
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

Public Health Service

National Center for Health Statistics

Hyattsville, Maryland

May 1978


DHEW Publication No. (PHS) 78-1115 1977REVISION 



NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS


Dorothy E. Rice, Director


Robert A. Israel

Deputy Iirector


Jacob J. Feldman, Ph.D. 
Associate Director for Analysis 

Gail F. Fisher, Ph.D.

Associate Director for the Cooperative Health

Statistics System


Elijah L. White

Associate Director for Eata Systems


James T. Baird, Jr., Ph.D.

Associate Director for International Statistics


Robert C. Huber

Associate Director for Management


Monroe G. Sirken, Ph.D.

Associate Director for Mathematical. Statistics


Peter L. Hurley

Associate Director for Operations


James M. Robey, Ph.D.

Associate Director for Prcgram Development


Paul E. Leaverton, Ph.D.

Associate Director for Research


Alice Haywood

Information Officer


DIVISICN CF VI!ZAL STATISTICS


John E. Patterson

Director


Alice M. Hetzel

Deputy Director


Loren C. Chancellor

Chief, Registration Methods Branch


For sale by the SuperMendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printiig Office 
Wa.shington,D.C .20402 

StockNo. 017-022-00022-7 



APPROVED and RECOMMENDED


by the 

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials


American Association for Vital Records and Public

Health Statistics


United States Public Health Service


These documents have also been submitted to the Council

of State Governments for their consideration. At the

time of publication, their endorsement is still pending.


These revisions replace the 1959 Revision of the

Model State Vital Statistics Act (PHS:794) and the

1973 Revision of the Model State Vital Statistics

Regulations (PHCRS Dec. #616.6)




TECHNICAI CONSULTANT PANEL

c~n


Revision of the Model State Vital Statistics Act

and


Model State Vital Statistics Regulations


MEMBERS
.....—


Mr. Donald J. Davids (Chairman) 
Chief, Records and Statistics Section 
Colorado State Department of Health 
Denver, Colorado 80220 

Mrs. Hazel Aune (formerly Chief, registration Methods 
7094 Valley View Road, Route 7 Branch, Division of Vital Statistics, 
Verona, Wisconsin 53593 

Mr. Irvin G. Franzen

Director. Registration and Health


Statistics

Kansas State Department of Health

Topeka, Kansas 66603


Miss Martha H. Pattillo

1265 McLendon Avenue, N.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30307


Mr. Ronald V. Saf

Executive Director

Iowa Board of Medical Exarriners

Des Moines, Iowa 50309


Resource Staff
------.-------


Mr. Loren E. Chancellor


National Center for Health Statistics)


(formerly, Assistant Director, Vital

Records Unit, Department of Human

Resources, Atlanta, Georgia)


Chief, Registration Methods Eranch

Division of Vital Statistics

National Center for Health Statistics


Mr. George A. Gay

Public Health Analyst

Registration Methods Branch

Division of Vital Statistics

National Center for Health Statistics


Mrs. Mary Lou Dundon

Conference Assistant

conference Management Branch

Office of Program Support

National Center for Health Statistics






------------------------ --------- -------- ---------------

------------------------ -----------

---------------------------------
---------------- -----------------

----
------------------------ -----

-------------------
------- ---------------

--------
-----

----------------
------------------------- ----------

------------------------
-------------------

----------
------------------------- ---------

--------
-------- ------------------------

----------------- --------------

------------------------
---------

---
-------------------------

---------------------
------------------------

-------------
---------------- ------------------------ ----

------------------------- -----
-------------------------- --------------

-------------------------
------------------------ --------

------------------------- -------- --------------
---------------- ----------------

-----

CONIEN!l!S


MODEL STATE VITAL STATISTICS ACT


—.-— 
PAGE


Preface

Section


1.

2*


1 3.

u.

5.

6.

7.

8*

9.

10.

11.

12.


13.

14.

15.

16*

17.

18.

19.

20.


21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

3~.

35.


1


Definitions ------e- 3

Office of Vital Statistics and Statewide System


of Vital Statistics 4

Rules and Regulations 4

Appointment of State Registrar of Vital Statistics 4

Duties of State Registrar 4

Content of Certificates and Reports 5

E!irthRegistration ------. ----.-- 6

Infants of Unknown Parentage: Foundling Registration -- 7

Delayed Registration of Birth ------------------------ - 8 
Judicial Procedure to Establish Facts of Birth 8 
COUrt Reports of AdoFtion ------------------------ 9 
New Certificates of Eirth Following Adoption, 

Legitimation, Paternity Determination, and

Paternity Acknowledgement ---.----- - 10


Death Registration 11

relayed Registration of Death 13

Reports of Spontaneous Fetal Death 13

Reports of Induced Termination of Pregnancy 14

Statistical Reports 14

Authorization for Final Disposition o--------- 14

Marriage Registration 15

(Divorce, Dissolution of Marriage, or Annulment)

Registration ---.---- 16


Amendment of Vital Records ------------------ --------. 16

Reproduction of Vital Records 17

Disclosure of Information from Vital Records 17

Copies or Data from the System of Vital Statistics 18

Fees for Copies and Searches 19

Persons Required to Keep Records 19

llutiesto Furnish Information 20

Matching of Birth and Death Certificates 20

Penalties 21

Applicability ----.---- 22

Severability 22

Uniformity of Interpretation 22

Short Title -------. - 22

Repeal 22

Tire of Taking Effect 22


MODEL STA’IEVITAL STATISTICS REGULATIONS - see Page 23


NOTE


Where the need for variation was apparent, parentheses,

“( ),” have been placed around the word----( )


In cases where recommendations were considered optional,

wording was placed in <>




MODEL STATE VITAL STATISTICS ACT


PREFACE


The Model State Vital Statistics Act is a document designed to be

used ky State Registrars of Vital Statistics and State Legislators

when considering revision of the Vital Statistics laws. The main

objectives of the 1977 Revisior of the Model Act are: (1) ‘lo 
incorporate current social customs and practices and current tech­
nology into the policies and Procedures of the vital statistics 
system in the various States; (2) to promote the uniformity of these 
policies and procedures to the end that all vital records will be 
readily acceptable in all places as prima facie evidence of the facts 
therein recorded: (3) to enhance the level of comparability of vital 
statistics data among the varicus States; and (4) to minimize 
duplication within the vital statistics system and thereby achieve 
maximum administrative econcmy. 

The historical philosophy of the vital statistics systems in the 
United States is that vital events be registered only in the State 
in which they occur. This concept is maintained in this Revision 
of the Model Act. Ihe jurisdiction of the State Registrar extends 
only to boundaries of his State and standards for registration may 
be set and enforced only for those events occurring within those

boundaries. This is a very imFortant concept in maintaining the

validity of vital records in their use for legal Furposes. If

it is to be respected, the apF~opriate procedures for recording

birth and death information fcr United States citizens born or

dying in fo~eign countries and certification of birth information

for aliens adopted by United States citizens must continue to be the

responsibility of those Federal Agencies which retain jurisdiction

over recording these events.


While this revision of the Model Act does not constitute an abrupt 
departure from earlier Model Vital Statistics Acts, there are several 
modifications that should be noted. The most significant change re­
lates to the establishment cf a centralized system for the collection, 
processing, registration and certification oi vital records in each

State, whereby all vital events are reported directly to the State Office

of Vital Statistics. However, the Model Act contains authorization for

local offices to perform those functions the State Registrar may direct,

including the receipt and processing of vital records and the issuance 
of certified copies, when such offices can be shown to be an aid to 
efficient and effective operation of the system. The Model Act further

Frovides for the options of allowing such local offices to work with

records only for their designated geographic area or to be given access

to the entire State file and allowing them to issue certified copies with-

out regard to where the event occurred within the State. The important

concept, however, is that these offices are part of the State Office of

Vital Statistics and are under the direct control of the State Registrar.
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The recommendation for a change from a locally-oriented vital

statistics system to a centralized system is based on several

considerations: (1) A centralized system produces more timely

registration of the records, thereby improving the timeliness

of all operations, including Publication of statistical data

as well as fulfillment of citizensS needs for vital recozds

services; (2) it decreases duplication and cost since many

activities presently performed at local vital records offices

are repeated at the State Office; (3) it reduces the opportunity

for fraudulent use of certified copies because amendments to

the records will be easier to control.and certified copies will 
be issued only from the original recc~rdand not from copies of 
the original record: and (4) due to t,hemobility of the population 
it frequently is of no benefit to maintain a file of records in 
the county or town of birth or death because many p?ople do not

reside in the place where they were born or where a family memker

dies.


This revision of the Model Act also makes a significant change in 
the registration of fetal deaths. Spontaneous fetal deaths of 20 
completed weeks gestation or rc~e and all induced terminations of 
pregnancy, irrespective of duration of gestation, will be report­
ed as legally required statistical reports, which will not be 
iI’ICOrpOr?Lted into the official vital records file. This change

recognizes the fact that spontaneous fetal death and induced

abortion are not legal events in the ~sense that they neither

create nor change a legal StatUS.


‘Ihisrevision of the Model Act also recognizes concerns about

invasion of privacy, confidentiality, and fraudulent use of

vital records and includes specific provision concerning these

matters. In Particular, the Fenalty provisions of the Model

Act have been strengthened to serve as a deterrent to illegal

use of vital records and to prcvide adequate penalties when

prosecution is necessary.


In addition to this Model Act, Model Regulations have been 
developed to standardize many of the administrative practices 
and p~ocedures in effect in vital statistics offices. The

Model Act and the Model Regulations sh,ould be considered

jointly whenever vital statistics statutes are to be revised.
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SECTICN 1 Definitions
——--m


As used in this Act:


(a) J*Vital statisticsl~ means the data derived from certificates

and ~eports of birth, death, ‘spontaneous fetal death, induced

termination of pregnancy, marriage, (divorce, dissolution of

marriage, or annulment) and related reports.


(b]	 “Systerr of vital statistics” means the registration, collection,

preservation, amendment and certification of vital records; the

collection of other reEorts required by this Act; and activities

related thereto includirg the tabulation, analysis and publication

of vital statistics.


(c)	 ‘~Vital records~l means certificates or reports of birth, death,

marriage, ~divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment) and

data related thereto.


(d) !~J?ile’I
means the presentation of a vital record provided for in

this Act for registration by the (Office of Vital Statistics) .


