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MODEL STATE VITAL STATISTICS ACT

PREFACE

The Model State Vital Statistics Act is a document designed to be
used ty State Registrars of Vital Statistics and State Legislators
when considering revision of the Vital Statistics laws. The main
objectives of the 1977 Revisior of the Model Act are: (1) To
incorporate current social customs and practices and current tech-
nology into the policies and procedures of the vital statistics
system in the various States; (2) to promote the uniformity of these
policies and procedures to the end that all vital records will be
readily acceptable in all places as prima facie evidence of the facts
therein recorded; (3) to enhance the level of comparability of vital
statistics data among the varicus States; and (4) to minimize
duplication within the vital statistics system and thereby achieve
maximum administrative econcmy.

The historical philosophy of the vital statistics systems in the
United States is that vital events be registered cnly in the State
in which they occur. This concept is maintained in this Revision
of the Model Act. The jurisdiction of the State Registrar extends
only to boundaries of his State and standards for registration may
be set and enforced only for those events occurring within those
boundaries. This is a very imrortant concept in maintaining the
validity of vital records in their use for legal purposes. If

it is to be respected, the aprropriate procedures for recording
birth and death information fcor United States citizens born or
dying in foreign countries and certification of birth information
for aliens adopted by United States citizens must continue to be the
responsibility of those Federal Agencies which retain jurisdiction
over recording these events.

While this revision of the Model Act does not constitute an abrupt
departure from earlier Model Vital Statistics Acts, there are several
modifications that should be ncted. The most significant change re-
lates to the establishment cf a centralized system for the collection,
processing, registration and certification of vital records in each
State, whereby all vital events are reported directly to the State Office
of Vital Statistics. However, the Model Act contains authorizaticn for
local offices to perform those functions the State Registrar may direct,
including the receipt and processing of vital records and the issuance

of certified copies, when such offices can be shown to be an aid to
efficient and effective operation of the system. The Model Act further
provides for the options of allowing such local offices to work with
records only for their designated geographic area or to be given access
to the entire State file and allowing them to issue certified copies with-
out regard to where the event cccurred within the State. The important
concept, however, is that these offices are part of the State Office of
Vital Statistics and are under the direct control of the State Registrar.



The recommendation for a change from a locally-oriented vital
statistics system to a centralized system is based on several
considerations: (1) A centralized system produces more timely
registration of the records, thereby improving the timeliness

of all operations, including gpublication of statistical data

as well as fulfillment of citizens' needs for vital records
services; (2) it decreases duplication and cost since many
activities presently performed at local vital records offices

are repeated at the State Office; (3) it reduces the opportunity
for fraudulent use of certified copies because amendments to

the records will be easier to control and certified copies will
be issued only from the original record and not from copies of
the original record; and (4) due to the mobility of the population
it frequently is of no benefit to maintain a file of records in
the county or town of birth or death because many people do not
reside in the place where they were born or where a family memker
dies.

This revision of the Model Act also makes a significant change in
the registration of fetal deaths. Spontaneous fetal deaths of 20
completed weeks gestation or mcre and all induced terminations of
pregnancy, irrespective of duration of gestation, will be report-
ed as legally required statistical reports, which will not be
incorporated into the official vital records file. This change
recognizes the fact that spcntaneous fetal death and induced
abortion are not legal events in the sense that they neither
create nor change a legal status.

This revision of the Model Act also recognizes concerns about
invasion of privacy, confidentiality, and fraudulent use of
vital records and includes specific provision concerning these
matters. 1In particular, the penalty provisions of the Model
Act have been strengthened to serve as a deterrent to illegal
use of vital records and to prcvide adequate penalities when
prosecution is necessary.

In addition to this Model Act, Model Regulations have been
developed to standardize many of the administrative practices
and procedures in effect in vital statistics offices. The
Model Act and the Model Regulations should be considered
jointly whenever vital statistics statutes are to be revised.



SECTICN 1 Tefinitions

P24

As used in this Act:

(a) "vVital statistics" means the data derived from certificates
and reports of birth, death, 'spontanecus fetal death, induced
termination of pregnancy, marriage, (divorce, dissolution of
marriage, or annulment) and related reports.

(b) “sSyster of vital statistics" means the registration, collection,
preservation, amendment and certification of vital records; the
collection of other reports required by this Act; and activities
related thereto includirg the tabulation, analysis and publication
of vital statistics.

(c) "vital records" means certificates or reports of birth, death,
marriage, {divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment) and
data related thereto.

(1) "File" means the presentation of a vital record provided for in
this Act for registration by the (Office of Vital Statistics).

(e) "Registration" means the acceptance by the (Office of Vital
Statistics) and the inccrporation of vital records provided for
in this Act into its official records.

(£) "Live birth"™ means the complete expulsion or extraction from its
mother of a product c¢f human conception, irrespective of the
duration of pregnancy, which, after such expulsion or extraction,
breathes, or shows any other evidence of life such as beating of
the heart, pulsaticn of the umbilical cord, or definite movement
of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been
cut or the placenta is attached.

(9) "Fetal death"™ means death prior to the complete expulsion or
extraction from its mother of a product of human conception,
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy; the death is indicated
by the fact that after such expulsion or extraction the fetus does
not breathe or show any other evidence of life such as beating of
the heart, pulsaticn of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of
voluntary muscles.

(1) "Induced termination of pregnancy" means the purposeful
interruption of pregnancy with the intention other than
to produce a live-born infant or to remove a dead fetus
and which does not result in a live birth.

{(2) “Spontaneous fetal death™ means the expulsion or extraction
cf a product of human conception resulting in other than
a live birth and whick is not an induced termination of
Fregnancy.

{h) "Dead body" means a human body or such parts of such human body
fror the condition of which it reasonably may be concluded that
death recently occurred.



(i) "Final dispostion" means the burial, interment, cremation, removal
from the State, or other authorized disposition of a dead body or
fetus.

(j) "Physician" means a person authorized or licensed to practice

medicine or osteopathy pursuant to the laws of this State.

(k) "Institution" means any establishment, public or private, which
provides in-patient medical, surgical, or diagnostic care or
treatment or nursing, custodial, or domiciliary care, or to which
persons are committed Ly law.

SECTICN 2. Office of Vital Statistics and Statewide System of
Vital Statistics

There is hereby established in the (State public health administrative
agency) an (Office of Vital Statistics) which shall install, maintain
and operate the only system of vital statistics throughout this State.
The (0ffice of Vital Statistics) shall be provided with sufficient staff,
suitable cffices, and other resources for the proper administration of

the system cf vital statistics and for the preservation of its official
records.

SECTION 3. FRules and Regulations
The (State public health adrinistrative agency), hereinafter referred
to as "State Agency," is authorized to adopt, amend and repeal rules
and regulations for the purgose of carrying out the provisions of this
Act.

SECTIQON 4. Afppointment of State Registrar of Vital Statistics

The (State Health Officer) shall appoint the State Registrar of
Vital Statistics, hereinafter referred to as “State Registrar,"
in accordance with civil service laws and regulations.

SECTICN 5. Tuties of State Registrar
(a) The State Registrar shall:

(1) Rdminister and enforce the provisions of this Act

and the rules and requlations issued hereunder, and
issue instructions fcr the efficient administration

cf the system of vital statistics.,

(2) TCirect and supervise the system of vital statistics

and the (0ffice of Vvital Statistics) and be custodian
of its records.

(3) Direct, supervise and control the activities of all
rersons when they are engaged in activities per-

taining to the operation of the system of vital
statistics.



(6)

(7)

(b)

(c)

Conduct training programs to promote uniformity of
gpclicy and procedures throughout the State in matters
pertaining to the system of vital statistics.

Frescribe, with the approval of the State Agency,
furnish and distribute such forms as are required by
this Act and the rules and regulations issued hereunder,
or prescribe such other means for transmission of data
as will accomplish the purpose of complete and accurate
reporting and registration.

Prepare and publish reports of vital statistics of this
State and such other reports as may be required by the
State Agency.

Provide to local health agencies copies of or data derived

from certificates and reports required under this Act, as he or
she shall determine are necessary for local health planning and
program activities. The State Registrar shall establish

a schedule with each local health agency for transmittal

of the copies or data. The copies or data shall remain the
property of the (Office of Vital Statistics), and the uses
which may be made cf them shall be governed by the State
Registrar.

The State Registrar may establish or designate offices in
the State to aid in the efficient administration of the system
of vital statistics.

The State Registrar may delegate such functions and duties
vested in him or her tc employees of the (Office of Vital
Statistics) and to emplcyees of any office established or
designated under Secticn 5(b).

SECTICN 6. Content of Certificates and Reports

(a)

(b)

(c)

(@)

In order to promote and maintain nationwide uniformity in
the system of vital statistics, the forms of certificates
and reports required by this Act, or by regulations
adopted hereunder, shall include as a minimum the items
recommended by the Federal agency responsible for national
vital statistics.

Each certificate, report, and other document required by
this Act shall be on a form or in a format prescribed by
the State Registrar.

