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Information about health insurance has been
collected periodically as a part of the Health Inter-
view Survey. The most recent report containing such
data is '"Hospital and Surgical Insurance Coverage,
United States, 1968," Vital and Health Statistics (DHEW
Pub. No. (HSM) 72-1033, Series 10, No, 66). Prior to
1970, the proportion of the total civilian, noninstitutional
population with health insurance coverage had gradu-
ally increased. The majority of this increase occurred
among persons 65 years of age and over. With the
advent of Medicare, almost all persons in this age
group had health insurance coverage. Patterns
in coverage for the younger groups arenow of general
interest, For this reason, the following discussion is
limited to health insurance coverage for persons under
65 years of age. Slight increases in the proportion of
the population with hospital coverage have occurredfor
each age group shown in figure 1 for each period the
Health Interview Survey has collected this type of
data with the exception of 1970, Within eachage group
the percent with hospital insurance coverage in 1970
was about the same as in the previous survey period.

Approximately 77.8 percent of the population
under 65 years of age had hospital insurance in 1970
while 75.2 percent had surgical insurance (table 1).
Although the proportion of population with surgical
insurance coverage is slightly lower than for those
with hospital coverage, the patterns of surgical cov-
erage by various demographic groups shown in this
report are generally similar to patterns of hospital
coverage, Therefore, the discussion will be limited to
patterns of hospital insurance coverage, although
parallel data on surgical coverage are included inthe
basic tables.

There was little difference between males and
females in the level of hospital coverage, Persons
under 25 years of age were less likely to have hos-

pital coverage than persons of older ages with the
proportion of persons covered increasing with ad-
vancing age. The percent of persons with hospital
insurance coverage was approximately one-third
higher among the white population when compared with
the rest of the population—the largest difference oc-
curring among children under 17 (table 2).

There was a direct relationship between income
and hospital coverage, ranging from 39.3 percent with
insurance among persons with a family income of
less than $3,000 to 90.2 percent among persons with
a family income of $15,000 or more (table 3 and
fig. 2). In general, within each age group the pro-
portion of persons with hospital insurance increased
as income increased. However, in the lowest income
group persons 17-24 years of age reported thehighest
level of coverage in that income group, while in the
other income groups there was a general pattern of an
increasing level of coverage with advancing age.

Among the lower income groups (i.e., those with
less than $10,000 annual family income), the percent
of white persons with hospital insurance coverage was
higher than it was among other persons withthe same
income regardless of age (table 4). There was little
or no difference by color in the proportion of the popu-
lation with hospital insurance who had family incomes
of $10,000 or more.

There were regional differences inthe proportion
of persons with hospital insurance coverage, ranging
from 71.6 persons among those living in the South
Region to 84.0 percent among residents of the North
Central Region (table 5). The differences among re-
gions were not solely a result of differences in the
regional agedistributions, since the regional differ-
ences alsooccur within the specific age groups. Com-
parison of insured persons by levels of income in the
North Central and South Regions shows that a larger
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Figure 1. PERCENT OF PERSONS UNDER @5 YEARS OF AGE WITH

HOSPITAL INSURANCE COVERAGE, BY AGE
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proportion of persons in each income group were in-
sured in the North Central Region than were insured
in similar income categories in the South Region
(table 6). However, the largest difference is in the

lowest income group, where approximately one-third
more of the North Central residents had hospital
coverage than did persons with the same income living
in the South Region,

Approximately 44.8 percent of persons under 65
yearsof age who had hospital insurance coverage had
plans sponsored by Blue Cross-Blue Shield organiza-
tions (table 7). Approximately 15,6 percent of the per-
sons with Blue plans had additional coverage under
another plan. Although almost all persons 65 years

Figure 2. PERCENT OF PERSONS UNDER 66 YEARS OF AGE WITH
HOSPITAL INSURANCE COVERAGE, BY FAMILY INCOME: 1970

100—
90.1 902
843
80 _ 10X
60— :
-
Z
w
(5] 2]
@
] :
o 3

2

10,000- 4I5,
4,999 or more

Less than $3,000- 00

000-
$3,000 $4995 4.

