000 2.3 9.4 Ohio 6.3 6.7 7.2 
1955-------------------------- 377,000 2.3 9.3 Ore~On 5.9 5.6 6.0 
1954-------------------------- 379,000 2.4 9.5 ?em,ylvmia 6.1 8.5 9.1 
1953-------------------------- 390.000 2.5 9.9 
1952-------------------------- 392;o0o 2.5 10.1 Phode Island 9.2 9.1 9.0 
1931-------------------------- 381,000 2.5 9.9 ,%uth Dakota--------------------------------- 5.9 6.6 7.3 
195!2-------------------------- 385,000 2.6 10.3 Tennee.ee 5.6 5.7 5.9 

Utah 5.3 5.5 5.6 
Vemont a.3 9.1 9.0 

‘Data are based on population enumerated .%sof April 1 for 
and 1970,esttieted as of July 1 for all other years. 

1!3:0,1960 Vir@ti~ 
Wi,cmsin 

7.7 
7.9 

6.4 
8.c 

8.8 
8.6 

Montana-------------------------------------- 3.1 5.6 3.7 

Nyc.ndng 4.6 4.9 5.0
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occurred in spite of high median ages in most States The total number of children under 18 years of 
that were added to the DRA after 1963. age involved in divorce in the United States was esti­

* Many children are intimately involved in the di- mated at 870,000 in 1970. When this number is. added 
vorces of their parents. In 1970 in the DRA 60 per- to 708,000 husbands and as many wives, a total is 
cent of divorcing couples had children under 18 years obtained of 2,286,000 persons involved in divorce that 
of age. ‘Tlze remaining 40 percent either had no chil- year, 11.2 persons per 1,000 total population. The 
dren or had children 18 years of age or older. Of the number of all persons involved in divorce was 2,118,000 
divorcing couples, 25 percent reported one child in 1969 and 2,286,000 in 1970. This number increased 
under 18 years; 19 percent, two children; 10 percent, 7.9 percent from 1969 to 1970 and 61.2 percent from 
three children; and 7 percent, four or more children. 1963to 1970. 

800,000 

UNITEDSTATES,1954.70 .... .# 

[Refers O* t. event. mxrri.w within the mite. states. For 266*7o 

,...’ estfmated fmnn frequencies based on smqle; for a21 other years, estimated 

...$ from totti counts] 

70.2000 ,..’ 

.*’’’’” 
.*...*’ 

Tsble 4. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES 
DwOkces AND CHILDREN lNV0LVED2 my,,, .. . ...-AND ANNULMENTS: UiViTED STATES, 1954-70 

.i,.!t~, 
Estbated Average Estimated A%-erage


*..’ nmlba of number of number of number of600,000 Numbwot .sh[ld,cn ...... Year 
children Cbilaren 

Year 
CMJ-al-en Cbilai-en

# 
“o,. involved per decree imrolvea per decree 

,4,”,,, 
500,000 # 

,,., 
*.-...,.. 197C4--------- 870,003 1.22 

40’000+<
....’ 1969---------- 840,000 1.31 12612--------- 513,mo 1.25 

,,... 196s---------- 784,00!3 1.34 l.96*_____ 453,000 1.16 
of dtvorces 1967---------- 701,mo 1.34 l.2s9---------- 468,000 1.1s~ 1966---------- 669,090 1.34 3.g5&------ 396,000 L Cr3 

300,000 1.

b! 
J 19e5-.-------- 63o,COO L 32 2.257---------- 379,000 0.99 

or , I I I , I I I , I 1 I , I ! 12642--------- mz, 000 1.36 185a---------- 361,000 0.95 
1ss4 1s6 Wsa lMO 1s62 1’36! 1s ,Sa ,s7, 1963~--------- S62,009 1.31 1955---------- 347,000 0.92 

J.96#_____ 532,030 1.29 le54---------- 341,00+) 0.9Q


lEst@tes are base. on DFA frequencies instead of tbe 16 States pretiozsly


wed.

%vJ.sed.


Table 5. DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER OF CRILDREN RSPORTED DIVORCE-REGISTRATION ASEA AND EACI-I REGISTRATION 
STATE, 1970 

[E=ed 0. mnple data. Dsta relate to children under 18 yemc c.fS.L’C noted]
except .s.s


All Ermbcr of children reported 
divcmcm

Am-l 
and I 

cnnulmnt z I:me 3 4 5 or more Not otated 
I-J--L-

I/i -m::i:,
..,orcc tra%im mm------------ 1E4,517 Ioo,esa 76,638 38,968 17,734 11,275 19,478

—


Alribma 15,070 5,03!0 3,370 2,540 1,170 3$30 330 2,250 
AIMw------------------------------------- 1,E92 671 374 310 136 95 69 39 
Califomicil-------------------------------- 111,120 44,690 25,910 1B,7E0 9,300 3,480 1,750 7>210 
Conr,ccticut 5,e20 1,694 1,460 1,236 676 330 184 240 
Gear@------------------------------------ 1s,S20 7,395 4,055 2,655 1,520 355 2,370 

Hawaii 2,5:,5 913 551 5!25 275 la3 141 25 
3,552 1>460 898 640 314 148 98 84 

Illinois----------------------------------- 36,440 L3,630 8,300 !6,640 3,330 1,640 1,100 1,600 
Iowa --------------------------------------- 7,078 2,4e6 1>770 1,292 776 368 25s 128 
Ikulmfi 8,660 3,362 2,096 1,57B 670 430 248 96 