(e) t~llegistration
itmeans the acceptance by the (Office of Vital

Statistics) and the incorporation of vital records provided for

in this Act into its official records.


(f) l~~lveblr~h?~means the complete expulsion or extraction fZOXRi.tS

mother of a product of human conception, irrespective of the

duration of pregnancy, uhich, after such expulsion or extraction,

breathes, or shows any other evidence of life such as beating of

the beart~ pulsaticn of the umbilical cord, or definite movement

of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been

cut or the placenta is attached.


(9) I’Fetaldeath~Jmeans death prior to the complete expulsion or

extraction from its mother of a product of human conception,

irrespective of the duration of pregnancy; the death is indicated

by the fact that after such expulsion or extraction the fetus does

not breathe or show any other evidence of life such as heating of

the heart, pulsaticn of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of

voluntary muscles.


(1)	 ‘~Inducedtermination of pregnancyl~ means the purposeful

interruption of pregnancy with the intention other than

to produce a Iive-bozn infant or to remove a dead fetus

and which does not result in a live birth.


(2)	 ~lSpontaneous fetal deathf’means the expulsion or extraction

of a product of human conception resulting in other than

a live birth and which is not an induced termination of

pregnancy.


(h)	 ‘*Dead bodyl’means a human body or such parts of such human body

frorr the condition of which it reasonably may be concluded that

death recently occurred.
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(i)	 ~!Finaldisposition” means the burial, interment, cremation, removal

from the State, or other authorized disposition of a dead body or

fetus.


(j)	 “Physician “ means a person authorized or licensed to practice

medicine or osteopathy ~ursuant to the laws of this State.


(k)	 ‘~Institution” means any estab.lishment, public oc private, which

provides in-patient medical, :surgical,or diagnostic care or

treatment or nursing, custodial, or domiciliary care, or to which

pe~sons are committed ky law.


SECTICN—2.	 Office of Vital Statistics and Statewide System of

Vital Statistics


There is hereby established in the (State public health administrative

agency) an (Office of Vital Statistics) which shall instalk, maintain

and operate the only system of vital statistics throughout this State. 
The (Office of Vital Statistics) shall be provided with sufficient staff,

suitable cffices, and other resources for the proper administration of

the system cf vital statistics and for the preservation of its official

records.


SECTION 3. Rules and Regulations


The (State public health administrative agency), hereinafter referred

to as ~IStateAgency,“ is authorized to adoptO amend and repeal rules

and regulations foc the purFose of {carrying out the provisions of this

Act.


SECTION 4. AEpointment of State Registrar of Vital Statistics
------—­


‘l’he(State Health Officer) shall appoint the State Registrar of

Vital Statistics, hereinafter referred to as “State Registrar,”

in acco~dance with civil service laws and regulations.


SECTICN 5. I!utiesof State Registrar
-----.---


(a) The State Registrar shall:


(1)	 Administer and enforce the provisions of this Act 
and the rules and regulations issued hereunder and 
issue instructions for the efficient administration 
of the system of vital statistics.


(2)	 Cirect and supervise the system of vital statistics

and the (Office of Vital Statistics) and be custodian

of its records.


(~)	 Direct, supervise and control the activities of all

persons when they are engaged in activities per­

taining to the operation of the system of vital

statistics.
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(4) 

(a 

(6) 

(7) 

Conduct training progKams to promote uniformity of

Folicy and procedures throughout the State in matters

Pertaining to the system of vital statistics.


Frescribe, with the approval of the State Agency,

furnish and distribute such forms as are required by

this Act and the rules and regulations issued hereunder,

or prescribe such other means for transmission of data

as will accomplish the purpose of complete and accurate

reporting and registration.


Prepare and publish zeports of vital statistics of this

State and such other reports as may be required by the

State Agency.


Provide to local health agencies copies of or data derived 
from certificates and reports required under this Act, as he or 
she shall determine are necessary for local health planning and 
program activities. !IheState Registrar shall establish 
a schedule with each local health agency for transmittal 
of the copies or data. The copies or data shall remain the 
Froperty of the (Office of Vital Statistics), and the uses 
which may be made cf them shall be governed by the State 
Registrar.


(b)	 The State Registrar ray establish or designate offices in

the State to aid in the efficient administration of the system

of vital statistics.


(c)	 The State Registrar may delegate such functions and duties

vested in him or her tc employees of the {Office of Vital

Statistics) and to emplcye=s of any office established or

designated under Secticn 5(b).


SJCTICJN 6. Content of Certificates and Reports 

(a)


(b)


(c)


(a) 

In order to promote and maintain nationwide uniformity in

the system of vital statistics, the forms of certificates

and reEorts required by this Act, or by regulations 
adopted hereunder~ shall include as a minimum the items 
recommended by the Federal agency responsible for national 
vital statistics. 

Each certificate, reFort, and other document required by

this Act shall be on a form or in a format prescribed by

the State Registrar.


All vital records shall contain the date received for

registration.


Inforiration reguired in certificates or reports authorized by

this Act may be filed and registered by photographic, electronic~

or other means as prescribed by the State Registrar.
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SECTION 7. Birth Registration
—---—-


(a)	 A certificate of birth for each live birth which occurs

in this State shall be filed with the (Office of Vital

Statistics), or as otherwise directed by the State Registrar,

within five days after such birth and shall be registered

if it has been completed and f~iled in accordance with this

section.


(b)	 When a birth occurs in an institution or en route thereto, the

person in charge of the institution or his or her designated

re~resentative shall oktain the personal data, prepare the

certificate, secure the signatures required, and file the

certificate as directed in Section 7(a) or as otherwise

directed by the State Registrar within the required five

~ays. The physician or other person in attendance shall

provide the medical information required by the certificate

and certify to the facts of birth within 72 hours after

the birth. If the physician, or other person in attendance,

does not certify to the facts of birth within the 72-hour

period, the person in charge of the institution shall ccYm­

plete and sign the certificate.


(c)	 When a birth occurs uutside an institution, the certificate 
shall he prepared and filed by one of the following in the 
indicated order of priority: 

(1)	 The physician in attendance at or immediately after the

birth, or in the absence of such a persone


(2)	 Any other person in attendance at or immediately after

the birth, or in the absence of such a person,


(3)	 The father, the mother, or, in the absence of the father

and the inability of the mother, the person in charge of

the Fremises where the birth occurred.


(d)	 When a birth occurs an a moving conveyance within the

United States and the child is first removed from the

conveyance in this State, the birth shall he registered

in this State and the Flace where it is first removed shall

be considered the place of birth. When a birth occurs

om a moving conveyance while in international waters or

air space or in a foreign country or its air space and

the child is first removed from the conveyance in this

State, the birth shall be registered in this State but

the certificate shall show the actual place of birth

insofar as can be determined.


(e) (1)	 If the mother was married alt the time of either conception 
or birth, or between conception and birth,, the name of the 
husband shall be entered on the certificate as the father 
of the child <and the surname of the child shall he entered 
on the certificate as that of the husband>, unless paternity 
has been determined otherwise by (a court of competent
.

jurisdiction) .
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(2)	 If the mother uas not married at the time of either

conception or bilth or between conception and birth,

the name of the father shall not be entered on the

certificate withaut the written consent of the mother

and the person to be named as the father, in which case,

upon written request of both parents, the surname of the

child shall be entered on the certificate as that of the

father.


(3)	 In any case in which paternity of a child is determined

by (a court of comFetent jurisdiction), the name of the

father and surname of the child shall he entered on the

certificate of birth in accordance with the finding and

order of the court.


(4)	 If the father is not named on the certificate of birth,

no other information about the father shall be entered

on the certificate.


< (5)	 In all other cases, the surname of the child shall be

the legal surname of the mother at the time of the birth.>


(f)	 The bilth certificate cf a child born to a married woman 
as a result of artificial insemination, with consent of her 
huskand, shall be coxrpleted in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 7(e) (l). 

(g)	 Either of the parents of the child, or other informant, shall

attest to the accuracy of the personal data entered on the

certificate in time to permit the filing of the certificate

within the five days prescribed in Section 7(a).


SECTIO~ 8. Xnfants of Unknown Parentage; Foundling Registration
——--


(a)	 llhoev~~ assumes the custody of a live born infant of unknown

parentage shall report cn a form and in a xrannerprescribed

by the State Registrar within five days to the (Office of

Vital Statistics) the fcllouing information:


~1) ‘Ihedate and place of finding: 

(2) Sex, color or race, and approximate birth date of child;


(3)	 Name and address of the person or institution with whom

the child has been placed ‘for care;


(Q) Name given to the child by the custodian of the child; 

(5) Cther data required by the State Registrar.


(b)	 The place where the child was found shall be entered as the

place of birth~
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(c)	 A report registered under this section shall constitute the 
certificate of birth fcr the child. 

(d)	 If the child is identified and a certificate of birth is found

or obtained, the report registered under this section shall

be Flaced in a special file and shall not he subject to

inspection except upon order c~f (a court of competent

jurisdiction) or as Eravided by regulation.


SIZCTION9. Delayed Registration of Elirth
-----—-.


(a)	 Uhen a certificate of kirth of a person horn in this State

has not been filed within the time period provided in

Section 7, a certificate of birth may be filed in accord­

ance with regulations cf the State Agency. The certifi­

cate shall be registered subject to such evidentiary

requirements as the State Agency shall by regulation

prescribe to substantiate the alleged facts of birth.


(b)	 Certificates of birth registered one year or more after the

date of birth shall ke made on forms prescribed and furnished

by the State Registrar, marked ~tDelayed,$land shall show on

their face the date cf the delayed registration.


(c)	 A sumuary statement of the evidence submitted in support of

the delayed registration shall be endorsed on the certificate.


(d) (1)	 Rhen an applicant does not submit the rrinimumdocumentation

required in the regulations for delayed registration or when

the State Registrar has re61S0nable cause to question the

validity or adequacy of the applicant~s sworn statement

or the documentary evidence~ and if the deficiencies are

not corrected, the State Registrar shall not register the

delayed certificate of birth and shall advise the aFplicant

of the reasons for this action, and shall further advise

the applicant of his or her right of appeal to (a court

of competent jurisdiction) .


(2)	 ‘IheState Agency may by regulation provide for the dismissal

of an application vhich is not actively prosecuted.


SECTION 10. Judicial Procedure to Establish Facts of Birth—----—--

(a)	 If a delayed certificate of birth is rejected under the

provisions of Section 9, a petition signed and sworn to

by the petitioner may be filed with (a court of competent

jurisdiction) for an order establishing a record of the date

and place of the birth and the parentage of the person whose

birth is to be registered.


