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Occupation and health data guide
from the National Center for
Health Statistics 1963-92
by Diane K. Wagener, Ph.D.
Division of Epidemiology and Health Promotion

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) is responsible for producing vital and
health statistim for the U.S. population. The diversified program of he~th su~eys and
inventories includes the compilation of data and statistia on environmental, social, and other
health hazards as well as a wide range of health outcomes. This guide presents a summary of
the NCHS data gathered during the last 29 years on work status, job descriptions, factors
related to work history, work exposures and other charactenstim, health status attributed to
work, and work status or effects attributed to health. Most of the data are from public-use
data tapes and some are in published reports. In all data systems, there is a great deal of
additional health and risk factor information available for each subject. In addition, several of
the surveys have been matched to the National Death Index to determine the vital status of
respondents at later dates. Hence, the information listed in this guide can be linked to a wide
variety of additional tiormation.

The main purposes of this guide are to identi~ NCHS data on occupation and
health for the research and public health communities and encourage further use of
these data bases. This listing is intended as a general guide for the user. Limited data
system characteristics are described that will give the user some sense of the extent of
the survey. However, it is important for users to get detailed information on the survey
and questions before determining whether the data are appropriate for their partic-
ular use, NCHS references are listed that provide some of the information needed by
the user. In addition, questionnaires can be obtained during the collection period for
any of the surveys, allowing the user to determine whether future appropriate data will
be available once the editing process is completed.

This guide lists only those data systems and data years that contain data of relevance to
this guide. The Wide also includes a listing of publications from the NCHS Series reports and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report journal, which contain analyses that specifically address occupational health
issues.

For more detailed information about any of the data sets described or for
assistance in obtaining the public-use data tapes or published reports mentioned,
please contact the following office:

Scientific and Technical Information Branch
National Center for Health Statistics
6525 Belcrest Road, Room 1064
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782
(301) 436-8500

NOTES: This guide was prepared with the assistance of Mark S. Eberhardt, Ph. D., Parivash Nourjah,
Ph.D., and Lisa Streisfeld. Some information in this publication is projected.
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Symbols in body of tables

x

AD

DHIS

Future

MMWR

NTIS

OAE

PHR

Special

Tape

Vital

VH

WP

2

Question asked or fact can be determined

Question not asked or data not available

Advance Data, number (see references)

Public-use data tape available from the Division of Health Interview Statistics,
NCHS, 6525 Belcrest Rd., Hyattsville, MD 20782. (301) 436-7087

Data to be available in future from NCHS

Morbidity and Mortali~ Weekly Report (see references)

Public-use data tape available from the National Technical Information
Service, 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22161. (703) 487-4807

Public-use data tape available from the Office of Analysis and Epidemiolo~,
NCHS, 6525 Belcrest Rd., Hyattsville, MD 20782. (301) 436-5975

Public Health Reports (see references)

Data tape available by special arrangement with NCHS. Call (301) 436-8500
for information.

Public-use data tape documentation, survey (see references)

Etal Statisticsof the UnitedStates (see references)

Vital and Health Statistics, series and number (see references)

Working papers from NCHS. Contact Office of Analysis and Epidemiology,
NCHS, 6525 Belcrest Rd., Hyattsville, MD 20782. (301) 436-7032(see
references)



Occupation and health data sources National Vital Statistics System

Mortality Occupational motiaiify

Deta// Multiple Detail Mu/t@/e
underlying cauae underlying ceuae
cause of of death cause of

Measure
of death

death data data death data data

Data system characterlstlc%

Datayears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Type of administration. . . . . . . . . . .

Approxlmata number per yaar . . . . .

Population covered . . . . . . . . . . . .

Job description:
Usual occupation of decedent . . . . .
Usual business or Industty of
decedent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Factors related to work histoy
Place of residence (State, county,

, orci~) ..,......,......,..

Health status attributed to work:
Place of fatal accldent3. . . . . . . . . .
Injury atwork(yesorno) . . . . . . . .

NCHS raferencea:
a. Certlflcata and data preparation. . .
b. Selected reports with occupational

dataanalyses . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dataavallablllty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1966-present

Coded from
State death
certificates
2,000,000

All deatha
reported
through the
death
registration
svstem for the
efitire”United
States

x

x
X4

Health U.S!

NTIS

1968-present 1984-present

Coded from
State death
certificates

2,000,000 615,000’

All deathe
reported
through the
death
registration
system for
the reporting
area2

x

x

x x

Vital Statistics of tha United States5

Health U.S? Manual-19

NTIS NTIS7

x

x

1964-present

615,000’

Manua!--l9

NTIS7

x

'Approxlmstenumberofdeathstopersons20yearsandoverfor2l reportingStatesin19S9.
2TheIepofllngareafor 19s4 ~aS (I z Statea): 1985 (16 States); 1988 (16 StateS):1987 (19 Stetes): 1966 (22 ‘tetes); ‘nd 1989

(21 State3).
3Placeof Injury Is codedfromdeathcertificatefor accidentalpoieoningby drugs, medicaments, andblologlcals(ICO-9 NOS.ES5M58),
dccldantal falls (ICD-9 Nos. Ee80-68Er),and amldents csused by fire and flames (ICD-9 Nos. ESSO-S99).The places of Injury Includw
home: farm; mineandquar~ industrial place and pramlses place for recreation and ape% atreat and hlghwafi public building;
realdantlal institution; other apeclfled placea and unspecified place.
41nfomatlon WIII lye available beginning for 1994 data Ysar.

‘Annual volumes of Wfal.stsdistlqof the Urr/tedSlates Include information In the Appendices regarding the death certificates snd data
collation mathods.
‘Includas a table of deaths among men sged 25 yeara and order due to selected occupational diseases.
‘Data tape for 1984 Isavailable from the Divialonof Vital Statistics, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Occupation and health data sources: Vital records data bases

1964-66
National

1963 Natality Survey 1968 1969 1972
National and/or Nat\onal National National
Natali~

National
/rrfant Mortality Natality Natality Natalify

Survay Survey Survay Survay survey

Data system characteristics:
Type of administration . . . . . . . . . . .

Approximate number interviewed . . . .
Population sampled. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oversampled populations. . . . . . . . .

Job description:
Work status during pregnancy. . . . . .
Work status since birth. . . . . . . . . . .

[f so, baby’a age when returned
towork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ifso, currently working . . . . . . . . .
Ifnot, plantowork . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ifso, when . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work at any time during recent
pregnancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
If so, months pregnant when
stopped working . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work between ttis birth and previous
birth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work between marriage and first
birth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work beforefirstmarriage. . . . . . . . .
Father’s workstatus atchild’s birth. . .
Fatherin armed forces. . . . . . . . . . .
Father’s current orlastoccuPation . . .