All vital records shall contain the date received for
registration.

Inforrmation required in certificates or reports authorized by
this Act may be filed and registered by photographic, electronic,
or other means as prescribed by the State Registrar.



SECTION_ 7. Birth Registration

(a)

(b)

()

(1)

(2)

(3)

(d)

A certificate of birth for each live birth which occurs

in this State shall be filed with the (0Office of Vital
Statistics), or as otherwise directed by the State Registrar,
within five days after such birth and shall be registered

if it has been completed and filed in accordance with this
section.

When a birth occurs im an institution or en route thereto, the
person in charge of the institution or his or her designated
representative shall oktain the personal data, prepare the
certificate, secure the signatures required, and file the
certificate as directed in Section 7(a) or as otherwise
directed by the State FKegistrar within the required five
days. The physician or other person in attendance shall
provide the medical infecrmation required by the certificate
and certify to the facts of birth within 72 hours after

the birthe If the physician, or other person in attendance,
does not certify to the facts of birth within the 72-hour
period, the person in charge of the institution shall com-
plete and sign the certificate,

When a birth occurs ocutside an institution, the certificate
shall ke prepared and filed by one of the following in the
indicated order of pricrity:

The rhysician in attendance at or immediately after the
birth, or in the aksence of such a person,

Any other person in attendance at or immediately after
the birth, or in the absence of such a person,

The father, the mother, or, in the absence of the father
and the inability of the mother, the person in charge of
the premises where the birth occurred.

When a birth occurs on a moving conveyance within the
United States and the child is first removed from the
conveyance in this State, the birth shall be registered
in this State and the place where it is first removed shall
be considered the place of birth. When a birth occurs
on a moving conveyance while in international waters or
air space or in a foreign country or its air space and
the child is first remcved from the conveyance in this
State, the birth shall be registered in this State but
the certificate shall show the actual place of birth
insofar as can be determined.

(e) (1) If the mother was married at the time of either conception

or birth, or between conception and birth, the name of the
husband shall be entered on the certificate as the father

of the child <and the surname of the child shall be entered
on the certificate as that of the husband>, unless paternity
has been determined otherwise by (a court of competent
jurisdiction). N
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(2) 1If the mother was not married at the time of either

conception or birth or between conception and birth,

the name of the father shall not be entered on the
certificate withcocut the written consent of the mother
and the person to be named as the father, in which case,
upon written request of both parents, the surname of the
child shall be entered on the certificate as that of the
father.

(3) In any case in which paternity of a child is determined

by (a court of competent jurisdiction), the name of the
father and surname of the child shall be entered on the
certificate of birth in accordance with the finding and
order of the court.

(4) If the father is not named on the certificate of birth,

no other informaticn about the father shall be entered
on the certificate.

<(5) 1In all other cases, the surname of the child shall be

(£)

(9)

the legal surname of the mother at the time of the birth.>

The birth certificate cf a child born to a married woman

as a result of artificial insemination, with consent of her
huskand, shall be cormpleted in accordance with the
provisions of Section 7(e) (1).

Either of the parents of the child, or other informant, shall
attest to the accuracy of the personal data entered on the
certificate in time to permit the filing of the certificate
within the five days prescribed in Section 7(a).

SECTICON 8. Infants of Unkncwn Parentage; Foundling Registration

(a)

n
(2)
(3)

(&)
&)
(b)

Whoever assumes the custody of a live born infant of unknown
parentage shall report cn a form and in a mranner prescribed
by the State Registrar within five days to the (Office of
Vital Statistics) the fcllowing information:

The date and place of finding;

Sex, color or race, and approximate birth date of child;

Name and address of the person or institution with whom
the child has been placed ‘for care;

Narme given to the child by the custodian of the child;
Cther data required by the State Registrar.

The place where the child was found shall be entered as the
place of birth.



(c)

(d)

A report registered under this section shall constitute the
certificate of birth fcr the child.

If the child is identified and a certificate of birth is found
or obtained, the report registered under this section shall

be placed in a special file and shall not ke subject to
inspection except upon order of (a court of competent
jurisdiction) or as grcvided by regulation.

SECTION 9. Delayed Registraticn of Birth

. S s vt Sy W s st i

(b)

(c)

(d)

When a certificate of tirth of a person born in this State
has not been filed within the time period provided in
Section 7, a certificate of birth may be filed in accord-
ance with regulaticns cf the State Agency. The certifi-
cate shall be registered subject to such evidentiary
requirements as the State Agency shall by regulation
prescribe to substantiate the alleged facts of birth.

Certificates of birth registered one year or more after the
date of birth shall ke made on forms prescribed and furnished
by the State Registrar, marked "Delayed," and shall show on
their face the date cf the delayed registration.

A sumrary statement of the evidence submitted in support of
the delayed registratiocn shall be endorsed on the certificate.

(1) ¥%hen an applicant does not submit the minimum documentation
required in the requlations for delayed registration or when
the State Registrar has reasonable cause to question the
validity or adequacy of the applicant?s sworn statement
or the documentary evidence, and if the deficiencies are
not corrected, the State Registrar shall not register the
delayed certificate of birth and shall advise the agplicant
of the reasons for this action, and shall further advise
the applicant of his or her right of appeal to (a court
cf competent jurisdiction).

(2) The State Agency may by regulation provide for the dismissal
cf an application which is not actively prosecuted.

SECTICN 10. Judicial Procedure to Establish Facts of Birth

(a)

(b)

If a delayed certificate of birth is rejected under the
provisions of Section 9, a petition signed and sworn to

by the petitioner may be filed with (a court of competent
jurisdiction) for an order establishing a record of the date

and place of the birth and the parentage of the person whose
birth is to be registered.

Such petition shall be made on a form prescribed and furnished
by the State Registrar and shall allege:

(1) That the person for whom a delayed certificate of birth

is sought was born in this State;



(2)

(3)

(d)

(e)

(£)

That no certificate cf birth of such person can be found
in the (Office of Vital Statistics) or (the office of any
local custodian of birth certificates);

That diligent efforts by the petitioner have failed tc
obtain the evidence required in accordance with Section 9
cf this Act and ERequlations adopted pursuant thereto;

That the State Registrar has refused to register a delayed
certificate of birth and;

Such other allegations as may be reguired.

The petition shall be accompanied by a statement of the State
Registrar made in accordance with Section 9 and all documentary
evidence which was subrmitted to the State Registrar in support
of such registration.

The court shall fix a time and place for hearing the petition
and shall give the State Registrar ( ) days notice of said
hearing. The State FRegistrar or his authorized representative
may apgear and testify in the proceeding.

If the court finds, frcr the evidence presented, that the
person for whom a delayed certificate of birth is sought

was born in this State, it shall make findings as to the

place and date of birth, parentage, and such other findings

as may be required and shall issue an order, on a form
prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar, to establish

a certificate of birth. This order shall include the birth
data to be registered, a description of the evidence presented,
and the date of the court's action.

The clerk of court shall forward each such order to the

State Registrar not later than the tenth day of the calendar
month following the month in which it was entered. Such order
shall be registered Ly the State Registrar and shall constitute
the certificate of birth.

SECTION 11. Court Reports cf R2doption

()

For each adoption decreed by (a court of competent
jurisdiction) in this State, the court shall require

the preparation of a report of adoption on a form
prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar. The
report shall include such facts as are necessary to

locate and identify the certificate of birth of the

person adopted; shall provide information necessary to
establish a new certificate of birth of the person adopted;
and shall identify the order of adoption and be certified
by the clerk of court.



(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

- 10 -

Information necessary tc prepare the report of adoption
shall te furnished by each petitioner for adoption or

his attorney. The (social, welfare agency) or any person
having knowledge of the facts shall supply the court with
such additional information as may be necessary to complete
the report. The provision of such information shall be
prerequisite to the issuance of a final decree in the matter
by the court.

Whenever an adopticn decree is amended or annulled, the
clerk of the court shall prepare a report thereof,

which shall include such facts as are necessary to identify
the original adoptior report and the facts amended in the
adcption decree as shall be necessary to properly amend the
birth record.

Not later than the () day of each calendar month or more
frequently, as directed by the State Registrar, the clerk

of the court shall forward to the State Registrar reports

cf decrees of adoption, annulment of adoption and amendments
of decrees of adoption which were entered in the preceding
month, together with such related reports as the State
Registrar shall require.

When the State Registrar shall receive a report of adoption,
annulment of adoption, cr amendment of a decree of adoption
for a person born cutside this State, he or she shall forward
such report to the State Registrar in the State of birth.

If the birth occurred in a foreign country, the report of
adoption shall be returned to the attorney or agency

hardling the adoption for submission to the appropriate
Federal agency.