(b~	 Such petition shall be tradeon a form prescribed and furnished

by the State Registrar and shallLallege:


(1)	 That the person for whom a delayed certificate of birth

is sought was born in this Stalte;
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(2)	 ‘Ihatno certificate cf birth of such person can be found

in the (Office of Vital Statistics) or (the office of any

local custodian of birth certificates) ;


(3)	 That diligent efforts by the petitioner have failed to

obtain the evidence required in accordance with Section 9

cf this Act and Regulations adopted pursuant thereto:


(4)	 ‘Ihatthe State Registrar has refused to register a delayed

certificate of birth and;


(5) Such other allegations as may be required. 

(c)	 The petition shall be accompanied by a statement of the State

Registrar made in accordance with Section 9 and all documentary

evidence which was subrritted to the State Registrar in support

of such registration.


(d)	 The court shall fix a time and place for hearing the petition

and shall give the State Registrac ( ) days notice of said

hearing. The State Registrar or his authorized representative

may aFFear and testify in the proceeding.


(e)	 If the court finds, fror the evidence presented, that the

person for whom a delayed certificate of birth is sought

was horn in this State, it shall make findings as to the

place and date of birth, parentage, and such other findings

as may be required and shall issue an order- on a form

prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar, to establish

a certificate of birth. This order shall include the birth

data to be registered, a description of the evidence presented,

and the date of the court’s action.


(f)	 The clerk of court shall forward each such order to the

State Registrar not later than the tenth day of the cal~ndar

month following the month in which it was entered. Such order

shall be registered ky the State Registrar and shall constitute

the certificate of birth.


SECTION 11. Court Reports of Adoption
—--


(a)	 For each adoption decreed by (a court of competent

jurisdiction) in this State, the court shall require

the preparation of a reFort of adoption on a form

prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar. The

report shall include such facts as are necessary to

locate and identify the certificate of birth of the

person adopted: shall prOVide information necessary to

establish a new certificate of birth of the person adopted:

and shall identify the order of adoption and be certified

by the clerk of court.
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(b) 

(c)


(d)


(e)


Infa~mation necessary to prepare the report of adoption 
shall ke furnished by each petitioner for adoption or 
his attorney. The [social, welfare agency) or any person 
having knowledge of the facts shall supply the court with 
such additional information as may be necessary to complete

the report. The provision of such information shall be

prerequisite to the issuance of a final decree in the matter

by the court.


Whenever an adoption decree is amended or annulled, the 
clerk of the court shall prepare a report thereof, 
which shall include such facts as are necessary to identify 
the original adoption Keport and the facts amended in the 
adoption decree as shall be necessary to properly amend the 
birth ~ecord. 

Not later than the ( ) day of each calendar month or more

frequently, as directed by the State Registrar, the clerk

of the court shall foruard to the State Registrar reports

of decrees of adoption, annulment of adoption and amendments

of decrees of adoption tihichwere entered in the preceding

month, together with such related reports as the State

Registrar shall require.


When the State Registrar shall receive a report of adoption.

annulment of adoption, or amendment of a dec~ee of ado~tion­

for a ~erson born outside this State, he or she shall forward

such report to the State Registrar in the State of birth.

If the birth occurred in a foreign country, the report of

adoption shall be returned to the attorney or agency

hardling the adoption far submission to the appropriate

Federal agency.


SECTION 12 New Certificates of Birth Following Adoption,
—--------:

Legitimation, Eaternity Determination, and

Eaternity Acknowledgement


(a)	 The State Registrar shall establish a new certificate

of birth for a person bcirnin tlhis State when he or she

receives the following:


(1)	 A report of adoption as provided in Section 11 or a 
report of adoption prepared and filed in accordance with 
the laws of another State or fozeign country, or a

certified copy of the decree of adoption, together with

the information necessary to identify the original

certificate of birth and to establish a new certificate

cf birth: except that a new certificate of birth shall

not be established if so requested by the court decreeing

the adoption, the adoEtive parents, or the adopted person.


(2)	 A request that a new certificate be established as prescribed 
by regulation and such evidence as required by regulation 
proving that such Ferson has been legitimated, or that (a 



(b)


(c)


(d)


(e)


(f)
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court of competent jurisdiction) has determined the

paternity of such a person, or that both parents have

acknowledged the paternity of such person and request

that the surname be changed to that of the father.


Whm a new certificate of birth is established, the actual

place and date of birth shall be shown. The new certificate

shall ke substituted fcr the original certificate of birth

in the files, and the original certificate of bicth and the

evidence of adoption, legitimation, paternity determination,

or paternity acknowled~einent shall not be subject to

inspection except upcn crder of (a court of competent

jurisdiction) or as Frcvided by regulation.


Upon receipt of a regort of an amended decree of adoption,

the certificate of birth shall be amended as provided by

regulation.


Upon receipt of a reFort or decree of annulment of adoption,

the original certificate of birth shall be restored to its

place in the files and the new certificate and evidence

shall rot be subject tc inspection except upon order of

(a court of competent jurisdiction] or as Frovided by

regulation.


lf no certificate of birth is on file for the person for

whom a ngw birth certificate is to be established under this

section, and the date ard place of birth have not been

determined in the adcption or paternity proceedings, a delayed

ce~tificate of birth shall be filed with the State Registrar as

provided in Section 9 cr Section 10 of this Act before a new 
certificate of birth is established. The new birth certificate 
shall ke prepared on the delayed birth certificate form. 

When a new certificate of birth is established by the State 
Registrar, all copies of the original certificate of birth in 
the custody of any other custodian of vital records in this State 
shall be sealed from inspection or forwarded to the State 
Registrar, as he or she shall direct. 

SECTION 13: Death Registration
——.-


(a)	 A certificate of death for each death which occurs in this

State shall be filed with the (Office of Vital Statistics) ,

or as ctherwise directed by the State Registrar, within five

days after death and prior to final disposition, and shall

be regi~ered if it has been completed and filed in accordance

with this section.


(1)	 If the place of death is unknown but the dead body is found

in this State, the certificate of death shall be corrpleted

and filed in accordance with this section. !Iheplace where

the body is found shall be shown as the &lace of death. If

the date of death is unknown, it shall be determined by

aF2rcximation.
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(2) When death occurs in a moving conveyance in the United States


(b)


(c)


(d)


(e)


(f)


(9)


and the body is first removed from the conveyance in this

State, the death shall be registered in this State and the

Flace where it is first removed shall be considered the place

of death. When a death occurs on a moving conveyance while

in international waters or air ,spaceor in a foreign country

or its air space and the body is first removed from the

conv~yance in this State, the death shall be registered in

this State but the certificate shall show the actual place

of death insofar as can be determined.


The funeral director or person acting as such who first assumes 
custody of the dead kody shall file the certificate of death. He 
or she shall obtain the personal data from the next of kin or the 
best qualified person or source available and shall obtain the 
medical certification from the person responsible therefor. 

The medical certification shall be completed, signed, and

returned to the funeral directc~r within 48 hours after death

by the physician in charge of the patientas care for the illness

or condition which resulted in death, except when inquiry is

required by the (Post-Mortem Examinations Act). Xn the absence

of said physician or with his or her approval the certificate may

be completed and signed by his or her associate physician, the

chief redical officer of the institution in which death occurred,

or the physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent,

provided such individual has access to the medical histcry

of the case, views the deceased at or after death, and death

is due to natural causes.


When death occurs mo~e than (10) days after the decedent was

last treated by a FhYSiCian, the case shall be referred

to the (medical examiner, coroner) for investigation to

detesmine and certify the cause of death.


When inquiry is required by the (Post-Mortem Examinations Act),

the (medical examiner, coroner) shall determine the cause of

death and shall complete and sign the medical certification within

48 hours after taking charge of the case.


If the cause of death cannot be determined within 48 hours

after death, the medical certification shall be completed

as pzovided by regulation. The attending physician or (medical

examiner~ coroner) shall give the funeral director or person

acting as such notice cf the reason for the delay, and final

disposition of the bcdy shall nc)tbe made until authorized by

the attending physician or (medical examiner, c’~roner).


When a death is presumed to have occurred within this State but

the body cannot be located, a death certificate may be prepared

by the State Registrar upon receipt of an order of (a court of

competent jurisdiction) , uhich shall include the finding of facts


I

required to complete th~ death certificate. Such a death certi­

ficate shall be marked ~lPresumptiveJ~and shall show on its face

the date of registration and shall identify the court and the

date of decree.
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SI?CTION 14. relayed Registration of Death 

(a)	 When a death occurrirg in this State has not been registered

within the time peri.cd ~rescribed by Section 13, a certificate

of death may be filed in accordance with regulations of the

State Agency. Such certificate shall be registered subject

to such evidentiary ~eguirements as the State Agency shall by

regulation prescribe to substantiate the alleged facts of death.


(b)	 Certificates of death registered one year or more after the

date of death shall be marked ‘sDelayedlland shall show cn

their face the date cf the delayed registration.


SECTION 15. Reports of Spontaneous Fetal Death
----—-—


(a)	 Each spontaneous fetal death of 20 completed weeks gestation

or more, calculated frcm the date last normal menstrual FeriOd

began to the date of delivery, or a weight of 350 grams or

more, which occurs in this State shall be reForted within five

days after delivery to the (Office of Vital Statistics) or as

otherwise directed by the State Eegistrar. A1l induced

terminations of pregnancy shall be reported in the manner

presc~ibed in Section 16 and shall not be reported as

spontaneous fetal deaths.


(1)


(2)


(3)


(4)


When a dead fetus is delivered in an institution, the

Ferson in charge of the institution or his or her designated

representative shall Erepare and file the report.


When a dead fetus is delivered outside an institution,

the ~hysician in attendance at or immediately after

delivery shall preFare and file the report.


tihena spontaneous fetal death required to be reported

ky this section occurs without medical attendance

at or immediately after the delivery or when inquiry is

required by the (Pest-t’lortem
Examinations Act), the

(medical examiner, coroner) shall investigate the

cause of fetal death and shall prepare and file the

report within five days.


when a spontaneous fetal death occurs in a moving 
conveyance and the fetus is first removed from the 
conveyance in this State or when a dead fetus is found 
in this State and the place of fetal death is unknown, 
the fetal death shall be reported in this State. The 
place where the fetus was first removed from the 
conveyance or the dead fetus was found shall be 
considered the place of fetal death.