6,999

7,000-
9,999

FAMILY INCOME

of age and over had Medicare coverage for hos-
pitalization, approximately half of them had some
form of additional health insurance, Previous data on
the type of insuring organization and multiple plans
based on the 1963 survey are presented in ''Health
Insurance, Type of Insuring Organization, and Multiple
Coverage: United States, July 1962-June 1963," Vital
and Health Statistics (PHS Pub. No. 1000, Series 10,
No. 16). During that time period approximately 44,9
percent of persons under 65 years of age with hospital
insurance coverage had Blue coverage and 14,6 per-
cent of these persons with Blue plans had coverage
under an additional plan,
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Table 1. Percent distribution of persons under 65 years of age by hospital and surgical in-~
surance coverage, according to sex and age: United States, based on data collected during
1970

Total Hospital insurance | Surgical insurance

popu~

Sex and age iggign X
Not ot

65 1 Insured insured Insured insured

years

BOTH SEXES
All ages under 65 yearS-w-w--mnec== 100.0 77.8 21.2 75.2 22,6
Under 17 yearSe~e--eccccmammcccccmcnaancn 100.0 74.4 24.5 72.3 25.6
17-24 years---e-- 100.0 72.9 25.7 69.7 27.2
25-44 yearge-ecemcccoca- R R et 100.0 81.9 17.1 79.6 18.3
45-b4 years--wcemceacccccmccccnamcmneman 100.0 81.6 17.8 78.6 19.9
MALE
All ages under 65 years-=---====-w 100.,0 78.7 20.3 76.3 21.5
Under 17 years--~--ececmccacraccnccannnne. 100.0 74.8 24,1 73.0 25.0
17-24 years--seemecmccem e cccccaamaas 100.0 73.2 25.3 69.7 26.9
25-44 yearS=-s=-e~cmcmcammececcmcnemaaa 100.0 84.0 14.8 8l.6 15.9
45-64 years--e-msemcmocecccimcnccaan——e 100.0 82.6 16.9 79.9 18,7
FEMALE

All ages under 65 years----ce-c--- 100.0 76.9 22.1 74.3 23,7
Under 17 years=-e==-sccmccmcrmcracancca- 100.0 73.9 24.9 71.6 26.3
17+24 yearse~--=-s-cmcaccmccacmcacncaancaa 100.0 72.8 26.0 69.7 27.5
25-44 years~cew=escae-- B i atate 100.0 79.9 19.3 77.8 20,5
4564 years-e-w-ceccscmemcnaccacnceaa 100.0 80.6 18.6 77.4 21.0

Includes persons of unknown insurance status.

Table 2. Percent distribution of persons under 65 years of age by hospital and surgical in-

§ura?8?0coverage, according to color and age: United States, based on data collected dur-
ing

Total Hospital insurance | Surgical insurance
popu-
Color and age lation
under Not Not
yegisl Insured insured Insured insured
WHITE
All ages under 65 years------=-w-- 100.0 80.4 18.5 77.9 20,0
Under 100.0 78.2 20.6 76.2 21.8
17-24 100,0 74.9 23,7 71,7 25,2
25-44 100,0 83.8 15.2 81,5 16.3
45 -64 100.0 83.3 16.1 80.4 18.1
ALL OTHER
All ages under 65 years---~------- 100, 0 59.9 39.3 57.1 40,7
Under 17 years---ceememecccccumccaccmoan 100.0 53.7 45.5 1.4 46.4
17-24 years-mcceccmmmmc e ccecmacmaen 100.0 60.2 38.8 56.8 40,5
25 -4 YEATS mmmommmmcmm e m e e 100.0 67.7 31.5 64.8 32.9
45-64 years-e~=-mecammace e 100.0 65,2 34.0 61,8 36.7

1Includes persons of unknown insurance status.
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Table 3. Percent distribution of persons under 65 years of age by hospital and surgical in- .
surance coverage, according to family income and age: United States, based on data col-
lected during 1970