SECTION_12. New Certificates of Birth Following Adoption,

(a)

)

(2)

Iegitimation, Faternity Determination, and
Faternity Acknowledgement

The State Registrar shall establish a new certificate
of birth for a person born in this State when he or she
receives the following:

3 report of adoption as provided in Section 11 or a

report of adoption prepared and filed in accordance with
the laws of another sState or foreign country, or a
certified copy of the decree of adoption, together with
the information necessary to identify the original
certificate of birth and to establish a new certificate

cf birth; except that a new certificate of birth shall
not be established if so requested by the court decreeing
the adoption, the adcptive parents, or the adopted person.

A request that a new certificate be established as prescribed

ky regulation and such evidence as required by regqulation
proving that such person has been legitimrated, or that (a
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court of competent jurisdiction) has determined the
paternity of such a person, or that both parents have
acknowledged the paternity of such person and request
that the surname be changed to that of the father.

{(b) When a new certificate of birth is established, the actual
place and date of birth shall be shown. The new certificate
shall ke substituted fcxr the original certificate of birth
in the files, and the original certificate of birth and the
evidence of adoption, legitimation, paternity determination,
or paternity acknowledcement shall not be subject to
inspection except upcn crder of (a court of competent
jurisdiction) or as prcvided by regulation.

(c) Upon receipt of a report of an amended decree of adoption,
the certificate of birth shall be amended as provided by
regulation.

(d) Upon receipt of a regort or decree of annulment of adoption,
the original certificate of birth shall be restored to its
place in the files and the new certificate and evidence
shall rot be subject tc inspection except upon order of
(a2 court of competent jurisdiction) or as provided by
regulation.

(e) If no certificate of birth is on file for the person for
whew a ndw birth certificate is to be estaklished under this
section, and the date ard place of birth have not been
determined in the adcption or paternity proceedings, a delayed
certificate of birth shall be filed with the State Registrar as
provided in Section 9 cr Section 10 of this Act before a new
certificate of birth is established. The new birth certificate
shall ke prepared on the delayed birth certificate form.

(f) When a new certificate of birth is established by the State
Registrar, all copies of the original certificate of birth in
the custody of any other custodian of vital records in this State
shall be sealed from inspection or forwarded to the State
Registrar, as he or she shall direct.

SECTION 13. Death Registraticn

(a) A certificate of death for each death which occurs in this
State shall be filed with the (Office of Vital Statistics),
or as ctherwise directed by the State Registrar, within five
days after death and prior to final disposition, and shall
be registered if it has been completed and filed in accordance
with this section.

(1) 1If the place of death is unknown but the dead body is found
in this State, the certificate of death shall be completed
and filed in accordance with this section. The place where
the body is found shall be shown as the place of death. 1If
the date of death is unknown, it shall be determined by
aprrcximation.



(2)

(b)

(c)

()

(e)

(f)

- 12 -

When death occurs in a moving conveyance in the United States
and the body is first removed from the conveyance in this
State, the death shall be registered in this State and the
Flace where it is first removed shall be considered the place
of death. When a death occurs on a moving conveyance while
in international waters or air space or in a foreign country
or its air space and the body is first rewoved from the
conveyance in this State, the death shall be registered in
this State but the certificate shall show the actual place

0of death insofar as can be determined.

The funeral director or person acting as such who first assumes
custody of the dead kody shall file the certificate of death. He
or she shall obtain the personal data from the next of kin or the
best qualified person or source available and shall obtain the
medical certification from the person responsible therefor.

The medical certification shall be completed, signed, and
returned to the funeral director within 48 hours after death

by the physician in charge of the patient®'s care for the illness
or condition which resulted in death, except when inquiry is
required by the (Post-Mortem Examinations Act). In the absence
of said physician or with his or her approval the certificate may
be completed and signed by his or her associate physician, the
chief medical officer of the institution in which death occurred,
or the physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent,
provided such individual has access to the medical histcry

of the case, views the deceased at or after death, and death

is due to natural causes.

When death occurs more than (10) days after the decedent was
last treated by a physician, the case shall be referred

to the (medical examwiner, coroner) for investigation to
deterrine and certify the cause of death.

When inquiry is required by the (Post-Mortem Examinations Act),
the (redical examiner, coroner) shall determine the cause of

death and shall corplete and sign the medical certification within
48 hours after taking charge of the case.

If the cause of death cannot be determined within 48 hours
after death, the medical certification shall be completed

as provided by regulaticn. The attending physician or (medical
examiner, coroner) shall give the funeral director or person
acting as such notice cf the reason for the delay, and final

‘disposition of the bcdy shall not be wade until authorized by

(9)

the attending physician or (medical examiner, c&roner).

When a death is presumed to have occurred within this State bat
the body cannot be located, a death certificate may be fprepared
by the State Registrar upon receipt of an order of {a court of
corpetent jurisdiction), which shall include the finding of facts
required to complete the death certificate. Such a death certi-
ficate shall be marked "Presumptive" and shall show on its face
the date of registraticn and shall identify the court and the
date of decree.
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SECTION 14. TLelayed Registration of Death

(a)

(b)

When a death occurrirg in this State has not been registered
within the time pericd prescribed by Section 13, a certificate
of death may be filed ir accordance with regulations of the
State 3gency. Such certificate shall be registered subject

to such evidentiary requirements as the State Agency shall by
requlation prescribe to substantiate the alleged facts of death.

Certificates of death registered one year or more after the
date of death shall be warked "Delayed" and shall show c¢n
their face the date cf the delayed registration.

SECTION_15. BReports of Spontaneous Fetal Death

(a)

(n

(2)

(3)

(4)

(b)

Each spontaneous fetal death of 20 completed weeks gestation
or more, calculated frcm the date last normal menstrual period
began to the date of delivery, or a weight of 350 grams or
more, which occurs in this State shall be reported within five
days after delivery to the (Office of Vital Statistics) or as
othervwise directed by the State Fegistrar. 2ll induced
terminations of pregnancy shall be reported in the manner
prescribed in Section 16 and shall not be reported as
spcntareous fetal deaths.

When a dead fetus is delivered in an institution, the
person in charge of the institution or his or her designated
representative shall prepare and file the report.

When a dead fetus is delivered outside an institution,
the physician in attendance at or immediately after
delivery shall prerare and file the report.

When a spontaneous fetal death regquired to be reported
ty this section occurs without medical attendance

at or immediately after the delivery or when inquiry is
required by the (Pcst-Mortem Examinations Act), the
(medical examiner, coroner) shall investigate the

cause of fetal death and shall prepare and file the
report within five days.

When a spontaneous fetal death occurs in a moving
conveyance and the fetus is first removed from the
conveyance in this State or when a dead fetus is found
in this State and the place of fetal death is unknown,
the fetal death shall be reported in this State. The
place where the fetus was first removed from the
conveyance or the dead fetus was found shall be
considered the place cf fetal death.

The name of the father shall be entered on the
spontareous fetal death report in accordance with
the provisions of Section 7.
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SECTION 16. BReports of Induced Termination of Pregnancy

Fach induced termination cf pregnancy which occurs in this State,
regardless of the length cf gestation, shall be reported to

the (0Office of Vital Statistics) within five days by the person

in charge of the institutior in which the induced termination of
pregnancy was performed. If the induced termination of pregnancy
was performed outside an institution, the attending physician shall
prepare and file the regport.

SECTICN 17. <Sstatistical Fegorts

The reports required under Sections 15 and 16 are statistical
reports to te used only for medical and health fpurposes and
shall not be incorporated into the permanent official records
of the system of vital statistics. A schedule for the
disposition of these reports may be provided by regulation.

SECTION_ 18. 2Ruthorization for Final Disposition

(a) The funeral director or person acting as such who first
assumes custody of a dead body shall, prior to final
disposition of the bcdy, obtain authorization for final
disposition of the bcdy. The physician or (redical
examiner, coroner) wher certifying the cause of death also
shall authorize final disposition of the body on ~ form
prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar. _.f the
body is to be cremated, additional authorization for
cremation must be obtaired from the (medical examiner, coroner)
on a form prescribed ard furnished by the State Registrar.

{b) Prior to final disposition of a dead fetus, irrespective of
the duration of pregnancy, the funeral director, the person
in charge of the institution, or other person assuming
responsibility for final disposition of the fetus shall
obtain from the parents authorization for final disposition.
Such authorization shall be on a form prescribed and furnished
or approved by the State Registrar.'

(c) With the consent of the physician or (medical examiner, coroner)
who is to certify the cause of death, a dead body may be moved
fromr the place of deathk for the purpose of being prepared for
final disposition.

(d) An authorization for final disposition issued under the law of
ancther State which acccmpanies a dead body or fetus brought
into this State shall ke authority for final disposition of
the tody or fetus in this State.

(¢) No sexton or other perscn in charge of any place in which
interment or other dispcsition of dead bodies is made shall
inter or allow interment or other disposition of a dead body
or fetus unless it is accompanied by authorization for final
disposition.
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Each rerson in charge cf any place for final disposition

shall include in the authorization the date of disposition

and shall sign and return all authorizations to the funeral
director or person acting as such within 10 days after the
date of disposition. %hen there is no person in charge of

the place for final disposition, the funeral director or
person acting as such shall endorse the authorization. At the
close of each month the funeral director or person acting as
such shall transmit to the State Registrar, in the State where
death occurred, all endcrsed authorizations received during the
morth,

Authorization for disinterment and reinterwent shall be required
prior to disinterment cf a dead body or fetus. Such authorization
shall tre issued by the State Registrar to a licensed funeral
directer or person acting as such, upon proper application.