(b)	 The naireof the father shall be entered on the

spontaneous fetal death report in accordance with

the Provisions of Section 7.
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SECTION 16 Reports of Induced Termination of Pregnancy.----—---s 

l?achinduced termination cf Fregnancy which occurs in this State,

regardless of the length cf gestation, shall be r~ported to

the (Office of Vital Statistics) within five days by the person

in charge of the institution in which the induced termination of

pregnancy was performed. If the induced termination of pregnancy

was performed outside an institution the attending physician shall

prepare and file the report.


&ljCTICN 17. Statistical 13eForts.----—--

The reports required under Sections 15 and 16 are statistical 
reports to he used only for medical and health Furposes and 
shall not be incorporated into the permanent official records 
of the system of vital statistics. A schedule for the 
disposition of these reports may be provided by regulation.


SECTION 18 Authorization fo~ Final Disposition
------—.-s


(a)


(b)


(c)


(d)


(e)


The funeral director or person acting as such who first

assumes custody of a dead body shall, prior to final

disposition of the bcdy, obtain authorization for final

disposition of the body. The physician or (medical

examiner, coroner) vhec certifying the cause of death also

shall authorize final disposition of the body on a form

prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar. ;f the

body is to be cremated, additional authorization for

cremation must be obtaired from the (medical examiner, coroner)

on a form prescribed acd furnished by the State Registrar.


Prior to final disposition of a dead fetus, irrespective of

the duration of pregnancy, the funeral director, the person

in charge of the institution, 01:other person assuming

responsibility for final disposition of the fetus shall

obtain from the parents authorization for final disposition.

Such authorization shall be on a form prescribed and furnished

or ap&roved by the State Hegistrar.


With the consent of the physician or (medical examiner, coroner)

who is to certify the cause of death, a dead body may be moved

from the place of death for the purpose of being prepared for

final disposition.


An authorization for final disposition issued under the law of’

ancthez State which accompanies a dead body or fetus brought

into this State shall te authority for final disposition of

the tody or fetus in this State.


No sexton or other persan in charge of any place in which

interment or other disposition of dead bodies is made shall

inter or allow interme;t or other disposition of a dead body

or fetus unless it is accompanied by authorization for final

disposition.
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(f) Each Ferson in charge cf any place for final disposition

shall include in the authorization the date of disposition 
and shall sign and return all authorizations to the funeral 
director or person acting as such within 10 days after the 
date of disposition. lihenthere is no person in charge of 
the place for final dis~osition, the funeral director or 
person acting as such shall endorse the authorization. At the 
close of each month the funeral director 01 person acting as 
such shall transmit to the State Registrar, in the State where 
death occurred, all endorsed authorizations received during the 
month. 

(9)	 Authorization for disinterment and reinterment shall be required 
priox to disinterment cf a dead body or fetus. Such authorization 
shall te issued by the State Registrar to a licensed funeral 
director or person acting as such, upon proper application. 

SECTION 19. Marriage Registration .

—.—--—


(a)	 A record of each marriage performed in this State shall

be filed with the [Office of Vital Statistics) and shall

be registered if it has been completed and filed in

accordance with this section.


(b)	 The official who issues the marriage license shall prepare

the record on the form ~rescribed and furnished by the

State Gegistrar upon the basis of information obtained

frcu [one of) the parties to be married.


(c)	 Each person who pe~fcrns a marriage shall certify the 
fact of marriage and return the record to the official 
who issued the license within ( ) days after the 
ceremony. (This reccrd shall be signed by the uitnesses 
to the ceremony.) (A signed copy shall be given to the 
parties.) 

(d)	 Every official issuing marriage licenses shall complete 
and foIward to the (Cffice of Vital Statistics) on or 
before the ( ) day of each calendar month the records 
of marriages returned *C such official during the 
preceding calendar mcnth. 

(e)	 A marriage record not filed within the time prescribed hy 
statute may be registered in accordance with regulations 
of the State Agency. 

< (f) Pzovision for a reccrding fee may be added here if”desired.> 
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SECTION 20. (Divorce, Dissolution of Marriage, or Annulment)
--—-—-- .

Registration


(a)	 A ~ecord of each (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or 
annulment) granted by any courit in this State shall be filed 
by the (clerk of court) with the (Office of Vital Statistics)

and shall be registered if it has been completed and filed

in accordance with this section. The record shall be prepared

by the petitioner or his or her legal representative on a form

prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar and shall

be presented to the (clerk of court) with the petition. In

all cases the completed record shall be prerequisite to

the granting of the final decree.


(b)	 The (clerk of court) shall complete and forward to the (Office

of Vital Statistics) on or before the ( ) day of each calendar

month the records of each (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or

annulment) decree granted during the preceding calendar month.


<(c) Provision for a recording fee may be added here if desired.> 

SECTION 21
----------s Amendment of Vital Records


(a)


(b)


(c)


(d)


A certificate or repcrt registered under this Act may be

am~nded only in accordance with this Act and regulations

adcpted by the State Agency to protect the integrity and

accuracy of vital records.


A certificate or report that is amended under this section

shall ke marked “Amended,” except as otherwise provided in

this section. The dat~ of amendment and a summary description

of the evidence submitted in support of the amendment shall

be endorsed on or made a part of:the record. The State Agency

shall Fresczibe by regulation the conditions under which

additicns or minor corrections may be made to certificates

or records within one year after the date of the event

without the certificate or record being marked ‘{Amended.”


Upon written request of both parents and receipt of a sworn

acknowledgment of gate~nity signed by both parents of a

child horn out of wedlock, the State Registrar shall amend

the certificate of birth to show such paternity if paternity

is not already shorn on the certificate of birth. Such

certificate shall not ke marked “Amended.”


Upon leceipt of a certified copy of an order of (a court 
of competent jurisdiction) changing the name of a person 
born in this State ard upon request of such person or his or 
her parents, guardiar, cr legal representative, the State 
Registrar shall amend the certificate of birth to show the 
new narreo
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(e) 

(f)


(9)


Upcn receipt of a certified copy of an order of (a court of

corpetent jurisdiction) indicating the sex of an individual

born in this State has keen changed by surgical proceduxe and

that such individuals name has been changed, the certificate

of birth of such individual shall be amended as prescribed

in Regulation 10.8 (e) tc zeflect such changes.


When an applicant does not submit the minimum documentation

reguired in the regulations for amending a vital record or

when the State l?egistra~ has reasonable cause to question the

validity or adequacy of the applicants swam statements or

the documentary evidence, and if the deficiencies are not

corrected, the State Registrar shall not amend the vital record

and shall advise the aF@icant of the reason for this action and

shall further advise the applicant of the right of apFeal to

(a court of competent jurisdiction).


When a certificate OK zeport is amended under this section,

the State Registrar shall report the amendment to any other

custodians of the vital record and their record shall be

amended accordingly.


SECTICN 22. Reproduction of Vital Records
—----


To preserve vital records, the State Registrar is authorized

to prepare typewritten, photographic, electronic, or other

reFroductiocs of certificates or reports in the (Office of

Vital Statistics] . Such reproductions when certified by the

State Registrar shall be accepted as the original records.

The documents from which Fermanent reproductions have been

made and verified may be disFosed of as provided ky regulation.


.

SECTION 232 Disclosure of Information from Vital Records
—------ -


(a)	 To protect the integrity of vital records, to insure their

proper use, and to insure the efficient and proper admin­

istration of the system of vital statistics, it shall be

unlawful for any person to permit inspection of, or to

disclose information contained in vital records or to

coFy or issue a copy of all or part of any such record

exceFt as authorized by this Act and by regulation or by

order of (a court cf ccmpetent jurisdiction.) Regulations

adopted under this section shall provide for adequate

standards of security and confidentiality of vital records.


(b)	 The State Agency may authorize by regulation the disclosure

of infcrxnation contained in vital records for research

purposes.


(c)	 Appeals from decisions cf custodians of vital records, as

designated under authority of Section 5(b), who refuse to

disclose information, cr to permit inspection or copying

of records as prescribed by this section and regulations

issued hereunder, shall be made to the State Registrar whose

decisions shall be binding upon such custodians.
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(d)	 When 100 years have ela~sed after the date of birth, or 50 
years have elapsed aftez the di~t~ of death~ macriage, or 
(divorce, dissolution cf marrii~ge, or annulment), the records

of these events in tke custody of the State Registrar shall

become public records a~d information shall be made available

in accordance with regulations which shall provide for the

continued safekeeping of the records.


SECTION 24. Copies or Data from the System of Vital Statistics
.-—.—.-


In accordance with Section 23 of this Act and the regulations

adopted pursuant thereto:


(a]	 The State Registrar <and other custodian(s) of vital records 
authorized by the State Registrar to issue certified copies> 
shall upon receipt of a written application issue a certified 
copy of a vital record in his or her custody or a part thereof 
to any applicant having a direct and tangible interest in the

vital record. Each COFY issued shall show the date of regis­

tration and copies issued from records marked 4tDelayedttor

“Amended*’ shall be similarly marked and show the effective

date. The documentary evidence used to establish a delayed

certificate shall be shcwn on all copies issued. All forms

and procedures used in the issui~nceof certified copies of

vital records in the State shall be provided or approved by

the State Registrar.


(b)	 A certified copy of a vital record or any part thereof, 
issued in accordance with subsection (a), shall be considered 
for all purposes the same as the original and shall be 
prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein, provided

that the evidentiary value of a certificate or record filed

more than one year after the event, or a record which has

been amended, shall ke determined by the judicial or adminis­

trative body or official before whom the certificate is offered

as evidence.


(c)	 The Federal agency responsible for national vital statistics

may be furnished such copies or data from the system of vital

statistics as it may require for national statistics, provided

such Federal agency share in the cost of collecting, processing~

and transmitting such data, and provided further that such

data shall not be used for other than statistical purposes by

the Federal agency unless so authorized by the State Registrar.


[

(d) Federal, State, local and other public or private agencies


mayw upon request, be furnished copies or data from the system 
of vital statistics fo~ statistical or administrative purposes 
upon such terms or conditions as may be prescribed by regulation, 
provided that such copies or data shall not be used for 
purposes other than those for which they were requested unless I 
so authorized by the State Registrar.
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(e)	 The State Registrar may, by agreement, transmit copies of 
records and other reEoxts required by this Act to offices 
of vital statistics cutside this State when such records or 
othex zeports relate tc residents of those jurisdictions 
or persons born in those jurisdictions. The agreement shall 
require that the capies be used for statistical and admin­
istrative purposes only and the agreement shall further provide 
for the retention and disposition of such copies. Copies 
received by the (Office of Vital Statistics) from offices 
of vital statistics in other States shall be handled in 
the satremanner as prescribed in this section.