NCHS reference:
a. Questionnaire and survey

description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dataavailability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Also
collected
data from
dentist,
medical
facility, and
physician

3,205

—

x

—

—

—

x

x

VH22-3
VH22-1

Mailed interview of mothers
Alsocollecfed
data from
hospitals and
prenatal care
providers

9,252 3,199 3,109
LegitimateUS. live births

Non-white Non-white

x x
x

x
x
x
x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x
x

x
x
x
x

x

x

x

x
x

x

VH22-8 VH21-32 VH21-32
VH22-12

NTIS NTIS NTIS

4,096

Non-whlfe

x

VH21-32

NTIS



Approximate numbetlntervlewed . . . .

Occupation and health data sources: Vital recorde data baaes-Con.

1980 Natfbnal 1988 National
Natality Survey/ Meternal and 1991
National Fetal Infant Health Longitudinal

Measure MoHalify Survey Survey’ Fo\lowuP

Data system characteristics:
Type ofadmlnlstration . . . . . . . . . . . Mailed Interview to mothers, Interview with

hospitals, or attendants at deltiery mothers
mailed to
hospitals and
pediatricians

16,32? 20,0003 Mothera of 9,400
Iive births, 1,000
Infant deaths,
and 1,000 fetal
deaths

Afl live bltihs and Linked with 1968
fetal and Infant National Maternal
deaths and Infant Health

suNey

Low birth weight See 1988 survey
In National
Natality Survey,
and black
persons In
National Maternal
and Infant Health
suNey

Population . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lagftlmate births
and fetal deatha

Oversampled population. . . . . . . . . . Low birth weight

I Job description:
Workstatus during pregnancy. + . . . .

If so, months pregnant when
stopped working . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work status during the 12 months
prior todelivery . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work status last month. . . . . . . . . . .
Self.employad during past 12 months
Ifnotnowworking . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Occupatlon (last 12montha) . . . . . . .
lnduetry (last 12months) . . . . . . . . .
Major activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Class of employee’ . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number ofhoursperwaek. . . . . . . .
Number ofdays perweek. , ., . . . . .
Father’s work status during

12months prior todelivefy . . . . . . .
Anybody currently living with mother

self.employed inpast12 months. . . .
Father’e occupation (last 12 months). .
Fathar’a Industry (last 12 months). . . ..
Father’s class of employee , , , . . . . .
Father’s number of hours per week, . .
Father’s number ofdays perweek . . .
Father’s time of day begin work, . . . .

x

x

x

x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x

x

x

x
x
x

x

x
x

x

x
x
x
x
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Occupation and health data source= Vital records data bases-Con.

1980 Nationa/ 1988 Natlona/
Nata/ity Survey/ Maternal and f99f
Nationa/ Feta/ Infant Health fono~n:l;l

Measure Mortality Survey Sufvay’

Faotors related to work histo~
Work exposure to radiation

(radioactive isotopes or elements). . . ,x
Father’s work exposure to radiation. . . x

NCHS references:
a. Questionnaires and survey

descriptio n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VH2-1OO Fulure
b. Seleoted reports with occupational

dataanalyses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Health-S3

Dataavailability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NTls NTls Future

lThe National Natality Suwsy, the National Fetal Mortality SuwIey, end the National Infant Mortalii Suwsy are co!lsotlvely referred 10 ds
the National Maternal and Infant Heailh Suwey (NMIHS).

2Questionnairea mailad to a sample of hospitsla, attendants, and providers of radiation, regardless of marital afstus of the mother,
Mother intewiews Includa 9,S4t mothers of live births and S,S86 mothers of late fetal deaths.

%he 1988 National Maternal and Infant Health Survey Includes the asme three COMpOn8fltS ae earllef surveys (National NatalHY$IJrvey,
National Infant Mortality .Suwey,and National Fatal Momlity Surfey); 9,9S3 Iiva births, 5,S32 Infant deaths, and 3,309 fe!al desths,

41ncludea private company, Government employee, self-employsd, werk without pay, never worked, veteren,

50r anybody Iii”ng with mother.



Occupation and health data source= Vital records data bases

Measure National Mortality Followback Survey

Date system characteristl~
Survey dates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19s1 1986
Typeofadministration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mailed Interview’
Approximate number ofrespondenta. . . . . . . . . . 5,154 18,700
Populatlonsampled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All agea Ages 25 years

and over
U.S. resident deaths

Oversempled populations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (2)

Job daacriptlon:
Youngeat age foroccupation question. . . . . . . . .
Workafatus(everworked) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Workstatua 12months prior todeath3 . . . . . . . . .
Longeatoccupation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Longestinduatry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Numberofyearsln thlekindofwork. . . . . . . . . .
Actlveduty lnarmedforcesattimeofdeath . . . . .
Usualoccupatlon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Usual industry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Workatatus ofspouse (overworked). . . . . . . . . .
Longest occupation ofspouae. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Longestlndustryofspouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

16

x

25
x

x
x
x
x
x’
X4
x
x
x

Factorarelatedto workhlsto~
Tlmebefore death, person lastworked. . . . . . . . . x
Overactive duty lnarmedforces. . . . . . . . . . . . . x

Health statua attributed to work
Placeoffatalaccldants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x

Work status or effects attributed to health:

Stopped working because of health. . . . . . . . . . . x

NCHS references:

VH1-23
a, Questlonnalre and survey description. . . . . . , . VH1-23 TAPE-MFS
b, Selected reports with occupational

dataanalyses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AD-1 80

Datsavallability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spatial NTIS

‘Intefvlewsmailed10survivingrelstivaor otherinformantendto hospnalor facl~W.
‘Approximately2,5W certlfiwtes selected with cartainty for followlrrg atraW deaths due to Ischamlc haart disease for males ages 25
through 44 end for famalss ages 2S through W asthma death$ all deaths of Amsrlcan Indians, Alautlana, or Eaklmoq aalectad cancar
deaths for apeclfic age and sex groups (includes nesopharynx, small intestinal, Iber, nasal, male breast, and other endocrina cancera).

31ncludea working, ratlred, or something else.

4Avallable on approximstsly 20 percant of the daatha.
sln~[”des: hom~ km, mine and quary, industrialplaceandpremlsexpiecefor recreationandsPofi streetandh19hWaYpublic
building rasldentlnstltutio~otherspscifladplaces andplaceof sccldentpotspacified.