SECTION 19. Marriage Registration >

(a)

(b)

(<)

(d)

(e)

< (£)

A record of each marriage performed in this State shall
be filed with the (Office of Vvital Statistics) and shall
be registered if it has been corpleted and f£iled in
accordance with this section.

The official who issues the marriage license shall prepare
the record on the form prescribed and furnished by the
State Fegistrar upon the basis of information obtained
frcr (cne of) the parties to be married.

Each person who perfcrrs a marriage shall certify the
fact of marriage and return the record to the official
who issued the license within ( ) days after the
ceremony. (This reccrd shall be signed by the witnesses
to the ceremony.) (2 signed copy shall be given to the
parties.)

Every official issuing marriage licenses shall complete
and forward to the (Cffice of Vvital Statistics) on or
befcre the ( ) day of each calendar month the records
of marriages returned tc such official during the
preceding calendar mcnth.

A garriage record not filed within the time prescribed Ly
statute may be registered in accordance with regulations
of the State Agency.

Provision for a reccrding fee may be added here if desired.>
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SECTION 20. (Divorce, Dissclution of Marriage, or Annulment)
Registration

(a) A record of each (divorce, dissolution of rarriage, or
annulment) granted by any court in this State shall be filed
by the (clerk of court) with the (Office of Vital Statistics)
and shall be registered if it has been corpleted and filed
in accordance with this section. The record shall be prepared
by the petitioner or his or her legal representative on a form
prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar and shall
be presented to the (clerk of court) with the petition. 1In
all cases the completed record shall be prerequisite to
the granting of the final decree.

(b) The (clerk of court) shall complete and forward to the (0Office
of Vvital Statistics) on or before the () day of each calendar
month the records of each (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or
annulment) decree granted during the preceding calendar month.

<(c) Provision for a recording fee may be added here if desired.>
Armendment of Vital Records

(a) A certificate or repcrt registered under this Act may be
amended only in accordarce with this Act and regulations
adcpted by the State Agency to protect the integrity and
accuracy of vital records.

(b) A certificate or report that is amended under this section
shall ke marked "Amended," except as otherwise provided in
this section. The date of amendment and a summary description
of the evidence submitted in support of the amendment shall
be endorsed on or made a part of the record. The State 2agency
shall prescribe by regulation the conditions under which
additicns or minor ccrrections may be made to certificates
or reccrds within one year after the date of the event
without the certificate or record being marked "Amended."

(c) Upon written request of both parents and receipt of a sworn
acknowledgment of paternity signed by both parents of a
child korn out of wedlock, the State Registrar shall amend
the certificate of birth to show such paternity if paternity
is not already shoun on the certificate of birth. Such
certificate shall not ke marked "Amended."

(d) Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of (a court
of competent jurisdicticn) changing the name of a person
born in this State ard upon request of such person or his or
her parents, guardiarn, cr legal representative, the State
Registrar shall amend the certificate of birth to show the
new rame.
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Upcn receipt of a certified copy of an order of (a court of
conpetent jurisdiction) indicating the sex of an individual
born ir this State has teen changed ky surgical procedure and
that such individual's name has been changed, the certificate
of birth of such individual shall be amended as prescribed

in Regulation 10.8 (e) tc reflect suck changes.

When an applicant does not submit the miniwrum documentation
required in the regulations for amending a vital record or

when the State Registrar has reasonable cause to question the
validity or adequacy of the applicant's sworn statements or

the documentary evidence, and if the deficiencies are not
corrected, the State Registrar shall not amend the vital record
and shall advise the aprlicant of the reason for this action and
shall further advise the applicant of the right of appeal to

(a court of competent jurisdiction).

When a certificate or report is amended under this section,
the State Registrar shall report the amendment to any other
custodians of the vital record and their record shall be
amended accordingly.

SECTICN 22, EReproduction of Vital Records

-

i Wt S s W s S g e i

To preserve vital records, the State Registrar is authorized
to prepare typewritten, photcgraphic, electronic, or other
reproductiors of certificates or reports in the (Office of
Vital statistics). Such reproductions when certified by the
State Registrar shall be accepted as the original records.

The docurents from which permanent rerroductions have been
made and verified may be disposed of as provided ky regulation.

SECTIION_23, Disclosure of Information from Vital Records

{a) To protect the integrity of vital records, to insure their
proper use, and to insure the efficient and proper admin-
istration of the syster of vital statistics, it shall be
unlawful for any person to permit inspection of, or to
disclose informaticn ccontained in vital records or to
COpy or issue a copy of all or part of any such record
except as authorized by this Act and by regulation or by
order of (a court cf ccmpetent jurisdiction.) Regulations
adopted under this section shall provide for adequate
standards of security and confidentiality of vital records.

(b) The State Agency may authorize by regulation the disclosure
of infcrmation contained in vital records for research
purposes.

(c) Appeals from decisions cf custodians of vital records, as
designated under authority of Section 5(b), who refuse to
disclose information, cr to permit inspection or copying
of records as prescribed by this section and regulations
issued hereunder, shall be made to the State Registrar whose
decisions shall be binding upon such custodians.
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When 100 years have elersed after the date of birth, or 50
years have elapsed after the date of death, marriage, or
(divorce, dissolutiorn cf marriage, or annulment), the records
of these events in tike custody of the State Registrar shall
become public records and information shall be made available
in accordance with regulations which shall provide for the
continued safekeeping c¢f the records.

SECTION 24. Copies or Data from the System of Vital Statistics

In accordance with Section 23 of this Act and the regulations
adopted pursuant thereto:

(a)

(b)

(c)

()

The State Registrar <and other custodian(s) of vital records
authorized by the State Registrar to issue certified copies>
shall upon receipt of a written application issue a certified
cory of a vital record in his or her custody or a part thereof
to any applicant having a direct and tangible interest in the
vital record. Each cory issued shall show the date of regis-
tration and copies issued from records marked "Delayed" or
"amended™ shall be similarly marked and show the effective
date. The documentary evidence used to establish a delayed
certificate shall be skcwn on all copies issued. All forms
and prccedures used in the issuance of certified copies of
vital records in the State shall be provided or approved by
the State Registrar.

A certified copy of a vital record or any part thereof,

issued in accordance with subsection (a), shall be considered
for all purposes the same as the original and shall be

prima facie evidence cof the facts stated therein, provided

that the evidentiary value of a certificate or record filed
more than one year after the event, or a record which has

been amrended, shall te determined by the judicial or adminis-
trative body or official before whom the certificate is offered
as evidence.

The Federal agency resgponsible for national vital statistics
may be furnished such copies or data from the system of vital
statistics as it may require for national statistics, provided
such Federal agency share in the cost of collecting, processing,
and transmitting such data, and provided further that such

data shall not be used for other than statistical purposes by
the Federal agency unless so authorized by the State Registrar.

Federal, State, local ard other public or private agencies

may, upon request, be furnished copies or data from the system
of vital statistics for statistical or administrative purposes
upon such terms or ccnditions as may be prescribed by regqulation,
provided that such ccpies or data shall not be used for

purposes other than thcse for which they were requested unless

so authorized by the State Registrar.



- 19 -

(¢) The State Registrar may, by agreement, transmit copies cf
records and other regorts required by this Act to offices
of vital statistics cutside this State when such records or
other reports relate tc residents of those jurisdictions
or persons born in those jurisdictions. The agreement shall
require that the copies be used for statistical and admin-
istrative purposes orly and the agreement shall further provide
for the retention and disposition of such copies. Copies
received by the (0Office of vital Statistics) from offices
of vital statistics in cother States shall be handled in
the same manner as prescribed in this section.

(£) No person shall prepare or issue any certificate which gurports
to be an original, certified copy, or copy of a vital record
except as authorized in this Act or regulations adopted
hereunder.

SECTION 25, Fees for Copies ard Searches

(a) The State Agency shall rrescribe by regulation the
fees tc be paid for certified copies of certificates or
records, or for a search of the files or records when
no copy is made, or for copies or information provided
for research, statistical, or administrative purposes.

(b) Fees collected under this section by the State Registrar shall
be deposited in the (general fund, special vital statistics
fund) of this State, according to the procedures established
by (the laws governing collection, the State Treasurer).

ECTION 26. Fersons Required to Keep Records

(a) Every person in charge of an institution shall keep a record
of personal data concerning each person admitted or confined
to such institution. This record shall include such information
as required for the certificates of birth and death and the
reports of spontanecus fetal death and induced termination
of pregnancy reguired by this Act. The record shall be made
at the time of admissicor from information provided by the
person being admitted or confined, but when it cannot be so
obtained, the informaticn shall be obtained from relatives
or other persons acquainted with the facts. The name and
address of the person providing the information shall be a
part of the record.