(f)	 No person shall prepare or issue any certificate which gurports

to be an original, certified copy, or coFy of a vital record

except as authorized in this Act or regulations adopted

hereunder.


SECTION 25. Fees for Copies and Searches
-——-—


(a)	 The State Agency shall Erescribe by regulation the

fees tc be paid foz certified copies of certificates or

records, or for a search of the files or records when

no copy is made, or foz copies or information provided

foz research, statistical, or administrative purposes.


(b)	 Fees collected under this section by the State Registrar shall

be deposited in the (general fund, special vital statistics

fund) of this State, according to the procedures established

by (the laws governing collection, the State ‘Treasurer).


SECTION 26. Fersons Required to Keep Records
——---—--


(a)	 Every Ferson in charge of an institution shall keep a record 
of p~rsonal data concerning each person adxrittedor confined 
to such institution. This record shall include such information 
as required fo~ the ce~tificates of birth and death and the 
reports of spontaneous fetal death and induced termination 
of pregnancy required by this Act. The record shall be made 
at the time of admission from information provided by the 
person being admitted or confined, but when it cannot be so 
obtained, the information shall be obtained from relatives 
or other persons acquainted with the facts. The name and

address of the person FrOViding the information shall be a

part of the record.


(b)	 When a dead body or dead fetus is released or disposed of by 
an institution, the Fexson in charge of the institution shall 
keep a record showing the name of the decedent, date of death, 
name and address of the person to whom the body or fetus is 
released, and the date cf removal from the institution. If 
final disposition is made by the institution, the date, place, 
and manner of disposition shall also be recorded. 
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(c)	 A funeral director, cmkalmer, sexton, or other person who

rexroves from the place cf death, transports, or makes final

disposition of a dead body or fetus, in addition to filing

any certificate or other report required by this Act or

regulations promulgated hereunder, shall keep a record which

shall identify the body, and su~chinformation pertaining to

his or her receipt, removal, delivery, burial, or cremation of

such body as may be reguired by regulations adopted by the

State Agency.


(d) Records maintained under this section shall be retained for a

period of not less than ( ) years and shall be made available 
for inspection by the State Registrar or his or her 
representative upon deuand.


SEC~ION 27
-s Iuties to Furnish Information


(a)	 Any person having knowledge of the facts shall furnish such

information as he or ske may possess regarding any birth, death,

spontaneous fetal death, induce(dtermination of pregnancy,

marriage, or (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment),

upon demand of the State Registrar.


<(h) Not later than the t~nth day of the month following the month

of occurrence, the administrator of each institution shall send

to the (Office of Vital Statistics] a list showing all births and

deaths occuring in that institution during the preceding month.

Such lists shall be on forms prc~vided by the State Registrar.>


<(c) Not later than the tenth day of the month following the wonth of

occurrence, each funeral directc}r shall send to the (Office of

Vital Statistics) a list showing all dead kodies embalmed or

otherwise prepared for final disposition or dead bodies finally

disposed of by the funeral director during the preceding month.

Such list shall be made on forms provided hy the State Registrar.>


SECTION 28
--— ---.--: Matching of Ei.rth and Death Certificates 

To protect the integrity cf vital records and to prevent the

fraudulent use of birth c~rtificates of deceased persons, the

State Registrar is hereby authorized to match birth and death

certificates, in accordance with written standards promulgated

by the State Registrar to pxove beyond a reasonable doubt the

fact of death, and to post the facts of death to the appropriate

birth certificate. Copies issued fro!mbirth certificates marked

deceased shall be similarly narked.
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SECTION 29. Eenalties
-------—--


(a)	 A fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment of not

more than five years, or both, shall be imposed on:


(1)


(2)


(3)


(4)


(5)


Any Ferson who willfully and knowingly makes any false 
statement in a certificate record8 or report required by 
this Act, or in an aEFlication for an am~ndment thereof, 
cr in an application for a certified copy of a vital

record, or who willfully and knowingly supplies false

information intending that such information be used in the

Preparation of any such report, record, or certificate~

or auendment thezecf; or


lny Ferson who without lawful authority and with the 
intect to deceive, makes, counterfeits, alters, amends, 
or rrutilates any certificate, record, or report reguired 
ky this Act or a certified copy of such certificate, 
reccxd, or report; ar 

Any Ferson who willfully and knowingly obtains, possesses,

uses, sells, furnishes, or attempts to oktain, possessc

use, sell, or furnish to another, for any purpose of

deceFtion, any certificate, record, or report required

ky this Act or certified copy thereof so made, counter­

feited, altered, auerded, or mutilated, or which is false

in whole or in part or which relates to the birth of

another person8 whether living or deceased; or


Any em@oyee of the (Cffice of Vital Statistics or any office 
designated under Section 5(b)) who willfully and knowingly 
furnishes or processes a certificate of birth, or certified 
copy of a certificate of birth, with the knowledge or

intention that it te used for the purposes of decepticn; or


Any Ferson who without lawful authority possesses any

certificate, reccrd, or report, required by this Act or a

copy or certified cogy of such certificate, record, or

reFort knowing same tc have been stolen ox otherwise

unlawfully obtained.


(b)	 A fine cf not more than $1.000 or imprisonment of not more

than one year, or ?Icth, shall be imFosed on:


(1)	 Any Ferson who willfully and knowingly refuses to provide

information required by this Act or regulations adopted

hereunder; or
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(2)	 Any person who willfully and knowingly transports or 
accepts for transportation, interment, or other disposition 
a dead body without an accompanying permit as provided in 
this Act; or 

(3)	 Any Ferson who willfully and knowingly neglects or violates

any of the provisions of this Act or refuses to perform any

of the duties imFosed upon him or her by this Act.


SECTICIN3C
-------— -s Applicability


The provisions of this Act also apply to all certificates of birth, 
death, marriage, and reForts of (divorce, dissolution of marriage, 
or annulment) , spontaneous fetal dei~thr and induced termination 
of pregnancy previously xeceived by the (Office of Vital Statitics) 
and in the custody of the State Registrar or any ather (custcdian 
of vital ~ecords) . 

SECTION 31 Severability
—---—----s


If any p~ovision of this Act (or the application thereof to any

person or circumstances) is held invalid, such invalidity shall

not affect ether provisions cr applications of the Act which can

he given effect without the invalid provision or application,

and to this end the provisicrs of the Act are declared to be

severable.


----------2 Uniformity of Interpretation
SECTICN 32


This Act shall be so construed as taleffectuate its general purpose

to make uniform the laws of those States which enact it.


~ECT1~N 33 Short Title
=-----—-A


This Act nay be cited as the lFVitalStatistics Act.ff


SECTION 34. Repeal
------—-- -


(Section and Section , Laws of are hereby repealed;

and) all other laws or parts of laws which are inconsistent with

the Frovisicns of this Act are hereby repealed.


SECTION 35. ‘limeof Taking Effect
—----—


This Act shall take effect. . . . . .




To be used in conjunction with 
the 1977 revision of the 

Model State Vital Statistics Act 



------------------

-------- -------- --------------

-------- -------

---------------

-------- ------

----------------

-------------------------

This set of Model State Vital Statistics Regulations has been

developed to supplement the Model State Vital Statistics Act

of 1977 ard to serve as a more detailed guide to State and

local registration officials who administer the vital statistics

system of the United States.


CONTENT’S


MODEL STATE VITAL STATISTICS REGULATIONS


Regulation	 - 1.


- 2.


- 3.


- 4.


- 5.


- 6.


- 7.


- 8.


- 9. 

- 10. 

- 11. 

PAGE


Duties of State Registrar 26 
(Authorization: Section 5 of Model Act) 

Infants of Unknown Parentage; Foundling

Registration 28

(Authorization: Section 8 of Model Act)


Delayed Registration of Birth --------------- 28

(Authorization: Section 9 of Model Act)


New Certificates of Birth Following Adoption

Legitimation, Paternity Determination, and

Paternity Acknowledgement -------------”- 31

(Authorization: s{~~tion 12 of Model Act)


Death Registration ----z-- ~--- 32

(Authorization: Section 13 of Model Act)


Delayed Registration of Death 33

(Authorization: Section 14 of Model Act)


Disposition cf Reports of Spontaneous

Fetal Death and Induced Termination

of Pregnancy -----.,-- .----cc- 34

(Authorization: Section 17 of Model Act)


Authorization for Final Disposition ‘-------- 35

(Authorization: Section 18 of Model Act)


Delayed Registration of Marriage ‘----------- 35

(Authorization: Section 19 of Model Act)


Amendment of Vital Records 36

(Authorization: Section 21 of Model Act)


Record Preservation 39

(Authorization: Section 22 of Model Act)




-----------------------

-----------

----------------

------------

----

-----

-25-


- 12. Disclosure cf Records 40

(Authorization: Section 23 of Model Act)


- 13. Copies of Data from Vital Records 42

(Authorization: Section 24 of Model Act)


- 14. Fees for Co&ies and Searches 42

(Authorization: Section 25 of Model Act)


- 15. Persons R~quired to Keep Records 43

(Authorization: Section 26 of Model Act)


- 16. Matching cf Birth and Death Certificates 43

(Authorization: Section 28 of Model Act)


NOTE 

Where the need for variation was apparent, parentheses,

“( ),” have been placed around the word----( )


In cases where recommendations were considered optional,

wording was placed in <>




---------

-26-


MOEEL STATE VZTAL STATISTICS REGULATIONS


REGULATION
.-.s1 Duties of State Registrar

(Authorization: Section 5 of the Model Act)


Regulation 1.1- Forms
— -——-----


All forms, certificates, and reports used in the system of vital

statistics are the property of the (State public health administrative

agency) -hereinafter referred tc as ‘~State Agencyil-and shall be

surrendered tc the State Registrar of Vital Statistics-hereinafter

referred to as ‘~State Registrar’’-upon demand. The fozms prescribed

and distributed by the State Registrar for reporting vital statistics

shall be used only for official pu~poses. Only those forms furnished

or approved ky the State Registrar shall be used in the zepocting of

vital statistics or in raking copies thereof.


l?ggulation 1.2 Requirements for Preparation of Certificates
---— ------


All certificates and records relating to vital statistics must 
either be prepared on a typewriter with a black ribbon or printed 
legibly in black, unfading ink. All signatures required shall 
be entered in black, unfading ink. Unless otherwise directed 
by the State Registrar, no certificate shall be complete and

correct and acceptable for registration:


(a) That dces not have the certifiers name typed or

printed legibly under his or her signature;


(b)	 That does not supply all items of information called for

thereon or satisfactorily account for their omission;


(c) That contains alteratior?s or erasures;


(d) That does not contain handwritten signatures as required;


(e) That is marked “coEy” CI “duplicate”;


(f) That is a carbon copy;


(9) That is prepared on an improper form;


(h) That contains improper or inconsistent data;


(i)	 That ccntains an indefinite cause of death which denotes

only symptoms of disease or conditions resulting from

di~eas~;


(j)	 That is not prepared in conformity with regulations

or instructions issued ky the State Registrar.
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Illgulation 1.3 Designation of Additional Offices
----—-.—-


The State Registrar shall determine whether offices other

than the (Office of Vital Statistics) are needed in this

State to aid in the efficiert administration of the

system of vital statistics. Such determination shall be

kased on an evaluation of the most efficient method to meet

the needs of the people of this State with respect to the

establishment and operation of the system of vital statistics.