7



Occupation and health data source= National Health Interview Suweys

Measure 1963 1964 1965 1966-61 1962-94

Date system characteristics:
Type of administration , . . . . . . . . . . . .
Approximate number of households . . . .
Approximate number of respondents

(allagas) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Population sampled. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Oversampled population. . . . . . . . . . . .

Job description:
Youngest age for occupation question. . .

Major activity of respondent . . . . . . . . .
Work status (current in last 2 weeks) . . . .
Occupation (current in last 2 weeks) . . . .
Industry (current in lest 2 weeks) . . . . . .
Class of employee6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Factors related to work histo~
Rural or urban location of home. . . . . . .
Farm residence’, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Family income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Above or balow povarty threshold. . . . . .
Household msmbers’ occupations. . . . .

Heaith status attributed to work

Place ofaccidentg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work status or effects attributed to health:
Work loss (days in past 2 weeks) . . . . . .
Limitation of major activity. . . . . . . . . . .

NCHS references
a. Questionnaire and survey

description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b. Selected reports with occupational
dataanalysea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dataavailability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

42,000

134,000

17

#
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

x

x

x
x

VH1O-CE
WI-11

VH1O-21

Special

Household interview
42,000 42,000 41,000 41,000’

134,000 134,000 122,000 106,000’
Civilian, noninstifuflonalized, United States

17

#
x

x

x
x
x

x

x

x
x

VH1O-CE
VH1-11

Special

17

x

x
x
x

x

x

x
x

VH1O-CE
VH1-11

VH1M7

Special

17

x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

x

x

x
x

VH1O.GE
VH1-11
VH1-18

VH1O-66
VH1O-I33

(10,

?)

18

X5
x
x
x
x

x

;
x
x

x

x
x

VHfO-CE
VHI-16

VH1O-I66
VH1O-I7O
AO-126

MMWR-37
MMWR-41

NTIS

‘Samples were reducedin lee5 and 19S6.The sampleewere 75 percentof the meansizein 1SS5andW parcentof the maan aiza In
19s6.
‘For the dateyeara 19S5-94, blackpareonahave been overaamplad,
3/ncJ”de~ hO”eework, qudent, self-amployed, retirad, wrk for a company,med for*a or reaewea.

4Does not include e student or retirement @tagory,
500es not includa a retirement catagory.
‘Includaa amployad by:private comparry, Federal, SMte, or Wlgwermen~ @f+mploy@ work wMoutpay nevarworkati vel$ran,
7Thia is strictly a raaidential variabla. Note, efl farm residents are not ferrnara and all farmers do not naceaaariiy Iiva on farina, Farinaara
determinedby ake of properlyandsaleof producte.
‘Ob~ned by (n~ng records with same housahold Idantificatlon numbar.

‘Includes home onslda or on adjacent pramises): street and highway (including roadway and publlQsidewalk): farm Industrfel PfaCa;
moving vehicla schoo~ place of recreation and a~~ at work (not qpplicsbfe if in the errnad forcaa),
looata Yaarabefora 1969 available ~ spatial tepea from Deptiment of HealthInterviewStatistics.After1*B, datatapaeareavallabfe
from National Technical Infomralloln Service,



..! ,i .,,,,. ,, ..,, .,’,

Occupation and health data sources: National Health Intewlew Suweys’
[Supplementary sections end special dsta items that contain job-related information, 1973-92]

TOPIC 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1960 1961 1982

Occupstlon, socioeconomic, and
Insurancw
Currently employed supplement. . . . .
Health Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Longestjob supplement. . . . . . . . . .
Lost Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Occupstlon sndretirement–SOA’ . . .
Occupational exposure . . . . . . . . . .
Occupational safety and health. . . . . .
Resldentlai mobility.. . . . . . . . . . . .
Workplacetobaccosmoke . . . . . . . .

Health conditions and risk factors:
Accident supplement

Unlntentlonsl injuries. , . . . . . . . . .
Alcohol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Asslstivedavicas . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Child health, . .,, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Diabetes. . .,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hypertension. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mantslhealth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other chronic disabling

conditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Stress, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Preventive care:
AIDS knowledge andattltudes. . . . . .
Canceraupplements . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dentalcare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Doctorsewices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exercise. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Health habits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Health promotion and disease
prevention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Homecare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Medlcalcare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Medicelcholce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Physlcslactivlty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Physlcalfitness, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Supplementon agingz. . . . . . . . . . .

-,
—

—

—

x

x

x

x

x

x

—

x

x

x
x

x

—

x

x

x

—

—

—

—

x

x

x

x

—

x
—

—

—

x

,-

—

—
—
—

—
x

—

—
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Occupation and health data source= National Health interview Surveys - Con.

[Supplementary sections and special data items that contain Job-related information, 197S-92]

Topic 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1968 1989 1990 1991 1992

Occupation, socioeconomic, and
insurance:

Currently employed supplement. . . . .
Health insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Longest job supplement. . . . . . . . . .
Lostincome, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Occupation andretirement-SOA’ . . .
Occupational exposure. . . . . . . . . . .
Occupational safety and health . . . . .
Residential mobilii . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Workplace tobacco smoke . . . . . . . .

Health conditions and risk factors:
Accident supplement

Unintentional injuries . . . . . . . . . . .
Alcohol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Aasistive devices . ; . . . . . . . . . . . .
Child health. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Diabetes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hypertension . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mental health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Other chronic disabling conditions . . .
Stress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Preventive care:

AIDS knowledge and attitudes. . . . . .
Cancersupplements. . . . . . . . . . . .
Dentalcere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Doctorservices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Exercise. . . . . . . . ., . . ...! . . . .
Healthhabita . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Health promotion and disease
prevention. , . . .. l . . . . . . . . . . .

Homecare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Medlcalcare, ..,....,.....,”, .

Medicalchoice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Physicalactivily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Physicalftness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Supplementon aging2. . . . . . . . . . .

>

x

x

X4

x
-,

x

x

x

x

X5

x
x’

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Xe

x
—

X6
X6

x

x

x

x

x
x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x
x

i

x
x

‘SupplementonAging,seefwtnots 2.

21ncludesinformationon familystructure,relationships,support end living arrangements, community and social support, Occupation and
retirement, conditions end impairments, activitlesof dally livlpg, incidental acfivties ofdallyliiing, nursing home stays, help wilh care,
hospice, hsalth opinions, and supplementary conditions.

3Forquartere3and40fthesurvsy.
41nformationIsfoundin ths basicquestionnaireof the aufvsy.
51ncludedin CancerSupplements.
61ncluded in the Health Promotion and Oisease Prevention Supplement.

71ncludes Cancer Control file and Epidemiology file.