(b) When a dead body or dead fetus is released or disposed cf by
an instituation, the ferson in charge of the institution shall
keep a record sheowing the name of the decedent, date of death,
nare and address of the person to whom the body or fetus is
released, and the date cf removal from the institution, If
final disposition is made by the institution, the date, place,
and manner of dispositicn shall also be recorded.
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(c) A funeral director, emkalmer, sexton, or other person who
renmoves from the place cf death, transports, or makes final
disposition of a dead body or fetus, in addition to filing
any certificate or other report required by this Act or
regulations promulgated hereunder, shall keep a record which
shall identify the body, and such information pertaining to
his or her receipt, removal, delivery, burial, or cremation of
such becdy as may be regquired by regulations adopted by the
State Agency.

(d) Records maintained urder this section shall be retained for a
periocd of not less than () years and shall be made available
for inspection by the State Registrar or his or her
representative upon demand.

SECTION 237, T[uties to Furnish Information

(a) Any person having knowledge of the facts shall furnish such
information as he or ste may possess regarding any bircth, death,
spontareous fetal death, induced terminaticn of pregnancy,
marriage, or (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment),
upon demand of the State Registrar.

<(k) Not later than the tenth day of the month following the month
of occurrence, the administrator of each institution shall send
to the (Office of vital Statistics) a list showing all births and
deaths occuring in that institution during the preceding month.
Such lists shall be on forms provided by the State Registrar.>

<(c) Not later than the tenth day of the month following the wonth of
occurrence, each funeral director shall send to the (0ffice of
Vital sStatistics) a list showing all dead todies embalmed or
otherwise prepared fcr final disposition or dead bodies finally
disposed of by the funeral director during the preceding month.
Such list shall be made on forms provided ty the State Registrar.>

SECTICN 28. Matching of Eirth and Death Certificates

To protect the integrity cf vital records and to prevent the
fraudulent use of birth certificates of deceased persons, the
State Registrar is hereby avuthorized to match birth and deatb
certificates, in accordance with written standards promulgated
by the State Registrar to prove beyond a reasonable doubt the
fact of death, and to post the facts of death to the appropriate
birth certificate. Copies issued from birth certificates marked
deceased shall be similarly marked.
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SECTION 29. Eenalties

(a) A fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment of not
more than five years, or both, shall be imposed on:

m

(2)

(3)

(4)

(3)

Any person who willfully and knowingly makes any false
statement in a certificate, record, or report required by
this Act, or in an agrlication for an amendment thereof,
cr in an applicaticn for a certified copy of a vital
reccrd, or who willfully and knowingly supplies false
information intending that such information be used in the
preparation of any such report, record, or certificate,

or awendment therecf; or

Pny person who without lawful authority and with the
intert to deceive, makes, counterfeits, alters, amends,
or rwutilates any certificate, record, or report reguired
by this Act or a certified copy of such certificate,
reccid, or report; or

Any rerson who willfully and knowingly oltains, possesses,
uses, sells, furniches, or attempts to oktain, possess,
use, sell, or furnish to another, for any purpose of
decertion, any certificate, record, or report required

ky this Act or certified copy thereof so made, counter-
feited, altered, amended, or mutilated, or which is false
in whole or in part cr which relates to the birth of
another person, whether living or deceased; or

Any employee of the (Cffice of Vital Statistics or any office
designated under Section 5(b)) who willfully and knowingly
furnishes or processes a certificate of birth, or certified
copy of a certificate of birth, with the knowledge or
intention that it te used for the purposes of decepticn; or

Any person who without lawful authority possesses any
certificate, reccrd, or report, required by this Act or a
copy or certified copy of such certificate, record, or
report knowing same tc have been stolen cr otherwise
unlawfully obtained.

(b) A fine cf not more than $1,000 or imprisonment of not more
than one year, or bcth, shall be imposed on:

(n

Any person who willfully and knowingly fefuses to provide
information required by this Act or regulations adopted
hereunder; or
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(2) Any person who willfully and knowingly transports or
accepts for transportation, interment, or cther disposition
a dead body without an accompanying permit as provided in
this Act; or

(3) 2ny person who willfully and knowingly neglects or violates
any of the provisicns of this Act or refuses to perform any
of the duties imposed upon him or her by this Act.

SECTICN 3C., Applicability

The provisions of this Act also apply to all certificates of birth,
death, marriage, and reports of (divorce, dissolution of marriage,
or annulrent), spontaneous fetal death, and induced termination

of pregnancy previously received by the (Office of Vital Statitics)
and in the custody of the State Registrar or any other (custcdian
of vital records).

SECTICN 31. Severability

If any rrovision of this Act (or the application thereof to any
person or circumstances) is hkeld invalid, such invalidity shall
not affect cther provisions cr applications of the Act which can
ke given effect without the invalid provision or application,
and to this end the provisicrs of the Act are declared to be
severakle.

SECTICN 32. Uniformity of Interpretation

This Act shall be so construed as to effectuate its general fpurpocse
to make uniform the laws of those States which enact it.

SECIION 33. <Short Title

This Act may be cited as the "Vital Statistics Act."

SECTIICN 34, Fepeal

{Section___ and Section___,____ Laws of are hereby repealed;
and) all other laws or parts of laws which are inconsistent with
the provisicns of this Act are hereby repealed.

e ]

SECTION 35, 1Time of Taking Effect

This Act shall take effeCte « o ¢ o
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MOLEYL STATE VITAL STATISTICS REGULATIONS

REGULATION 1. Duties of State Registrar
(Authorization: Section 5 of the Model Act)

Regulation 1.1 Forms

211 forms, certificates, and reports used in the system of vital
statistics are the property of the (State public health administrative
agency) ~hereinafter referred tc as "State Agency"-and shall be
surrendered tc the State Registrar of Vital Statistics-hereinafter
referred to as "State Registrar"-upon demand. The forms prescribed
and distributed by the State Fegistrar for reporting vital statistics
shall be used only for official purposes. Only those forms furnished
or approved kty the State Registrar shall be used in the reporting of
vital statistics or in rakirg copies thereof.

Regulation 1.2 Requirements for Preparation of Certificates

A1l certificates and records relating to vital statistics must
either be prepared on a typewriter with a black ribbon or printed
legibly in black, unfading ink. All signatures required shall

be entered in black, unfading ink. Unless otherwise directed

by the State Fkegistrar, no certificate shall be complete and
correct and acceptable for registration:

(a) That dces not have the certifier's name typed or
printed legibly under his or her signature;

{b) That dces not supply all items of information called for
thereon or satisfactorily account for their omission;

(c) That contains alteraticons or erasures;

(d) That does not contain handwritten signatures as required;

(e) That is marked "cory" cr "duplicate™;

(f) That is a carbon copy;

(9) That is prepared on an improper form;

(h) That contains improper or inconsistent data;

(i) That ccntains an indefinite cause of death which denotes
only symptoms of disease or conditions resulting from
disease;

(j) That is not prepared in conformity with regulations
or instructions issued ty the State Registrar.
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Regulation 1.3 Designation of Additional Offices

The State Registrar shall determine whether offices other

than the (0Office of Vital Statistics) are needed in this

State to aid in the efficiert administration of the

system of vital statistics. Such determination shall be

tased on an evaluation of the rost efficient method to meet
the needs of the people of this State with respect to the
establishment and operation of the system of vital statistics.

If the State Registrar determines that additional offices are
necessary, such offices shall te designated with the approval
of the State Agency. The duties and responsibilities may

be assigned tc currently existing offices or special branch
offices of the (Office of Vital Statistics) may be
established in those areas where they are deemed necessary,
or a ccmbination of existing cffices and branch offices may
be used. 1In all cases where existing offices are utilized,
the ermployees of such offices shall be subject to the control
of the State ERegistrar when they are performing functions
relating to the system of vital statistics.

The State EKegistrar shall delegate such duties and responsi-

bilities to such offices as he deems necessary to insure the

efficient operation of the system of vital statistics. These
may include ary or all of the following:

(a) The receipt and prccessing of birth, death, and
spcntaneous fetal death records. This would
include€e the receipt cf these records from the
person responsible fc¢r filing the record, checking
them for accuracy and ccrmpleteness, and forwarding
them tc the (Office cf Vital Statistics) at intervals
prescribed by the State Registrar.

(k) Issuance of certified copies of birth and/or death
records. The records from which the certified
cories are issued shall be provided by the (Office
of Vital Statistics). 2All forms and procedures used
to issue the copies shall be provided or agproved by
the State Registrar. If it is deemed appropriate
and feasible, any such cffice may be provided access
to all birth and/or death records filed in this State.

{c) Acting as the agent cf the State Registrar in their
designated area and prcoviding assistance to physicians,
hospitals, funeral directors, and others in matters
related to the system cf vital statistics.