If the State Registrar determines that additional offices are

necessary, such offices shall ke designated with the ap~roval

of the State Agency. The duties and responsibilities may

be assigned tc currently existing offices or special branch

offices of the (Office of Vital Statistics) may be

established in those areas where they are deemed necessary,

or a combination of existing cffices and branch offices may

be used. In all cases where existing offices are utilized,

the employees of such offices shall be subject to the control

of the State Registrar when they are performing functions

relating to the system of vital statistics.


The State Registrar shall delegate such duties and responsi­

bilities to such offices as he deems necessary to insure the

efficient operation of the system of vital statistics. These

may include ary or all of the following:


(a]	 The receipt and processing of birth, death, and

sFcntaneous fetal death records. This would

include the receipt cf these records from the

person responsible fcr filing the record, checking

them for accuracy and ccrrpleteness, and forwarding

them tc the (Office cf Vital Statistics) at intervals

prescribed by the State Registrar.


(k)	 Issuance of certified copies of birth and/or death

records. The records flom which the certified

coFies are issued shall be provided by the (Office

of Vital Statistics) . All forms and procedures used

to issue the copies shall be provided or apFroved by

the State Registrar. If it is deemed appropriate

and feasible, any such affice may be Frovided access

to all birth and/or death records filed in this State.


(c)	 Acting as the agent cf the State Registrar in their

designated area and Fravlding assistance to physicians,

hospitals, funeral directors, and others in matters

related to the system cf vital statistics.


The State Registrar, with the approval of the State Agency,

shall determine the responsibilities and duties of each

office independently.
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-------------

------

-- ------------

-28-

REGUIA’IION 2. Infants of Unkccwn Parentage; Foundling Registration
.—--—

(Authorization : Section 8 of the Model Act)


The report for an infant of unknown parentage shall be registered

on a regulaz certificate cf live birth and shall:


(a)	 Have ‘~foundlingr~plainly marked in the top

margin of the certificate;


(b)	 Show the required facts as determined by approximation

and have parentage data left bJ.ank;


(c)	 Show the signature ard title of! the custodian in 
lieu of the attendant. 

When a zeport has been placed in a special file as Frovided by 
(Section 8(d) of the Model Act), the State Registrar may inspect

such information for purposes cf properly administering the

vital statistics program.


REGULATION 3. Delayed Registration of Eirth

(Authorization: Section 9 of the Model Act)


Wgulation 3.1 Registration - Five Days to One Year
-.--—


Certificates of birth filed after five days, but within one

year from the date of birth, shall be registered on the

standard form of live birth certificate in the manner

prescribed in (Section 7 of the Model Act). Such certificate

shall not he rrarked“Delayed.”


In any case where the certificate is signed by someone other

than the attendant or person in charge of the institution

where birth occurred, a notarized statement setting forth

the reason therefor must be attached to the certificate.

The State Registrar may require additional evidence in

support of the facts of birth and/or an explanation of why

the certificate of birth was not filed within the required

five days.


Regulation
-- ---------=q2-2 Delayed Certificate of Birth Forrr


A1l certificates register~d oce year or more after the date

of birth are to be registered cn a delalyedcertificate of

birth form prescribed by the State Registrar.


Regulation 3.3	 Who May Request the Registration of and Sign

a Delayed Certificate of Birth


Any person born in this State whose bizth is not recorded in

this State, or his parent, guardian, next of kin, or older

person acting for the registrant and having personal knowledge

of the facts of birth may reguest the registration of a delayed

certificate of birth, subject to these regulations and

instructions issued by the State Registrar.
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Each delayed certificate of bi~th shall be signed and sworn to

kefore an official authorized to administer oaths by the person

whose birth is to be registered if such person is 18 years of age

or over and is competent to sign and swear to the accuracy of the

facts stated therein: otherwise the certificate shall be signed and

sworn to ky one of the follcwing in the indicated order of

FrioIity:


(a) one of the parents of the registrant, or 

(b) The guardian of the registrant, or


(c) The next of kin of the registrant, or


(d)	 Any older person having personal knowledge of the

facts cf birth.


I??~lation 3.4	 Facts to be Established for a Eelayed Registration

of Birth


The minimum facts which must te established by documentary evidence

shall be the following:


(a) The full name of the person at the time of birth;


(b) The date of birth and Flace of birth:


(c) The full maiden nawe of the mother;


(d)	 The full name of the father; except that if the mother 
was not married either at the time of conception or birth 
the name of the father shall not be entered on the delayed

certificate except as Erovided in Regulation 3.5.


&2gulation 3=5 Delayed Registration Following a Iegal-
Change of Status 

When evidence is presented deflecting a legal change of status by 
adoption, legitimation, paterrity determination, or acknowledgment 
cf paternity, a new delayed certificate may be established to reflect 
such change. 

The existing certificate and the evidence upon which the new

certificate was based shall be placed in a special file. such

file shall not be subject tc inspection except upon order of

(a court cf ccmpetent jurisdiction) or by the State Registrar for

purposes of Froperly administering the vital statistics program.


E??gulation 3.6 Documentary Ividence - Requirements
----—


TO be acceptable for filing, the name of the registrant and the 
date and place of birth enter~d on a delayed certificate of 
birth shall be supported by at least: 
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(a)


(b)


Facts

which


Two pieces of documentary evidence, only one of which 
may be an affidavit cf Fersonal knowledge, if the record 
is filed within seven years after the date of birth. 

Three pieces of documentary evidence, only one of

which nay be an affidavit of personal knowledge, if the

record is filed seven years or more after the date of

bixth.


of parentage shall be supported by at least one document

may be one of the documents above other than an affidavit


of perso~al krowledge.


Regulation 3.7 Documentary Evidence - Acceptability
— --.—-


The State Registrar may establish a priority of best evidence.


Documents presented, such as census, hospital, church, and

schocl records, must be from independent sources and shall be

in the foxm of the original record or a duly certified copy

thereof or a signed statement from the custodian of the record

or document.


All documents submitted in evidence, c)therthan an affidavit

of personal knowledge, must have been established at least ten

years prior to the date of application or have been established

prior to the applicants tenth birthday.


An affidavit of personal knowledge, to be acceptable, must be

prepared ky one of the parents, other relative, or any older person

and must ke signed before an cfficial authorized to administer

oaths. In all cases, the affiant must be at least ten years older

than the applicant and have Fersonal knowledge of the facts of

kirth.


Eiegulation 3.8 Abstraction cf Documentary Evidence
--.—--- --—


The State Registrar, or his or her designated representative,

shall abstract on the delayed certificate of birth a description

of each document submitted to support the facts shown on the

delayed birth certificate. This description shall include:


(a) The title or description of the document:


(b)	 The name and address of the affiant, if the document

is an affidavit of perscnal knowledge, or of the

custodian, if the document is an original or certified

copy of a xecord 01 a signed statement from the

custodian;


{c)	 The date of the original filing of the document king
a~~t~acted: 

(d)	 The information regarding the birth facts contained

in the document.
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All documents submitted in su~Eort of the delayed birth

registration shall be returned to the applicant after review.


Regulation 3.9 Certification by the State Registrar


The State Registrar, or his or her designated representative,

shall, by signature, certify:


(a)	 That no prior birth certificate is on file for the

person whose birth is to be recorded;


(b)	 That he or she has reviewed the evidence submitted to

estaklish the facts cf kirth;


(c)	 That the abstract of the evidence appearing on the delayed

certificate of birth accurately reflects the nature and

content of the document.


Regulation 3.1O Dismissal After One Year
-—--—---


Applications for delayed ce~tificates which have not been completed

within one year from the date cf application may he dismissed at

the discretion of the State Registrar. Upon dismissal, the State

Registrar shall so advise the applicant and all documents

submitted in support of such registration shall be returned to the

applicant.


REGULA!l!ZO??4. New Certificates of Birth Following Adoption,
—-—

Legitimation, Paternity Determination, and Paternity

Acknowledgement

(Authorization: Section 12 of the Model Act)


~~ulation 4.1 Legitimation
-——-———


If the natural parents marry after the birth of a child, a new

certificate of birth shall ke grepared by the State Registrar for a

child born in this State upon receipt of a sworn acknowledgement

of paternity signed by the natural parents of said child together

with a certified copy of the parents’ marriage record. However~

if another iranis shown as the father of the child on the original

certificate, a new certificate may be prepared only when a determi­

nation of Faternity is made by {a court of competent jurisdiction)~

or following adoption.


~~qulation _f Determination of Paternity


A new certificate of birth shall be prepared by the State Registrar

for a child born in this State upon receipt of a certified copy of a

court determination of paternity, together with a request from the

natural mother or person having legal custody of said child that such

new certificate be prepared. If the surname of the child is not

decreed by the court, the reguest for the new certificate shall

specify the surname to be placed on the certificate.
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Regulation
— .-—-- —-.—4.3 Acknowledgement of Paternity


A new certificate of birth shall be prepared by the State Registrar 
for a child born out of wedlock in this State upon receipt of a 
sworn acknowledgement of paternity signed by both parents and a 
written request by both parents that the child*s surname be changed 
on the certificate to that of the father. However, if another man 
is shown as the father of the child on the original certificate

a new certificate may be prepared only when a determination of

paternity is made by (a court cf competent jurisdiction), or

following adoption.