10



Supplemental sections relevant to job-related health and
occupation issues

Certain supplements and special data items in the National Health Interview
Survey contain questions related to health and occupation. The table on the preceding
two pages is a listing of these supplementary data, listed by the name of the
supplement or special data section, Descriptions of the type of data follow in an
annotated form. These only describe the information relevant to occupation and
health. Data tapes for most of the supplements include much of the information
(relevant to health and occupation) from the core of the Survey. In addition,
information from all data tapes in a given survey year can be linked by the unique
person ID. The numbers of people interviewed for the supplements usually are not as
many as those interviewed for the core questionnaire.

Descriptions of information available in the supplements

Longest job information, including last (in some instances) and longest job of the
currently employed and unemployed persons, is available from the Currently Employed
Supplement (1974), Longest Job Supplements (1980, 1986), the Epidemiology file of
the Cancer Supplement (1987), and Occupational Health Supplement (1988). Infor-
mation is broken into term length of position, type of industry, and occupation title.

The Residential Mobility supplement (1980) provided information on the reasons
people move. These encompassed employment, retirement, and health justifications.
Also available were present employment activity compared with a year ago, full- or
part-time work since the age of 65 years, worked since 1 year ago, and the number of
weeks worked.

Under the Income supplement (1990, 1991), data were collected on insurance
coverage, earnings before deductions, receipt of retirement funds, and receipt of
disability compensation. Questions were asked if an employer or union provided
insurance and what part of the plan they paid (1991). Amount of income received
from self-employment was collected –as well as any supplementary funds from Social
Security, public assistance, welfare payments, food stamps, Railroad Retirement, and
Supplemental Security Income.

The Occupational Health Supplement (1988) is an extensive questionnaire,
containing information on the respondent’s longest job, as well as the current job
status, back pain, hand discomfort, work injuries, skin conditions, eye-, nose-, and
throat-irritation, other chronic conditions, and smoking, Respondents were asked if
they ever stopped working at a job or changed jobs because of the various health
conditions, The supplement also contained information on whether smoking was
allowed in the workplace and if it caused discomfort to the respondent. The
Occupational Exposure Supplement (in the Cancer Control file of the 1987 Cancer
Supplement), the Occupational Safety and Health Supplement (1991), and the
Workplace Tobacco Smoke Supplement (1992) also contains information on whether
the person is exposed to smoke in the workplace and whether smoking is allowed.

Exposures to substances on the job were included in the Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention (1985), Occupational Exposure (1987, 1992), and Occupational
Health Supplements (1988). The 1985, 1987, and 1992 data were regarding general
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exposures at work. The 1988 data asked if specific groups of substances got on hands
and arms. In the 1992 supplement, several questions addressed the availability and use
of protective equipment on the job. The 1992 supplement also asked whether the
respondent was exposed to radiation.

In the Occupational Safety and Health section of the Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention Supplement (1991), length of time at the present job and the
number of hours worked each week was gathered, Respondents were asked if they had
to drive a motorized vehicle as a part of their position, Relevant questions included
type of vehicle, number of hours per week, and employers’ requirements for safety
devices such as helmets or seatbelts. Details concerning a description of the work area
of the employee and the concentration of ambient smoke were obtained, Respondents
were asked if their office had a smoking policy, where smoking was permitted (public
lobbies, restrooms, lunchrooms, or office areas), did their employer provide a
quit-smoking program, and if their health insurance would cover any part of the cost
of a quit-smoking program. Other preventive health care questions asked if the
employer provided any exercise programs or facilities for the respondent, The
Exercise supplement (1990), the Physical Fitness supplement (1975), and the Physical
Activity supplement (1991) inquires to the amount of physical labor required at the
workplace. Data are collected on how much a respondent exercises daily.

The Occupation and Retirement supplement (1984) asks the following questions:
has the respondent ever worked at a job or business, has respondent worked since age
45, has respondent worked in the past 12 months and, if so, for how many weeks,
Information is contained on the respondent’s perception of retirement, including
whether the respondent could work if a job or business was available or would want to
work. These same questions are asked in the four versions of the Longitudinal Study
of Aging— Supplement on Aging (1986, 1988, 1990, and 1991). However, the retire-
ment status is not requested in the 1990 version. Other relevant questions in the
Supplement on Aging ask about specific limitations with activities of daily living, Some
of these are actions that may be performed in a work environment. Examples include
how much difficulty does the respondent have while standing or sitting for at least 2
hours. Data also include the number of times a respondent retired, how long since
respondent retired, did the respondent retire because of health, and did the respon-
dent retire because of work-related health problems. Information is available on
receipt of retirement income, Social Security, Railroad Retirement, mi1itary7 veterans
pension, union, private employer, and Government-employee pension plan, Respon-
dents were asked if they received disability from any sources due to their own or
survivor-dependent status. Much information concerning health conditions is con-
tained in the status of limitations in activities of daily living.

The Accident supplement (1975) involves questions of work-loss days in past 2
weeks, place of accident (including work), and type of activity when accident occurred
(for example: working; recreation participant; recreation spectatoq traveling; per-
forming maintenance –including outdoor, structural, or mechanical; cooking; house-
work; farming driving; smoking; and weather contributing factors), Unintentional
head injuries occurring at work, with information on whether or not the individual lost
consciousness, and the nature of the accident were evaluated in the Health Promotion
and Disease Prevention Supplement (1991).
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Health insurance (1975, 1976, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1986, and 1989) questions phased
in and out of the NHIS core survey and supplements, although the questionnaire has
not greatly changed. Details include how primary, secondary, and tertiary insurance
plans were obtained – through a private group, health maintainance organization,
Qlue Cross/Blue Shield Plan, prepaid plan, or union- or employer-sponsored plans.
Questions on degree of monetary coverage and types of plan (for example, Blue
Cross/Blue Shield) are also asked (1980). Reasons for no health insurance were
categorized as unemployment, poor health, no belief in insurance, dissatisfaction with
previous insurance, expense, medical coverage through Medicare, Medicaid, welfare,
milita~ care, veterans’ benefits, or professional courtesy (1976, 1978). Data are also
available concerning receipt of military pensions by veterans and their dependents
(1978). Primary plan to which a person belongs, policyholder or subscriber, and length
of time belonging to a plan are also available. Questions were asked whether
respondents received Supplementary Security Income, Aid to Families With Depen-
dent Children, or Aid to Dependent Children assistance. Armed forces disabilities are
recorded with their respective VA compensation for service (1982), The 1983 NHIS
survey contains data on the number of times a person was laid off or lost job in the
past 12 months. Followup questions provide data on loss of health insurance coverage
due to layoffs and unemployment. The 1984 supplement also includes further
information on receipt of unemployment insurance or participation in Public Assis-
tance health insurance coverage. The Cancer Supplement (1992) Cancer Control file
includes questions regarding job-related long-term disability plans covering cancer,