Total Hospital insurance | Surgical insurance
popu-
Family income and age %;ﬁig? Not Not
65 Insured insured Insured insured
years
LESS THAN $3,000
All ages under 65 years=e-me-emce=- 100.0 39.3 59.0 36.7 60.2
Under 100.0 25.4 72.2 23.5 72.7
17-24 100.0 58.3 38.9 54.6 40,2
2544 100.0 31.3 68.4 29.3 69.4
45~64 100.0 41.7 58.0 38.8 60.0
$3,000-5%4,999
All ages under 65 years--=e~we—vw-- 100.0 53.1 46.3 50.2 47.7
Under 17 yearS--=sme-scccemccmcccacccccas 100.0 41,7 57.9 40,2 58.4
17-24 yearsemss-emcmemce e cmeea 100.0 57.2 42,1 53.1 43,2
25-44 years—sweeecmemcme e 100.0 55.2 43,9 52.6 44,8
45~64 years—===s=m-mcmcmemmeciccemeee—— 100.0 67.2 32.3 62,6 35.7
$5,000-56,999
All ages under 65 years-e=---ee-a- 100.0 74.5 24,6 71.8
Under 17 yearS=-emeercamccuccccccccncaa= 100.0 69.5 29.2 67.1
17-24 yearseeesmcoccmaccmcccmaccccaceaan 100.0 70.7 28.4 68.4
25-44 years—eweemmemcammma e cmceena———— 100.0 75.1 24,1 72,5
45-64 yearsmemecmcecccmmmamarcmceeaeana 100.0 84.7 14,9 81.0
$7,000-59,999
All ages under 65 years—==e=e==mwew= 100.0 84,3 15.2 81.9 16,6
Under 100.0 82,3 17.1 80.2 18.1
17-24 100.0 80.2 19.2 77.1 21.1
25-~44 100.0 86.2 13.2 84.2 14,2
45-64 100.0 88.1 11.6 84.9 14,1
$10,000-$14,999
All ages under 65 years—e===emw=na- 100.,0 90.1 2.3 88.1 10.6
Under 17 years—e--==em-memccceccenceenn- 100.0 89.1 10.1 87.3 11.4
17-24 yearsemmmcmemcme e 100.0 83.1 16.1 80.1 18.1
25=44 yearS=m=—mcmcmomc oo 100.0 92.0 7.3 90,1 8.4
45-64 years=-secmmcemacaccccceeecaene 100.0 93.1 6.7 91.3 8.0
$15,000 or more
All ages under 65 years—emmm-==a-= 100.0 90.2 8.6 88.6 9.3
Under 17 years--=s=-eceecccraccmmamcconx 100.0 90.4 8.3 89.2 8.9
17-24 years=-s-cm-ccmcmcmcmeecccecceeea 100.0 83.3 | 15,0 80.7 16.0
25~44 yearsmecemmemmcommmce e 100.0 91.3 7.3 89.9 7.9
45-64 years-emc-mmecmeccomcmcecoeeeecea. 100.0 92.0 7.3 90.3 8.4

!Includes persons of unknown insurance status.
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. Table 4, Percent of persons under 65 yearsof age with hospital insurance coverage, by color,
income, and age: United States, based on data collected during 1970

White All other
Age
Under |$5,000~ $10,000 Under |$5,000- | $10,000
$5,000 | $9,999 and over $5,000 |$9,999 or more
Percent

All ages under 65 years--=- 49,9 81.9 90.3 38.3 70.7 86.9
Under 17 years=--eecccccncmvcuca= 37.1 79.6 89.7 31.1 66.0 86.7
17-24 years~e—===-- LT 59.9 77.1 83.5 49.7 67.2 78.4
2544 yearse-emmcememmcaccmcccans 47.5 83.5 91.9 42.8 74.6 88.9
45-64 yearse=e=e=cccccmcemcecnee 57.3 87.3 92.6 43,6 81.0 92.4

Table 5. Percent distribution of persons under 65 years of age by hospital and surgical in-
surance coverage, according to geographic region and age: United States, based on data
collected during 1970

Total Hospital insurance | Surgical insurance
popu-~
. . lation
Geographic region and age under ot ot
65
. year st Insured insured Insured insured
NORTHEAST
All ages under 65 years----------- 100.0 81.7 17.1 - 78.4 19.1
Under 17 years-=-e--memeceomcacccaccannaa~- 100.0 78.6 19.9 75.3 21.9
17-24 years----em--ccmmmeccaccmccccaaan 100,0 75.8 22,7 72.2 24,7
25-44 years----cecccmcmcccameene e 100.0 85.4 13.7 82.0 15.6
4564 yearsg-—=c--mcmecm s mmm e 100.0 86.0 13.3 82.6 15.5
NORTH CENTRAL
All ages under 65 years----=ce-w=-- 100.0 84.0 15.0 81.2 16.8
Under 17 years-----mecemccccenmncaacaax 100.0 81.9 17.1 79.8 18.4
17-24 years--=-==-mmmcmmmcmccmccmeee e 100.0 80.4 18.1 76.0 20,6
25-4f years--—=e-mmmmcmeemcececm————————— 100.0 87.1 11.8 85.0 12.8
45-64 years-m-mmmmemmcccecccmcac o m e 100.0 86.2 13.2 82.7 16,2
souTH
All ages under 65 years~------==-- 100.0 71.6 27.3 69.6 28.1
Under 17 years----——mccemmmcccaccoecanan- 100.0 67.5 31,2 66.1 31.8
17-24 years-=—-=-ememcc—mmmccecme e 100.0 68.6 29.9 66.0 30.6
25-44 yearsm---=-mmme—mccmcacmcememeeee o 100.0 76.8 22,1 75.1 22,7
4564 years-—-—---emcmmmmm e 100.0 74.5 25,1 7L.5 26,7
WEST