Regulation 424 New Certificate
— --——---- ­


‘Ihenew certificate of birth Frepared after adoption, legitimation

determination of paternity, or acknowledgement of paternity shall

be on the form in use at the time of its preparation and shall

include the fallowing items ard such other information necessary

to complete the certificate:


(a) The name of the child;


(b)	 The date and place of birth as transcribed from the original

certificate;


(c)	 The names and personal Particulars of the adoptive parents

or of the natural ~arents whichever is appropriate;


(d) The name of the attendact, printed or typed;


(e) The birth number assigned to the original birth certificate;


(f) The original filing date.


The information necessary to locate the existing certificate

and to complete the new certificate shall be submitted to the

State Registrar on forms prescribed or approved by him or her.


Ee~lation 4.5	 Existing Certificate to Be Placed in a Special

File


After preparation of the new certificate, the existing certificate

and the evidence upon which the new certificate was based are to be

Flaced in a special file. Such file shall not be subject to inspec­

tion except uFon order of (a court of competent jurisdiction) or by

the State Registrar for purFoses of properly administering the vital

statistics grogram.


REGU~ATION 5
-—----:-- Death Registration

(Authorization: Section 13 of the Model Act)


&2gulation 5.1 Acceptance of lncompl~ete Death Certificate
---—


If all the information necessary to co!mplete a death certificate

is not available within the time prescribed for filing of the
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certificate, the funeral director shall file the certificate

completed with all information that is available. In all cases

the medical certification must be signed by the person responsible

for such certification. If the cause of death is unknown or

undetermined, the cause of death shall be shown as such on the

certificate. The person signing the medical certification of cause

of death also shall sign the authorization for final disposition of

the body.


A supplemental report providing the information missing from the

original certificate shall be filed with the State Registrar

as socn as possible, but in all cases within 30 days of the 
date the death occurred. 

The supplemental report shall ke made a part of the existing

death certificate. Such rexort shall be consider~d an

amendment, and the death certificate shall be marked ~lAmended.ti


IJeggJ~~&n.— !j~	 Hospital or Institution May Assist in Preparation

of Certificate


When a death occurs in a hospital or other institution and the

death is not under the jurisdiction of the (medical examiner,

coroner), the person in charge of such institution, or his or her

designated representative, may initiate the preparation of the

death certificate as follcws:


(a)	 Place the full name of the decedent and the date and

place of death on the death certificate and cbtain from

the attending physician the medical certification of

cause of death and the Ehysician@s signature;


(b)	 Present the partially ccmpleted death certificate to

the funeral director or person acting as such.


lWGU~T.ION 6. Delayed Registration of Death
—-- —----

(Authorization: Section 14 of the Model Act)


The registration of a death after the time prescribed by statute

and regulations shall be registered on the regular certificate

of death form in the manner pz~scribed below:


(a)	 If the attending physician or (medical examiner, coroner)

at the time of death and the attending funeral director or

perscn who acted as such are available to complete and

sign the certificate of death, it may be completed withaut

additional evidence and filed with the State Registrar.

For these certificates filed one year or more after

the date of death, the ghysician or (medical examiner,

coroner) and the funeral director or person who acted as

such must state in accompanying affidavits that the informa­

tion on the certificate is based on records kept in their

files.
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~b)	 In the absence of the attending physician or (medical 
examiner, coronec) and the funeral director or person who 
acted as such, the certificate may be filed by the next of 
kin af the decedent and shall be accompanied by: 

{1)	 An affidavit cf the person filing the certificate

swearing to the accura~cyof the information on the

certificate:


(2)	 Two documents which identify the decedent and his

or her date and @ace of death.


In all cases, the State I@gistrar may require additional documentary

evidence to prove the facts of death,,


A summary statement of the evidence submitted in su~port of the

delayed registration shall te endorsed on the certificate.


REGULAT~ON 7. Disposition cf Reports of Spontaneous Fetal..—-— 
Death and Induced Termination of Pregnancy 
(Authorization: Section 17 of the Model Act) 

Reports of spontaneous fetal death and reports of induced

termination of pregnancy are statistical reports only and

are not to te incorporated intc the official records of

the (Cffice of Vital Statistics]. The State Registrar is 
authorized to dispose of such reports when all statistical 
processing of the records has been accomplished. However~ 
the State Registrar may establish a file of such records so 
they will be available for future statistical and zesearch 
projects provided such file is not made a part of the 
official records and the reForts are not made available for 
the issuance of certified copies. Such file shall be 
retained for as long as the State Registrar deems necessary 
and it shall then be destroyed. The file may be maintained

by photographic, electronic, or other means as determined 
by the State Registrar, in which case the original report 
from which the photographic, Electronic, or other file was 
made shall be destroyed. 

The FroVisions of this regulation shall also apply to all

records of spontaneous fetal death or induced termination

of pregnancy filed prior to the adoption of this regulation.
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REGUIATI’ON 8 Authorization fcr Final Disposition
—.. --—---A.

(Authorization: Section 18 of the Model Act)


g~~lation 8.1 Removal of Eody
--—----——--


Eefore removirg a dead body or fetus from the place of death,

the funeral director or person acting as such shall:


(a)	 Obtain assurance from the attending physician that death

is fror natural causes and that the physician will assume

responsibility for c~rtifying to the cause of death or

fetal death and receive permission to remove the body

frcm the place of death; or


(b)	 Notify the (medical examiner, coroner] if the case comes

within his or her jurisdiction and oktain authorization

to xerrcvethe body.


Regulation 8.2 Authorizaticr for Disinterment a“ndReinterment
----—


An authorization for disinterment and reinterinent of a dead 
Lody shall kc issued by the State Registrar upon receipt 
of a written application signed by the next of kin and the 
person who is in charge of the disinterment or upon receipt of 
an order of (a court of comFetent jurisdiction) directing such 
disinterment. 

Upon receipt of a court order cr signed permission of the

next of kin, the State Registrar may issue one authorization

to permit disinterment and reinterment of all remains in a mass

disinterment ~rovided that, insofar as possible, the remains of

each body be identified and the place of disinterment and

reinterment sFecified. Ihe authorization shall be permission

for disinte~ment, transportation, and reinterment.


A dead body F~operly prepared by an embalmer and deposited in a

receiving vault shall not be considered a disinterment when

removed.from the vault for firal disposition.


9
-----—-----2- Delayed Registration of Marriage

(Authorization: Section 19 of the Model Act)


The registration of a marriage after the time prescribed by

statute shall be made on the regular certificate of

marriage form in the manner prescribed below:


(a)	 The certificate must be filed with the (appropriate 
official) where the marriage license was originally 
issued: 
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(b)	 To be acceptable for registration by the State Registrar

the delayed certificate of marriage must be supported

by:


(1)	 A copy of the license or of the application for

license if the license was granted.


(2)	 A signed statement from the offici.antor the

custodian of the official record and from one

witness to the wedding ceremony proving that

a marriage ceremcny was performed and the

date and place of the marriage.


In all cases, the State Registrar may require additional

documentary evidence to prove the facts of marriage.


REGUIA!!!ION10
.---------__.-&_ Amendment of Vital Records

(Authorization: Section 21 of the Model Act)


I&gulation -.-—-
10.1	 Amendment of Minor Errors on Birth Certificates

During the First Year


Amendxrentof obvious errors, transposition of letters in words 
of common knowledge, or omissions may be made by the State 
Registrar within the first year after the date of birth either 
upon his or her own observation or query or upon reguest of a 
perscn with a direct and tangikle interest in the certificate 
as defined in Regulation 12. Khen such additions or minor amend­
ments are made by the State Registrar, a notation as to the source 
of the information, together ~ith the date the change was made and 
the initials cf the authorized agent making the change shall be 
made cn the certificate in such a way as not to become a part 
of any certification issued. The certificate shall not be marked

“Amended,{’


Regulation 10.2
-- --------.---- All Other Amendments


Unless otherwise provided in these regulations or in the statute,

all other auerdments to vital records shall be supported by:


(a) An affidavit setting fcrth:


(1) Information to identify the certificate; 

(2) the incorrect data as it is listed on the certificate;


(3) the correct data as it should appear.


(b)	 One or more items of documentary evidence which support 
the alleged facts and uhich were established at least 
five yeazs prior to the date of application for amendment 
or within seven year= cf the date of the event.


The State Registrar shall evaluate the evidence submitted in

suFpart of any amendment, ard when he or she finds reason to

doubt its validity or adeguacy the amendment may he rejected

and the applicant advised of tke reasclnsfor this action.
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Regulation 10.3 Who May AFply—--—--— 

(a)	 To amend a birth certificate, application may be made 
by one of the parents, the guardian, the registrant if 
18 years of age or over, or the individual responsible 
for filing the certificate. 

(b)	 To amend a death certificate, application nay be made by 
the next of kin or the funeral director or person acting 
as such who signed the death certificate. Applications 
to amend the medical certification of cause of death 
shall ke made only by the physician who signed the medical 
certification or the (uedical examiner, coroner) . 

(c)	 ‘loauend certificates of marriage and repoKts of (divorce,

dissolution of marriage, or annulment), a signed statement

must be received from the custodian of the official

record from which the report or certificate was prepared, 
stating in what manner such record has been amended. 
These items appearing cn the (divorce, dissolution of 
marriage, or annulment) zecord which are not a part of 
the (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment) 
decree may be amended either upon query by the State 
Registrar or applicaticr of the parties to the (divorce,

dissolution of marriage, or annulment), or their legal

re~resentatives.


~ggg~~t~on 10.4 Amendment of Registrantqs Given Names on- ---.---— 
Birth Certificates Within the First Year 

Until the registrant~s first birthday, given names may be amended

upon writtec request of:


(a) Both parents, or


(h) The mother in the case of a child born out of wedlock, or


(c)	 The father in the case cf the death or incapacity of the 
mother, or 

(d)	 The mother in the case of the death or incapacity of

the father, or


(e)	 The guardian or agency having legal custody of 
the registrant. 

After one year from the date of birth the provisions of 
Regulation 10.2 must be follow~d to amend a given name if 
the name was entered incorrectly on the birth certificate. 
A legal change of name order must be submitted from 
(a court cf ccmpetent jurisdiction) to change a given 
name after one year. 