The Health Promotion and Disease Prevention supplements (1985, 1990, and
1991) contain very specific questions linking occupation, exposures, and health, The
‘1990 survey did not contain occupational health as a subject, but the health status and
risk behavior information can be linked to the current occupation of the respondent
(obtained from the core questionnaire), Degree and effect of stress are incorporated
into the data set, Respondents were then asked whether and where they had sought
help with stress (for example, a counselor at work). Amount of physical work required
on the job and respective hours spent per day was gathered from the respondents.
Further inquiries included if work conditions endangered one’s health, if a worker was
exposed to a risk of an accident, and, if so, what risk (1985). Information collected
contained exposures to substances in the present job, what substances, and percep-
tions of how that substance endangers the respondent’s health (1985 and the Cancer
Supplements of 1992),

In the 1977 supplement on Health Habits, data are available on the respondent’s
receipt of worker’s compensation, ‘disability payments or benefits, the number of
months during the past year in the present job, and the number of work-loss days in
the past 12 months.

In the A1cohol supplement (1982, 1983), respondents were asked if they ever had
job/work difficulties related to drinking within the past 12 months. Data also were
gathered on injuries related to drinking.

The Medical Care supplement (1974, 1987) asks for method of referral and the
place a physician was seen in the past 12 months – a company or industry clinic was
included in the response categories, Sources of payment of doctors’ bills consisted of
self, family, Social Security, Medicare, health insurance, worker’s compensation,
accident insurance (carried by family or person outside of the family), armed forces
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dependent paid-CHAMPUS, veterans’ benefits, Medicaid, welfare, professional cour-
tesy, employer, company doctor, union, or other insurance, Availability of clinical and
preventive services at the company or industry are asked in the Cancer Supplement
(1992).

The Dental Care supplement (1989) data include whether the individual missed
time from work because of dental problems or dental visits, In the Doctor Service
supplement (1983), information on reasons for doctor visits includes health insurance
requirements. The Assistive Devicessupplement (1990) contains data on device use at
work and payment for the device by employer, industry, or respondent,

Additional periodic questions were inserted into the core questionnaire before
1973. Some of these provide data about specific medical conditions affecting occupa-
tion. Almost all document the degree of limitation of an activity due to the problem,
In the 1969questionnaire, respondents were asked if arthritis has ever caused them to
receive special job training, to change positions, or to leave a job due to difficulties.
The data include whether people have worked since the onset of arthritis and have
their personal incomes decreased. In addition, employer response for vocational
referral, medical referral, rehabilitative therapy referral, and financial assistance is
recorded. Diabetes data (1965, 1976, and 1989) document the degree of restricted
activity and number of work days lost in the past 2 weeks due to the condition, (This
information is also available from the core questionnaire each year.) Respondents
reported if they had applied for a job in the past 5 years and whether they had
obtained the position. Information was also gathered if health problems were the
grounds for a person not obtaining a job to which he had applied (1976). In the

‘-Chronic and Disabling Conditions supplement (1991), data. include specificdifficulties
in activities due to any physical or mental conditions, (Most of the activities were of
daily living but include walking, heavy housework, and managing money.) One
response for type of health care center utilized was an industry or company clinic.

The supplement on Hypertension (1974) asks whether insurance covered the
condition, doctor visits, and surgery. (Please see supplements on health insurance for
a better description.) Respondents estimated the work-loss days in the past 2 weeks
due to this condition. The Mental Health supplement (1989, 1991) also questions
whether the health disorder limits the amount of work of a respondent. Specific
conditions documented include boredom and restlessness (1991). In the supplement
on Stress (1985, 1990), respondents were asked how much they had experienced in the
past 2 weeks and in the past year. They were also asked if they have obtained help
(including help from a counselor at work) and what steps they had taken for
reduction.

The Home Care (1968, 1977, 1979, and 1980) supplement contains limited
information in the occupation and health data base, Insurance, welfare agency,
employer, or agency responsibility in payment of home health care are included,
Additional questions added to the person section in the core (lost income data) (1968,
1977) quantify the loss of income from work-absentee days. The data also encompass
information on sick leave plans, insurance payment for work 10SS,and receipt of full
days compensation for work loss, The 1977 supplement asked if a person was limited
in kind or amount of activity (this includes occupation as an activity) due to emotional
or nervous conditions. Respondents reported if they had received job counseling or
guidance, vocational training, or job-placement services in the past year, Response
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data contain whether employees had received, were helped by, now need, or had
sought these services. The supplement to the condition section (Medical Choice)
(1973) contains information on how medical attention was chosen by the respondenfi
care of another doctor, relative, friend, medical bureau, telephone directory, by
default (no other doctor was available in the area), an organization, place of
employment, or school.

Child Health (1975, 1976, 1981, 1988, and 1991) requests the education, usual
activity, employment status, and occupation of the primary caretaker if the child is
under 15 years. The 1988 supplement qualified this information with questions of
employment status of the prima~ care giver and hours worked within the past 4
weeks. The usual type of child care included day care centers, baby sitters, relatives,
and direct parent care for child while working at home and while working outside of
the home. Employment status includes descriptions of layoff, unemployment, searching
for work, as well as currently employed within the past 2 weeks, The social effects of
a child’s ill health may result in a family member taking, quitting, changing, or refusing
a job, This information is also recorded for family members.

The AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes supplement (1987, 1989, 1990, 1991, and
1992) asks respondents where they would obtain information and testing for AIDS–via
a company or industry clinic is one possible response, Respondents were asked of their
likelihood of getting AIDS by working near someone with AIDS, by using public
toilets, and by being coughed/sneezed on by someone with AIDS. The list of possible
rationales for not being tested for AIDS includes fear of losing job, insurance, or
housing if results were positive. The list of possible reasons for being tested includes
application for health and life insurance, employment, milita~ induction, and military
service (1991).
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Occupation and health data sources: National Health ~aminatlon and Hispanic Health and
Nutrition Examination Surveys-Con.

National Health Examirratlon Survey Hlspanlc Health
and Nufritlon

Measure Cycle 1 Cycle Ill Examination Sutvey

Data system characteristics:
Survey dates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Type of administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number ofsubjects selected. . . . . . . . . . . .
Number ofexaminees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Populationsample . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Oversampled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Job description:
Ages foroccupation questions. . . . . . . . . . .
Majoractivity ofrespondent. . . . . . . . . . . . .
occupation (last2weeks). . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lndustry(last2weeks) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Classofemployee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Employmentstatus (last2weeks). .- . . . . . .
Farmworkdescription . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ever worked–
aspesticide applicator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
inpesticide processing plant . . . . . . . . . . .