Kentucky 10,690 4,643 2,600 1,525 8e3 403 310 I 260 
Itijlnnd----------------------------------- 9,225 3,42s 1>670 1,355 670 265 160 1,620 
MichlCm 29,940 11,360 6,790 5,690 3,010 1,700 1,210 160 
Mimouri 17;845 7;755 4,265 3,050 1,540 695 405 135 
Montana------------------------------------ 3,060 1,142 734 570 322 1.56 86 68 
Nebraska=---------------------------------- 3,696 1,250 938 716 426 194 154 18 

new York 26.400 9,680 6,370 5,250 2,A80 1,270 730 540 
Ohio--------------------------------------- 59;370 14,550 9,6do 7,490 4,080 1,940 1,330 300 
Orecon------------------------------------- 9,570 3,275 2,M5 1,860 895 400 240 835 
Pemnylvmia 22,590 8,120 5,630 4,550 1.990 940 620 720 
Rhode Island------------------------------- 1,693 501 371 356 94 78 87 
South I&eta ------------------------------- 1>358 489 334 235 138 86 76 

Temc$oee 16,550 6,970 4,250 2,645 1,330 390 42.5 350 
Utah--------------------------------------- 3,620 1,220 654 656 418 216 130 134 
Vemont ------------------------------------ 1,027 259 242 2W 143 91 53 39 
V@iriia 12,010 5,003 3,045 2,173 905 555 230 75 
Vizconsin---------------------------------- 8,360 2,738 1,902 1,686 998 568 442 26 

4341,807 740 -L 313 163 73 53 29 

ltMn are for rmiber of living children.

%3ta are for nmber of children EMfeete. by decree.
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TECHNICAL NOTES 

Place and Time of Occurrence 

Divorces and amulments are shown in all tables by 
State where decree was granted, which is also the State of 
legal residence of the plaintiff. The time of divorce or annul­
ment is based on the date tbe decree was granted. 

So~rces of Data 

Figures in tables 1 and 2 are based on totals of divorce 
or annulment decrees tabulated and’ reported by States and 
counties. Figures in tables 3 and 5 are based on probability 
samples of divorce and annulment records that were coded 
and tabulated in this office. 

Figures in table 4 were estimated by using several 
methods. Estimates for 1954-59 were prepared on the as­
sumption that the average number of children per decree for 
the Nation was identical with that for the reporting States. 
The figure for 1960 was based on a nationwide sample. Fig­
ures for 1961-70 were prepared by multiplying the national 
divorce total by the average number of children per decree 
found in the combined States with satisfactory reporting of 
the number of children. There were 16 such States in 1961-
69, and all 28 registration States in 1970. 

Divorce Samples 

Sample data used to estimate the 1970 frequencies in 
table 5 and the frequencies used to compute median duration 
of marriage for 1967-70 in table 3 were selected by using 
four dffferent sampling’ rates, depending on the size of the 
annual divorce total for a State. The rates were 10, 20, 50, 
or 100 percent of the divorces granted in a State. Samples 
were selected only from the States that participated in the 
divorce-registration area. 

Sampling errors are given in the table for the estimates 
which constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 75, 90, and 99 percent of the 
annual divorce totals. These sampling errors are given for 
the divorce- registration area and each registration State 
for 1970 data and only for the divorce-registration area for 
1968 and 1969 data. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not available

Category not applicable . . .

Quantity zero -

Quantity more than O but less than 0.05 ------------

Figure does not meet standards of reliability or


precision * 

SAMPIJNG ERROR OF ESTIMATED FREQUENCY EX-
PRESSED AS PERCENTAGE OF AREA TOTAh. DIVORCE-
REGISTRATION AlWA, 1988 -70, AND THE 28 REGISTRA­
TION STATES, 1970 

[Figures for Alaska, Hawaii,Montana, RhOde Island,South Da­
kota, Vermont, and Wyoming have no ssmpling errors because 
all recordswere tabulated] 

Samplingerror of estimated

frequencyexpressedas per-


Area and year 
centageof area total 

—


1 or 99 0 or 90 5 or 75 50 

Divorce-registrationarea:

1970 (28 States)---------

1969 (28 States)---------

196S (26 States)


RegistrationStates,1970:

Alabama

Alaska

California

Connecticut

Georgia

Ha~ii-------------------

Idaho

Illinois

Iowa

Kmsas-----------_-------

Kentw.ky-----------------

Maryland

Michigan

m~~omi-----------------

Montana------------------

Nebraska-----------------

New York

Ohio

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

SouthDakota

Tennessee

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming


—


171 517 74s 861 
159 478 69o 797 
14.5 436 63o 727 

57 111 160 1s4 
... . . . ... . . . 
100 303 437 50s 
8 23 33 38 
27 ,82 us 137 
... . . . ... .. . 

s 18 26 30 
57 172 242 286 

s 2s 37 43 
9 28 41 47 
21 62 89 103 
19 58 83 96 
52 156 225 26o 
27 80 116 134 
... ... ... ... 
s 18 26 31 
49 146 211 244 
59 178 256 297 
19 59 55 98 
45 135 195 22s 
... ... ... . . . 
... ... ... . . . 
2s 77 1.I.2 129 
6 19 28 32 

... ... ... ... 
22 65 94 1(29 
10 29 42 49 
... ... ... ... 

A 

0.0 
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