All ages under 65 years----------- 100.0 73.6 25.6 71.8 26.7
Under 17 years--=--=m—-omeococmmmmcncaen 100.0 68.9 30.4 67.3 31.3
1724 years-—--———-m-cmcmmm—mm e em e 100.0 65.3 33.9 63,1 35.1
25-44 years-----=-mmmmmmeeceme oo memee e 100.0 78.2 21.1 76.2 22.4
45 -64 Jears--m=memmmmeccmmemmmeemmemm e 100.0 80.5 18.6 78.8 19.7

Tncludes persons of unknown insurance status.
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Table 6.
surance,
collected during 1970

Percent distribution of persons under 65 years of age by hospital and surgical in-
according to geographic region and family income: United States,

based on data

Total Hospital insurance | Surgical insurance
popu-~
Region and family income i:gign N
Not ot
65 X Insured insured Insured insured
years
NORTHEAST
All incomesZ-=-e-mccccmcccmcoccan- 100.0 8L.7 17.1 78.4 19.1
Less than $3,000 100.0 47.4 48.8 43.1 51.1
$3,000-$4,999~~~c-c-a- 100.0 49.3 49,7 46 .8 51.4
$5,000-86,999~-c-ccrmer e e e ceaean 100.0 72.3 27.3 68.2 30.7
$7,000-89,999~ccmcomcmcmca e 100.0 86.1 13.4 83.4 15.0
310,000-$14,999~c~mcccmcmccccmccac e aen 100.0 92.2 6.9 88.7 9.5
315,000 or moree-=ececececccccanccrenaa= 100.0 90.6 8.1 88.3 9.2
NORTH CENTRAL
All incomes?® crmmmcmmccccmcmccaaann 100.0 84.0 15.0 81.2 16.8
Less than $3,000--=cccmccccacmcccccacan- 100.0 45,6 52.7 42,2 54.5
$3,000-54,999 -~cremcccmccncccccc e rccaaa 100.0 58.6 40.9 55.4 43.4
$5,000-86,999----ccacmrmrmcmmc e aee e 100.0 81.2 17.6 78.8 19.2
$7,000-89,999 ~cecmmecmmc e mn e 100.0 90.4 8.7 87.5 10.5
$10,000-%14,999 100.0 92.8 6.6 91.1 7.8
$15,000 or more 100.0 93.7 5.2 92.1 6.3
SOUTH
All incomes2----cmmcemmaocooo- 100.0 71.6 27.3 69.6 28.1
Less than $3,000----c-cmcccmcmce e 100.0 34.7 63.9 32.7 64.5
$3,000-84,999 ~-=crcmcmmcmc e eeem 100.0 57.5 42,0 54,0 43,1
$5,000-56,999 ~—-c-emcccm e 100.0 74.8 24,0 72.4 25.1
$7,000-89,999cmcacmmam e e 100.0 79.0 20.5 77.4 21.5
$10,000-814,999 ~~=cccocmmmmocmanann e 100.0 89.0 10.7 88.1 11.1
$15,000 Or mOre-==-=----emcmccmmmeccoaa- 100.0 87.6 10.8 86.9 10.9
WEST
All incomes” ~-m=m-emmcoccmmmeeeea- 100.0 73.6 25.6 71.8 26.7
Less than $3,000e=rccccrcrcmcccmcncanaax 100.0 39.0 60,2 36.8 61.8
$3,000-54,999ccccmcmrmcmc e e 100.0 35,2 64.3 34.1 64.6
$5,000-56,999====ccmmmmmmrceccocacaaan. 100.0 63.3 36.3 61.9 37.4
$7,000-89,999 «-mcmmcommmm e 100.0 80.7 19.1 78.3 20,2
$10,000-814,999-weccmmmmmmccc e aeeee 100.0 84.5 14.6 82.4 16.1
$15,000 or more----=ce;mmmccmcocmaccmaaaa 100.0 88.1 11.1 86.9 11.8