Factora related to work hlstoy.
Rural orurban locetion of home... . . . . . . .

Veteran status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Farm residence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Workpension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Incomesource . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Insurancetype . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work exposures or characteristics:
Physicelactivilyatwork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Pesticideexposure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Useofprotective equipment atwork . . .. . . . .

Health status attributed to work
Illfrom peeticideexposure . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work status or effeota attributed to health:
Workloss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Limitedabiliitowork, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ailmentwhich limit.swork . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ifso,whatcondition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Work loss from pesticide exposure. . . . . . . .

Other relevant data
Pesticide blood and urine levels. . . . . . . . . .
Blood leadlevels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Useoffood andwater infields. . . . . . . . . . .

1960-82 1968-70 1982-84
Exam and interview of people selected frdm household
7,710’ 7,518’ 13,689
6,672 6,768 11,663

Coterminous Entire U.S. Hlspanlcs,
Us. civilian, aeIecfed areas

nonlnstitutionallzed

(2)

18-79
X3
x
x
x
x

12-17 17-74
x
x
x
x
xXs

x x
x x
x xX6

X7
X6

X9
9,10x

x

x

X12
x
x
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Occupation and health data sources: National Health Examination and Hispanic Health and
Nutrition ~amination Suweys - Con.

National Health Examination Survey Hispanic Health
and Nutrition

Measure Cycle I Cycle 111 Exam/nation Survey

NCHS references:

a. Questlonnalre and survey VH1-4 VHI-S VHI-19

description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A4

b. Seleoted repo~s with data

analyses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VHII-SI —

VH1l-17

Dataavailability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NTIS NTIS NTIS

‘Only those who were examined alao had Interviaw.
POvemampled people @gsd 6 months-19 years and 45-74 Yearn.

3Employment status not obtalnsd If a studant, and activi~ for malas did not Includa housework.
40nlY aaked if the subjeat W* not in school.

sln~l”des: ever Worked on fare, number of yssrs, migrant farmworker statUS, worksd On farm in Past Ysar, ~Pe of farm, ‘Ype of lob.

‘Military retirement and Veterans Administration WA) psnsions Included.
‘Includes military dls~blllty, VA disability, compensation.
‘Inoludee Civilian Health and Medical Program of the UrdforrnedServices (CHAMPUS)-VAcoverage.
Ponly asked of pereons sged 12 to 74 years.
tOSpeclflmIIyasks ~hather Infomant was working in an area whlls pssticldes were being applied snd, [f so, how manYtimes. Also asks

whethpr Informant mixed, handled, or epplled pestlcidea while working In farming and. if SO, how rnsnY tfmea Par Year. Uss9e at othar
tlmaa is also asked. Informant Is aaked whether pesticides were spilled or spreyed on hia or her bdy and whether work time wsa Ioat
ae a result,
I iumlhtlon of usual aativity, last z weeks.

f2Avalleble in tQtS 1993 from ‘Tis.

.
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Occupation and health data source= National Health and Nutrition Examination Suweys
(NHANES)

Measure NHANES / NHANES II NHANES Ill

Date system characteristics:
Survey dates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Typeofadminiatration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number of subjects selected. . . . . . . . . . . .
Numberofexeminees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Populationsampled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oversampledgroups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Job description:
Ages foroccupation question. . . . . . . . . . . .
Major activity of respondent. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Occupatlon (last 2weeks). . . . . . . . . . . . . .
industry (last 2weeks) . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
Clsasof employee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Employment etatus(last 2weeks). . . . . . . . .

Factors related to work histoy
Occupation (longest job) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Industry (longest job). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Years oflongestjob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rural orurban locetion of home. . . . . . . . . .
Veteranatatus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm residence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Workpensions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Incomesource . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Insurancelype . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Numberjobtiiles (lOyears) . . . . . . . . . . . .

Work exposures or characteristics:

Physicalaotivityatwork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Backstressduetowork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Noiseexposureatwork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jobsafisfaction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jobbehaviors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Protective equipment artwork . . . . . . . . . . .
Tobacco exposure atwork . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Heaith status attributed to work:
Dermatology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Occupationaldisabilii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hearing problemduetowork . . . . . . . . . . .

Work status or effects attributed to health:

Workloss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Limitedabiliitowork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ailmantwhich limited work . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Other relevant data
Useofworkclinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pesticide blood and urine level. . . . . . . . . . .
Volatile organic mmpounds . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blood lead levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1971-75 1978-80 1989-94

Exam and interview of some household members

(’) 25,300 36,500
[1) 20,300 30,000,,
Civilian, nonlnstltutionalized US. population

Preschool, Children, elderly,
reproductive-aged African-Americans,
women, elderly, and and Mexican.
low-income

17-74
X2

x
x
x
x

x

x
X3

x’
X7

XII

x
x
X13

Preschool,
elderly, and
low-income

17-74
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
X5

x

x
Xrl

x
X9
Xlo

x!2
X12

x12
x
xi’

Xls

x

Amarlcans

17+

x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

x

X.9

x

x
x

x
x

X16

x
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Occupation and health data sources: National Health and Nutrltlon Gcaminatlon Surveys
(NHANES) -Con.

Measure NHANES I NHANES // NHANES Ill

Carbo~hemogloblrr levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . x
Cotinine blood levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x
Cadmium blood levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x

Spirometry . $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x X17 x
Central nervous systemtests’8. . . . . . . . . . . x

NCHSreferences:
a. Queatlonnaire andsurvey description. . . . . VH1-10a VHI-15 Future

VH1-10b
VHI-14

b. Selected reports with occupational data VHII-212
analyses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VHI 1-204 MMWR-32 Future

Dataavallabllity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NTIS NTIS Future

lAge~1_24ysar~5,900jntswjswedand4,600aX~lnsd. Agss25-74years 20,729intswiswsdandl4,4o7exeminsd.

‘Houseworknot Includsdasoptionfor male respondenta.

31ncludes pension from Vateran Administration (VA), Government, or Railroad Retirement.

41ncludaa farm insoma and workars’ compensation.
5[ncludss ratlramant d[aabitity, VA, businass, workers’ wmpenaation.

alncludas Social Sacurity diaabllity.

‘lncludas health Insurance from VAandmilitary retirement.

aOnly askad of paopla 2%74 yaars.