The State Registrar, with the approval of the State Agency,
shall determine the responsibilities and duties of each
cffice independently.
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REGUIATION_2. Infants of Urkrncwn Parentage; Foundling Registration
(Authorization: Section 8 of the Model Act)

The report for an infant of unknown parentage shall be registered
on a regular certificate c¢f live birth and shall:

(a) Have *"foundling" plainly marked in the top
margin of the certificate;

(b) Show the required facts as determined by approximation
and have parentage data left blank;

(c) Show the signature ard title of the custodian in
lieu cf the attendant.

When a report has been placed in a special file as provided by
(Section & (d) of the Model Act), the State Registrar may inspect
such information for purposes cf properly administering the
vital statistics program.

REGULATION_ 3. Delayed Registration of Birth
(Authorizaticn: Section 9 of the Model Act)

Pequlation 3.1 Registraticn -« Five Days to One Year

Certificates cf birth filed after five days, but within one
year from the date of birth, shall be registered on the
standard form of live birth certificate in the manner
prescribed in (Section 7 of the Model Act). Such certificate
shall not ke marked "Delayed."

In any case where the certificate is signed by somecne other
than the attendant or person in charge of the institution
where birth occurred, a notarized statement setting forth
the reason therefor must ke attached to the certificate.

The State Registrar may require additional evidence in
support of the facts of birth and/or an explanation of why
the certificate of birth was ncot f£iled within the required
five days.

Fequlation _3.2 Delayed Certificate of Birth Forrm

Rll certificates registered ore year or more after the date
of birth are to be registered cn a delayed certificate of
tirth form prescribed by the State Registrar.

Begulation _3.3 Who May Request the Registration of and Sign
a Delayed Certificate of Birth

Any person born in this State whose birth is not recorded in
this State, or his parent, guardian, next of kin, or older
person acting for the registrant and having personal knowledge
of the facts of birth may request the registration of a delayed
certificate of birth, subject to these regqgulations and
instructicns issued by the State Registrar.
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Fach delayed certificate of birth shall be signed and sworn to
tefore an official authorized to administer oaths by the person
whose birth is to be registered if such person is 18 years of age
or over and is competent to sign and swear to the accuracy of the
facts stated therein; otherwise the certificate shall be signed and
sworn to Ly one of the follcwing in the indicated order of
Friority:

{(2a) One of the parents of the registrant, or
{(b) The guardian of the recistrant, or
(c) The next of kin of the registrant, or

(d) Any older person having personal knowledge of the
facts cf birth.

Requlation _3.4 Facts to be Established for a Delayed Registration
of Birth

The minimum facts which must te established by documentary evidence
shall be the following:

(a) The full name of the person at the time of birth;
(b) The date of birth and place of birth;
(c) The full maiden nare of the mother;

(d) The full name of the father; except that if the mother
was not married either at the time of conception or birth

the name of the father shall not be entered on the delayed
certificate except as rrovided in Regulaticn 3.5.

i s ol S e s o G e e s A

Change of Status

When evidence is presented reflecting a legal change of status Ly
adoption, legitimation, paterrity determination, or acknowledgment

cf paternity, a new delayed certificate may be established to reflect
such change.

The existing certificate and the evidence upon which the new
certificate was based shall be placed in a special file. Such
file shall not be subject tc inspection except upon order of

(a court cf ccmpetent jurisdiction) or by the State Registrar for
purposes of rroperly administering the vital statistics program.

Regulation__3.6 Documentary Evidence - Requirements

To be acceptatle for filing, the name of the registrant and the
date and place of birth entered on a delayed certificate of
birth shall be supported by at least:
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(a) Twc pieces of documentary evidence, only one of which
may be an affidavit cf personal knowledge, if the record
is filed within seven years after the date of birth.

(b) Three pieces of documentary evidence, only one of
which may be an affidavit of personal knowledge, if the
record is filed seven years or more after the date of
birth.

Facts of parentage shall be supported by at least one document
which may ke one of the documents above other than an affidavit
of personal krowledge.

Requlation _3.7 Documentary fvidence - Acceptability

The State Registrar may establish a priority of best evidence.

Documents presented, such as census, hospital, church, and
schocl records, must be from independent sources and shall be
in the form of the original record or a duly certified copy
therecf or a signed statement from the custodian of the record
or dccument.

A1l documents submitted in evidence, other than an affidavit

of personal knowledge, must have been established at least ten
years prior to the date of application or have been established
prior to the applicant's tenth tirthday.

An affidavit of personal kncwledge, to be acceptable, must be
prepared ty one of the parents, other relative, or any older person
and must te signed before an cfficial authorized to administer
caths. In all cases, the affiant must be at least ten years older
than the applicant and have rersonal knowledge of the facts of
kirth.

Eegqulation _3.8 Abstraction cf Documentary Evidence

The State Registrar, or his or her designated representative,
shall abstract on the delayed certificate of birth a description
of each dccument submitted to support the facts shown on the
delayed birth certificate. This description shall include:

(a) The title or descripticn of the document;

(b) The name and address of the affiant, if the document
is an affidavit of perscnal knowledge, or of the
custodian, 1f the document is an original or certified
copy of a record or a signed statement from the
custodian;

{c) The date of the original filing of the document being
akstracted;

(d) The information regarding the birth facts contained
in the document.
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All documents submitted in sufpport of the delayed birth
registration shall be returned to the applicant after review,.

Bequlation__3.9 Certificatior by the State Registrar

The State Registrar, or his or her designated representative,
shall, by signature, certify:

(@) That no prior birth certificate is on file for the
person whose birth is tc be recorded;

(b) That he or she has reviewed the evidence subritted to
estatlish the facts cf tirth;

{c) That the abstract of the evidence appearing on the delayed
certificate of birth accurately reflects the nature and
content of the document.

Begulation _3.10 Dismissal After One Year

Applicaticns for delayed certificates which have not been completed
within one year from the date cf application way ke dismissed at
the discretion of the State Registrar. Upon dismissal, the State
Registrar shall so advise the applicant and all documents

submitted in support of such registration shall be returned to the
applicant.

REGULATION _4. New Certificates of Birth Following Adoption,
Legitimation, Paternity Determination, and Paternity
Acknovwledgerent
{Autho~ization: Section 12 of the Model Act)

Regulation _U4.1 Legitimation
If the natural parents marry after the birth of a child, a new
certificate of birth shall te prepared by the State Registrar for a
child born in this State upon receipt of a sworn acknowledgement

of paternity signed by the natural parents of said child together
with a certified copy of the fparents' marriage record. However,

if another man is shown as the father of the child on the original
certificate, a new certificate may be prepared only when a determi-
nation of paternity is made ky (a court of competent jurisdiction),
or following adoption.

Regulation _U4,2 Determination of Paternity
A new certificate of birth shall be prepared by the State Registrar
for a child bern in this State upon receipt of a certified copy of a
court determination of paternity, together with a request from the
natural mother or person having legal custody of said child that such
new certificate be prepared. If the surname of the child is not
decreed by the court, the request for the new certificate shall
specify the surname to be placed on the certificate.
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Regulation _U4.3 Acknowledgement of Paternity

A new certificate of birth shall be prepared by the State Registrar
for a child born out of wedlock in this State upon receipt of a
sworn acknowledgement of paternity signed by both parents and a
written request by both parents that the child's surname be changed
on the certificate to that of the father. However, if another man
is shown as the father of the child on the original certificate,

a new certificate may be prepared only when a determination of
paternity is made by (a court cf competent jurisdiction), or
following adoption.

Regulation__4.4 New Certificate

The new certificate of birth prepared after adoption, legitimation,
determination of paternity, or acknowledgement of paternity shall
be on the forr in use at the time of its preparation and shall
include the following iters ard such other information necessary
to corplete the certificate:

{(a) The nare of the child;

(b) The date and place of birth as transcribed from the original
certificate;

(c) The names and personal rparticulars of the adoptive parents
or of the natural fparents whichever is appropriate;

(d) The name of the attendart, printed or typed;
(e) The birth number assigned to the original birth certificate;
(f) The original filing date.

The inforration necessary to locate the existing certificate

and to complete the new certificate shall be submitted to the

State Registrar on forms prescribed or approved by him or her.

Fequlation _4.5 Existing Certificate to Be Placed in a Special
File

After preparation of the new certificate, the existing certificate
and the evidence upon which the new certificate was based are to be
rlaced in a special file. Such file shall not be subject to inspec-
tion except upon order of (a cocurt of competent jurisdiction) or by
the State Registrar for purposes of properly administering the vital
statistics program.

BREGULATION 5. _Death Registration

(Authorizaticn: Section 13 of the Model Act)

Regulation__5.1 Acceptance of Incomplete Death Certificate

If all the information necessary to complete a death certificate
is not availakle within the tire prescribed for filing of the
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certificate, the funeral director shall file the certificate
corpleted with all information that is available. In all cases

the redical certification must be signed by the person responsible
for such certification. If the cause of death is unknown or
undetermined, the cause of death shall be shown as such on the
certificate. The person signing the medical certification of cause
of death also shall sign the authorization for final disposition of
the body.