Tnecludes persons of unknown insurance status,

2Includes persons of unknown income.
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Table 7. Percent distribution of persons insured by type of insurance coverage, type of plan,
and age: United States, based on data collected during 1970

Type of plan and age Hospital| Surgical Type of plan and age Hospital | Surgical
All ages under 65- 100,0 100,0 All ages 65 years
and over-e-=cc=e-- 100.0 100.0
Blue--=cecmmeccacaacaaa- 44,8 44,1
Blue only-====ececea-- 37.8 37.7 || Medicare~--ce-vecocmmcanan 96.3 95.9
Blue with other------- 7.0 6.4 Medicare only-=-=~===-- 47,2 51.1
Other and unknown type-- 55.2 55.9 Medicare with other---- 49.0 44,8

Technical Notes

SOURCE OF DATA, The data presented in all
tables in this report were derived from household
interviews of the Health Interview Survey. These
interviews were conducted in a probability sample of
the civilian, noninstitutional population of the United
States. During 1970 approximately 116,000 persons
living in a total of 37,000 households were included in
the sample, Data on health insurance coverage were
collected during the first and fourth quarters, although
the data have been inflated to represent annual esti-
mates. A more detailed description of the sample
design and a copy of the questionnaire used in col-
lecting the health insurance data are shownin''Current
Estimates From the Health Interview Survey: United
States, 1970," Vital and Health Statistics (DHEW Pub.
No. (HSM) 72-1054, Series 10, No. 72).

SAMPLE. Since the estimates shown are based
on a sample of the population, they are subject to
sampling error. Table 1 shows the standard errors
appropriate for the percent of persons with hospital
or surgical insurance coverage.

DEFINITION OF HEALTH INSURANCE, Health
insurance is any plan specifically designed to pay all
or part of the medical or hospital expenses of an in-
sured individual. The insurance can be either a group
or an individual policy with the premiums paid by the
individual, his employer, a third party, or-a com-
bination of these, Benefits received under the plan
can be in the form of payment to theindividualor to
the hospital or doctor, However, the plan must be a
formal one with defined membership and benefits
rather than an informal one. For example, an em-
ployer simply paying the hospital bill for anemployee
would not constitute a health insurance plan.

For the Health Interview Survey, healthinsurance
excludes the following kinds of plans: (1) Plans limited
to the "dread diseases" such as cancer and polio; (2)
plans for free care such as public assistanceor public
welfare, care given free of charge to veterans, care

Table I. Standard errors, expressed in per-
centage points, of estimated percentages for
narrow-range statistics

Estimated percentage
Base of

shown in thowsands | 2 [ 5 [10 |25 |

98 | 95 (90 | 75
500=-mmmmmmccem——ee 1.8 2.8 3.7]5.4| 6.2
1,000~m=m=reeaenau- 1.2 1.9} 2.6 3.8 4.4
2,000 -=cecmmccncan 0.8|1.,3|1.9(2.8] 3.1
5,000mr~merecem—ean 0.6/ 0,811,117} 1.9
10,000==cmmemmenuen 0.4( 0.6} 0.8)1.2| 1.4
25,000=m=mnanmm== --]10,2]0.4|0.,5{0.7{ 0.8
50,000+=-mr=rm=ce=- 0.1{0.2|0,410.6} 0.6

given under the Uniformed Services Dependents Med-
ical Care Program, care given under the Crippled
Children Program or similar ones, and care of persons
admitted to an institution for research purposes; (3)
insurance which pays bills only for accidents, suchas
liability insurance held by a car or property owner,
insurance that covers children for accidents atschool
or camp, and insurance for a worker that covers him
only for accidents, injuries, or diseases incurred on
the job; and (4) insurance which pays only for loss of
income.

TYPE OF INSURING ORGANIZATION. Blueplans
included any plan which the respondent said was Blue
Cross, Blue Shield, or which appeared on the Blue
Cross and Blue Shield Directories. All plans not de-
scribed as Blue were designated as ''other" plans,
which included those for which respondents had cover-
age but for which they.could not supply the name.

GP O 940.798
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