‘Includox Does your job “atlr you to action”? Are you mntent to remain at your presant job Iavel for the next 5 yaars? In the past 3
years, have you evar takan Issa than your allotted number of vaostion daya?
loklcluda~ When yC,U are In the midst of doing a job and somsone (not your boss) interNPk yOU, how do YOU USuallY feel? How do

you feal about cumpatitlon on the job?
1lSpecIfic ~uaatlon regarding occupational exposures to chamlcals, fumes, immersion, Ineeotrcidea, oils, and other skin ~nbti,

121nc[udes 12-I 7.yaar.old aubjectawhowork.
13~nlyaskedof joint and chsst problems.

i40n[y asked of Pmple 25_74 Yeara with work Ilmitatlonso kl~l”des fimltatlon~ from allergies, respiratory WndiilOn, dlabates, haart

condition, Iivar, gallbladder, back or neck problems, physical disability or handicap (ages 18 yasrs and over).
15Prallm1naW analyaea pub~$hed in Mumhy RJ Toflcol. c~n$ TOSICOI. 21 :29s_320, 1984, a“d Murphy R and Harvey C. Environ. Haailh

Perapec. 60115-120, 1985. Alsm Kutz FW, Cook BT, Carter-Pokras O, Brody D, and Murphy R. J Tox Env Health. In press.
laAPProxlmataly 10 parcent of the subje~” agad20-59Yearaweretestad.
17pa~rmedon subjectsaged8-24 Yaara.

lalncludesreactiontime taata and short-tarm mamory tests.
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Occupation and health data sources: NHANES I Epldemlologic Followup Study

Measure Wave I Wave Ill Wave IV

Data system characteristics:
Sutveydates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1982-64 1987 1992
Type of administration . . . . . . . . . . . . Interview, facility records, and death certiflcatesf
Number ofsubjecta2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,407 11,750 11,195
Number of interviews . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,220 9,998 Future
Population sampled. . . . . . . . . . . . . NHANES I adults who were examlnad at baseline4
Total number of deaths . . . . . . . . . . . 2,022 3,212 Future

Job description:
Age for occupation question . . . . . . . . 32-66 36-91 41-96
Major activity of respondent. . . . . . . . . x x x
Occupation (last 3 months) . . . . . . . . . x
Industry (last 3 months) . . . . . . . . . . . x
Employment status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x X5

x

Faotors related to work histo~

Occupation (longest job) . . . . . . . . . .
Industry (longest job), . . . . . . . . . . . .
Yearaoflongestjob . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rural or urban location of home. . . . . .
Farm residence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Work pensions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Income source . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lnsurancetype . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

x
x
x
X6
X6

X7

X9

x6

x

x
Work exposures or charaoteristica:

Dust, fume, orvapor exposure. . . . . . . x

Heafth status attributed to work:
Neck or back pain dueto work . . . . . . x

Work status or effects attributed to haalth:
Workloss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “’ x x x
Limited ability towork . . . . . . . . . . . . x

NCHS references:
a. Questionnaire and survey VH1-22

description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PHR98-3 VH1-27 Future
b. Selected reports with occupational

dataanalyses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Future

Dataavailabllii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NTIS NTIS Future

‘Brief physical examination in 1982-S4.
2Nota that the n“mbar of s“bjwts to be followsd decreaseswithtimadueto deaths.

31ncludesboth self and proxy Intewlews. Excludes those Indwlduals lost to followup and Indw[dualswho hed died and no proxy
intewiew was obtained.
4Alfollowup waves ware reatfided toadulS aged 2&74 at NHANESl examination (total sampls - 14,407),ln 1986, the Wave 11,whloh
waa restricted to ages 55-74 at NHANESI examination, but Included no oocupatlonatiy refavant questfona,
51ncludeanumber of hours the subject worked In past week.

6Referato “most of your life.”
71ncludesGovernment or private pension, farm income, VeteraneAdmlnlstration, and Railroad Retirement.
‘Most of the sources are recoded Into large categories.
‘Includes Secial Security disability benaftte and workera’ compensation.
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Occupation and health data source= National Health and Nutrition *amlnation Survey

Measure NHANES II FO//OWUp Study

Data system characteristl=
Survey dates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +97e-38

Typeofadminiefration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Unking and abstracting from
death tapes’

Numberofdeath$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,400

Populatlonsampled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NHANES II decedents who
were35-74atexaminatlon

Job descrlptlom
Ageforoccupation question . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35-74

Majoractivltyofrespondent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x
Employmentstatus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X2

Facforsrelatedtowork histov
Occu~atlon (usualduring lifetime) . . . . . . . . ..,,

X3

Industry (usualduring lifetime) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rural or urban location of home

x
, . . . . . . . . . . . . x’

Veteran atatus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x

Health etatua attributed to work
Place of fatal a~ident5 . . . . . . . . . . . . ...”.... x

NCHS reference:
a. Queetlonnalre andsutvey description. , , . . . , , Future

Date availability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Future

1le7~7g Sw[al swuri~ Adminlstationdssthrapesussd. le80-Se NallanatDesfhIndexused.
Z[ncludesI[rn[tednumberof categoriesforworkrn9s~tus,
3Av~lsb[sh~mdsathcefificateon someindividuals.SOenOte !0Nstiorsalw SfSuMCSsWtem.
4Sasedon munty mde and populationaizs of the cityof residence.
‘If appropriate.Includes home:farm,minaend quar~ induafrialplacp end prernleexplacefor racraationend a~fi atreatand
hlghwa~ publicbulldln~ residsntinstltuflowotherspecitisdplaces:end plsceof accidentnotapaclfied,
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Occupation and health data aourca= National Survey of Personal Health Practicas and
Consequences

Measure Wave I Wave II

Data system chamctensti=
Surveydates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spring 1979 Spring $980
Typeofadmlnisfration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Telephone Intewlew

Approximate number ofrespondenfe (alleges). . . . . . 3,000 2,400
Populationsampled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CNllian, Fo;lloe{ of

nonlnstltutlonallzed,
and coterminous

Us.