A supplemental report providing the information missing from the
original certificate shall be filed with the State Registrar

as socn as possible, but in all cases within 30 days of the

date the deathk occurred.

The supplemental report shall ke made a part of the existing
death certificate. Such rerort shall be considered an
amendment, and the death certificate shall be marked "Amended."

Regulation__S.2 Hospital or Institution May Assist in Preparation
of Certificate

When a death occurs in a hospital or other institution and the
death is not under the jurisdiction of the (medical examiner,
coroner), the person in charge of such institution, or his or her
designated representative, may initiate the preparation of the
death certificate as follcws:

(a) Place the full name of the decedent and the date and
place of death on the death certificate and cbtain from
the attending physician the medical certification of
cause of death and the physiciant's signature;

(b) Present the partially ccmpleted death certificate to
the funeral director or person acting as such.

REGULATION 6. Delayed Registration of Death
(Authorizaticn: Section 14 of the Model Act)

The registration of a death after the time prescriked by statute
and regulations shall be registered on the regular certificate
of death form in the manner prescribed below:

(a) If the attending physician or (medical examiner, coroner)
at the time of death and the attending funeral director or
perscn who acted as such are available to complete and
sign the certificate of death, it may be completed without
additicnal evidence and filed with the State Registrar.
For thcse certificates filed one year or more after
the date of death, the thysician or (medical examiner,
coroner) and the funeral director or person who acted as
such must state in acccrmpanying affidavits that the informa-
ticn on the certificate is based on records kept in their
files.
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{b) In the absence of the attending physician or (medical
examiner, coroner) and the funeral director or person who
acted as such, the certificate may be filed by the next of
kin of the decedent and shall be accompanied by:

{1) 2An affidavit cf the person filing the certificate
swearing to the accuracy of the inforwation on the
certificate;

(2) Two documents which identify the decedent and his
or her date ard rlace of death.

In all cases, the State Registrar may require additional documentary
evidence to prove the facts of death.

3 summary statement of the evidence submitted in support of the
delayed registration shall te endorsed on the certificate.

REGULATION 7. Disposition cf Feports of Spontaneous Fetal
Death and Induced Termination of Pregnancy
(Authorization: Section 17 of the Model Act)

Feports ¢f spcntaneous fetal death and reports of induced
termination of pregnancy are statistical reports only and
are not tc ke incorporated intc the official records of

the (Cffice of Vital Statistics). The State Registrar is
authorized to dispose of such reports when all statistical
processing of the records has been accomplished. However,
the State Registrar may establish a file of such records so
they will be available for future statistical and research
projects provided such file is not made a part of the
official records and the rerorts are not made available for
the issuance of certified ccopies. Such file shall be
retained for as long as the State Registrar deems necessary
and it shall then be destroyed. The file may be mraintained
by photographic, electronic, or other means as determined
by the State FRegistrar, in which case the original report
from which the photographic, electronic, or other file was
made shall be destroyed.

The provisions of this regqulation shall also apply to all
records of spontanecus fetal death or induced termination
of pregnancy f£iled prior to the adoption of this regulation.



- 35 =

REGUIATION 8._ Authorization fcr FPinal Cisposition
(Authorizaticn: Section 18 of the Model Act)

Regqulation__8.1_ Removal of Ecdy

Before rerovirg a dead body or fetus from the place of death,
the funeral director or person acting as such shall:

(a) Obtain assurance frorm the attending physician that death
is frorm natural causes and that the physician will assurme
responsibility for certifying to the cause of death or
fetal death and receive permission to remove the body
frem the place of deatk; or

{b) DNotify the (medical examriner, coroner) if the case comes
within his or her jurisdiction and oktain authorization
to rercve the body.

Regulation _8.2 _Authorizaticr for Disinterment and Reinterment

An authorization for disinterment and reinterment of a dead
kody shall ke issued by the State Registrar upon receipt

of a written application signed by the next of kin and the
person who is in charge of the disinterwment or upon receipt of
an order of (a court of competent jurisdiction) directing such
disinterment.

Upon receipt cf a court order cr signed permission of the

next of kin, the State Registrar may issue one authorization

to permit disinterment and reinterment of all remains in a mass
disinterment grovided that, insofar as possible, the remains of
each body be identified and the place of disinterment and
reinterment sgecified. The authorization shall be permission
for disinterment, transportaticn, and reinterment.

A dead body properly prepared by an embalmer and deposited in a
receiving vault shall not be ccnsidered a disinterment when
removed from the vault for firal disposition.

REGULATION_9. Delayed Registration of Marriage
(Authorizaticn: Section 19 of the Model Act)

The registration of a marriage after the time prescribed by
statute shall be made on the regqular certificate of
marriage forw in the manner prescribed below:

(a) The certificate must be filed with the (appropriate
official) where the marriage license was originally
issued;
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(b) To be acceptable for registration by the State Registrar
the delayed certificate of marriage must be supported

by:

(1) 1A copy of the license or of the application for
license if the license was granted.

(2) A signed statement from the officiant or the
custodian of the official record and from one
witness to the wedding ceremcny proving that
a marriage ceremcny was performed ard the
date and place of the marriage.

In all cases, the State Registrar may require additional
documentary evidence to prove the facts of marriage.

REGUIATION 10. Amendment of Vital Records
(Authorizatior: Section 21 of the Model Act)

Regulation_10.1_ Amendment of Minor Errors on Birth Certificates
During the First Year

Amendrent of obvious errors, transposition of letters in words

of comrmon knowledge, or omissions may be made by the State
Registrar within the first year after the date of birth either
upon his or her own observaticn or query or upon request of a
rerscn with a direct and tangikle interest in the certificate

as defined in Regulation 12. When such additions or minor amend-
ments are made by the State Registrar, a notation as to the source
of the informwation, together with the date the change was made and
the initials cf the authorized agent making the change shall be
made cn the certificate in such a way as not to become a part

of any certification issued. The certificate shall not be marked
"Amended."

Requlation 10.2 All Other 2mendments

Unless otherwise provided in these regulations or in the statute,
all other amerdments to vital records shall be supported by:

(a) An affidavit setting fcrth:
(1) Information to identify the certificate;
(2) the incorrect data as it is listed on the certificate;

(3) the correct data as it should appear.

(b) One or more items of dccumentary evidence which support
the alleged facts and which were established at least
five years prior to the date of application for amendment
or within seven years cf the date of the event.

The State Registrar shall evaluate the evidence submitted in
support of any amendment, and when he or she finds reason to
doubt its validity or adequacy the amendment may ke rejected
and the arplicant advised of tlte reasons for this action.
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Regulation _10.3 Who May Apply

(a)

(b)

()

To amend a birth certificate, application may be made

by one of the parents, the guardian, the registrant if
18 years of age or over, or the individual responsible
for £iling the certificate.

To amend a death certificate, application wmay be made by
the next of kin or the funeral director or person acting
as such who signed the death certificate. Applications

to amend the medical certification of cause of death

shall ke made only by the physician who signed the medical
certification or the (wmedical examiner, coroner).

To amend certificates cf marriage and reports of (divorce,
dissclution of marriage, or annulment), a signed statement
must be received from the custodian of the official

record from which the report or certificate was prepared,
stating in what manner such record has been amended.

Thcse items appearing cn the (divorce, dissolution of
marriage, or annulment) record which are not a part of

the (divorce, disscluticn of marriage, or annulment)
decree may be amended either upon query by the State
Registrar or applicaticr of the parties to the (divorce,
dissolution of marriage, or annulment), or their legal
regresentatives,

Regulation _10.4 Amendment of Registrant's Given Names on

Birth Certificates Within the First Year

Until the registrant's first birthday, given names may be amended
upon writter request of:

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

Both parents, or
The mother in the case of a child born out of wedlock, ot

The father in the case c¢f the death or incapacity of the
mother, or

The mother in the case of the death or incapacity of
the father, or

The guardian or agency having legal custody of
the registrant.

After one year from the date of birth the provisions of
Regulation 10.2 must be followed to amend a given name if
the name was entered incorrectly on the birth certificate.
3 legal change of name order must be submitted from

(2 court cf ccmpetent jurisdiction) to change a given
name after one year.
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Requlation _10.5 Addition cf Given Names on Birth Certificates

Until the registrant®s severth birthday, given nanmes, for a
child whose tirth was recorded without given names, may be
added to the certificate upcn written request of:

(a) Both parents, or

(b) The mother in the case of a child born out of
wedlcck, or

(c) The father in the case of the death or incapacity
of the mother, or

(d) The mother in the case cf the death or incapacity of
the father, or

(e) The guardian or agency having legal custody of the
registrant.

After seven years the provisicrs of Regulation 10.2 must
ke followed to add a given rarnme.

Regulation 1.6 Medical Iters

211 items of a medical nature may be amended only ugon
receipt of a signed statement from those persons responsible
for the completion of such items. The State Registrar may
require documentary evidence to substantiate the requested
amendrent.

e i i S o A s s e e gt Sl A W S S

Once an awendrwent of an iter is made on a vital record, that
item shall not be amended again except upon receipt of a
court order from (a court of competent jurisdiction).