--
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Regulation 10.5 Addition cf Given Names on Birth Certificates
-.—--.--.—-


Until the registrant’s seventh birthday, given narres, for a 
child whose kirth was recorded withc]utgiven names, may be 
added to the certificate upcn written request of: 

(a) Both parents, or


(b)	 The mother in the case of a child born out of 
wedlcck, or 

(c)	 The father in the case of the death or incapacity

of the mother, or


(d)	 The mother in the case cf the death or incapacity of

the father, or


(e)	 The guardian or agency having legal custody of the

registrant.


After seven years the provisiars of Regulation 10.2 must

he fallowed to add a given raue.


Wgulgtion 10.6 Medical Items


All items of a medical nature may be amended only u~on

receipt of a signed statement from those persons responsible

for the completion of such items. The State Registrar may

reguire docuirentary evidence to substantiate the reguested

amendment.


Regulation 10.7 Amendment of the Same Item More than Once
-- .---—


Once an amendment of an item is made on a vital record, that 
item shall not be amended again except upon receipt of a 
court order from (a court of competent jurisdiction\. 

ReggJ@tion 10.8 Methods of Amending Certificates
—---——-


Certificates of birth, death, and marriage and reForts of 
(divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment) may be 
amended by the State Registrar in the following manner: 

(a)	 Preparing a new certificate shalwing the correct

information when the State Registrar deems that the

nature of the amendment so requires.


The neu certificate shall be prepared on the form

used for registering current events at the time of

amerdnent. Except as ~rovided elsewhere in these

regulations the item number of the entry that was

amended shall be identified on the new certificate.
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(12) 

(c)


(d)


(e)


In all cases, the new certificate shall show the date

the amendment was made and be given the same State

file number as the existing certificate. Signatures

apFearing on the existirg certificate shall be typed

on the new certificate.


Corrpleting the item in any case where the item was left 
blank an the existing certificate. 

Drawing a single line through the item to be amended

and inserting the cozrect data immediately akove or to

the side thereof. The line drawn through the original

entry shall not oblite~ate such entry.


Corrpleting a special fcrm for attachment to the original

record. Such form shall include the incorrect information

as it appears on the original certificate, the correct

inforxration as it should appear, an abstract of the

docuwertation used tc support the amendment, and sufficient

information about the registrant to link the special form

to the original record. When a copy of the oringial record

is issued, a copy of th~ amendment must be attached.


A certificate of birth amended pursuant to the

previsions of (Secticn 21(e) of the model Act)

shall he amended by greFaring a new certificate.

Th6 item numbers of the entries that were amended

shall not, however, te identified on the new

certificate or on any certified copies that may

be issued of that certificate.


In all casez, there shall be inserted on the certificate a 
statement identifying the affidavit and documentary evidence 
used as proof of the correct facts, the date the amendment 
was made, and the initials of the person making the change. 
As reguired by statute or regulation, the certificate shall be 
marked “Awended.”


REGULATION 11. Record Preservation
-..-——--—

(Authorization: Section 22 of the Model Act)


When an authorized reproduction of a vital record has been

Froperly prepared by the State Registrar and when all

steps have been taken to insure the continued preservation

of the information, the reccrd from which such authorized

reproduction was made may be disposed of by the State

Registrar. Such record may not be disposed of, however,

until the guality of the authorized reproduction has been

tested to insure that acceptable certified copies can be

issued and until a security ccpy of such document has been

placed in a secure locaticn removed from the building where

the authorized reproduction is housed.
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The State Registrar shall offer the original documents from

which the authorized reproductions a,remade to the (State

Archival Authority) . !rhe (State Archival Authority) may be

allowed tc retain permanently such records provided they

adhere to the restrictions in the vital statistics law

related to access to such reccrds. If the (State Archival

Authority) does not wish to Flace such records in their files

the State Registrar shall be authorized to destroy the

documents, Such destruction shall be by approved methods

for disposition of confidential or sensitive documents.


REGULATION 12. Disclosure of Fecords
.-----—.

(Authorization: Secltion 23 of the Model Act)


To protect the integrity of vital records:


(a)	 The State Registrar or ether custodians of vital

recoKds shall not permit ifispection of, or disclose

information contained irivital,statistics records, or

copy oz issue a copy of all or part of any such record

unless he or she is satisfied that the applicant has

a direct and tangible interest in such record.


(1)	 Ihe registrant, a member of his or her immediate 
family, his or her guardian, or their respective 
legal representatives shall be considered to have 
a direct and tangitle interest. Others may demon­
strate a direct and tangible interest when information 
is needed for determination or protection of a personal 
cr property right. 

(2)	 The term ‘tlegalrerresentativei’ shall include an

attorney, physician, funeral director, or other

authorized agent acting in behalf of the registrant

cr his or her family.


(3)	 Xhe natural parents of adopted children, when neither

has custody, and ccmmercia.1firms or agencies requesting

listings of names and addresses shall not be considered

tc have a direct and tangible interest.


(b)	 The State Registraz may permit the use of data from vital

statistics records fcr statistical or research purposes,

sutject to such conditions as the State Registrar may

imFose. No data shall he furnished from records for

research purposes until the State Registrar has prepared~

in writing, the conditions under which the records or

data will be used and received an agreement signed by a

responsible agent of the research organization agreeing

to Meet with and conform to such conditions.
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(c) 

[d)


(e)


(f)


(9)


!l!heState Registrar or the local custodian may disclose

data from vital statistics records to Federal, State,

county, or municipal agencies of government which reguest

such data in the conduct of their official duties.


Information from vital statistics records indicating a

birth occurred out of wedlock may be disclosed only if

it can be shown that disclosure of the information will

be of kenefit to the registrant.


The State Registrar or local custodian shall not issue

a certified copy of a record until a signed application

has been received from the applicant. Whenever it shall

be deemed necessary to establish an applicants right to

information from a vital record, the State Registrar

or local custodian may also reguire identification of

the applicant or a sworn statement.


Nothing in this Regulation shall be construed to permit

di~clo~ure of information, contained in the IiInformation


foz Medical and Health Use Only” section of the birth

certificate or the “Information for Statistical Purposes

Only” section of the certificate of marriage or report of

(divorce, dissolution cf marriage, or annulment) unless

specifically authorized by the State Registrar for

statistical or research purposes or if authorized by

(a court of competent ju~isdiction).


When ICO years have el=psed after the date of birth 
or 50 years have elaFsGd after the date of death, 
marriage, or (divorce~ dissolution of marriage, or 
annulment), such records in the custody of the State 
Registlal shall become Fublic records and any person 
may obtain copies of such records, upon submission 
of an application containing sufficient information

to locate the record. Eor each copy issued or search

of the files made, the State Registrar shall collect

the saxrefee as is chaxged for the issuance of certified

copies or a search of the files for other records in

his or her possession.


<The State Registrar skall establish a public room

where copies of these Fublic records will be made

available for viewing. Such records will be made

available in photograFkic or other suitable format

and adequate facilities for viewing will be provided.

Each Ferson using this facility will be charged a

fee of per hour or fraction thereof.>
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REGULATION 13
-_-_s_ Copies of Data fzom Vital Records
--—--—-

(Authorization: Section 24 of the Model Act)


(a)	 Full OK short form certified copies of vital records

may be made by mechanical, electronic, or other

reproductive processes, except that the information

contained in the llInfolmation for Medical and Health

Use Cnlytcsection cf the birth certificate or the

‘lInformation for Statistical Purposes only” section

of the certificate of marriage and report of (divorce,

dissolution of marriage, or annulment) shall not be

included.


(b)	 When a certified ccpy is issued, each certification

shall he certified as a true copy by the officer in

whase custody the recoxd is entrusted and shall

include the date issued, the name of the issuing

officer, the registrars signature or an authorized

facsimile thereof, and the seal of the issuing office.


(c)	 Confidential verification of the facts contained in a 
vital record may be furnished by the State Registrar to 
any Iederal, State, County, or municipal government

agency or to any other agency representing the interest

of the registrant, subject to the limitations as indicated

in (a) above. Such confidential verficiations shall be on

forms prescribed and furnished by the State Registrar or

on forms furnished by the requesting agency and acceptable

to the State Registrar; or, the State Registrar may authorize

the verification in other ways when it shall Frove in the best

interests of his or her office.


(d) When the State Registrar finds evidence that a certificate

was registered through ~isrepresentation or fraud, he or she 
shall have authority tc withhold the issuance of a certified 
coFy of such certificate until a court determination of the 
facts has been made.


REGUIA’IION 14 Fees for CoFie~ and Searches
-—-------.-s­

(Authorization: Section 25 of the Model Act)


No certified copy shall be issued until the fee for such copy 
is received unless specific aFgroval has been obtained from 
the State Registrar or othezwise provided for by statute or 
regulation. 

For the issuance of a full ce~tified copy or short form or birth

card certification of a vital record, the fee shall be
——--

Fer copy. For each search cf the files when no record is found 
or nc copy is made, the fee shall be .,----- � 

For statistical 
research ~urposes, the State Xegistrar shall determine the 
fee fcr such services on the kasis of the costs of providing 
such services and determine the m~ner in which such costs 
must ke paid, 
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J?J?GUI~Jj-j~g_ Persons Required to Keep Records

(Authorization: Section 26 of the Model Act]


E?ch funeral director shall keep a record containing, as a

m~nimum, the follow~ng info~rration about each dead body

or fetus the funeral directcr handles:


(a) The date, place, and time of receipt:


(b) The date, place, and manner of disposition;


(c)	 If the dead body or fetus is delivered to another

funeral director, the date of such delivery and

the name and address of the funeral director to

whcm delivered;


(d)	 The items required by the certificate of death for

those deaths for which the funeral director was

required to file the certificate.


~EGUIATION_~&_ Matching af Bi~th and Death Certificates

(Authorization: Section 28 of the Model Act)


When carrying out the birth ard death matching program, the State

Registrar shall establish written guidelines which provide the

standards for determining a match does exist. These standards

shall specify the information about the decedent which must be

available and which must be ccmpared to the information on the

birth certificate before a match can be made. These items shall

include as a minimum: name of decedent; name of father and

maiden name of mother; date of birth or age of decedent;

State of kirth of decedent; and marital status of decedent.

NO match shall be made unless there is documented proof of the

fact of death.


The date cf death, the State ~heze death occurred, and the death

certificate number shall be Fcsted to the birth certificate.
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