Job description:
Agesforoccupationquestion.... . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Retlrementefatus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Workstatus (now)’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Overworked . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

20-64 . 20-64
x x
x x
x x
x x

Facfore relatedtowork histoy
Number of employers or companies

lnpast5years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x
lnpast12months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x

Work exposures or characteristi~
Paid leave. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x
Variableworkshiff. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x
Hardphyslcalworkonjobz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x
Degree ofemotional stress associated withjoba. . . . . x x
Special riskofaccidenfe orinjuries atcurrentjob . . . . x x
Work exposure to dangerous substences4

Ever . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x
Currentjob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x

Work status or effects attributed to health:
Retirementbecause ofhealth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x
Health currently restricts works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x
Change jobe because or occupational hazards or
dangers to health
Ever . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x
Past12months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x

NCHSreference
a. Queafionnaire andsuwey descrlpfion . . . . . . . . . VH15-1 WP-13

VH15-2

Dafsavailabil~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . QAE OAE

‘Includes full-time working, pati-time working, laid off or on errlke, retired, looking for work but unemployed, not Imklng for work but
unemployed, umbleto work, keeping house, full-tlme student anddon’t know.
2Msntions ~uSNng or ~r~ing hea~ obiects, handlingheavytoolsor equipmentor d199fn9.
al~ude~ha~~~y, some,agreatdeal, don’tknow,sndnot epPll~b@.

‘Includesragularworkexmure tm aabeatos,Iesd,mercury,dioxin,PaEl,or anykindof radiation.
Sapdfi=,y ~K Wether heti Iirnwthe kindof workend/ortheamountof WO*.



Occupation and health data source= National Survey of Family Growth

Measure Oycle I Cycle II Cycle Ill Cycle IV

Data system characteristics:
Survaydatea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Typeofsdmlnlstration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Approximate number of respondents. . . . . . .
Populatlonsampled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Oversampled population. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Job description:
Workatatus before birth oflastchlld . . . . . . .

Ifworked, howlong with employer. . . . . . .
Wcrkstatus slncelastchlld. . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ifso, datestarted, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ifso, lengthoftlme . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Workstatua tlmeofflrst concepticn5 . . . . . . .
Work status 6months after first pregnancy5. . .
Work status bafore first birth, between

blrths,afterlastbiflh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Length ofworkbetween births.. . . . . . . . . .
Everwork forpaybefore (first) marriage. . . . .

Ifso, howlong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Everwork forpaysince (first) married . . . . . .

lfso, howiong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Everworkfor payatleast6 months. . . . . . . .

Ifso, number ofhours perweek . . . . . . . .
Wcrkstatus (last week) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ifnotworking, plantowork lnfuture. . . . . .
Ifso, worksame shlftorwhat shift. . . . . . .
Ifsc, whattlme starts andendsjob . . . . . .

Number ofweeks worked lnpast12mcnths. .
Occupation oflastjob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Industry oflastjob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Employar paldmaternal leave (last birth) . . . .

Ifso, howmanyweeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Husband’s workstatus (last week) . . . . . . . .

If so, number of hours per waek . . . . . . . .
Numbar of weeks husband worked

lnpast12 months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Partner’s work status (last week)
Occupation of husband’s (partner) main job . .
Industry of husband’s (pattner) main job. . . . .
Occupation of mother or stepmother. . . . . . .
Occupation of father or stepfather. . . . . . . . .

Work status or effects attributed to health:
Stopped working before delivery. . . . . . . . . .

Reason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Length oftlmestopped before delivery. . . . . .
Pregnant andworked inpast12 months. . . . .

If so, time before end of pregnancy plan
to(dldyou) stopworklng. . . . . . . . . . . .

Reason (ifstopworklng) . . . . . . . . . . . . .
If so, when plan to (did you) return to job. . .

1970 1975 1982 198s
Household interview

9,797 8,611 7,969 6,450
Women, aged 15-44, civilian, nonlnstitutionalized

Ever marfiedl All women
46 States*48 States

Black

)(3

x
x

X2
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
X7
x

x
x
x

x
x

x

x
x

x

x

48 Statea

Black

X4
x

X4

X4

x
x
Xs
x

x
x
x

x
x

x

x
x

x
x
x
x

x
X9
x

48 States

Black
f5-19 yrs

X4
x

x
x

X4

x
x
X8

x
x

x
x

x
x

x
x
x
x

x

x

Black

x
x
X4
x

x
#

r

x
x
R

x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x

x
Xe
x
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Occupation and health date 8ourcem National Survey of Family Growth-Con.

Meaaura cycle I Cyofe II Cycle Ill cycle Iv

Other relevant da@
Regular child care while workin~go

toschool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x x x
Ifso, whoto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x x x

NCHS raferances

a. Questionnaires and survey VH2-76 VH2-67 VH2-96 VH2-109
description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vH1-23 VHH1-23 VHI-23

b. Selaotad reporta with oooupafionat data VH23-9
snalysas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VH23-4 VH23-11 VH23-16

Dataavailability, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..’..... NTIS NTls NTIS NTIS

llncludedcurrentlymsrried,sepersrerf,dhrorcad,orwidowert~en.lnofuded navarmsrriedonly Mchlldronlivedlnhousehotd,
*sample drawnfrom19SSNatlonslHealthInferdawsurvey Interdewa,
3Everworkedfor pay.
%orked for pay at least6 months.
51nclude~~[[.time, pw.time, gaingto sshml, keepinghouse,wtfha ~b but nofat work -use Of teMPOrW llln@*, Vsostlont tirik.t

unemployed,laidoff, lookingforwork,and other.
6.2smeas footnote5 plusmstemslleaveoption.
‘asme as footnotee plusretiredo@.on.
‘Categofied MS S2 foofnote5, If womanwee ourrentfypregnantandworkingInpast12monfhe,0Ste90fiesinolud~ were ssmou
foofnote6.
‘Includax fired, leave,quk.
loln I g73 Suwayi“~udex in ~ homeby relative,in own homeby nonrefafive,in relative’shOMe,in nOnrO~WO’Shornetin dayOsre
centsrs,or otheraoasialorrrsnizsdfssibfv,arwtOther.

In 197e eurveyIflcfudss‘W huabsndI;raapondent’e horrtrkby refeM in reemndertt’ahem, by nortreWie In respondent’ehome,
in relstive’ahome, in nonrelefive’ehome,and in day oareof otherepa2islorgsnfzadfacility.

In 19S2sutvayIndudastwoquesflona,whereand who.Wltare:res~ent’s home,someoneeke’s home,or In dey ssre. W
father,grandmother,otherrelstiie, or msona else.

In 1SS8surveyinoludaatwo quastions,whereend wire. WhOf3r:r~dent’s ftOIr3e,otherpriw3tehome,or dher plaoe.W ohikYa
othsrparantor stepparent,chikt’abrotheror eistsregad 13 years and older,shlld’ebrotheror daterunder 13 years,shikl’s
grandparent,otherrektive, nonrelsfive,childwas iof eelf,day safe center,nurseryor preashod, respondentworkeet home,or
respondentosreaforchildat work.
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