Regulation _10.8 Methods of Amending Certificates

Certificates of birth, death, and marriage and regports of
(divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment) may be
amended by the State Registrar in the following manner:

(a) Preparing a new certificate showing the correct
information when the State Registrar deems that the
nature of the amendment so requires.

The new certificate shall be prepared on the form
used for registering current events at the time of
amerdment. Except as provided elsewhere in these
regulations, the iterm number of the entry that was
amended shall be identified on the new certificate.
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In all cases, the new certificate shall show the date
the arendment was made and be given the same State
file number as the existing certificate. Signatures
aprearing on the existirg certificate shall ke typed
on the new certificate.

(b) Conpleting the iterm in any case where the item was left
blank on the existing certificate.

{(c) Drawing a single line through the item to be amended
and inserting the correct data immediately akove or to
the side thereof. The line drawn through the original
entry shall not obliterate such entry.

(d) Corpleting a special fcrm for attachment to the original
record. Such form shall include the incorrect information
as it appears on the original certificate, the correct
inforration as it should appear, an abstract of the
docurmertation used tc support the amendment, and sufficient
inforration about the registrant to link the special form
to the original record. #When a copy of the oringial record
is issued, a copy of the amendment must be attached.

(e) A certificate of birth amended pursuant to the
prcvisions of (Secticn Z1(e) of the HModel Act)
shall ke amended by rreraring a new certificate.
The item numbers of the entries that were amended
shall not, however, te identified on the new
certificate or on any certified copies that may
be issued of that certificate.

In all cases, there shall be inserted on the certificate a
statement identifying the affidavit and documentary evidence
used as proocf of the correct facts, the date the amendment

was rmade, and the initials of the person making the change.
As required by statute or regulation, the certificate shall be
marked "Awended."

REGULATION 11, Record Freservation ‘
(Authorizatior: Section 22 of the Model Act)

When an authorized reproduction of a vital record has been
properly prepared by the State Registrar and when all
steps have been taken to insure the continued preservation
of the information, the reccrd from which such authorized
reprcduction was made may be disposed of by the State
Registrar. Such record may nct be disposed of, however,
until the quality of the authcrized reproduction has been
tested to insure that acceptalkle certified copies can be
issued and until a security ccpy of such document has been
placed in a secure locaticn removed from the building where
the authorized reproducticn is housed.
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The State Registrar shall offer the original documents from
which the authorized reproductions are made to the (State
Archival Authority). The (State Archival Authority) may be
allowed tc retain permanently such records provided they
adhere to the restrictiocons in the vital statistics law
related to access to such reccrds. If the (State Archival
Authority) dces not wish to place such records in their files
the State Registrar shall be authorized to destroy the
documents. Such destruction shall be by approved methods

for dispositicn of confidential or sensitive documents.

REGUIATION 12. Disclosure of Fecords
(Authorizatior: Section 23 of the Model Act)

To protect the integrity of vital records:

(a) The State Registrar or cther custodians of vital
records shall not permit inspection of, or disclose
information contained in vital statistics records, or
copy or issue a copy of all or part of any such record
unless he or she is satisfied that the applicant has
a direct and tangible interest in such record.

(1) 1The registrant, a member of his or her immediate
family, his or her guardian, or their respective
legal representatives shall be considered to have
a direct and tangitle interest. Others may demon-
strate a direct and tangible interest when information
is needed for determination or protectiocn of a personal
cr property right.

(2) The term "legal representative" shall include an
attorney, physician, funeral director, or other
authorized agent acting in behalf of the registrant
cr his or her farily.

(3) 1The natural parents of adopted children, when neither
has custody, and ccmmercial firms or agencies requesting
listings of names and addresses shall not be considered
tc have a direct and tangible interest.

(b) The State Registrar may permit the use of data from vital
statistics records fcr statistical or research purposes,
sukject to such conditicns as the State Registrar may
impose. No data shall be furnished from records for
research purposes until the State Registrar has prepared,
in writing, the conditicns under which the records or
data will be used and received an agreement signed by a
responsible agent c¢f the research organization agreeing
to meet with and conform to such conditions.



(¢)

(d)

(e)

(£f)

(9)

The State Registrar or the local custodian may disclose
data from vital statistics records to Federal, State,
county, or municipal agencies of government which regquest
such data in the conduct of their official duties.

Inforration from vital statistics records indicating a
birth occurred out of wedlock may be disclosed only if
it can be shown that disclosure of the information will
be of tenefit to the registrant.

The State Registrar or local custodian shall not issue

a certified copy of a record until a signed application
has been received from the applicant. Whenever it shall
be deemed necessary to establish an applicants right to
inforration from a vital record, the State Registrar

or local custodian may also require identification of
the applicant or a sworn statement.

Nothing in this Regulation shall be construed to permit
disclosure of informaticn.contained in the "Information
for Medical and Health Use Only" section of the birth
certificate or the "Information for Statistical Purposes
Only" section of the certificate of marriage or report of
(divorce, dissolution cf marriage, or annulment) unless
specifically authorized by the State Registrar for
statistical or research purposes or if authorized by

(a court of competent jurisdiction).

When 1C0 years have elepsed after the date of birth
or 50 years have elapsed after the date of death,
marriage, or (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or
annulrent), such reccrds in the custody of the State
Registrar shall become fpublic records and any person
may cbktain copies of such records, upon sutmission

of an application containing sufficient information
to locate the record. For each copy issued or search
of the files made, the State Registrar shall collect
the same fee as is charged for the issuance of certified
copies or a search of the files for other records in
his or her possessior.

<The State Registrar stall establish a public room
where copies of these public records will be made
available for viewing., Such records will be made
available in photograrkic or other suitable format
and adequate facilities for viewing will be provided.
Each person using this facility will be charged a

fee of _ per hour or fracticn thereof.>
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REGULATIION_13._ Copies cf Data from Vital Records
(Ruthorization: Section 24 of the Model Act)

(a) Full or short form certified copies of vital records
may be made by mechanical, electronic, or other
reproductive processes, except that the information
contained in the "Information for Medical and Health
Use Cnly" section cf tke birth certificate or the
"Information for Statistical Purposes Only" section
of the certificate of rarriage and report of (divorce,
dissolution of marriage, or annulment) shall not be
included.

(b) When a certified ccpy is issued, each certification
shall be certified as a true copy by the officer in
whose custody the record is entrusted and shall
include the date issued, the name of the issuing
officer, the registrarts signature or an authorized
facsimile thereof, and the seal of the issuing office.

(c) Confidential verificaticn of the facts contained in a
vital record may be furnished by the State Registrar to
any Federal, State, County, or municipal gcvernment
agency or to any other agency representing the interest
of the registrant, subject to the limitations as indicated
in (a) above. Such confidential verficiations shall be on
forrs prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar or
on forrs furnished by the requesting agency and acceptable
to the State Registrar; or, the State Registrar may authorize
the verfication in other ways when it shall prove in the best
interests of his or her office.

(d) When the State Registrar finds evidence that a certificate
was registered through rmisrepresentation or fraud, he or she
shall have authority tc withhold the issuance of a certified
cory of such certificate until a court determination of the
facts has been made.

BEGUIATION 14. Fees for Copies and Searches
(Authorization: Section 25 of the Model Act)

No certified copy shall be issued until the fee for such copy
is received unless specific apgroval has been obtained from
the State Registrar or otherwise provided for by statute or
regulation.

For the issuance of a full certified copy or short form or birth
card certification of a vital record, the fee shall be______

Fer ccpy. For each search cf the files when no record is found
or nc copy is made, the fee shall be _____ « For statistical
research purposes, the State Fegistrar shall determine the

fee fcr such services on the Lkasis of the costs of providing
such services and determine the manner in which such costs

must ke paid.
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PEGUIATION_15. Persons Required to Keep Records
(Authorization: Section 26 of the Model Act)

FEach funeral director shall keep a record containing, as a
minimum, the following information about each dead body
or fetus the funeral directcr bkandles:

(2) The date, place, and time of receipt;
(b) The date, place, and marner of disposition;

(c) If the dead body or fetus is delivered to another
funeral director, the date of such delivery and
the name and address of the funeral director to
wher delivered;

(d) The items required by the certificate of death for
those deaths for which the funeral director was
required to file the certificate.

BEGUIATION 16. Matching of Birth and Death Certificates
(Authorization: Section 28 of the Model Act)

When carrying out the birth ard death matching program, the State
Registrar shall establish written guidelines which provide the
standards for determining a ratch does exist. These standards
shall specify the informaticn about the decedent which must be
availakle and which must be ccmpared to the inforwation on the
birth certificate before a match can be made. These items shall
include as a rinimum: name of decedent; name of father and
maiden name of mother; date of birth or age of decedent;

State of rirth of decedent; and marital status of decedent.

No match shall be made unless there is documented proof of the
fact cf death.

The date cf death, the State where death occurred, and the death
certificate number shall be pcsted to the birth certificate.
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